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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Bearing in mind, that the Government of
Uttar Pradesh and the Government of India are
devoting their attention in glorifying the ancient
history of Hastinapur (Meerut) by establish-
ing a new town New Hastinapur and excavating
Mound Ulta-Khera, Shri Hastinapur Jain

_Swetamber Tirth Committee desired to publish
the past pre-historic history of Hastinapur
. according to Jain literature.

The book reads with the messages from:—
Acharya Shrimad Vije Vallabh Suriji Maharaj
in Hindi section and Yogi Raj Sri Georges in
English section and contributions from Muni
Shri Darshan Vijayji (Triputi) in Hindi, Fore-
word, Tirth Hastinapur and Excavations of Hastina-
pur :—A Synoptic Review by Shri Amolakh Chand

- M. P. Ex-Director of Information, Government
of Uttar Pradesh, Shri Ganpat Lal A. Shah

“Asstt. Solicitor to Government of India, New
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Delhi and Shri B. K. Thapar Asstt. Suprin-

tendent, Excavation Branch, Dept. of Archaeo-
logy, New Delhi, respectively in English section
depicting the various periods in the ancient
history of Hastinapur with appeals from the
Tirth Committee in Hindi section.

The historians in general and research
scholars in particular will appreciate the enda-
vour and we expect them to co-operate with us
in throwing more light on the subject to be

appended in our next edition.

We are indebted to Shri A. Ghosh, Deputy
Director General ( Exploration), Dept. of
Archaéology, New Delhi, who was kind enough
to supply us the photo of Jain Image recovered
in excavating Mound Ulta-Khera at Hastinapur
in 1950-51, printed in the book, establshes
the facts that Jain Temples existed long before

at Hastinapur.

We cannot forget the kind patronage
bestowed by Acharya Shrimad Vije Vallabh



3

Suriji Maharaj, Muni Shri Darshan Vijeji and
Muni Shri Gyan Vijeji (Triputy) in our attempt
and thank Shri Bijoy Singh Nahar M.L.C.,
Secretary West Bengal Provincial Congress
Committee of Calcutta, Yati Shri Rampalji
Delhi, Shri Kirti Prasad Ji Jain, President of
our Committee, Binauli (Meervt) ard Shri
Mansukh Bhai Bhukhan Das of Surat in Delhi
our co-worker for their valuable suggesticns in
-carrying out the task ; Shri Kanti Lal Parikh
of Koba (Ahmedabad), Chandu Lal Uttam
‘Chand, Rampura (Ahmedabad), Dr. Kamala
Devi, Shri Khairati Shah of Jhelum, Delhi
and Shri Nand Lal Kastur Chand Dalal of
Viramgaum of their donationsin publishing the
book and Shri Sunder Lal Shanti Lal of Banaras
in printing the bock free of cost at short notice

’

in their press at Patna.
The proceeds cf this bcok will be a contri-
bution to the Tirth Committee fund.

.Srichand Pahlawat, Kika Bhai Parikh.



FOREWORD

Hastinapur—a new developing town to
rehabilitate the displaced persons is 24 miles
from Meerut, an important city of northern
Uttar Pradesh.

According to Jain traditions Hasti the 21st
son of Lord Rishabh Deva the first Tirthankara,
founded this city of Hastinapur in pre-historic
age. Here Lord Rishabh Deva broke his 400-
days' fast with sugarcane juice on Akshay
Tritiya day. '

Since then various Tirthankaras visited the
city and preached the doctrines of Jainism.
Three Tirthankaras Lords Shantinath, Kunthu-
nath and Arnath were born and attained
Supreme Knowledge in this ancient land at
intervals.

All this added to the sanctity and glory of
the city. The importance of the city is acknow-
ledged by Hindu Scriptures also and we find
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that this city was selected as capital of Pandavas

during Mahabharat period.

Thereafter the river Ganga changed its
course and we find the city falling in ruin.

The place has ancient monuments and the
Archaeological Department of Government of
India has excavated the old Tila Ulta-Khera.
Anold Jain image, coins and potteries have been
discovered and it is hoped that the Archaeo-

.logical Department will continue their operations
_to throw more light on the antiquity of the sites.

