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THE NATIVITY SCENE ON A JAINA RELIEF
FROM MATHURA.
By
Dr. V.. Agrawala, M. A., Ph.D,, Curator, P){ovincial Museum, Lucknow.

The Jaina collection in the Lucknow Museum originally brought
from the Kankali Tila of Mathurd is distinguished by a number
of sculptures of high artistic quality including some pieces
which are important for iconography and for the early history of the
Jaina religion itself. The sculpture discussed here merits attention,
as from a stylistic point of view it is quite an early figure
assignable to about 1st centiry B. C.. and secondly, because it por-
trays a religious scene which may have something to do with the
life of Tirthankara Mahavira. The nude standing figure in the
crowd of persons filling the proper right half of the scene leaves
little room for doubt about the Jaina character of the representation.

The relief consisted of a running frieze of which only the central
scene is now preserved. Originally used as a piece for horizontal
position, the stone was later on remade into an upright railing pillar
with a mortice hole which is partly preserved on the right side. This
hole has been rather fatal to the most important figure of the whole
story which is almost cut away by it.
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The scene on the left side consists of a dance festival celebrated
with music. It should be connected with some event or occasion
justifying -a- festive display of human feelings. The structure
under which the dance scene is laid is an open Mandapa supported
on four columns having plain circular shafts and capitals with two
- volutes each. The gabled roof is apparently covered with tiles on
the outside. It was supported on a high central beam from which
its two divisions sloped and rested on the columns. The roof is held
on a frame'work of triple lengthwise beams and shorter rafters placed
crosswise, which is even today the prevailing arrangement for
supporting tiled roofs on a framework of ballis. The structure was
apparently in wood except the tiles which may have been of fired
clay. ~

Inside the Mandapa is a dancing female 'figure shown in an
attractive pose. On her rightis a squatting male figure beating a
gong with a small rod. On her left is another seated male figure play-
ing on a pair of drums, the one in horizontal position placed in his
lap was technically known as Aitkya(=i#a), and the other placed verti-
cally in front of him was given the name of Urdhva (3&). Both the
male figures wear typically heavy turbans with a central knob above
the forehead. There are on this side also some standing female figures
one of which is in the act of beating time with the palms of her hands
and was known as papi-vidikd or panighni. The other two female
figures apparently very attentive participatein the general atmosphere
of the scene, but not by any visible performance, Outside the
Ma;gdapa_ on this side on "the left of the fourth pillar commenced
another scence of which only a mutilated male figure is now left.

" The proper right side of the composition beginning from the first
pillar consists of two rows of human figures. About two-thirds of
them are connected as witnesses of the dancing scene and the rest
on the extreme end form an independent part of the story. Of the
visitors the first one sitting by the side of the pillar seems to be the
leader of the group being more conspicuously treated and wearing a
prominent head turban. 'He must represent either a rich Sreshths or
a royal personage. The man squatting next to him is seated in the



%'1 ] The Nativity Scene on a Jaina Relief from Mathura - 3

manner of Pramathas, has a scarf tied round the "waist whlch passes
on the outside of left folded leg. A His hair is flowing on shouldcrs.
His queer look perhaps shows him to be a light character. The: thn‘d
figure is standing and is of secondary rank, his left hancl being placed .
on the right shoulder of the middle figure. In the upper row are
_four male figures who appear to form part of the retinue and are
witnessing the festive scene in front of them.

The scene in the extreme right end was vital to the whole com-
position but has very badly suffered. In it there is a male figure at
the top of whom only the bust remains. Itis shown in adoration
apparently offering homage to the figure carved below it. On the
proper left of the scene isa nude young figure holding a kamandalu
in the left hand and a piece of-cloth in the right of which the ends
fall below. This figure is alittle in profile and although its head is
now lost, it paid attention to the figure seated on his right. * Unfortu-
nately the main figure is extremely fragmentary of which only the
right leg in an oblique suspended position and a part of the drapery
is preserved. It appears that it was a male figure seated in lalif@sana
with the left leg suspended and the right one folded. The figure
was intended to be one worthy of homage as is made apparent by the
adoring figure at the top; that it had something to do with Jainism
is warranted by the nude boyish figure shown i in front.

The correct identification of the scene is not beyond doubt
but has every likelihood of referring itself to the story of the birth,
of the Tirtharnkara Mahavira. The seated figure of whom only
- the left leg is preserved appears to have been seated in an
attitude similar to that of the god Hari-Naigamesha preserved in the
Lucknow Museum on relief No. J. 626 (Smith’s Jaina Stipa, Plate
XVIII). In that also the figure of a nude young boy is shown in-the
foreground. The Mother and the Child occurring in the Hari-
Naigamesha scene connect it definitely with the Nativity of Mahavira -
depicting the transference of the child from the embryo of the
Brahmani Devananda to the body of the KshatriyanI Tridala effected
by the god Harinaigamesha. The present scene is earlier ; indate
by about a couple of centuries, and obviously represents the
birth celebration of the same Tirtharkara,
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In this connection we may also notice the well-known Aryavati
sculpture of the time of Mahakshatrapa éodﬁsa (Smith’s Jaina Stupa, -
Pl XIV). The figure of Aryavati is shown standing in abhayamudrd
with two attendant female figures holding a royal parasol (chattra)
and the fly-whisk (chaunri). The existence of a goddess of the name
of Aryavatl is unknown to the Jaina pantheon. It seems that the
titte signifies “The Venerable Lady” and it would be most appro-
priate to designate the royal lady Trigala, mother of Mahavira as
Aryavatl. The Nativity idea must have been a popular one amongst
 the Jainas as it was amongst the Buddhssts of Mathura, both of whom
appear to have worked on a common pattern on the evo,l'u,'tion' of
. their iconographic formulas. This sculpture showing dance and
music at the birth of the saint is in conformity with the art ‘tradition
as seen at Bharhut. We may compare with it the famous Sammada
scene ushering in the birth of the Buddha (See, Barua, Bharhut,
B. K. I, P2, B. K. IlI, Fig 34). Panini also calls festive celebrations
by the name of Sammada in satra IIL 3.68 (wwgswt g% ). The
.. representation of the Nativity scene on the famous Hari-Naigameshi

relief belongs to the Kushana period, i. e, about Ist century A D. by
which time the old formula had rather become more direct and
shorn . of its crowded material. But the present sculpture- belongs
the Sunga period and is worthy of greater attention, as an evidence
of the early development of the idea of Nativity represented in
Jaina art. ‘



THE CONTRIBUTION OF JAINISM TO WORLD CULTURE.
A. Chakraval:ti. :
(Continued from Vol. IX No 11, Page 67)

This multiple aspect of reality with its relations \_vith one another
has its own ‘philosophical corollary of religious importance. The
concept of Nirguna Brahmma islogically considered as meaningless
by Jaina philosophers because according to them there can be no
reality without quality, there can bz no Dravya without Gunas. Guna
or quality without.an underlying 's'ubstangé would be unreal because
it would be unsupported. Similarly substance or Dravya without
qualities or Gunas would be unreal because of its being an empty
abstraction from its qualities. You may talk of qualities as distinct
from Dravyas for purposes of philosophical discussion. But in reality
there can be no subsistence without qualities and no qualities without
subsistence. So the highest religious concept instead of being the
Nirguna Brahman of the Vedantin ‘becomes a Param#tman with
infinite qualities according to Jainism. To attain this goal of Para-
matmasvartipa with the infinite qualities is the ldeal set up by
Jainism.

SYADVADA.
" The logical predication r‘;elating to any object of reality, since it is -
bound to take a particular aspect of the same, must be in the form
of a partial predication, You cannot assert anything about reality
as an absolute predication. Any .assertion made about realily there-
fore must be limited to the relative point of view. If the point of
view is an emphasis on the nature of the underlying substance, the
predication will be of one form; if the point of view is to emphasise
the change, the form of predication will be different aliogether. That
the relative point of view determines the nature of predication is
an obvious fact in logical assertion. Even in the ordinary world the
value of a thing depends upon -its relation to the point of view
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adopted by a person. Thus for example a plant may be merely a

weed to be rooted out from the point of view of the gardener or the

agriculturist; but the same plant may be, beeause of its medicinal

value, an important herb according to the doctor. The same plant may

be of scientific value to the botanist because of its unique structure

and function in the botanical world, To a poet it rhay be an entirely

different thing and have a different significance as a symbol of

Beauty and Truth and inspire the poet to exclaim * Thou flower in

the crannied wall, if I could know thee, root and all, I could know
what God and man is.” Thus it is quité.clear that logical predication

is determined by the relative point of view. If you emphasise the
substance, for example, of an ornament made of gold you say it is
made of gold and not of silver or brass. If the question is ‘what is

substance of which the ornament is made?' the necessary answer will
be it, is made of gold. If the question is, is it ‘made of silver or brass?,
the answer is negative—No, it is not made of silver or brass. ‘Thus
the same object, the same ornament is capable of being described by

" an affirmative predication as well as a negative predication according

to the point of view adopted. This doctrine af partial predication
according 0 which both affirmation and negation are possible with
reference to ‘the same object or reality is technically expressed as
Syadvada or Astindstivada of Jaina philosophy. This is such a
simple obvious truth and yet itis extremely surprising that it is mis-
understood by almost all the non-Jaina thinkers who condemn itas
self-contradictory and untrue.

