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Jain Graduates’ Association.
————————m30000 Q0000 ———ee——
PresextaTiON TOo DR. HARMAN JAcoBI

A meeting of the Jain Gradutes’ Association was held
at Lalbug near Panjarapole on Monday. the 8th inst at 8-30
a. m. to present an address to a great oriental scholar and
translator of Jain scriptures Professor: Dr. Harman Jacobi
Ph. D. of Bonn University, Germany, who stopped here for
a couple of days on his way to the Calcutta University to
give lectures on rhetoric The audience consisted of -about
1,000 persons including his holiness Muni Maharaj Shri
Vallabhvijayji and other priests. Dr. Jacobi was greeted with
cheers on his arrival in the lecture hall and was offered a
chair, while others were sitting on the ground. '

Pandit Lalan first opened the proceedings by way of
introducing the distinguished guest as a great Scholar of
Sanskrit ‘and prakrit, translgtor of four Jain Sutras and
other Jain works such as' Upanitibhavaprapanch Katha,
Paumachariyam ( composed in'S. Y: 56 ) Parishista Parva
of Hemachandra etc. and he also stated his invaluable services
by way of dispelling false notions as regards Jainism.

Mr. Makanji J. Mehta, Bar-at-Law, after a few prelimi-
nary remarks read the following address and the same was
translated into Gujarati by the Secretary Mr. Mohanlal D.
Desai, B.A., L.L,B. for the information of the audience.

10 =

Prof. Dr. Herman Jacobi, Ph. D.
Drar Sig, ' ' ,

1.” It is with feelings of profound gratification that we
the members of the Jain Gradutes’ Association take this
opportunity of effering you our most cordial welcome to this
ancient and historic land, the land of Bharat, which is named
after the all-victorious Bharat, son of our first Tirthankar
Adinath. ' .

2. This land has various and numerous attractions - for
all lovers and students of antiquities, furnishing as it does to
them great amount of interest in the many relics of the
ancient civilization of this land—relics which still survive and
infuse a living interest in this old land of many hopes amnd
numerous promises, : T :
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3. We Jains are proud of the part taken by our noble
ancestors in the formation of that ancient -civilization, and
their contribution to it; and we are proud more particularly
of the glorious and undying heritage which they have left
us in the voluminous literature which testifies at once to the
versatile genius, the prolific activities and the profound learn-
ing of our ancient ancestors. . '

- 4. It is a matter of great satisfaction to us that in this
the twentieth century, with the rapid strides in education
and the exploration of so many relics of antiquity, our com-
munity has begun to understand and appreciate the value of
the rich literary legacy which has survived to them from
‘ancient times, and. that thero is a definite tendency to. bring
about .a revival among us of the study of our noble literature
with "its deep learning and philosophical disquisition thatlend
a charm and intercst to the student of ancient history and
the lIover of speculative thought-

- 5. To you, Sir, our community is indebted a great deal
for infusing into its- educat™ members a real impetus
in this direction, and we shall be deing sheer jnstice to you
when we say that you have #¥akened in the hsarts of our
young men a noble spirit which has incited- them to bring
about a- renaissance of our classical literature and learning.

6. Your authoritative versions and critical comments and "
introductions which have been published in the Sacred Books
of the East series, with reference to our revered Sootras, and
the numerous other publications, both in the Inglish and
German languages, and particularly yourscholarly exposition of-
our literature in general, have helped to place Jainism and
Jain learning before the literary and philosophical world of
Europe in their true light and perspective and have helped
to dispel the vague and hazy notions which once received
currency that Jainism was but a branch of Buddhism, or that
the Jain community could hardly be distinguished from the
Hindus. You have been the pioneer worker in the field ofJain
literature in the West, and your name will be ever remember-
ed amongst Jains with feelings of gratitude and reverence.

