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“It is about forty years ago that Chah-Jehan, father of the present Great
Hlogul Aureng-Zebe, conceived the design of immortalising his name by the
erection of a city near the site of the ancient Delhi. This new capital he called
after his own name, Chah-Jehan-Abad or for brevity, Jehan-Abad; ie the colony
of Chah-Jehan. ............ in the Indies they scarce speak any more of Delhi,
but only of Jehan-Abad.”—Bernier, Travels in the Mogul Empire, p. 241.
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JAINA LITERATURE IN TAMIL.
By Prof. A. Chakravarti, M.A,, LLE.S.

Continued from Vol V, No. I, page 8.

The Chera prince is complimented by his Brahmana friend
Madalan as one who introduced the purer form of ¢ Pooppali’ in
temple worship. Incidentally we may mention another interesting

fact. There are two terms in early Tamil literature ‘ Andanan’
and ‘Parppan’ each with a story behind. It is generally assumed
that these two are synonyms. In several places they are probabiy
used as synonyms. When in the same work these two terms are
used in a slightly different connotations, they must be taken as
different. In this epic of anklet the term ‘ Andanan’ is interpreted
by the commentator to mean ‘ Sravaka’ the householder among the
Jainas. This is very interesting piece of information. These two
terms again occur in the famous Kura]l where the term ‘Parppan’
is interpreted to mean one who makes Veda Adhyayana ; where the
term ‘ Andanan’ is defined in a different manner as “ as one who is
all love and mercy to all the living creatures.” Evidently the term
~ ‘Andanan’ was conventionally used by early Tamil authors to
describe the followers of Ahirsa doctrine irrespective of birth, while
the term ‘Parppan’ was reserved by them to designate the social
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caste af the Brahmanas. This suggestion is worth investigating by
scholars interested in the social reconstruction of the early Tamils.

Jivaka Cintamani.—This work, the greatest of the five Mahaka-
vyas, is undoubtedly ‘ the greatest existing Tamil literary monu-
ment.” In grandeur of conception, in elegance of literary diction
and in beauty of description of nature it remains unrivalled in Tamil
literature. For the later Tamil authors it has been not only a model
to follow but an ideal to aspire to. The story that is told of Kamban,
the author of the great Tamil Ramayana, that when he introduced
his Ramayana before the academy of scholars, when some of the
scholars remarked that they discerned traces of Cintamani there,
Kamban, characteristic of intellectual courage and honesty, acknow-
ledged his debt with the following words :—

“ Yes, | have sipped a spoonful of the nectar from Cintamani,”
This indicates with what veneration the classic was held by the Tamil
scholars. ‘This gireat romantic epic which is at once the lliad and
the Odyssey of the Tamil language * is said to have been composed
in the early youth of the poet named Tiruttakkadeva. Nothing is
known about the author except his name and that he was born in
Mylapore, a suburb of Madras, where the author of Kura] also lived.
The youthful poet together with his master migrated to Madura the
great capital of the Pandyan kingdom and the centre of religious
activities. With the permission of the teacher the young ascetic
poet got introduced to the members of the Tamil Academy or
Sarigam at Madura. While in social conversation with some of the
fellow members of the academy he was reproached by them for the
incapacity of producing erotic work in Tamil language. To this he
replied that few Jainas cared to write poetry in Srigara Rasa. They
could very well do it as well as the others, but the fact that they
did not indulge in such literary compositions was merely the result
of their dislike of such sensual subjects and not due to literary
incapacity. But when his friends taunted whether he could produce
one, he accepted the challenge. Returning to his Aérama he reported
the matter to his master. While himself and his master were seated
together there ran a jackal in front of them which was pointed out
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by the master to his disciple who was asked to compose a few
verses relating to the jackal. Immediately Tiruttakkadéva, the
disciple, composed verses relating to the jackal, hence called Nari
viruttam, illustrating the instability of the body, ephemeral nature of
the wealth and such other topics. The master was pleased with
the extraordinary poetic ability of his disciple and gave him per-
mission to compose a classic describing the life history of Jivaka.
It contained all the various aspects of love and beauty. To mark his
consent the master composed an invocatory verse to be used by the
disciple as his first verse of his would-be work. Then his disciple
‘Tiruttakkaddéeva started composing another verse in adoration of
Siddha which was accepted by his Guru as much more beautiful than
his own and instructed him to keep this as his first verse while his
own was assigned a second place. Thus the verses containing
Siddhanamaskara starting with the words ‘Moovamudala® is the
first verse in Jivaka Cintamani while ‘ Arhan Namaskara’ composed
by the Guru beginning with the words ° sempor,waraimél ’ is assigned
the second place in the work. Thus as the result of the challenge
from his friendly poet of Madura Sarnigam, the Cintimani was
composed by Tiruttakkadeva to prove that a Jaina author also
could produce a work containing Srigara Rasa. It was admitted
on all sides that he had succeeded wonderfully well. When the
work was produced before the academy, the tradition says, that the
author was asked by his friends how he, from his childhood pledged
to perfect purity and celibacy, could compose a poem exhibiting
such unequalled familiarity with sensual pleasures. In order to
clear up this doubt it is said he took up a red-hot ball of iron with
these words “ Let this burn me, if | am not pure " ; and it is said he
came out of the ordeal unscathed, and his friends had apologised
to him for casting doubt on his purity of conduct. :

Unlike the previous work Silappadikdram which is sup-
posed to deal with the historical events which took place
~ during the life-time of the author, this classic deals with the
Puranic story of Jivaka. The story of Jivaka is found in
Sanskrit literature in plenty. The continuation work of Maha-
puragam by Jinasena composed by his disciple Gunabhadra
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‘contains the story of Jivaka in a chapter of Mahapurana. The
‘story is again found in Sri Puranam which is a prose in Manipravala
style, probably a rendering of this Mahapuranam. In Ksatracuda-
mani, in Gadyacintamani and Jivandhara Camptu we have the same
story worked out. Whether the author of the Tamil work had
-any of these Sanskrit works as the basis for his composition we
cannot assert with any definiteness.