Jains from the very beginning have attached a
great importance to this holy place and most of
the renowned Acharyas have visited the place
at one time or another. The ancient Charan-
Paduka of Lord Rishabh Devaisstill to be found
here. The old temples, renovated from time to
time, still exist.

The U. P. Government has constructe¢ a
modern town in the vicinity of the temple, the

*foundation of which was laid by our national
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leader Sri Jawahar Lal Nehru, Prime Minister

of India, in 1948.
During the last g years both the U. P. Govern-

ment and the Government of India are attempt-
ing to restore the past glory of this ancient city
and it is in fitness cf things that the Jains
should also take advantage of this cccasicn and

improve their holy shrines and not lag behind.

It is a matter of great satisfaction that Seth
Anandji Kalyanji of Ahmedabad are taking
interest in the importance of this neglected
Tirth ; but it is the duty of every Jain to visit
and help the improvement in his own humble

way, to attain happiness in this transitory world.

Shri Hastinapur Jain Swetamber Tirth
Managing Committee are doing their best to
consolidate the properties of the Swetamber
Temple—recently acquired by the U.P. Govern-
ment-—the release of which is yet pending. It

is hoped that the U. P. Government will also-
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soon release the land for the development of

the shrine,

May I request all interested persons to help
liberally this humble cause and  thus earn the

gratitude of all right thinking persons.

Amolakh Chand, M.P.
New Delhi Ex-Durector of Information,
Aug. 22,1051, Govt, of Uttar Pradesh.

— —— ——



MESSAGE

I earnestly pray and fervently hope that
the scientific religion of Jainism with its sublime
philosophy of life, that has been a source of
Divine Inspiration to a glaxi of Roval Sages and
others from Rishabha Deva the first world teacher
to Mahaviram and which in our own. time
has given to India thdt magnanimous soul of
Mahatma Gandhi have all derived their immortal
success from the incomparable teachings of the

Jain Scriptures, be given unconditional recog-

nition among the great Religions of the World.

Delwara, Mt. Abu. Y. R. Sri GEORGES.
21. 9. 50



TIRTHA HASTINAPUR
BY
Ganpat Lal A. Shah.

Hastinapur is one of the holiest and most
sacred of the Jain pilgrimages. At the dawn
of Aryan civilization in India the first
Tirthankara of Jainism Lord Rishabha Dev
came to this place with a message of Ahimsa,
love and truth and gave up his one-year old
fast by taking sugarcane juice frcm the King of
Hastinapur, Shri Sreyamsa Kumar on the
Akshay Tritiya day (third day of the month
of Vaishak). To commemorate this occasion
Sreyamsa Kumar erected a stupa and a shrine
with foot-prints of Lord Rishabha Dev. Thousands
of Jains visit this place on Akshay Tritiya day for
parana of the annual fast and receive the message

and inspiration from the shrine of their First
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Tirthankar for attainment of A%rwana or salva-
tion from the shackles of earthly attachment.

Hastinapur is also a place of historical impor-
tance where many empires and kingdoms have
flourished and perished. It was the famous
capital of the Pandavas of the Mahabharat.
After the great battle of the Mahabharat it fell
into ruins and was dederted, but the immortal
message of the World’s Greatest Teacher of
Ahimsa and the Great Tirthankaras of Jain
religion is still resounding in the nook and

corner of this great town.

Modern Hastinapur
Modern Hastinapur is a small town on the
deserted banks of the river Ganga at a distance
of 24 miles from Meerut. There is a motorable
tar road and buses are available every few hours.
In the shades of the Palm trees against the back-
ground of Ulta-Khera mounds, surrounded by

picturesque fields of sugarcane, it is a cosy



11

place for meditation and retrospection to the
minds burdened with the worries of life and din
and hustle of this machine age. In the calm
and quiet atmosphere one would breathe the
plous and elévating air of the sacred teachings
of the Great Jain Tirthankaras and get a glimpse
of the Indian history from the very dawn of
Aryan civilization.

There is a splendid Swetamber temple of the
Lord Shantinath, the 16th Tirthankar. It is
surrounded by a spacious dharamshala which
provides comfortable abode for the pilgrims
with all the amenities. Next to that is also
another dharamshala. To the north at a
distance of about one mile there is a Stupa and

foot-prints of Lord Rishaba Dev where he gave

up his fast at the hands of Sreyamsa Kumar.
This is a beautiful spot surrounded by Palm

trees and the journey is pleasant and inspiring.

