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Dear Sadharmik Bhais and Bens:

It was my long dream since 2013, when we built Shikharbandhi temple, to write a history of Jain
Society of Central Florida (JSOCF), Altamonte Springs, FL and try to explain each and every
idol put in the new temple. Finally, my dream came true and after six years of my effort and with
the help of some Jain community members in India, finally I have put together this document. It
took me this long because | had to struggle to get lots of information and talked to many
scholars, Sadhus in India to get information, particularly about Dev Devies, particularly 16
Vidya Devies, as this information is not available in original Jain scriptures. Dev Devies came
about seventh century in the era of Sri Yasovijay Maharaj Saheb. He was the big sadhak of Sri
Saraswati Devi. With the help of her sadhana, he convinced many Brahamins about Jain religion
and philosophy.

I would like to thank Dr. Rashmiben Bheda and Megh Nandu from India to provide some
Gujarati description of Dev & Devies. Also, | have obtained some information from JAINA
Education books, Siddhachkra book by Shri Chandrakantbhai Mehta and many on line JAIN web
sites like JAIN WIKIPEDIA BY JAIN UNIVERSITY and other web sites.

I would like to thank past and present executive committee members and all Jain community
members who helped me while | was in Florida with temple activites. | would also like to thank
Pravinaben Shah to allow me to serve in temple construction project.

| would like also to thank Dr. Vijaybhai Poonai for having full faith in me during construction
projects and giving me guidance many times and during writing of this document. | would like to
thank Sanjaybhai Shah for his help in getting the document printed.

In the past, many of you had expressed that some one should write the history of JSOCF and that
is what | have tried in this document. I hope you like it and read it.

Rajendra Mehta

rajkumud@hotmail.com
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In this present endeavor Rajendrabhai has once again showed his keen interest in
enlightening others on the symbolisms seen in books of Jainism and in the temples;
very little has been written to explain the meaning or original signification of these
beautiful epigraphic materials seen on the walls, pillars, and ceilings of Jain and
other temples; the ravages of time have clouded our memory. To unravel some of
these lost treasures, the Author has spent countless hours of research, to bring to
light, the answers to these questions, for which we are grateful.

| was in constant touch with him during the construction of our Shikar Bandhi
Temple; He worked tirelessly, even at the expense of his health, on a daily basis,
helping to disassemble and make sure each precut marble was set in the right
place; and praise should be given to Kumudben for her support to him during this
time; of course, the commitment and dedication of Pravinaben to plan and execute
the project is exemplary. The participation and support of our members throughout
IS no less praiseworthy. It was an amazing, and unbelievable experience to be
involved in building a temple from ground up, and that too outside our Matra
Bhumi.

Rajendrabhai has demonstrated singular scholarship in his dissertation; He has
touched upon a subject which has been overlooked for too long; and has added
another line in the pages of history; and opened the doorway for further exploration
and documentation of the literary meaning, history, and chronology of Jainism.

Finally, myself and Anilaben are humbled to share, and be a part, of this unique
and generous dedication by Rajendrabhai.

Vijaybhai Poonai
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Jain Society of Central Florida (JSOCF) is the Shikharbandhi Jain Derasar in Central Florida.
Built in the city of Altamonte Springs. JSOCF is just 15 miles north of downtown Orlando,
Florida. It is a unique abode of Jain Spirituality.

Jain Society of Central Florida is a medium size vibrant Jain community which was founded
before 1990.

History before 2013:

Few Jain families migrated to Orlando area in late 70’s. In 1981, Mrs. Laxmiben Zaveri and
Mrs. Hansa Shah organized first Jain Aaradhana/Bhakti with at least seven Jain families
participating. Each family took turns to hold regularly scheduled Aaradhana with each family
taking turn and holding it at participant’s home. The effort was expanded to teach Jain religious
principles and stavan to children with 14 children participating. Teaching was performed using
Jain literature that Jain families had available at the time. As new Jain families moved in they
joined the practice till 1984.

In 1984, Several Jain families moved in to Orlando area including Rajendra Mehta family.
Rajendra Mehta setup a session to prepare an organized Jain Stavan note book, brought in
additional material and began using that material.

1. First official pathshala was started by Rajendra Mehta in 1986 by distributing materials
consisting of stotras, stutties, stories, jain philosophies. Every month children prepared
from this material and presented in monthly meetings.

2. First right way of doing pratikraman during paryushan and Samvatsari pratikraman was

started by Kumud Mehta in 1986.

Bringing scholars was started by Rajendra Mehta from 1990 onwards

1990: Triputhi Bandhu lectures in Orlando followed by their presence in Ocala.

1990 thru 1995: monthly gathering of Jains at members’ homes.

