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The Concept of Pramana in
Jainism : An Intreduction

NARENDRA KUMAR DASH

The present paper entitled “The concept of pramana in Jai-
nism : an introduction” consists of two parts. The former part
bears a detailed study on the definitions of pramana given by vari-
ous Jaina philosophers and the later part gives some elementary
informations regarding praivaksa and paroksa, the two pramanas acc-
epted by the Jaina logicians.

In Jainism the source of valid knowledge (prama) is technica-
lly called pramana and prama means right knowledge or true cogni-
tion o{ object, but p-ama is always true.2  Thouzh almost all the
schools of Indian philosophy admit that prama means, valid knowle~
dge still they differ regarding the validity of krowledge. while the
Naiyayikas 1egard tiue knowledge as true presentational knowledge
(tafvati tatprabara jnanam),3 the Bhatta Mimansikas hold that truth
of knowledge consists in non-contradictoriness; i. €. prama is defined
as uncontradicted knowledge whose object was not known before
(analhiza @).4 On the other hand, the Jaina philosophers suggest



2 [ THE JAINA ANTIQUARY

that judgmental knowledge which is other than doubt. error efc. is
true knowledge. 5 Thus Hemachandra (12th Century A.D,), the great
Jaina scholar suggests that right judgement about an object is called

prama. 6

True knowledge (prama) is generated through pramana and
therefore, pramana is usually rendered as : ‘Instrument of kuowledge
or ‘Authoritative evidences’. The Nyayavaritika of Udyotakara defines
it as : upalabdhi-hetuh pamanam i. €. pramana is a cause or condition
of knowledge or cognition. Tne pramana is, so to say, the window
of the mind, through which the objective world communicates its
existence to us,

The word pramana is derived from the roofvma (nd means to
measure’ DF. II, 53 along with the prefx ‘pra’. Then the suffix’(1)
vu (t) is added here in the serse of karana and the -yu- portion of
the suffix is changed to ‘-ana-’ by P. VII. 1, 1. Thus we get the
word pramana and the etimological sense of this very word suggests
that this is a standard authority of right knowledge (prama).

All the systems of Indian philosophy agree with the view that
pramana is the extraordinary means/ sadhana) of right knowledge, but
there are contradictory views regarding its characteristics. The
Nyaya Bhasya of Valsj;ayvna (3fd-4th Century A.D) suggests that
pramana is prior to that of prama and further he defines pramana as
the cause of apprehension objects The Buddhists explain it as unc-
ontradicted expsriegce; 9 the Mima~sakas opine that pramana is a
true knowledge of objects of which we have had no knowledge in the

past. 10 The Samkhya svstem of philosophy adds only a mental
modification to that of Mimansaba’s and calls it vrtti ot jnana. 11

The Jaina philosophers not only define the term pramana with
suitahle definitions; but they have refuted the views of other scl?o-
lars belonging to various systems of Indian philosophy to estgbhsp
their superiority. Thus Vadidev: suri (12th. Century A.D) in his
Syadva laratnakare explains the various definjtions of pramana which
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are discussed in the other schools of Indian philosophy and finally
rejects their views in a upper hand, 12 The other jaina thinker
Hemacandra (12th Century A,D.) also discusses the definitions given
by other schools of philosophy and ultimately rejects those with

sufficient logic 13

Akalanka, the famous Jaina logician during the last part of
7th Century A. D. opines that piamana is that which is uncontradi-
cted and which manifests the unknown objects. 14 Another Jaina
scholar of the first half of 8th Centuty A, D. says ; knowledge which
is self-revealing and object-revealing and which is free from cont-
radictions is called prcmana ViZ., pramanam sva-paravhasi badhavivarjitam
15 Manikyanandi (First half of 9th Century A. D.), a follower of
the great gcholar Akalanka, defines the very term pramana by using
the word *-gpurva-’ in the same sense as that of Akalarka’s. He says :
svapurvartha-vyavasayatmakam joanem pramanam. 16 Here the word
sva-seems to be taken from the definitiobn given by Siddhasena (See
note 15 above). Ancther jaina logician of 9th Century A, D., who
prepared a learned commenta:y on Umasvati’s Ta'/vartha-sutra Which
is called Tattvartha-sliokavarti:ka, Coes not support the view that the
objects should be unknown and therefore, he removes the words like
‘.anadhigata.’, “-avisamvadi-’ and ‘-apurva-’ etc. discussed above. He
simply says : svartha-vyava sayatmakam jnamam pramanam. 17- Further,
he also argues that the propositions given by others are useless. 18
This opinion of Vidyanandi is also supported by another great logic-
jan of 12th Century A.D.i e. vadideva Suri. 19 He defines the
term prama1ra as knowledge which reveals itself and its objects, and
which must be determinate. Viz ; sva-para-vyavasayi-jnanam pramanam.
20 Thus it may be concluded that the logicians of 9th Century A.
D. define the term as the determinate knowledge which reveals its-
elf and the unknown objects.
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Besides, Hemacandra (12th Cen;ury A. D.) in his Pramanami-

mansa Suggests that pramana is the knowledge which possesses that qu-
ality to determine truely the nature of the objects viz., samyagartha-
nirnayah praminam.2! This seems to be devoid of any error, Here
the word “-artha-’ has been included in the sense of object and the
word ‘-samyak-" has the sense of judgment. Thus samyak-nirnaya-
.means judgmental right knowledge which is apart from doubt,
error etc.

The definitions of pramana, given by prominent Jaina logicians
if studied carefully, then we may classilied those in two separate
groups The old Jaina philosophers suggest that knowledge is pra-
mana, which reveals itself and its objects; but Hemacandra does not
support this view and he argues that knowledge is self-revealing,
but it may not be identical with pramana, Further, he accepts that
knowledge which is self-revealing includes the false ones and thece-
fore, pramana may not be definied with the help of this self-reveal-
ness. Thus Hemacandra belongs to the second group.

