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Digambara Jaina Prakrit Literature
and sauraseni
Dr. Gokul Chandra Jain

In this paper 1 would like to take up for discussion two funda-
mental issues which have become of crucial importance for the
studies and research in prakrits in general and Digambara Jaina
Prakrit Literature (DJPL) in Particular :

1. The designation of the DJPL.
2. Historical and objective studies of DJPL.

In this connection the studies and researches of earlier scholars
Western as well as Indian help to a great extent for which the present
generation must be grateful to them. But at the same time their
findings should be used with caution. Before handling, it needs to be

examined critically without prejudice, pretention and scepticism.
There are obvious reasons to say so.

During last few decades much new fields have been explored and
interdisciplinary approach has further widened the scope of research.
The literary researches are not confined now to its own particular
branch but essentially required to be conducted in relation to other
sources literary, archaeological and so on. The studies ought to be
integrated and. analytical in nature and critical but sincere in presen-
tation. Side-tracking and will guessing do not result fruitful. These
rather misguide the new scholars. Even some ancient works, particu-
larly commentries proved misleading and bearing false stamp.

The study of Digambara Jaina Prakrit Literature (DJPL) is not
only important from the point of linguistics but it is more important
from many other point of views. For instance the history of the
$ramana tradition in general and of Digambara Jaina tradition in
particular highly depends on it. Secondly it throws considerable
light on the development of Jaina doctrines. Thirdly it is significant
for deciding the chronology of works and authors. And last but not
the least the study of DJPL can play an important role in historical
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perspectlve on the Socio-cultural life of India. On the other hand the
prejudiced studies or bad handling will endanger the entire Sramana
tradition.

Designation of Digambara Jaina Prakrit Literature

Before we derive any conclusion to designate the DJPL some
facts need to be taken into consideration. So for the DJPL has not
been studied linguistically. Even the Prakrit texts are yet to be edited
critically. Dr. A. N. Upadhye opines that most of the published works
simply represent readable individual manuscripts.

On the basis of some specimen studies some names have been
suggested by Western scholars like Pischel, Jacobi, Denecke and
others.

The question arises whether under the present state of our study

will it be consistent to the tradition to designate the available DJPL
as ‘Sauraseni Agama’ in the similar sense in which the Svetambara

canon is called ‘Ardhamzgadhi Agama’. In this conection the hypot-

hesis proposed and views expressed by Westera as well as Indian
scholars deserve rethoughts and serious consideration.

Western scholars have expressed different views regarding
various Prakrits. Professor Richard Pischel will known for his Prakrit
grammar. He, with the analysis of a few gathas from Pravacanasara
and Kattigeyanuppekkha as quoted by Bhandarkar, came to the
conclusion, with a remarkable grasp and suggestiveness, that this
dialect should be called ‘Jaina Sauraseni’ (Gr. Pr. Spr. p. 20).

Professor Herman Jacobi has suggested that the language be
called ‘Pre-classical Prakrit’ (Bh. Dh. pp. 81-89).

Some other scholars like Dr. Schubring have questioned the
accuracy of the designation +Jaina Sauraseni’. He remarks ‘the future

will teach us whether the signification Pischel proposed viz. ‘Jaina
Saurasen?’ will appear adequate’ (op. cit. Ps. p. 116).

Dr. Walter Denecke says that it was unlucky that Pischel called
this dialect as Jaina Sauraseni;, that Pischel’s treatment and conclu-
sion are not free from mistakes, and according to his opinion the
name ‘Digambari language’ is a better designation (Fes. Jac. 75). It
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is remarkable that the diffenent views have been expressed but no
Western scholar proposes any designation.

Dr. A. N. Upadhye in his ‘Introduction to Pravacanasara’ has
reviewed the above statements and shown his agreeness with pischel.
But at the same time he has given his own observations regarding the
language of Digambara Jaina Prakrit Literature in general and
Kundakunda’s works in particular (Intro. to PS. pp 115-17). He
proposes to call the DJPL as pro-canonical texts. He writes ‘I would
call these early Jaina Sauraseni works as the Pro-Canonical texts of

the Jainas’ (Ibid p. 119).

Dr. Upadhye has given an elaborate description of the Prakrit
Dilect of Pravacanasara but beginning with the introductory remarks.
It is rather premature to attempt an exhaustive grammar of the gathas
of Kundakunda from his various works, because the various editions
of Kundakunda’s works, that we have today, simply represent reada-
ble MSS, and can hardly be called critical, as we understand that
term today. Even the present text of Pravacanasara is not strictly
critical...” (Ibid. pp. 106-16).

Dr. H. L. Jain discussed some peculiarities of the language of a
small fraction of satkhandsgama appeared in the first volume and
. has shown his agreement with Pischel. He writes, ‘This is exactly the
nature of the language called Jain Sauraseni by Dr. Peschel and
subsequent writers.” (Intro. Skh. Vol. 1).

As for as, L know for the first time Dr. J. C. Jain has used the
term ‘Sauraseni Agama’ for entire DJPL, making passing references
of Pischel and Jacobi. He makes a categorical statement, ‘§g g3qreai
d7 smral #1 weT wdqorr §, ¥ ) ferw A aqera geq QAN F
fafga & ' (STo &Te g5 go o) Dr.Jain has not given any detail in
support of his statement. He is also silent about its age. The works
treated under the head of ‘Sauraseni Agama’ belong up to sixteenth
century. He speaks of some common gathas in Digambara and
«Svetambara literature but he keeps quiet about the language of the
same (PSI).

Dr. N. C. Shastri makes variable uses like old Sauraseni, Jaina

Sauraseni. Sauraseui and Sauraseni Agama. He has given quite good
details. For the first time he has presented a comprehensive recored
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of Prakrit languages and literature at one place. He is so enthusiastic

in making his statement conductive that at many places they have
become confusing and self contradictory,

Presently the above two Hindi books are used as the most
popular source of study of Prakrit literature. Hence the details furnis-
hed in these books are significant for future, and any slip or lacuna
may result harmful to the study (PBSAI).

With due respect to the above mentioned scholars and taking
their studies tenable, I made some fresh efforts regarding restoration
of Digambara Jaina canons, and to begin with wrote a paper entitled
‘A search for the tradition of Sauraseni Prakrit Agamas’ for the 33rd
session of all India Oriental Conference, held at Calcutta in 1986.
During subsequent years too | have continued my studies in this
direction. Following the recent developments, I fear that if without
waiting for further study we accept the dialect or dialects used in
DJPL as Sauraseni designate, the entire titerature as Sauraseni
Agama, Several questions arise and unfortunate consequences which
may be very hurting to the tradition cannot be denied. Before I draw

the attention of the assembly, to such questions, it will be better to
present my observations on historical and objective study as well.

Historical and Objective Studies

Historical and objective studies of Prakrit Jaina Literature in
general and of DJPL in particular are meagre in quantity and full of
controversies. When western scholars like Winternitz wrote his
‘History of Indian Literature; he had limited material before him.
Since then much has come down; but still some later writers too did
not make full use of it. Objective studies are exclusively limited to

the introductions of some texts. Same is the position of historical
studies.

Undoubtedly the Prakrit Jaina literature abounds in material
for historical and objective studies. But when absolutely different
and contradictory views are expressed by celebrated scholars, it is
very difficult to take them tenable. Hence these deserve to be re-
examined, and while doing so certain fundamental facts are to be
taken into consideration.

Historically the Jaina éramar,xa Tradition is one and the same.
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Vardhamana Mahavira was the twenty fourth Tirthankara who flouri-
shed in the sixth century B.C. and propounded the Nirgranthaacelaka
drama. Later the tradition was divided into two sects viz. Digambara
and Svetambara. Though both sects have their own account of divis-
jon but the period is close to each other. It is silly and unfounded to
propose that Svetambara sect belongs to Parfva the twenty third
Tirthankara.

Both sects and their accounts agree that the canons Or the
sacred lore was preserved through oral transmisson from preceptor to
pupil and could not be preserved verbatim for a long time.