First Ghee Boli at Hindu Temple during Shri Chandrakant Shah and Shri Suryakant

Dawawala presiding over Sangh was done in year 1992. This fund raising ceremony,

inspired subsequent president to form the organization and file for 401 C (3) exempt

status from IRS.

7. First time all Florida Jain Sanghs including Tampa, Jacksonville, Miami and Orlando,
were present in Florida Mahavir Janma Kalyanak Celebrations in the year of 1993 on a
grand scale in Hindu Society hall.

8. JSOCF was incorporated in 1990 with the pro bono help from attorney Shri
Prabhodhbhai Patel and by laws and policies and procedures written by Mr. Rajendra
Mehta and Mr. Bhupendra Delliwalla.

9. IRS 401 C3 non profit organization filing date was in late 1993
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20.

21.

After several rounds of questions and answers with IRS office, final approval from IRS
was obtained in early 1994. This opened the doors for fund raising efforts and building
our own temple.

Several efforts to place Jain Mahavir Swami Murti in Hindu temple failed and it was
decided to build our own Jain temple.

1995 to 2004, monthly gathering of Jains at Bhavik Singh’s Spiritual Center. Our
sincere thanks to Bhavik Singh.

In 2002, JSOCF purchased a property in Altamonte Springs. Thanks to pro bono help of
real estate agent Mrs. Pennaben Sheth who donated her commission back to JSOCF.
Thanks to grand efforts of Dr. Sashikantbhai Shah, house was modified to accommodate
Temple/Upashraya and Pratistha Mahotsav was celebrated with the help of Nandubhai
and family’s vidhi performances in August 2004 in presence of scholars Gurudev Shree
Chitrabhanuji, Pramodaben, Samnijies, Panditji Dhirubhai Mehta, Dr. Jitendrabhai

Shah, Dr. Tarlaben Shah & Smt. Sunandaben Vora.

Temple was formally opened with the help of Gurudev Shree Chitrabhanuji in August
2004.

In 2006, Paryushan Parva was celebrated with Dr. Jitendra Shah.

In 2007, Paryushan Parva was celebrated with Smt. Pramodaben Chitrabhanu Shah.
JSOCF started Chaitra Paripad Yatra of 5 temples first time in the year of 2006. Thanks
to the Amitbhai Vora and family for sponsoring this event.

JSOCF participated in Jain Temple Pratistha Mahotsav ceremony in Tampa Florida in
year of 2009.

Subsequently, thanks to the great efforts of Dr. Sashikantbhai Shah, big Upashraya,
office space, and kitchen facilities were added to the temple in year of 2006.
Two rooms were assigned to Pathshala operations in the year of 2012 and formal

Pathshala ribbon cutting ceremony was performed by Dr. Chandrakant Doshi and his
wife Joan Doshi.

Many other scholars like Achraya Chandanaji and Achraya Amerendra Muni also visited

JSOCF.

Since it’s beginning, JSOCF members had focused on building their own temple. In 2001 we
purchased an old house with big open land and converted into a small temple without shikhar.
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First Pratishtha of JSOCF Temple in September 2004:

In June 2004, on hurricane days, the pratishtha was done for the first temple under the guidance
of Shri Gurudev Chitrabhanuji and the vidhikar Shri Narendrabhai Nandu and company.

Then, in 2006, JSOCF built a 5000 square feet multipurpose hall, which is used for all activities
including cultural program during Mahavir Janma Kalyanak, Sapna Darshan during Mahavir

Janma Vaanchan, and variety of events during Mahavir Janma Nirvana. Members also conduct
monthly Aaymbil and other activities.
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Shikharbandhi Temple Pratishtha in September 2013:

The dream of a shikhar bandhi temple came true, for Jains of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida,
in 2012 when Dr. Vijaybhai Poonai came forward and helped our Sangh with his gracious
donation in remembrance of his late wife Dr. Anilaben Poonai.

Thanks to great efforts of Pravinaben Shah, the architecture of the project, and her construction
team of Rajendra Mehta and Dilip Shah, the shikhar bandhi Jain temple was built in adjacent
property and moved the Murties to shikhar bandhi temple with great respect on September 15,
2013, when Jain Society of Central Florida (JSOCF) hosted the Pratistha Ceremony. Prior to
that, Uthhapan Ceremony was held on June 22-23, 2013 with the help of Shree Nandubhai
family.