The logic given by Hemacandra needs some discussion. If
there were no knowledge, there would be no activity directed tow-
ards objects, Knowledge has such type of power to lead to an acc-
eptance or rejection of things. In other words knowledge enables
us to reject the false ones and to accept the real ones. Thus pramana
ftself may be knowledge. In support of our view we may refe- to
Vadideva Suri. In his treatise he argues that pramana is knowledge,
because it gives us an opportunity to accept the acceptables and to
reject those which shoutd be rejected 22 Thus it may be said
that there is nothing which is not coming in the sphere of knowl-
edge.

11

In the history of Indian philosophy we haye seven different
views regarding the number of pramanas. The Carvaka system of
Philosophy recognises. Pgrception only and argues that all other
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means of knowledge which are accepted by other schools have no
validity, The Vaisesikas and the Buddhists opine that there are
twe pramanas i.e. Perception and Inference. The Somkhua system
adds veblal testimony to the Paisesion and thus they have three
pramanas The Naiyauvikos accept four means of knowledge ie.
Perception, Inferenee, Verbal Testumnny and Comparlson The
Pravakaras while recognise five pramana the Bhattas say that there are
six means of knowledge The view of Bhattas i3 also supported by
Vedontins. The Pauraniks, on the other hand; supe rcedes all the
schools and they add two more pramanas L0 that of Vedanta scho-
ol’s. 26 ‘

It may not be out of context to note that Vyomasiv carya (7th
Century A. D)) in his famous commentary called Vyomaval argues
that Vaisesibas have three pramanas along with the Verbal Testi-
mony 24 The jaina scholar Hemandra also supports Vyoma-
sivabarya and says: Pralua/@sa-numanyagamah Pramanani iti Vaisesikah. 25
Almost all the commentators ont he Vaisesika-sutras, except the
author of the Vyomavati commentary, admit that there are only two
Pramanas in the Vaisesika system of Philosophy. Prasastapada (4th
Century A D.) himself also believes two Pramanas, namely Percep-
and tion Inference, 26 Now it is interesting to marki hat Hemac-
handra ignoring all other scholars of Vaisesika school supparts only
Vyomasivararya. 1t may not be argued that Hemachandra was ign--
orant about the Vaisesibas, because Vadidera Suri, another Jaina
logician of 12th Century A, D. suggests that the Vaisesibas admit
both the two fold and three fold divisions of Pramanas. 27 Thus,

during the time of Hemachandra the view of Vyomasivacarya and
the view of other scholars of vaisesika school was popular among
the scholars and we have no reason why Hesmachandra follows the

former view only.

The Jaina Philosophers have only two Pramanas, but they are
unique in respzct of other systems of 1ndian Ph}lesep-hy 1‘hey have
accepted oaly two Pralyaksa. clear kng{eage aqd Baroktm oBscurc
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knowledge. Further, while all the otber Indian thinkers opine that
Perception is the prime cause of knowledge and therefore, it is the

Supreme cause, the Jainas simply reject this. 28

The great Jaina logician of 8th Century A. D. i e. Manikgan-
andi suggests that there are two Promanas in Jainism and says
lidvidhe:i (I1/1) and Pratpaksetarabhedatiti (11/2) Here Manikyanandi op-
ines that one is Praiyaksa and the second is other than that but Vadi-
deva Suri cleaily states that one is P;atyaksa and the second is Paroksa
viz. tad dvividham pratyaksam paroksam ceti, 30 This suggestion of
Vadideva is also supported by Hemacandra. In the Pramana-mimandsa
he gives two Sutrw in this regard, viz,, P,amanamdvedha (I, 1,9) and
Pratyaksam pratyaksam ca {, 1, 10), 31

The word “ca’ in the sutra PM, I, 1, 10 indicates that both Pr-
atyaksa and Paroksa have equal force and therefore, according to
Jains perception is not the head of other pramanas as accepted by
other Indian Philosophers. 32

Generally, almost all the Indian thinkers accept that perce-
ption is produced through sense organs; 33 but the old Jaina phil-
osophers suggest that the form pratyakasa is derived from aksa, me-
ans ‘self’; which knows all objects in space and time 34. Thus they
think that the knowledge, which is derived from self, is called prary-
aksa and that which is not derived from self, is called paroka 35.
Later on, the Jaina scholars like Akalanka, Prabhacandra (13th
Century A. D.) argue that the knowledge produced through sense
organs are also called pratyaksa and they termed it as samvyavaharika
pratyaksa Ot indriya pratyaksa. Thus the Jaina Philosophers accept two
kinds of pratyaksa i. €. the knowledge generated throogh self called
paramarthika prathykus Ot anindriya pratyksa, and the knowledge produc-
ed by sense organs called. samvyavaharika pratyksa Here the former
one is also termed as mukhya pratyaksa 36.

Now, the opinion of Hemachandra is noteworthy. He says
aksa means cither self or sense organs 37, and thus both the mukhya
pratyaksa and the smpayavaharika pratyaksa are accepted by him. Amo-
ng these two, if we accept the ordinaty sense of the word mukhya in
h: formzr one, it may be said that the former one is superior to
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the latter. Though the Jains accept the knowledge -which is produ-
ced by sense organs as pratyaksa, still the superiority is only that which
is produced directly in the sel{, and the sensuous knowedge is pratyaksa
in common practice or in the ordinary sense, but the real pralyoksa
is the former one. Though both of them are direct knowledge, still
the former one is direct in one sense and the latter one is direct in
another sense.