Since both sects have their common heritage it is but natural
that hundreds of Prakrit gathas, the doctrines, subject matter and
even many details of general description are commonly found in the
Prakrit works of both sects. It is quite consistent to the spirit of the
tradition that both sects recorded the above heritage when the sacred
lore was reduced to writing. As a matter of fact on the basis of
similarity of common ideas, subject matter, description or even
common pessages no work can be claimed earlier to other until and
unless substantiated by other evidences.

The prakrit works of both sects are published and open to study.
Early works of Digambara Sect so far came to light include the
Kasayapahuda, the satkhandagama, the Mulacara, the Bhagavati
Aradhana, the Prakait Pahucdas of Kundakunda and some other
works. According to the editors of these works they belong to Ist
century A.D. or even earlier to it.

It is a recorded fact that the Digambara Sect rejected as original
the canons and canonical literature shaped and reduced to writing at
Valabhi in V. N. S. 980, 993.

No consolidated efforts have been made so far to study the
common heritage preserved in the literature of both sects. Contrary
to this voices have been raised against the early dates and descript-
ions of the satkhandagama, the Mulacara, the Bhagavati Aradhana,
the Prakrit works of Kundakunda and others. Itis said that the
common gathas, the doctrinal details and much of the description
found in these works have been borrowed from the said Svetambara
literature ('vide intro, Pra, SP, Nyva etc. ). When similar attitude is
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adopted against Sanskrit works and authors like Samantabhadra and
others the object becomes doubtful.

Dr. H.L. Jain, Dr. A. N. Upadhye, Pt. Kailash Chandra Shastri
etc. had taken note of such expressions. And after thorough scrutiny
found the same biased, prejudiced, reactionary and depending on very
limited source of material They have recorded their analysis in the
editorial of the second edition of the satkhandagama Vol. I, Introd-
uction to Pravacanasira, General editorial of the $ﬁkag5yana vyakar-
ana and others. '

This state of historical and objective study creates many diffic-
ulties for new scholors. As a result the studies have taken a dangerous

turn.
Thus the designation of DJPL as Sauraseni Agama and Histor-

ical and objective studies of the same pose : several questions and
essentially deserve to be answered. The questions stand as Yakia

prasnas before scholars of Prakrits.

01. If the dialect ( or dialects ) used in DJPL is Sauraseni-the
dialect of Mathura the Surasena, and Mathura became the Icentre of
Jainism after Magadha (vide NCS), how and when Sauresenl
became the language of Jainism and reached to Magadha ?

02. When, where, from whom and how Bhadrabahu inherited
the Sauraseni agamic lore which he took to Karnataka during the
famine in Magadha ( vide ANU, PS, NCS)?

03. How and when Sauraseni reached to Giranara. Why
Ashoka’s inscriptions adopted Sauraseni How and from whom
Dharasena inherited Sauraseni satkhandagama which he taught to
Puspadanta and Bhiitabali at Giranara if Kathiavada became the Jaina
Centre in V. N. S. 683 ( vide N.C. S.)?

04. When and how Sauraseni travelled from west to east-
Kathiavada to Kalinga and then south ( vide N. C. S.)?

05. Whether a single reference of Saurasent’ as dialect is found
in Digambara Jaina literature similar to Ardhamagadhi in Ardham-

agadhi canon ?

06, Why the Sanskritist preferred to adopt and develop the
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Jaina Sauraseni for Sanskrit Dramas knowing that it was the langu-
age of Jainism which rejected polished ( Skt ) language ?

07. If the authors of Sauraseni Agamas composed their works
following the rules prescribed by the grammarians, how the Saur-
asenT Agamas could be claimed earlier to them ?

08. Isit proper to correct the ancient Prakrit texts-the so
called Saurasent Agamas according to the rules prescribed by the
grammarians for Sauraseni dialect of Sanskrit dramas, without
applying the tools and methodology of critical editing ?

09. Whether the chronology of Sauraseni Agamas stands as
proposed if examined in Historical linguistics ?

10. Whether the studies of Sauraseni language by Western and
Indian scholars have been taken into consideration while proposing
the designation of Digambara Jaina Prakrit literature as ‘Sauraseni
Agama’ ?

These are some of the questions which strike immediately if one
sincerely goes through the hypothesis and views of scholars mentioned
above. A number of cross questions could not be denied while attem-
pting to find the answers of the above. It is now all open to the
galaxy of scholars and pontiffs of Jainism assembled here.

To conclude, I may simply observe that these questions stand as
Yaksa Prasnas before scholars of Prakrits, and if not attended timely,
dangerous consequences are obvious. If the Sauraseni grammar is
prescribed for the study of Digambara Jaina Prakrlt Literature, and
ancient Prakrit texts are corrected accordingly, the entire Prakrit
works of the tradition will' automatically be proved after one thou-
sand years of Vardhamana Mahavira. Then there remains no question
of historical and objective study. Most of the present scholars are
repeating the views expressed by one or the other earlier scholar.
Even the studies already conducted are not consultad. The younger
generation has advanced few steps further. A common practice is
developing to snatch the matter from here and there and to make
authoritative statements as their own research.

I earnestly request my younger friends to study the original
texts with all sincerity, to make full use of earlier studies: and to
proceed with research aptitude, A vast field is open to them, and the
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work alone is rewarded. Any side-tracking or haste to become
Savvannu will not help. I also pray with folded hands to my elderly
colleagues to guide younger generation in right direction and not to
train in sectarianism and prejudiced studies. See the mirror, the
yaksa and the future of the tradition. ’

Abbreviations

DJIPL Digambara Jaina Prakrit Literature

Gr. Pr. Spr. Grammatik der Prakrit-Sprachen

Bh. Dh. . Bhavisayattakaha of Dhanapala

Intro. to PS Introduction to Pravacanasdra

Intro. to Skh Introduction to satkhandagama

Nyva Nyayavatara-vartika-vritti

NCS Nemi Chandra Shastri

PS Pravacanasara

PSI Prakrit Sahitya ka Itihasa

PBSAI Prakrit Bhasa aura Sahitya ka Alocanatmaka
' Itihasa

SpP Snmati-Prakarana

For Details Please See

Pischel, R., Gr. Pr. Spr., p. 20

Bhandarkar, R. G., Report on search for Sanskrit MSS, 1883-84
Jacobi, Hermann, Bhavisa ttakaha von Dhanapala, pp. 81-89.
Denecke, Walter, Festgabe Hermann Jacobi Zum, 75, Bonn 1926.

Schubring, Walter, Lecture delivered at Deslhi in 1928, vide ¢Vir’
Hindi Monthly, Vol. V.

Upadhye, A. N., Introduction to Pravacanasara, 3rd edition, 1964.

Jain, J. C.. Prakrit Sahitya k3 Itihasa, second edition, 1985.

Shastri, N. C., Prakrit Bhasa aura Sahitya ka Alocanatmaka Itihasa,
Ist edition, 1966.

Jain, Gokul Chandra, A search for the tradition of Sauraseni Prakrit
Agamas. . '

Kalyanavijaya, Muni, éramar}a Bhagavana Mahavira, Jalore, 1941.

Sanghvi, Sukhlal, Introduction to Sanmati Prakarana, Ahmedabad,
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Malvania, D. D., Introduction to Nyayavatara-vartika-vritti.

Muni, Punyavijaya, Introduction to Pannavana sutta, 1969-72.
Upadhye, A. N., Jain, H. L., Editorial to satkhandagama, Vol. L.,

IInd Ed. 1973.
Upadhye, A, N., General editorial to Sakatayana vyakarana.

Head of the Department of
Prakrit and Jainagama
Sanskrit University, Varanasi



Evolution theory of Kundakunda
Devendra Kumar Jam

Before introducing the Evolution Theory of Kundakunda, I wish
to discuss the western and Indian views on the subject.

Western Views of Evolution

Now-a-days, subjects related to Philosophy, are widely discussed
in the vanguard of scientific progress. As a result, several theories
have been profounded by various scientist-cum-philosophers regarding
‘Evolution’. I feel constrained to call them scientist-cum-philosophers
because of their approaches which are partly scientific and partly
philosophical.