JSOCF members proudly decided to call this Shikharbandhi temple as “ANILA VIJAY
POONAI TIRTH”.
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The celebrations went on for five days, from September 12th to September 16th, 2013, marking
the beginning of a new chapter for Central Florida Jain community. This auspicious event
elicited excitement among thousands of members of the Jain community across the nation and
more than 750 Jain shravaks & shravikas attended the Pratistha. JSOCF displayed the fruits of
labor, involving, fundraising, planning, and its execution in the well planned Mahotsav during
Pratistha. The entire mahotsav turned out to be a soulful and spiritually elevating experience.
One had to be there to experience all this and feel overwhelmed. And those who experienced
were truly blessed.

Unity in diversity can be observed under one roof. The biggest achievement treasured by this
Pratishtha was the unprecedented coming together of all sampradais at a single sanctum-
sanctorum for worshipping, as a single unified group, of Jains!
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This exquisite structure itself is a traditional shikhar bandhi (Steeple and Dome) temple with an
area of over 4600 square feet. The inside of the temple is done entirely with marble. The rang
mandap is about 3200 square feet. Ghabharo (inner Sanctum) is about 300 square feet. Ghabharo
has three sets of murties. In the middle, it has the presence of Shvetdmbar pratimajis of Sri
Mahavir Swami (our Mulnayak — 21”’) and two side pratimajis of Shri Adeshwar Swami and Shri
Vimalnath Swami (both of 17”). On the left side, we have Digambar pratimajis of Shri Adeshwar
Swami (217) with Shri Mahavir Swami and Shri Chandraprabhu Swami (both 17”) on its side.
On the right-hand side, we have Sri Simandhar Swami pratimaji (19”).

Outside Gabhara, on left side there is a murti of Padmavati Devi and on right side there is a murti
of Ghantakaran Vir.

In the bhumti, on three sides, we have inter-mix of Shvetdmbar and Digambar pratimajis of 24
Tirthankars and Shri Gautama Swami. Also, in two corners, we have pratimajis of Shri
Shantinath Swami and Sri Parshvnath Swami.

Behind Ghabharo wall, on one side, we have sasvat (mangal murti) pratima of Shri Rushabhanan
Swami. On the back of Ghabharo wall, we have two mangal murties of Shri Chandranan Swami
and Shri Varisen Swami along with marble putt of Nandishwar Dweep Tirth. On the other side
of the Ghabharo wall we have Mangal murti of Shri Vardhman Swami.

In the Rangmandap, on the left side of main door, we have Satrunjay pat, gokhalas of Shri
Ambika Devi, Shri Chakeshwari Devi, Shri Nakoda Bhairavji, Samet Shikar pat and Navkar
Mantra Shila. On the right side of the main door, we have Girnar pat, gokhalas of Shri Laxmi
Devi, Shri Saraswati Devi, Shri Manibhadra Vir, Pavapuri pat and Shrimad Rajchandraji’s
marble foot prints and a photo.

This is the first temple in North America, where we have installed the 16 Vidya Devies, 10
Dikpals and 9 Grahas in the temple. Also, each Tirthankar in the Bhamati and the Dev/Devi now
have its own Dhaja Dand and the ceremony was performed during the event on August 28th to
August 30th 2015.

First Aaymbil was started in March 2008. First Gyan Gosti was started by Pravinaben Shah
on 2008.

Bi weekly adult swadhyay are conducted.
Monthly snatra puja and other activities are held, sponsored by individual families.

JSOCEF is also working on building an Institute of Jainology, which will be a media center along
with all scriptures and books related to Jain religion. Once this center is built, this would be a
place to go to learn everything about Jainism. Work on this has already started in the old temple
area which was vacated after the idols were moved to the new temple.

JAIN SOCIETY OF Central Florida
407 W Citrus St, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
2018-2019



JSOCF temple is located at 407 West Citrus Street, in Altamonte Springs, FL. Like every
Derasar, it is a source of inspiration for seva and spiritual development. In the words of a wise
sadhu; "The real purpose of a Derasar is to build a Derasar within™

Now Orlando area has one more attraction. We would like to request Jain community of the
entire U.S.A and world to visit this temple as a part of your Orlando attraction trip along with
Disney World, Universal Studio and Sea World. All other attractions will give you physical joy
while visiting our temple will give you a pilgrimage feeling and inner peace of mind and body.

The temple web site is www.jsocf.org. Please contact any of the committee members listed on the
web site if you plan to visit the temple in Orlando. We will make your visit memorable.