It is an accepted theory that Perception generates clear know-
ledge and the Jains are not apart from this theory. In this conne-
ction Akalanka’s opinion is noteworthy. He aays: pratyaksa visadam
means, that what is clear is prathaksa. This is also supported by the
other Jaina logicians like Manikya® andi 38. Vadideva Suri”39. and
Hemachandra 40. Since prafyaksa is regarded as clear knowledge,
paroksa, which is a separate means of valid cognition is defined as

obscure knowledge, as against clear knowledge, and therefore, Hema-
candra opines : avisadam paroksamiti 41.

Thus in Jainism we have dusl means of valid cognition, and
the valid coganition is also devoid of doubt, error etc.

Address :~-
Narendra Kumar Dash
Senior Reseasch Fellow,

Dept. of Sanskrit,
Visva Bharati University,
Santiniketan-731 235
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Samiti and its importance

in life
Vidyavaridhi Dr. M, S. Prachandia

M A. Phd. D. Litt
(Hony Director Jain Sodh Academy)

The expression ‘Jain’ has been used for him who has faith in
the Shraman school. "Jin’ is the root word which means the cong-
uerer. One who brings under control all his Karmas is Jin’. The
follower of ‘Jin’ are knownas ‘Jain’. Thereare Twenty four ‘Jinas’
who had preached Jainism all the time for the welfare of the hu-
man beings. Among the important teachings of Thirthankaras
‘Samiti’ is very important item,

To make one’s life pure and prosperous there is a philosopli-
cal term ‘Samiti’ to follow. 1 would rather like to write a few
words abhout its importance. Samiti means carefulness. Carelessness
in daily routine invites unnecessary miseries and botherations in
one’s life. By observing ‘Samiti’ one can breathe gladly and let
breathe others too.

Careful movement, careful speech, careful eating. careful
placing and removal of things and careful evacuation of excrement
are the fiue kinds of samiti to be observed as.



12 ] THE JAINA ANTIQUARY

GEQITHANIIAT GEAINIGT AT GEAFK 1
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Let us think over on the said kinds of samiti in brief.

CAREFUL MOVEMENT

We should always be careful before moving to and fro. This
practice secures the life of poor worms, imsect etc on the way and
keep us away from all types of accidents too. By lack of care~
ful movement people of to day are facing unexpected events and
damage their golden hours of lives for nothing.

CAREFUL SPEECH

Never loose in talks. Loose speaker is always looked down in
the society. Hardand high speech pinches others for nothing. unn-
ecessary speech picks up gqnarrel and misunder standings togather.
therefore this type of samiti teaches us not to speak irrelevent
and always be careful in our speech.

CAREFUL EATING
Man is vegetarian by nature. un fortunately the evil habit of

eating animal food is on the increase, spreading far and fast in
India. Tt looks as if we live to eat, and not that we eat to live.
When ever wa2 meet a friend some thing is as a rule offered and a
refusal is considered rude. No body ever thinks, what we should
eat or drink how many times and 'at what hours in the day or night.
The consequence of non-vegetarian and irregular diet is distress,
discontent, desease and death. Medical opmnion is clearly against
it. Therefore we should always particular about cur diet,

Careful eating Samiti prescribes a very simple vegetarian diet
in sun-rays to keep us away from unnecessary troubles.

CAREFUL PLACING AND REMOVAL OF THINGS.

An illiterate person does not know the consequence of placing .
or removal of things carelessly . An account of this, type of
illeteracy taxes human beings for nothing. This kind of samiti
prescribes the method and recommend to be coutious alert before

placing and removal of things.
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CAREFUL EVACUATION OF EXCREMENT

‘'We generally discharge urine even on the road, this practice
dirtifies the locality and spreads disease. Carelessness of evacua-
tion of excrement causes in the increase of many insects and worms,
Therefore there is a recommendation of this kinds of samitito
discharge excrete-material [urine and motion] at the place where no
location of tiny creatwures are available,

By observing these Samities we can live a hale and happy lifc
as well as provide facalities to others to have a prosperous and plea-
sant life,

Mangal Kalash _
394, Sarvodaya Nagar
Agra Road, Aligarh
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Brief Academic Biogra-
phy of R.,C.Gupta

Born in 1935 at Jhansi (U.P.) R.C. Gupta had his higher
education at the Lucknow University, From there he passed M Sc.
(Math.) examination in 1957 securing First position in order of
merit for which he was awarded the Devi Sahay Mishra Gold
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awarded Ph. D by the Ranchi University in 1971 for a thesic in
this field In 1986 he got honorarv docterate from the World Univ-
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ics, Dr. Qupta has already toured Fnoland Germanv. Canada and
U S A. He has delivered sco-ee of l-cturec and nresided over some
scientific sessions. He has life-membershin of ahout twodozen
Jearned societies. He continues to work on ancient Indian Mat-
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‘Bawanmgaja’ Tallest
Statue in the world,

M. M. Verma
It is 150 Km, away from Indore (M.P.) and is situated over
the beautiful Vindhya Range, this statiue of the 1st Teerthankar
Lord Rishabhdeva is the tallest in the world.

Choolgiri is the name by which this holy place is wellknown
and this is the highest mountain range of Vindhyachal and Satp-
ura, It is said that Raja Arkkirti got this huge stone figure carved
out from one pisce of stone which is brown in colour. Bhattarak
Yati Madan Kirti. a scholor of 12th century, has mentioned in one of
his manuscripts Shasan Chatustrishika about this image and there-
fore this huge statue is supposed to be about thousand year old,