The theory of evolution explains sequence and purpose of all
existences including matter with recourse to their present, past and
future.

Broadly, we can sum up all the theories in two categories : 1.
Creation : (i) Absolute creation (ii) Conditional creation.

2. Evolution : (I) Mechanical Evolution :-( Promulgators )

a. Herbert Spencer
b. Charles Darwin
c. Lamarck
d. Weismann

(IT) Teleological Evolution :

a. Transcendent Theory
b. Immanent (internal) Theories of Hegel and John
Caird.

There are some theories which can be termed as composite of
both ( creatian and evolution ) : ‘

a. Creative Evolution of Henary Bergson
b. Emergent Evolution of Loyd Morgan and Samuel Alexander

¢, Organism, creationism, Naturalism etc,
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Briefs of different Theories :-

1. Absolute Creation :~God, being, perfect being, created the
world out of nothing by mere fiat of will. ‘Let there be world, and
here was a world.’

2. Concditional Creation :-In slight variation from the above,
according to this theory. ‘God created the world out of pre-existing
matter. He is like en architect who manufactured the world from the
primitive matter. matter and God are co-eternal,the primordial matter
was in a chaotic state; God produced this cosmos out of that Chaos.’

Evolution :-

Evolution is 2 gradual process of change from simpler to comp-
lex, from chaotic to systematic, from homogeneous to a heterogeneous
state, and from an indefinite to definite. Similarly dissolution is at a
transition from Cosmos to a Chaos.

Evolution, according to Conger, implies four fundamental
notions (i) change in time (ii) serial order (iii) inherent causes (iv)
creative synthesis,

1. Mechanical Theory of Herbert Spencer :

Evalution is an integration of matter and concomitant dissipa-
tion during which matter passes from an indefinite incorrect homoge-
neity to a definite coherent heterogeneity and during which the
retained motion undergoes a parallel transformation.,

The theory advocates the origin of life from lifeless matter
( abiogenesis doctrin or spontaneous generation of life from matter )
and gives more emphasis on environmental conditions.

2: The Theory of Charles Darwin :

- Charles Darwin’s Theory is mainly based on biological experi-
ments. His theory implies that :

(i) Spontaneous, fortuitous (accidental) variations are constan-
tly going on within the body-cells (proto-plasmic) which cause
~ variations in the mature organisms.’

(ii) These spontaneous variations in the body-cells are trans-
mitted to the posterity by heredity.
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(iii) In the struggle for existence (because of these variations
are either favourable or detrimental to the creatures) the nature

selects fittest creatures or strongest will survive.
(iv) Organs precede functions.

This theory is based on three assumptions ie. struggle for
existence, heredity and spontanmeous variations. The role of the
Natvre is supposed by Darwin as of Intellectual. Similarly in Creation.
Theories, the task of God is arbitratory and superflous.

3. Lamarck’s Theory : -

(i) Lamarck Maintains that variations are not accidentnl but
they are due to the environment.

(ii) Due to the environmental forces, (external forces like light,
sound heat and piessure), organism react to satisfy organic needs.

(iii) The organic-needs evolve different sense-organs. SO in
contrary to Darwin here, functions precede organs.

(iv) The organs are strengthened by continous use and weaken
by continuous disuse.

(v) These accquired modifications are transmitted by inheritance
(heredity) from generation to generation.
g

As is experienced by us that desire alone can not evolve sense-
organs just as flying desire could not evolve flying-wings im human
beings till now. The transmission of accquired modifications is itself
a spontaneous idea proposed by Lamarck to complete the mechanical
process of his Theory. If environment is forcefull enough to modify
structures of creatures absolutely, then,according to his principle,
all the creatures should not have tails as per their use-disuse concept.
Why environment is partial to species to species ?

Both the theories try to explain the Nature or environmental
evolution without considering the nature of life. Therefore; ‘Their
Mechanical theories (Spencer. Darwin and Lamarck) can not explain
the order, unity, and harmony of the world, adaptation of the living
organism to the material environment and evolution of the plant and
animal species.’

Teleological Evolution

Teleological Evolution (popularly known as ‘means-and rela.
tionship’) —considers the evolution as purposive not merely mecha-
nical causation,
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We experince the order, unity, harmony and interrelation in the
whole universe, which can not be an accidental one. Definitely it
must be due to an infinite intelligence or cosmic-mind immanent in
the world.

Teleology maintains the determination of the events by the
future while, Mechanism (cause-effect theory) hold the determination
of the present events by the past.

Like creation, here also God is accepted as immanent essence
of the world, Thus on one side, the Immanent Finality recognise the
event as determined by both cause and purpose on otherside, it regrds
the world as manifestation of God, who evolves the world from
within. Both the statements are contradictory and therefore, absurd.
If the world is not the necessity of God, then, no God is necessitated
in order to evoive the world. If the world is a necessity of God, then
the God is a limited or imperfect presonality engaged in fortifying
his necessities-

Creative Evolution

The chief advocate of the theory, Bergson, holds that :

1. The reality is dynamic.

2. Change is not a re-arrangement of parts but a transformation
~of the existing parts into real ..ovelty.

3. The world is absolutely undetermined.

4. Cosmic-evolution is a ceaseless advance towards new
creations.

5. ‘Elan Vital’ or the vital urge evolves new entities out of
the past. ‘

6. God is creative life. God is ever-expanding, ever-creative
surge of life.

Ever-creativity is an fanciful idea which is quite inconsistent
with our experience. Now-a-days, several cases of re-birth are wittane-
ssed by us challenging all the materialistic conclusions of Science and
materialism. Therefore, change without permanent and permanent
without change both are absurd statements, far from the reality. In
the midst of evolution and dissolution of a substance, something
must be permanent to recognise these modifications and establish its
entity.
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Emergent Evolution

This theory holds :

(i) Life is an emergent of matter.
(ii) Mind is an emergent of life.
(iii) Evolution is a series of stages.

(iv) Activity, mind or God is the root cause of emergent
evolution.

Main advocates of his theory are Lloyd Morgan and Samuel
Alexander. This theory is also subject to the same criticism as to the
creation and evolution theories.

Evolution in Indian Philesophy
Let us have the views of Indian Systems.

1. Buddhism

The concept of continual transmigration (In west, Bergsos,
profounds this type of ever-creative nature of Evolution) is endorsed
with the causation theory. Everything is due to cause and reason.
Every change is determined by a number of conditions. The cause of
any change is totality of all the conditions needed for its occurance.
While rejecting the autonomoas existence of a thing, they contend
that ‘everything depends on another and this other thing on which it
depends is itself dependent.’ According to their famous principle
‘Pratitya-samutpada’ (the chain of causation) a fruit does not originate
of itself; nor is it made by another; it originates in virtue of a cause;
it ceases on the cassation of the cause. There can be no first cause.
Thus this world-process (Sarsara) is without beginning and end.

2. The Carvaka

The Carvaka maintains consciousness is a by-product of matter
and endorses the mechanical view of Evolution.

3, Samkhya System

The system explans the process of evolution through two.
eternal entities i. €. ‘Purusha’ and ¢‘Prakriti’. The Evolution of the
world starts with the contact of <‘Prakriti’ and <Purusha’. This
relation disturbs the equilibrium of three ‘gunas’ of ‘Prakriti’ and a
- chain of procees thus follows as :
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Contact of Prakriti with ‘Purusha’ ‘Mahat’ or Buddhi’
‘Ahamkara’ or ego
| )
_— . | [
Vaikarika Sattvika rajasa Tamasa

|
Eleven organs Five Tanmaitras
I (subtle elements)

Five organs Five organs of actions Mind Five Mahabhiitas
of perception (Karmendriya)
(Jnanendriya)

Therefore, the ultimate cause of Evolution is the eternal, ever-
chaning, blind, intelligent ‘Prakriti’ or Matter. The ¢‘Purusha’ is
intelligent, inactive and unchanged, and includes pluraly of selves.

