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JAINA LITERATURE IN TAMIL.
By Prof A. Chakravarti, M.A, LE.S.

Continued from Vol. V., No. III, page 74.

The scene of the story is laid in Rajapura in Oudaya Desa, in
Bharata Khanda. Maridatta is the name of the king. There is a
Kali temple in the city dedicated to Canda Mari Devi. It was the
time of a great festival for this Canda Mari Dévi. For the purpose
of sacrificing, there were gathered in the temple precincts, pairs of
birds and animals, male and female, such as fowls, peacocks, birds,
goats, buffaloes and so on. These were brought by the people of
the town as their offerings to the Devi. The king Maridatta, to be

consistent with the status and position of Raja, wanted to offer as
sacrifice not merely the ordinary beasts or birds but a pair of human
beings as well. So he instructed his officer to fetch a pair of human
beings, a male and a female, to be offered as sacrifice to the Kali.
The officer accordingly went about in search of human victims.
Just about that time a Jaina Sangha consisting of 500 ascetics
presided over by SudatticArya came and settled at the park in the
outskirts of the city. In this Sangha there were two youths Abhay
aruci and Abhayamti, brother and sister. These two young
apprentices, since they were not accustomed to rigorous discipline
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characterstic of the grown up monksin the Sangha, were very
much fatigued on account of the long travel and were permitted by
the head of the Sarigha to enter the town for obtaining the alms ' for
themselves. The officer of the king, who went about in search of
human victims, was very glad to capture these two beautiful youths
and marched them to the Kali temple and informed the king of his
capture. The king Maridatta gladly went to the Kali temple with
the object of offering his sacrifice with these beautiful youths. The
people assembled there asked these two beautiful youths to pray to
Kali that, as a result of this great sacrifice, blessings must be
showered on the king and the land. The two ascetics smiled at
this request; and they themselves blessed the king that he might
be weaned from this cruel form of worship, so that he might have
the pleasure of accepting the noble Ahirhsa Dharma which would
lead him to a safe spiritual haven. When they pronounced this
with a smile on their beautiful faces, the king was nonplussed for
he could not understand how two such young and beautiful persons,
in the face of death, could have such peace of mind as to laugh at
the whole game as if it were none of their own concern. Therefore
the king wanted to know the reason why they laughed at such a
grave moment and expressed a desire to know who they were, and
why they came to the city, and so on. The sword drawn for
sacrifice was sheathed again, and the king was in a mood to know
the reason of the queer behaviour of the two youths. As desired
‘by the king the brother Abhayaruci began to answer. “ The reason
why we laughed, without being in fright, was the result of know-
ledge that everything that happens to an individual is but the fruit
of his previous Karma. Fear to escape the fruits of one’s own
Karma is but the result of ignorance. Hence we were not afraid
‘of our own fate which is the consequence of our own previous action.
We have to laugh simply because the whole scene here is steeped
in so much ignorance. As a result of our own conduct that we
sacrificed a fowl made of rice flour, we had to suffer and endure
for seven births successively taking the form of lower animals and
suffering all sorts of pain. Only in this period, we have the good
fortune to regain our human form. We know very well that all
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this suffering was the ‘result of our silly desire to offer sacrifice to
Kali, though the actual victim of sacrifice was merely an imitation
fowl made of flour. After realising this, when your people asked
us to pray to Canda Mari Devi for the propsperity and welfare of
of yourself and your kingdom as a result of sacrifice of several
animals and birds together with human beings, we could not but
laugh at the simplicity and ignorance of people here.”

When the king heard this, he gave up the idea of sacrifice and
wanted to know more about the life of the two victims who exhibited
such magnificent. peace of mind even in the very jaws of death.
Thus ends the first section.

In the second section is narrated the story of these two youths
and how they brought upon themselves all the troubles on account
of sacrificing a mock fowl. The scene is laid in Ujjain, the capital
of Avanti.of Malavadeda. The ruler of the country was one Asdoka..
His queen was Candramati. Yadodhara was their son. It is this
prince Yadodhara that is the hero of this story. This Yadodhara
married a beautiful princess by the name of Amrtamati. This
beautiful queen gave birth to a son Yadomati. The old king Asdocka
abdicated the kingdom in favour of his son Yadsdhara and instructed
him to observe the principles of righteous rule according to Rajaniti.
He instructed his son how he should safeguard Dharma, Artha and
Kama, the three Purusdrthas. He should maintain religion and
religious worship at a high level of purityv based upon Ahirhsa
doctrine. Having given all this advice and establishing his son as
the king of the land, the old king adopted the life of an ascetic
and spent his time in an Aérama. While king Yassdhara and
queen Amrtamati were living happily, one early morning the queen
heard the the sweet music of the elephant-keeper singing in Mala-
paficama-rdga. The queen was attracted by the music and sent
her attendant Gunavati to procure the person who was responsible
for such sweet music. This information created a surprise in that
attendant who advised the queen to remember her status and

- prestige ; but as she insisted on having the person with whom
she fell in love, the attendant had to bring the keeper of the elephant
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who was a detestable leper. Even in spite of this deformity, the
foolish queen entered into an intimacy with that wretch. The king
was at first ignorant of the whole affair. But soon the king came
to know of this disgusting behaviour of the queen. Noticing -the
peculiar estrangement in her behaviour, he himself grew weary of
worldly riches and was trying to discard the kingly pleasures and
renounce the world. Just then he had an ominous dream in which
the moon from the high skies was observed to fall down towards
the earth losing all her light and glory. The king feared that this
was symbolic of some calamity and wanted to know how to avoid
the evil foretold in this dream. The queen-mother was consulted by
the king who was advised to offer some animal sacrifice to Kali fo1
the purpose of warding off such a calamity. The king, because he
was a faithful follower of Ahirmsa Dharma, could not reconcile
himself to animal sacrifice. Hence the king and his quern=mother
both arrived at a compromise according to which the king had to
offer a fowl made of rice-flour as a sacrifice to the Kali. So the
mock fowl was offered as a sacrifice to Kali Thus troubles began.
In the meanwhile, the queen knowing that her conduct was dis-
covered by the king and the queen-mother, hated them both and
finally succeeded in killing them by poisoning them Thus, after
- disposing off the king and his m other, this wicked queen Amrtamati
made her own son Yadomati king of Avantidésa. After the death
of Yasodhara and his queen mother Candramati as a result of the
sin of the sacrificing to Kaili, they were born as lower animals for
seven births in succession.

The third section is the description of the various Janmas taken
by king Yadodhara and his mother as lower animals and birds,
and the grief and suffering that they had to undergo.

In the fourth section the narrative of the new king Yadomati
is given and also the story of 'Abhayaruci and Abhayamati who
were in their previous births Yadodhara and his queen mother
Candramati. Finally, when Maridatta learnt the whole story, he
desired to know more about this noble Truth Ahirhsa; and he was
taken to the Guru who was camping in the Udayna in the outskirts
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of the city where the king had the initiation into the noble faith of
Ahirmsa. Thereafter, he not only gave up the offering of animal
sacrifice to Kali himself, but also proclaimed to his people that
such a sacrifice should not be offered any longer. Thus he elevated
the religion and temple worship to a higher and nobler level all over
his land. This is the story of the Yasodhara Kavya in Tamil about
whose author we know nothing The story is found even in
Sanskrit literature. There is a Sanskrit Yasodhara Kavya dealing
with the same story. But itis not clearly known which is earlier,
the Tamil or the Sanskrit one.

This Tamil Yadodhara Kavya was first published by late T.
Venkatarama lyengar an esteemed friend of the present writer.
Unfortunately the edition is out of print and hence not available to
readers at present.