Of all these Sanskrit works, Mahapurana is certainly the oldest
.and we have definite information that it belongs to the 8th century
A.D, since it was composed by Jinasena the spiritual teacher of
Amoghavarsa of the Rastraktta dynasty. But Jinasena himself
speaks of several previous works on which he bases his own
composition. Anyhow it is generally agreed by scholars that this
Tamil classic Jivakacintamani is probably later than the  8th century
A.D. We may accept this verdict for the present. The work is
divided into 30 Ilambakas or chapters, the first beginning with the
birth and education of the hero and the last ending with his
Nirvana.

1. Namagal I[lambagam—The story begins with the des-

cription of the country Hemangada in Bharata Khanda. Rajama-

puram is the capital of Hemangada. The ruler was Sachchandan
of the Kuru dynasty. This Sachchandan married his maternal
uncle’s Sridattan’s daughter named Vijaya. This {Sridattan was
ruling over the country of Videha. Since the king Sachchandan
was so much in love with his wife who was extremely beautiful, he
spent most of his time jn her apartment without attending to his
state affairs. He delegated to one of his ministers Kattiyangaran
the royal privileges to be exercised. This Kattiyarigiran, when once
he tasted the power and privilege of royalty, desired to usurp the
the same. The king, ignorant of such a Machievallian policy of
his minister, to whom he foolishly entrusted the state affairs, dis-
covered the mistake a little too late. In the meanwhile, the Queen
had three dreams of rather an unpleasant nature. When she
wanted the interpretation from the king, he somehow consoled her
‘not to worry about the dreams. Anticipating troubles from his
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ungrateful minister, it is said that he had constructed for him a sort
of aerial vehicle like the modern aeroplane in the form of a peacock.
This peacock machine was secretly constructed within the palace in

order to carry two persons in the air, and he instructed his Queen
to manipulate this machine. When the queen was in the state of
advanced pregnancy, the ungrateful Kattiyarigaran wanted to realise
his wish to usurp the kingdom and thus besieged the palace. Since

the peacock machine was constructed to carry the weight of two
persons alone and since the queen was in advanced state of preg-

nancy, the king thought it advisable to place the machine at her
disposal and himself stayed behind. When the machine started up

with the queen on it, the king with the drawn sword in his hand

came out to meet the usurper. In the melee of the fight the king

lost his life and the wicked Kattiyangaran proclaimed himself the
king of Rajamapuram. The queen, who by that time reached the
outskirts of the city, heard this royal proclamation resulting from the
death of her royal husband and lost control of the machine which

descended and landed on the cremation ground in the outskirts of
this city. In the darkness of night she gave birth to a son in those

pitiable surroundings. The queen had nobody to help her and the
child was crying helpless in the pitch-dark night on the cremation

ground. It is said that one of the Devatas taking pity on the queen,

assumed the form of one of her attendants in the palace and did

service to her. Just then one of the merchants of that city carrying.
his dead child to be buried came there. There he met the beautiful

child Jivaka which was left alone by his mother at the advice of

the Devata. The merchant by name Kandukkadan was very

much pleased at the sight of the royal baby which he recognised

as such from the ring in the child’s finger and took the live baby,
the royal child, back to his house and gave it back to his wife,

saying that her child was not dead. His wife gladly accepted this

gift from her husband and brought him up thinking it her own.

This child was Jivaka, the hero of our story.

The queen Vijaya accompanied by the Devata went to Danda-
karanya where she assumed the form of a female ascetic and stayed
in a Tapasa Aédrama. Jivaka was brought up in the merchant’s
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house with a number of his cousins. As a youth he was educated
by one Accanandi Acirya and also learnt archery and other arts
requisite for a prince. The Guru who was attracted by the ability
of his student one day narrated to him the tragic story of his royal
family and took a promise from the youthful prince that he should
not rush to revenge and recover his state till the expiry of one
complete year. After getting this promise from the youthful
disciple the Guru blessed the prince that he would recover his king-
dom after that period and discovered to him his own identity
Afterwards the Guru left him and went his own way to perform
Tapas and attain Nirvana after worshipping at the feet of the 24th
Tirthankara Mahavira. Thus ends the first chapter devoted to the
education of the prince Jivaka, hence called Namagal llambagan,
Namagal meaning Sarasvati the Goddess of tongue or speech.

2. Govindaiyar Ilambagam-—Wshile the prince was spending his
time with his chetty cousins in the family of Kandukkkadan, the
hill tribes from the borders carried away the cattle belonging to the
king. The shepherds in charge of the cows, being unable to
prevent this, ran to the king for help. The king immediately
ordered his 100 sons to go and fight the hunters and recover the
cattle. But they were all defeated by the hill tribes. The king did
not know what to do next. But the chief of the shepherds had it
published in :the city that he would give away in marriage his
daughter Govinda to any one who could successfully recover and
bring back the king’s cows. Jivaka heard. this proclamation, went in
pursuit of these ‘Védars’, and recovered all the cows. Since it
would not be proper for a Ksatriya to marry a shepherd maid, he
with the consent of the Nandakén the shepherd chief had Govinda
married to his friend and associate Padumuhan. Thus ends the
second chapter dealing with the marriage of Govinda.

3. Gandharvadattaiydr Ilambagam—Gandharvadatta was the
daughter of a Vidyadhara king named Kalusavega. Learning from
an astrologer that his daughter would marry someone in Rajamaha.
pura, he wanted to send his daughter to that city. When he was wait-
ing for an opportunity for this, a merchant from that city Rajamaha=
pura by name Sridatta was returning home with ship-loads of gold as a
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result of his sea-borne trade. Just like the magic ship-wreck effected
by Prospero in Shakespeare’s Tempest, this Vidyadhara king'did
create a magic ship-wreck and managed to bring the merchant Sridatta
to his court. There he was intimated why he was brought to the
Vidyadhara capital; and he was instructed to take with him the
princess Gandarvadatta to be given in marriage to anybody who
would defeat her in a Vina contest. Returning to his capital with
this Vidyadhara princess, Sridatta proclaimed to the citizens the
conditions of Vind Svayarmvara and offered the Vidyadhara princess
to one who would succeed in this contest. This contest was
arranged with the permission of Kattiyangaran the then ruling king.
Members belonging to the first three Varnas were invited for the
contest. Every one got defeated by this princess Gandharvadatta.
Thus elapsed six days. On the seventh day the prince Jivaka, who
was taken by th= citizens for merely a merchant’s son, wanted to
try his chance in this music contest. When Jivaka exhibited his
musical skill in this contest, the Vidyadhara princess acknowledged
him to be victorious and accepted him as her husband. Several
princes who were assembled there, out of jealousy, wanted to fight
Jivaka but all these were defeated and finally Jivaka took Gandhar-
vadattd home where he celebrated the regular formal marriage.
Thus ends the third cl.lapter of the marriage of Gandharvadatta.