~

JANlSM AND MODERN SCIENCE.

The view of Jaina thought will be better appreciated, if we can
examine Jaina philosophy from the point of view of modern science.
It is not possible for us in this short review to give a fuller account
~ of the scientific aspect of the Jaina philosophy. However we can
mention a few prominent doctrines which clearly appear to be an
. anticipation of modern scientific thought. In the physical realm Jaina
philo‘saphy postulates five distinct categoriesas constituent elements for
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the building up of the cosmos---Jiva, Pudgala, Dharma, Adharma
and ‘Akida which may be translated respectively as lfie, matter, the
principle of motion (Dharma), thc principle of rest (Adharma) and
space. The first, the second, and, the last are obvious; but the two
categories Dharma and Adharma are technical and peculiar to Jaina
thought. These are not to be confused with the ethical concepts of
merit and demerit. They are entirely physical concepts, which are
credited with powers of holding together the infinite quantity of
physical molecules in the form of orderly constituted cosmos. If
these categories are not postulated there will be no structure of the
world maintained. Material atoms constituting the world will get
dissipated throughout the infinite space. There will be merely a
chaotic mass of cosmic dust with no world or life. From this
description, it is evident that the early Jaina thinkers postulated two
physical categories Dharma and Adharma for the purpose of
explaining the physical structure of the universe. One other physical
concept worth mentioning here is the Jaina account of sound All
other Indian systems of thought spoke of sound as a quality of space.
But it is interesting to know that Jainism explains sound in relation
with material particles as a result of concussion of atmospheric
mollcules. To prove this thesis the Jaina thinker employs arguments
which are generally found in text books of physics:

That there is no sound if the atmosphere is removed, -that it
takes time to travel, that it is reflected in the form of an echo by the
ohstructive barrier are all facts known to ancient Jaina thinkers.
~ Turning to Biology, Jaina thinkers were acquainted with many
important truths relating to this branch of knowledge. The biological
concepts found in Jaina thought are unique and interesting. The
classification of the biological kingdom into diflerent groups. according
to the sense organs is an important point to be noted.. This classi-
fication is based upon the number of sense organs present in the
organisms. Itis recognised that the plant world is also a living
kingdom. Plant life is described as life with one sense organ namely
~ touch alone. Next higher to that comes organism with two senses,
touch and taste. Above that is the organism with the three senges, .
touch, taste and smell. Then corhes the class of organisms with
four senses, touch, taste, smell and sight. Next to that is the class
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of five 'senses organisms having the sense of hearing in addition to
the other four. The highest class of organisms consists of five senses
of organisms with the additional characteristic of manas which is

also a form of indriya. The last would represent human beings.

Thus we have the gradation of the animal kingdom from the lowest

organisms to the highest, Man figuring as the lord of the organic

world  This biological classification of animals is peculiar to Jaina

philosophy, and it is nowhere found in Indian thought.  We may

further add that the doctrine that the vegetable kingdom

consists of living organisms and that it is a part of the biological

world is also peculiar to Jaina thought. We may assert with

certainty that wherever this Jaina concept of life is introduced the

author of the work must be a Jaina in faith for the simple reason

that it is found nowhere outside Jainism as previously mentioned.

‘Here it is interesting to note that the existence of microscopic
organisms were also known to Jaina thinkers, Microscopic orga-
nisms, technically called Sukshma FEkendriya Jivas or minute
organisms with the sense of touch alone, are assumed to exist all’
over the world. They may abide in the earth, air, water and so on;
and according to their abode they are classified as the microscopic
organisms living in earth, ‘air or water. These microscopic
organisms are not preceptible to the ordinary senses though their
existence is known by their function and activity, The doctrine of
Ahirhsa implies non-injury to these microscopic organisms also, but
the injuction not to injure theseis binding only on the ascetics or
the yatis, because a householder cannot carry out strictly the doctrine
of a higher Ahirhsa with reference to these micrcsoopic organisms.

. 'Next we shall consider the psychological conccpts of Jainism.
Without entering into details we may mention here the classification
of knowledge and the knowing process recognised by Jaina thinkers.
The knowing processes are divided into five distinct stages. Beside
the ordinary sense-perception and the knowledge through books
Jaina thinkers recognise three other proeesses of cognition. The two
former are called Mati-jfidna and Sruta-jﬁﬁna, knowledge by ‘sense

' perception and knowledge hy study of books. The latter three are
called Avadhi-jfiagna, the Manahparyaya-jiana and Kevala=jnina.

-
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Avadhi knowledge implies a sort of clairvoyant perception of-distant
objects and events. This is distinctly an extra-perceptual cognition
in as much as it is not obtained through sense perception. In
recent psychic researches, psychologists have been able to discover
this clairvoyant capacity present in latent form in every human
being Given proper facility this extra-perceptual cognition may be
developed in all persons. Similarly the fourth variety, namely,
Manahparyaya knowledge implies the capacity to appreciate what
takes place in another person’s mind " This is called telepathy
in modern Psychology. The existence of telepathic cognition “is
also recognised by students of scientific research. These extra-
perceptual activities of the mind were evidently developed by - Yogic
practices in ancient India, and the Jaina thinkers seem to have made
a special study of these. Thelast is called Kevala knowledge on
account of its excellence. This is infinite in its nature and com-
prehension and includes the whole of knowable reality; and it is
associated with a Sarvajfia or one who has obtained omniscience
after destroying Karmas through Yoga or Tapas. Every individual
human being, when he gets rid of all his Karmic bondage through
_elaborate process of discipline of Tapas or Yoga, is capable of attain-
ing this stage of all-knowing state or Kevalajfifina which is the
intrinsic characteristic of Paramatman. This process of self-reali-
sation or attaining to the true self-hood with infinite knowledge is the
goal of life prescribed by Jainism. This is Moksha, and the Jaina
religious doctrines prescribed for - reaching this stage constitute
Moksha=marga. From this point of view every living being has in
itself in a latent from or in germ this Paramatma-Svarupa and every
individual has a right and the possibility of attaining the goal. Each
individual personality by its own effort is capable of extricating itself
from the trammels of Karma and attain this state of reality of
supreme self. Each individual personality is according to Jainism
an architect of its own destiny

Let us look at the Jaina contribution to Art. Fine arts are of
different kinds: architecture, sculpture, painting, music and poetry.
In all these different forms we have contributions made by early
Jaina leaders and thinkers. In fact, in ancient India, architecture and
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sculpture may be said to have been inspired by Jaina thinkers,
Vedic Hinduism does not contemplate anything like temple worship,
Its religious paraphernalia was confined to Yagadala and the field .of
animal sacrifice. Jains have emphasised the importance of Chaitya
and Chaityalaya-idol representing the Tirtharkaras and the temples
for these idols as objects of worship. Besides the five objects of
worship Panchaparameshthis, Jain thinkers speak of four other
objects namely, Jina Dharma, Jina Srutha, Jina Chaitya and Jina
Chaiéyilaya the latter two being idols and the place for idols.
Building temples dedicated to different Tirthankaras whose Prati-
bimba or idol was established therein must have started with Jaina
cc;nception of Samavasarana Aceording to Jaina tradition every
Tirthankara after attaining Kevalajifina has to spend the rest of his
period in Dharma-prabhavana, preaf:Hing the Dharma when he is
provided with an edifics called Samavasarana constructed by
Devendra. a hall for the congregation assembled therein to listen to
the divine words of wisdom  The description of a Samavasarana is
generally given in Jaina literature It will not be far wrong to
suppose that this concept of Samavasarana is the source of inspiration
tor building up Chaityalayas or temples -a duty imposed upon Jaina
kings and noble men. In early india, even in the historical period,
most of the ruling chiefs, both in the north and sonth of India, were
followers of 'Jaina faith, and they must have started temple building,
From Chandragupta Maurya in the north to the Pallava and Pandya
kings in the south each vied with one another in putting up Chaitya-
layas dedicated to Jinas. Buddhism also must have had some such
architectural scheme when Bhuddist builders specialised in putting
up Sttipas over the relics of Goutama Buddha. Temple architecture
as such was not encouraged by Buddhist builders Medievial India
of Puranic Hinduism must have taken up the clue from the Jaina
builders and constructed their own buildings, but very often
converted most of the Jaina temples to serve their purpose.

