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THE MASTAKABHISHEKA OF GOMMATEéVARA AT
SRAVANA BELGOLA.
BY
Dr. M. H. Krishna, M A,, D. Lit. (Lond) Director of Archaeology Myso1e State.

Sravana Belgola is situated in 12°51’ north latitude and
76°29' east longitude, about 8 miles to the south of Chennarayapatna
in the Chennarayapatna Taluk of the Hassan District of the Mysore
State. Buses run daily to Sravana-Belgola from Hassan and Mysore.
The distance from Hassan is 31 miles and the distance from Mysore
is 62 miles. Both these roads to Sravapa Belgola run through
Chennardyapatna and as the traveller passes this place, he okserves
a conspicuous hill, a few miles to the south, bearing on its summit
what appears at first sight to be a column, but which on drawing
nearer proves to ke a colossal statue in the human form. This
striking and unusual object, the image of Gommatesvara, which 1s
visible for miles around marks the site of Sravana-Belgola, the
chief seat of the Jainas in South India from very early times The
village lies picturesquely between two rocky hills one larger than the
other which stand up boldly from the plain and’are covered with
huge boulders. “In the whole beautiful State of Mysore, it would
be hard to find a spot, where the historic and the picturesque clasp
hands so firmly as here.”
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If tradition is to be believed the history of Sravar.la-BeIgo!a
begins from the third century B.C. Chandragupta Maurya is said
to have taken a vow of renunciation in his old age and migrated
from his capital Pataliputra in the north to Sravana-Belgola and
settled there with his guru Bhadrabshu. Five hundred inscrip-
tions collected in and near Sravana-Belgola, which range in date
from 600 A. D. until recent times tell us that the place was
successively ruled by the Ganga, Rashtrakata, Chalukya, Hoysala,
Vijayanagara and Mysore rulers.

The great statue of GommatéSvara, the object of the
Mastakabhishéka was erected in 983 A. D. by Chamundaraya, the
minister of the Ganga king Rachamalla IV. According to tradition
Gommata or Bahubali was the second son of the first Tirthankara
Purudeva. Even though he defeated his elder brother Bharata in
the war of succession, yet he generously handed over the kingdom
of the earth to him, retired from this world and attained eminence
as a great ascetic. Bharata set up a statue in honour of this saint
in North India. But as this statue came to be surrounded by snakes
and as the place where it was situated was difficult to reach,
Chamundarya set up a statue of Gommata at Sravana Belgola.

The image is nude and stands erect facing north. The face
is a remarkable one, with a serene expression; the hair is curled
in short spiral ringlets all over the head, while the ears are long
and large. The figure is treated conventionally, the shoulders being
very broad, the arms hanging straight down the sides, with the
thumbs turned outwaras The waist is small. From the knee
downwards the legs are somewhat dwarfed. Though not elegant,
the image is not wanting in majestic and impressive grandeur The
figure has no support above the thighs. Up to that point itis
represented as surrounded by ant-hills, from which emerge serpents ;
and a climbing plant twines itself round both legs and both arms,
terminating at the upper part of the arms in a cluster of berries or
flowers. The pedestal is designed to represent an open lotus.
It is probable that Gommata was cut out of a boulder which rested
on the spot, as it would have been a work of great difficulty to
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transport a granite mass of this size up the oval hill side, Itis
larger than any of the statues of Rameses in Egypt.

The figure is standing with shoulders squared and arms
hanging straight. Its upper half projects above the surrounding
ramparts. It is carved .in a fine-grained light-grey granite, has not
been injured by weather or violence, and looks as bright and clean

as if just from the chisel of the artist.

The face is its strong point. Considering the size of the head
which from the crown to the bottom of the ear measures six feet six
inches, the artist was skilful indeed to draw from the blank rock the
wondrous contemplative expression touched with a faint smile, with
which Gommata gazes out on the struggling world.

Gommatéévara has watched over India for only 1000 years,
whilst the statues of Rameses have gazad upon the Nile for more
than 4000. The monolithic Indian saint is thousands of years
younger than the prostrate Rameses or the guardians of Abu Simbal,
but he is more impressive, both on account of his commanding
position on the brow of the hill overlooking the wide stretch of plain

and of his size. [t is the biggest monolithic statue in the world.

The height of the image is 57 feet:

The labour bestowed on this image is really astonishing and
the image is on the whole a very successful piece of sculpture.
The best part of the image is its face with its wonderful
contemplative expression touched with a faint smile. The spirit of
Jaina renunciation is fully brought out in this statue. The nudity
of the image indicates absolute renunciation while its stiff and
erect posture stands for perfect self-control. The benign smile on
the face shows inward bliss and sympathy for the struggling world.
In spite of its slight anatomical defects, the image looks majestic and
impressive. Fergusson says “ Nothing grander or more imposing
exists anywhere out of Egypt and even there no known statue

surpasses it in height.”

The Mastakabhishéka or the head=anointing ceremony is
performed only at intervals of several years and at great cost. The



104 S THE JAINA ANTIQUARY. [Vol. V|

ea;fiiest one on record took place in 1398 and the latest in 1925. The
following account of the ceremony held in 1887 is quoted from-
Epigraphia Carnatica, Vol, 2 Sravana Belgola, pages 18—19,

“The 14th March last was the day of anointing for the statue
of Gommatéévara It was a great day, in anticipation of which
20,000 pilgrims gathered there from all parts of India. There were
Bengalis there, Gujaratis also, and Tamil people in great numbers.
Some arrived a full month before the time and the stream continued
to flow until the afternoon of the day of the great festival. For a
whole month there was daily worship in all the temples, and pada-
ptja or worship of the feet of the great idol besides. On the great
day, the 14th, the people began to ascend the hill even kefore dawn
in the hope of securing good places from which to see everything.
Among them were large numbers of women and girls in very bright
attire, carrying with them brass or earthen pots. By 10 o’clock all
available space in the temple enclosure was filled. Opposite the
idol an area of 40 square feet was strewed with bright yellew paddy,
on which were placed 1,000 gaily painted earthenware pots, filled
with sacred water, covered with cocoanuts and adorned with mango
leaves. Above the image was scaffolding, on which stood several
priests, each having at hand pots filled with ghee, milk and such
like things. At asignal from the Kolhapur Svami, the master of the
ceremonies, the contents of these vessels were poured simultaneously
over the head of theidol. This was a sort of preliminary bath, but
the grand bath took place at 2 o'clock. Amid the horrible dissonance
of many instruments the thousand pots already mentioned were lifted
as if by magic from the reserved area to the scaffolding and all their
contents poured over the image, the priests meanwhile chanting texts
from the sacred books. Evidently the people were much impressed
There were mingled cries of * Jai Jai Maharaja,” and  Ahaha, ahaha,’
the distinctive exclamations of Northern and Southern Indians to
mark their wonder and approval. In the final anointing fifteen
different substances were used, namely, water, cocoanut meal, plan-
tains, jaggery, ghee, sugar, almonds, dates, poppy seeds, milk, curds, 1
sandal, gold flowers, silver flowers and silver coin. With the |

gold and silver flowers there were mixed nine varieties of
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precious gems; and silver coin to the amount of Rs. 500 completed
the offering.”

The Gommatésvara image is on the top of we wm < wa
Vindhyagiri. On the way to the image, the following objects
all ascribed by tradition to Chamundaraya, arrest our attention.
They are the Tyagada Bramhadeva Pillar, which contains
excellently carved work, Akhanda Bagilu, a rock-cut doorway
and the image of Gullakayajji, a lady who is said to have helped
Chamaundaraya in the performance of the anointment of Gommata

Opposite Vindhyagiri is the smaller hill known as Chandragiri
“which contains among other antiquities, the cave of Bhadrabahu-
svami, the guru of Chandragupta Maurya and numerous inscriptions
relating to Bhadrabahu, Chandragupta and other Jaina saints,
the Chandragupta Basti, which contains interesting sculptures of Jaina
mythological subjects, and the Chamundaraya Basti, the largest and
the most handsome temple on this hill.

The village which is situated between the hills Vindhyagiri
and Chandragiri contains the Bhandari Basti, the largest temple in
the village enshrining the twenty-four Tirthankaras, Akkana Basti,
a fine temple in the Hoysala style of architecture, the Jaina Matha,
the residence of the Jaina Gurus, and a beautiful large pond or
kalyani which has given its name to the place. The neighbouring
villages of Jinanathapura (2 miles) and Kambadahalli (7 miles)
contain Jain antiquities of much architectural and sculptural value.

The Government of His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore
have spared no pains either in the excellent upkeep of the glorious
Jaina antiquities at Sravana Belgola or in providing all facilities to
the lakhs of pilgrims who throng to the place at the time of
important ceremonies. The intimate relations between Jainism anc
Mysore have been beautifully expressed by His Highness th
Mahéaraja of Mysore in his speech at the All-India Jaina Conferenc.
'held at Sravana Belgola on 14th March 1925 at the time of the las
Mastakabhisheka. “ In welcoming this all-India gathering of Jaina
to the land of Mysore, | cannot forget that this land is to them
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land of pilgrimage, consecrated by some of the holiest traditions and
tenderest memories of their faith. This is the holy spot sacred to
the Munisvara Gommata whom tradition represents to have been
the younger brother of Bharata, the eponymous Emperor of Bharata-
varsha. The land of Mysore therefore symbolises Gommata's
spiritual Empire as Bharatavarsha stands for the Empire of his
‘brother Bharata. But Jainism not only found a second -birthplace
"and home n Mysore, Jainism repaid the debt. For Jainism if it
did not create our Kannada literature, inspired some of the noblest
master-pieces of that literature in its early history ; and Jaina learned
men have ever since continued to render signal service to it.”



THE DATE OF THE CONSECRATION OF THE IMAGE OF
GOMMATESVARA
BY

S Srikantha Sastri, M.A.

az naafiaaatf&%sgcaﬁaﬂ-
ST\ g A @ w T |
dararfafaafmsa
QA fgaan ||

(S. I 1. IX pt I no. 387.)

The exact date of the consecration of the image of $ri Gom-
matédvara has been discussed by several scholars, Dr. R. Shama
Sastrl in the Mysore Archaeological Report for 1923 made use of the
date given in the Bahubali Caria to substantiate his theory of the

commencement of the Gupta era in C. 199-200 A. C. On the basis
of the following verse :—

weR, NEAIed fagafinadaeat miy 95
dawl R fRanflad geaad gan |
At AR SHRaany gagel S
AMGPISTST  IGAAR  Aendnmfim i

(Bahubali Carita v. 64.)

Assuming that Kalyabda should have been a mistake for Kalkyabda,
he calculated that the date would tally with Sunday, 3rd March,

1028 A. C. The defect in this calculation was pointed outby
Dr. A, Venkata Subhayya. Some think that the date implied was
‘probably 21st April, Sunday 980 A.C. when Mrga sira naksatra
and kumbha lagna were current.! The Ajitandthapurana of Ranna
was completed in Saka 915, Vijaya, Kartika, Nandidvara day (26th
October 993 A. C.), and it says that Attimabbe visited the image

1. If one reading is really Kalki, it is intrepreted as in the sixth century
ia&er Kalki and in the 8th year Vibhaba. But 980 A.D. is Vlkrama accordlng

to southern and Vsha according to northern cycles
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of Gommatesvara. Therefore it is clear that the image existed long
before that date. How far earlier has to be determined.

It is assumed that because Chavundaraya in his Adipurana
does not refer to the installation of Gommata, it must have taken
place after the completion of the work. The date of the work is
given as follows :—

Nava Sata Sarinkhye yage sakakﬁla samam negald-I$va-
rabdmu-

-tsavakaramige Phalguna sitastami Rohini
Somavaramem-

bwu $ubhadangaldige paramotsavadim guna-
ratna bhtshanam

kavijana §e¢kharam baredu pustakakérisidam
pur@naman ||

Dr. A Venkata subbayya calculates that according to the
southern reckoning the date would fall on Monday, February 18th
978 A. C. when Rohini was current. According to the northern
cycle A. C 976 was lsavara. Therefore the image of Gommata
may have been established between 976 and 993 A. D. The
nearest Vibhava occurs in 968 A. C. and Sukla panchmi falls on
March 7th Saturday but the actual festival might have occured on
the next day Sunday. Still we cannot attach much importance to
this, nor to the absence of the mention of Gommateévara image
in the Cavunda Raya purana. In the previous Vibhava (908 A C.)
Caitra Suddha panchmi falls on March 10 Thursday. In 907 A.C.
(Prabhava) the tithi occurs on a Sunday, March 10th. Dr. R.
Shama Sastri’s date is really impossible for there is no evidence

that Cﬁmugda Raya lived up to 1028 A D.