4. Gunamalaiyar llambagam—On another day during Vasanta
festival the youth of the city went to the adjoining Park for play
and enjoyment. Among these were two young ladies Suramaiijari
and Gunamald. Between them there arose a discussion as to the
quality of the fragrant powder used for the purpose of bathing.
Each claimed that her powder was superior. The matter was
referred to the wise youth Jivaka, who gave a verdict in favour of
Gunamalad. Hearing the decision Suramaijari was sorrow-struck
and decided to shut herself up in Kanyamada with a vow that she
would never see male’s face, till this very Jivaka would come begging
for her hand in marriage. While Suramanjari desisted from taking
part in the Vasanta festival Gunamala encouraged by the verdict in
her favour went out to enjoy the festival. Jivaka himself on his way
observed a dog beaten to death by some Brahmanas whose food was
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touched by this poor dog. When he saw the dying dog, he tried to
help the poor creature and whispered to him the Paficanamaskara
with the hope that it would help the creature to have a better
future. Accordingly the animal was born in Devaloka as a Deva
called Sudafjana. This Sudafjana Deva immediately appeared
before Jivaka to express his sense of gratitude and was willing to serve
him. But Jivaka sent him back with the instruction that he would
send for him whenever he was in need. While he thus dismissed
the Deva, he witnessed a terrible scene. The king’s elephant escaped
from its place and immediately ran towards the Udyana in front of
the people returning home after the festival. Justthen he saw
Gunamala with her attendants returning home. Thev were all
frightened at the sight of the mad elephant. Jivaka rushed to their
rescue, subdued the king’s elephant and made it return home
quietly ; and thus made the way clear for Gunamala and her friends.
While Gunamala saw the beautiful prince, she immediately fell in
love with him. This was reported to her parents who arranged
for the marriage of Gunamala with Jivaka, which was accordingly
celebrated. But the king Kattiyangaran came to know of the chastise-
ment of his royal elephant and sent his sons and brother-in-law
Madanan to bring this Chetty boy Jivaka. They with a number .
of soldiers came and surrounded Kandukkadan’s house. Though
Jivaka wanted to fight against them, he remembered his promise
to his Guru to keep quiet for one full year and therefore was not
in a position to defend himself. Thus in difficulty he remembered
his friend Sudaijana Deva who immediately brought about a
cyclone and rain thus created confusion among his enemie. In
this confusion Jivaka was lifted and carried away by his friend
Sudafijana Deva to his own place. The king’'s officers, in their
confusion, were not able to find out Jivaka; they killed some
one else; and reported the matter to the king that they could
not bring Jivaka alive and therefore they had to kill him in
" the confusion created by the cyclone. The king was very much
pleased with this result and rewarded them all amply. '

Contd.



Some Iconographic Terms from Jaina Inscriptions.

BY

Mr. V. S. Agarwala, M.A.

The late B. Puran Chand Nahar, famous Jaina scholar of
Calcutta, published in three volumes about 2,500 Jaina inscriptions
which he had after great patient labour compiled from numerous
temples and images. While going through the volumes I noticed
some technical words used in the inscriptions themselves, and
which considering their importance for the sake of Jaina iconogra-
phic terminology | collected, and am now presenting below. 1 have
supplemented the same from the Kushana Brahmi Inscriptions found
from the Kankali Tila, Mathura, so that the inscriptions all together
present a range of about two thousand years. Where reference to
Kankali Tila is not specifically mentioned, the terms are mostly those
from the medieval period.

An image is generally called q\ﬁ, more often it is ajso styled- as
fass or 519 =4, if the image represents a Tirthamkara. A temple
is rightly named f=133. The cella of the temple is called T3,

Images of Supdrsva and Par$vanatha had a hood of serpent-
heads, and the name for such images was @®W qfcl From the
Kankali Tila we have found several four-fold steles, representing
four standing Jinas. One of these images is always a @%® I{Fél, and
[ believe was intended to represent the Tirthankara Suparéva, in
whose memory a stupa was built at the Kankali Tila site, as stated
in the Mathura Kalpa of the Vividha-tirtha-kalpa.

The four-fold Mathura images are technically named in the

" Brahmi inscriptions as Sfq®r gaawag®s | Ep. Ind., Vol. 1, Ins. 2]
dedicated to the Lord (wna@), or =gsa Afqar wadralgs (Ep.

" Ind., Vol. II, Ins. XVI), or in its Prakritised form as mag\afzs
[EL 1L, Ins. no. XXXVIl]. In the medieval period this name
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appears to have been supplanted by another word, viz, <gfa¥d, used
in a Kankali Tila epigraph of the Vikrama year 1080. 'E.I,
Vol I, Ins. XLI]. The modern name sg&h is almost a derivation

from =igfasa.

Among the medieval Jaina images there is a class in which
around the figure of a central Jina, twenty-three other Jinas are
also carved, so that the complete slab honours the memory of all
the 24 Tirthankaras.. Such images are now known as Stsftet qﬁl
In the medieval period inscriptions they are called agfiafaas
[ Nahar Vols. Ins. no. 2407 ]. The =igfd'@ifd 9 derived its specific

name from the name of the central Jina figure. For example we
find mention of the following Jina slabs :—

I. sufgarg g afdsr  [Ins. 2457 |
ety sgfaafiae | Ins. 2553 .
foway agfaafa @ [ Ins. 2554 1.
#ft TP |l sgl ofd g2 [ Ins. 1695 ]
ot gfafaary sgfa'af oz [ Ins. 1329 ].