This process_of temple building not only implies skill in architecturc
but also necessarily implies a taste for the art of sculpture. Individual
figures or idols designed and executed by Jaina sculptors even now
remain as wonders of Indian sculptural art. Wherever possible they
employed painting as a source of instruction and propaganda of the

7
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Jaina doctrine. Cave paintings which are even now existing such as
Ajenta Frescoes are to a very great extent due to ‘the inspiration of
_the Jaina artists, They were also patrons of music. The descrip- .
tion of Samavasarana contains a description of how Indra with his
retinue of Devas appear before Jina with music and dancing. Deva-
nartana and the Deva-dundubhi are associated with the glory of
Samavasarana. Naturally therefore the temple worship according
to Jainas must be a copy of this worship of the Jina by the Devas,
Hence they encouraged music to a very great extent. It is enough to
mention here one important fact as evidence of this. In Hindu epics
and Purinas whereever there is a description of suayamvara, we
" always have victory in the Svayarhvara-mandapa achieved merely
by physical prowess of breaking a bow or hitting a mark with an
arrow to gain the hand of the princess. Butin the case of Jivaka
winning the hand of Gandharvadatta as narrated in Jivakachintdmani
we have the story laid in Svayarmvara=mandapa for a musical contest
in which Jivaka wins the hand of the Vidyadhara princess. Hence
it is a point worthy of note that though Jainism seems to emphasise
the ascetic aspect to a very great extent, it has not altogether - forgot-
ten the aesthetic aspect of life. Musical information given in the
Tamil classic Silappadigararn, a Jaina kavya, still contains a mine of
information relating to the art of music. It has not been fully under
stood and appreciated by Tamil scholars. And lastly we have the
art of poetry. Itis in this that Jaina scholars have excelled all the
rest. Their contribution to literature in different languages is the
pride of India. Their contribution to Sanskrit literature, their
contribution to Prakrit literature are practically unrivalled. Jaina
ascetics made it a point to study the language of the people for the
purpose of educating them. Thus wherever they settled they
enriched the literature of the land by their own contributions in the
language of the land. The earliest Tamil works were most of them
associated with Jaina writers. Not only the majority of the Kavyas
~ such as Chintdmani, Silappadigaram and Valayapadi owe their exis-
tence to the Jaina writers. but grammatical works such as Tolka-
ppiyarh Nanntal and Yapparungalam and moral treatices as Kural
and Naladiyar all owed their existence to Jaina writers. But for the
Jaina writers there would -have been no Tamil literature worth -
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menmmmg in South. India. The same is the case thh Kannada
litererature. The early works in Kannada literature were all by
Jaina writers. The literature in different languages thus contributed
by the early Jainas served as a model for the later literature contri-
buted by the non-Jaina writers.

The cheif Ethical aspect of Jainism the Ahimsa Dharma, forms
the foundation of moral life for a Jaina. Rules are prescribed
according to this fundamental principles. Jaina thinkers have
formulated different types of moral injunctions one intended for the
householder and the other intended for the ascetic. The latter is
more strict and rigorous than the former. The former is called
Sravakachara, the course of conduct prescribed for the householder.
The latter is called Yatyachéra, the course of conduct prescribed for
the Yati or the ascetics. The course of conduct which is based on -
the basic principle of Ahimsa prescribed by Jainism consists of five
Vratas :—Ahimhsa, Satya, Asteya, Bhahmacharya and Parimitapari-
graha. Ahimsa implies not merely non-injury to any insect but also
the positive characteristic of love and sympathy towards all living
creatures. The next vow is Satya or truth. This truth-speaking
also is to be derived from the doctrine of Ahimsa which implies love
and sympathy to all living creatures. Asthe term Asteye literally
means non.stealing or non-acquiring any object belonging to others
which are not voluntarily given to you. Brahmacharya as far as
the householder is concerned means family life confined to the
enjoyment of one's own wife and avoiding all types of sex-transgres-
sions. The last item is limiting oné’s own personal possessions in
the world.  Acquiring of property in the form of land, cattle, gold
or silver is the process of acquiring personal possessions. All these
come under the class of Parigraha and the householder is -enjoined
to limit his personal possessions according to one's own status.
Anything acquired beyond this limit must not be considered as
one’s own, must be used for the welfare and betterment of
society as a whole. Thislast item has got an important economic
significance for the modern world, as may be presently noticed. The
same five vows or Pafichavratas when applied to the Yatis or the
ascetics are called Paficha Mahavratas, the five great vows as con-=
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trasted with the Pasicha Anuvratae, the five smaller vows: which. are
related to the householder, Each of these Paficha Mahavratas. ia
applied to the Yat: without any limitation—a limitatior. which: is
imposed upen the householder as an economic unit of producer.
For example the Brahmacharya which excludes sex perversity. in: the:
householder though it.-does not exclude sex life with one’s:own wife
would be applied absolutely in the case of the Yati who must observe
complete sex abstinance as an ascetic. Similarly. in the cage of the
last vow of Parigrahaparim@na when the householder has to limis
his. personal possessions to suit his status the Jaina ascetic must have:
nothing as his own. He cannot even acquire-a piece of cloth ta
- cover his nakedness. He is to adopt the Jatarripa, the form in.
which he wss born- Complete abstinance from personal possessions:
and undisturbed concentration upon one's own self would imply
that one’s own body itself is important only as a means of concen-
tration, Yoga, to attain self-realisation. Otherwise even. the body
‘becomes superfluous, insignificant and useless, The Jaina ascetic
has no home of his own. He is called Anaghra, the houseless.
" Whole -living kingdom constitutes his family, the whole earth with:
the stars-spangled canopy of the heavens would constitute: hishome..
This rigorous discipline imposed upon Jaina ascetic is very often.
mistaken by the non-Jaina students as characteristics of all Jainas:
because they are not. aware of the twofold organisation: of Jaina:
society the majority of which are the householders and a few: ascet{csy
who devoted their life and energy for the. cultural and moral better=
ment of the society.. o : :

In conclusion it is: worth noticing the importance of the first and’
the last of the vratas for the modern world. The doctrine of
Ahirhsd which, though fourd in Hinduism, is peculiar to Jainism:
Though it is adopted by the Hinduism it has- not been' fully:
appreciated by the Hindu thinkers. They trv to reconcile: with this
their doctrine of Y&ga or animal sacrifice and very ofen made'a
conflicting mixture of both as a Hindu religious doctrine: [ts full
implication has not been appreciated; and very often it is ecriticised’
as the cause of the political downfall of modern India, becauseit is:
assumed to be the weapon of the weak and helpless. It is-assumed: to:
be the mark of cowards, Those critics who talk in- this straiir are-

3
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ignorant of Indian history as well as of the significance of the
doctrine of Ahirhsa. The glorious periods of Indian history, the
periods of Chandragupta and Agoka of the Mauryan dynasty, the
emperor Kharavela who came after him, the Chalukyas and the
Pallavas in the Deccan and the Cheras and Cholas and Pandyas of
the South till the period of Hindu revivalism had all been
followers of Jaina faith based on the doctrine of Ahimsa,
bui they were able to build up empires which had been the
pride and glory of India and with which the foreign kings from
the West and the East sought friendly alliance. Historically there-
fore the great periods of Indian history were all associated with the
doctrine of Ahimsa. But political decline may be said to have
" begun with the Hindu revivalism which undermined the early Indian
empires built by the Jaina sovereigns and which stood for social
democracy. Intrinsically the doctrine’ of Ahirhsa instead of being
the mark of cowardice appears to be the quality of the courageous
victor. lt requires a greater strength of self to face injury than to
inflict it. This was the attitude of Christ on the Cross; when he was
insulted by Roman soldiers, he merely cried ‘Father they know not
what they do. Forgive them’. Similarly whenever a Jaina™ saint is
subjected to all sorts of persecutions by enemies, never swerved from
the path of contemplation but merely smiled in pity for the folly of
the ignorant enemy who by injuring the monk injured himself by
walking the path of spiritual damnation. Smiling at the enemy in
spite of persecution is a mark of superman, the victor, who walks on
the path leading to the conquest of self. No doubt this doctrine is
chosen as a method of liberating - modern India to its full status of
freedom and liberty by one of the greatest leaders of modern India.
This experiment for the betterment of social conditions in India is
not confined to India, its possibilities may have world wide value
and may be applicable to the whole world. The so-called Western
civilisation based upon national aggrandisement and consequently
generating national animosity cannot.preserve itself unless it accepts
this fundamental doctrine of Ahiisa as international ideal of live
and let live. Not only this doctrine of Ahimsa is intended to be a
panacea for the world ills but also the last doctrine of Parimita
Parigraha is necessary for the economic reconstruction of the world.