The History of JSOCF 2005

Construction Began on

September 15,2013

1990

Invited Scholars
included: Triputhi
Bandhu, Shree
Charukirti, Devenkiriti
Bhattarakji, Panditji

1994

First large-scale
Paryushan Celebration
with discourse by
Gurudev Chitrabanuiji at
Semincle Community
College Auditorium.
Members pledged
$59,000 to build a Jain
Temple in the Orlando

1995 - 2001
Members hosted
monthly gathering of
Jains at Bhavik Singh's
Spiritual Center.
Samaniji were invited
from India to stay at the
spiritual center and
provide religious
guidance. Samaniji
began teaching regular

the expansion of dherasar
to include large hall,
pathsala space, office
space, and a food prep
area. The area around the
nahhara was also updated

First Diwali dinner
and cultural
program in the new
hall. Program
performed by

JSOCF Celebrates
the Pratishta and
opening of new
Shkrbandhi

2019

Madification of the
hall to add a second

Dhirubhai Mehta, Dr. pathsala to children at story and
Jitendrabhai Shah, area monthly events. °h'd'°:’°': a;ddadults establishment of the
Sunandaben Vora, and Members took turns :"‘ nlcd'iJ eda Institute of
many other notable bringing Gochri to ormal dinner Jainalogy
scholars
=== —
—
August 22-23, 2004
2013
1993 JSOCF celebrated Pratishta JSOCF grow to over
" Mahotsav for Dherasar builtin the
200 families in the
&Iga:-g:j:ﬁhh::ﬁtj:ygﬁg :?m".fe"" d pt't"p':j'“; t:"’"" notabls Orlando area.
Program. JSOCF adopted ignitanies attendedtne = Construction began on
constitution bylawys, i P " a Shikrbandhito
. " Gurudev Shri Chitrabanuji
registerad with state of Pramodaben, Samanijis. P;ndit accommodate murtis
1982 Florida, and 501 C (3) status Dhirubhai M;hlﬂ Dr !Iit’sndra for 24 Thirthankars
was filed with IRS P
Afew local Jain Shah, Tarlaben Doshi 2009
Families Took Turns 2001

First Chaitya Paripati to tour
5 Jain temples around
Florida in one day. Families
gathered to provide
vegetarian meals to
homeless on Thanksgiving,
with hopes to reduce the
number of Turkey’s killed on
this day.

hosting monthly pujas
in their homes.
Children were taught
basic Jain Principles
and Philosophy

JSOCF purchased property
in Altamonte Springs.
Kumbh Vidhi was celebrated
on May 13, 2001. Bi-weekly
swadhyay group and regular
pathsala were initiated
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http://www.jsocf.org/

Before | start describing what is in the JSOCF temple, | would like to give a brief history of
Jainism. In this document, some words are used interchangeably and have same meaning, like

Tirthankar ------ - Jina----------- - Lord
Idols ------ -> Murties ------- ->Statues

Dev, Devies ------ - Yaksha, Yakshini etc. -------- - deities------- - God-Goddess

HISTORY OF JAINISM:

Introduction

It is difficult to cover the history of Jain religion within the scope of this document, but the
following is the attempt to briefly outline the salient features.

Indian culture consists of two main trends: Shramanic and Brahmanic. The Vedic traditions
come under the Brahmanic trend. The Shramanic trend covers the Jain, Buddhist, and other
similar ascetic traditions. The Brahmanic schools accept the authority of the Vedas and Vedic
literature. The Jains and Buddhists have their own canons and accept their authors.

Jainism is an ancient independent religion of India. However, it is wrong to say that Bhagawén
Mahavir founded Jainism. Jainism is an eternal religion; it has always existed, it exists now, and
it will always exist in the future. Jainism has been flourishing in India from times immemorial.
In comparison with the small population of Jains, their achievements in enriching the various
aspects of Indian culture are great. Jains are found all over India, and all over world and are
known everywhere for the strict observance of their religious practices in their daily lives.

Legendary Antiquity of Jainism

Jainism is an eternal religion. Therefore, there is a prehistoric time of Jainism and there is a
historic time of Jainism. Jainism is revealed in every cyclic period of the universe, and this
constitutes the prehistoric time of Jainism. In addition, there is a recorded history of Jainism
since about 3000-3500 BC.

Prehistoric Period

According to Jain scriptures, there were infinite number of time cycles in the past (no beginning)
and there will be more time cycles in future. Each time cycle is divided into two equal half
cycles, namely Utsarpini (ascending) Kal (time) and Avasarpini (descending) Kal. Each cycle is
again divided into six divisions known as Arés (spokes of a wheel). The Aras of Avasarpini are
reversed relative to those in Utsarpini. There are 24 Tirthankars in each half cycle. Kevalis
known as Tirthankars teach religious philosophy through Sermons, which leads human beings
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across the ocean of sorrow and misery. Tirthankars are the personages who delineate the path of
final liberation or emancipation of all living beings from succession of births and deaths.