I wish to point out the existence of another clear reference
to the Gommata image. In the Mysore Archaeological Report for
1913.14 p. 28, an inscription at Chikka Hanasoge is glven. It
belongs to the time of the Ganga Ereya.
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Ereya samudra véstitavanige ‘dharatalamam pratipali
-suttamit-
-teteya mah@rimandilakarin besegeyye vildsa élge-
~yim
mereva kariran’?)endenisal alipori stita samdhya
rindu van

derega samantu Kalneleya dévara paida payoruhan-
golol \

Sthavara jangama tirtham

bhavisi peldagal orade Gommaia devar

sthavara tirthan, Kalnele

Devar bhuvalaya dolagana tirtham |

Here Gommata déva is described as the fixed sacred place
and Kalnela déva as the moving sacred place in the Universe. This
Kalnela deva was the disciple of Elacirya. He was called astopavasi
and set up the nistdige of his guru Elacarya and must have been
the contemporary of Ereya. This inscription is assigned by R.
Narasimhachar to c. 910 A C. Another inscription in the same
report at the same place (p. 38) refers to Némicandra (c 900 A. C)
the disciple of Sridhara of Hanasoge vali, Dési gana, Pustaka gaccha.
E. C IV No 28 refers to Elacarya of'the same gana and gachha
as the disciple of Sridhara Referring to Sridhara of Pustaka gachha
of the Dééi gana are the following i—

Parna candra.
Damanandi. _

Elacarya.
Sridharacarya-Sridlhara déva [ Kelnele déva. ]
Maladhari deva Divakara
Candrakirti. 1099 A. D. --- Jayakirti

Tamil tradition says that one Elachirya was the guru of Tiruvalluvar to
whom Kural is attributed, Hirdlal (Cat, Skt. Pkt. in C. P. and Berar) says’ that
Hélacirya is the propagator of Jvildmalini worship. M.E.R. 416 of 1929 says
that Elacirya was a native of Héma grima near Nilagiri. (Ponir in North

.Arcot.) : :
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In the Surastha (?) gana (E. C. IV No. 19) we have
Anantavirya
Balacandra
Prabhacandra
Kalnele deva
astopavasi
Hemanandi
Vinayanandi

Ekavira Pallapaltndita
(Palyakirti 1118 A. C
Abhimanadani)

In I. A. X1V, one Ananta virya is said to have been the disciple
of Guna séna who was the disciple of Vira sena. Ananta Virya is the
contemporary of Rakkasa Ganga in S. 899 (977 A. C) The
Humcha inscription refers to Marasimha Nolamba Kulantaka
Guttiya ganga as the younger brother of Marula, his younger brother
Racamalla and his younger brother Govinda Nitimadrga. Then
his kiriya (younger?) is mentioned as Satya Vakya Govindara whose
titles were Rakkasa Ganga, Viramaratanda etc. Rakkasa Ganga,
brought up the daughters of his younger brother Arumolidéva
and married one of them to Kadu vetti. Ananta Virya may have
been the same as the author of Partkshimukha Siitra vrtti in 975 A.D.
Therefore this Kelnele déva must have been different from Kelnele
déva the disciple of Elacarya and the contemporary of Erega in
c. 910 AD. If this Erega is the same as Ereyappa, Mahéndrantaka,
he must be placed between 907 and 913 A. D.

If, as indicated above, the consecration took place in a year
Vibhava, since 908 A. D. is a Vibhava and the details seem to refer
to 907 A. C. 10th March Sunday, this is most probably the date

of installation as it falls in the reign of Erega.

But it should be investigated whether such an early date is in
conformity with the known facts about Camunda Raya who was

Ec. VII Sr. 37 mentions one Anantavirya as the colleague ofiMaladhiri
Sripdla déva in 51069 (1147 A.C.)
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tesponsible for the installation. Apart from a consideration of the
existence of several Cavunda rayas, it is ysually assumed that
Cavinda r@ya whose inscription is found near the image is the
same as the author of Cavunda Rayapurana. The exploits of Cavunda
mentioned in the Kannada work seem to tally with those described
in the incomplete inscription at Sravana Belagola (No. 281). The
inscription says that on the orders of Indra, he defeated Vajjvala
the younger brother of Patalamalla and also took part in the wars
with Nolamba Raja at Virottamsapura. He frustrated the ambition
of Chaladanka Ganga (?) In the Purana he refers to victories over
Rajayta, Racha, Govindarasa and Richaya who coveted the country.
Further he mentions the places of battle, enemies and the titles
obtained by time, in the him of Jagadekavira (Marasimha.)

Battle. Enemy. Title.
l. Khedaga eee Vajjvala .. ... Samara dhuran-
dhara.
2. Gontr bayal «e Nolambas ... ... Viramartanda.
3. Ucchangi Kote ... Rajayta vee ... Rana ranga Singa
4. Bageytr Kota ... Tribhuvana Vira (the rival
o Govindara) ... Vairikula Kala
danda.
5. Fort of Nrpa K&ma Basa, Sivara, Kunanka .. Bhuja Vikrama.
6. Enemy who killed cavunda-
raya's younger brother
Nagavarma «ee Chaladanka
Ganga.
. Gangara Bhata Mudu Samara Parasu
Rachayya. Rama.
| Jattigas ... Pratipaksa Rak-

ksasa,
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His master was Jaga déva Vira Nolamba Kulantaka and his guru
was Ajita Séna of Sena gana, whose parampara is thus mentioned ;—

I. Vira Séna |
2. Jina sena Il (837 A.C.)
3. Gupabhadra (897 ,, )
4. Sarvasidhu Bhattaraka.
5, Dharmaséna of Candrikavatavasa
SE.C. 11, No. 24?)
6. Kumara séna of Mulgunda and Kopana

Kanakasena 903 A, C, (/BBO.R.A.8.X.)
(E.C. III Mal 30 and

sg. pt 147)
7. Nagasena (E. C, Il no. 34?) ,
8. Vira Sena Il v ]
GunaaI séna
9. Candra Séna Ananta virya 977 A. C. :
(con. Rakkasa Ganga, E. C, I. Cg. 4.) -
10. Aryanandi (E.LIVno. 15?)

11, Nayalséna (E. L XVL ?)
12. Ajita séna (c. 974 A, C))
|

| | T
Permadi Anna Kanaka séna

(Chavunda Raya) Jinscléna 111 Naréndrai Sena, 1053 A.C.
Mallishéna (1046 A.C.) Nayaséna sena)

In the Caritra Séra, Ranaranga sinha calls himself the disciple

of Jinasena.

In the Gommatas@ra of Nemi candra Gommata Réya is said
to have been the disciple of Ajita séna, whose guru was Ajja (Arya)
Séna. Inthe Karma Kanda, Ajita sena Nemi Candra, Indranandi.
(c 975) Kanakanandi Abhayanandi, ¥iranandi, Simmala guru
Indranandi (V. 16) are mentioned. And there is the specific
reference to Dakkhina Kakkuta Jina, established by Gommata

Raya.
’ MFeEEgY Arazfageafc MEmEfEAE |
MrReUEfAftFAg ifcaugrgefam w33 |
Ao gRRER AFAZUAT AT FARE |
| U ol e T@w 7 dfieaseE |
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As regards Vajjvala déva (who is said to have been defeated
by Marasimha Nolamba Kulantaka), one was the centemporary of
Krshna Ill and Iriva Nolamba. M.E.R. 219 of 1932 mentions Vajjara
déva ruling Pulinddu under Kannadéva, where one PrthvirBma setti
died at Mangala, M.E.R. 236 and 237 of 1932 also refer to Vajjara
déva ryling Pulinddu, M.E.R. 580 of 1906 refers to Vajjala deva
of Embadi as a subordinate of Ballaha in $. 887 (965 A. D.). There-
fore Vajjvala déva is not a Silahara as assumed by Fleet. (E I, V
p 170 f. n. 5). But Cavunda defeated Vajjvala on the orders of
Indra Raja. Marasimha alo is said to have enabled Indra Raja to
enter his capital Manyakhéta. Fleet assumed that Indra mentioned
in the Sravana Belagola inscription was placed on the Rastrakuta
throne by Marasimha. But there is no evidence that Indra (IV) was
ever crowned, because Calukya Tailapa had successfully usurped
the power. Therefore it is suggested that Marasimha enabled
Nityavarsha Indra III (915—917 A. C.), to became king (Indian
Historical Quarterly, June, 1930). Therefore the Chief Vajjvala
conquered by the order of Indra I} must have been a person of
northern India, since Indra conquered Kanuj and Mahodaya. This
Vajjvala déeva may be Vajra Simha (Vairi Simha) Paraméara of
Malwa, also called Vajrata (E.I. p. 237). He was deposed by the
Pratthara Manipala and fled to the Rastrakata country. Mabhipala
invaded Kuntila also but according to the evidence of the drama
Canda Kausikam the Karnatakas defeated him and occupied his
country, According to Pampa’s Vikarmarjuna vijaya, the Calukya Chief
Narasimha defeats Mahipala as a subordinate of India IIl. Therefore
there is nothing improbable in Marasimha and Cavunda raya being
already active from 907 A. D.

If Ereyappa is Mahéndrantaka Ereyappa, then the Chikka
Hanasoge inscription referring to Kalnela déva should also be placed
in C910 A.D. In S 829 Prabhava (907 A. D.) one Nagavarma died
fighting for Ereyappa and Ajavarma on the orders of Ganga fought
with Nolamba and died (JI. 19 E.C.XI) Sk. 284, E. C. VII. mentions
Vikramaditya Santarasa and Ereya Permadiya Santa (?) in S. 825
(903 A, D.) as the subordinates of Kyshna Il. Sr, 147 E, G, Il refers
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to Permanadi Erayappa and to Kumira séna Bhatira of Kalbappu-
itirtha.  Fleet assigned Ereyappa to 901—938 A C. (E.I. VIp. 59).
Cd. 74, E. C. XI. says that in S 890 Prabhava (968 A.D.) Jakki
Sundari, the wife of Sudraka, built a basadi in Kakambale and the
inscription mentions. Ramacandra the disciple of Astopavasi,
Balacandra bhalara, Khehara Sakti, Gunacandra Kirti, Naganandi
and Kumara Kirti deva. This astopavasi was probably the same as
Kelnele deva the disciple of Elacarya. Since Indranandin's Jvala
malini kalpa was written after Elacarya, and in the times of Rastra
kata Krshna Il (939—=966 A. D.), there is nothing to prevent Ela
cerya and Kalnele déva being assigned to c. 900 A. C. and Nemi-
candra himself may have to be assigned to ¢, 925 A. C. Therefore
it is highly probable that the image of Sri Gommateévara was

installed in c. 907-8 A. C.



SRAVANA BELGOLA=—ITS SECULAR IMPORTANCE

BY
Dr. B. A. Saletore, M. A., Ph. D. (Lond.)

As is well known éravar,la Belgola has been considered by the
Jainas all over India as one of their most sacred spots in this country.
Indeed, its religious importance has been so great that few have
ever cared to enquire of its secular position in the civic life of the
people. It is the object of this paper to show how for centuries
this sacred place of Jaina pilgrimage was also noted for its material
wealth. The remarks that follow are based on some of the many
inscriptions that have been discovered in and “around Sravana
Belgola.

“In the whole beautiful State of Mysore it would be hard to
find a spot, where the historic and the picturesque clasp hands so
firmly as here”! This opinion of a modern foreign traveller is
certainly justified. For the Jainas, much more than the Hindus,
had a rare conception of scenic beauty and a gift of selecting
delightful spots which were suited for religous meditation as well
as for furthering the cause of material existence. éraval;na Belgola
was essentially one such spot.

That even in the earliest times the Jainas were aware of this
double-sided importance of their centres is evident from one of the
oldest stone inscriptions on Candragiri or Cikkabetta at Sravana
Belgola. This epigraph, which has been rightly assigned to abo;ﬂ:
A. D. 600, informs us that the great Bhadrabahu-svami, having
learned from an omen and foretold in Ujjain a calamity lasting for
a period of twelve years, led the entire sangha (or community) to
the‘ south. “ and reached by degrees a country counting many
hundreds of villages and filled with happy people, wealth,

1. Workman, W. H. and W. ]., Through Town and Jungle, p. 80 iLondon
1904) ; Narasimhacharya, Epigraphia Camtica, II, Intr. p. 2. ’
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gold, grain, and herds of cows, buffaloes, goats, and sheep.” ? In
other words, when that celebrated Srutakevali selected this southern
centre for his sangha, he made it clear to the world that the Jainas
were going to a region that was economically—as we would put it
in our own days —self-sufficient and prosperous.

This economic importance Sravana Belgsla maintained almost
till own days, and lost it, as many hundreds of centres have lost,
because of the altered nature of the times and the onrush of the
forces of the modern world.

An examination of the epigraphs ranging from the twelfth to the
sixteenth centuries A. D will reveal that the commercial life of the
people of Sravana Belgola was marked by some special features.
The most noticeable of these was their intense devoutness and
patriotism. In early and mediaeval times in the South, we
note that patriotism went hand in hand with religion. The mer-
chants of Sravar_xa Belgola were no exception tc this rule. We shall
prove this from examples relating to all the merchants of that place,
and not to particular individuals. In about A. D. 1175, for example,
all the merchants of Sravar_xa Belgola, as is related in two stone

2. Epigraphia Carnatica, ibid, 1, p. 1. My assertion that this great Sruta-
kevali was the first Ganadhara (Mediaeval Jainism., p+ 3) has been called one of
my ° conspicuous errors of facts’ by a critic in the New Indian Antiquary for
May, 1939, p. 132. Irelied for this detail concerning the great Bhadrabihu
on Dr. R. Shama Sastry’s Mysore Archaological Report for 1923, p. 26, para 67.
Itis a great pity that I didnot cite this reference which, from the point of
view of theabove critic, may also have been a * conspicuous error of fact.”
On reading the review of my work sent in advance to me for insertion in the
NIA, I wrote atonce to Dr. R. Shama Satry and received from him the follow-
ing note in his letter dated 9th February 1939 :—*“ Bhadrabahu was not
really a GaPadhara, but out of respect he was spoken of as a Ganadhara in
some Jaina manuscripts and I copiedit, I do not now remember the no. of
the manuscript:+:-- .." It will be evident to the reader, therefore, that in
committing “a conspicuous error of fact,” I have sinned in. excellent
company. As regards the other “ conspicuous errors of facts " noted by the
critic, 1 have dealt with them elsewhere, “in the interest of Jaina studies.”

B.A.S,
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inscriptions assigned to that date, pledged themselves to pay
annually for as long as the sun, moon, and stars endure, certain
specified dues, to provide for flowers for Gommatadeva and Pagiva-
deva. These merchants, we may observe, were *
all good qualities ¥, and are said in the two inscriptions to have
been “ of the holy place Belugula” It is interesting to observe in
this connection that it was not only men who thus gave evidence
of their devoutness, but women as well. One of the two records
expressly relates that “ To provide for flowers for Gummatadeva,
all the merchants of the holy place Belugula, including Gummi
Sett’s Dasaiya, Lokeya-Sahani’s daughter Somavve and all the
citizens (samsta-nakharangalu), having purchased certain lands
(specified with their location) from the assembly, made over the
same to the garland-maker as a perpetual gift.?