-
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The Russian experlment of communism, a form of. economic levelling
 down the institutions of property is opposed to the existing system
Of capitalistic economlcs As a compromise between these two
economic institutions we must héve a process of social reconstructlon
leading to voluntary limitation of personal property and setting apart
the surplus for the bettermient of general society as a whole, The
social and economic reconstruction of the world must therefore adapt
itself to important principle of Jaina ethics, the doctrine of Ahlmsa
and the voluntary limitation of personal property for in that way
lies the Harmony among nations, as well as peace in this world.



'VAISAL], MAHAVIRA'S BIRTH PLACE.
" Dr.B.C. Law, Ph. D., D, Litt.. M.A,, BL.. F.R.AS.B.

Vaidall is famous in Indian history as the capital of the Licchavi
Rajas and the headquarters of the powerful Vajjian confederacy.
It s intimately associated with the early history of Jainism and

Buddhism.

Tlns great city claims Mahavira the founder of Jainism as its
citizen, He has been described in a cannonical Jaina text! as the
Arahat Jnatriputra, the revered, the famous inhabitant of Vaidals,
who possessed the highest knowledge and the highest faith. He
was known as Vesdlie or Vaidalika, that is, an inhabitant of Vaidali®.
Abhayadeva in his commentary on the Bhagavati Satra (2, 1, 12, 2)
explained Vaidalika by Mahavira and speaks of Vidala as Mahavlra-
-janani or the mother of Mahavira®. From a comparison of the
'Buddhist and Jaina scriptures it appears that Kundagrama, the birth
place of Mahavira was a suburb of Vaidali*. Mahavira's mother
Tridala was a sister of Cetaka who was one of the Vaidali Rajss.
During his latter ascetic life Mahavira did not neglect the city of his
birth and out of the fortytwo rainy seasons he spent no less than

twelve at Vaisali®.

Vaifall, the capital of the Liochavis, has been identified with the
present village of Basarh in the Muzafferpur district of north Bihar.
The identity of Vaisali with Basarh has been proved still more

decisively by the Archaeological explorations carried out on the site
by T. Bloch in 1903—4.

Before the advent of Mahavira the faith of which he was the last
exponent seems to have been prevalent in Vaisilt and the surroun-

S#irakritdfiga, 1, 2, 3, 22.

Jacobi,Jaina S@tras, pt. |, Into, xi.

Weber, Indische Studien, Band XVI,, 263,
Jacobi, Jainu s#tras, SBE, Vol. XXII, pp. x-—xi.
Jacobi, Kalpa sitru, paragraph 122.

VAW =
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ding country in some earlier form. It appears from the Jain accounts
that the religion as fixed and established by Parévanatha was
followed by some at least of the Ksatriya peoples of North-eastern
India specially amongst the residents of Vaidali. We learn from the
Ayaranga Satra that Mahavira’'s parents were worshippers of Parsva
and followers of the Sramanas!. Similar accounts are given in
other Jain works of the prevalence 1n the country of a faith which
was afterwards developed by Mahavira. Sramanas or wandering
ascetics had been in existence ever since the time of the earlier
Upanisads and evidently the Sramanas that .were followed by the
parents of Mahdvira belonged to one of the numerous sects or
classes of Indian ascetics. After Mahavira's time, the number of his
followers among the Licchavis appears to have been large even
including some men of the highest position in Vaisali, as for
examples, Siha?, a general-in-chief of the Licchavis,” who was the
disciple of Mahavira and Saccaka®, a Nigantha who had the hardi-
hood to challenge the Buddha himself to a discussion on philoso-
phical tenets before an assembly of five hundred Licchavis. '

The Licchavis of Vaiéali who were a great and powerful people
of India in the Sixth country B. C: were Ksatriyas of the Vadistha
gotra*. The Jaina ‘sacred works tell us that KsatriyénI ‘Tridala
mother of Mahévira and sister of Cetaka, one of the kings of
Vaisali, belonged to the same gotra®. The Licchavis did great -
honour to the memory of Mahavira as we read in the Kalpa Satra.
In that night in which the venerable ascetic Mahavira died, the nine
Licchavis along with others on the day of new moon instituted an
illumination on the Poshadha which was a fasting day®. The Jain
works tell us that these nine Licchavis were tributary to Cetaka,
king of Vaidall and maternal uncle of Mahavira’, who was a Jaatri

ksatriya of the Kadyapa gotra.

1. Jaina shtras, pt. 1, SBE, vol. XXII. p. 194.
2. Vinayatexls, SBE. vol. XVII, pp. 108f Vinaya Mahivagga.
3.  Majjhima Nikdya, 1, pp. 227—37.
4, Mahavastu, Senart, I, p. 283.
5, S.B. E., Vol. XXIL, p. xii; Jacobi, laina Stitras, Vol. XXII, 0. 193;
Ayaranga Sotra, 11,15, 15. _
6. Kalpo Sétra, paragraph, 128.
7. S.B.E. Vol X_Xll, p. 266, note 1.
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Mahavira, the son of Ksatriya Siddhartha who was otherwise
known as Sreyamsa and Yasamsa who figured as a supremely gifted
ksatriya teacher and leader of thought, a great Brahmana, a great
guardian, a great guide, a great teacher, a great pilot, and a great
recluse, gathered unto him many men and women and was
honoured and worshlpped by many hundreds and thousands of lay
disciples. Some among whom were Licchavis of Vaisalt who had their
peculiar form of government, their free institutions, their manners
and customs, their religious views and practices which afford us
glimpses of India of the transition period when the ancient vedic

culture was developing in new directions and undergoing a trans-
‘formation under the influence of the speculative activity out of which
erierged the two great religions of Jainism and Buddhism. Maha.
vira was undoubtedly a great Vaisalian who lived thirty years as a
householder, more than full twelve years in a state inferior to per-
fection, something less than thirty years as a Kevalin, forty-two years
as a recluse, and seventy-two years on the whole. At the age of
seventy-two he died freed from all pains in the town of Pava after a
long and remarkable career as a great rehglous reformer



The Jaina Chronology.

By Kamta Prasad Jain, LL. D, M. R. A, S.
( Continued from Vol VIII, No. I, page 35.)

EVENTS OF THE ANCIENT HISTORICAL PERIOD

No.

Period & Date.

\Evcnts.

92

93

- 94

95

9i‘

307 B. C.

' 308B C.

305 B.C.

300 B. C.
or 297 B. C.

282 (245) B. C.

According to Kharatara Gachha Patiavali
Sthalabhadra dies and Arya Mahagiri suc-
ceeds him.

Arya Suhastin is created a sfiri. -

(Ibid)

Seleukas Nikator, King of Syria, led an

‘expedition against Chandragupta, but a treaty

was made. Seleukos gave his daughter
Helen in marriage to the Indian liberator.

(SJL L, i, p. 225)

Bmdusara Maurya succeeds l'us fathcr
Chandragupta. The Greeks called him by
the name ‘Amitrochates’, i.e. Amltraghata,
which shows that he was a great warrior.
Daimachos was sent to him as ambassador
by Antlkhos and Dionysios.

- (EHL, p. |26 .
- JRAS, 1928, 1, pp. 132—135).

Arya Mahagiri dies. Suhastin succeeds
him as the head of the Svetambara Jaina
Samgha. S '
(Jacobi, Kalpasttra, Intro. 10)
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Period & Date ‘ :

Events.

96

97

98

99

100 |

101

102

213 B.C.

236 B.C.

|

225 B. C.
207 B.C.
192B.C.

. 184B.C.

Adoka Maurya ascends to the throne of
Magadha. After the conquest of Kalinga
Asoka became a humanitarian and set him-
self to preach the creed of Ahimsa, which
was based on the teachings of Buddha and
Mahavira. . (JA. V54 f£)

Kunala- Maurya succeeds Adoka, who
was followed by Samprati, the grandson of
Asoka. Samprati was converted to Jainism
and he sent Jain Sramanas to the countries
of Aiabia and Persia.

(SJL 1L, i. pp. 294—295
and JBORS, 1. p. 116).

Salistka Maurya, the younger brother of
Samprati, achieved the conquest of Jainism
throughout Saurastra and enhancéd the glory
of the religiousness of his elder brother
Samprati, amongst the various sections of
the Jaina community. As a result, the
Samgha of naked Jain saints gains prominence.

(JBORS., XVL. pp. 29—31).
Chedi Kingé of Kalinga flourished.
King Kharavela of Kalinga was born.

King Kharavela was proclaimed Crown
Prince of Kalinga.

Visakhacharya and ten other Daéabﬁrva'-
dhari acharyas floufished in the Digambara
Samgha since the death of Bhadrabdhu
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- No. -_Period & Date.

Events.

| -
|

103 183 B. C.

04| 182B.C.

105 179 B. C.

106 177 8B. C,

{ Mugsikas.

| King Emperor.