7. But we owe you a still deeper debt of obligation.
Not only have you laid-bare by your own efforts the noble
philosophy and learning of our past literature, but by infus-
ing a vivid interest and scholarly proclivities in a band of
workers-in Europe who all are proud to be yonr disciples and
who -appear -to take thc same interest as yourself in our
General Literature, and in works on History, Logice, Psycho-
logy and other germane branches of thought, you have suc-
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ceeded in muking it'a certainty that your efforts in diving
for the lore of Jainism should not die away as a spasmodic
attempt, but that those efforts should continue to survive
with your students. And it is not a little gratifying to us to
learn that your noble pursuits in this ancient sea of learning
have remained unceasing, .and that the indefatigable industry
that has characterised your work hitherto has been maintained
at your advanced age. - o

8. Woe have said above that'the Jain community is in-
debted to you for the renaissance movement now in its midst
in the direction of.its literature. This is literally true. For
had it not been for the existence of the translations and other
original works that have been published, it should have been
well nigh impossible to get any portion of our Jain literature
recognised and included in the syllabus of the different Indian
Universities, as fortunately it has now been done. Your present

visit to India with a view to deliver a series of lectures on
your favourite themes in' connection with the University of
"Calcutta, is bound to leave a most useful impression and
effect, and we have -every confidenee that, before you leave
these shores, you will have succeeded in enlivening in the
hearts of the educated section of our community and more
particularly of the young men who are awaiting with intense
interest  the pleasure of giving you audience, a feeling of the
deepest love and regard for the ancient lore, a portion of
of which you have expounded, and the whole of which, thanks
to your continued efforts and the efforts of your pupils
will, we have every hope, be given greater publicity to in the
near future. :

9. And now, Sir, we beg to offer you again a most cordial
welecome in our midst and thank you for having afforded us
an opportunity of expressing to you our heart-felt gratitude
for your labours on behalf of Jainism in the past

We earnestly pray for your long life, continued prosperity and
peifect happiness. :

Dated at Bombay this } We have the. honour to be,

Dear Sir,
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Sth day of December 1913.
Your most obedient servants,
LAKHAMSEY H. MEISHERI,
MOHANLAL D. DESAIL B. A, LL. B,
B A-, LL. B. President.-
Ifonorz’wy Secretary. Jain Graduates’ Association.
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Then the President, Mr. Lakhamsey H. Meisher: presented
the Address with a silver casket with the remarks that it was
a very humble token of admiration and love for the Doctor’s
monumental services.

DR. JACOBI'S REPLY. ‘
“ T express my deep gratitude for your kind words in appre-

ciation of my literary work, which do not deserve praise. I
have merely tried toclear up the false notions and to explain
the real meaning of the Jain esseace and in that I do not
know how far I have succeeded. o

T am not a stranger here as I was in India in 1873. 1
had been on the tour to Rajputana with Dr. Buhler the great
Sanskrit scholar. Things were different then. Now T have been
struck with extraordinary change that has taken place and 1
realise what Pax Britannica means. At that time we could ex-
plore the famous Jain Bandar at Jesalmere and get a number
of Jain manuseripts which are now stored in the Deccan .
College Library and several libraries of Europe. Besides we
visited famous Jain temples and saw much of Jainism.

"~ On my return to Germany I determined to explore Jain
religion. As an obstinate opponent I had to fight with other
orienta] scholars against their theories as to origin and deve-
lopment *of Jainism. By convincing arguments 1 prove that
Juinism was not an off shoot of Budhism but quite indepen-
dent of it and much older than that. Incourse of that 1 shall
be able to prove that not only that Jainism is ancient and
independent religion but it is one of the graat religions of
the world.

It is left to you, Jains to supply me and my pupils with
your sacred Sutras and other works as you should well know,
more the light of Jainism shines, more the benefit will be
derived. I have incited many workers and try pupils to embark
upon the exploration_or rather description of the Jain religion
in its true perspective, I"in the end once more express feel-
ings or gratitude and extreme satisfaction for the fact that
my humble work has been appreciated by those whom it
was meant .

Lastly His Holiness Shri Vallabh Vijayaji while sam-
ming up exorted the audience to at once pick up the offer
made by Dr. Jacobi and to form a committee to carry it into
offect and also to have Jainreligion series, Prakrit Dictionary,
Jain History, compiled and the various false notions about
ain religion amongst the western scholars cleared up at the
hands of such Savaunts like Dr. Jacobi and his worthy pupils.
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