6. it dwiRdfdrEgfaf g [ Ins. 1733 ],

-In the last inscription the name of the Central Jina is given as
Sambhava, but the other twenty-three are also implied in the
phrase ®@®AIfR, ie., Sambhava and others We are indebted to
Inscription No. 1731 for the technical name of the principal Jina

represented on the wigfagif slabs; he was designated as HaT4%.
The particular slab is inscribed as.....31 mffEar gaaEe—
wgfanfa 92 :—

The word for a standing Jina imageis FrETeE T l{ﬁl In
Ins. 2146 we read HrARERAAT 57t g af@ar which description is
justified by its @%W feature, In Ins. 2402 we read on a colossal
standing image of Bahubali : it iﬂgﬂr:?ll{ﬁf: FrATERE Hifar |

In connection with the carving of the 24 Jina images on one
slab, it may be noted that sometimes the mothers of.the 24 Jinas also
were represented on a single slab. One such example depeincting
24 female figures we find in Ins. no. 2432 describing the same as

sit sigfiafa fds agatzsr,

voA W N
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In fact the fondness of the Jainas for carving religious slabs or
tablets was responsible for a variety of them having come into
existence. In the earliest inscriptions of about the st century B. C.
from the Kankali Tila we read of =mamae s 'Ep. Ind. Vol II,
Ins. VXXX, XXXIl] Dr. Bithler rendered it as a ‘ Tablet of
Homage’ and connected it with the Sanskrit from =amez. We
have several perfect examples of Ayagapatas from Kankali Tila,
now preserved in the LLKo museum, and it can be asserted that for
perfect grouping, symmetry of composition and for the wealth of
contents, there is nothing else in Mathura art that can compare
with the Jaina Ayagapatas from the Kankali Tila. They were
established in honour of a Jina or one of the sacred symbols which
occupied the centre of the picture, and symbolically they could be
said to represent the Jaina conception of Time and Space as making
up the Cosmos and the Spirit that presides over it. Ayagapatta
no. 82 in the Mathura Museum depicts the stupa with gateways
and railing that actually stood at the site of Kankali Tila.

The custom of establishing Ayagapatta of the Kankali Tila
type seems to have been discontinued after the Kushana period.
In the medieval period records we come across other kinds of
pattas :—

. aqzrast 9g% [ Ins. no. 2574 ]. This is one of the most
important inscriptions published in his volumes by Sri P. C. Nahar.
It gives the genealogy of the Jaina pontiffs from Mahavira to
Devardhigani, covering a period of 980 years. This slab is illus-
trated in the beginning of Vol. Il of Jaina Inscriptions by Nahar.

2. quafzF1 [ Ins. No. 2144 . lllustrated on p. 22 of Vol. Il
by P. C. Nahar. It gives the dates of the Five Great Events
(4a%&1WF) of the 24 Jinas, but its particular name is derived from
the fact that it gives charts of the six kinds of tapas and also illus-
illustrates graphically the two kinds of penances known as IR and
- @%@, The six kinds of penances given there are the following:—

(a) @g™Mg ay, lasting for 196 days, punctuated by 49 parands
or eatings,
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(b) waATAg a4, 392 days, 49 parands.
(c) wgas—75 days, 25 »
(d) wR=Tas—175 days, 25 "
(e) shuad %@r aq.

(f) %R % sgy au.

The I%A= a9 is performed in the dark half of the month regu-
lating the morsels according to the waning phases of the moon,
and the II7 variety is followed in the bright half as a J=|EW 4.

3. ®EANUFIE | Ins. on p. 35 of introduction, to Vol. III, and the
illustration also facing it. ] The Jainas believe that there were five
great events in the life of each Tirthankara, viz, =9QW (= =439,
Descent or Conception), 5 (= %+, Birth), fF@r (= &9, Initiation),
Atw (= 34, Enlightenment) and @& (=#W, Passing Away).
The slabs which give the dates viz. the month and day of these
auspicious events were known as 49%AIUE 9. In the dI9g given
above, the d9%&ITW% details are also incorporated.

4. s 9z. [ Ins. 2409] depicting the aA3AIW congregations.
5. qig®ag depicting foot=prints.

Cognizance or symbols—The distinguishing symbols of the 24
Jinas are well-kknown. What | wish to emphasize here is the
fact that the la#chhanas appeared at a later date in Jaina iconography.
Of all the images from Kankali Tila I have not come acrossa
single image with a cognizanee to mark it out as the statue of a
particular Tirthamkara. The l@#ichhanas in fact do not exist, so far
as art is concerned, up to the end of the Kushana period. The
dedicatory inscriptions only help us in knowing the name of the
Jina represented. For example we have from Kankali Tila =ifteAfa
EL, I, Ins. 14), wiganad (E. L. 11, Ins. 20), agard (E. L, 1, Ins. 23),
gqd (E.L, 11, Ins. 28), wizd (E. . Vol. 1], Ins. 29) etc. .

"A temple in the early Brahmi inscriptions was called am@®g
[ E.L, 11, Ins. 4] and a gateway or architrave as ar@ig @1 [ E. L, 11,
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Ins. I']. In one inscription the pillar is referred to as famew (E L, L,
‘Ins. II). ‘ :

The word for a sculptor is fa@@er [Ins. 2501 ; also 2503, 2505
etc., Nahar).

Its variation is fqi@rag | Ins. 2504]. In fact this title for a sculptor
is still in vogue in Rajputana and in some parts of North India
where it has not been replaced by the Persian sang-tarash.
In one inscription the engraver is referred to as T4, [ Ins. 2512 '
It may be added that in a Brahmit inscription of the Kushana period
engraved on the pedestal of a seated Bodhisattva statue of Mathura
red sandstone, discovered at Sravastl, the epithet to denote the
sculptor is Saila-rapakara (Arch. Survey Report, 1908-9, p. 135.)
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A JAINA GANESA OF BRASS
BY

‘H. D. SANKALIA, M.A,, LL.B, Ph. D. (Lond.)

The image of Ganeda ' which is here discussed and illustrated
is now exhibited in the collection of “Bronzes " in the Museum of
the Indian Historical Research Institute, St. Xavier’s College,
Bombay.

The image is cast in brass and is 65" in height and 45"
in breadth (the entire crst). Ganesa is represented as sitting
in the crose-legged posture for meditation (padmé@sana), on a lotus-
seat (padma-@sana’, which is resting on a rectangular stand.
Behind, on the stand, isa “torana” ? surmounted by a kalasa 3.
Over this was held an umbrella as is indicated by a loop affixed at
at the back. He has 18 arms the additional 16 springing up from
the two main arms), and has his trunk towards the right. The
point where it is again turned to the left is joined up with the main
part of the trunk to form a circular receptacle (perhaps to hold
some object?). Ganeda wears a karandamukuta, hara, sarpopavila
(sacred thread in the shape of a serpent), which also covers the

1. See Plate. A photograph of it is published here with the kind
permission of Rev. H. Heras, S. J. '

2. After Comaraswamy, Catalogue of the Indian Collections in the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston (1923), pp. 105 and 108, Athough usually it is called a
prabhavali.