Srutakevalin. In the Nandi-smnaya Pattavali
‘their names and respsctive period of pontiff- -
ship is given in the following manner :—

* 1. Vidakhacharya Dasaplrvi, 10 years

2. Prosthila " 19 ,,
3. Ksatriya » 17
4. Jayasena " 21, .
5. Nagasena ) » 18 ,,
6. Siddhartha " 17
7. Dhratisena . 18 .
8. Vijaya e 13 ,
9. Buddhilinga » 20
10. Deva » 14
11. Dharmasena 14 ,,

(Dhavala, Intro : p. 26).

King Kharavela ascends to the Imperial

thrown of Kalinga.

( JBORS. XIII, 244—245)

Kharavela attacked Satavdhana king
Satikarni in order to help the Kadyapa Ksa-
triyas and occupied the territory of the
(Ibid)

Kharavela cenquered’ the Ragtrikas and
the Bhojakas.
(Ibid.)
Kharavela's maharajabhiseka t/:eremon'y
was performed and he proclaimed himself as

' ‘, (Ibid,)
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No. | Period & Date. Ex‘/ents.i
107 176 B. C. Probably the crown Prince-ot Kalinga, to
o L succeed Kharavela was born
, (Ibid.)
108 175 B. C. Battle of Gorathagiri was fought. Deme- |
A trius withdrew from Mathura hearing about
the invasion of Kharavela on Upper India.
- (Ibid )
109 173 B. C. Kharavela invaded the Uttrﬁpatha.’
110 172 B. C. Kharavela celebrated reformed Jaina Pija.
i - 171 B.C. - Kharavela defeated Pugyamitra of Ma-
: gadha and brought back the image of
» o N Kalinga Jina to his capital.
112| 170 B.C. Kharavela observes Jain penances snd
- austerities on the Kuméri hill. He calls to-
gether the Jaina Samgha and endeavours to
restore the lost Jaina canons.
113 | 169—152B.C. |  Kharavela dies. (Ibid)
1 14: 166.8. C. . Naksatracharya, the first among the
eleven-Angadharis flourished. :
(Dhavala, loe. cit.)
1151 7155 B.C. . King Menander attacked India and came:
- | into the touch of the Jaina monks. ,
(Milinda : 108 & Hist. Gl. p. 78.)
116 150 B. C. Jain Inscription from Mathura,
L - (Ep. Ind. 11, 195.)
117 | 146 B.C. ~ Jayapala, who knew the eleven Angas
. : flourished. ' '

(Dhavala, loc. cit.).
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No.

{,

Period & Da}te-‘ :

[

" Events. 7Bk

118

19 |

120

121

122

123 |

124

“123 B. C.

107 B.C. -
100 B.C.

93 B.C.
61 B.C.

57 B. C.

53 B. C.

Kalkacharya invites 96 Shahi Saka clans
to Saurastra; who attacks later on Garda-
bhilla, the king of Ujjain and restores Aryika
Saraswat! to Kalka.

(Cambridge History of Indial’l, p 167.)

Pandava, another eleven Anga-dhari

flourished. .
(Dhavala, loc. cit.)

~ During the reign of Azes | Jainism -
fleurished at Taxilla.

(SJI, 11, 2, p 13.)

" Dhruvasen, eleven Angadhari flourished.
(Dhavala, loc. cit.)

Karnsa, eleven Angadhari followed
Dhruva

Nahapana Ksatrapawas ruling at Bhragu-
kachcha and was defeated by king Gautami-
putra Satakarni, who was known as ‘Vikr-
maditya’ also. Nahap3na was a follower of
Jainism at a time and Vikrmaditya was also
converted to Jain faith.

SJL 1L, 2. pp. 20—25 & 62—64 &
~ JBORS. XVL 250 f.)

Vik. Sam. 4. Mafhuré Jain imége, in#cﬁp.
tion, edited by Buhler.
(Ep. Ind. I, 201.)
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No.| Period & Date. Events.
125 » Mathura Jaina image inscriptions Samvat
5 & 18, edited by Buhler.
o (Ep. Ind. 11, No. 12& 14.)
126 " Mathura Jaina image inscription of Samvat
5, edited by Buhler, records the dedication of
an image of Vardhamana Tirthankara by
the daughter of Pala.
(Ep. Ind. 1, p 381 No. 1)
” Mathura Jaina image inscription of Sam-

127

vat 5, records the dedication of an - image for
the welfare and happiness ©f all creatures.

(Arch :Survey Rep. l1, p. 30,-No. 2 and
Ind. Ant., Vol 33. p. 16.)

—To be cantd,




' KRSNA LEGEND IN THE JAIN CANONICAL LITERATURE.
PART L

By
Mr. M.N. Deshpande!, B. A

The life history of Krsna hag been from ancient times a favourite
subject and a treasure-house to extract legendary material for all
writers on various topics: religious, philosophical, didactic and
mundane. Even to-day it inspires poets to pen enchanting lyrics
and it will continue to be so even in future. Complex is the per-
sonality of Krsna and oriental scholars have put before the scholar-
world, diverse opinions on the point. Before entering in that
controversial discussion, | propose to deal with the legend of Krsna
as found in the Jain Canonical literature, as the first part of my
article. The second part will consist of a critical comparison: of Jain
tradition with the Brahmanic tradition as recorded in the Maha-
bharata and some deductions based on that comparion.

Though we cannot assign exact date to the Jain Canonical
Literature (for the writing activity extended over a period of about
thousand years), the books from which I have culled the material, -
with the exception of one book (10th Arga)? can be said to represent
the tradition before the beginning of the Christan ‘era3. _ Thus this
material 'will naturally interest the scholars interested in the study of

Mahabharata and the late Puranas.

| have arranged the material in a certain manner that will facilitate
its comparison with the Mahabharata tradition. The material

1. 1 am thankful to Professor H. l_). Sankalia for giving me this subject and -

guiding me in its study.
2. Uttarddhyayana ed. J. Charpentier, Intro. 26—7
It is stated here that “It may as well be remarked at once that the 10th
Anga is apparently in its present shape a very late composition.”
3. Ibid. 31-2.
4. Utla. op. cit. 164, ' .
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in the present shape will interest the reader as it gives a coherent

story of the Krsna tradition.

I. Kprsna's genealogy*

{i) Vasudeva—He was a king in the city of Soriyapura. He
had two wives Rohini® and Devaki and each of them had a beloved
son Rama and Kedava.

‘(i) Krsna— His birth®*—Deval; wife of Vasudeva had borne
seven sons, of whom Kanha (Krsna) was the last, but she was not
allowed the pleasure of rearing them. A lady by name Sulasa had
brought forth in succession seven infants which were still-born
in consequence of a course . Now Sulas® was a devotee of the god
Harine— gamesl, and prayed to him for assistance. Her prayers
and devotion prevailed : so the god Harine-gamesi, out of compassion
for thie lady Sulasd took away her still.born babes and carrjed them
to Deval, taking back to Sulasd, Deval's vigorous off-springs and so
Sulasa became their reputed mother, and brought them up. Devai's
six elder sons took no notice of her, but the youngest Kanha, the
magnificient monarch, came every six months in state ‘‘to do
homage at her feet.” On one occasion he discovered his mother’s
sacred grief and that she longed for the joys of motherhood. There-
upon f(anha by the magic of his fasting induced Harine—gamesi to
grant Deval her desires and an 8th son was born, who became a
Jain monk and ultimately Arhat.

'(a) Krsna's person—He was ten Dhanus in height.
2. Krisna's sovereignty™—

Krsha Vasudevaruled and exercised snpremacy over haif of
Bhiiratavarda. He had under his sovereign power the following

chiefs.

5. PraSnavyakarana Agamodaya Samiti 83. It is stated that the marriage
ceremony of Draupadi, Rukmivi, Rakta-Subhadra and Rohiu!, brought in their
train great battles.”

. 6. Astagadadasio ed. P.L. Vaidya. 12 and Sthina#ga Sitra ed. Agam. S. 486.

7. A#ta. op. cit. 4 and Ndyidhammakah?o ed. N. V. Vaidy? 68. 176
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(a) Samudravijaya®—He led the ten Dasira Princes and is
‘mentioned as a powerful king of Soriyapura, a city where Vasuaéva
ruled. The Dasaras descended from Yadu. The name of Samu- ,
dravijaya’s wife was Siva. Acitthanem! and Rahanemi were hls
sons, the former being the 22nd Tirthankara of the Jainas. Arittha-
nemiis called the hero of the Vrsnis. In the list of the sons of
Andhakavrsni and Dharini, we find the following names: Samu-
dravijaya, Akédobhya, Acala, Dharana, Purana, Abhicandra and
Vasudeva. Andhakavrsni is described as a king (belonging to the

Royal family) of Dwaraka.
(b) Baldeva® who led the five Mahaviras is the brother of

Krsna and the son-of Vasudeva and Rohini: - His other name is
Rama or Rama Baladeva. He is said to have ruled Dwaraka, but
under the sovereignty of Krsna. He had a wife by name Revati. |
Their son Nisada having married 50 princesses on one day
accepted the Law, having listened to the words of Tlrthankara
~ Baladeva was 10 dhanus in helght and lived for 1200 years.