‘ endowed with

The merchants Mosale, which seems to have been perhaps a
neighbouring place, too, showed their devotion in a like manner.
For in about A. D. 1185 the merchants of Mosale pledged them-
selves to give annually, as a perpetual gift, certain specified amounts,
for the eight kinds ot worship of the Tirthakaras set up by that
l;arge-hearted Jaina merchant leader of Sravana Belgola, Basavi
Setti.+

The fact that Basavi Setti is called in one of the records the
vadda-vyavahdri or Senior-most Merchant,® suggests that the mer-
chants of Mosale had gradations of honour amongst them. We
can see this better when we examine a record which specifically
mentions the highest civic official of Sravana Belgola. This inscrip-
tion has been assigned to about A.D. 1179. It relates that Malli
Setti, the Pattanasvimi(or Lord Mayor) of Gommatapura, along with
Gandandrayana Setti and the group of chief merchants (mukhyavida
nakhara-samwha), having assembled made an agreement which is
registered in the record. The broad-mindedness of the Sravana
Belgola merchants is seen from the concluding lines of this epigraph

3. Ibid, 241, 242, pp. 103, 104,
4. , 236, p.101.
5. ., 235,p.101.
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which run thus:—“ May those persons who maintain this with
affection enjoy long life and great prosperity! The wicked man
who, without maintaining, violates this, shall incur the infamy of
having slaughtered on the site of Kuruksetra and in Varanasi seven
crores of eminent sages, tawny cows, and men learned in the
Vedas.”® Evidently to the generous Jainas of the middle ages there
was no distinction between Kuruksetra and Sravana Belgola, and

the Vedas and the Jaina Sidhanta.

That the Jainas of Sravana Belgola were organized in commercial
guilds is evident not only from the above records but also from the
one following in which we have clear evidence of the corporate life
of the merchants of that holy place. The inscription in question
has been assigned to about A.D.1206. In this record the Jaina
guru Nayakirti-deva, who is to be distinguished from his famous
namesake, who is rightly called in the same inscription *the king
of asectics,” is said to have given to all the merchants of the holy
place Belgola, in the presence of the Senior Manikya-bhandari Rama-
deva Nayaka, the minister of the Hoysala king Somesvara Deva, a
charter which ran as follows :—

“For house-tax at Gommatapura, beginning from the year
Aksaya and for as long as the moon, sun, and stars endure, the
residents shall pay eight hanas (once for all) as the capital on which
one hana can be realized (as interest), and live in peace. This
includes the mills of oilmen. In case the imposts (named in detail) of
the palace came to be levied, the Ac@rya of the place shall himself

- pay and settle the matter ; it is no concern of the residents. Those
who violate the terms of this charter are destroyers of Dharma-
sthala (which is evidently Sravana Belgola). If among the merchants
of this holy place one or two, posing as leaders, teach the Acarya
deceit, and, causing confusion by taking one thing for another,
encourage him to covet a hdga and a bele and ask for more, they are
traitors to the creed, traitors to the king, enemies of the Bananjigas,
gamblers (netfagayaru), perpetrators of murder and plunder. If
knowing this the merchants are indifferent, they alone are the

6. lbid 397, p. 169.
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destroyers of this charity and not the Acarya and the wicked. If
without the consent of the merchants one or two leaders enter into
the Acarya’s house or the palace, they shall be traitors to the creed,
With regard to privileges, former usage shall be followed. Those
who destroy this usage shall incur the sin of having slaughtered
tawny cows and Brahmans on the banks of the Ganges.”?

... From the above charter the following conclusions may. be
drawn ;—Firstly, Sravana Belgola was a sort of a Free City, the house
and mill taxes of which were collected not under orders from the
Palace (ie., the king, or the State) but from the Acarya of the place
(ie., the Pontiff). Secondly, it was the Acarya who was responsible to
‘the State for the imposts of Government, and who leased the right of
.collecting taxes to the merchants-guilds. Thirdly, this was done in
the presence of the highest official of the State —the minister—in order
to make the agreement legal. Fourthly, the Acarya, like his dis-
ciples, was intensely patriotic, as is evident from the clause relating
to the treason to the king. Fifthly, there seems to have been evil
persons in Sravana Belgola who, then as now, posing themselves
as leaders looked to their own profit at the expense of both the holy
place and the State. And, finally, the Jainas considered the Brah-
mans and Benares with the same reverence as they considered their

gurus and Sravana Belgola.

How famous the merchants of this (holy place were is evident
from an inscription dated A. D. 1195 which informs us that they
were “born in the eminent line of Khandali and Malabhadra,
devoted to truth and purity, possessed of the lion’s valour, skilled
in conducting various kinds of trade with many sea-ports, adorned
with the famous three jewels, the merchants residing at the holy

place Belugula acquired celebrity on earth.”

From the same inscription date A. D. 1195 we learn about
another special feature of the commercial life of the merchants of
Sravana Belgola. This is related to the very high place they occupied
in the civic life of the people. The merchants of Sxavana Belgola

— = T ——— > =

7. Ibid, 333, pp. 140—141,
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were in charge of the religious endowments of that city. The
same record informs us that the merchants of that centre ‘ were
_ the protectors of that Jindlaya ” (ie., the famous Nagara Jindlaya of
Sravana Belgola.8

Even in later ages the merchants of Sravana Belgola were in
charge of the public charities of that centre. Thus in about A. D.
1274 the jewel merchants and the efavi (?), it was agreed upon,
were ta look after the charity which was made by some one whose
name is not mentioned in the record. But we are informed that a
perpetual endowment of four gadydnas was made as an act of
teverence to the memory of Medhavi Seiti of Barakantr, the lay
disciple of Prabhacandra Bhattaraka, with the condition that three
manas of milk should be supplied every day as long as the sun and
‘the moon last.” In about the same year another endowment of
three gadyamas made by Keti Setti (descent stated), for the daily
anointment of the god Gommatadeva, was also entrusted to the
charge of the jewel merchants of Sravana Belgola.*®

The extreme care with which they looked after the public
charities entrusted to their charge is proved by an inscription
dated A.D. 1288. This inscription relates the following :—That
all the jewel merehants of the holy place Belugula and Jinanatha-
pura (Mosale ?), agreeing among themselves, gave a deed as
follows : —“ For the repairs (of the temple) of the god Adi of the
Nagara-Jindlaya, temple vessele, etc, and services, all the mer-
chants of those two cities granted, with pouring of water, to
continue for as long as the sun, the moon, and the stars endure,
davana (?) at the rate of one gady@na for every hundred gadyanas
of davana received from either local men or foreigners, for the
god Adi” The concluding lines of this deed clearly prove the
solidarity of the merchants, their intense patriotism, and their
honesty of purpose. “If any one denies or conceals (his income)

8 Ibid, 335, p. 143. -
9. . .» 244, p.104.

1. Ibid, 245, p. 104. Cf No. 246, dated also in about the same year,
for a similar example. Page 104—105, .
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in this matter, his race shall be childless; he shall be a traitor to
the god, a traitor to the king, and a traitor to the creed. The
signature of all the merchants —Sri Gommata.” !

That the merchants of Sravana Belgola asserted their rights
when injustice prevailed is evident from another record dated
A. D. 1296. In this inscription we have the interesting information
of the assemblies of Jaina gurus and leaders remitting certain taxes,
and the merchants utilizing the same for ‘a bemevolentpurpose -
It relates that in A. D. 1296 the assemblies of the Mula=sangha,
consisting of mah@mandalaciryas and r@jagurus, having remitted
certain taxes, saving “We will not take any of these (five taxes,
named), or any others, is respect of the devadina wet and dry lands
of the gods Gommatadeva, Kamatha=Parévadeva, and Devaraval-
labhadeva of Bhandarayayya's basadi, or (of the gods} of other
basadis,” all the jewel merchants of the holy place Belugula, the gauda-
prajegal (citizen- representatives) of Kabbahunatha-Aruvana, and
others granted, for the enjoyment of Devaravallabhadeva, five
gadydnas which a certain official named Sambhudeva had unjustly
levied as malabhraya (a kind of tax) from that god’s village of

Haduvarahalli.* 2

The existence of jewel merchants and their guilds for centuries
at Sravana Belgola bespeaks great wealth and influence in that
centre. But wealth brought with it pleasure and enjoyment, and
this makes us refer to one more feature of Sravana Belgola. It is
that referring to the existence of dancing girls in that city. These
were in no way behind other citizens in their piety and large hearted-
ness. An example of one such generous and devout dancing girl
was that of Mangayi. Two inscriptions, both of which are dated
in about A. D. 1325, relate that she was the disciple of Abhinava
Carukirti Panditacarya. She was “a crest-jewel of firm faith (in
Jainism), and a crest-jewel of royal dancing girls.” This devout
dancing girl caused a famous caity@'lya named Tribhuvanacudamani

11. Ibid, 336. p. 144.
12. Ibid, 347, p. 150,
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to be built at éravar,xa Belgola.!® For nearly two centuries this
wonderful structure received public donations and charities. In
about A. D. 1412 a citizen named Gummatanna of Gerasoppe
repaired this basadi, along with four others, making gifts of food
to one group of ascetics.!* And in about A. D. 1500 the gaudas
(citizens) including Nagagonda of Belgulanddu and Kalagonda of
Muttaga Honnenahalli, - granted to the same Tribhuvanacudamani
basadi the wet and dry lands of Dodanakatte. *®

13. Ibid, 339, 341, p. 145.
14, Ibid, 342, p. 145.
15.” Ibid, 340, p. 145. =



MONASTIC LIFE IN SRAVANA BELGOLA.

BY
R. N. Saletore, M.A. Ph, D.

Some light may be thrown on some features of monastic life of -
the Jaina monks of Sravana Belgola from the earliest times till the
beginning of the 19th century, chiefly from inscriptions. Broadly
their life may be divided into two spheres: religious and economic,
the former, of course, depending on the latter in the sense that no
monastic life or activity could either exist or survive without support
from outside and this assistance was offered purely with the sole
object of promoting the Jaina Dharma.

The Jaina monks of Sravana Belgola appear to have paid consi-
derable attention to scholarship. Muni Pujyapada, for instance, was
incomparable in grammar, skilfull in Siddhnta, poetry, and = prosedy.
Another Jaina guru Prabhacandra was a celebrated author in loglc 1
Kaladhantu Sridhara Deva, was skilled in mantras and medicine,?
while Meghacandra of the §ri Mala Sarigha, was in Siddhanta equal
to Jinavriasena, in the six systems of logic like Akalanka and in all
Grammar, Pujyapdda.® Grammar, Poetry, Prosody, 'Siddh&h{a,
Medicine and Logic appear, therefore to have been the principal
subjects in which the monks of Sravana Belgola strove to achieve
distinction and for which they devoted their quiet lives.4

These monks apparently lived in communities called sanghas, of
which, at least in Sravana Belgola, there were three if not four
separate divisions. They were known as the Kelatar®, Mayura,

1. E.C., 1I; Inscriptions at Sravaza Belgola, 40, p. 121. The references
henceforth given are to the inscriptions given in this work.

2. 42,p.123. '

3. 47, p. 127.

4, Cf. Studies in the Nilanda Monastery, Shamans kul Lx and Yen-
Tsung. The Life of Hiuen-Tsiang, p. 112. (Beal) -

5. 33,p. 119 AR

L
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(which was probably the same as the Naviltra)! and the most
important of all and perhaps the orignal, the éri Mala.? Little is
known about the Kelattra Saigha but of that of Naviltra mention
is made of the great Anantamati Guruva Nandi and his disciple
Nandi Munisa, who belonged to this congregation at various times.
It is interesting to note that the Maytra Sanigha is called a Grama
Sangha, probably indicating its origin. But the most prominent of
all these was evidently the $ri Mala, the leaders of which have
traced their leadership to Mahavira and Bhadrabahu. It was
_customary for them when addressed to be given their spiritual
designation especially in contemporary inscriptions. Kukkutasana
Maladhari Deva, for example, is said to have belonged to the Arhata
Samaya, (which was from the beginning the Maula Sasitgha) the
Kondakundanvaya, of the Desiya Gana and the Pustakagachha.
They had spiritual as well as lay disciples. The spirtual disciple
of this monk was the famous Subhacandra Siddanta Deva, while.
his lay follwer was Ganga Camaupati as is recorded in an epigraph

dated A. D. 1117.3

One of the most important aspects of Jaina monasticism was
the nature of their corporate of life, for it must be remembered
that the Jaina monks lived in spiritual brotherhoods in select places.
Bhadrabshu is recorded to have arrived at ‘“a country counting
many hundreds of villages, completely filled with the increase of
people, money, gold, grain, cows, buffaloes and goats.”* In such
places the Jaina monks lived, especially on the bounty of the pious
rich as well the poor  Grants of land were “generally made at the
request of the Jaina monks, although voluntary contributions were not
unknown. A record of A. D. 670 reveals how a plot of land was
granted at the request of one Arasi, obviously a Jaina monk and the
details of the plot are also specified.® It is interesting to know how

28, p. 118, 29. ¢. 119.
27,29, p. 118.

45,p. 126.

1,p. 115,

24, p. 118.

Vo w -
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such grants were made from time to time. So early as A. D. 1131,
one Siriya Devi, the daughter of Bala Deva Danndyaka, in order
to provide in the Svati Gandha Varna Jina temple at Belgola, for the
divine worship, gifts of food to the assembly of rishis, and for repairs,
presented the village of Matta-Navile in Kalkani-nad and an irrigation
garden of fifty Kolagas in the middle plain of Gangasamudra.
Deposting 40 gadyanas of gold and asking permission of the reigning
king Visnuvardhana Deva Hoysala, and washing the feet of her
guru Prabh@candra Siddhanta Deva of the Sri Mala Sasigha, she
made over this gift, free of all dues ! From this record it may ke
inferred that such an award was made with a threefold object; .the
maintenance of divine worship, the livelihood of the Jaina monks,
and the repairs of the hastdis is which they lived. Not only arable,
but also productive land was given, and if, as in this case, it was
State property, (for all land in Karnpataka, at least, was not State
property) it was granted after obtaining the formal sanction of the
reigning king, and what is more important, free of all imposts.
Some times such plots of land, with floral crowns (h@wina padige),
were given over to the “hand” of the Mahdndyakacarya.® Land
was actually purchased before a gift was made. Even so late as
A. D. 1409, it is related how a danasile paddy field of one Zkhanduga
under the Gangasamudra tank of Belgola was purchased (kramavagi
kondu kottu) by one Gummata Deva “in the regular manner”
in the presence of the chief citizens of Belgola, and, after
performing worship at the feet of the god, was given as a
gift.® When such a grant of land was made to the Jaina monks of
Sravana Belgola, its boundaries were clearly specified. In"A D.
1196, for instance, the limits of a plot were thus specified: “the
modaleri garden, in the wvolagere to the left of the Nagara Jinalaya’;
six salage of pady field; below the pond before Udaka’s house 10

1. 53, pp. 133-34.
2. 56, pp. 143-44. 89 p. 156. The date of this record is not verifiable.