There are many other statues over the Choolgiri Hills and
they were repaired by Bhattarak Ratna Kirti in V.S, 1560. Again in
V.S. 1979 this 84th high statue is known to have been painted by
thin coat of locally made puce adhessive emulsion and gradually
stair were constructed to facilitate the pilgrims inthe performancea
of ‘Panchamrit-Abhishek’ but the upkeep and maintenance of this
marvelous piece of ancient stone work has been very poor and as
such sufficient damage has been done to warrant immediate repairs
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pieés “bt"a’ﬁdéﬁt‘ stone work 7has'been 1\}2{ng§6§ aﬂd as-such suffi-
cient damiage has been déiﬁe’“fo'?derzi'i:itti%nieﬂ‘iat,e repairs. A mas—
ter plan has béen now prepared under “the leadership of All India
Dignfbar ‘Jain Tirth kshetfa Commitfee f,;'nji NeAxpelr.A_t guidance of
Padmshree R.N. Sengupta, Retired 1ljfr_tij:t,cil' ’,Gene;\ral of Arche-
ology, Govt. of Indfa and on the spot inspection and study of the
Colour job was made by Shri Ashok Jain, President All India
Tirthkshetra Committee and leaders of Indore Barawani Samaj.
Sri Senguputa has presented a number of practical suggestions for
removing the old painted emulsion and putting up chemical treat—
ment under expért guidence for restoring the huge image to its
original condition and also to remove the new construction around
the images which was made in V.S. 1979 for ‘Punchamrit-Abishek.’

It is also sqggested that ‘Punchamrit Abhisek’ should be
performed once a year, and thal new walls should be eonstructed
to strengthen the hillock over which the image is standing.

Shri Babulal Pataudi who is convenor of the Jirnodhar Samiti
is reported to have said that first stage of repair work would be
completed by the year 1989. In the year 1990 ‘Maha-Mastikabhi-
shek function would be organied on a grand scale which is expected
to attract about 5 Lakhs pilgrims, ’

The entire master plan is based ona budget expenditure
amountipg to Rs one crore. Ample space for aecomolating the
pilgrims is going to be constiucted, A school and a hostel for the
education of the Adivasi children of the area will also be constructed
and Madhya Pradesh govt. is being approched to cooperate in the

project,

It is certain, after the compeletion of the project place is
going to attraet tourists from all over the world besids a large
pamber of pilgrims, who naturally come ts perform religious rites,

We are giving below a detailed measurement of this 84ft high
statue of ‘Lord Rishavdeo jee’.
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84ft,

29ft. 6 inches
46f¢t. 4 inches
26ft.
13ft. 9 inches
3ft. 11 inches

oft. 8 ,,
171t. 6,
Sft. "

Devashram. Ariah



News and Reviews

— Arvind Kumar

—Acharya Kundkund Prize-was given away by India’s ex-vice
President Dr. B. D, Jatti at Mahavir College Kolhapur on Jan. 20,
1990. Prizes carry cash award of Rs. 5000/-- and has been awarded
to Dr. Hem Chand Jain, Karanja, Dr. Vilas Sangwy. Kolhapur.
Dr, Nirmal Kumar, Phaikuloy [Sholapur] Pt Dev Kumar Shastri
(Moodbidri) Dr. Subhas Akkodey (Jaysingpur) Dr. B. K. Khadbaddi
(Sankeshwar) Dr. M. P. Magnigar (Poona) Dr.S. K. Dharmraja
(Delhi) & Dr. Aditya Prachandiya (Aligarh),

—Arrah (Bihar) Jan. 1990. Acharya Kundkund Jayanti was
celebrated at Chandra Prabhu temple after a Shobhayatra, Dr.
Rajaram Jain & Dr, Vidyavati Jain were honoured for their Joint
editorship of a Hindi publication viz. Acharya Kundkund. Later
Dr. Rishabh Fouzdar spoke onm life & philosphy of the Acharya.
Prof. Rakendra Jain conducted the proceedings.

—Dugarpur 9th May 1990, Pujya Acharya Sri Ajit Sagar Jee
Maharaj has attained Samadhimaran and his dead body was burnt
to ashes according to full rites prescribed in religous scriptures.
Pujya Acharyaji was 4th in line of succession as Pattadhish of Char-
itra Chakravarti Puiya Shanti Sagarjee Maharaj being the first
guru. Arrah Jain 3amaj and Bhawan Parivar eonvey their most
respectfull homage to Acharya Shri.
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- VACHAN-- -The first Jain Journal dedicated to Science,
Mathematics, Geography and Astrology now publishes its March
199) issue being the 2nd issue of ils 2nd year of publication. There
are 6 articles in English (1) Jain Astronomical Text. belonging to
the Pre-Siddhantik period of Ancient India (2) Jain Eras and their
Chronology (3) Bio Chemistry of violence (4) Resemblance of Indian
Japanese and Chinese Mathematics (5) History of medevial Jainism
in Telgu-desh (6) Sri Behuvalaya of Kumudendu. their Chronology.
This would be of interest to thoge intrested only in English.

It is good that the Magazine which is being published every
3 months has a dedicated editor-Sri AnupamgJain, Asst Lecturer of
Mathemat:cs of Government College Sarangpur 465 697. Such
research magazines are difficult to run without one like him and also
without enough financial support from publishers which in this case
is forth coming from Sri Deo Kumar Singh Jee Kasliwal of Kund-
kund Gyanpith 84 M.G Road Tukoganj, Indore (M. P.) 452 001, India
as also from valued advertisers. Printing and paper cost have gone
up tremendously and it is therefore that the price of each volume
has been fixed at Rs. 100/- Let us hope that the Madhya Pradesh
Govt manages to help and order for copies of this very useful
journal to be subscribed by all Colleges and Schools and Libraries,
otherwise not even 100 people can willingly subscribe such a journal
because very few can understand and enjoy such journals. In most
casés the publishers send complimentary copies to most of the Scho-
lars,” who can enjoy reading such journals and in return may be
pleased to send good articles for publication,

We wish this journal a very long life. This issue has 13 art-
icles 6in English and the resf in Hindi which are non the less useiul,
Rather they are very learned ones dealing in Jain Eras, Geography,
Karam and Mathematics, Editorial Board is impressive, —S. K-

RAIDHU G RANTHAWALI PART-II

—— —— . —— — — — —

Satna 11.4.90 Pt. Jagan Mohan Lal Shastri perfermed the»
inauration ceremony of Raidhu Granthawli Part 11, edited for
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the first time by Dr. Raja Ram Jain, Arrah and published by Jeevraj
Granthmala, Sholapur.