(c) Pa]]unna10 who led the three and half crores of Kumaras

was the son of Rukmini.

(d) Sambal! led 60,000 invincible warriors.
() Virasena'? led 50,000 warriors.

(f) Ugrasena'? who led 21,000 warriors belonged vto the
family of Bhogas. The legend of Rathanemi from Uttaradhyayanga
does not mention his name. The Legend i1s as follows: T he
daughter of ngasena by name -Raimai (Rajxmatl) was asked by
Krsna in marriage for Arigtaneml. Aristanemi while going to the
marriage pandal happens to see the flock-of sheep intendedito serve
for the marriage feast. Moved to pity by the sight of these creatures,

8. -Utta. op, cit. 164 and Afita. op. cit. 4—6.
9. Nirayayali ed. P. L. Vaidya. 5. 70— 71. and Samawvﬁﬂga Sttra Agam S.

-~

16 and 21.
10. . Nirayé.-op. cit. 44.
11. -Fbid.
12. Ibid,

13, Utta. op. cit. 164,
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- he renounced the worldly life. He was followed by his brother and
the bride Rajimatl. Krsna performed their renunciation ceremonies -
and blessed them. Then there follows a very interesting but at the
same time very didactic account of the meeting of R&jimati and
Rathanemi.

(i) K7sna's wives' *—The canonical tradition is not unanimous
on this point. Naya. gives that he had 32,000 wives while Aita.
and Pra. Vya. give that he had 16,000 wives. His chief queen was
RukminI. It is also stated that the marriage of Rukmini brought in
its train a great battle. We also get the list of his wives who became
nuns. It runs as follows: Padmivati, Gorl, Gandhari, Lakéna.
Jambuval, Saccabhma and Ruppini.

3. Exploits of Kpsna'®—In Pra. Vya. Krsna is described as,
having killed Maustika and Cantira. He also killed Vijjahara, Kesi
Sauni and Putana. He is described as the destroyer of the crown of
Karhsa and the pride of Jar@sandha. In Satrakratinga we get a
reference to the fight of Krsna with Sidupala.

4. Destruction of Dwarak@ and the death of Krsnal 9 —Krsna once
asked the sage Aristaneml about the source of destruction of
Dwaraka. He told that it will be caused by wine, fire and anger of
Dwaipayana. When the city of Dwiraka will be burning, Krsna
going to Pandu-Mathura to see Pandavas accompanied by Rama
Baladeva,with all his relatives killed and passing through Kosarhba .
forest, and while sitting on a slab of stone under a bunyan tree will
be killed being pierced in the foot by a sharp arrow discharged by
Jarakumara. He lived for 10,000 years.

(i) Future births of Krsna'’
“(a) First he will be born in the Valukaprabha hell.

(b) Then he will be born as the 12th Prophet by name
Amama in the Utsarpini era in the Pandu country.

14. Adta. ops cit. 5 and 25 and Ndyd. op cit. 68 and Pra. Vys. op. cit, 85.
415, Pra. Vy2. op. cit. 71—2 and Sétrakritifiga ed. P. L. Vaidya 18,

16. A#la. op, cit. 25 and Sth% S. op. cit, 486, -

V7. A#ta. op. cit. 26,
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. 5. Krsna and the Pandavas'?® . ‘
(i) Pandu-He is mentioned as the king of Hastinipura with
Kunti as his wife. Kunti is the sister of Vasudeva. Pandu’ had in

all five sons: Yudhisdthira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula and Sahadeva. -

(i) Drupada®—He is the king of Kampillapura, a city in the-
country of Pancdla in Bhiratavaréa. The name of his wife is Cellana.
They had a son by name Dhutthajjumma and a daughter by name
Draupadi.

(a) Draupadi®®—Her former births—She is born first as the
wife of a Brahmin. In this birth she becomes the cause of the death
of the monk by offering him poisonous alms. Due to this impious
act, she is put to great torment and after her death she is born in a
hell, then as a fish, again as a hellish creature, then as a dog, again
as a hellish creature and so on for a number of times, In the end
she is born as the daughter of a merchant. When she came of age,
she was married to a merchant youth, but because of her burning

_touch he ran away. The same thing happened in the case of a beggar
who was married to her subsequently. Afterwards she becomes a
nun but she dees not obey her female preceptor and performs
penance in a garden where she sees a courtisan enjoying in the
company of five men. She longs for the same enjoyments and
performs ‘Nidana' and then becomes loose in conduct and ultimately
dies to be born as the daughter of Drupada.

(b) Svayarivara of Drqupadi®'—Invitations for the svayarn-
vara ceremony were sent to the following kings and Princes:—Krsna,
along with the chiefs of Dwaraka-Samudravijaya etc. (This contains
the list of all kings mentioned under Krsna's sovereignty). Panda
the king of Hastindpura along with his five sons :=—Juhitthilla,
Bhimasena, Ajjuna, Naula, Sahadeva and Duryodhana along with
his 100 brothers. So also Sauni, Sahadeva the son of Jardsandha
of Rayagiha, Asatthdma, Javaddaha and Salla. Also Kanha

18. Naya op. cit. 178.

19. Nayafop. cit. 175—6.
20, Ndy3a, op. cit. 152—76. -
21. Naya. op. cit. 178,
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Angiraya, Nandlraya of Campa, Sisupala the son of Damaghssa of

Suttimai along with his 500 brothers, King Damadanta of Hasting- ~

- pura, Hatthisisa, king Dhara of Mahur, Ruppl the son of Mesaga
‘of Kodinna, Kivaga of Virata along with his 100 brothers and many
other kings.

-

(¢) Draupidis Choice?® :—She entered the pandal with a

- female companion of her who acquainted her with the kings and
princcs who had arrived there by means of a mirror in which they
were reflected. She was first made acquainted with Dasara Princes,
then with Ugrasena and then the Pandavas. She, impelled by her
former ‘Niddna’ chose the five Pandavas as her husbands and
garlanded them together. )

(iif) Narada:?® is characterised as a type of man interested
in quarrels. He used to instigate people to quarrels, add fuel to the
fire and pose as an impartial observer. Heis named as Kacchulla-
Narae.

. (a) Narada?¢ persuades Paumanibha of Avarakankd or
Amarakankd to kidnap Draupadi as a revenge for her rude
behaviour. Pandu seeing that Draupadi was kidnapped made
investigations and sent Kunti to Krsna to request him to brmg her
back. Pandavas who accompanied Krsna in this expedition are
unable to vanquish Paumanabha. Kysna defeats him and starts on
his return journey. The Avarakanka of Krsna is included in the
ten Acchéragas or wonders. -

. (b) Ganges episode®® : Pandavas on their return jaurney had
to cross Ganges. There they think of testing the might of Krsna,
ae a consequence of such an act of distrust, Pandavas are banished
to the southern Bharatavaréa. They stayed at Pandu-Mathura
extolling Krsna. A P

22. Naya. op. cit. 182,
23. Naya. op. cit. 184, Stha. S. op, cit. 523,
24. Naya op. cit. 195,
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6. The end of Paidavas®® :—Pandavas as ordered by Krsna

- repaired to the southern part of Bharatavarsa and lived there extolling
Krsna. There Draupadi gave birth to a son by name Pandusena.
Pandavas then accepted the Jain faith in the presence of Aristaneml.
Once they heard that Aristanemi along with 536 monks breathed his,
last on the mount Girnara and being inspired to end their lives in a
similar fashion, Pandavas climbed the S'atruﬁjaya mountain, lived
there performing many fasts for a few years, studied the 14 Purvas
along with Acarfnga and finally attained Kevala knowledge and

Moksa. :

Draupadi, heariné this, mastered the 1l Angas at the feet of
the nun Suvrats, having mortified the flesh by many fasts, having
confessed and expiated for many years, died ‘and was born in
Brahmaloka for the duration of 10 Sagaropamas. It is also‘told that
she will be liberated in the Mahavideha-varsa. o ’

R
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25. Naya. op. cit. 197—9,



 'THE METAPHYSICS AND ETHICS OF THE JAINAS.i
By
H. Jacobi

All who approach Jain philosophy will be under the impression
that itis a mass of philosophical tenets not upheld by one central idea,
.and they will wonder what could have given currency to what
appears to us an unsystematical system. | myself have held, and
given expression to, this opinion, but | have now learned to look at
Jain philosophy in a different light. It has, | think, a metaphysical
basis of its own, which secured it a distinct position apart from the
rival systems both of the Brahmans and of the Buddhists. This is
“the subject on which 1 would engage your attention for a short space

of time.