4. The Yoga System

The system maintains Evoluion in the same manner as ‘Sarhkhya’
except in assuming a God or Supreme-being or ‘Adrastra’ to co-
ordinate ‘Purusha’ and ‘Prakrati’ in order to evolve the world.

5, The ‘Nyaya’ and ‘Vaisesika’ Systems

These systems enumerate as follows :

(i) ‘The eternal constituents of the Universe, are four kinds of
atoms (earth, water, fire and air) and the five substances (‘akasa’,
space, time, mind and soul)

(ii) Only non-eternal parts of the Universe are subject to origin
and destruction in time. '

(iii) All the objects of. physical world are composed these four
kinds of atoms.

(iv) The creation and destruction of non-eternal objects is at
the discreation or will of ‘Supreme-Lord’.

(v) Every creation precedes a destruction and this forms a

beginningless series.

(vi) ‘When God thus wills to create a world, the unseen forces
of moral deserts in the eternal individual souls, begin to function in
the direction of creation and the active life of experiences.’ (Intro-
duction to Philosophy. Page 245).

(vii) Physical dis-integration of four types of atoms is termed as
destruction of physical WOTId .ereeeneseen crsnnncnsseneereesCont. to next Vol.



Weights and Measures in Jain canons
[a] Mass and Volumes
N. L. Jain

Jainological texts belong to two categories : (a) purely religious
like Acharanga, Dashvaikalik, Kundkund literature and others and
(b) semi-religious represented by Umaswati, Aryrakshit, Bhagwati
and others. It can be easily surmised that the second category must
have developed later than the first one when sufficient knowledge
about physical world and its events and the concept of religion invol-
ving all aspects of life from birth to death must have developed to
such an extent as to be communicated to common man. This know-
ledge is sensory in the first instant which is analysed by mind to give
it a proper form. Barring superasensory knowledge, all other forms
are primarily relative and qualitative. This has to be exposed in a
reliable and accurate form. And what else could be most credible and
reliable method than the mathematical or the quantitative representat
jon. This could be done only when there is a firm basis of standardied
units of weight, lenght and time without which no worldly account
may be possible. The Jain scholars realised this fact and that is why
they have written about it in many general and later spacial treatises
during different periods. It is in somewhat later periods that the
quantitative nature of many descriptions got diversified. Neverthe-
less, the jainas seem to be quite finely advanced when they consider
the numbers to the tune of 10-1.0-10-250 as normal and put up the
jdea of numerables, innumerables and infinites in respect of descrip
tions about universe and related phenomena.

Concept of measurement in Jain canons and procanons

The Jaina description on measures date back from many centu-
ries of pre-christian and post-Christian era. On closely going through
them, one finds two traditions developing per chance sids by side
with a large amount of diversity in quantitative values in the units
and their current equivalents. This is the case with almost all types
of measures jbarring basic fundamental or space point values. Quite
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a good number of values seem to be mythological rather than scienti-
fically logical. They represent the changing concepts and ideas in
different ages when standardisation was not the practice. Despite the
fact of scholars maintaining the origin of decimal system and 10g.
to the base two in the east, no attempt seems to be there to adopt it
in different measure systems. The author wishes to attempt to collect
and present them to suggest modestly the need for their uniformity
and standardisation so that the descriptions based on them may be
made coherent, consistent and better credible.

Jaina canons have coined the term Pramana (ADS)! and Mana
(RV)2 for the process of measurement of length, time, weights and
volumes. They are contained in Bhagwati® (B), Jnatadharmkathaé
(GK), Sthananga5 (Sth)., Anuyogdvarsutra (ADS), Rajvartik (RV),
Triloksara® (TS), Dhavla-i7 (D), Tandulveyaliya® (TV), Trilok
Prajnapti (TP), Jambudvip prajnapti (JP) and in some other canons
as shown in Table 1. Antkritdasha® mentions about iron hammer of
1000 palas and UpasakdashalO© tells us about donations of a king
limited to two Dronal measures and Karshapan value of medicated
oils. Time measures have also been mentioned in different canons.11

Table I. Measures in Different Sources {Jain)

No. Source Names
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. BhagWati 3 Mann Unmaan Praman - - -
2. GK 4 Meya Dharim Parichchhedy Ganim -
3. Sthananga 4 Maan Unmaan Praman - - Avmasan
4. ADS (Mass) 5 Maan Unmaan Pratimaan- Ganim  Avmaan
5. Rajvartik 6 Maan Unmnan Pratimaan ganana Avmaan
(wordly) Tatpraman : ,
6. Triloksara 6 Asin 5
B. Second Set of varieties of Measures
7. Sthananga 4 Matter/mass, Length & Area, Time, Abstract
Quality
‘8. ADS,RV,D 4 As in7
9. Dhavla-1 6 4 as in 7, Namal, Representational (not actually
' measures)
10. Dhavla-1 5 4 as in 7, Standpoint

Q .
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Sthananga also mentions units of ‘Bhar’ and ‘Kumbh’ for gems.
However, it is observed that there are many more descriptions about
time and length units in comparision to weights and volumes. It is
also seen from Table 1 that RV and TS follow a different way of
classification of measures from the other canons. This seems to be a
later development. Despite the fact that there is not much difference
between units of weights and measures, these sources classify them
on the basis of wordly and parawordly varieties. The first variety is
mainly concerned with weight, volume, cost, numaration and has six
classes instead of five of ADS where these are included in meﬁsures
of mass (Dravymaan) only. Though ADS and RV seem to include
length measure through the variety of ‘Avmaan’, the TS has described

it as a measure of volumes. This seems to be more reasonable in view
of coherence. '

A second difference is also discernible concerning the nature of
units of different measures. There are actually two types of units—(a)
Fundamental (atom or spacepoint based) and (b). derived or division
based. The ADS has both types of units while RV and TS have this

case for length units only. These units are meant for visible or
tangible mass.

Thirdly, in contrast with ADS, RV and TS do not include time
units in their worldly measures which ADS and D have in their
general measures. There is also a differeace between mass and abstr-
act measures in these texts.

Fourthly, Dhavla-1 has added one more dimension to the four-
fold base inset B. It has added the Standpoint measure (Naya

Pramana) also to the list which may a form of abstract measure as
in ADS12

If one looks at the definitions of different measures of Table 1
as given in Table 2, one finds that there have been three measure
areas of measurements during the canonical/post-canonical periods
(if one excludes the abstract measures of ADS and RV) : (i) Mass and
volume (ii) Length, distance, area and volume (iii) Time in conti'ast,
the Intl. Congress on Weights and Measures, 197113 has accepted
seven areas under this category as shown in Table 3 with their measure
units. It could be surmised that the last four categeries could not
develop durind canonical times, Of course, one finds mention of heat
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' (Taap), light (Prakassh) and vidyut (Electricity) in canons in their
various aspects.

Table III. Canonical and Currents/Measure Systems

No. Measure Canonical Canonical Sc. units
names units
1. Mass/Matter Dravymaan Practical atom, mg, g., kg.
Karsh, pala, tula
etc.

2. Distance Kshetramaan Spacepoint, Angul mm ,cm..m

3. Time Kalmaan Samay,Avali,Prana Second

4, Electricity - - Ampere, Vol

5. Heat - - Calorie,kelvin

6. Light - - Candela, Lux

7. Matter - - Mole
8. Abstarct Quality* (not approved by ICWM) : no units in canons

too.

Table 3 suggests that the current age has added four additional
measures in current age. How important they are-is everybody’s guess.

Measurement Units of Weights and Volumes of mass/matter

The Mass or Dravyamaan measure gives us weight and volume
of solids and liquids from the smallest atom to the largest earth.
Akalanka presumes this measure as paraworldly also thouth his
worldly measures include the ADS varieties. The paraworldly class-
ification of this measure is also different in RV though the definition
is the same. This nature seems to be Akalanka’s own creation who
has many such credits. We wiil overlook this classificajion as it seems
to be other form of number measure.