There is also a very big Digambar Jain temple
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with spacious dharamshalas which can accem-
modate at a time 2,000 persons. It isalso a centre
of historical and archaeological importance.
Recently Ulta-Khera mound ( Pl-2)was.excavated
by the Excavation Branch of the Archaeological
Department of the Government of India and
traces of articles of great antiquity right from
the dawn of humanity have come to light.
Among them is also an ancient Jain image.
There are remains of Mahabharat pel;iod like
Pandeshwar Mahadev, Draupadi Kund and Brahma
Kund Raghunathji Mahal is a place of historic
importance where Raghunath Nayak and his
party took shelter in the first War of Indepen-
dence of 1857. This holy placeis therefore not
only associated with the sacred memories of the
Jain Tirthankaras, but also gives a glimpse of
early Indian civilization, Puranas and modern
history. It attracts a number o¥ visitors and is of
special importance to.Jains for pilgrimage on
Akshay Tritiya and Kartik Purnima days.



Plate 1—Metal image of Shri Shanti Nath, Jain Swetamber Temple,
Hastinapur. V. S.

ST STfea=rT T FT TSHFI9T G o
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After Independence a new township is
springing into existence fcr the settlement of
displaced persons and it is in fitness of things
that victims of violence and communalism
should [ind solace in a place bathed in the teach-
ings of non-violence, equality and fraternity.

The management of the Swetamber Jain
Temple and Dharamshalas is  with Sk
Hastinapur ~ Jain Swetamber  Tirth Committee at
Ambala City and Delhi. They are making every

effort toreviveits old glory.
Hastinapur and Jain History

Hastinapur is a very ancient town which is
mentioned in Jain, Vedic, Buddhist and Pali litera-
ture. In Jain traditions India is known as
Bharat after the name of Bharat the eldest son of
Lord Rishabha Dev and this town was founded
as capital by his son Hasti Kumar. Lord
Rishabha  Dev  took  Diksha  along  with

4,000 princes at Ayodhya and started his
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mission of  preaching Ahimsa, truth and
love to the world. He visited Hastina-
pur and gave up his year old fast by taking
sugar-cane juice from the King of Hastinapur
Shri Sreyamsa Kumar. On this spot is erected

a shrine containing his foot-prints to comme-

morate this occasion. Three Tirthankaras
Shri Shantinath, the 16th, Shri Kunthunath,
the 17th, Shri Arnath, the 18th, had their 4
kalyanakas, i.e., conception, (Chyavan) birth,
(Janma), Diksha (Renunciation) and Kevala-
gyan (sublime knowledge) at Hastinapur. Shri
Mallinath, the 1gth Tirthankar  also
visited this place. According to Jain traditicns
this Tirthankar was a woman (Malli Kumari)
who established the equal rights of women to
attain the highest knowledge and become
Tirthankar. She refused the hands of as many
as six Kings  converted them all to

Jainism and made them renunciate



15
the world. Shri Mun: Suvrat-swam: the 2oth
Tirthankar also visited this place and by his
sermons converted the wealthy merchant Gang
Dutt, who was possessed of 7 crores of gold coins
and the famous merchant Kartik Sheth to renun-
ciate the World. The last Great Tirthankar
Lord Mahavir also honoured this place and showed

the path of salvation and deliverance to Shivraj
and Potill.

According to Jain history, 12 emperors
(chakravartiss) ruled this Bharat. Cut of them
six had their capital at Hastinapur. They are,

(I) Sanat Kumar,

(2) Shantinath,

(3) Kunthunath,

(4) Arnath,

(5) Subhum, and

(6) Maha-Padma.

All of them were Jains and three of them

(end, grd and 4th) became Tirthankaras. It
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is the place where the famous Parasuram exter-
minated the Kshatriyas 21 times. Hastinapur
was the capital of the Pandavas and Kauravas
of the Mahabharat. After the  great
battle of Mahabharat this great capital
became deserted and fell into ruins. With the
advent of British rule it became the hunting
ground for Europeans and a haunting place for
wild animals (excluding the Temple area,) but
India cannot forget her historic capital and in
particular Jains cannot forget the seat of its
great teachers. In the 13th Century the great
Jain Saint Jinaprabha Suri visited this place with
a big party of Jains and renovated the Jain
shrines. In his book ‘Viwidhatirth-Kalpa® (V. S.
1466), mentioned that there were 4 beautiful
temples of :
(1) Shri Shantinath,
(2) Shri Kunthunath,

(3) Shri Arnath, and
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(4) Devi Amba.