Jainism, at least in its final form, which was given it by its last
prophet the twenty-fourth Tirthakara Mahavira, took its rise, as is
well known, in that part of Eastern India where in an earlier period,
according to the Upanisads, Yajhavalkya had taught the doctrine of
Brahman and Atman, as the permanent and absolute Being, and
where the Mahavira’s contemporary and rival, Gotama the Buddha,
wat preaching his Law, which insisted on the transitoriness of all
things. Jainism, therefore, had to take a definite position with
reference to each of these mutually exclusive doctrine; and these it will
be necessary to define more explicitly. '

The one great truth which the authors of the Upanigads thought
to have discovered, and which they are never weary of exalting, is

1. The late lemented Dr. Hermann Jacobi was a leading Orientalist and
a pioneer of Jaina studies in Europe. This important paper of his was
originally published in the Transactions of the Third International Congress
for the History of Religions, Vol. II, pp. 59-66, Oxford 1908. This volume is
is not easily available. Many scholars, interested in Jainism, wrote to me for
a copy of this paper. 1 have with me an offprint of it. For the benefit of those
to whom this paper is not accessible, | thought it advisable to reprint it in the

Jaina Antiquary.—A. N. U.
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that, underlying and upholding from within " all things, physical as
well as psychical, there is one absolute permanent Being, without
change and with none other like it. The relation between this
absolute Being and existent matter has not clearly been made out by
the authors of the Upanisads, but all unprejudiced readers will
~ agree that they looked on the phenomenal world as real. On this
point the different schools of Vedantins arrived at different conclu-
sions, which, however, need not detain us here. -

In opposition to this Brahmanical doctrine of absolute and perma-
nent Being, Buddha taught that all things are transitory; indeed his
dying words were, that all things that are produced must perish.
The principal heresy, according to the Buddhists, is the \f{mav@da,
ie. the belief that permanent Being is at the bottom of all things;
they are, as we should say, but phenomena or as Buddha expressed
it, dharmas ; there is no dharmin, no permanent substance of which
the dharmas could be said to be attributes.

Thus the Brahmans and the Buddhists entertained opposite
opinions on the problem of Being because they approached it from
two different points of view The Brahmans exclusively followed
the dictates of pure reason which forces us to regard Being as per-
manent, absolute, and uniform ; the Buddhists, on the other hand,
were just as onesided in following the teaching of common
experience according to which existence is but a succession of origi-
nating and perishing. Either view, the a priori view of the Brahmans,
and the a posteriori view of the Buddhists, is beset with many
difficulties when we are called upon to employ it in explanation of
the state of things as presented to us by our consciousness; difficul-
ties which cannot be overcome without a strong faith in the
paramount truth of the principle adopted :

The position taken by the Jainas towards the problem of Being
is as follows. Being, they contend, is joined to production, conti-
‘nuation, and destruction (sad ulpada-dhrauvya -vin@éa-yuktam), and they
call their theory the theory of indefiniteness ( anekantavada), in
contradistinction to the theory of permanency (mtyavada) of the
'Vedantists, and to the theory of transitoriness (vin@$avdda) of the
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Buddhists. Their opinion comes to this. Existing things are.

permanent only as regards their substance, but their accidents or
qualities originate and perish. To explain: any material thing
continues for ever to exist as matter ; which matter, however, may _
assume any shape and quality. Thus clay as substance may be
‘regarded as permanent, but the form of a jar of clay, or its colour,
may come into existence and perish.

The Jain theory of Being appears thus to be merely the statement
of the common-sense view, and it wanld be hard to believe that great
importance was attached to it. Still it is regarded as the metaphysical
basis of their philosophy Its significance comes out more clearly

when we regard it in relation to the dectrines of Syadvada and of
the Nayas.

Syadvada is frequently used as a synonym of Jainapravacana (e.g.
at a later date in the title of a. well-known exposition of the Jaina
philosophy entitled Sy@dvada-Ma#jari); and it is much boasted of as
the saving truth leading out of the labyrinth of sophisms. The idea
underlying the Syadvida is briefly this. Since the nature of Being is
intrinsically indefinite and made up of the contradictory attributesof
originating, continuance, and perishing, any proposition about an
existing thing must, somehow, reflect the indefinitenass of Being;
i.e. any metaphysical proposition is right from one point of view,

- and the contrary proposition is also right from another. There are,
according to this doctrine, seven forms of metaphysical propositions,
and all contain the word syat, e. g. syad asti sarvam, svad nasti sarvam.
Syat means ‘may be', and is explained by kathanicit, which in this
connexion may be translated ‘somehow’. The word syt here quali-
fies ths word asti, and indicates the indefiniteness of Being (or astitvam).
For example, we say, a jar is somehow, i.e. it exists, if we mean
thereby that it exists as a jar; but it does not exist'somehow, if we
mean thereby that it exists as a cloth or the like. v

The purposc of these seeming truismsis to guard against the
assumption made by the Vedantins that Being is one without a
second, the same in all things. Thus we have the correlative predi-
cates ‘is’, (asti) and ‘is not’ (ndsti). A third predicate is ‘inexpressible’
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(avaktavya), for existent and non-existent (sat and asal) belohg to the
same thing atthe same time, and such a coexistence of m@tually,
contradictory attributes cannot be expressed by any word in the
language. These thrée predicates variously combined make up the °
seven propositions or sapta-bhaitgas of the Syddvada. [ shall not
abuse your patience by discussing this doctrine at length; it is
enough to have shown that it isan outcome of the theory of indefi-
niteness of Being (anekdntavada), and to have reminded you that the.
Jainas believe the Syadvada to be the key to the solution of all -

metaphysical questions.

The doctrine of the Nayas which I mentioned before is, as it were,
the logical complement to the Syadvada. The nayas are ways of
expressing the nature of things: all these ways of judgement are,
according to the Jainas, one-sided, and they contain but a part of ‘the
truth. There are seven nayas, four referring to concepts, and three
to words. The reason for this variety is that Being is not simple, as
the Vedantins believe, butis of a complicated nature; therefore,
every statement and every denotation of a thing is necessarily in-
complete and one-sided; and if we follow one way only of expression -
or of viewing things, we needs must go astray.

Théte is niifhin'g in all this which sounds deeply $péculative; on
the contrary, the Jain theory of Being séemms to ‘Be & vindicatidh of
' common-sense against thé paradoxical speculations of the Upsanisuds.
It 15 also, but not Pritharily, ‘direéted against the Buddhistic 'tanet of
the trafisitoritiess of ‘all that e%ists. We cannot, howéver, say that
it exprdssly and comdciously combatsthe Buddhistic view, or thit'it
was forhitilited in ‘brdér to combat it. Aind 'this agrees wéll with
the 'historiéal facts, that Mabﬁvirh cime long aftér the driginal
Upamsads. but was‘a’ confcmporary of Buddha. He wis o’bhgéd
theeréfore, to fran’fé his systeim so as to exclude the, principles of
Brakianicil spec‘ulatxon, but his pdsition was a different éné with
régard to the newly proclaiined systém of Buddha.

| have not yet tbuched on the relation between Jain - philbsbt;iay
on the oné hand and SAnkhya-Yoga on the other. . We may expeet.
agreater community of ideas between these systems, ‘sihee buth
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originated in the same class of religious men, viz. the ascetics known
as the Sramanas, or, to use the more modern term, Yogins. As
regards the practice of asceticism, the methods and the aim of Yoga,
it has long been proved that the Yoga of Brahmans, Jainas, and
Bauddhas are closely related to each other, and there can be no doubt
that they have all developed from the same source. Butl am now
concerned only with those phijosophical ideas which have a con-"
nexion with ascetic practice and form the justification thereof.