Stary references to specific weights and volume m easures are
found in many canons. But the first systematic treatment is given only
in ADS. It has given first five types of matter measures as in Table 1.
One could see that they could be reduced to three only as no weight-
ing (Unmaan) could be done without standard or model weights
(Pratimaan) and hence the two should form one category. The volume
measures have also a similar case. There should also be ‘Pratimaans’.
Secondly, ‘Avmaan’ measure may be included in ‘maan’-a volume
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measure for liquids and sometimes solids too, as it should represent
smaller volume measures according to TS. The addition of comparat-
ive cost measure of Tat-pramaan by Akalanka seems to be highly
empirical for which no units are prescribed in RV. That is why it dose
not find place in ADS. Hence the fifth measure of number is there.
Without it, any unit could have no meaning. All these are described
below.

It is learnt from canonjcal stories that not only solids and
liquids, but coins were also measured through bronze vases or post of
specific size which actually meassured volumes rather than weights.
This practice was still prevalent in rural India by rich people there.
It seems easier and less time taking than counting in numbers.

The canons tell us that there were different types of measures
for solids and liquids of different types. Precious metal measure were
still different from and smaller than general measures. The volume
measures are termed as ‘Maan’ or ‘Meya’.

It is also pointed out there were two prominent types of such
measures in early periods : (i) Magadhan messures and (ii) Kalingan
measures. The first ones were more popular and jaina canons have
mostly followed them. The kalingan measures were somewhat smaller
in ‘values for their unit of Karsha, K (=1 tolaa= .33 of Magadhan
value) in the end. These measures are found in Ayurvedic texts
also.14 Bagbhata co-ordinated these measures later but canons have
only Magadhan measures.

A. Volume measures : Maap and Avmaan

The measures of Maan and Avmaan seem to be most important
in canonical periods. Both of them measure volumes. However,
volumes and weights have been related at some stage so that one
could express one measure into another without involving the concept
of density.

The ADS describes ‘Maan’ into two ciasses : (i) Grains measure
or measure of soiids and (ii) measure of liquids or Rasas. It is said
that tip of the grains measure is pointed upwards while it is pointed
downwards in case of liquids. This is an observation pointing out the
quality of surface tension in liquids indirectly.15
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Grains measure :

The fitst unit of grains measure is ‘Asati’-an equivalent of
Pala’ unit of magadhan system according to Aptel® Table 4 gives
comparative details of solid measures in different systems and texts.
However, Table 5 indicates that though these measures follow basica-
1ly Magadhan system, the quantitative nature of practical units seems
to be different in many sets. The ADS values are highest and nearly
double the magadhan ones and RV values are smallest in comparison.
They are dependant on the relation between ‘Pala’ and ‘Kudav’ units
which are varying in different systems. The TV has given two types
of units—one the same as ADS and the other one as different from
ADS. One of the two seems to be an interpolation as it does not seem
to be coherent when the value of ‘Prastha’ is calculated. It turns out
to be 12.5 p and 64 p (pala) respectively. This non-coherence requires
clarification from the canonists.

As far as the current litereture goes, no author seems to have
made out this disturbing point for the advancing knowledge. For
‘Sadhvi Divyaprabha refers to Samhita for another unit equations as

given below :

(i) 10 M (masha) = 1K (Karsha) = 14.4 g.

i) 2 K = 1 P (Pala) = 4tola = 46.4¢g.
(iii) 1000P = Demonic iron hammer = 46.4 kg.

This is in contrast with 4K =1 p. This will give half the value
for pala unit, (Table IV).

Liquid measures : Rasamaan

‘The canons begin their liquid measures with units larger by
four times than solid measures. The first unit is based on ‘pala’ unit
and is equal to four palas named as 64-fold measure(Chatus-shastika).
Its last unit is ‘Maani’ which is equal to 256 palas. Table 6 gives
details of its seven units which have twice as much value as the
preceding one on direct order. Similarly, the preceding ones have
half the value when taken in reverse order. These volume measures
make it important to learn the value of ‘Pala’unit in terms of weight
units. These are described under ‘Unmaan and pratimaan’. Rajvaratik
defines the liquid measures with example of ‘Shodashika etc without
much details indicating it follows the tradition. However if ‘pala’ is
taken as equal to 46.40 g., the ‘Maani’ unit of volume will weight about
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Table VI. Canonical Liquid Measures

No. Canonical name Unit Value Relation Current
Value

1. Chatus-shastika 4 palas 64-fold measure C 46.40 ml.
2. Dwatrinshika 8 palas 32-fold v twice 92.80 ml
3. Shodashika 16 palas 16-fold ’ ' 185 60 ml
4. Ashtbhagika 32 palas 8-fold . iy 371.20 ml
5. Chatur-bhagika 64 palas 4-fold ys » 742.40 ml
6. Ardha Maani 128 palas 2-fold ’ . 1484 80 ml
7. Maani 2356 palas Maani ’s ’ 2969.60 ml

3 kg. This seems to be too small a measure for volume specially in
comparision of today’s water tanks and industrial tanks.

It may be added here that we have taken ‘Avmaan’ as liquid
measure in view of TS and no units for it are given there. But as
‘Pratimaan’ has been defined as weight measure for small amounts
of precious metals and materials, Avmaan could also be taken as
liquid measure o. smaller amounts;/volumes like mercury or medicated-
oils etc. where smaller volumes are to measured off and on. Its value
must be smaller than 64-fold measure. This will measure smaller
volumes than the smallest for ‘Maan’ measure. '

B. Unmaan and Pratimaan (Model) Measures of Weights

As today, there were any materials in olden days which were
sold or used by weights. The ‘Maan’ and ‘Pratimaan’ measure refer
to these weights. They were estimated with the help of balance on
the basis of standerd or model weights. Medicines, sugar, jaggery,
candy, precious metals and the like have been weightable materials.
They could be in gross and fine forms. The units used in case of
weight measures start with Half-Karsha and end in ‘Bhar’ uvuits.
The total number of weight units are eight shown in Table VII. Here
also, each following units is twice the preceding units up to ‘pala’
unit. There is difference of opinion about the value of ‘Tula’ units
in terms of -Pala’ units the two values differ roughly by a factor of
five.

However, Magadhan' measure in RV has this unit equal to 100
Palas which is supported by Ayurvedic texts. This should be taken
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Table VII. Ubits of weights in ADS (Pratimaan, Model)

No. Units Fquivalence Current Values
1, Ardh-Krasha/Half-Karsh, HK - 58 g.
2. Karsha, K 2 HK 11.6 ¢.
3. Ardha-Pala/Half-Pala, HP 2K 23.2 8.
4, Pala, P 2 HP 46.4 g,
5. Ardha-Tula/Half Tula, HT - . -
6. Tula, T 105 p, 500 p, 100 p 4872.00 g.
7. Ardha-Bhar/Half-Bhar, HB 10T 48720.00 g.
8. Bhar, B 2HB=20T 97,440 g.=
97.44 kg

as reasonable in comparision to higher value. Akalanka’s volume
measures may be equated to weight measures on this basis. Thus,
with a Karsha of 11.6 g, one starts with a minimum of 5.8 g. and
ends at 97.44 (roughly a quintal of today). Modern weight units
starts with about 580 times lesser weight (mg.) and ends with ten
times larger weight (1000 kg=1 ton) on the other side.

The standard weights or Pratimaan are said to be smaller ones
to be used for weighting valuables like gold, silver, gems, pearls etc.
These weights start with smaller units of Gunja, G (or Ratti) and
end in Suvarn (gold coin or Sonaiya). They are given in Table VIII
as per ADS. Gunja becomes the base here. 96 G has been taken to be
equal to one gold coin prior to decimalisation of weights in India.
Now, one gold coin is equal to one ‘tola’ or roughly 11.6 g. hence
one unit G=11.6,96=0.121 g. On the basis of this G value, one can

Table VIII. Pratimaan Weights in ADS

No. Units Equivalence Current Value
1. Gunja, G 6x 0.121 g.
2. Kakini, KK 1.25 G 0.151 g.
3. Nishpava, Np 1.33 KK 00.200 g.
4. Karm-mashak, KM 3 NP=4KK=5G  00.605 g.
5. Mandalak, MD 12 KM=48 KK 7.260 g,
6. Suvarn, S (gold coin) 9.68 g.