All these were renovated and re-builton a grand

scale.

In the 16th Céntury the Great Jain Acharya
Vijaya Sagar visited this place and repaired
all these 4 temples. In early 1gth century fin
Chandra Suri visited the sacred city. Out of these
temples at present there is onlyone temple of Shri
Shantinath, but this temple and the shrine with
foot-prints of Lord Rishabha Dev are symbols

“of Jainism and all it stands for. The Temple

was recently renovated by late Shri Pratapchand

Parsan of Calcutta.
An Appeal

The members of the Jain Community all the
world over are requested not to forget this most
holy place of Jain Pilgrimage associated as it is

with the memories of as many as 7 Tirthankaras.

. They should visit this place to have the glimpse
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of theglory of Jam history and phulosophy and
carey the message home to the nook and comer
ofthe country. They should generosy ontibut
o 1t nesuscitation and eep the lamp of Jan

philosophy burmmg In eternty.



EXCAVATION OF HASTINAPUR :
A SYNOPTIC REVIEW
BY
B. K. Thapar

In Indian history there is a vast gap between
the Indus Valley Civilisation of the grd-2nd
millennium B.C. and the cultures of early
-historical period of the 4th-3rd Century B.C.
JIthasbeenandinfactisstilla standing challenge
‘to Indian research. There is a great paucity
of material evidence on this perfod which is
archaeological christened as the Dark Age. The
story of Aryan migration and their consequent
settlement in India falls within this very period.
To produce coherent and significant results the
Excavation Branch of the Indian Department of
Archae’ology "has been conducting excavations
atsome selected sites. During the wi:nter months_

of 1950-51 Hastinapura, traditionally the
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ruined capital of the Mahabharata age, was
excavated. These excavations throw abundant
light on the ‘Dark Age’ of Indian Archaeology.

The ruins of Hastinapura, rising on an
average 55 ft. from the surrounding plains are
located on the deserted banks of the river Ganga,
some 24-25 miles to the north-east of Meerut
in the district of the same name. They measure
about a mile in length and nearly one fourth in_
width. Vertical cuttings across the Ulta-Khera
mound revealed four distinct occupational-
periods in the life of the town. The earliest of
these which is related to the first quarter of the
1st millennium B.C. was associated with the
typical ceramic industry grey in colour with
paintings in black. This period was brought
to a close by heavy floods evidenced by clear
lines of erosion on the secticn. Similar pottery
is found at many sites in Bikaner, East Punjab

and west U. P. Notable amongst these are
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Dotheri, Rer, Chhat, Dugri, Panipat, Amin,
Bagpat, Ahichhatra, Kampil, Barnavat. It is
significant to note that greater majority of these
sites are alluded to the Mahabharat story. This
all suggests that there was approximate contem-
poraneity between all these sites at that period.

In period II which is dated to circa 5th-grd
century, punch-marked coins and sherds of shiny
black polished ware—N.B.P. were obtained,
At the end of this period there seems to have
been a great conflagration which is marked by
a thick layer burnt earth run throughout the
mound. Among other things, the finds from
period III comprise coins of Mitra dynasty
and Kushan kings and terracottas of Sunga
and Kushan period. Structures of large sized
brick as well as terracottas were noticed in both
periods IT and III.

The site remained deserted for about one

thousand years and was reoccupied in the
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11th century A.D.: this last occupation continued
upto .the 15th-16th century A.D. A coin
of the time of Balban ( A.D. 1267-1288)
and the characteristic Muslim glazed ware
are the important finds of this period. A
seated Jain image (pl) recovered from the late
levels- of this period also deserves mention
indicating thereby some Jain settlement at this-
‘time. ,

To keep afresh the antiquity of the place,
‘a new township i§ growing a little disténcc
further west of these remains—entombing tﬂe

history of nearly three thousand years..
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Additional Secretaries,

Shri Hastinapur Jain Swetamber Tirth Comumittee,
Naughara Street, Delhi. 6.
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