The tradition of Tirthankars in the present age begins with Shri Rishabhadev Swami, also known
as Shri Adinath Swami, the first Tirthankar, and ends with Shri Mahdavir Swami, the twenty-
fourth Tirthankar. Naturally, there is a continuous link among these twenty-four Tirthankars who
flourished in different periods of history in India. It, therefore, means that the religion first
preached by Shri Rishabhadev Swami in the remote past was preached in succession by the
remaining twenty-three Tirthankars for the benefit of living beings and revival of spirituality.

There is evidence that there were people who were worshipping Sri Rishabhadev before Vedic
period. It has been recorded that King Kharavela of Kalinga, in his second invasion of Magadha
in 161 B.C., brought back treasures from Magadha and in these treasures, there was the idol
known as Agra-Jina, of the first Jina (Shri Rishabhadev) which had been carried away from
Kalinga three centuries earlier by King Nanda I. This means that in the fifth century B.C. Shri
Rishabhadev was worshipped and his idol was highly valued by his followers. Other
archaeological evidences belonging to the Indus Valley Civilization of the Bronze Age in India
also lend support to the antiquity of the Jain tradition and suggest the prevalence of the practice
of the worship of Rishabhadev, the first Tirthankar, along with the worship of other deities.
Many relics from the Indus Valley excavations suggest the prevalence of the Jain religion in that
ancient period (3500 to 3000 B.C.).

e |t is observed that in the Indus Valley civilization, there is a great preponderance of
pottery figures of female deities over those of male deities and the figures of male deities
are shown naked.

e |t is found that the figures of six male deities in nude form are engraved on one seal and
that each figure is shown naked and standing erect in a contemplative mood with both
hands kept close to the body. Since this Kéyotsarga (way of practicing penance, as in a
standing posture) is peculiar only to the Jains and the figures are of naked ascetics, it can
be postulated that these figures represent the Jain Tirthankars.

e Again, the figures of male deities in contemplative mood and in sitting posture engraved
on the seals are believed to resemble the figures of Jain Tirthankars, because these male
deities are depicted as having one face only. While, the figures of male deities of Hindu
tradition are generally depicted as having three faces or three eyes and with a trident or
some type of weapon.

e Furthermore, there are some motifs on the seals found in Mohen-Jo-Daro identical with
those found in the ancient Jain art of Mathura.

As Shri Mahavir Swami was the last Tirthankar, most philosophers consider Shri Mahéavir
Swami as the founder of the Jain religion. Obviously, this is a misconception. Now, historians
have accepted the fact that Shri Mahdavir Swéami did not find the Jain religion but he preached,
revived and organized the religion, which was in existence from the past (Anadi Kal).

At present, we are in the fifth Ara, Dusham, of the Avasarpini half cycle, of which nearly 2500
years have passed. The fifth Ara began 3 years and 3 ¥ months after the Nirvana of Bhagawan
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Mahévir Swami in 527 B.C. Bhagawan Shri Rishabhadev, the first Tirthankar, lived in the later
part of the third Ara, and the remaining twenty-three Tirthankars lived during the fourth Ara.

Historical Period - Jain Tradition and Archaeological Evidence
Shri Neminath Swami as a Historical Figure

Shri Nemindth Swami or Shri Aristanemi Swami, who preceded Bhagawén Shri Parshvanath
Swami, was a cousin of Krishna. He was a son of Samudravijay and grandson of Andhakavrshi
of Sauryapura. Krishna had negotiated the wedding of Neminath with R&jimati, the daughter of
Ugrasen of Dvérkd. Neminéath attained emancipation on the summit of Mount Raivata (Girnar).

There is a mention of Shri Nemindth Swami in several Vedic canonical books. The king named
Nebuchadnazzar was living in the 10th century B. C. It indicates that even in the tenth century
B.C. there was the worship of the temple of Shri Nemindth Swami. Thus, there seems to be
little doubt about Shri Nemindath Swami as a historical figure but there is some difficulty in
fixing his date.

Historicity of Shri Parshvanath Swami

The historicity of Bhagawan Shri Parshvanath Swami has been unanimously accepted. He
preceded Bhagawan Shri Mahavir Swami by 250 years. He was the son of King Ashvasen and
Queen Vama of Varédnasi. At the age of thirty, he renounced the world and became an ascetic.
He practiced austerities for eighty-three days. On the eighty-fourth day, he obtained
omniscience. Bhagawan Shri Parshvanath Swami preached his doctrines for seventy years. At
the age of one hundred, he attained liberation on the summit of Mount Samet (P&arshvanéth
Hills).