16 KM=64 KK
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find out the current equivalent of different canonical weights, Howe-
ver, it seems difficult to do so in view of Table 5 where ‘tulaa’ unit
varies between 72-96G. One has therefore to refer to some most common
values given in literature and overlook others. For example, if G is
taken as 0.12]1 g., the Suvarn coin will have a valae of 9.68 g. which
is sufficiently less than the weight of standard ‘tolaa’ (11.6 g) of
today. This discrepancy has arisen as the value of karshmashak, KM
is only 5 G rather than 6 G as in Table 4. Thus, these standard
weights are discordant with earlier units. It should also be ‘Shatgu-
njas’ in place of ‘Panchgunjas’ ADS 17 This is a case of intra-canon-
ical contradictions in canonlike books for which many examples have
" been cited by Shastri.

It is, thus seen that the weight and volume units mentioned in
Jaina text are smaller in value than the normal Magadhan values.
They could have been based on 96G=1K in place of 80 G=I1K so
that proper comparision could be made and better results may accrue.

Secondly, it is observed that the jainacharyas have not used
their extraordinary interpolation and extrapolation technic towards
infinity on both-minimum and maximum sides of weight units as
they have done in case of lenght and time units.18 The canonists are
the only ones autherised to explain this treatment towards units of
mass and volumes.

On current reckoning, the canonical weight units seem to be
sufficiently gross as they start with 0.121 or 5.8 g in comparision to
0.001 g. in each case. They also do not have much on the maximum
side too. Moreover, the term ‘Dravyaman’ should be defined in terms
of weight rather then ‘mass’ as there is now a clear difference between
the two terms. However, one may overlook the tendency of using
differeterms for the various units in different books or commentaries
though this fact also creates trouble for comparative studies which
aim at simplifying and unifying the matters. Jain has given such a
list in his book in this regard.19

Number or Numberable/Countable Measure

In olden days, fruits, vegetables and many other articles were
sold by counts. This system still persists in an appreciable way in
rural areas and partly in urban markets. However, it is being
replaccd by weight measures. Besides every measure requires number
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as its base. Hence, number has been taken as a measvre on the basis
of cause-effect rule. This is an advance over Bhagwati and Sthananga
by ADS/RV. The number measure thus serves two-fold purpose.
ADS? *has mentioned this measure to be useful for paying wages to-
workers. purchasing foods and utilising proper amount of coins and
accountings. It goes to count the numbers up to ten million. However
it takes the number measure as a variety of abstract measure which
could be expressed in eight ways out of which countable number is
most useful as Munishri also makes out.21 Primarily, Akalanka
mentions numbers up to four followed by the term etc. However, he
mentions numeration under his paraworldy measures where the

definitions of types of numerations as different from ADS.22

Tat-Pramana Measures

This measure is mentioned only in Digambara texts. No units
are given there for this measure. It seems to be a measure by compa-
rision. lt is quite empirical. Though it may not have quantitative
aspect, but it must have a highly quality aspect. The judgement
about the quality of gold, diamonds and even animals like horses etc.
are experiencial measures which are even used today. Of course, these
qualities of materials are visible like the yellowness on the touchs-
tone by rubbing (of gold), lustre (of diamonds and gems) and high
jumping (of horses) etc.* However, some units like carats ete could
be found in current sciences under this category.

Current Measures

Looking to the variety of measures in different part of India,
the British tried to have upiform measures of weights overlooking
the earlier ones. In the first instance, they were not based on decimal
system but they repiesented a co-ordination. Later on.all weights and

Table 1X. Current Units of Weights and Volumes

(a) British Period (b) Scientific Units (i) Lenght  (ii) Vol.

8G=IN Basic Weight Unit I mg 1 mm I ml
Y6G=12ivi=1 Tolaa 1000 units 1G Im ~ Il
5 Tolaa==1 Chhatak, CH 1000 units 1 kg 1 km 1kl
16 CH=a1 Secr, Se
40 Se=1 maund, Kn

P
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m easures have been converted to decimal system and made prevalent
throughout the country Table 1X summarises them and their details
could be found in any physics book. The CGS system is most current
today.18

With these new units in vague, the canonical units have gone
historical Thus, the weights and measures have undergone change
from irregular multiplest to regularly decimalised. They have also
changed from mjxed nature to an identifiable nature.
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Pandit Jaganmohan Lal Shastri
—A Tribute
S. K. Jain

In the year 1989, Pt. Jagnmohan lalji Shastri became eighty eight
years old. His immence services to the Jain Samaja and to the cause
of education will ever be remembered with gratitude. In the year
1990 he was honoured at a largly attended function held at Satna.
Large number of his Students and associates and leaders of the “Jain
Samaj attended the function. A felicitation volume of book was pre-
sented to him on the occasion.

Sri Gokul Prasad was his father. He was a very religious person
and he put his son in the charge of Sri Ratna Chand jee of Katni.

Later his father established an Ashram at Kundalpur and this
Ashram is running successfully even today.jPt. Jaganmohan lal ji
Shastri is now spending his retired life in this Ashram. The
peculiarity of this Ashram is that who ever comes to live here after
retirement to lead a religious life has to meet all his expenses and
that is why every body living here/lives with dignity and peace.

Pt. jee was born at Sahdol in Vikram Samvat 1958. He started
his education at Katni and was admitted to the Mathura Pathshala
at the age of eleven from where he returned to Katni after 8 months
and continued his education in the Jain Pathshals. At fifteen he was
admitted in Morena Vidyalay where he learnt for three years. There
after he went to Benaras for three years. In the year 1920 he along
with Pt. Kailash Chand jee Shastri joined the famous non co-opera-
tion movement of Mahatma Gandhi, and they abstained from appe-
aring in any Govt. Controlled University examination. There after
both of them went to Morena and completed the highest course of .
Sidhant. :

Later he was appointed by Babu Sumati Lai jee, Secretary of
Syadwad Mahavidyalay Kashias a professor of Jain religion in the
Vidyalay but Sri Ratna Chand jee advised him to remain at Katni
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Vidyalay which he humbly accepted. He however persueded his friend
Pt. Kailash Chand jee Shastri to join Syadwad Mahavidyalay Kashi
as Prefessor of Jain Religion. There after Pt. Kailash Chand jee rem-
ained at Kashi Syadwad Vidyalay as Prefesser, Principal and lastly
as Adhisthata will ever be remembered with gratitude by the entire
Samaj and by the Vidayalay Prabandhkarni Samiti (Managing body)

Pt. Jaganmohan lal jee was married in the year 1922 and comple-
ted his education in 1923. He tried to introduce at Katni Vidyalay
vocational classes in various handicrafts in the year 1925 to make the
students independant in their carrier by earning their own livelihood
but the Scheme did not succeed. It was the First experement of its
kind in a Sanskrit Vidayalay. After the failure of this scheme he got
started the teaching of Ayurved and arranged for Scholarships to
students. Students who joined this courss met with success with the
practical education given to them by pt. Kanhaiya lal jee Vaidya at
Kanpur and Sri Babu lal jee Raja-Vaidya at Calcutta,

In 1925 Pt. ji became an active Congress member and attended the
Congress Session at Kanpur as Official representative in 1926. He
arranged financial help to the families of those whose members had
gone to jail- Later he also used to publish News bulletins on behalf of
the local Congreass Committee.

In 1927 he came in close contact with Pujya Acharya Sri Shanti
Sagar jee Maharaj at Kanti which had lasting influence on his life.
Later he got a hostel constracted at Kanti after obtaining help from
~ Sri Heeralal Kanyalal jee of Mirjapur. Pt. Kailash Chand jee Shastri
as Principal of the Kashi Syadwad Mahavidyalaya and he as Principal
of the Katni Vidayalay evolved a useful Scheme of Co-ordination of
education in the interest of both the institutions, which for the next
40 years both the Vidyalayas conducted the course of studies very
successfuly. Pt. Jee used to get financial help for the Katni Vidyalay
by attending important religious functions all over India.