On this occasion Dr. Sanghi Director of Sahu Sodh Sasthan,
Kolhapur expressed sorrow that these high cost expensive books
have very few purchasers and hence the Granthmala is incurring
heavy losses He appealed to every body to take a vow to purchase
Jain literaturre of atleast Rs. 560/- every year to help in the sale
and publication of unpublished Jain literature.

Dr. Rajaram Jain was highly complimented for his contribu-
tion in the field of Jain literature by Pt. Manik Chand Chavre, Dr.
Kasturchand Kashliwal and Pt Jaganmohan Lal Shastri.

ACHRYA VARDHMAN SAGARIJI

New Delhi 16-5-90 The Acharya was installed the 5th Ach-
ary: in line of sucession after the sad demise of Acharya Sti Ajit
Sagar Maharaj. It should be noted that Acharya Sri Pujya Santi
Sagarji.was the 1st Acharya of the Sangh.

PRAKRIT VIDYA, (HINDI)

Editor Dr. Premchand Suman, published by Prakrit Adhyayan
P-achar Kendra. Udaipur.

We have in our hand Jan-March, 90 i.e. Vol 1/4 issue of this
new and attractive Journal. It is dedicated to Acharya Kundkund’s
2000 year of his birth celebration. This is Acharya Kundkund
Visheshank (special number), It contains 8 good and valuable
articles by reputed scholars. This journal is basically a quarterly on
Prakrit studies and cultural values and deserves to be on the shelves

~ of all libraries and Colleges, specially those which are working in
the field of Jainism, Prakrit and Sanskrit.

MAHAMASTAKABHISHEK

Karkal Karhatzik April 15-After a gap of 28 years the Maha-
mastikaBhishek was performed of 42 ft high Bhagwan Bahubali
The new Bhattarak Sri Lalit Kirtiji made good efforts for the great
event.

ASIAN JAIN CONFERENCE

Sigapore-4th March 1990, Led by Muni Sri Sushil Kumar,
the Asian Jain Conference was successfuly held here on the 3rd and
4th of viarch. Steps were taken to proprogate the tenents of Jainism
both among the Jains living outside India and also amongt lovers of

Ahimsa



Babu Prabhudas Ji Memorial Article.13

Babu Prabhu Das Ji founder of Prabhu Das

Pariwar (Dynasty)
- J. K. Jain

Babu Prabhudasji, grandfather of Babu Deo Kumar was born
at Benares in the year 1813 A, D. His father was Sri Ganeshl Lalji,
8on of Sri Mavasilal ji, who had migrated from Sahjadpur (U.P.)
to Benares in the year 1800 A D.

He got his house constructed and lived at Benares at Bhadaini
Ghat on the bank of the majestic Ganga and also purchased a few
other properties in the year 1815,

Prabhudasji was married in 1830 and came in ¢lose contact
with poet and- saintly person Kavi Vrindavan who had migrated
from Arrah. They stiedu Jain scriptures and discussed for preserva-
tion of Mannscripts and temples and also other aspects of Jainology.
They lived a religious life. Vrindavanji wasa born poet and he
wrote several poems and devotional songs which soon became pop-
ular in the eatire Hind: belt among the ‘Srawakas’who visited Jain
temples to> pray and periorm pujas,
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Prabhudasjf got the inspiration and he also started composing
devotional poems. One such poetie work Dudharas Katha written in
his own hand is avaiiable in the Jain Sidhant Bhawan Library. This
was later printed in the Jain Siddhant Bhasker & Jain Antquary.
Thereafter he came in touch- with the famous poet Vinodi Lalji of
Sahjadpur during his visit to the old city of his fore fathers. This
contact enhanced his interest in hand written Jain manuscripts,
which were not being cared and were getting destroyed every
where. He started collecting such ancient manuscripts at Sahjadpur
and continued doing so during his pilgrimage to Kaushambi and
elsewhere.

He was agrieved to find this holy place littered with ancient
pieces of antiquity. The village kids even sold them to visitors for
a paisa each. He put the holy earth on his fore head. and vowed
for it renovation which was known as the birth pace of the
sixth Tirthankar Lord Padma Prabhu and the kingdom of ancient
Vats-Desh, which covered Prayag (modern Allahabad).

Subsequently, he went on a pilgrimage on foot to Phaphosa
(Prabhas Giri , a small hill 8 miles away where Lord Padma Prabhu
spent years in penance and attained Kewal-Gyan (full knowledge).
He collected some uncared and damaged manuscripts while he was
going through the villages of Champaha bazaar, Pali and Garhwa
enroute Phaposa.

There efter he came to Arrah along with poet Brindaban. He
had in his mind to visit Patna, Pawapuriji, Rajgrih, Gunavaji, Kun-
-dalpur (Nalanda) and then to Parasnath. He was a person who
immediately set upon doing things which he decided to do. During
his Journey to ail these Holi places he went asking the Jain families
every where to take good care for the preservation oi the ancient
manuscripts and save them from decay and damage Many people
took the vow and started safe-guarding these valuable manuscripts
but those who could not do it, handed over their manuscripts to
him. This bzcame the starting point 160 year ago. of the movement

* for safe-guarding and preservation of ancient Jain manuscripts,
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He become the moving spirit which ultimately inspired 73
year later his grandson Deo Kumar Ji resulting is the establishment
of «ri Jain Sidhant Bhawan in 1903 A.D

Babu D=0 Kumar Ji had the same interest for preservation of
Jain manuseripts and he made it an all India Movement travelling
all over South India mostly an bullock carts and on foot, where-
ever the Railways were not available and then to Bombay and north

- India back to Arrah when he fell serjously ill and died at Calcutta
in 1908 when he was on'y 31 -

Babu Prabhudas an his return from his pilgrimage of holY
places is Bihar"and Uttar Pradesh shifted from Varanasi to Arrah

In 1834 he started repair work of the famous Kaushambi

. temple. His studies were multi-lingual, Besides Hindi, he knew
. Sanskrit, Urdu & Persian very well and his interest in manuseripts
kept him busy is his studies.