(2) Culamani.—It is composed by the Jaina author poet
Tolamolittevar. He was evidently under the patronage of the chief
Vijaya of Karvetnagar. The editor of this work, Damodaram Pillai,
is of opinion that it must be earlier thzn scme of the Major Kavyas.
His conclusion is based upon the fact that several stanzas from
Culamani are quoted by Amrtasagara, the author of Yapparurgala-
karikai. Culamani is based upon a Puranic story contained in
Mahapurana by Jinasena. The hero of the story is one Tivittan
one of the nine Vasudevas according to the Jaina tradition of whom,
Krsna of Bharata fame, is one. Culamani resembles Cintamani
in poetic excellence It contains 12 sargas and 2131 stanzas on the
whole. The story runs as follows. Prajapati, King of Suramaidesa,
whose capital was Potanapura had two principal queens Mrgapati
and Jayavati. Tivittan, the hero, was the son of Mahadevi Mrgapati,
Vijaya the son of Jayavati and this was the elder of the two. Vijaya
and Tivittan were exactly corresponding to Balarama and Krisna,
the former fair, and the latter dark in complexion. A soothsayer

told the king Prajapati that his son Tivittan would marry a
 Vidyadhara princess very shortly The Vidyadhara king of Rada-
ntpura had a daughter by name Svayamprabhd who was very
beautiful. This Vidyadhara king also had a prediction made by a
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soothsayer that his daughter Svayamprabha would marry a Ksatriya

prince of Pétanapura. The VidyAdhara Monarch sent one of
his ministers with a letter to king Prajapati offering his daughter
in marriage to Tivittan. King Prajapati of Potanapura, though
surprised at first at this offer from the Vidyadhara king, consented
to the marriage. In the meanwhile, the matter was known to the
Vidyadhara emperor Advagriva to whom both king Prajapati and the
father of Svayamprabha were subordinates Aédvagriva, the Vidya-
dhara emperor, demanded from the father of Tivittan the
usual tribute. King Prajapati fearing the wrath of the Vidya-
dhara emperor ordered the tribute to be paid immediately. But
his son Tivittan would not permit this He denied allegiance
to the Vidyadhara emperor and sent the messenger back
saying “ No tribute will be paid hereafter.’” One of the Vidya-
dhara ministers attached to Asvagriva's court, wanted to kill
this foolhardy Ksatriya youth Tivittan by a stratagem He
assumed the form of a lion and destroyed the cattle of the land
Suramai belonging to the king Prajapati The sons of Prajapati,
Tivittan and Vijaya, set out to slay the lion. The lion which
is the assumed form of the Vidyadhara minister cleverly
decoyed Tivittan into a cave. Tivittan pursued the lion into the
cave. There was a real lion which devoured the Maya lion
and wanted to have Tivittan also  Tivittan was not to be frightened
by this The Vidyadhara lion having disappeared into the mouth
of the real lion of the cave, he caught hold of the head of the real
lion and killed it easily. This killing of the lion was a part of the
prediction given by the sooth-sayer to the king of Radanupura, the
father of Svayamprabha, who was to be given in marriage to
Tivittan.  Therefore the king of Radantpura set out with his
daughter Svayamprabha for Podanapura where the Vidyadhara
princess was given in marriage to the gallant Tivittay. Vidyadhara
emperor Asvagriva, boiling with wrath, because of the treatment
meted out to his messenger by his subject’s son Tivittan, had now
his anger aggravated because of the marriage with a Vidyadhara
princess. He could not brook the idea of an ordinary Ksatriya
prince, and that too the son of his own subordinate, marrying a
Vidyadhara princess of his own noble race. He marched with his
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mighty force against Tivittan. A war ensued. Tivittan keinga
Vasudeva, was in possession of divine magic powers, and with his
Cakra made a clean sweep of the Vidyadhara army and finally slew
the Vidyadhara emperor Asdvagriva himself. The result of this
victory made Tivittan’s father-in-law suzerain lord for the whole of
Vidyadhara land. Tivittan himself inherited . his father's domain
and lived happily with his Vidyadhara bride Svayamprabha together
with his several thousand other spouses. He had a son by his
Vidyadhara bride Svayamprabha named Amrtasena. He gave .
his sister in marriage to his brother-in-law Arkakirti and by his
sister a daughter was born called Sudarai and also a son. Tivittan
had another .daughter by name Jotimalai for whose marriage he
proclaimed a Svayarvara. This daughter chose as her husband
her maternal uncle, Arkakirti, whereas the Vidyadhara princess
chose his own son Amrtasena. Thus by these two marriages the
alliance between Podanapura dynasty and the Vidyadhara dynasty
was further strengthened. Thus, when the two countries were
living in happiness and the people were enjoying prosperity, the old
king Prajapati renounced the kingdom in favour of his son and
passed the remainder of his life in Yoga and meditation. But as a
result of this Jinadiksa and spiritual penance king Prajapati escaped
from Sarhs@ra and attained Mukti. Thus ends the story of Culamani,
a very important work included in the category of the five minor
kavyas.

(3) Neelakééi.—This is also one of the five minor kavyas
which is evidently by a Jaina philosopher poet about whom we know
nothing. It is a controversial work dealing with the system of
Indian philosophy and it has an excellent commentary called Samaya
Divakara by one Vimana Muni. This Vimana Muni is the same
as the author of another classic called Meérumandirapuranam.
Neelakési appears to be a refutation of the Buddhistic work called
Kundalakeasi which is unfortunately lost now. This Kundalakedi was
included under the category of the five Mahakavyas. Though the
Tamil classic of this name is lost to the world, the story of Kunpdala-
kesi as found in the Buddhistic work is given kelow for the simple rea-
son that the related story of Neelakédi is modelled after Kundalakesi
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and is intended to be a refutation of Kundalakéeéi's philosophy.
The story of Kundalakééi is as follows taken from *The Buddhist
Legends™ (H. O.'S.) ‘

A rich merchant of Rajagrha, it seems, had an only daughter
who was about sixteen years of age, and she was exceedingly beauti-
ful and fair to see. When women reach this age, they burn and
long for men. Her mother and father lodged her on the topmost
floor of a seven-storied palace in an apartment of royal splendour,
and gave her only a single slave-woman to wait upon her.

Now one day a young man of station was caught in the act of
robbery. They bound his hands behind his back and led him to the
place of execution, scourging him with lashes at every cross-road.
The merchant’'s daughter heard the shouts of the crowd, said to
herself, *“What is that?”, looked down from the top of the palace,
and saw him.

Straightaway she fell in love with him. So great, in fact, was
her longing for him that she took to her bed and refused to eat
Her mother asked her, ¢ What does this mean, my dear daughter.’
¢If 1 can have that young man who was caught in the act of com-
mitting robbery and who was led through the streets, life will be
worth living ; otherwise | shall die here and now.” ‘ Do not act in this
manner, my dear daughter; you shall have someone else for your
husband, someone who is our equal in birth and family and wealth.”
‘] will have no one else; if | cannot have this man, | shall die.”

The mother, unable to pacify her daughter, told the father, but
the father likewise was unable to pacify his daughter. ‘ What is to
be done ?’, thought he. He sent a thousand pieces of money to the
king's officer who had captured the robber and who was accom-
panying him to the place of execution, saying, - Take the money and
send the robber to me.” ‘Very well’ said the king's oficer. He
took the money and released the robber, had another man put to
death, and sent word tothe king, * The robber has been executed,

Your Majesty.’

Contd.



Asoka and Jainism.
| Kamta Prasad ?Zin, M. R. A. S.

Continued from Vol. V. No. III, page 88.

Thus we may conclude that the monuments of Asoka and their
symbols betray the influence of Jainism on Asoka; and as he
closely followed and copied Jaina ideas in his buildings, it may be
regarded that he actually had the knowledge of Jainism and most
probably professed it.

Technical terms of Jainism in Asokan Edicts.