The four vows preached by Bhagawén Shri Parshvanath Swami are: not to kill, not to lie, not to
steal, and not to have any possession. The vow of celibacy was implicitly included in the last
vow. However, in the two hundred and fifty years that elapsed between the Nirvana of Shri
Parshvanath Swami and the preaching of Bhagawan Shri Mahévir Swami, in light of the
situation of that time, Bhagawan Shri Mahdvir Swami added the fifth vow of celibacy to the
existing four vows. There were followers of Bhagawan Shri Parshvanath Swami headed by
Keshi Ganadhar at the time of Bhagawén Shri Mahavir Swami. It is a historical fact that Keshi
Ganadhar and Ganadhar Gautam, chief disciple of Bhagawan Shri Mahévir Swami met and
discussed the differences. After a satisfactory explanation by Ganadhar Gautam, Keshi
Ganadhar, monks, and nuns of the Bhagawan Shri Parshvandath Swami tradition accepted the
leadership of Bhagawéan Shri Mahévir Swami and they were reinitiated. It should be noted that
the monks and nuns who followed the tradition of Bhagawédn Shri Parshvandth Swami were
wearing clothes. (by shvetdmbar tradition).

Bhagawan Shri Mahavir Swami

Bhagawén Shri Mahavir Swami was the twenty-fourth and the last Tirthankar. According to the
tradition of the Shvetdmbar Jains, the Nirvana of Bhagawén Shri Mahdvir Swami took place 470
years before the beginning of the Vikram Era. The tradition of the Digambar Jains maintains
that Bhagawéan Shri Mahévir Swami attained Nirvana 605 years before the beginning of the Saka
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Era. By either mode of calculation, the date comes to 527 B.C. Since the Bhagawén attained
emancipation at the age of 72, his birth must have been around 599 B.C. This makes Bhagawan
Mahavir a slightly elder contemporary of Buddha who probably lived about 567-487 B.C.

Bhagawén Shri Mahévir was the head of an excellent community of 14,000 monks, 36,000 nuns,
159,000 male lay votaries (Shréavaks) and 318,000 female lay votaries. (Shréavikas). The four
groups designated as monks, nuns, laymen, and laywomen constitute the four-fold order (Tirtha)
of Jainism.

Of the eleven principal disciples (Ganadhars) of Bhagawan Shri Mahavir, only two, Gautam
Swami and Sudharma Swami, survived him. After twenty years of Nirvana of Bhagawan Shri
Mahavir, Sudharma Swémi also attained emancipation. He was the last of the eleven Ganadhars
to attain Moksha. Jambu Swéami, the last omniscient, was his disciple. He attained salvation
sixty-four years after the Nirvana of Bhagawan Shri Mahavir.

There were both types of monks; Sachelaka (with clothes), and Achelak (without clothes), in the
order of Bhagawén Shri Mahavir. Both types of these groups were present together up to several
centuries after Nirvana of Bhagawén Shri Mahévir.

Jain Tradition and Buddhism

Bhagawén Shri Mahavir was the senior contemporary of Gautam Buddha, the founder of
Buddhism. In Buddhist books, Bhagawén Shri Mahavir is always described as Niggantha
Néataputta (Nirgrantha Jnata-putra), i.e., the naked ascetic of the Jnatru clan. Furthermore, in the
Buddbhist literature, Jainism is referred to as an ancient religion. There are ample references in
Buddhist books to the Jain naked ascetics, to the worship of Arhats in Jain Chaityas or temples,
and to the Chaturyama-dharma (i.e.fourfold religion) of the twenty-third Tirthankar Parshvanath.

Moreover, the Buddhist literature refers to the Jain tradition of Tirthankars and specifically
mentions the names of Jain Tirthankars like Rishabhadev, Padmaprabha, Chandraprabha,
Pushpadanta, Vimalndth, Dharmandth and Neminath. The Buddhist book, Manorathapurani
mentions the names of many householder men and women as followers of the P&rshvanith
tradition and among them is the name of Vappa, the uncle of Gautam Buddha. In fact, it is
mentioned in the Buddbhist literature that Gautam Buddha himself practiced penance according to
the Jain way before he propounded his new religion.

Jain Tradition and Hinduism

The Jain tradition of 24 Tirthankars seems to have been accepted by the Hindus as well as the
Buddhists as it has been described in their ancient scriptures. The Hindus, indeed, never
disputed the fact that Jainism was revealed by Rishabhadev and placed his time almost at what
they conceived to be the commencement of the world. They gave the same parentage (father
Nabhirdya and mother Marudevi) of Rishabhadev as the Jains do and they also agree that after
the name of Rishabhadev’s eldest son, Bharat, this country is known as Bhérat-varsha.

In the Rig Veda, there are clear references to Rishabhadev, the first Tirthankar, and to
Aristanemi, the twenty-second Tirthankar. The Yajur Veda also mentions the names of three
Tirthankars, Rishabhadev, Ajitnath, and Aristanemi. Further, the Atharva Veda specifically
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mentions the sect of Vratya means the observer of Vratas or vows as distinguished from the
Hindus at those times. Similarly, in the Atharva Veda, the term Maha Vratya occurs and it is
postulated that this term refers to Rishabhadev, who could be considered as the great leader of
the Vratyas.