Now the Sankhya view as to the problem of Being is clearly a
kind of compromise between the theory of the Upanisads and what
we may call the common-sense view. The Sankhyas adopt the
former with regard to the souls or purusas which are permanent and
without change. They adopt the latter when assigning to matter or
Prakrti its character of unceasing change. The Sankhyas contend
that all things besides the souls or purusas are products of the one
Prakrti or primaeval matter, and similarly the Jainas teach that
practically all things besides the souls or jivas are made up of matter
pudgala, which is of only one kind and is able to develop into every
thing. It will thus be seen that the Sankhyas and Jainas are at one
with regard to the nature of matter;in their opinion matter is some-
thing which may become anything. This opinion, it may be
remarked, seems to be the most primitive one; not only was it enter-
tained by the ancients, but also it underlies the universal belief of
transformation occurring in the natural course of things or produced

by sorcery and spells. Thisis a point I wish to make, that the
Sankhyas and Jainas started from the same conception of matter,
but worked it out on different lines. The Sankhyas teach that the
products of Prakrti are evolved in a fixed order, from the most subtle
and spiritual one (Buddhi) down to the gross elements, and this order
is always reproduced in the successive creations and dissolutions of
the world. The Jainas, on the other hand, do not admit such a
fixed order of development of matter (pudgala), but believe that the
universe is eternal and of a permanent structure. According to them
matter is atomic, and all material changes are really going on in the
atoms and their combinations. A curious feature of their atomic
theory is that the atoms are either in a gross condition or in a subtle

A
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one, and that innumerable subtle atoms take up the space of one
gross atom. The bearing of this theory on their psychology I shall
now proceed to point out But | must premise that the Jainas do not
recognize a psychical apparatus of such a complex nature as the
Sankhyas in their tenet concerning Buddhi, Ahamkara, Manas, and
the Indriyas, The Jaina opinion is much cruder, and comes briefly
to this. According to the merit or demerit of a person, atoms of a
peculiar subtle form, which we will call karma matter, .invade his
soul or jiva, filling and defiling it, and obstructing its innate faculties
The Jainas are quite out-spoken on this point, and explicitly say that
karman is made up of matter, paudgalikam karma. This must be
understood literally, not as a metaphor, as will be seen from the
following illustrations. The soul or jiva is extremely light, and by
itself it has a tendency to move upwards ( @#rdhvvgaurava ), but it is
kept down by the karma matter with which it is filled. But when

it isentirely purged of karma matter, at Nirvana, it goes upwards
" in a straight line to the top of the universe, the domicile of the
released souls. To take another example. The karma matter
within a soul may assume different conditions. It may be turbulent,
as mud in water which is being stirred; or it may be inactive, as
mud in water when it has settled at the bottom of a basin; or it may
be completely neutralized as when the clear wateris poured off after
the mud has been precipitated. Here again it is evident that karma
is regarded as a substance or matter, thouzh of an infinitely more
subtle nature than the impurities of water referred to in the illustra-
tion. As a third instance | will refer to the six Lesyas or complexions
of the souls, ranging from deepest black to shining white, colours
which we common mortals cannot perceive with our eyes. -This
doctrine was shared also by the Ajivikas, on whom Dr. Hoernle?
has thrown so much light. These colours of the soul are produced
on it by the karman which acts as a colouring substance. Here
also the material nature of karman is quite obv‘ious.

To return from this digression, the karma matter that enters the
soul is transformed into eight different kinds of karman, about which

|. Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, vol, L. pp, 259 sq.
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I shall have to say a word presently. This change of the one subs.
tance into eight varieties of karman is likened to the transformation
of food consumed at one meal into the several fluids of the body.
The karma matter thus transformed and assimilated builds up a
dubtle body, which invests the soul and accompanies it on all its
trafisrhigrations, till it enters Nirvina and goes up to the top of the
universe. This subtle body or k@rmanadarira is obviously the Jain
dounterpart of the swkgmadarira or lingaéarira of the Sankhyas'. In
order to understand the functions of this subtle body or karma-
nadarira, we must take a summary view of the eight kinds of karman
of which it is composed, The first and second (ji@ndvaraniya and
ti'giiéahﬁvafdtﬁya)‘ obstruct knowledge and faith, which are innate
fdculiieés of the soul or jiva; the third (mohantya) causes delusion,
éipecially the affections and passions; the fourth (vedaniya) results
in pléasure and pain; the fifth (@yuska) assigns the length  of life to -
the pérson in his present birth; the sixth (n@ma) furnishes him with
all that Belongs to him as an individual; the seventh (gotra) makes
Himn & ‘meriiber of the class or genus which he is to belong to; the
eighth (dntariya) produces hindrances to the realization of his virtues
&nd powers: Ea'éh of these eight kinds of karman endures for a
certain peériod, of varymg length, within which it must take its proper
effect. Then it is expelled from the soul, a -process which is called
fitrfara. The opposite process, the influx of karman into the soul,
is called @srava, a term well known to students of Buddhism. The
Gecasions for fisrava are the actions of the body and mind (yoga;
fidy opéh 4s it were an inlet for karma matter to invade the soul. If
Pzt sbulTs ih a State of iniquity, i.e. if the person under ‘considera-
ﬁdh does M6t possess right faith, or does not keep the commandmerits
vﬁz‘ta), ‘br is'careless in his conduct, or does not subdue his passions,
ifnen, 4 ‘all these cases, singly or collectlvely, especially ﬁn&er the
influence 4f the passions, the soul must retain the karma matter, or,
as the Jainas says, binds it (bandha). But the influx of karma mattér
or asrava can the prevented; this is called the stopping or samvara.

‘Thése primitive notions the Jainas have worked out into a philo-
‘sophical superstructure, which serves just as well as that of the

1. The Jainas recognize four different sabtle bodies; see Tattvirth, ii, 37 sq’
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Sankhyas (but on different lisies) to explain the problems of muny
dane existence and to teach the way of salvation. In order to make
this clear | must add a few more details.

Samvara is effected, i,e the influx of karma is prevented by the
observance of peculiar rules of conduct, by restraint of body, speech,
and mind by strict morality, by religious reflections, by indifference
to things pleasant or unpleasant, etc. The most effective means,
however, is the practice of austerities ({apas), which has this advan-
tage over the other means, that it not only prevents karma from
accumulating, but also consumes the accumulated karma. Tapas,
therefore, produces also nirjar® and leads to Nirvana; it is the chief
means of salvation, as might be expected in a religion of ‘ascetics.
The - denotation of the word ‘tapas’ in Jainism is somewhat
different from its usual meaning. There is tapas of the body (bdhya
tapas) and tapas of the mind (@bhyantara tapas). - The former consists
in fasting, "or eating scanty and tasteless food, in want of comfort
and in mortification of the flesh. The mental tapas contains various
items. as confession of sins and penance, monastic duties, obedience,
modesty, self-restraint and meditation (dby@na}. | wish to lay stress
on the fact that in the course of asceticism -taught by the Jainas
meditation is only one of many steps leading to the ultimate goal:
Though Nirvana is immediately preceded by the two purest stages
of meditation, yet all other parts of tapas appear of equal importance.
We shall see the singificance of ‘this fact more clearly, when we
compare the Jaina tapas with what corresponds: to it in Sankhya-
Yoga. Their Yoga contains some of the varieties of Jaina tapas;
but they are regarded as inferior to meditation or contemplation.
Indeed the whole Yoga centres in contemplation; -all other ascetic
‘practices are subordinated and subservient to contemplation—dharand,
dhyana and samadhz This is but natural in a s‘ystem “which ‘makes
the reaching of the ‘summum bonum dependent on ]uana, knqwlcdgc
The theory of the evolution of Prakrti, beginning with - Buddhi,
Ahamkara, and Manas, appears, to my mind, to ‘have been invented
in order to explain the efficiency of contemplation for acquiring
supernatural powers and for hberatmg the soul. Sankhy-Yoga is'a

" philosophical system of ascetic; but thelr asceticism has been mug }1

...... PaYss

refined and has become spzntuahzcd in a hlgh degree. * The asceti-
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cism of the Jainas is of a more original character; it chiefly aims
at the purging of the spul from the impurities of karman. Jainism
may have refind the asceticism then current in India; it certainly
rejected many extravagances, such as the voluntary inflicting of
pains; but it did not alter its character as a whole. It perpetuated an
older or more original phase of asceticism than the Brahmanical
Yoga, and carries us back to an older stratum of religious life i
which we can still detect relics of primitive speculation in the shape
of such crude notions as | have had occasion to mention in the
course of my paper, ‘

In conclusion I shall shortly touch on the third current of Indian
philosophical speculation, viz the philosophy of the Pandits which
is represented to us by the NyAya and Vaidesika systems. This
philosophy may be characterized as an attempt to register, to define,
and to arrange in systematic order the concepts and general notions
which are the common possession of all who spoke the Sanskrit
language. Such a philosophy had some attraction for the Jainas
who, as we have seen, always sided with common-sense views, and
in fact many Jainas have written on Nyaya and Vaidesika. But at
the time when the Jain system was framed, the Pandit, as we know
him in later times, had probably not yet become distinguished from
the Vedic scholar or theologian; it is almost certain that there was
- as yet no class of persons who could be called Pandits, and cons-
equently their philosophy also was wanting. And the tradition of
. the Jainas themselves says as much; for according to them the
Vaidegika system was founded by Chaluya Rohagutta, originally a
Jaina and pupil of Mahagiri, eighth Sthavira after Mahavira. Thus
we have no occasion to inquire into the relation between this system

and Jainism. Butit may be mentioned that the atomic theory which
is a marked feature of the Vaidesika, is already taught in outline by
the Jainas. As regards the Nyaya system, it is almost certainly later
than Jainism; for the dialectics and logic of the Jainas are of a very
-primitive character, and appear entirely unconnected with the
. greatly advanced doctrines of the Naiyayikas. : »

In conclusion let me assert my conviction that Jainism is an original
system, quite distinct and independent from all others; and that,
therefore, it is of great importance for the study of philosophical
“thought and religious life in ancient India.

——
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