In 1835 he shifted to Arrah and at the age of 24 took the vow
of taking food only once in 24 hours and that also after performing
‘poojas’ and this he unflinchingly followed this vow till his death.

In the mean time he came is close touch with Pt. Parmeshthi
Sahay and Pt Jagmohan Dasji both scholars of Arrah and had con-
tact with Pt, Sadasukhji a noted Pandit of Jaipur.

Babu Kuar Singh was a famous Zamindar of Arrah district
distinguished for his valour and anti English leanings Prabhudasji
became friendly with him and even visited his princely head quarter
at Jagdishpus, in the year near about 1842. He procured a gift of
land at Arrah ¢in the name of Lord Chandra Prabhu, ldols in this
temple mention Ara as Aramnagar. lLater Prabhudas Ji got his 1st
daughter Kundan- Bibi married to Keshardasji, son of Pra dumana
Kumarji. :

He met Bhattarak Jinendra Bhushan in 1851 and took a vow
from him to construct 6 Jain temples. Sometimes later he brought
pre fabricated stone temples for construction at Kaushambi, Pali.
Sahjadpur Bhadaini (Kenaras) and (Chandrawati and got constru-
cted a Shantinath temple over his residential house at Arcah, He

- got work started at the above six places one by one as vowed by him

He also got D,aramsalas construcied at Kaushambi. Cha .drawati
- and Bhadaini.
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The palace like Dharmshala at Bhadaini on the bank of Holy
Ganges, adjacent to his residential house, now houses the femeus
syadvad Sanskrit Maha Vidalaya founded by his grandson Deva
Kumarji and the famous saint Ganesh Prasad Ji Varni.

He performed Panch Kalyanak Pratishtha at Bhadaini (Var-
anasi) in 1863 under the guidance of Bhattarak Rajendra Bhushan
of Gwalior, later in the year 1874 he tooke over charge of the fam-
ous and most coveted place of pilgrimage fer Jain Samed Sikherji
Parasnath from Bhattarak Rajendra Bhushanji This very year he
married his only son Chandra Kumarji te chegan Bibi nice of
Babu Bachu Lalji of Munshi-khana of Lala Shahkar Lalji. This
last funchion ‘he performed frcm his newly gcquired princely house
now famous as ‘Devashram.’

He died in the the year 1877 at the age of 64 leaving tehind a
large family, including four son-in-laws, a som, a daughter-in-law
and a grandson-Babu Dev.Kumar who was born in same year on the
7th of March and, of course a large Zamindary property and a
number of house properties, temple and Dharmshala at various places.
Last but not the least he left behind a large number of friends and
relatives to mouin his death including a sacied bogey. of religious
and charitable out look of life which. isv‘still:gber_ished by his very
large number dicendants.. spgeadi;jg over.a dozen places.



Babu Prabhudas Ji Memorial Article-14
Chronlogical Life history of Babu Prabhu Das Ji
(1813-1876 of Arrah

| By
Vidushi Ratna Pt. Brajbala Devi

Translated by—Smt. Usha Kumari M.A

(He was the grand father of Babu Deo Kumar Jain and it was
he who started collecting old manuscripts in the year 1832 AD.
These were the manuscripts stocked in several boxes which Babu
Deo Kumar ji donated and laid the foundation stone of Sri Jain

Siddhant Bhawan in the year 1901 A. D. and there-after built up
this great Institution).

1857 V.S. (1800 A.D.)

Lala Mawassi Lalji grandfather of Babu Prabhudasji left
Sahjadpur (U.P.) along with his three sons Sri Ganeshi Lalji, 8ri
- Mithoo Lalji and Sri Ram Lalji and settled at Varanasi with his
family. At one time there were a large number of Jains and Jain

temples in the town of Sabjadpur, but with the change of times it
did not remaned so, nor did it even remain a Trade Centre.

1859 V.S. (1803 A. D)

In this year was born Prabhudasji the first son of Shree
Ganeshi Lalji.
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1872 V.S, (1815 A. D.)

Pevered father, Shri Ganeshi Lalji had acquired land and

house at Bhadaini, Varanasi on the bank of river Ganga.
1889 V.S. (1832 A. D.)

(i) Babu Prabhudasji wens to his ancestral place at S8ahjadpur
and collected the ancient idols scattered among the historical ruins
of Kaushambi the capital of the old ‘Vatsa Desh’ near village Kosam
on the bank of Yamuna. After sometime he installed them in his
Jinalaya situated in Mohalla Mahajan Toli at Arrah.

(ii) He came in close contact with the famous poet Vinodi
Lalji of Sahjadpur. '

1891 V.S, (1834 A.D.)

He began the repairs of Kaushambhi, Garhwa. He continued
the difficult task of collecting ancient manuscripts and pictures and
- keeping them well maintained. The work of religious studies and
meditation had been going on. He kmew Sanskrit, Hindi, Urdu
& Persian languages and of reading and study of literature in these
languages continued.

1892 V.S, (1835 A.D.)

He took overthe work of the Arrah branch of the Trading
firm Dulhinji Kothi. By filing an appeal on his own cost for the
realisation of one lac of rupees in a court of law against a vanquished
and abandoned case of a friend and realising the amount, Babu
Prabhudasji gained tremendous fame by returning that money to
his friend after deducting only the mere expenses of the suit.