Keval-jnani, Shruta Kevali and Das-purvi Achéaryas

The Keval-jnanis are those who have eradicated the four destructive karma and attained perfect
knowledge. Shruta-Kevalis are those who know all of the 14 Purvas and 12 Anga-pravishtha
Agams. Das-purvi are those who know the first ten Purvas and 11 Anga-pravishtha Agams.
Through the special powers of Shruta Kevalis (memorization by listening), the sermons given by
Tirthankars are passed on to the generations, the following provides the list of Keval-jnani,
Shruta-Kevali and Das-purvi Achéaryas after the Nirvana of Bhagawin Mahavir:

Keval-jnani Achiryas

Shvetdmbar Tradition Digambar Tradition

Name Years as Acharyas Name Years as
Achéryas

Sudharma-swami 20 Gautam-swami 12

Jambu-swami 44 Sudharma-swami 12

Jambu-swéami 38

Shruta-kevali Achéryas

Shvetdmbar Tradition Digambar Tradition

Name Years as Acharyas Name Years as

Achéryas

Prabhav 11 Vishnu 14

Sayyam-bhava 23 Nandimitra 16

Yashobhadra 50 Apardjit 22

Sambhutivijay 8 Govardhan 19

Bhadrab&hu 14 Bhadrab&hu 29

Das-purvi Achéaryas

Shvetdmbar Tradition Digambar Tradition

Name Years as Acharyas Name Years as
Achdryas
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Arya Sthulibhadra 45 Visakh Achirya 10
Arya Mahagiri 30 Prosthil 19
Arya Suhastin 46 Kshatriya 17
Gunasundar-suri 44 Jaysen 21
Arya Kilak 41 Négasen 18
Skandildchérya 38 Siddhértha 17
(Samdilya)

Revati-mitra-suri 36 Dhritisen 18
Arya Dharma 24 Buddhilinga 20
Bhadragupta-suri 39 Deva 14
Shrigupta-suri 15 Dharmasen 16
Vajraswami 36

According to the Shvetdmbars, the series of the Das-purvis (knowledgeable of eleven Angas and
ten Purvas only) completely ended with the death of Acharya Vajra. His death occurred in 114
Vikram Samvat (584 years after Bhagawéin Mahidvir’s Nirvana). However, according to the
Digambar, Dharmasen was the last Das-purvis, 345 years after Bhagawin Mahavir’s Nirvana.

After Arya Vajra, there flourished Arya Rakshita, who had knowledge of nine and a half Purva,
remained Yug-pradhan for thirteen years. Keeping in view that disciples might have differently
developed faculties of intelligences, understanding, and retention, he made four classifications of
the Agams, based on the four viewpoints of exposition (Anuyoga). Until his time, each and
every Agam Sutra work was expounded from all four viewpoints of exposition.

Jain Agams

Jain scriptures, which were passed on to the generations’ by Ganadhars and Shruta-kevalis, is
known as Agam literature. These texts are the Holy Scriptures of the Jain religion. For further
detail, refer to the chapter on Jain Agam literature.

Shvetdmbars and Digambars:

Jains were divided into two groups, Shvetdambar and Digambar, nearly six hundred years after
the Nirvana of Tirthankar Bhagawan Mahéavir. The Digambar monks are naked while the
Shvetdmbar monks wear white clothes. The process of the split started in the third century B.C.
The famous Jain Achérya, Shruta-kevali Bhadrabiahu, predicted a long and severe famine in the
kingdom of Magadha (in modern Bihar). With a view to avoid the terrible effects of famine,
Bhadrab&hu, along with a body of 12,000 monks, migrated from Patliputra, the capital of
Magadha, to Shravanbelgola (in modern Karnataka State) in South India. Chandragupta Maurya
(322-298 B.C.), who was then the Emperor of Magadha and was very much devoted to Acharya
Bhadrabédhu, abdicated his throne in favor of his son Bindusér, also joined Bhadrabidhu’s
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entourage as a monk, and stayed with Bhadrabdhu at Shravanbelgola. Chandragupta, the devout
ascetic disciple of Bhadrabahu, lived for 12 years after the death of his Guru, Bhadrabahu, in
about 297 B.C. After practicing penance according to the strict Jain rite of Sanlekhand,
Chandragupta died on the same hill at Shravanbelgola. This Bhadrabédhu - Chandragupta
tradition is strongly supported by a large number of reliable epigraphic and literary evidences
including both Shvetdmbar and Digambar traditions.