3. Coomaraswamy lbid., calls this ornament, which appears on the images
published by him (mainly from Gujardt) a cailya and doubts if it is a vestigé
of Buddhist or Jaina influence. This name for the ornament seems to.be
improper. It is undoubtedly kalafa, and is usually found on the images in
Jaina temples from Gujardt. Most probably this #a/afa —type ornament is a
result of the evolution of the triple umbrella marks found on Jaina sculptures,
which getting mixed up with the architectural ornament— kala$a—took this
shape. Cailya, however, would be a proper name for this ornament in

Buddhist sculptures as explained by Bhattacharyya, Buddhist Iconography,
p. 191.
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belly, and a lower garment. In his left lap is seated his Sakti,
Laksmidevn, who is represented with two arms only ; her right hand -
carries a flower nilotpala (?) and the left a c@mara. Just near the
left leg of the lotus-stool is a small rat eating a sweet ball, modaka.

This image is remarkable for a number of reasons.

First, for the number of arms. Ganesa in his representations
as Vira-Vighneda or as Maha-Ganapati is, at the most, endowed
with 16 or 10 arms respectively ¢ but not more. Neither has a
figure with more arms been published so far.? This figure of
Ganesa has 18 arms and the emblems held by the hands are not
in accordance with those prescribed in the case of a multi-handed
Ganesa 3. Here we have (beginning with the right hands from the
top), a pointed object held in the fist—perhaps a $#la (dagger, now
broken); 2 paraéu 'axe); 3 radish *; 4 mudala (pestle) or bara
(arrow) ; 5 gada (mace) or is it a kind of flower? 6 palm stretched
out on the side (is it dandahssta ® or abhaya mudra?); 7 palm
similarly stretched out but holds aksamala (rosary); 8 tridula
(tridenta) ? 9 vajra (thunderbolt). The left hands have: 1 abhaya
mudr@ ® ; 2 dhanur (bow) ; 3 kalasa (water-vessel) ; 4 pomegranate (?),
5 ankuéa (elephant-goad) or pisa (noose); 6 book (); 7 ankusa
again (?); 8 broken tooth (? ; 9 bijorakari or vigor@ fruit (citon) 7 .

Secondly for the pose. The usual sitting pose for Ganesa
figures is mah@rdjalila ; less frequently the ardhapadmisana pose
prescribed by canonical texts 8. But this figure is seated in a full

l. Cf. Gopinath Rao, Elements of Hindu Iconography, Vol. 1, pp. 52 and 55.

2. See Ibid., and Getty, Ganesa ; also Coomaraswamy,op. cit., and Catalogue
of the Collections in the Colombo Museum ; Ramachandran, South Indian Hindu
Metal Images in the Madras Museum; Bhattasali, Iconography of Buc{dlmt and
Braﬁmamcal Sculptures in the Dacca Museum.

See Gopinath Rao, op. cit., Vol. ], pp. 52 and 55.

See Getty, op. cit., pp. 18 and 32.

This should properly be shown by the left hand.

Usually this is shown by one of the right hands.

See Getty, op. cil., unnumbered page after the Introduction.
See Gopinath Rao, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 49 and pl. x. fig. 1.

® NV AW
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padmasana  Till now no sculpture either in stone or in “bronze ”
seated in this pose is published from Indian collections. !

Thirdly, for its trunk. It is turned to the right. “This is, how-
ever, not an absolutely unusual feature for figures with trunks
similarly treated are found. ?

Fourthly, for the kdlaéa-like ornament on the torana of the stand.
This suggests Jaina influence, as an identical ornament is found on
the images of the Jaina Tirthankaras in the collection of the Museum.
It is not improbable that the image belonged originally to the
grabha-grha (shrine-chamber) of some Jaina temple where it was
worshipped along with other brass images, because Ganeda is
worshipped as a lord of auspicious eveuts and remover of obstacles
even by the Jainas, and the ritual of establishing (pratisth@panavidhi)
his image is described at length in a Jaina work called 4charadina-
kara.? According to this work an image of Ganeda may be of
‘several kinds—prasadastha, piijaniya, dhdraniya, and vidydganaéa ; may
be made of any metal including brass (riti or riri) but not of any other
mixed metal, may have 18 or even 108 hands and may be seated in a
padm@sana*. Our image, it will be seen, has many of these features
—viz,, it is made of brass and has 18 hands. Further, (to cite
archaeological evidence), an image of Ganesda is usually placed either
on the entrance gateway or on that of the shrine in a Jaina temple®.

1. Even from outside India, Ganesa figure in full padmasana published so
far is only one—a Four-headed Ganeda from Indo-China, (See Getty, op. cit.,
pl. 27 and pls. 25 —28 respectively), though a number of figures in partial
padmasana are known

2. Ibid, pls. I b; IVb; Xb; XXb; XXXVla; cf. Rao, op. cit., p. 48 ;
(however he has not published a single image of this nature).

3. Published in two parts in the Kharatara Granthamald, No.2 (A.D. 1922),
p, 210. I am thankful to my friend, Mr. S. C. Upadhyaya for drawing my
attention to this work.

4. Ibid, p. 210.

5. For instance, on the doorway of the devakuizka on the left of the
principal entrance of the sabkamandapr of the Jaina temple at Sarotrd, N,
Gujarit. See Burgess, Archaeological Survey Western India, Vol. IX, p. 100.
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It may be pointed out here incidentally that this point—the place
of Ganeda in Jainism (literature ! and sculpture! has not been
touched upon by Getty in her otherwise exhaustive work on Ganesa.

Two other points may be noted. First, that though the Sakti
of Ganesa is seated on his left lap as is the case with Sakti Ganapatis

she sits unsupported.

Second, this is one of the very rare cases in which the figure
of Ganesa is so well proportioned as this one. Aurtistically it does
not look ugly but looks well modelled just because the belly is made
proportionate to suit the padm@sana-pose of the figure.