3. 107 pp. 165-66; Note: This custom of bestowing endowments.
was in great vogue among the Buddhist monastries. The Nalinda monastery
was very prosperous owing to such grants. Cf. Shamans Hwui Li and Yen-

Tsung. op. cit. pp. 112-13.
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kolagas of dry land, to the south of Ketti Sett's street north of the
Jinalaya, two houses, and in the row of shops...for two oil mills and
a house 5 hana. for a wholesale store in the town, 3 hana’!
From this record it may be concluded first, that plots of land,
well-demacrated were given as grants, with their productive
qualities clearly defined and secondly, that a graded levy was recovered
from shops, oil-mills and houses. The inevitable = consequence

was two-fold: the Jindlaya received two steady types of income
in kind as well as in cash.

It is possible to ascertain some more details of this cash recovery.
For the eight kinds of worship, as a grant of A. D 1182 states,

the following dues were given by all the Desigas Nddigas and
Nagartas :—

For a load of grain ... one balla.
" » pepper (chillies) ... one hdga.
” ,, arecanut ... one quarter.
’ , turmeric ... one haga.
., bundle of cotton ... ... one hdga.
» . women's clothes ... one haga.
» load of betel leaves ... one haga visa.?

These charges reveal that the Jaina monks recovered for their
monasteries two kinds of revenue: in cash and in kind, and
both of these were charged on necessities, which means that
the sources of income could not possibly fail and the charges
most probably remained light. The dues were charged on speci-
fied loads, the sizes of which probably depended on circum-
stances and places. Sometimes for repairs, for instance, of the
Adi Deva of the Nagara Jinalaya and other temple purposes, all the
citizens of the Jinanathapura at the Belgola tirtha as in A. D. 1288,
all the citizens of both these towns, with pouring of water, decided
to give at the rate of one gadyana for every hundred gadyana of
profit obtained either from their own people or from foreigners 3
This implied that at times the people of the locality, not to mention

1. 130, p. 178,
2. 124, p. 172,
3. 131 () p. 178.
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the outsiders who came to visit the place as well, had to pay
one per cent of their profit, not of their income, and consequently the
the charge could not have been heavy, especially as profit in commer
cial transactions may. be characterised as rather an elastic type of
income. Hence the revenue from this source could not possibly have

been either steady or appreciably large.

Gifts of donations were also made by the pious followers. We
are told that donations were made in the cloisters of the holy
Belgola. A record of A. D. 1196 states that in such a place the
citizens of Mosale bound themselves to give every year amounts
ranging from one plga to five pdgas.' Sometimes the jewellers of
Belgola, as is revelaed in an epigraph ascribed to the year A. D.
1181, promised to pay an annual contribution of one t@ per fola for
the coral and one visa for the sapphires sold.? This practice of
voluntary contributions became an established custom through the
centuries. In the eventful year A. D. 1368 when Bukka I of
Vijayanagara reconciled the Jainas with the Sri Vaisnavas, it is
recorded that throughout the whole of the kingdom (probably
Belgola) “according to their doors,” house by house, the citizens
gave one fanam for the personal protection of Gomatesvara at the
holy firtha of Belgola.? As the Kanarese expression reveals (bagilu
dattaneydgi mane manege varsakke | hana kottu),* such a charge may
be called a door-levy, which should not be confused with !the house-
tax (mane-dere) which will be referred to later.

The Jaina congregation took every care to see that these gifts
in cash and kind were properly administered, for these were invari-
ably given as though in perpetual trust to the Jaina god-head. A
record of A.D. 1180 shows how, having constructed a tank called
Nagasamudra and planted a garden, some disciples of the mort-
gagers, who are named, gave up the garden and the land to one

1. 99. p. 160.
2. 86, p. 156, text, p. 70.
3. 91, pp. 159 : this date is not verifiable,

4. 136, p. 18]
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Nagadeva Heggade, who presented it to Sri Gomata Deva.l In order
to keep in tact the award so made, sometimes formal agreements
were made between the Jaina monks on the one hand and the donars
on the other. Such a pact can best be illustrated by an example,
In A. D. 1280 the officiating priests (pijakarigaluodambattu) of the
Nakhara Jindlaya, made the following agreement with all the citizens
of the Belgola #irtha. The wet and dry lands of this temple were to
be cultivated and “ devoting the produce to the eight kinks of wor-
ship of the god (we) will make without fail the offerings appointed
by the citizens. Whoso of our family shall sell, morigage or give on
contract the wet and dry lands bestowed upon the god, is a traitor to the
king and a traitor to the congregation. Thus have we agreed and
written.”?  Therefore such a pact implied that it was binding on
the priests to observe unfailingly the appointed rites and not to
either sell, mortgage or give on contract any of the gifted lands.
The income and expenditure of such properties must have been
watched as can be inferred from an inscription, dated A. D. 1296,
In this year the assembly of the $ri Mala Sanngha decided first, that
whatever they had been obtained as income from the paddy-lands
and dry-fields, together with the waste land, the fire-wood, leave,
decay of the basadi house and so forth, was to continue in tact.
Secondly, all the jewel-citizens (jewellers) of Belgola, the farmers and
subjects, ordained that five gadyana, which a certain Sambhu Deva had
unlawfully disposed of to Sri Vallabha Deva’s Haduvarahalli, should
be expended on the festivals of those gods and that the eight rights
of possession, with the petty taxes (kirkula), whatever they might be,
of that village, should be expended on the festivals of those gods
and Vallabhadeva. Such a decision implied that wrongful appro- -
priation from one head to another head of account was not tolerated
and was branded as “ unlanful ” (anytiyaudgi\malabrayavﬁgi).3 More-
over it meant that incoms= from one specified plot of land was to be

1. 122, p. 172.

2. 134,p, 178, texi p. 99 : atu madipadam rija d(r)ohi sémay d(r)
Drohizalendu ... . Italics mine. )

3 137, (o), p’ 183,
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expended on that plot alone and to no where else, thus bringing into
common use the vital principle of self-sufficiency, which was so
essential in maintaining the corporate life of the Jaina Sarngha.

Some further details of such an agreement can be made out
from a grant of A. D. 1266 when a settlement was made between the
Jaina Safigha of Sravana Belgola and the local merchant devotees. In
this year Nayakirti Deva set down, for all the Nagartas of . Gomata-
pura, in the presence of the senior treasurer (hiriyamanikya bhandar)
Rama Deva Nayaka, Minister of Someédvara Deva, son of Vira
Ballala II, the following decree :—

(a) For (each ? ) house in Gomatapura the monied were to
pay 8 hana on their stock (or capital) and remain in
peace.

(b)) Among the mills of oil-mongers, whatever justice or injustice
of the palace, (whatever) loss or expense may come, the
Aciirt of that place must himself stipulate and recover
the dues: there was to be no charge on families.!

From this order it may be concluded that, in the thirteenth
century, the monks of Sravana Belgola charged and recovered the
house-tax (mane dere) and the oil-mongers dues (feligira-gina.) As the
house-tax was recovered only from the wealthy, it could not have
affected the poor. But, on the other hand, despite the dues of the
king, whether legitimate or not, whether they made a profit or
suffered a loss, the oil-mongers were obliged to pay the stipulated
dues which, unfortunately, appear to have been left to the discretion
of the local @c@ri, who perhaps was expected to know the local
conditions better than the monastery officials entrusted with the
recovery of the other dues. When such a charge was imposed the
tax on families as units was exempt, which shows that the Jaina
monks did not dare to stretch the weapon of taxation too far.

1. 128,p. 176 : Agi hana-vondara modalinge...--+hada vondara modalinge
entu-habavau sukhav ipparu-teligira gaba volagigi aramaneya. nyiyayv anyiyam
ola-braya €nut bandadam & sthaladaciryyaru tave tettu nimnasivaru cokkala kdrana
kathey illa.—Note : | have changed the translation of the lines underlined, as [

nsider my interpretation to be clearer,
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It is interesting to note how the Jaina monks took stringent steps
to see that none of these measures was transgressed with impunity.
This decree further laid down that * if, transgressing the regulations
of this order, one or twoamong citizens of this #irtha, becoming
leaders, give bad advice to the @cari to ask for a reduction in the
rate, they are traitors to the congregation and traitors to the king.
The guild of merchants will not cast lots, nor demolish the long
established customary fees. If knowing this, the Nagartas discard
it, the Nagartas themselves are the destroyers of the charity: more-
over, the aciriand the wicked are not its destroyers. If one or
two head men, without the consent of the Nagartas, enter into the
house of the @cari or into the palace, they are traitors to the congre-
gation. For free grants and remissions they will follow the old
customs.”! Consequently transgression of the established regulation
was declared illegal No reduction in the rate once fixed after
agreement was allowed and if any one dared to make such an
attempt it was met with the highest punishment which the congre-
gation could possibly give: excommunication from the Safigha, as
such an action was condemned as treason. Again, if any of those
who had bound themselves, well knowing it, dared to do such an
action they, and not either the @ciri or the really guilty, were to be
considered traitors to the trust. These Nagaras were not even
allowed to go either into the house of the dciri or the royal palace,
evidently to exert any influence in making any alteration in the
charges once fixed and if they did so they were branded as traitors to
the congregation. This however, did not mean that no reduction
or remission would be granted, for in this as well asin others,
established usage was not forgotten and precedent not lost sight of,
as such precedents must have formed a code of case-law.

1. 128, p. 176, text. p. 96: Itirtha nakharangalolage vobbar-ibbaru
grimabigaligi iciryarige Kautilya—buddhiyatikalisi vondak onda nenadu
tolasitavam madi higa beleyam alihi bedikolliy endu 4ciryyarige manam
gottade avaru samaya droharu rijadroharu banajiga pageyaru nettagayaru kole-
kavartteg odeyaru. idam aridu nakharangalu upeksisi dar 4dade i-dharmmav
nakharaigale kedisidavar allade aciryyara durjanarum kedisidavar alla
Jokkade samaya drohary manya mannaleya pirvva maryyade nadasuvaru, '
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Despite all these regulations and the great care which the
Jaina priests administered to preserve their endowments, the monks
themselves sometimes went against their own interests and laws and
in the bargain brought stark bankruptcy on their heads. In such a
crisis they appealed to the king, who invariably succeeded in
bringing their dilapdiated finances into some order. So late as
A. D. 1634 the priests of Sravana Belgola were actually faced with
such a crisis. The priests, says the record, “ on account of their
various troubles mortgaged to the merchant-householders the endow-
ments made for the worship of Gummatanitha swami of Belgola of
of the gods “ and the mortgage-holders enjoyed possession of these
properties for a considerable time. Then came the crisis when
Cama Rija Vodeyar Ayya of Mysore, inquired into the matter, sent
for the merchant house-holders and said: ‘ The loans which you
have made to the priests we will pay and discharge.” On hearing this
they said, that merit might acrue to their parents, they would make
agift of those loans, with the “ pouring of water.” Then in the
presence of all the priests and the merchant-house-holders, the god
and guru being witness, this release from a long-standing public
debt was proclaimed and sanctified. Butin order that history might
not repeat itself, it was decreed that in future, whosoever of the
priests mortgaged the endowments or granted a mortgage thereon,
would be excommunicated from their religion and would have no
claim to place and property.!

Such security and management of finances would not have been
possible without the maintenance of proper accounts and adequate
financial administration. The Jaina monks must have had some
officials in charge of their treasury and their accounts. A grant
of A. D. 1117 refers to the head of the treasury of Narasinha Il
who was styled as the Bhan?@radhikrta Hulla while mention is made
of the head of the accountants called Karanots@hi Nila.2 Under the
latter officer, it may rightly be supposed that there must have been

1. 140,p 185, text pB111.
2. 42, p. 123. On the activities of this great general, See Saletore,
Mediaeval Jainism, pp. 140-45
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several assistants and the accounts section must have formed the
main department of finance in the Jaina monastry at Sravana
Belgola.  Of course, there were some other officials as well; for
mention is made of the writers (lekhaka) and the engravers (@cari)
who were entrusted with the publication of the basadi inscriptions.t

Here, within the sacred precints of the basadi the Jaina priests
lived and passed away. Their practice of sallekhana must have an
extremly trying and difficult feat to men as well as women who
perished in this way. In A, D. 1131 one Maciyabbe “ with eyes
half closed, repeating the five words (or phrases),? glorious with
meditating on Jinendra, magnanimous in parting from relatives,
absorbed in the vow of a sanydsi”, perished.? Those who were so
resolved starved from three days to one month,* at the end of
which they must have succumbed. Great was their faith for they
always cried out: “May the honourable supreme profound syad-
v@da, a fruit-bearing token. the doctrine of the lords of the three
worlds, the Jaina doctrine, prevail.”

1. 44, p. 125. )

2. Note: they are : Namo Arahant@nam : Namoh sidhdrzam: Namoh dyuyyd-
nam: Namoh ovaj-jhdyéram : Namoh % sabba sdhuzam.

3. 53,p. 132

4. 54,p.140;55.p: 144; 13.p. 117; 5,8, p. 116. Note :—This religious
death is described by Ayita Varmma in his Ratna Karandaka. It seems to have
prevailed in the Roman Empire and among the Albigenses it was called

Endura Cf. Lecky, History of Morals in Europe. 1, p. 231, 11, p. 52.



DATE OF MALAYAGIRI SURI

BY
P. K. Gode, M, A.