In 1938 he started editing the PARVAR BANDHU which he
did for five years. There after he edited ‘Veersandesh’ for two years.
In the year 1947 he became Secretary of PARVAR SABHA and
worked for 25 years. In 1953 he was elected Secretary of the Mathura
Sangh and carried the responsibility with grace for 20 years. In 1955
he started editing the Jain Sandesh-which he did with the co-opera-
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tion of Pt. Kailash Chand jee Shastri up to 1969. Later he became the
president of Varni Granthmala and even today he is a member of
this body, which is being run by Siddhantacharva Pandit Phool
Chand jee Shastri.

He was instrumental in the formation of many other religious
and educational trusts which are now doing very useful services to
the society. He remained president of the Kundalpur-Chetra for
6 years. He openly acknowledges the help given to him all his life
by Singhi Kanhaiya lal Girdhari lal jee and his entire family not
only to him personally but also for the Katni Vidyalay.

For the last 12 years, Pandit jee retired from active service and
is living at Kundalpur Udasin Ashram for the attainment of spiritual
peace and happiness. He is now 89 years old, and the Samaj has
honoured itself by honouring Pandit jee. '

Pandit jee says that his first Guru was Pt. Babu lal jee of Katni.
He remember with gratitude Pandit Banshidhar jee, Pt. Devkinandan
jee and pt. Jagarnath jee Shastri.

The Jain Samaj will never forget this greatman who dedicated
all his life, with religious devotion, for the spread of education in
general and Jain religion in particular. He also was instrumental in
the opening of many educational Institutions including Gurukal at
Khudi, Gurukul at Alora and Vidvat Parishad etc.

Pandit Jaganmohan lal Shastri ‘Sadhuvad Granth’ which was
presented to him in the year 1990 by the Sadhuwad Samiti Kundalpur
has been very ably edited by the board of 6 Schelars and the managing
editer-Dr. Sudarshan lal Jain of Varanasi . It has been priced at Rs.
201/~ and contains largs number of very useful Articles by reputed
Scholars from All over India. Itis worthy of being in the libraries
of all the universities in India. The publishers also deserve compli-
nets including the donors and advertisers who met the cost of this
saluable publication. This useful book is available from Pandit
Jagnmohan lal Shastri Sadhuvad Samiti Kundalpur-Jain Kendra
Rawa-486001 (M. P.)



Jains In Modern Society
Dr. Jagdishchandra Jain

In the first two decades of the twentieth century the Jain
community had to meet with numerous religious and social moveme-
nts. In the beginning of the century, orthodox Jains were not in
favour of printing religious books, they preferred reading hand-
written manuscripts in temples. Reading printed books was not
considered commendable.

Here the name of Babu Surajbhan Vakil (1868-1945) of Nakud,
district Saharanpur (Uttar Pradesh) is at the top of the list. After
acquiring his law degree he started practising at Deoband, district
Saharanpur, but later, in order to serve the community he gave up
his practice and went on a tour meeting people. He strongly favoured
printing of books so that the knowledge could reach a common man.
There was strong opposition from traditional people to his views but
he did not care. The Anti-Scripture-Printing Movement declared that

the printed $astras should not even be touched and their admission
~ in temples be banned. Babu Surajdhan Vakil started publishing Jain
Patrika, he also published other Jain works. He had a passion to
carry out religious and social reforms in the Jain community which
he continued to do zealously for a long period of 35 years

Brahmachari Sitalprasad (1879-1942) was still another reformer
of extraordinary zeal. In order to propagate his views regarding
social changes, he travelled from one part of India to another. He
also founded an organisation called the Sanatan Jain Samaj (Immortal
Jain Society). He edited the Jain Mitra continuously for 20 years which
was founded by Pandit Gopaldas Baraiyya. He favoured widow
remarriage for which he propagated extensivly. The marriage of
a widow was considered a taboo in those days amongst Jains.

Raychandbhai Mehata, better known as Rayachandbhai (1869-

1901) was born in Kathiawad. He was a great genius, he died at a
young age of 31, He was a product of Vaispavism and Jainism, his

l&
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grandmother being a2 Vaispava and mother a Sthanakavisi Jain. He
was a layman, yet lived like a saint detached from the worldly plea-
sures. He had the capacity to attend to a hundred things at a time
therefore he was known as satavadhani As a man of genious he compo-
sed his Moksamala (Wreath of Emancipation) cortaining 108 spiru-
tual lessons in a span of only 3 days when he was just 16. His another
illustrious work is the Atma-siddih (Self Realisation), comprising
142 stanzas in Gujarati which he was able to compose within an hour
and a half at the age of 29. Besides, he has written numerous letters
to his devotees from time to time in reply to their queries as well
describing the state of his mind. These spiritual letters form a part
of his literature and have unique place in Indian literature. This
includes a letter from Mahatma Gandhi which he wrote to Rayacha-
ndbhai from London in order to remove his doubt regarding Hindui.
sm. Throughout his letters he has stated with emphasis that he did
not belong to any particular sect as such. In one of his letters he has
called himself as the 25th Tirtahnkara after Mahavira. He is also
inclined to admit all-powerful God as a creator of Universe (which
goes against the temet of Jainism). At the age of 21 he came to
Bombay and joined a jeweller’s firm in partenership. He was very
honest and straight forward in his dealings with his customers. He
was known for his austerities, though he did not favour ascetic
practices of Jain sadhus. Shri Rayachandra Jain Shastramala (Series
of publishing Jain works in memory of Shrimad Rayachandra) was
founded in Bombay which has published a large number of important
Jain works. Rayachandrabhai has exercised a great influnce the life
of Mahatma Gnadhi as stated earlier.

Pandit Gopaldas Baraiya (1866-1917) was not only a reformer
but also he did lot of work in the sphere of education, particularly
by establishing the Jain Siddhanta Vidyalaya in a remote place at
morena (old Gwalior State, now in Medhya Pradesh). The well known
pandits of repute were appointed in the Institute and a large number
of educated young men were produced from here. Panditji was a man
of progressive views. He founded the Digambara Jain Sabha in 1882
and started the publicatition of the Jain Mitra in 1900.

Poet Banarsidas (1586-1643) was a resident of Jaunpur (Uttar
pradesh ), a contemporary of Emperor Akbar. He was a pupil of Yati
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Bhanucandra of Kharatara gaccha of the Svetambara sect. He was a
trader and in order to acqnire wealth he travelled to far off places
but without success. He was against the laxity on the part of the
Bhattarakas. He did not associate himself either with the Digambaras
or the Svetambaras, he called himself an adhyatmi (believing in
spiritualism) or the seek-r of truth. His sect was known as Varanasiya
mata (the sect of Varanasi or Banarasi). Interestingly. most of the
followers of the sect were the Svetambaras, though later, the tenets of
the sect became a subject of criticism by their teachers. The poet has
written his autcbiography, entitled “the Ardha-kathanaka’ which
was completed in 1641 A. D. where in he has provided fascinating
description of his life struggle. He was a follower of niScaya-naya or the
nonconventional or absolute point of view, admitted by acarya
Kundakunda He has composed the Nataka-samaya-sara in 727
poetical stanzas based on the Samaya-sara of Kundakunda. Interest-
ingly, this work is quite popular among Svetambaras and was publis-
hed by Bhimsi Manek, a Svetambara, with Gujarati commentary in
1876. Later Agra became a centre of his activities where the poet used
to have discussions with his friends and followers. After the poet’s
death, one of his followers Kunvarpal became a guru of the sect.