It is not known whence the figure came  The kalasa-type
ornament and other features point towards Gujarit as its provenance
where it was probably worshipped in a Jaina temple or home as a
dha@rniyamiirti portable image) and place it in about the 15th
century A. D.

S ——

1. Hemachandra’s works, for instance, do not begin with an invo-
vation to U me$r, Still Gave$a is mentioned by him in his Abhidhinak (c)
intémari, ed. by Boehtlingk and Rieu (Petersburg 1847), p. 35 as Heramba,
" Vighne$a, Paréupani, Vinayaka, etc. ; see also Abhidhinasamgraha, Vol. 1, p. 12.




Asoka and Jainism. .

BY

Kamta Prasad Jain, M, R. A. S.

Intreductory.

At the beginning of the Indian researches the inscriptions of the
Mauryan Emperor Asoka were a sealed book for the European
Scholars ; but it was also through their laudable efforts that these
recards on stone were deciphered by the help of Cylonese Buddhist
texts. Prof. T. W. Rhys Davids remarked that ““It is not too much
to say that without the help of the Ceylon books the striking identi-
ficationsof the king Piyadasi of the inscriptions with the king Asoka
of history would never have been made.”! Henceforth it became
an easy task for the scholars to study the inscriptions more success-
fully ; but in doing so they could not keep clear their vision of the
latter monkish evidence and were mostly swayed by the accounts
of the poetical and sectarian boo'ss of the Cylonese Buddhists.?

The Buddhist legends are not pure history.

It seems that the accounts of the Buddhist legends are not pure
history to rely upon. Mr. Vincent Smith admitted that these
chronicles are full of ‘silly fictions’ and hence are ‘of no historical
value” They should be ¢treated simply edifying romances.’?
Prof. D. R. Bhandarkar supports him when he says that Buddhist
traditions expressed in these chronicles contain ‘such downright
absurdities and inconsistencies’ and ‘ disclose so much of dogmatical
and sectarian tendency that very little that is contained in these
traditions may be accepted as historical truth.,’ * Moreover in the
words of Prot. R. K. Mookerjee, ‘these legends are themselves at

1. American Lectures, p. 46,
2. Smith, Asoka, pp. 19—23.
3. Bhandarkar, Asoka, p. 96.
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conflict with one another in many places and thus betray themselves
all the more.”* Prof. T. W. Rhys Davids’ following remarks also
seem to hold good :—

“Now that we have the contemporary records in all their
simplicity and redolent of the time, the pictursque accounts, written
six centuries or more afterwards by well meaning members of the '
Buddhist Order, who were thinking the while not of historical
criticism, but of religious edification, seem of poor account ” . Bud-

~ dhist India, p. 274).

~ *“Itis therefore,” says Dr. Kern,” “unsafe to draw inferences
from such narrations.” Yet there are a few scholars like Dr.
Hultszch who have faith in these legends. But the recent remarks
of Rev. Fr. H. Heras, S. J. may be taken as a last word on the point.
He writes® :— :

“The Buddhist chronicles of the 4th, 5th and 6th centuries
have deceived many a scholar. To count so great a monarch as
Asoka among the disciples of Gautama was unquestionably a
distinct advantage to the declining Buddhist monachism. Hence
their statement is not reliable at all.” -

‘Dharma of the Predecessors of Asoka.

Therefore the only reliable evidence on the subject are Asoka’s ins-
criptions themselves and we should see from them that what was the
‘Dharma of Asoka. But we find Asoka stating in his 7th pillar edict
that his predecessors endeavoured to propogate and diffuse the
spirit of Dharma among the people, though they were not successful.
Now let us see, who were these predecessors of Asoka and what
was their Dharma? Asoka ruled over India from Magadha and
no doubt he was the king of Magadha. Therefore his predecessors

4. Mookerjee, Asoka, p. 2.
5.  Manual of Indian Buddhism, p. 115,

6. Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society, Vol. XVIl p. 255. The
present writer is indebted to Rev. Fr. H. Heras for deriving help from his
learned collaboration, loc. cit.

7. Mookerjee, Asoka, p. 186 (P. E. VII).
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can only be the kings of Magadha. In the Indian history the first
historical king of Magadha known is érenika Bimbadara.® He and
his successors Ajatasatru and Udayin were followers of Jainism °
and we know from the Jaina records that they strived and worked
for the cause of thereligion of Jinas.!® Nandas upset these Saisuniigas
and it is evident from the Hathigumha inscription '! and from
the literary evidence as well,!? that the earlier Nandas were likewise
the adherents of Jainism. Some of the latter Nandas of course
seem to have been of Brahmanical pursuasion. These were a bit
remote predecessors of Asoka, though Jainism mostly had a great
claim on them. But the immediate predecessors of Asoka were
his own parents. Thess too, were attracted by Jainism and seem
to have actually professed it.

It is evident from the Jaina accounts that Mahavira, the last
Jaina Tirthankara was successful in preaching his religion among
the Moriyas, who were the kinsmen of Chandragupta. One of the
chief apostles of Mahavira was a Moriyaputta and there were also
many other Moriyaputtas'3> who became his followers,!* Thus
Jainism predominated amongst the Moriyas % and it was but
natural for Chandragupta, the grandfather of Asoka, who of
course had connections with the Moriyas and lived with them,16
to get into its influence from the very boyhood. The Jaina tradition
make him a Jaina king from the very beginning of his reign.?” He

8. Early History of India, p. 33,

9. " » p. 33 and Cambridge History of India, I. p. 161.
10. My  Sawuksipta Jaina Itihdsa, vol. II pt. I pp. 14—28,
1. Journal of the Behar & Orissa Res. Soc., Vol. XIII p. 245.
12.  Early History of India, pp. 45—46 ; Parisista-Parva ; Yogasastra etc.,
and Savk : Jaina ltihasa I, pt. I. p. 29 f.
13. Samk:ipta Jaina Itihdsa, Vol. I, pt. I. p. 122.
14. Bhagavati-Sutta (Hyderabad ed.) page 427. T A Iﬁ'&q‘aﬁﬂfm
ERAT |’ etc.
15. Sawksipta Jaina Itihdsa, Vol. I, pt. I, p. 237.