Winternitz! in his History of Indian Literature states that a
MS of Malayagiri's Commentary on Karmaprakrti is dated
1395 A. D., a MS of the Commentary on the Nandi Sttra is dated
1235 A D., a MS of the Commentary on the Vyavahara Satra is
dated 1253 A.D. Peterson ? refers to the several works of Malayagiri
and states that this writer’s Sabd@nu$@sana was written in the reign
of Kumarapala. Kielhorn ® states that one of Malayagiri’s works
was composed in Kumarapala’s reign between 1143 and 1174 A.D.
I wonder why Winternitz has not recorded the above date for
Malayagiri as given by Kielhorn and referred to by Peterson. In
case he had any doubts in accepting the date given by Kielhorn we
shall have to see if these doubts are justified on the strength of
other evidence in support or against Kielhorn’s date for Malayagiri.*

In the Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Jain Bhandars at -Patan
there are certain dated MSS. of works, the author of which is stated
to be Malayagiri. These MSS. may be recorded as follows with
their dates :— '

Page. Work. Samvat, | A. D. Place of Deposit.
22 | wexitfa (|dt®) §o fragw | 1332 1276 | Sanghavi Pada
&%t of AwAfIf | Bhandar.
43 | wexifa gf by agafifi | 1258 1192 Do.
94 | dogm 3 by wFEfif) 1290 1234 Do.
98 | wafw®r &t by Awafil | 1221 | 1165 Do.
201 | <iz=fa AW 1480 1424 Do.

1. His. of Ind. Lit., Vol. II, 1933 (Calcutta Univ.) p. 592 fn. 2.
2. Fourth Report, 1894, Index of Authors p. Ixxxviii.
Works of Malayagiri mentioned by Peterson are :—

(1) saaargadiwl, | (2) swdagdw | (3) T=_rEagAm | (4) w94-
wRAF | (5) @nfiw@wr)  (6) sRETgEEE 1 (7) SexmEiags
w11 (8) gAust At | (9) wegTgWIET |

3. Report on Palm-leaf MSS (1880-81), p.45—Kielhorn observes :—* The
instance SZGRUAFHICAT: on folio 255(b) proves that the work was com-
posed in the reign of Kumfrapila between 1143 and 1174 A. D."

4, Compiled by Dalal and Gandhi, Baroda, Vol. I, 1937.
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Page. Work. Samvat, | A.'D. Place of Deposit.
202 | faafgfa by asafaft ) 1462 1406 | Sanghavi Pada

Bhe‘mdér.
232 | eaemRq@w by Amafift | | 1437 | 1381 Do. .
231 | gavmfidE by @3l | 1481 | 1425 Do.
239 | =gsmiwEiwt by @ik | 1483 | 1427 Do.
311 slﬁ:aqsgfﬂ by a@afif | 1446 1390 !Sangha Bhandara
397 ﬁq@ﬁiﬁ by am@afaft | 1331 1275 |Tapagachha Bha-
ndara (Phopha-
lia Wada).

In the Catalogue of Jesalmere MSS* we find the following dated
MSS. of works ascribed to Amafit —

Page. Work. Samvat | A, D Place of Deposit.
18 | e gagafa by Ae@fifi ) | 1491 | 1335 | Big Bhandara at
. Jesalmere.
43 | uswsimafa by a@afife | 1488 1432 Do.
23 | <izu=fadter by amafif | 1488 | 1432 Do.
42 | sharfamagfa by awafaft 1489 1433 Do.
13 | s@wr by aqaff | 1488 1432 Do.
39 | fiefafeafa by aqafif 1489 | 1433 Do.
41 | fauefrafefa by agafift) | 1289 | 1233 Do.
36 | sgagRgfa by awafif | 1490 1434 Do.
37 | ggereudifs®t by awafaft) 1378 1322 Do.
18 | sxagmafa by Awafft | 1490 | 1434 Do.
35 | dagEEs by wwafif | 1296 | 1240 Do. -
24 | gavwfagR by a@afif | 1489 1433 Do.

1. By C. D. Dalal, Baroda. 1923,
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It will be seen from the two foregoing tables of dated MSS.
ascribed to Malayagiri that they were copied in the years A. D.
1165, 1192, 1233, 1234, 1240, 1275, 1276, 1322, 1335, 1381, 1390,
1406, 1424, 1425, 1427, 1432, 1433, 1434. The earliest dated MS.
of Malayagiri's work recorded by Winternitz is dated A. D. /235
while in the above chronological tables we have four MSS, of Malaya-
glri's works' bearing dates earlier than A. D. 1235 viz., A. D
1165, 1192, 1233 and 1234. According to Kielhorn Malayagiri
wrote during King Kumarapala’s reign ie., between A. D. 1143 and
1174. This statement, though not mentioned by Winternitz and
accepted, appears to be corroborated by the dates A. D. /765 and
1192 of Malayagiri's two works @afa®Ift#r and eetifagfy. We
may, therefore, safely fix A. D. 1165 as one of the limits for the
date of Malayagiri, the other limit being about A. D. 1050 as will
be seen from the following evidence :—

Malayagiri in his Commentary on the Avadyakasiitra mentions
Prajiiyakaragupta and quotes a verse? from his work as follows :—

“IH 9 AFFAT—
“staT a1 VAR ANTHIY AR |
aqr ENs 5 ar: s sfr gegfg 1”
This appears to me to be a quotation from one of the Sanskrit

works of Prajiakara Gupta who was a Buddhist logician belonging
to about 940 A. D.®> It may be possible for students of Buddhist

1. For the names of works of Malayagiri vide Jain-Granthdvali, pp. 4,6, 8,
10. 14. 18, 20, 40, 42, 64, 100, 115, 117, 119, 120, 125.

2. Vide folio 29a of _the Pothi Edition of the Avalyakasitra with
Malayagiri’'s Commentary (Agamodaya Samiti No. 56) 1928.

3. Vide p. 336 of the History of Indian Logic by S. Vidyabhushan, Calcutta,
1921. Prajidkara Gupta lived at the time of Maha Pila, who died in 940
A D. He wrote the following works :—

1. Pramanavartikdlamkdra, a commentary on the Praminavartika  of
Dharmakirti. Vidyabhushan states that the Sanskrit original of
this work of P. Gupta appears to be lost. Recently, however, the
work has been recovered and edited by Rahula SankItydyana in
the Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Res. Soc. Vol XXI, Part II

(1935). There is also a Tibetan translation of the work.

2. SahavalambaniScaya —The Sanskrit original of this work also appears
.to be lost according to Vidyabhusan but there. exists g Tibetan
translation, :
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literature to trace the above verse in P. Gupta's one of the two
Sanskrit works.”! If the author of the name Prajnakara Gupta
mentioned by Malayagiri is identical with the celebrated Buddhist
logician of that name we may safely fix A. D. 1050 or so as the
other limit to the date of Malayagiri, It would thus be seen that the
date of Malayagirisuri may be taken to lie between A. D. 1100
and 1175.%

.1, One of these two works viz., the Pramnavarttikilamkira has been
fortunately recovered for us by Réhula SankTtyayana [Vide P. 42 of Jour. Bihar
and Orissa Res. Soc. Vol. XXI (March 1935)]. The MS described by him
consists of 59 leaves and contains Chapters Il and Il of the work. This MS
has been published in the June 1935 issue of the above journal (pp. 1 to 158).
The published portion is fragmentary as it begins from the Karik? 330 of the
text (vide p. 63). It ends with K4rik? 539 (p. 158) and is called qaﬁqﬁ;é}q
C# Colopon “Sml’l\mﬁﬁﬁiiﬁ Wﬁlqﬁﬁ?@ fgata:” which corresponds to the

3rd Pariccheda of the text of the Pramazaviritika as stated by the Editor in the
footnote on p, 158.

2. In the Abhidhanartjendra Vol. VI (1923) p. 156 there is a small article
on Malayagiri but it contains no historical information about this author,
The compilers of this encyclopaedia, however observe :—

“ aAlTe: andt GRRURE 9 @A quift sfeegitaimeT IR s
The date of Haribhadrasfiri is about 750 A. D.




BELGOLA AND BAHUBALL
BY '
Prof. A, N. Upadhye, M,A,, D, Litt.

In the mediaeval history of Jainism in the South, Sravana
Belgola has been a place of great cultural importance. The great-
ness of Belgola lies in the fact that it possesses certain features of
lasting value : traditionally the place is associated with Bhadrabahu
and Candragupta Maurya, and the historical value of this tradition
is now accepted by the standard authorities; it possesses a large
number of Inscriptions which are important from the historical,
linguistic and literary points of view ; there is a Matha the spiritual
heads of which have guided the social and moral destiny of the
Jaina community in Karnataka and round about for centuries
together ; there are beautiful temples and treasures of old MSS. of
which any holy place would be proud; and last but not the least
there is the grand image of Bahubali on the top of the prominent
hill there. For these and other reasons Belgola is not only a holy
place for the Jainas kut also a place of;cultural and historical impor-
tance to the students of South Indian History.

In the Hassan District of the Mysore State, just near Channa-
rayapattan, Belgola is very attractively situated near a nicely built
square lake in a valley between two hills: Vindhyagiri and Candra-
giri. The name of the place is probably derived from Be] (meaning,
white) gol (meaning, pond) referring to the splendid square lake
which is mentioned in the local inscriptions as Dhavala or Sveta
Sarovara. Workman rightly said: ‘In the whole beautiful state
of Mysore it would be hard to find a spot where the historic and
the picturesque clasp hands so firmly as here’. The name Vindhya-
giri the migrating people must have brought with them from the
North ; while the name Candragiri appears to have been suggested
by the fact that Candragupta Maurya, who came to the South with
Bhadrabahu, as a tradition of much authenticity and sufficient anti-
quity tells us, breathed his last on this hill. Candragiri is also
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known as Cikkabetta, as it is smaller of the two hills, On this hill
we have fine temples of the Dravidian architectural style, some of
them as old as 8th century A. D. Some of the temples such Chamun-
daraya Basti etc., are very beautiful from the artistic and architec-
tural points of view.

- Jtis on Vindhyagiri or Doddabetta that the image of Gommate-
dvara stands. The upper part of this huge statue on the top of the
hill can be seen from a distance of some sixteen miles. From the
ground below we see the image upto the breast, but as we climb.
the hill the image goes out of sight being surrounded by a temple
the ramparts of which support the lower half of the image. Cut
out of a boulder (of fine grained light grey granite) resting on the
spot, the image is about fifty-seven feet in hejght. Though not
older, it is bigger than the statues of Rameses in Egypt. It stands
all nude with arms hanging straight with the thumbs slightly
turned outwards. The pedestal of the image represents an open
lotus. There are anthills, in stone of course, with emerging serpents
on both the sides; and the Madhavi creeper twines itself round
both legs and arms : this indicates the posture of deep meditation.
There is an impressive and majestic grandeur about the image.
What engrosses one is the demeanour of the face. ‘The artist was
skilful indeed to draw from the blank rock the wondrous contem-
plative expression touched with a faint smile with which Gommata
gazes on the struggling world * for the last one thousand years, the
image being carved out in circa A. D. 984 by the order of Chamune-
dardya, the commander in chief of Rajamalla, the Ganga king, who

ruled over that part of the country.

~ All full photographs of this image are in one way or the other
distorted, because the image is very tall and there is no convenient
point sufficiently elevated to focus the full image This image is
imitated at Karkal and Venur ; but the three faces, as | see them,
give different expressions. The detached serenity of the Belgol image
is a triumph: not only it attracts the mind but entraps our heart.
The Karkal image shows extra-meditational gravity and that of
Venur juvenile smile. = The purpose of imitation has almost failed ;
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but to the fotune of posterity and to that of monolithic art of India
these three images are precious and proud contributions. The
granite of the Belgola statue is superior : like its face undisturbed by
attachment and aversion the image stands almost unaffected by sun
and rains, ‘and looks as bright and clean as if just from the chisel

of the artist’.

The serene and detached face, with its childlike innocent simpli-
city, of Gommatedvara commands respect and reverence. It is a
profoundly significant remark of His Highness the Maharaja of
Mysore who said thus some years back: ‘Theland of Mysore
symbolises Gommata’s spiritual empire’; and let us pray that-the
spiritual forces might be radiated from the life and the image of
Bahubali all over the world which is passing through a transitional
period of history.

The life of Gommatedvara or Bahubali has a noble lesson to the
struggling humanity for all times to come. Bahubali was proud of
his power and strength. He would not give an inch of the land
and submit to his elder brother Bharata whom he refused to aCert
as the overlord. Bharata was irritated, and there ensued the battle.
The wise ministers asked them as to what they would gain by
killing on the battlefield thousands of men for whose welfare their
kingdoms were meant. What a vanity of the individuals, and
now-a-days of Nations, that so many people are to be sacrificed on
the battlefield and so much property wasted! Wiser counsels
prevailed, and Bharata and Bahubali got down into the arena to
decide the issue between themselves. They fought against each
other in various ways. Bharata was defeated. Bahubali won the
applause of all. His success meant the defeat of his brother:
what a vanity of success and defeat! The spiritual values flashed
across his mind, and Bahubali bade good bye to the hollow vanities
of this world and rose above them by cultivating the spiritual values
of a lasting character.

Today, as we look around and across the oceans, the flesh
attracts the human mind more than the spirit; moral virtues are
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ata discount and hypocracy is the fashion of the day; ethical
standards are being easily smashed with no just substitutes being
putin their places ; the scientist has achieved great things, but he
is playing in the hands of the politician, capitalist and the mad
nationalist; today the world is made a big family which has
one mind but unfortunately not one heart; competition and exploi-
tation backed by brutal force are the current coins in the socalled
international affairs, and mutual good will and sympathy are no
more there ; property is more valuable than humanity ; love, liberty,
justice etc., have become hollow terms of fashionable use; language
is not being used for mutual understanding but to misinterpret and
twist the simple facts and to mislead and deceive each others ; motives
are conveniently concealed and downright liars are hailed as diplo-
mats ; most barbarous and carnivorous crimes are committed under
the decent names of civilization and nationalism, and palpably false
reports are shamelessly broadcast to the reading and hearing public:
in short, the materialistic forces switched on by abnormal possessive
instincts are shaking today the very nerves of the human society.
At such a critical hour in the history of mankind, | can-only pray that
Bshubali’s life and his image that stand for all that is true, beneficial,
and beautiful, might inspire in us permanent ethical and spiritual
values and lead us on from darkness to light :
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S$RAVANA BELGOLA,
ITS MEANING AND MESSAGE.

BY
Prof. S. R. Sharma, M.A.