It seems that Asoka, also, used the language of the Jainas in
composing his edicts; as is evident from the opinions of various
scholars.”8 Yet not only the language but many a technical term
of Jainism with their very sense and meaning has been also used
by him. We may point some of them herein below :—

1. Sravaka ( #@® ) or Upasaka ( S91@% ) words are used in
the Ist minor Rock Edit of Rupnath and also in those of Vairdt and
Sahasrama. In Jainism these words are reserved to indicate a
layman ;7°

2. Prama (ma@) Asoka used the term ( H1W) in his Brahmagir
(2nd minor) edict (B#3 %S 1Y 99599 ) while he exhorted the
people to honour the pranas (of the living beings). Jainism
characterises and classifies the mundane souls according to the
pranas they possess and the injury himsa ( f&ar) of living beings

78. E. Senart, Les Inscriptions de Piyadasi, pp. 505—513 & A. Weber,
Uberein Fragment der Bhagwati Sect. 1 &c.

79. In the following verse the word #J9% is used to describe the Dharma
of alayman :(—

‘gd grEAYRT @9aT e sad
g8 duuey sz fuwd a158 P—=gaigs P. 99.
Likewise the word “ Sqr&® ” is used for a layman in the SYrEFILNGS
and other texts.
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also depends on hurting these pranas.®® Which are ten in all
" as are named in the following verse :—
‘q=fa gfga qrr awafaErn 7 [ g@ o
TSI AR LR TR U@ oy’
Such use of the word prana is not perhaps traceable elsewhere.
3. J#va (F1a)—We find this word in the first Girnar Rock Edict
and it is the very first Tattva of Jainism,®! Jain king Kharvela

while observing penances on the Kumarihill discerned the difference
of Jiva and Ajiva.8? '

4. Sramana AAU—The word Sramana is traceable in the third
and many other Rock Edicts. Jainism and Jaina ascetics are
styled as Sramana-Dharma and Sramana.?3

5. Pana-Analambha (QIHATEA) term is found in the third
Rock Edict. In Jaina texts it can be traced profusely.s*

6. Kalpa (%89) term is used in the fifth Rock Edict to denote
a certain period. ‘While calculating time Jainas also use the term
Kalpakala.8®

80. Outlines of Jainism, p. 82.
“qrafg agfE shafy saeafy Y g sifdy g=6

& A aRur T SARiRAATS searE 130”  —dafiaEr
81. Tattwarthadhigama-Sutra (S. B. ].) p. 6.
82. ].B.R.OS., Vol. XIII pp. 234—235,
83. ' "He who teaches the great vows (of monks) and the five
small vows (of the laity) the five dSravas and the stoppage of @rapas and
control, who avoids Karman in this blessed life of $ramanas him I call a

$ramana.”

Sutra Kratanga, 2.6.6.
* Kalpa-Sutra ’ p. 83.

‘aranfa @it @ fifa gl sgfa digaetke

TERY glaf Tl ST W A ekl —sgaE

‘guIIe GAqr P - ,

‘@ ¥ T AEEE aa@EET Ay g P —gANEIT 43
84. In ** Mulachars,” 41 it is found in an affirmative sense.

‘g5 QI I9FAIfa Fdggad = |

ARG AFW qfTng’ 3T 1193107

85. Vrahad—Jaina—Sabdaravna, pt.-Il p. 415,
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- 7. Ekadeéa uw%3T— Adoka mentions this term in his 7th Rock
Edict to denote the partiality of Dharma. In a similar sense and
meaning this term is used in Jainism.?¢

8. Sambodhi (dfg)—This Term is used in the 8th Rock

Echct which is also traceable in Jainism.®7

. 9. Vachnagupti (3973fa): Asoka used the term afamnfd in
the 12th Rock Edict, while exhorting the people to honour other
sects and do not belittle them without cause.®® In Jainism only we
find three kinds of gupiis ( l) Managupti (2) Vachanagupti ¢3) and
Kayagupti and every Jain Sramana is required to observe them
fully well.®® Adoka is anxious of unity among various sects and so
he advises the people to regulate their speech and if they had an
occasion to criticise the other sect they should do so with great
care. Indeed Asoka’s this injunction is quite in agreement with
the Jain teaching.®®

86, ‘fata: wREAfE vl af qEEERERST |
TR AfEEengTa® a1 ugw —geurafagsna

87. @9 wawa "eWt AN WA AN P—AISIL |
‘qafqa mawars, afaafasga igaafsw )
qiaz fgauar A, fRaar|d sy o’ —qara |

88. Mookérjee, Asoka p. 158 f.

89. Outlines of Jainism, p. 97—Sarvartha-Siddhi—Tika of Tattvartha- .
dhlgama—Sutra, Ch IX, sl. 4..

90. Cf. “ Sramanas and Brahamanas blame one another when they teach
(their doctrines). - But we (Nirgranthas) blame only (the wrong) doctrines
and not at all (those who entertain them).”—Sttra—Krating, 2-6 12

(SBE'. XLV. 414).

In the Jaina Puralas we meet with such instances where Jaina $ramanas

undergo prayaschitta A= for not properly observing the Vachanagupti
aaﬂ‘gﬁ[ and offending other sects; e g, Muni Visiu Kumira-Carita, in which

a Sramana Srutakirti is made to undergo prayadchitta JIF3Jq for using harsh

Janguage against a Brahmava antagonist,
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10. Vedaniya (3g1a,—This term is used in the 13th Rock
Edict in the meaning of pain. In Jainism, too, it is used in this
very sense and is one of the eight Karmas.??

11. Dhamma-Mangala—(9#¥q-8017). It is referred to in the 9th
Rock Edict and in Jainism, too, it has the same significance and
9¢
use.

12. Dana and Pija (17 1 77)—Asoka used this phrase in his
12th Rock Edict (G), while he expressed his catholicity in honouring
all the sects. The Dharma of a lay man in Jainism is described in
this very phrase.®3

13. Dharma-Vijay (an-fasa)—Asoka mentions this word in his
13th Rock Edict. Jaina kings like Samprati, Saliduka and Kharavel,
too made such Dharmavijayas in their own capacity and fashion
respectively. 4 '

14. Chaturmisi-Posaha (agaifq @ag) in R. E. 2. [t seems
that 8th (mezdl) and 14th (|gdsit) of each fortnight in every month
are more sacred to Jainas than other sects. Among the Jainas
the last eight days of all the three seasons, styled as ashtanhika
(FRFFT) are counted very sacred and are called as Hifii® ﬂl@:ﬁm,
RV SHA1Er and B9E Starar? s, During these days all kind of
Hinsa is prohibited. It seems that Asoka refers to this very Nag
in his above phrase.

91. Tattwirtha-Stitra (SB]), p. 160.

92. “rft windt, sga wndl, fag wnd, Qg wnd, Safoco avREe |
—ﬁag\a!
‘it Hnw glteg’, sifEar dsly a9
a1 fa & AEl, ST R G AR g3, Fo ¢ Ao ¢
93. “gmi 4AT GFW' AATTHY, W @@ A fFw |”
—ETHEH: |

94. JBORS., Vol. Ill p. 453 . and Vol. XVI. p. 24 f.

95, The “Jaina ” Silver Jubilee Number, Bhavanagar, p. 78,
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15. Pakhanda (4r6i€) is used by Asoka in R. E. 13. In

Jainism this word is found,?® while it is absent in Buddhism.?”?

16. Samacariyam (@a=fE) is also to be found in Rock Edict

13 as in Jainism?8,

17. Kalyana (%<m@) This word is also traceable in the 13th
R. E. and it finds place in Jaina texts®®.

18. Apasinave (FIMf@7R) term is used in the 2nd pillar edict

and it is also found in Jaina texts.199

19. Dvipada-catu._s'padesu-pakgivdm‘oaresu——(ﬁqqagﬂ'ﬁg qfyaIfe-
93 )—This phrase is also found in the 2nd P.E. and by it are
denoted those animals which received protection from Asoka.
- In Jainism too, the animals are classified in three kinds, which are
similar to that mentioned in the phrase.1°?

96. Ibid, p. 77.
97. “It (qrﬁtg) is not found in Buddhism.”"—Wilson (JRAS., XII. p. 236).

98. 5 S daAmER P—‘@M W gsNIug; a8y AMEg T '—EAAT qAEQY-
g 0

Asoka used the word Samavaya ‘@aE®’ in the 12th R. E.

99 ‘Fgry grETsN QA O=N fafawf faawgale
frfef ar sard sltaww gg @ =1ged wgeoll ‘gwr=ne
‘Gt TS TR, ST STUg 9T
owg [§ g @, & 39§ @mER () —TEEIaE Se ¥ Mo o

100. In Tattvarthadhigam—Sttra (S. B. J, series, p. 124) 4srava is described
twqfold—good and bad. Apisrava is bad Asrava.

. 101. Prasna-Vyikarna Stitra (Hyderabad ed: p. 7.)

gE-ae9y-fa-ag-aFe qdfqa e
—GAATATH,
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20. Jwa-nikaya (sNafqsr@) —For it see 5th P. E. and this term

is traceable in this very form in the Jaina texts.10?