Babu Devakumar (1877-1908), known as rajarsi (the roya
“saint), was the grandson of the well known Babu Prabhudas, a philant-
hropist and a scholar of Sanskrit and Jain literature. He died at a
young age of 31. He was an enthusiastic personality always keeping
in mind those who were deserving and needy, It was he who laid
down the foundation of the Syadvada Mahavidyalaya, Kashi in 1905
which later produced numerous Jain pandits and scholars of Jainism
who are working at varions important posts at present. The site of the
Vidyalaya, was originally a residential house of his grandfather,
located at Bhadainighat (or Prabhu ghat) on the magestic bank of
the Ganga. This site was generously donated by Devakumarji for the
use of the educational institute. Maharsi Devakumar was a silent
worker with a will to bring about social changes in the community.
He was well aware of the harmful customs superstitious beliefs,
illiteracy, the rights of women, the pitiable condition of widows and
domination of ritualism under the guise of religious practices. He
tried to remove these abstacles from the Jain society for which he
never hesitated to give magnificient donations. He took initiative to



36 ] THE JAINA ANTIQUARY

form a Jain Youngmen’s Association (1901), the Central Jain Publi-
shing House (1902), Arrah Nagari Pracharini Sabha (1907), Jain
Bala-Vishram Arrah (1907) and the Jain Siddhanta Bhavan (Central
Jain Oriental Library (1908). He was associated with various Jain
organisations all over India. He made a trip of South India in 1906
in order to collect important manuscripts scattered here and there,
including some rare ones on palmleaf. Out of these, some have been
published in Sanskrit, Prakrit, Apabhram$a and Hindi by the insti-
tvte. Recently, a beautiful edition of the llustrated Jain Ramayana
has been pulished. The Institute is also publishing the Jain Siddhanta
Bhaskara-cum-Jain Antiquary, a bi-annual Journal from 1913.
Devakumarji was an editor of the Jain Gazette, started from Arrah

with the object of creating in the Jain community. His activities
were not confined onmly to the Jain community, he had his active
sympathy for the National Freedom Movement of the ceuntry and
had an opportunity of coming into contact with national leaders of
renown. At present Babu Subodhkumar Jain the illustrious son of
Babu Nirmalkumar Jain, son of rajarsi Devakumarji, is occupied in
carrying out the project started by his forefathers.

*Excerpts from ‘Modern Religious Movements’ to be edited by
Professor Robert D. Baird, Professor of History of Religions, the
University of lowa, USA (third edition), to be published soon by
Manohar Publishers and Distributors, New Delhi.



Jainism and Nepal
H. C. Golchha

According to Jaina literature, Jaina religion was known as Arhat
Dbarma in ages past. The founder of Arhat Dharma was the first
Tirthahkara Bhagavan Rsabhadeva. Lord Rsabha Deva is also known
as the propounder of human civilization and according to Srimad
Bhagvata he is considered as the eighth incari ation among the twenty
four incarnations of Vispu. It is noteworthy, that Jainas do not
believe in God’s Incarnation.

As per the old scriptures, the name of India as Bharat Varsa has
been derived from the name of the Emperor Bharata, the eldest son
of Rsabha Deva. According to fifth skandha of Srimad Bhagavata,
Bharat performed the penance in Pulhasrama on the banks of the
holy river Kali Gandaki in the Haribara Ksetra of Nepal The world
famous collosus of his younger brother Bahubali known as Gomma-
tebvara’ is at Sravanpa Belagola in Karnataka State of India.

In the series of 24 Tirthankaras, the nineteenth Tirthankara
Bhagavan Mallinatha was born at Mithilapuri in Nepal. The twenty-
first in the Tirthankara series, Bhagavan Naminatha was also belived
to have been born at the same Mithilapuri sometime around Dvapara
yuga.

The mention of the twentythird Tirthankara Bhagavan Parsva-
natha is found in all books of ancient histories. The 24th and last
Tirthankara Bhagavan Mahavira was born only few years before
Bhagav3na Gautama Budhha, and propounded the religion of
pancayama or five mahavratas inclusive of the four-fold tenets of
Parsvanatha. The modern form of Jaina religion is attributed to
Lord Mahavira.

Many historians say that the birth of Lord Mahavira took place
at a place known as Vai$ali near Muzaffarpur (Bihar.) not very far
from the present boundaries of Nepal. In the Jain scriptures, it is
stated that the birth place of Mahavira is at a locality called Ksatriya
Kundapura. but the historians are not unanimous about the whereab-
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outs of this Ksatriya Kundapura. In the opinion of Nepal’s ex-Prim
Minister General Matrika Prasad Koirala, the locality of that city
could be where now lies the remains of a city near Simrongarh of
Bara District. ¢vide the preface written by Sri Koirala of the book
‘Mahavir-ke Thiye’) In this way, it would be a very noteworthy fact if
Nepal be the birth place of both the great propounders of ahimsa
(non-violence) namely, the Buddha and Mahavira.

About two centuries after Mahavira’s nirvapa when the scriptu-
ral knowledge of the purvas was on the verge of collapse, due to a
famine previaling in eastern India, the only remaining Saint with
complete knowledge oi the purvas, was Srutakevall Bhadrabahu who
was under ‘mahaprana’ meditation in the caves of Nepal. It was
widely discussed at the learned assembly of Jaina monks at Pataliputra
who sent a group of 500 scholarly monks under the leadership of
Sthiilabbadra to Nepal to meet Bhadrabahu and learn the purvas

from him

Apart from this, there are ample evidenes about the continuance
of jaina religion in Nepal throughout the ages. There are a number
of ancient Jaina manuscripts in the Natjonal Archives in Kathmandu,
among which the hand-written paim-leaf manuscript of Prasna
Vyakarana is a rare collection. The local society ‘Nepal Jain Parishad
has made several copies of it and has sent them to various Jain
scholars and libraries. The reported presence of the images of the
Jaip Tirthankaras in the holy shrines of Pa‘upatinatha is a ready
confirmation of the prevalence of Jainisim in Nepal. 1In fact, the
scientific study of Jaina Archeological Monuments has not yet been
undertaken in Nepal so far. It is believed that many additional evide-
nces can be brought to light by such scientific study in excavations;

Centuries past after the nirvana of Lord Mahavira, Jainism got
divided primarily into two main branches : (a) Digambara-whose
monks discarded clothes, as these were regarded as parigraha which
stood against the vow of non-possession and (b) Svetambara—whose
monks and nuns accepted clothes as essential parigraha which should
not be discarded because of civil consideration. Later the Svetamba-
ras got further sub divided into Murti Pujak (believers in idol
worship), Sthanakvasi (non-believers in idol worship) and Terapan-
thi (also non- believers in idol worship). Although jaina community
is a minority in Nepal, followers of all the four sects are present. But
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due to their large number, the Svetambar Terapanthi sect is
prominent.

The followers of Jain religion are spread mostly in eastern and
central regions of Nepal. In western region they are comparatively
low in number. There are local associations of Jains in Morang,
Sunsari, Jhapa, Saptari, Parsa and Kathmandu. A Jain Centre named
‘Bhagavin Mahavir Jain Niketan’, meant prmarily for religious
purposes, has been built in Kathmandu at a cost of Rs. 10 million
and was recently inagurated by prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
in the month of July 1991. It has a conference hall, 24 guest rooms
and various other facilities. A temple is yet to be built in the centre.
However, there is a small Grha Mandir (House-temple’ located in
the premises of Golchha Honse at Ganabahal in Kathmandu where
local and visiting Jaina devotees offer their prayers. In Kathmandu,
all the four Jaina communities are members of a single association
know as ‘Nepal Jain Parishad’ where various religious events of
different sects are collectively organised.
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THE ILLUSTRATED

JAIN RAMAYANA

It is often forgotten that Jainas have not only preserved and
kept' ali ve Indian Protohistorical traditions like, Puranic, Bitahminism,
but considerably helped in popularising and immortalising Rama in '
its literature from the earliest times. The Jaina Ramayana, howeyer,
makes significant departures from more traditional versions. For
instance, according to this version, Rama is a direct descendant of the
Tirthankara Rishabhadeva. '

Of the 250 compositions, big and small, 25 are in Prakrit, 71 in
Sanskrit, 22 in Apabhramsha, 82 in Hindi, 17 in Kanada and a few in
Tamil, Gujarati, Marathi and Urdu. This publication, the Rama
Yasho-Rasayana, is composed in Hindi verse by a Jain ascetic,
Keshrajayati around 1623 A.D. Its chief value lies in the 213

colougsdememiesucs paintings illustrating the story.

Published by
~ Vew @i Jain Oriental Library, ARRAH
Price 850/~ only
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