1893 V.8, (1836 A. D.)

Babu Prabhudasji took upon himsef the penace of a single
meal at the young and tender age of 24 years only and observed this
vow uninterruptedty for the next forty years of his life. He als»>
observed the principle of taking his meal only ofter performanc:
of elabrate worship and Piya He fcllowed this rule also with
devotion all his life During this very period there were two scholarly
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poets at Arrah, Pt. Parmeshwari Sahay and Pt, Jagmohan Das, who
remained engaged in studying and writing classical works of Jainol-
ogy. About them. Dt Nemi Chand Shash'i has written (in Tt ithankar
Mahavir Part 4 Page 305) by which it is learnt that Parmeshtbi
Jee had sent his work ‘Artha Prakashika’ to Pt. Sadasukhji, resident
of Jaypur who was a well-known expert on the subject.

_ The work of Pt. Jagmohan Lalji under the caption Dharm-
ratnodyot ‘had been published already under the editorship of Pt.
Pannalalji Bakliwal. These two personalitics can not be separated
‘from the history of Hindi Jdin literature.

1896 V.8. (1839A.D.)

From hisfirst wife the only ‘daughter Kundan Eibi was born
who was -married: to Sri Keshar Dasji, son of Babu Pradyumna
‘Kumar a Rais of Arrah. In this very year Sri Pradyumna Kumar
‘Ji-got built the famous Sri Chandra Prabhu temple at Arrah. The
freedom fighter Babu Kunwar Singh had donated Iand. The worth
seeing idols of Yaksha and Yakshini Jwalamaliniw ere also in stalled
here. The name ‘Aram Nagar’ has also been found engraved in
the idols instead of ‘Arrak Sahar.

1907 V.5. (1850 A.D)

Babu Prabhudasji began purchasing Zamindari at Arrah The
work of research and studies of Sanskrit and Hindi manuscripts
were continued by him. He himself also was a writer and imparted

religious instructions to his sons and daughters. Much of his time
were devoted to prayer and worship. During journeys he kept tied
round his neck alittle gold idol kept in a small case so that the rule
(Vrata) of his taking food only once a day and only after prayer and
WOrkhip, might never be broken. That litile cherished (Manogya)
idol is still available, He got his clothes washed at home. He daily
got oil massaged and kept a limited use of dresses.
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1908 V.S, (1851 A. D)

The well known Bhattarak Jitendra Bhushan of Gwalior
Gaddi made Babu Prabhudasji accept the task of building temples.
When he expresed his inability, Jitendra Ji said, ‘accept the task;
good work should :urely be completed.

1910 V.S, (1853 A.D.)

He got built a big Dharmshala and Ghat near his residence
on the bank of the Ganges at Bhadaini and the Manogya temple of
the Tirthankar Supareas Nath Prabhu in the hallowed memory of
the birth place of the God. Even today that Ghat is called Prabhudas
Jain Ghat. His grandson Deco Kumar Ji established the Syadwad
Mahavidyalaya at this very place in course of time.

1912 V.S. (1855 A.D)

He got the investiture ceremoney of the Bhadaini temples,
Varanasi performed on the 5th Sudi (Moonlit date) Sunday evening
during Revati Nakshatra along with all his three brother’s Shri
Arhantdas, Shri Jineshwar Das and Shri Muneshwar Das. The engr-
aved writing on the stone is printed in the 41-1 number of the Bha-
skar of June 1988. He had already came in contact with the Free-
dom fighter Veer Kunwar Singh. He had given his coopration to
the best of his ability in the fight for freedom, before 1857, and
also during the struggle, like a friend.

1915 V.S (1858 A.D.)

In this year his son Babu Indra Kumarji was born by second
wife. He had three daughters also by her, two of whom were mar- '
ried at Arrah and the third at Chhapra. The three were named
Manno Bibi, Kanno Bibi, and Chhanno Bibi.

1918 V 8 (1865 A. D)

The story of Dudharas composed and hand written in verse
by the scholar Prabhu Dasji in 11 Pages and 58 stanzas (Chaupaiyan)
is found in the issue of Baishakh Sudi 9 Sambat 1918 Friday which
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is abailable in the Bhawan. It has beenpu blished in the December
1988 issue of the Jain Sidhanta Bhaskar. Tt is believed that there
are other poetical works also of Pt. Prabhu Dasji.

1919 V,S. (1862 A. D.)

He brought chiselled stones of the same shape at Kaushambi,
Pali, Phaphosa and Chandrawati. He began the work of the reno-
vation of Kaushambi (Garhwa) and of building new temples He
purchased land for the construction of a temple at Pali. The work
of the construction of the Kaushambi temple and the Dharmshala
was completed later on by his son Babu Chandra Kumarji. The
foot-wear (CHARAN-PADUKA) in the old temple of Padam
Prabhu Bhagwan dates back to Sambat 1600.

1920 V.S (1863 A.D)

After constructing a big steepite-bouned temple on the roof
of his residential house in Mahajan Toli at Arrah, he got installed
about a four-foot high Khadgason idol of Tirthankar Shanti Nath.
He had also been influenced by the teachings of Bhattarak Raje-
ndra Bhushan belonging to the thirteenth generation of the Gwalior
Dynasty: He established many ancient statues collected from the
ruins of Kaushambi and from many other places. He safely prese-
rved the aneient manusrcipts collected by himself,

1927 V.S. (1870 A. D.)

He established a Chaityalaya of the Tirthankar Shital Nath
at the top of his new building at Mahadeva the present Devashram.
Me sfarted living at this very place.

1930 V.8. (1873 A, D.)
The younger brother of Babu Prabhw Dasji, Babu Jineshwar

Pasji looked after the work of litigation etc. He had no issue.