A thousand thoughts come crowding in my mind as | write, in
response to the call to contribute, to this special number of the
Jaina Antiquary. It was indeed a very happy idea to bring out this
symposium on the eve of the great Abhiseka which is shortly to take
place. As the recent appeal of Sir Mirza Ismail rightly indicated,
‘Sravana Belgola is not merely of sectarian interest; it is a national
treasure. Like the Taj Mahal and the Kailas Temple, the colossus
at Belgola has attracted universal admiration. Itis well to bear in
mind, however, that without underestimating the value of the magni-
ficent Agra monument and the marvellous Ellora excavation, the
significance of the Jaina memorials in Mysore is deeper than the
proud memories evoked by either the exquisite and enduring fossil
of a doting Emperor’s dreams, or the granite efflorescence of the
artistic and architectural genius of the medieval Hindus. Great as
these and other antiquities undoubtedly are, the meanmg of the
Mysore monuments is greater still.

Above all, to my mind, Sravan Belgola is most typxcally Indxan,
for it enshrines the spirit of sacrifice in the cause of the 'Spirit which
alone is Life. India has been the home of several religions and
schools of thought, but through all of them—with the singular excep-
tion of the Carvakas—runs one philosophy, one attitude towards Life,
one Faith. That Faith is transcendental ; it seeks liberation of the
Soul from the trammels of mundane existence; it stands for the
ultimate triumph of Spirit over matter. It is the shining beacon of
Life across the wasteland of death, Life that is enduring and
eternal. '

The European may climb the highest peaks in the Alps and the
Himalayas, may explore the icy corners of the Arctic and the Antarc-
tic, may dive to the deepest depths of the Atlantic and the Pacific,
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and fly to the utmost reaches of the stratosphere, but he staggers at
the transcendental flights of the Indian philosophers. His eyes have
been trained to seek the truth through the microscope and the
telescope, his mind has sought to study life in the laboratory through
vivisection. In the result, he has succeeded in enslaving matter;
but the slave (matter) has also been holding the conqueror (Spirit)
in bondage. Not so the Indian, where he has not ceased to be
truly Indian.

Drunk with the pride of conquest the European may mock at
what he considers to be our futile and inane philosophy. But we
have reason to believe that the inebriated Western people are getting
more and more entangled in the labyrinth of their own making. If
their titanic struggle may be best illustrated by the statue of Laocoon
desperately caught in the coils of a deadly tangle of reptiles, the Spirit
of ancient India is well represented by the colossal calm of the image
of Bahubali rising high over every other human structure, breathing
freedom in its great silence. The superficial observer is likely to
interpret this contrast in a different way : Does not the naked figure
of Gommata show rather the static inactivity of the stagnant Fast,
and the struggling Laocoon group the palpitating dynamism of the
progressive West? But | should think that the real contrast is more
like that of the restless maelstrom diving into the greater restlessness
of the agitated Atlantic, on the one side, and the placid calm of
the profound Pacific on the other.

However, this is only one aspect of the situation. The human
Spirit, which knows not the dychotomy of East and West, may be
said to have gone to one extreme in India and naturally swung back
to another extreme in Europe. Truth lies not in the Golden Mean,
not midway between the two extremes, but rather in the full ampli-
tude of the swing of the pendulum of Life. The midpoint represents
only death ; the Jaina philosophy does not stand for that. It has
been misrepresented as a philosophy of stagnation, seeking death
xather than life. The Jaina monuments are an eloquent refutation -

f__pf.this libel.
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The Tirthankaras did not stagnate into Nirvana. They built a
giant causeway across the dreary ford of death to the eternal fields
of Life. Syadvida and Anekinta are suggestive of all-sided
comprehensiveness rather than of any one-sided obsession of mono-
maniacs. Those who have understood Jainism correctly have
characterised it as the most logically consistent of all philosophies.
If this should be construed as constituting its main weakness—for
Life is too complex to be logically consistent—, then the critics of
Jainism should remember that itis not merely a *philosophy’ but
also. a fway of life’; that it is not merely a body of thought or a
bundle of doctrines, but it also enjoins a course of action and incul-
cates a code of discipline. Jainism is no more to be condemned
as a negation of Life, than Christianity. If the latter is to be judged
in terms of its influence over the lives of the Europeans during
several centuries, the same should be the norm by which to assess
the former. If christianity has made invaluable contribution to
European civilization, so has Jainism enriched Indian civilization.
If in the course of generation the Christians have resiled from the
teachings of Christ, that cannot be a refutation of the positive gains to
humanity from Christ’s teachings. Likewise, if in the course of ages
the Jainas have failed to live up to their ancient ideals, their historic
contributions are not to be forgotten. Gratitude in both cases would
demand sympathetic understanding from all; such understanding
would not only lead to better appreciation, but also provide the
corrective that modern living needs both here and elsewhere.

o

[P -




BAHUBALI STORY IN KANNADA LITERATURE.
' BY
Prof K. G. Kundangar, M.A.

In the so far published Kannada Literature the story of Bahubali
is first noticed in the Adi-purana of Adi-Pampa (about 941 A. D))
To relate it here will not be out of place. Bharata was the eldest
son of Adinatha, the first Tirthankara and his queen Yadahsvati, and
Bahubali was born of his second wife Sunanda. On account of his
unsurpassed beauty of person the latter got the names Chittaja,
Chittabhava, Manasija, Anariga and Angaja. When he was of
proper age, his father taught him Kamatantra, Samudrika, Ayurveda,
Dhanurveda, Hastyaévatantra, and Ratna-pariksa, (8—60 gadya).
Bharata attained the height of 500 bow-lengths and Bahubali 525.

When it was proper time for Vrsabhanatha to take diksa, the
burden of the whole kingdom was thrown on his eldest son Bharata
and Bahubali was made the crown-prince. The latter was given
the management of Paudanapura torritory (9—65 gadya).

When Cakraratna was born in the Kodagara of Bharata, he
went on a tour of world-conquest and returned to Ayodhya His
Cakra-ratna remained outside the city refusing to enter showing
thereby that the conquest was not complete. After inquiry the
emperor found that his brothers were to be conquered. He sent
his envoys to Bshubali and others to admit his suzerain power.
All others except Bahubali were unwilling to accept the offer.
Neither were they able to face him. They, therefore took diksa.
But Bahubali received the envoy and acquainted himself with the
purpose for which he had come to him. He refused to accept the
suzerainty of Bharata and prepared for war. Hearing this Bharata
marched on Paudanapura with his army. Both the brothers then
agreed to fight each other to avoid blood-shed of the innocent
soldiers. The emperor was successively defeated by his brother
in Drstiyuddha Jalayuddha, Mallayuddha. Enraged at this defeat
he discharged his discus on his brother. But that invincible weapon
being unable to touch him went round him and stood at his right
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shoulder, It was a very critical moment. Had Bahubali thought
of using that weapon on his elder brother he would have done so,
~ killed his brother, and been himself the emperor. But he was a
true Jaina. To him the moment proved to be one of internal
awakening. He felt disgusted with the covetousness of empire in
his brother, which showed no consideration even for a brother.
This brought on him aversion for life. He took diksa and performed
severe penance. In spite of his mastery over Jainagama he could
not conquer his mana-kasaya, on account of which he was not soon
blessed with Kevala-jiana. This was pointed out to Bharata by
Adinatha. The hint was taken by him and Bahubali was informed
accordingly. Taking action on this suggestion he conquered that
weakness of his and attained Kevala jiana. In course of time he
attained Moksa.

In this Purdna, Adi-Pampa does not mention of Bharata conse-
crating at Paudanapura the image of Bahubali 525 bow-lengths high.

Cavundaraya in his Cavundaraya-purana (about 978 A. D)
gives the same story very briefly.

The third account appears in the Shravan-Belagula inscription
No. 234 of about 1180 A. D. composed by Boppana who had the
title Sujanottarnsa. It is this poet who, for the first time, relates
the story of an image of 525 bow-lengths erected at Paudanapura by
Bharata out of respect and affection for his brother Bahubali, As
time rolled on, the inscription further states, the region around the
image having become infested with innumerable Kukkuta-sarpas
(fowls with serpent heads) the statue came to be known as Kukkut-
edvara. It afterwards became invisible to all except the initiated,
But Cavundaraya having heard a description of it set out with his
mother with a desire of seeing it. Finding however that the journey
was beyond his power owing to the distance and inaccessibility of
the region, he resolved to erect such an image himself; and with
great effort succeeded in getting the Image made and set up.

The fourth account is given by Paficabana in his Bhujabali-
Carite (about 1614 A.D.). In this the author tells how Padmavat
and Brahmadeva appeared in a dream before C&vur,ldaraya when
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halting at Shravana-Belagula on his way to Paudanapura accom=
panied by his mother, and told him that Bahubali was pleased with
his devotion and would manifest himself to him on the Larger. Hill
if he would discharge a golden arrow from the Smaller one towards
the former. The next morning he heard of a similar dream of
his mother.. Acting up to it he saw the head of the Image when
the discharged arrow struck the rock on the Larger Hill. After-
wards the officiating priest of the place placed a diamond chisel
and struck it with a diamond hammer. The layers of stone fell off
and the Image became visible. This story based on such a miracle
appears in Bhujabali-dataka of Doddayya (about 1550 A. D.) in
Sanskrit.

Gommatesvara-carite of Ananta-kavi (about 1780 A. D.), Raja-
valikathe of Devacandra (about 1838 A. D.); and the Sthalapurana
of Shravana-Belagula are other works in Kannada giving the story
more or less in the strain of Bhujabali-Sataka and Bhujabali-carite.

The Sthala-purana gives one important and interesting informa-
tion about the height of the Image. It says that Cavundaraya heard
of the existence of an Image 18 bows high at Shravana-Belagula.
This information may be verified with the actual measurements of

the Image taken.

- The pedestal is designed to represent an open lotus, and upon
this the artist has worked a scale corresponding to three feet four
inches. This scale when multiplied by 18 gives approximately
(60 feet) the height of the Image.  The Image as measured is 57
feet in height. A bow is generally of four cubits length, and 18
bow-lengths wih ke TL feet. This g o a difference of 15
feet in the actual measurement, and 12 feet difference according to {
the Sthala-purana. But a cubit cannot always be of the same
length. It will depend on the measurements of the sculptor who
works at the Image. 1t may therefore be assumed that the scale
given at the pedestal represents a bow-length, and that the Image
goes 18 lengths with it This assumption roughly solves the height
problem in the present case,



'NEW STUDIES IN SOUTH INDIAN JAINISM.
| 11 ‘
SRAVANA BELGOLA CULTURE.
BY
Prof. B, Seshagiri Rao.

g. (1)

In two previous papers in the Jaina Antiquary. 1 have outlined
how ancient Jainism in South India had inspired its devotees to
action and emotion. For, it is only when thought, doctrine or
philosophy inspires and sublimates emotion and action, that it
becomes a force not only in the lines of individuals, but also in
those of communities and nations. And éravana Belgola, being its
most ancient and advanced Karmakshétra or practising and demons-
trating ground or ‘University, in South India, and the present
number of the Jaina Antiquary being specialised for the elucidation
of its various phases of activity, through the ages, | shall gladly avail
myself of this opportunity, so kindly given me by the Editor, to des-
cribe in some detail, how, from the Sravana Belgola Epigraphs,. it
appears to me to have functioned as centre of culture,~—of .Stksha

and Diksha.

We often hear so very much about Jaina ascetics and asceticism,
of Jaina scholars, their dialecties-and philosophies, their Raddhantas!
(gri7) and Siddhantas (faglca), that we may be very strongly
impressed with the idea that Jainism is for the intellectual few,
—and even at that, for an elect, fortunate few, who can-be fanati-
cally and—as modern materialists may say, or the ancient epicurions
said—* senselessly ’ stoic. But a proper appreciation of Jaina
memorials will show that the Jaina Sages in ancient times lived their
doctrine and their faith and easily made their desciples of all grades
and classes of society, men and women, live ? it, however austere

1. See “ Inscriptions of bra.vana Belgola ™ by Luvis Rice (Bangalore 1889.
(1S.B.) No. 41 Ugr+a afy etc.

2. 1.S..B. Neo..54.Cf. Dayipila Mugl in whom was the dean'e to lmfact
to other son portion of his own form.” = | o S
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the Sadhana or practice for it may have been. The aim of this
Siksha, descipline, and Diksha, concentration, being to attain to
Arhathood or Siddhahood, not merely Siddhis or * powers’, a study of
Jaina Antiquities, and appreciation of Sravana Belgola culture,
which is a type thereof, will show how real spirituality and perfectibility
of life or its sublimation was in Universal practice of all types of
adherents of the Jaina Faith in South India. It will also serve, not
only as a unifying force not only in the activities of the Jaina
community to-day in all India (@341%a), but will also demonstrate,
in India and abroad, the essential unity of goal (f1¥) descipline
(fer1) and concentration (i) of Hindusim, Buddhism and Jainism,
fancied and some times operated, as mutually cancelling and warring
faiths, unfit to inspire common political action for national ends.
In these days when spiritual sublimation of thought and action in
politics is set out to be India’s special contribution to the modern
warring world and recommended to be practised by political workers
in India, in all its simple and self-denying austerity, it would indeed
be of some help to realise what great levels of practical self-dedica-
tion and cultural eminence were reached, even by politicians and
statesmen in medieval India, even through the inspiration of the Sages
of this great South Indian Spiritual ¢ University.’

«$ravana Belgola ' has a very romantic history. From all Jaina
accounts in literature and Epigraphs, it was originally ‘a bare hill
in an uninhabited country,! but in time it became a Thirtha or place
of pilgrimage, a Karmakshetra for Siksha and diksha or a University
of piety and culture, and even a religious state ' or Samasthanam®
somewhat like the Vatican. Some account of this grand ‘sublima=
tion’ of mere forbidding earth by the aspiring, advancing and
selfpurifying soul of Man will form the substance of this study.

Yet, Sravana Belgola, through the ages, has continued to be a place
of Memorial Toumbs, besides being the abode of several grand
beautiful and rich temples and the most famous of ancient sculp-

tures, the wonder and miracle of art,—the sacred image of Bhujabali
or Gommateswara ortherwise called Kukkutéswara. Thus Sravana

‘o lo S. B. No. 2 Io So Bc NO; 14'.
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Belgola culture seems to have made its own distinguished and distin-
ctive contribution to medieval Indian Art and Architecture, the results
of the memorialistic activities and devotions of the pilgrims that made
it their Thirtha not only during life, but even more so, at its close.