21. Prosadha (M93)—For this term also the 5th P. E. may .be
referred to. In Jainism this term has a great importance, since one
of the vaws of layman is also styled as Préshadhépaivsa (shqvti‘mam“’s )

22. Dharma-vriddhi ( aWafg ) term is used in 8th P. E. Jaina

ascetics use this term at large even to this day and the Jainas are
always-alert for the sacred cause of dharma-vridhi (q83f8.) -We find
Ksapanaka (Jaina monk Jivasiddhi using this term in the “ Mudra-

Raksasa-Nataka.)” 104

| 23. Pchidlpagamana (999744 ) is used in 6th P.E. It is synony-

mous to Jaina Pratikramana (9@A®) which has a special place in
Jainism 125

24. Devanampriya ( 314 i) and Priyadaréana (frag2r7) Both
the terms are used in the 7th P. E. and also in others. The Jaina
narrative accounts abound with these terms.1°6

25. Astnava (Ff&T7)—It is mentioned with the word Papa
in the Il P. E. This distinction of dsrava and Papa is clear
in Jainism and the five @suvas named by Asokaalso find place

102. ‘Sames quq@Er A SARESFETgEstatiwEar, st

. — SRS |
103. “agugRfaassagiata: Nag: a5gygf®: | -
| NEaarE: qgasqnTFIAEafq 1Ly’
. —I@AFASH |

W See also Kalpasfltfa (S.B.E.) pt. I and Uvisagadasio
'104. Hindu Dramatic Works, p. 89 & Pravachanasira (Bombay 1935), Intro
105. Muldchira, p. 11.; .

* Pratikramara, self-analysis and repentance for faults. —-Tattvartha-.
dhigama-Sttra, p. 184.

106. Kalpasttra p. 54 & 126-30.—* This same term of Devandmaprya or
beloved of the Gods should prove to have been an established and conven-
tlonal tltle among the ]ams " JRAS-IX-ZOG
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in the asava of Jainas. In Buddhism it is not traceablein this
107

26. Bhéita and Prana () 13th R. E. “ Asoka does con-
trast,” says Dr. Bhandarkara “ from prana when he enumerates his
ethical practices, as in ana@rambho pan@nam, avihisa bhutanam.
Buddhists no where distinguishes between prine and bhuta, whereas
Jaina scriptures does not only distinguish them one from the other
but also both from Jiva and Satta. 1°®" Thus it is clear that Asoka
used the terms bh#ta and prana in the sense of Jainas. We come
across the phrase panra-bhuya-jiva-satta in Jaina Scriptures and
though Asoka did not use them together, ! °® but he had mentioned
all the four in his edicts.1°

sense.

The above-mentioned technical terms of Jainism used by Asdoka
also signify his belief in that religion.

Teachings of Asoka.

Asoka was convinced like a Jaina that * the best work is instruc=
tion in Dharma,” (R. E. 4. G.) and he considered it to be a duty
of a king (R. E. 6,1). Accordingly he proclaimed that “no other
duty is more important than promoting the welfare of all men,”
(R. E..6) and he set himself heart and soul to fulfill his this duty.
Concerning this he speaks that “I shall issue proclaimations of
Dharma and shall order instruction in Dharma to be given Hear-
ing this men will' conform to it, will be elevated and will be made
to progress considerably by the promotion of Dharma”™ (P.E.7
Asoka’s this decesion too is in conformity with the Jaina idea on
the point, for, itis said in the Jaina scriptures that it is very difficult

107. Bhandarakar, Asoka pp. 126—127 and Mookerjee Asoka, p. 71.
108. Bhandarakar, loc Cited p- 130.

109, “qrr-gAr-siiar-asv 1” . :
. —Acérénga_-Sutta (S.B.E.) XXII p. 26 ;
Q- YI-Sg-|AT 1

- —ofERAqaTs |
110. In Jain scriptures they are used separately.
“SN AT TR a9 U@ T |
e Tt A QA1 7 Fas T [dRg Nuadn
—{FTR Fo R0
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for men to hear Dharma and perchance they hear it, they come to
know the Right Path of Soul’s elevation and progress in Dharma.l1?
Asoka is not anxious only for the worldly welfare of his subjects,
he is rather more anxious for the good of their souls in the mext
world ; which also, is but a true spirit of Jainism. For the benefit of
soul of an individual in the next world Asoka issued the following
injunctions and in these also we witness Jaina influence, as we shall
see below :

1. Animals must not be killed—By this prohibition Asoka prea-
ches the most important teaching of Jainism in the shape of Ahimsa
and regards it as one of his main precepts similarly to Jainism.
(P.E. 7). Asoka stopped killing of animals for sacrifices and even
for food Asoka’s this special regard for the sanctity of and non-
injury to all living beings is akin to Jain spirit of Ahimsa 112

2. Superstitious ceremonies condemned —(R .E.. 9B) Asoka’s condem-
nation of superstitious ceremonies on the occasions of marriages
 and child-birth etc., as offensive and useless and recommendation
in their place of the practice of Dharma is just the same what
Jainism preaches. Mithyatva (superstition) is wholly condemned
in Jainism'12? and Dhrrma is called there also as best Mangalra.''+

To be continued.

111, mnopeed e @eg &2 weredt g |
S & afesssifa ad @fan dad 11 ‘swsags g

112. It is only Jainism that wholly condemns hurting of animals ; while
killing of animals for food by laymen is justified in Buddhism.

113. Ratnakarandakam, 1, 22—23, etc.
“SNEETIETIRT: fawars=g )
fofearsfaare Ghmqgﬁm NRNRRN
FOIAFATRIE, TATE SAAET: |
AT FZATEN IJTARTFTS 1IR3 TR —Tawdew |

114, aSavai kilikasitra, 1, 1 ; Nityamahayajna kalpa.

ey HTe g sfiter G a1 |
B 4 & A wify S| aW a9t a7 — msrﬁf‘aasqa ooy
“FanfT dnsi—sIEa Had, fag dne, Qg dnd, Fafkiewny awy gus \?
—faagagsay,
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BY
Prof. J. C, Jaina? MA,

\

In this highly intellectual world of to-day, very often the validity
of religion is questioned. The younger generation is less interested
and less inclined towards religion. People say, it is for the sake of
religious fanciful ideas that the Catholics and Protestants fought,
Orthodox Hindus maltreated Harijans and prohibited them from
entering the temple of their God, and in India even now there are
communal riots and bloodshed among the Hindus and the Muslims
every year. They abuse religion by saying that it is like opium, and
it should never be prescribed for the welfare of the masses.

Really outwardly religion may seem as the main root of all
disturbances, but it should never be forgotton that the defect lies in
the misinterpretation of religious doctrines and not in the religion
itself. For instance, science is being misapplied for the destruction
of humanity, but we cannot fairly abuse science or scientific know-
ledge.

Religion is defined by Yogindu, a Jain thinker, thus :—

g W eaE % g W qearafmas |
vy U afeatefy wy w wengfaag’ i
wa 9 2 qfegffa sy sonfo adg )
& g 7 Ga-sfaas 9t d9a9-0g O ||

ie., reading is not religion, books and the broom of peacockfeathers
do not constitute religion, to live in a monastery is not religion and
pulling out of hair is not religion, but by giving up pleastre and
displeasure to live in one’s own self is called Religion.