16. Some Ksatriya Clans of Ancient India, p. 205 and Samks. Jain
Itihis 11, i.

17, Bhadrabihu-Charitra, Ch. 1l & Tiloyapahiiati, Pra$asti,
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has been styled as a Jaina king along with Himasitala, in a geneo-
logical Jist of Hindu Rajis as well.1® In fact, the available Jaina
evidence is reliable enough to impress the scholars with its authen-
ticity.?® Hence Chandragupta has been regarded as a disciple of
the great Jaina monk Srutakevali Bhadrabahu, who abdicated in
favour of his son on hearing about a |2 years’ famine in North
India from his venerable precept and retired with him and the
Samgha to South India, where he served his preceptor till his death
at Sravanabelagola and glorified Jainism by his illustrious religious

deeds.?°

After Chandragupta, Vindusira sat on the throne of Magadha.
Buddhistic legends state that he followed the religion of Brahmanas;
but they are not unanimous on the point, for we find in one of
them stated that Vindusfira and his queen, the mother of Asoka,
honoured the Ajivika Saints.?' On the other hand, the Jaina lite-
rature styles him as a Jaina and names him as ° Simhasena " also.”?
It is stated therein that Some Vedic Brahmanas once influenced the

18. Mackenzie Mss. Book No. 20, JASB, Vil p. 4¢1-

19- Earty history of India, p. 154 & Cambridge History of India, I, pp. 164
—165.

20. Narasi nthachariar, Sravar.iabelagola pp. 25—40.

The Jaina tradition describes Chatkya, the minister of Chandragupta, also
as a Jaina and states that he too, retired and became a Jaina monk like his
master. However Prof. S. R. Sharma’s following remarks are notable in this
respect :—* The Jainas believe that Chianakya was also a Jain, favoured Jain
teachers, and in his old age tried to strive himself to death like a true Jain
saint” (Jolly, Artha%istra, Intro. p. 10) Tradition represents the * wicked
minister ° as having repented and retired to ‘Shookal Tirtha’ on the banks
of the Narbada, where he died and Chandragupta is also supposed to have
accompanied him. ‘Shookal Tirtha  is the exact Sanskrit equivalent of
‘ Belgola *~ which in Kanarese means “ White pond.” In the inscriptions it is
also called dhavalasara which also means * White lake’. This co-incidence,
if it were merely accidental, is certainly significant. Apart from minor details,
this confirms the opinion of Rhys Davids that “ the linguistic and epizraphical
evidence so far available confirins in many respects the general reliability
of the tradition current among the Jains.” (Buddhist India, pp. 164—270).

~21. Mookerjee, Asoka pp 3 and 64 f.
22. Pardistiparva and Rajavalikathe—Prof. Hiralal, Jain Silalekha Samgraha,
Introduction pp. 61 ff.
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sensual indulgence all atonce.?’ As he advances in his spiritual
belief he gets disgusted with his that condemnable habit and gives
it up altogether in no time. Moreover in the Buddhist period it
was only Jainism that gave a full stress on Ahimsa and condemned
meat dishes. Brahmanas, Buddhists and others freely partake of
them.?? Hence the statement of Asoka that in end he abolished
hins@ in the shape of killing animals for his royal kitchen altogether
betrays the influence of Jainism on him. Rice,3* Thomas 3* and
others 35 admitted that Asoka was a Jaina at an early stage of

his life.

Buddhist literature also seems to support our this view indirectly,
for we find mentioned in the ‘Mahavamsa’ (V) that “ Asoka fed
religious mendicants of different sects to test their conduct,” and
it is said clearly in the ¢Samantapasadikd’ (I, 44-45) that “ Asoka
followed the doctrine of the heretics for three years.36” The heretics
(Titthyas) of Buddhists are mostly Jainas *~ Thus we may be
justified to regard that Asoka followed Jainism openly at a time in

his life.
Asoka’s Dharma was not Buddhism

It is not a new idea that the Dharma of Asoka was not Buddhis=
tic. Fleet,?® Wilson,?? Thomas,*® Macphail,#! Monahan #* and
other scholars *3 have affirmed this prior to us. Rev. Fr. Heras also

St gzafy o< aFEg HEREY A1 IR
—INEER |

32. See my Hindi treatise entitled “ Bhagawina Mahavira Ki Ahimsa

(Delhi), pp. 12—37.
33. Mysore and Coorg from the Inscriptions, pp. 12—13.
34. JRAS.IX 181 f. 35. Hindi Vi¢wakosa, Vol. VII, p. 150.
36. Buddhistic Studies, pp. 205—206.
37. JBBRAS, Vol. IV Jany. 1855, p. 401 ff.
38. JRAS. 1908. pp. 491—492. 39. Ibid, p. 238.
40. JRAS.IX, 181 f 41. ASOKA p. 48.
42. Early History of Bengal p. 214.
43, Journal of the Mythic Society, XVIl, 271—273 and Hindi Vi¢wa-

kosa, VIL
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remarks that “ Even Dr. Kern says that * inscriptions, with a few
exceptions, contain nothing particularly Buddhistic.’* Senart after
having said that in the Dharma ‘there is nothing exclusively
Buddhistt ; makes the following statement: ‘In my opinion our
monuments (Asoka’s inscrip’s) are witnesses of a stage of Buddhism
sensibly different from that which is developed in later times.’}
This is only a guess without any foundation. The same contradic-
tion is also made by Hultzsch. He says that all his moral procla-
mations ‘do not characterize him as Buddhist reformer,’ but he
adds ‘ if we turn to an examination of what he tells us about the
nature of his Dharma, it appears that the latter is in thorough
agreement with the picture of Buddhist morality which is preserved
in the beautiful authology entitled ¢Dhammapada.’”§ Both the
statements of Senart and Hultzsch seem to have been elicited in
compliance with the statement of those who style Asoka the great .
Buddhist missionary.” **

Prof. Radhakumud Mookerjee also do not find pure Buddhism
in the Dharma preached by Asoka, but he tries to uphold the view
that Asoka professed Buddhism by pointing out that his private or
personal religion was different than that of his edicts.*® But it
seems hardly tenable since human psychology teaches us that man
cannot inspire and work against the ideal which is very near and
dear to his heart. Hence the following statement of Rev. H.
Heras, S. J. is characteristic on the point :(—

“But if we examine carefully, without bias and with an
open mind, Asoka’s moral precepts and dogmatic
tenets .. . we immediately realise that his Dharma is
common to all Indian religions, though specially influenced
by Jaina doctrines as regards sacredness of inviolability

of life.” (JMS., xvit. 271).
Contd.