1931 V.8, (1874 A. D)

Bhattarak Rajendra Bhushan Ji of the samé Gwalior- Gaddi
handeo over the affairs of the firsttete managing commi of Sri
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Sammed Shikhar, in the charge of Babu Prabhu Dasji. His son
Chandra Kumarji was married to Chengan Bibi, the cousin sister of
8ri Bachchu Lal Jain of Munshi Khana, Arrah. big oil painting bor-
trait of Chengan Bibi is still beuantifying the Bhawan. The photo-
graphs (picture) of Babu Prabhu Dasji, his brothers, his son Chan-

dra Kumar, and his second grand son Dharm Kumarji are not tra-
sceable.

1933 V.8, (1877 A. D.)
Babu Prabhu Das;ji left for his heavenly abode at the age of 64

<
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- BOOK-REVYIEW
Name of the Magazine — Jain Digest, Year- 1
Volume — 3, June[July 1990
* Editors — Sh.I C Jain 'Retd.1A S))
» - Smt. Ravindra Singhvi
* —  _ Bhupal Sood
Editorial Office - Muni Kumud Kumar Centre

of Jain Culture 1619/6-B,
Uldhanpur NavinShahdara,

Delhi 110032,

This is latest edition of a good magazine and it has been fai-
rly well done. All the articles are good and informative . §3With
the growing demand of books and periodicals in the English langu~
age due to the awakening among the Jain settlers in England, Can-
ada, and U 5.A, to the necessity of imparting knowledge of Jainism
to the coming generation in foreign countries, any English Journal
on Jainsm which can attract the young people in foreign countries
will be widely welcomed. I will advise the publishers to get in touch
with the Jain centres in England, Canada & America. I wish this
new Journals all success. —(s8.K. 1)



Boole—Revzew 4
Structure and thctlons

of soul in Jainism. |
Writer t=—Dr. S. C. Jain Price Ra. 20[- only

Itis a Bhaféiiyal nanapith Publication. This book had the
distinction of having emenint Scholars-Siddhantacharya Pt, Kailash
Chandji Shastri and Dr Jyoti Pt Ji Jain as General Editors.

They are no more. This book has to be introduced to the
scholars and students alike, It will be upusual but nothing better

can be written about this book than what has been written by very
able General Editors as under : —

Philosophy is an enquiry into the nature of life and of exist-
ence; and this way of dealing with reality depends on the exercise of
thought and reason Since the dawn of human civilization, nume-
rous thinkers, in different time and climes, have applied themselves
to solvmg the riddle of the universe, to unraveling the mystesy of
“existenée and to explammg what life really is. Consequently, we
“have quite a good number of schools of philosophical thought, of,
ten contradictory or wxdely divergent, such as Nihilism, M aterjalism
Spiritualism, Idealism, Realism, Neutralism, Sensationalism, Asso¢m

ationism, Structurism, Monism, Dualism, Pluralism, Absolutis~ i
Nonabsolutism and so on. p
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In the midst of this conglomeration of philosophies stands
out the Jaina system which starts with the scientific postulate ex ni-
hilo nihifit, and is thus grounded in reality. It may look strange,
that although it is a very accient Indian system, 1t is highly peculi-
arly consistent with modern realism and modern science. Since it -
establishes the existence of soui and matter as the two separate, dis-
tinct, independent and immutable entities, it is often described as
a dualism or dualist realism, Again, since each of the two catogories
comprises infinite individug} entities, the system may also be called
a realistic pluralism. The fact that every real is dynamic owin
the co-presez *ncemqﬁcbwgi{pem e&ﬂ;‘"&y@q &
of a realistic dynamism ~ Morever, since an absolute unqualified
affirmation of existence is no&mo DEME‘Y wigh th¢ pature 0? rea-
lity, the Jaina phnlosophy affirms t pdss1Bxl|ty of dxvcrse attnbu—
tes in a unitary entity, which,fact characterises the system as a non-
absolutist one  Position and negation are obtained simultaneously
ip.a real, wherefore unqualified existence or non-existence is meani-
nglsss; unless qualified by proper context, not only for ‘the sake of
predication but also foc the sake of existence. The Syadavada logic
helps a clear grasp of the truth which is Anekantic (non- absolutist)

“in lts essence, ‘and with its powerful organ, the seven-combinational
mode of predlcatlon it enabled the Jaina philosopher to avoid ado-
pting philosophical extremes I,ke the pihilism of the Buddhists and
the absolute monism of the Vedantists and to steer c.car of the sha-
llow realism of the Charvakas and the ludicrous idealism of the
Nyayavadins. .

The soul being the terminus a quo as well as the terminus ad-
quem of his pursuit, the Jaina philosopher goes en to explore at
length its structure and its varied function, hence incidentally its
relationships with matter, where in lie the roots of the Jaina doctrine
-of Karma, the soul’s efforts to shake off the Karmic shackles and
attain llberatlon, the state in which the pure and perfect soul lives
m ommscnence and unalloyed everlasting bliss.

In the present thesis, Dr. 8. C. Jain, its learned author has
presented a detailed, critical and comparative study of the Jaina
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conception of soul, its structure and its functions, against the back-
ground of the Anekantic pkijosopBysand Syadvadist dialectics, in
a lucid manner. Connected topics like Jain epistemology, eschato-
logy,l,l ibesation and emniscicnce- have heon ppid;duy -atyeitidn.

i~ 1 - The chief merit of this mork lies_in the feat that it exathines
almost every.aspects of the Jama csmccptlon of soul .in context: with
other systems of phxlosophy, partlcularly the western (lpnkpu of
‘the nfodern age, and has also not left out Indian writers on the sub-

ject, . Por the Jaina yiew,he has kenerally 'gone ‘dirett £ Hie origi-
nel texts.

Tlu >cg: should be a welcome. addition to mddern philosop-
hical hterature and would certainaly help in understandlng and
rightly assessing the Jiana conceptions.

We congratulate Dr. 8. 6 Jain for producing this vatuable
work and are thankful to him for giving it to the Bhart:ya Jnanplth

for publication,
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