* It was delivered at the Jalmsm Section of the First Convention of
Religions, held under the auspices of the Indian Research Institute, Calcutta
1937. -
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So religion is not any caste, creed or colour, nor is it any supersti-
tion, custom or formalism, but it is an innate experience of Reality,
independent of all historical religions, which distinguishes man
from the animal. In the words of Prof. William James, * religion is
the feelings, acts and experiences of individual man in their solitude,
so far as they apprehend themselves to stand in relation to whatever
they may consider divine.” In our actual life we feel that we are
not free to act, the mighty forces of nature are dashing us down,
the cruel death snatches away our dearest kith and kin in the twink-
ling of an eye and we are left quite desolate. Religion tries to
explain such riddles and it makes an attempt to unveil ourselves.
Different thinkers of the world at all times, have tried to conceive
the inconceivable and to utter the unutterable under different
circumstances and different environments, and hence arises the
diversity of religion sgft aa amift aAfFmfT agfafa:. Every system of
religious thought makes an effort to find out the ways and means to
remove suffering and to realise the self in its own way, under diffe-
rent names and under various guises. Just as every individual has
his own contribution to the development of society, just as each
nation has its own specific civilisation and culture, so each religion
has its own share in apprehending the mystery of the Universe.
As for instance, if Vedanta takes a monistic or idealistic view of life,
Jainism and Samkhya philosophers take pluralistic or realistic view
of it. Again, if to criticise the-materialistic theory, the Upanishadic
thinkers propounded the docrine of eternity of soul; Buddha,
realising that it was being misinterpreted and misunderstood in the
sense of self-individuality (%/g®%®) which he considered the main
root cause of suffering, established his theory of “ no soul” (IFIHaR).
Undoubtedly Buddha never meant thereby self-denial. The same
thing can be said with regard to other religions. Thus different
religious views contain different aspects of truth. The final goal of
all religions is one, ie., to know the Infinite—to achieve the greatest
good for the greatest number. The difference we find in various
religions is not in their essence —not in their fundamentals, but it is
due to their social, political and historical conditions.
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The Jain religion has its own contribution to add to the social
and cultural life of India. Before Mahavira, the twenty-fourth
Tirthankara of the Jains, was born, there was no organised religion
in the country, different teachers preached different tenets, people
used to spend much of their intellectual energy on ceremonies and
sacrifices, and the rules of caste were observed very strictly. Under
these and many other difficult circumstances, Mahavira and Buddha
made revolutionary changes in the social and religious life of India.
Mahavira refused to preach his tenets in Sanskrit, which was consi-
dered as the language of the learned, and which could be interpreted
in various ways, but he preferred to speak to the massesin their
own vernacular, ie., Ardhamagdhi. Mahavira made no distinction
of any caste or creed, and he treated all men and women equal.
He said because a man is low born, we have no reason to deny him
spiritual knowledge. Every soul is in possession of infinite capacity
and every man and woman, leading a holy life, can attain spiritual
perfection. Not only this, but it is interesting to note, that in his
assembly hall (GA38TW) a compartment was allotted even to the
animals. Thus Mahavira brushed aside the distinction of high and
low, rich and-‘ poor, and superior and inferior, very boldly, and
declared in plain words :—

FAW! SAW S FEAW 13 @AY |
FFAT! a3 &5 GO A% HAW )

"That is to say, one’s own caste should be determined by one's own
action and not by birth. Mahavira showed high respect towards
women and so included them in his “ Sangha.” He boldly asked
why a woman should be backward. ~Why should she be deprived
of any knowledge? Again, Mahavira did not believe in God as a
creator of this universe and as a revealer of the Vedas. He said
that such theories had been a great hindrance in checking the
progress of the human intellect and had led us to act according to
the sweet will of others. So he proclaimed that man’s fate lies in
his own hands, and to achieve the highest end of life is possible only
through our own strenuous efforts. Thus Mahavira laid emphasis
on the theory of Karman ie., as a man has sown so shall he reap,



20 THE JAINA ANTIQUARY. [ Vol. V1

we are the makers our own fate; as a man determmes so he
becomes. :

The most important contribution of Jainism is their theory of
* Anekantavada.” It propounds many-sided view of a thing, and
emphasises the relativity of truth. Amrtchandra, a great ]am
thinker, has defined Anekantavada thus:—

a9 A3 JAIAQA, A% AT, A37 TARATEA, WA fed AR,
ATTGNIACTIGE  (EIATGAEBATHINT =AHfa: |

In other words, the nature of things is extremely complex : we cannot
affirm or deny anything absolutely. Every proposition is true only
hypothetically. Every object is full ot contradictions and oppositions.
The plant germinates, blooms, withers and dies. Man is young, mature
and old. So to understand a thing fully we should predicate the contra-
dictions of existence and non-existence, one and many, permanence
and change and so on. For instance, “let us take the antithesis
of the swift and the slow. It would be nonsense to say that every
movement is either swift or slow. It would be nearer the truth to
say that every movement is both swift and slow ; swif} by comparison
with what is slower than itself, slow by comparison with what is
swifter than itself” * Anekantavada’ lays emphasis on the fact that
“ No judgment is true in itself and by itself. Every judgment as a
piece of concrete thinking is informed, conditioned to some extent
and constituted by the appercepient character of the mind.” Accord- "
ing to this doctrine, as there is truth in every idea, as there is reality
in every existence, so every system of religion has some truth to offer.
As long as we claim that we alone are in possession of truth, and
others are groping in darkness, we can never achieve the truth,
and consequently conflicts are sure to arise. A man who loves his
own creed more than truth, ends by loving his own individuality
better than his own sect. For instance, one may start by claiming
that Hinduism is the only best religion, then he affirms Brahmanism
is the only true creed, then he comes to Vaishnavism, then to
Vallabha sect, and finally he claims his own particular standpoint
as the only true representation of truth. Jainism affirms that none
can claim the ownership of the whole truth. As no system is wholly
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untrue, similarly no system can be called absolutely true. Truth
can be seen only by degrees and partially. So to acquire a sympa-
thetic understanding of our own religion, we should show reverence
and the spirit of toleration and trust towards all other creeds.
“ Anekantavada ” in this sense, takes a most comprehensive and
synthetic view of all systems of religious thought, and declares that
the different views propounded by different religions are only to suit
the varying conditions of life. Upadhyaya Yadovijaya, a great
scholar of Jainism, writes :— :

T @99 @uar w9y aAAfET )
FEAMEEAgE & FAIEEEE )

A9 SEEATE =7 @4 WA geaat |

ar FRmfAgNw 9 9= @ gt )

ie. a true follower of Anekantavada has a sympathetic view
towards all other religions, just as a mother has to her babies.
Hence one who regards all systems of religious thought with the
same eye, one who takes a synthetic view of all other creeds, is called
a real knower of the scriptures. Siddhasena Divakara, the famous
Jain logician, has emphasised the same view-point, when he affirms
that all heretical doctrines_ combined (fa=ggaw@ @¥g) constitute the
sayings of lord Jina. Anandaghana, a Jain mystic, represented
the same spirit of compromise and good-will, when he described
six systems of Indian Philosophy as the different parts of God Jaina
(vegram S =in @WiS). In the words of Swami Ramkrishna,
¢ Anekantavada ’ declares “ as the same sugar is made into various
figures, so one sweet Mother Divine is worshipped in various climes
and ages under various names and forms. Different creeds are but
different paths to reach the Almighty. Really it was a very great
‘truth when Jainism said that truth is one and there are various ways
of approaching it.

Jainism is as old as human knowledge. Jainism has made
substantial contribution in the sphere of Artand Science of India.
Jains possess a very rich and vast literature of their own. Some
of their important books were translated even into the Persian
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language. They have got their Ramayana and Mahabharata which
possess their own specialities. There were Jain kings and ministers
in ancient days; and at the court of Akbar and other Kings, Jains
occupied a very important position. Buddhism has totally dis-
appeared from the soil of India, while the Jain religion even now
occupies a very important place in Indian life; this fact show that
Jains one day had possessed many-sided ability to adjust them-
selves according to the different circumstances. Nevertheless,
Jainism has its own specific beauties, and its contributions to Indian
civilisation and culture are immense.