* Manual of Indian Buddhism, p. 112, ‘

+ Indian Antiquary, XX, p. 260. t Ibid pp. 264—265.
§ Hultzsch, C. L. L, L, p. xlix.

44. Journal of the Mythic Society (JMS.) XVII, p. 271.

45. Mookerjee, Asoka, pp. 60—68.



The Jaina Chronology.
By Kamta Prasad Jain, M. R. A. S.
Continued from Vol. V' No. I, page 32.
EVENTS OF THE ANCIENT HISTORICAL PERIOD

|
No. !{ Period & Date. ’ Events.
}

|

27 ! Jaratakumara of the Yadava-vamda and
cousin of Sri Krasna went to Kalinga and
| ruled over that country. In his line the
following kings appeared who were followers
. of the Jaina faith and rulers of Kalinga :—

Vasudhwaja, Suvasu, Bhimvarma, Ka-
pistha, Ajatdatri, Satrusena, Jitari  and
Jitasatru.  Jitadatru was related to the father
‘of Tirthankara Mahavira.

(Ref. Hari s. 66).

28 Pausa Krsana After 83750 years since the nirvana of
Ekadasi 895 B. C.| Tirthankara, Aristd-Nemi, Parsvanatha, the

or 877 B. C. ' last but one Tirthankara born at Benares.
j! His father was King Asva or Visvasena of
; Ugravamsa and his mother was Queen
Vamadevi.

Prince Parsvanatha while on a stroll, met
Tapasa Mahipala, who was practising false
asceticism, viz,, Panchagani-tapd, Hathayoga
etc., and pointed to him its uselessness
and harm. But the cenceited tipasa
became enraged at his thus publicly
denouncing the mode of selftorture as a

,
- - - - = g

29| Ll
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Period & Date.

30

31

Pausa Krsana
Ekadasi 865 B.C.
or 847 B. C.
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Events.

- —— ———

means to salvation and he showed a half-
burnt pair of snake to the beguiled Tapasa.
This incident is significant of the g:eat reform-
ing spirit, deep thoughtfulness and clear sight
of Prince Pdrsva.

According to the Digambara belief
Parévanatha enjoyed worldly life as a bache-
lor Crown Prince for thirty years He was
not married and observed the house-holder's
vows from his very boyhood. But the Sveta.
mbaras differ from this view. It is related
in Svetambara canonical books that king.
Asvasena sent Prince Parsva for the help of
king Prasenjit of Kusasthala, who was
attacked and beseiged by the army of the
Mlechchas. Paréva fought bravely against
the Mlechchas and drove them away. King
Prasenjit's daughter Prabhavati was charmed
with- the Pardva’s valour and bravery and
she was ultimately married to Pardva; who
passed several years of happy conjugal life
with her. In another Swetambara legend
the name of the father of Prabhavat! is given
as Naravahana. Digambaras do not believe
in this legend and style Parsva as a Bala-
brahmachari along with four other Tirthan-
karas.

King of Ayodhyd sent an embassy to
Benares with valuable presents for Prince
Parsva ; who received it joyfully and enquired
of him about the history of Ayodhya and its
kings. When Paréva came to know about the
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Events.

No. 1T ]
No. Period & Date.
32 Pausa Krsana
Chaturdast
865 B. C.
or
847 B. C,
33 | Ditto to
Chaitra Krasna
13th.

greatness and pious deed of Sri Rsabhadeva
and other kings of Ayodhya from the narra-
tion of ambassador, his spirit of renunciation
was awakened. He renounced the. world
and became a naked ascetic.

Pardvanatha after attaining to manah-

| paryaya-jidna at ASvatthavana retired to the

town named Gulmakhetapura, where he was
entertained as a pious ascetic by king Dhanya.

Sramana Paréva returned to some quiet
peaceful forest and set himself to observe
deep contemplation and severe asceticism.
His manly valour and bravery then mani-
fested in the shape of perfect spirit of for-
bearance, endurance and sacrifice. He
suffered much at the hands of men and
gods, but he never lost his temper. For
full four months continuously he remained
absorbed in concentrating his mind and
atlast travelling about he reached again in
the Asvatthn-vana in the vicinity of Benares;
where when he was standing lost in undis-

turbed meditation, a celestial being namely

Samvara, who bore enemiity against him since
last nine incarnations of worldly life, appea-
red on the scene and began to harass the
great ascetic in many ways. At this moment

| the Naga king Dharanendra and his consort

Padmavati came of their own accord to do
homage and show their gratitude since they *
were the snake-pair in their previous life
whom Parévanatha saved half-burnt. They

| made Samvara to run away.
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No.

- Period & Date.

Events.

34

35

36

Chaitra Krasna
14th
865 B. C.
or 847 B.C. |

Sravana Sukla
Saptami 795 B. C.
or 777 B. C.

As a result of this struggle Pardvanatha
succeeded to crush all the four Ghatia Karmas
and attained true perception. He became

! an omniscient teacher and came out to world

to preach his great gospel of Truth and

' Ahimsa. Jacobi and other oriental scholars

regard ParSvanatha as an historical personage
and the founder of Jainism, but in fact he
was only the last but one of the Tirthankaras.
The real founder of Jainism in this cycle
of time was Rsabha, the first Tirthankara.
Dr. Jacobi himself remarked once that, * there
is ncthing to prove that Paréva was the
founder of Jainism. Jaina tradition is unani-
mous in making Rishabha, the first Tirthan-
kara /as its founder)...... there may be
something historical in the tradition which
makes him the first Tirthankara.” (1A.
IX-163 .

Paréva attains Nirvina from  Svarna-
bhadra —Kata summit of the Sammeda-
Sikhara hill in the province of Bihar—the -
same has since been known by the name of

Parasnath-Hill.

Suyambh i —ganadhara succeeded Parsva

' and became the head of the Jaina Sarhgha.

[Refer. Uttarapurana, S-73 ; Bhagawana
Parévanatha (Hindi) Surat 2455
A.V.: Life stories of Parcvanatha ;

etc ]
To be Continued.
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