Lewis Rice, who first edited the Epigraphs and brought to light
the Antiquities of Sravana Belgola, in the Epigraphia Karnatica thus
describes the present appearance of this great Thirtha :—

“ The eye of the traveller who is passing along the trunk road
leading from Bangalore to the Western Coast, through the Manjara-
bad Ghat, is arrested on approaching Channarayapatna by a ‘cons-
picuous hill few miles to the South, bearing on its summit what
appears at first a column, but which, on drawing nearer, proves to
be a colosal statue in the human form. This striking and unusual
object, which is visible for miles around, marks the site of one of
the most interesting spots in the South of India, and one whose
epigraphic records carry us back to the very earliest authentic period
of Indian history, anterior in fact even to the famous edicts of Asoka,
the oldest inscriptions in the country. This noted place is moreover
the chief seat of a religious sect at one time fore most in power and
influence, whose origin is of higher antiquity than that of

Buddhism.”?

The earliest inscription on this hill takes the mind of the student
to events long anterior to Asoka,—to the happenings in Nothern
India, in the time of Asoka’s ancestor Chandragupta, the founder of
the Maurya Dynasty. This inscription is ascribed rightly, to king
Bhaskara, the immediate grandson of the Great Emperor Chandra-
gupta Maurya, who is also said to have adorned it with Chitya-
layas or temples of worship, as it enshrined the sepulcheres of his
own grandfather and that father’s guru Bhadrabahu. the last of
Jaina Srita Kavalis. As the event that led to this most ancient
inscription on this hill is of greater antiquity than the i inscription
itself and bears witness to some aspects of the religious history of
Nothern India before the time of Asoka, it is worth recapltulatlon
It is also interesting that that event was described in this eplgraph

1. L S.B.No.l.
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in a kind of Sanskrit prose at once literary, realistic, aweful and
picturesque. The original passage stands thus* :—

Arshénaiva Janapadam-aneka—gramasata-samkhya-mudita-jana-
ghana-kanaka-sasyago-mahishajavikala-samakirnam praptavan atah
acharyyah Prabhachandrén@mavani-tala-lalamabhuté-ath&smin kata-
vapra-ndmakopalashite-vividha-taru-vana-kusuma-dalavali-vikachana-
sabala-vipula-sajala-jalada... ... vyala-mriga kulopachitopatyaka kan-
dara darimaha-guhagahana-bhogavati samuttunga sringa sikharini
jivitasesham alpatra kalam avabudhy@dhavnah suchakitah tapassama-
dhim arddhayitum apricchya niravaséshena samgham visrijya sishye-
naikéna prithulakastiarnna talasusildsu sitalasu svadeham-sannya-
syaradhitavan.”*

Lewis Rice translates it thus :—

“ And the rishi company arrived at a country counting many
hundreds of villages, completely filled with the increase of people,
money, gold, grain, cows, buffaloes and goats. Whereupon. at a
mountain with lofty peaks, whose name was Katavapra—an orna-
ment to the earth; the ground around which was variegated with
the brilliant hues of the clusters of grey flowers fallen from the
beautiful trees; the rocks on which were dark as the great rain
clouds filled with water ; abounding with wild boars, panthers, tigers,
bears, hyaenas, serpants and deer ; fitted with caves, caverns, large
ravines and forests : the achari, with Prabhachandra also, perceiving
that but little time remained for him to live and fearing on account
of the road (journey), announced his intention to do the penance
before death, and having dismissed the entire sangha, with one
single disciple, worshipping, on cold stones covered with grass,

quitted his body.”*

ST ARSI S g A T B e A TSI
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We learn from this, how the hill was known in those old times
as ‘Katavapra' and how it came to be a memorial hill enshrining
the remains of the last of the sritakévalis, Bhadrabdhu, of the Jaina
sampradaya. From its also having been the shrine of the remains
of Emperor Chandra Gupta, this single disciple of Bhadrabsahu,
known in this present epigraph as, Prabhachandra, it came to be
visited by King Bhaska Maurya, his grandson, who built chaitya-
layas over it and a white lake in the village at the bottom from which
the whole region afterwards came to be known as Belgola. Though
the most ancient name of this place appears in this earliest inscrip-
tion as ‘ Katavapra’ there seems to have been another name “ Belgu-
gula ’ by which it became more famous even from the tenth century
A.D. From No. 29, we learn that this name °‘ Katavapra® survived
to the year 1163 A.-C. although found only in one inscription subse-
quent to the King Bhaskata's inscription about Bhadrabahu and his
disciple Chandra Gupta Maurya. There are several associated
inscriptions in very archaic Canarese characters (Purvada Hale
Kannada) from No. 35 of which it appears to have been known
in a partially modified form as * Kalbappira.” In later modifictions
like Kalvappa (No. 34) Kalbapp-(35) Kabbappu-(No. 41) Kabbahu
(137C), it seems to have been still further modified and simplified
according to the phonetic law of ‘assimilation,” of course, acting
unconsciously in the speech of uncultured people!. Students of
linguistics familiar with S. I. Epigraphy may discuss whether in the
process of these obvious transformations of a word like * Katavapra,’
we meet with the phenomenon of a phonetic ‘curruption’ or
simplification or ‘ prakritisation * of a ‘ sanskrit” word or whether a
simple original word like ‘ Kalbappu ™ from the Canarese language
was transformed by Pandits into Sanskrit * Katavapra® Both pro-
cesses are possible and do occur in S. . Inscriptions and literatures.
The very words ‘ Kannada® and ‘ Karnata * transformed out of shape
by foreigners into ‘ Canarese ’ are an instance in point. Be that as
it may, the name ‘ Belugola,” however, seems to have become popular,
and accepted into epigraphs by about 982 A.C,, although Lewis Rice

1. The references to numbers are to numbers given to inscriptions in the
volume “ Sravana Belgola Inscriptions " by Lswis Rice. (Bangalore 1889.)
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gives instances of two inscriptions, from serangapatam, of 9th
century, in which, the form ‘ Kalbappu’ occurs. However, from the
fact that forms the word ‘belugola’ occur more frequently in
inscriptions up to 1196 A. D, in reference to this place, as alterna=
tives to those of ‘ Katavapra,’ it seems to me nothing improper to
hold that for at least ten centuries this place has been famous in
South Indian history as * Belugola thirtha.” Why and when exactly
it came to be further specified as ‘‘ Sravana” Sramana, it is not
possible to determine from local antiquities. It is noted that as a
Sanskrit word, ‘Katavapra’ means “having matted sides.” The
Bhadrabahu inscription shows that it was so known at the time
when the Sritakavali stopped over it. Who could have given it a
Sanskrit name? There was nothing in the place at that time for
any body to visit or notice it. It was only by an accident that that
great sage Bhadrabahu happened to stay away there with his
single desciple Prabhdchandra (Chandragupta Maurya.) The
inscription no doubt makes it clear that the country was abounding
in Jaina centres of populous and prosperous Sravakas or Jaina laity,
and they may have given it this name, but only if they had some-
thing on or about it to attract them. What 1, therefore, feel is that
the Hill so came to be known only after Bhadrabahu began to settle
there on the eve of his Sallekhana (@wi@AT) (fasting unto death)
and also possibly from the residence of Prabha Chandra further on,
worshipping the ‘ footprints ’ of his great guru and served by the forest
deities’. If the word is regarded as desi and as Kalbappu ' or
¢ Kalbappar ’ (the form  Kalbappira® occurs in No. 35) it may be
interpreted as ‘ Hill Father’ or * Hill-Brahmin * Kall=Hill, +bappu<
papan =Brahmin or father (+Telugu *“bibu”). The hill on which
the sepulcheres of Bhadrabahu and Prabhachandra are enshrined is
known as Chikka Betta=Small hill. ‘Kal’ in Canarese occures in
place names in the sense of ‘hill’ or ‘Betta’ + Mitta or Metta
(Tel.). The famous example is Orumgallu or Warrangal, the seat
of a medieval andhra-karnata imperium. It must have come to be
so known from the residence of these two great sages, of whom
possibly Chandra Gupta or Prabhachandra, living longer than
Bhadra-Bahu became more famous as * the Father on the Hill " or
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“ the Brahmin or sage on the Hill ” or “ Hill Sage.”* | should not
have entered into this philological bye-path, but for the fact that in
most cases of thirthas or places of pilgrimage in India, it is some
great, high a miraculous human striving, sacrifice or achievement
in them that has brought them into prominence and illumined them.
Even the interpretation of the word Belugola, offered only by No.

indicates the same thing and confirms my view that it is
some miracle of a human achievement or striving that makes its
material or casual environment famous for later ages. With
many latter day saints or Sravakas, male or female, it became
a great aspiration to close (mudipu) or dedicate the few
remaining days of life in the way in which these great sages did
and ‘leave. the body’ in their company, at the place, which they
hallowed by their residence. However, Belgula or Belgola is inter-
preted in the epigraphs as ¢ White-lake' and it is said in Jaina
traditions that King Bhaskara built the * White lake’ in the village
at the bottom of these hills and that he built even the village also
and named it Belugola. It is, however, possible that the populace,
in these parts, noticing this remarkable object of a * White-lake,’
may have named it in their language, Belugola and the village
containing Belugola, came afterwards to be so called. This is
quite a common phenomenon in place-names in South India.
This origin of the name must have been forgotten by the time
-of the description (45%%) interpreting it as ‘Silver Vase,” and the
pandits may have exercised their ingenuity afresh to take advantage
of an event which they were called in to celebrate with their gifts
of learning and poesy. Thus, even the plastic Arts like architecture
and sculpture cannot gain immortal self-interpretation without the
understanding and calebrating emotion and expression or emotional

|. There are a few very archoic. Inscriptions actually refering to these
“Sages of or on the Hill” the No. 12 has ‘Sri Thirtha, guruvadigal, No. 19 has
‘Sri Betta guruvadigal.” Some of these never came down the hill known as
‘Sri Vette' or ‘Rishigiri’ or ‘Tirthagiri’ or e. g., Vide Ins. Nos. 21 & 15.

1. See also 1.S.B, No. 12. “l:hﬁ]%%?{ ﬂ{élf@l‘lﬁ.:’
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expression of man. And the sublimation of “man,” this freeing
of him from the earthly limitations and trappings to attain to
Arhathood or Jinadva or his original ‘divinity' by sikaha and
diksha has been what was taught and demonstrated from this
place, this thirtha, which originally was an uninhabited or unin-
habitable secret spot of Kushmanddranya. “ Kabbappu-nad " was
a name for the region in which this hill was lacated. Hence
I wonder whether the Chaityalayas and other objects of votive
zeal that came to decorate this village and these hills in later ages
had not shifted the emphasis fromthe sadhana and diksha i.e., the
‘ guru-kula’ life of the original sages there, to objects of art and
architecture and virtualism, so common, in the case of all forms of
faith in India, Vedic, Jain, Buddhist and even Islamic. Balugola<
>Belugula Belu +kula may also mean the ¢white-kula’in which
¢ Kula’ means ‘ family’ or ‘ group’ or ‘ sect” Compare the expression
¢ guru-kula’ * agni-kula,” ¢ Raja-kula’. ¢ White means ‘famous’ or
‘pure’. Hence if the place were originally known as the ‘Belgula
Betta' it must have meant the Hill of the pure or white sage-
company. Or, could it be that, the attendants of King Bhaskara
who were ‘ Swetambaras * had by this way tried to make it peculiarly
their own, leaving behind a memorial of that fact to later ages in the
‘White lake’ of the village’? Any way, at the basis of this
foundation for culture lies a happy commingling of Nothern
and Southern cultural and linguistic trends which has charac-
terised the civilisation of the Karnata region of the Indian
peninsula to later times. The most remarkable point, however, about
Sravana Belgola is that down into the last century, it continued to
be not only a thirtha or place of pilgrimage, but a thirtha
in the original sense, of a place where °the soul transcends
the body or death’ ie, a memorial or Sepul tural Hill Several
persons, males and females, had come there, all through the cen-
turies, to have their final samadhi in presence of those great departed
sages of their own faith. There are several such sepulchural
thirthas or Mutts in South India, but I do not know or have not read
of any places like Belgola which are open to the devotees of their
several faiths for this their final “thirtha” Herein also the
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foundation has kept up its universality or democracy within its fold.
The earliest of such a ‘ memorialist” mention is No. 2, in old archaic
canarese characters and language referring to /Nagamati Ganti
(female) desciple of the excellent Silent guru of Chittur in Adeyare-
nad The earliest in modern Canarese characters and language is
No. 72 of 1809 A.C. referring to Aditakirtti Deva who “ having fully
completed a fast of one month, went to Swarga in this cave.”

Very early in its history, even during the period of its earliest
undated archaic descriptions, Belgola came to be called “ Sri tirtha.”
Now, in South Indian languages, ‘ thirtha * means ‘ water.” In regard
to places of pilgrimage it includes a ‘bath’ or “immersion " idea
also, as in the Kanarese ex pression “thirthamadu.” It also means
‘the sacred water, from the feet of the sacred images’ as in the
expression * Sripada thirtham ; ” but essentially it means °transcen-
ding ' i.e., a mental or spiritual Lightening, purification or ‘sublima-
tion. That such a spiritual ‘accession’ was intended by the use
of the word ¢ thirtha ’ in ancient times is witnessed to, even by the
epigraphs from Sravana Belgola. These instances will again show
that it is the ¢ sages ’ that lived on the Hill that were the real thirthas
and that the locality was made a ° thirtha " as being their habitat :—

For Example (i) of kamlabhadra it is said in No. 54 of 1128
A C. :—

“ Smarana-métra pavitrataman mané bhavati yasya satdm
iha tirthindm tam ati-nirmalam &tma visuddhaye kamlabhadra-
sarévaramasraye '

Trans —Him by only thinking on whom my mind becomes a
thirtha for the good, that pure lake Kamalabhadra (or of suspicious
lotuses) do 1 serve for my own purity.” (Lewis Rice.)

(i)). Of Matisagara it is said in the same inscription i.e., No. 54,

“ Tirtham Sri matisagar6 gurur ild chakram chakara sphuraj
jyotih pita tamarpayah pravitatih. ptitam prabhatasayah.”