Finally I come to the present needs of the world. The greatest
achievement of our age is modern science. Modern science has
given us things which we never conceived of in the past, it has
brightened and cleansed the human existence in so many different
ways, it has provided us with railways, aeroplanes, wireless, televi-
sions, cinemas and what not. The world has become economically a
single unit and we do not hear of famine any more. The tendency
of science is to dispel superstitious fears and irrational beliefs from
our mind. No doubt we are better off a hundred times now than
we were Lefore. But unfortunately this is not the whole tale. To
quote Bertrand Russell “ science has merely increased the power
of man to satisfy his desires.” On the one hand there is so much
over-production of goods that the producers have to destroy them to
prevent a fall in prices and on the other, millions of men and women
go cold and hungry for want of clothing and food. Every nation
wants to sell its productions to all and wants to buy from none.
Economic struggle is going on everywhere among the nations. The
strong and advanced nations carry on scientific exploitation of the
weaker ones by fair or foul means. Love of wealth is increasing
more and more, which is cutting short the roots of modern civilisa-
tion. Self-indulgence, universal greed and utter disregard of the
interests and aspirations of others are becoming the main features
of our time. Under these circumsances everybody’s eyes are on
the next world war, which is thought inevitable. Our science is
trying its best to make it most successful, most horrible and thereby
helping to bring about a collapse of the civilisation of the West.
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Under such circumstances, “ tell us what to do” is the common
cry of the people. Shall we look towards religion for assistance and
work out for an international peace through religion ? According to
Prof. Radhakrishnan such an ideal is possible and it seems to him
as the most hopeful political instrument for world peace. To" put
it in his own words “ The political ideal for the world is not so
much a single empire with a homogeneous civilisation and a single
communal will, but a brotherhood of free nations differing pro-
foundly in life and mind, habits and institution existing side by side
in peace and order, harmony and co-operation, and each contributing
to the world its own unique and specific best, which is irreducible
to the terms of the others.”

Now, in order that religion may be a living force again, we should
pursue our religious studies in a scientific way. To achieve this
end, our first duty would be to encourage the comparative study of
all religions. We should view different religions from different
angles of vision as the different branches of the self-same tree or
the broken lights of a single truth. As various rivers crossing the
different ways, at the end submerge into one and the same ocean,
so all religious systems of the world are spun around the same
central conception of the ultimate Reality ; only they develop new
ideas and new forms to suit the new enviroments and new
conditions of life. This will help us to realise the striking
identity of the fundamental teaching of all religions. Our study of
religions should also be supplemented by science on different
problems of life. In other words, our religion should be a scientific
religion, which can fulfil the needs of a modern man. Peace through
religion can be brought about only through the spirit of tolerance
and trust and by means of starting world-wide campaign to propa-
gate the foundamental principles of religion, the principles of
non-violence at its back. So long as we think that we alone have
the monopoly of truth and we alone belong to the superior race,
so long as the greed for empires and wealth is there and so long
as the feelings of conceit and pride are predominant, unity and peace
are impossible. Peace can be achieved only through contentment
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In spite of the fact that Indiais a slave-country and there are -
many religious and communal disturbances every now and then,
it may be said that Indian culture is par excellance in many respects.
It has always shown the spirit of adaptability and catholicity towards
others. At various times a number of invaders descended upon
India but Indians were never lacking in showing them the spirit of
¢ give and take. Vasishtha and Vidvamitra, although belonging to
the different castes, lived in the same forest and contemplated the
philosophical problems in the same assembly; many Jain and
Buddhistic thinkers originally belonged to the caste of the Brah-
manas; and Brahmanas respected Rshabha and Buddha as their
incarnation of God, so Jaina and Buddhists worshipped Rama and
Krishna as their heroes; Kabira, Dadu, Nanak and many other
Hindu saints had a great reverence for both Rama and Rahima, and
for them there was no difference between Kaba and Kailasa and
Kurana and Purana ; Raja Ram Mohan Rai tried to modernise the
people of India into the western says and considered British Rule
as due to a dispensation of Providence. These evidences are
enough to show that Indian culture is a harmony of various cultures
and creeds, where every historical group is unique and scientific;
and has its own ultimate value. Even in our own times we do
have numerous inter-caste marriages. Muslims enjoy the festivals
of the Hindus and so Hindus of the Muslims ; many Hindus are
great scholar of Arabic and Persian, and similarly there are many
Muslim scholars who are very efficient in Hindi and Sanskrit
language. This shows really a very broad-minded spirit of Indian
culture.

In one word, unity in diversity and diversity in unity had been
the main theme of Indian culture. Asa Jain and a fellow citizen
of the world, I can assure you, gentleman, that Jains will be ever
prepared to support the cause of world peace with all their moral
strength of religion and philosophy. Surely Jain religion like other
religions of the world possesses the all-embracing spirit of Catholi-
city, tolerance and trust, and it would never be found wanting in
the work of uprooting the feelings of discontent, greed, selfishness
hatred and bigotry from India and the world at large.



BAHUBALI GOMMATESVARA

BY
K. P. Mitra, M.A,, BL,

| am giving here a legendary account of the incident that led
to the adoption of the statuesque posture by Bahubali, upon which
the colossal statue has been modelled. Bahubali was one of the
sons of Lord Rsabha, who was the first Tirtharikara, the first king,’
and the first teacher of arts and sciences in the Avasarpini cycle.
Rsabhadeva had two wivess Sumangala (alias Nanda), and Sunanda.
The former brought forth the twins—Bharata, a boy and Brahmi,
a girl, and the latter, Bahubali, a boy, and Sundari, a girl. After
reigning for many thousands of years at Vinita (Ayodhya) Rsabha=
deva left the world in quest of absolute knowledge. Before retir'ng,
however, he crowned his eldest son, Bharata, as king of Ayodhya,
while he placed Bahubali on the throne of Taksasila. The other
sons obtained the kingdoms of Bariga, Anga, Magadha, Konkana,
Kunala, Kuntala, Avanti and various other countries. Rsabhadeva
observed the austerities, underwent the fast, and ultimately broke it
with the juice of sugarcane offered to him by Sreyarpsa, son of
Somaprabha, son of Bahubali, viz., his great grandson. Maintain-
ing silence he wandered through many lands, till after a thousand
years of religious exercise, he exhausted his ghatiya karman and
obtained kevala jii@na under a vafa or nyagrodha tree in the city of
Purimatila (or Purimatala) and was honoured by kings of gods
who came and waited upon him with their whole retinue (samavasa-
rana). Two men—Jamaga and Samaga—came to king Bharata,
the former informing him of the Lord’s attainment of kevala jfidna,
and the latter of the appearance of the jewel of a cakra (cakka-
rayapam) in the royal armoury, which would enable him to conquer
the earth (lit. chakkhanda-mahi-pasdhana-sahiiyam). Infatuation insi-
diously creeping upon him, Bharata debated within himself,
“ Whom shall | worship first?> My father, the Chief of saints or
the wonderful discus? " Instantly did he perceive his delusion and
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he said to himself, “ How could I think like this?> Can there be any
comparison between (lit. where is) my father, who grants abhaya
(assurance, lit.. fearlessness' to the world, and the discus which
is the instrument of destruction of living beings ? Fie on me, -that
through infatuation, did I think thus unreasonably. [ will worship
my father first.”! With good sense thus dawning on him, Bharata
mounted Marudevi on an elephant and proceeded with his fourfold
army to do honour to Rsabha. Then noting the splendour of
samavasaraita he addressed Marudevi, “ Mother, thou didst lament
- unto me heretofore tha; thy son abandoned the royal pleusure like
a handful of grass and affliated with heat and cold, hunger and thirst,
was roaming alone. But | said,  Lament not, mother, no son of a
mother hath that glory that thy son hath *. Thou hadst no faith in
my words, now look, the very gods of the three worlds are celebrat-
ing the Lord’s samavasarana. They are singing and dancing
Marudevi became overwhelmed with joy at seeing the glory (rddhi)
of her son as Tirtharkara, and being deeply absorbed she became
(even while seated on the elephant) an antakrt kevali--- Bharata
left behind the royal insignia, entered the samavasarana, circu-
mambulated the Jina thrice, saluted him, sat in his own seat and
listened to the following discourse of the Jina, “ Rare indeed is this
human birth ; knowing that indulgence in worldly pleasures brings
about its harvest of pain, and that this life is fleeting, perform sage-
like duties (munidhammam) for the attainment of liberation.” Hearing
this, five hundred of his sons beginning with Rsabhasena and
seven hundred grandsons, adopted samyama (restraint). Brahmi
and other daughters became female se'&dhus, Bharata and others became
érdvakas. Sundari and others became Sravikas
Bharata returned home and worshipped the discus, which 1nstantly
came out and proceeded towards the east, covering a yojana each
day, followed by Bharata, the cakki (the discus-bearer) with his
army. In sixty thousand years the whole of Bharata was conquered.
Having returned home Bharata found that Sundari had become
wan and pale, her face had become lustreless and she looked thin

1. Tiyammi ptiie Cakka pliiam ptanariho tio.
lhaloiam tu cakkam paraloasuhavaho t3o.
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like a streamlet in summer. Thereupon he reproved his men for
their neglect of her. They however explained that she had become
disgusted with the world and wanted to take pabbajja, but was
prevented by the Lord. Since then she has been following ayambila.?
Knowing that she wanted to be ordained, Bharata gave her per-
mission, and she was ordained by the Lord.

Then Bharata sent messengers to his brothers who were told,
‘““If you want to reign, then worship the feet of Bharata.”" The
brothers met for consultation and said, “ Our father has divided ‘
his kingdom amongst us, giving Bharata and us our respective
portions. But Bharata, out of pride, wants to make us his servants.
Then what should do we do? Serve him or resist him in war ?
Very well, let us ask the Lord and then decide” At this time he
was at the Astapada hill. So they went to him. He advised,
‘Serve only dharma, the sole bringer of good and happiness. War
against the senses and win.” Then he discoursed on tanha (thirst)
which can never be assuaged by indulgence in worldly pleasures.?
He said, ““ Ye have enjoyed heavenly pleasures for long, yet your
thirst has not been slaked ......--Now, it behoves you to be restrained
for the attainment of imperishable happiness.” On hearing this
ninetyeight brothers accepted ordination at the hands of the Lord.
When Bharata heard this from his messengers, he made their sons

kings in those kingdoms.

Bharata was informed by Susena, his commander-in-chief, that
the discus, although it had conquered all the directions (disa-cakkam),
~ was not entering the city. Bharata said, “Is there, up to this day,
any hero who has not been conquered ?” The minister replied,
« There is no one who has not been conquered by you in war,
but your younger brother, Bahubali, whose mighty arms have
suppressed the armies of his adversaries, still remains unwon ; hence
the cakra does not enter the city.” Bharata sent an ambassador named
Suvega to Bahubali asking him to submit, but finding the latter

2 A kind of penance, Anta 32.
3, Tahe jngiladihakadittantam kahei.
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'unyielding went with his fourfold army to conquer him. Bshubali
came out to meet him. The two armies met, like unto the eastern
and the western oceans that transgressed their boundaries ; there
was a great fight and a great slaughter. The gods, siddhas, yaksas
‘and vidyidharas hovered in the sky, dreading an untimely end of the
kalpa (cycle of existence). Noting this unnatural contest the gods
addressed them, “ Ye are the excellent sons of Rsabha, the Lord of
the three worlds, why are ye destroying lives in this fashion ? Fight
righteously (uttama-juddhena ...”"* They assented, and fought with
‘eyes, next with speech, with arms, fists and clubs (difthi-gira-tahu-
latththim), in all of which Bharata was overcome by the mighter
Bahubali. Dejected, Bharata thought, “ | wonder if | be a cakri.”"
Then the cakra, resplendent with rays, came upon the hand of
Bharata, and was sent forth so that it might kill Bahubali. But
after circumambulating Bahubali it returned ‘to his hand, for it was
powerless against one of the same kin, Then said Bahubali, “ Thou
art proud because of this cakra, singlehandad can I crush thee,
though armed with the cakra, but now, have | nothing to do with
worldly objects, which thou art plundering; my brothers have
forsaken their kingdoms and have taken the way indicated by
father.”> Then saying to himself, “ Oh, the stream of the ever-
developing universe subject to pleasures of sense and attachment”
he pulled out his hair like grass. Then reflecting for a while what
to do, he decided to stand there in statuesque posture intent upon
gaining absolute knowledge. Bharata addressed him, * Uncon-
quered art thou, but I have been conquered not only by thee, but
by passions (kasdyehi, viz., anger, pride, deceit and greed), in that,
impelled by greed of worldly objects, | am fighting.” He then made
obeisance to Bahubali, and instituting the latter's son Somaprabha in
the kingdom returned to his city.

4. According to another version, Bihubali addressed Bharata,

) “ What is the use of killing innocent men, the fight is between you and
me, let us fight by eyes etc.”

5. Cf. also his speech, “ Dhisidhisi purisattabain te ahammajujjhapavattassa,
alam me bhogehi, genhahi rajjam pabbayimi” tti mukkadando pavvaiyo,
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Bsahubali remained in that posture (padimam thio) for a year without
food, and enduring cold and heat, wind and rain, and similar other
hardships...... “ and the creepers wreathing round the boughs of the
trees on the bank clung to his neck and crowned his head with their
canopy and the blades of kusa grass grew between his feet, and he
became in appearance like an ant-hill,”® Subsequently he obtained
absolute knowledge,

In one version we find that he stood in the statuesque posture
on the very field of battle for one year, when the Lord sent Brahmi,
Sundari and other nuns who said, “ One ‘mounted on the shoulder
of an elephant rarely obtains knowledge.” Bahukali reflected,
“Pride is the elephant that | am riding. | am going to worship the
Lord.” As he raised his foot he attained kewvalajidna. In another
version it is related that he went to the summit of the Kailasa
mountain and stood in that posture.

Bahubali (also spelt Vahuvali, Bahubali) was famous as having
mighty and victorious arms with which he overcame his adversaries
(vivakkha-bala-dalana-bahu-balo, dhrta-jaya-tahu). He was also called
Bhujavali (Bhujavali) and Dorbali, ie., one of mighty arms.

In inscription no. 85 Epigraphia Carnatica (Vol. 11 p. 67) he
is described as the son of Puru (Puru-sunu-Bahubali) and that
“Bharata, the son of Puru Deva, surrounded by all the kings
conquered by him, erected, in glee, an image, representing
the victorious Bahubali keval’y which was 525 bows in height,
near Podanpura. After a long time, innumerable kukkufa-sarpa”
(dragons having the body of fowl and the head and neck of a sn-ake);
terrifying the world, grew up in the place, surrounding (the image
of) that Jina, for which the image became known as kukkufesvara.™
This story with slight variations occurs in the writings of later
Jaina authors, e.g., the Adipurana of Sakalakirti, and Bhujabalicarita
of Doddhiya (who says that Bharata put up a golden statue of
Bhujabali which at one time became infested with kukkuta $arpas),

6. AvaSyaka... Tihe samvacchara? acchai kiyussageba, valllyitarenam
yedhiyo pfy? ya vammiyaniggaehim bhuyamgehim.
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and in Jain Kanarese literature, such as Aditpurana, Bharatesa-
vaibhava, BhujabaliSataka, Gommate$varacarita, Rajavalikathe and
Sthalapurdna.” ‘

The sculptural representation of Bahubali at Sravana=Belgola,
Karkala and Yenur, shows the ant-hills from which emerge serpents,
and the creeper that twines round his legs and arms. “These
details are identical in all three, and supposed to represent so rigid
and complete an absorption in penance that ant-hills had been
raised around his feet and plants had grown over his body, without
disturbing the profoundness of the ascetic's abstraction from

mundane affairs.”®

Bahubali obtained indeed a victory over his elder brother,
Bharata, but this distressed him so greatly that he renounced all
temporal power, and subjected himself to the severest austerities in
the kayotsarga® posture that gained for him the unique distinction of
having * obtained omniscience in this Avasarpini cycle in Bharata-
ksetra even before Lord Rsabha "1° and thus presents an ideal of
asceticism of unsurpassed sublimity. The huge image of him

7. Jaina Antiquary, Vol. lIl. No. Il pp. 57 i Podanapura and Takiasil® by

K P. Jain who says that the story of Bihubali’s victory over Bharata and his
subsequent renunciation of the world (as narrated in this article of mine) is
related by the authors of Harivamaapurina (Sarga XI) and Mahipurina (Parva
XXXV) who style the capital as Podana, and by Ravitena, the author of
Padmacarita (Parva 1V sls. 67-77) who styles it as Pautana. These and the other
authors mentioned above say that Podanapura was the capital of Bhubali

Mr. Jain does not agree with the editor of Bhavisayattakaha (G-O.S. no XX)
in his identification of Podanapura with Taksas'ila, and endeavours to show
that it was somewhere in the northern border of South India. Mr. Govind Pai
identifies it with Bodhan in the Nizam's territories.