Trans = Sri Matisagara guru made the whole world a tirtha,
by his glory dispersing the darkness of ignorance, of a worthy mind,

etc. Thus, in inscription after inscription, at Belgola, it occurs
again and again, that, to follow those great earliest Jaina sages
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Bhadrabahu and Chandra Gupta, was the true Jaina faith, with
clear references to that ancestral migration which some scholars
refer to fourth century B.C., that make this high antiquity of Sravana
Belgola stand undisputed Here-below are a few extracts bearing
on this view :—

(i) ‘“ Bhadrabahu-sa-Chandra Gupta-Munindra yugmadin-noppeval

Bhadramagida dharman valie vand inipal kulo:-+-++--veeeeeee .
Vidrumadhare Santiséna munisd nakki échel-go .. X
Adri-mél asanddi vittu punarbhavakk ir................. gi ll

Trans :—*“ Saying, to be in accord with the pair sree Bhadrabahu
together with the great muni Chandra Gupta, is the true
faith : —after coming here, and being gratified the......of
her race, the coral-lipped wife of Santisena munisa, Echel
go-(ravi), on the top of the mountain, forsaking all food,
attained to the state of not being born again.”

And, likewise, the earliest persons who resorted to this Hill did
so not to worship but to become °‘pure spirits’ relieved from and
exalted above Samasarachakra, the wheel of life, the cycle of births
and deaths, specially by the aweful baptism of Sallekhana, * the fast
unto death,” to enter upon the final pilgrimage or Mahaprasthana, to
take to the final smadhi of one’s life. What is called ‘Renunciation
at the time of danger ' or ‘ atura sanyisa’ is a feature common to
various forms or schools of what is called ‘ Hinduism * or Vaidika-
samaya but it is found only in Jainism in its most awe.inspiring form
as Sallékhana. That it is a form of life-renunciation’ or more
properly ‘déhatyiga’ ‘giving up the body’ is even enjoined by
the Jaina sastras, is also brought out in one of the epigraphs on
this Hill thus :—

Chirni téna srimad-Ajitaséna-pandita-déva-dévya sri-pada-
kamala-madhukaribhata-bhavina mahanubhavéna Jaindgama-
prasiddha-sallékhana vidhi Visrjyamana dehéna samadhi-
vidhi=vilokanochita-karana-kutthala  milita-sakala sangha
samtOsha-nimittam &tmantahkarana parinati prakasajiya
nirvadyam padyamidam@su virachitam (No. 54, dated
1128 A. C)
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Trans : —* By him, a bee at the divine lotus feet of Ajitasena Pandita
" Deva, magnanimous, while abandoning his body by means
of the Sallékhana famous in the Jaina Agamas, so that
all the sangha rejoiced at the sight of the nature of his
penance, was delivered improptu this perfect verse, dis-
playing the ripeness of his mind.” -

Sallékhana may therefore be described as a special * ideosyncracy”
of Jainism’

The first to perform this aweful rite of Sallekhana on this Hill,
Katavapra, was Bhadrabahu, the last of the Sruta kewalis ; this fact’
bring us directly to the Southern migration of the Jaina rishiganas
from Ujjaini in North India and the passage in the inscription referring
to the Katavapra Hill. The passage brings out in simple naturalis-
tic description how awefully beautiful it was and suggests a phase of
naturalism which has left its environmental mark on the awefully
beautiful and simple and high, plain lives and characters of succes-
sive Jaina munis, perhaps Vanaprasthas and Sanyasis as well, that
carried forward to later generations in South India the traditions of
spiritual realisation, sanctified scholarship and desciplined ¢ sense-
conquest.” No wonder that their admiring followers had left behind
them these authentic data of their admiration and also venerating
and exultant praises of Bhadrabahu Sritakevali, who thus rejuvinated
South Indian Jainism which, by his time must have lost touch with
its North Indian homelands, Here below are given a few specimens
of such commendatory compositions, reminders, as it were, to.
contemporary generations, of that ancestral North Indian migration,’
corresponding to that of Agastya to ‘ Choéla mandala’ recorded
in Puranic Literature and vernacular classics of South Indian
Languages :- - )

(a) Varnnaih kathan-nu mahimé bhana Bhadrabahor-
mmohoru-malla-mada-marddana-vritta-bahoh
~ yach-chhishyatapta-sukriténa sa chandra-guptas
-susrshyaté sma suchiram vanadévatabhih!’

Trans :—“ Worthy is it not of being described, the greatness of
Bhadrabahu, say,—stout of arm in subduing the pride of
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the great wrestler ignorance, through the merit obtained
from descipleship to whom, that Chandra Gupta was for a
long time served by the forest deities.”

(No. 54, dated 1128.)

Note incidentally that this verse identifies that Prabhachandra,
wha served Bhadrabahu on this Hill in his last days, with Chandra-
Gupta, the famous Maurya Emperor known to Indian History. It
also brings out the idea of spiritual culture as an affair of * gnana, a

struggle and victory, perhaps justifying the name of * Jaina Samaya,’
a ‘religion of conquest.’

() Bhadrabahur-agrimah samagrabuddhi sampada
Suddha Siddha Sasanam susabda bandha sundaram ;
Iddha vritta Siddhir-atra bhadrakarmabhittaps
Vriddhi vardhita prakirtir uddhadhe mahardhikah.

(No. 108 of A. D. 1433.)

Trans :—* Bhadrabahu, the foremost by his acquisition of knowledge,
(proclaimed) the doctrine of the siddhis, beautiful with its
combination of sweet words; famed for his character, .
dispeller of the delusions of those bound to the world,
celebrated for the growth of his great penance, the highly
renowned.’

From all this it is quite clear that, ever since the arrivalgf#Bhadra-
bahu, this Katavapra Hill in the midst of an aweful forest, became a
¢ thirtha * associated in the minds of generations of people with
dikshas or vows, and concentrations, and with sikshas or desciplines
in knowledge and character and sidhanas or self-searching self-
purification resulting, by long growth of penance, even in *siddhis ’
or attainments. Persons {even abandoned the beautiful envirous
of nature in the plain beyond the Hill, to take to its top to attain
beatification. A very archaic inscription at the place refers to this
fact:—

Sri “ Udyanaijjita-nandanam dhvanadali-vyasckta-raktstpala

vyépi sribhrita-salipinij ara disam kritva tu bahyachalam
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sarva prani-dayardha-dabhi-Bhagavad-dhyané&na

: sambodnayan-
arddhyachala mastake kanaka-sat-senod bhavat satpatih”
“ aho bahir-girin tyaktva Baladeva munih sriman
dradhanam pragrihitva siddha tokam gatar-punah”

(No. 15).

Trans :=—* With groves adorned with red water lilies and filled
with the hum of bees, surpassing Nandana ; shining on every side
with fields standing with rice, was it beyond the hill. Instructing
all in the praise of Bhagavat, the ocean of goodness to all creatures,
- worshipping on the summit of the mountain; born to the virtuous
kanakasena, was a chief of virtue. Behold, this Bala Deva muni,
the honourable, having forsaken beyond the hill, giving himself up
to devotion, departed to siddh loka, did he not ? ”

Note that this description gives an idea ot the approaches to
the Hill at a far later time than that of Bhadrabahu, but it is enough
to show that that ‘ arddhyachala * or ‘ gurugini’ was still the chiefest
attraction in the locality and even that, for Sallekhana, as well as
Sddhana.

A similar cultural ¢ ideosyncracy ' of Jainism is said to be Ahimsa,
This has come into greater prominence in modern Indian political
life, like ‘fast into death,’ Sallekhana, most inappropriately I think,
as a technique of political struggle. lt, however, indicates a modern
" searching of hearts in India, a quest into the past far desciplines or
spiritual processes, leading to  freedom ’ or moksha from ‘bandhana’
or ‘ bondage.” No body can deny that it is a deep spiritual searching,
a holy quest, a non-doctrinal, practical, quest, practised in ancient
times by persons from different grades of society and even today,
practicable to prince in luxury or peasant in poverty alike. But it is
well worth making an attempt to understand this Jaina form of
descipline of Ahimsa aright.

The Sravana Belgola Epigraphs describe the munis worshipping
Bhagavat, there, as ‘Srava-prani-dayarddha-dah (Héﬂﬁlﬁﬂtﬁ) as
those that give their wealth of kindness to all living things, which
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~ makes them careful lest they should per chance injure even a tiny
- insect. The practice of * Gridhra-pinchacha,” one of the most
‘famous of the successors of Bhadrab&hu, in their gana, is followed
to this day by the ascetic who sweeps the ground before him with
a pea-cocktail broom before he moves along the way. In some
of the more enlaborate inscriptions, on the Hill, this famous sage
~ Gridhra-pincha<dcharya is thus celebrated : —

Trans:—(1) “then there was Umaswati munisvara, who had the
name acharya following after the word Griddhra-pincha.
In that time no other was equal to him in understand-

ing the ‘ padartha” (No. 42, dated 1117 A. C

. Trans —(2) “ The honourable Umaswati, he was the yatisa who
published the Tatvartha Sutra which is a guide to the
worthy in following the path that leads to Mukti”
(No. 105 of 1398 A, C))

: Trans :—(3) “He, was he not the yogi devoted to the protection
- of living creatures who ‘ assumed ’ the wings of a kite
whence from that time forth the wise call him achari
adding to it, afterjhis name Griddhara-Pincha "

(No. 108 of 1433 A.C.)

Several other customs among Jainas are traced to this original
~ ideas of ‘protection of living creatures.” But this is not all of the
- Jaina idea or descipline of Ahimsa. In its degeneration into the
mere custom of the asctic sweeping before him with a * peacock-
broom,” it may have become an object of redicule of the Hindus,
as an accentricity or ‘bhéshajam’, butin its essence, it finds its
echoes in the Vaidika Samaya as well. The religion of Budha is
gaid to be the religion of ‘ahimsa’ or ‘ Daya’ or * Compassion ' par
excellence, but a deeper knowledge of the Jfiana marga of the Upani-
shadas or of the Jaina Samaya will reveal that itis equally an
essential element in these equally, if not more, ancient faiths or
« schools of Spiritual attainment.’ In the saka year 1050 (s stated in
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No. 54) Sri Mallishena muni said as follows when he was departing
from this world :—

“Having worshipped the three jewels named in the Agama,
having lived so that all living creatures have received no
injury and having acquired patience, we have (this) our
body at the fact of Jaina and enter Swarga "

To live in such a way that no creature receives injury from one
is the essence of the practice of Ahimsa.

Similarly, of another muni Sritakirti it is said, that he was
‘ sarva-sariti-raksha-krita-matih ’, “ intently minded in the protection
of all emodied ones”. Thus in Ahimsa-sadhana, the primary impor-
tance is on ‘ protection of living creatures’ a positive duty. These
Sravana Belgola Inscriptions show that several other collateral and
positive ideas cluster round this principle of Ahimsa. The most
comprehensive of these is idea of sakalaprini-dayartha-siddih ’,
the utilisation of all our gifts, achievements, equipments and other
acquirments for the good and happiness of all creatures. The
_ insistence is on the attainment of powers by the individual for social
and environmental betterment or “Lokasangraha ". In this view, the
following excerpts from these inscriptions illuminating :— )

(1) “Having studied the whole Veda, free from all distress of
mind, having subdued all opponent speakers, delighting
in all learning, filled with highest joy, of lofty and
bright intelligence, praising the feet of Jinapa, --- he had
obtained protection for all. (Sritakirti Deva No 105.)

(2) Learned men there are, but no poets, masters of learning,
eloquent speakers, experts from researches into various
sciences, in the Kali Age like me.. ..... notwith the
desire of gratifying pride, not through enmity, but
through my pity for the people being led astray by the
teaching that there was no spirit (or God), did, I, O
king, in the Court of Himasitala overcome all the learned -

proud Buddhas and spurne sugata with my feet” |
(Devakalanka Pandita No. 54.)
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Patience, kindness, impartiality, disinterestedness, spirituality,
and humality, are other aspects of Ahimsa which make for social
peace and social celebrity. Such qualities are revered, in a sage like
Mallisehna. Of him it is said :—

“In whom unequalled patience rejoices, in whom kindness
knows no limit, whom impartiality loves, whom absence
of desire desires, through love loving salvation, though
in his own esteem low, yet the head of yogis, by his
character an acharya......see Mallishena muni......him let

us reverence.’

Honour, liberality, sympathy, are another cluster of ideas group-
ing round Ahimsa as a positive force in active life and these are
reverenced in another sage thus =

“ A fire to the forest of family cares, a sun to the lotus of
the Bhavajas (Jains), the summit of uplifted honour, the
cow of plenty in restoring wealth, remover of the sorrows
of those in the power of the ememies sin and ignorance, is
Sritamuni, chief Suri, pure in morals, untarnished by

woman "

-

We find from these and such passages that “ purity " or * cele-
bacy " is another aspect of Ahimsa, for “impurity " is ‘the himsa of

Atma or self.
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“ JAINA SIDHANTA BHASKARA."”
1. (Gist of September Issue)

Mr. K. P. Jain have shown that the observance of Ahinsa
do not deprives a Jain follower of the use of his manly
power. Many a illustrations from the Jain Literature and
inscriptions are given, showing the chivalrous deeds
of the Jain heroes. It was due to disunion and discord
between themselves that Indians lost their independence.

Pt. K. B. Shastri objects that Vadibhsingh was a contem-
porary of Akalanka.

A readable note on Apabhrams literature is given.

Pt. Nemichandra discusses the astronomical definitions of
Sri Nemichandracharya.

Pt. K. B. Shastri describes the antiquities at Kopana.

Pt, Parmanand gives a glimpse of the life and works of
Sri Vadiraja.

2. (Gist of ‘Bhaskara’ for Dec. 1939.)

Pt. K. B. Shastri discusses the problem of the multi-hus-
bands and the story of Draupadi and concludes that
Draupadi was in fact married to Arjun only.

Sj. Agarchand Nahta objects the theory of Pavagarh being
originally a Digambara Jain Tirtha; but the rejoinder
of Premiji speaks otherwise.

Prof. Hiralal Jain describes the Apabhramsa work “ 4nup-
rata Ratna Pradipa” by Lakkhana belonging to the

13th century A. D.

K. P. Jain has collected and given available information
abou* Girnar and its history.
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