8. Lewis Rice-Inscriptions at Sravara Belgola, Introduction, p. 33.

9. The technical word for standing or statuesque posture of a Jaina image
is k1yotsarga. See inscription no 2402 of Inscriptions published by the late
P. C. Nahar-Srz Bihubali-Miirtih kiy “tsargostha karita. :

10. But contrt other versions noted above. In the Avadyakasiitram it has
been related that according to some versions Marudevi was the first fo attain
kevalaj#ina (iha Bharahosappisie padh amasiddhottikéina devehim pij* kayd-+-")
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constructed by Raja Chamunda Raya at Vindhyagiri reflects a serene
‘expression of deep concentration. - Mr. J. L Jaini in his introduction
to Gommatas@ra-Jivakanda observes, ‘ The grandeur of the image,
as also its serene looking and peace inspiring presence, are all known
to all Jainas and non-Jainas who have had the good fortune of
visiting it. When I visited the sacred place in 1910, I met some
Engiish men and women missionaries, who out of respect for the
Holy Image took off their shoes and visited it in their bare feet. They
also held the opinion which | have given above. Theimage is
akout 57 feet high and still every limb and minor limb is in exquisite
proportion.” Unfortunately experts in art are not of the same
opinion regarding proportion. Dr. M. H. Krishna, Director of
Archaeology in Mysore, observes, ‘“The image on the whole is a
very successful piece of sculpture since the spirit of Jain renunciation
is fully brought out in it. The naked figure shows absolute renun-
ciation, while its stiff erect posture stands for perfect self-control and
the benign smile on the face shows inward bliss and sympathy for
the suffering world. But the image could come in for much criticism
especially from the point of view of Anatomy,” and he points out
the defects. It should be borne in mind that statues were made
according to the rules and conventions of the Silpasastra. The
sculptor and his patron were satisfied if the $astra was followed, and
they did not mind the anatomy. Convention is given precedence
over anatomy. Dr. Krishna remarks, “ Convention and want of
proportion are the two important defects in the figure while its
merits are the sublime beauty of the face and the gigantic propor-
tions of the colossal image.”!!

The statue is generally known as that of Gommata, Gommata,
Gommatasvami, or Gommatesvara. Mr. Jaini thinks that the name
Gammates$vara or the “Lord of Gommata”™ was given to it by
Comunda Raya who constructed it He was the minister and com-
mander-in-chief of the great Ganga kings, Marasimha I, and
Racamalla or Rajamalla I, and had many titles, e.g., Ranraranga-malla,

11. Proceedings of the Eighth All-India Oriental Conference, pp. 690-91. The
Art of the Gomata Colossus. :
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Ashyaparakrama, Gunaratnabkitsana, Samyaktvaratna-nilaya, etc., 2 7
The inscription at the righthand slab at the foot of the image reacls
thus : —

Sr@-Ca’&muﬁdardjam madisidam
811-Camundarajan [se] Yo [v] ittan.

The first line is in Kanarese, meaning “ Sri-Camundaraja caused to
be made,” the second line is its Tamil translation, while the
inscription on the left-hand slab, which reads,

8ri—Camundarajem Karaviyalem. .
is its Marathi translation.

Mr. Ghoshal thinks that the statue was established by Camunda
Raya between A.D 978 and 984, for though the latter mentions all
his military exploits and explains in detail how he gained his nume-
rous titles in his work, the Cémunda-Raya Purana, which was com-
pleted in A. D. 978, he does not mention the erection of the monu-
mental image, and Racamalla’s reign ended in A D.984. On
astronomical grounds he takes the date to be A. D. 980. Mr. Jaini
takes the date to be 983, following the decision of Rao Bahadur
R. Narasimhachar who brought out the revised edition of Epigraphia
Carnatica, Vol. Il (Inscriptions at Sravana Belgola). Mr. Govinda Pai
takes it to be 981. He says the prevailing notion is that the
statue was named after Gommata or Gommata Raya which was the
other name of Camunda Raya, since he was named so in Gommata-
sira composed by Nemicandra Siddhanta-Cakravarti, '3 but this

12.  Introduction to Davva-saigaha edited by S. C. Ghosal (S.B.J. series),
pp. xx fl. Mr. Govind Pai says that he was the minister of Rakkasa Gafga
(brother and successor of Réjamalla) as well.

13. See verses 966 to 972 of Gommata-sira-karmakiz@a and verse 734 of
Gomma’asdra-]lvakﬂnd'a
" Gommata samgahasuttam Gommatasﬁxaruvarl Gommata jine ya |
Gommataréyavisimmiya dakkhinakukkudajive jayau Il
Jena vilimmiya-padima-vayaram sabbattasiddhid evehim |
Sabbaparamohiyogihim dittam so Gommata jayau ll
—Karmakanda, vv. 968-69.
Ajjajjasenagunagana samihasamgh?ri Ajiyasebaguri |

BhilvaPaguru jassa guru so rfyo Gommata jayau Il B
—Jivak®nda, v. 734.
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is wrong, in as much as neither in his work Camundaraya-purdana,
nor in Afitapurana (a Kanarese work composed in A.D. 993 by poet
Ranna, the protege of Cimunda Raya) is he called Gommata or
Gommata-raya, Itis not that the image Gommatesvara was named
after Camunda Raya alies Gommata, but that Camunda Raya was
called Gommata Raya, because he erected the image of Bahubali
who was even before his time called Gommata. Most probably it
was Nemicandra who was the first to give the name of Gommata
to Camunda Raya, as the latter erected the statue of Bahubali who
was for special reasons called Gommata, a variation of Skt. Man-
matha [Skt. Manmatha = Pkt. Gammaha, acc. to Katdyana's Prakrta-
manjari 342 = Kannada (tadbhava) gammata, méaning the Hindu
god, Kdmadeva, and therefore ¢ beautiful’].’* He substantiates his
argument by saying that in works in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Kanarese
languages Bahubali was called the first Kamadeva of this age, e.g,
in Adipurana (Skt, 16-9), Adipurana (Kanarese, by Pampa, 8852-53)
and in Sravana Belgola inscription no 234 (A.D.1180).** Mr. Ghosal
(op cit., intro. xxx ff.) says that in a Skt. work, Vahuvdli Caritra, it is
narrated that when king Rajamalla (of Madhura) was sitting with
his minister Chamunda Ré&ja, “ a travelling merchant came there
and told them that in the north there is a town called Paudanapuri,
where there is an image of Vahuvali, also called Gommata, estab-
lished by Bharata.” In order to visit it Chdmunda Raja accompanied
by his mother proceeded and when he had reached the Vindhyagiri
hill in Sravana Belgola, he was advised i in a dream by a goddess
to shoot an arrow at the hill. When he did so, it cleft in twain and
revealed the image of Vahuvali, formerly established by Réavana.
The story is repeated with variations in a recent Kanarese work
named ARé,javali-kathe. There is a similar story in Sthalapurana.
All these are legendary in character, hence the attempt to make

14. Thisis how Mr. Pai derives Gommala. The recognised Prikita form
of manmatha is mammaha (see Gatha-saptaSatr, 430, ana Abhij#ana-Sakuntalarh), or
yammaha, but as to its being gammaha, the philologist is the authority.

15. SH.Jaina-Sidhanta Beaskara, 42 pp 102 ff.
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Chamunda Raya the discoverer, and not the founder of the image
on such weak a basis, cannot be regarded as successful.

The image of Gommatesvara at Karkala was erected by Vira-
Pandya in A.D. 1432, and at Yenur by Timmaraja in A.D. 1604.
Dr. Vincent Smith says that the three statues are “ undoubtedly the
most remarkable of the Jain statues and the largest free-standing
statues in Asia...All three being set on the top of eminences are
visible for miles round, and inspite of their formalism, command
respectful attention by their enormous mass and expression of digni-
fied serenity.”'® The image at Sravana Belgola is 56} ft high, that at
Karkal is 15 ft. less in height, and that at Yenur is 35 ft high.
*“The extreme conventionallism of Jain art is well illustrated by the
fact that, whereas all the three colossi are substantially identical,
save for the smile at Yenur, the dates very widely. For fuller
details of the statues at Karkala and Yenur see Jaina-Siddhdnta
Bhiskara 5-2-92ff and 5-4-234f.

16. History of Fine Art in India and Ceylon, p- 268
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