When the ascetics of Bhadrabdhu Sangha returned to Patliputra after the end of a twelve-year
period of famine, to their utter surprise, they noticed two significant changes that had taken place
during their absence. In the first place among the ascetics of Magadha, under the leadership of
Achérya Sthulibhadra, the rule of nudity was relaxed and the ascetics were allowed to wear a
piece of white cloth (known as Ardhaphalaka).

Secondly, the version of sacred books (memorized version — no written book existed) that were
accepted at the council of Patliputra in their absence, they found some inconsistencies. As a
result, the group of monks who returned from Bhadrabédhu’s group did not accept these two new
things introduced by the followers of Acharya Sthulibhadra, and proclaimed themselves as true
Jains. Eventually, about 600 years after the Nirvana of Bhagawan Mahavir, Jain religion was
split up into two distinct sects: the Digambar (sky-clad or naked) and the Shvetdmbar (white-
clad). However, when it comes to the philosophy of Jainism, there is essentially no difference
between these two major traditions. Differences are most marked in the rituals only. Both
believe in Non-violence and Multiplicity point of view. Therefore, in spite of the differences one
can practice Jain way of life with five minor vows of house holder, and control over four
passions with mind, speech and body, maintaining a unity in diversity.

Differences between Digambars and Shvetambars:

The Digambars believe that no original canonical text exists now. They believe that all the texts
were written after last Shruta-Kevali Bhadrabdhu’s time, and therefore are incomplete. The
Shvetdmbars still preserve a good number of what they believe are original scriptures.

According to the Digambars, the omniscient do not take any food. As they destroy four Ghéti
karma, they achieve Anant Virya (infinite energy) and their Audarika Sharira changes into Param
(supreme) Audérika Sharira (devoid of bacterial decay or deterioration), therefore they should
not have Ashéta-vedniya karma of hunger .The Shvetdmbars do not accept this concept.

The Digambars strictly maintain that there can be no salvation without nakedness as it represents
the ultimate non-possessiveness. Since women cannot go without clothes, they are said to be
incapable of salvation. The Shvetdmbars hold that nakedness is not essential to attain liberation.
Hence, women are also capable of salvation. However, this is a moot point in this fifth Ara of
regressive time cycle, as no one, man or woman can attain Moksha during this Ard from this
Bharat Kshetra.

The Digambars hold that Bhagawan Mahavir did not get married. According to the
Shvetdmbars, Bhagawén Mahavir was married and had a daughter.
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The images of Tirthankars are not decorated by the Digambars, whereas the Shvetdmbars
decorate them. In Shvetdmbar tradition, the Tirthankar’s idol represents him in the life of a king,
who has conquered all his internal enemies. Tirthankar is not an ordinary king but a king of the
spirit. He is royal not because of his birth or social status but for his accomplishment of being
Vitardga. While in Digambar tradition, Tirthankar’s idol represents Him after Omniscience
(Keval-jnén), a Vitaraga, free from all attachments.

The Shvetdmbar monks wear white clothes, however, the Digambar monks of Nirgrantha type
are naked, while Brahmachéries at some level (Ellakas & Sullakas) wear white or orange cloths.

Jain doctrine has been remarkably stable over the centuries and there have not been any serious
changes or modification and therefore can be said to be time tested. This stability is largely due
to Umadsviti’s Tattvirtha-sutra, written in the 1st century. This work was written before the
divisions between the Shvetdmbars and Digambars became final, and thus is accepted by both
branches of Jainism.

Shvetambar Sub Sects

The Shvetdmbar sect has also been split into two main sub sects: Murtipujak and Sthanakavasi.
Later a group separated from the Sthénakavasi tradition and identified themselves as Terdpanthi.

Murtipujak

Murtipujak Shvetdmbars are the worshippers of idols. They offer flowers, fruits, sandalwood,
etc. to their idols and adorn them with rich clothes and jeweled ornaments. Their ascetics cover
their mouths with a piece of cloth (Muhapatti) while speaking; otherwise they keep the cloth in
their hands. They stay in especially reserved buildings known as Upashrays. They collect food
in their bowls (patra)rom the Shrdvaks’ houses (called Gochari) and eat wherever they are
staying (called Upashray). Though the Murtipujak Shvetdmbars are concentrated mostly in
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and Gujarat, they are also found scattered all over India.

Sthanakavasi

The Sthanakavési sect arose as reformers. Lonk&shah, a rich and well-read merchant of
Ahmedabad, founded this sect in about 1453 A.D well after the Murtipujak group. He noticed
that Yatis who were caretaker of Jain temples and performed the rituals were misguiding the
common people under the name of religion. He studied the scriptures and interpreted idol
worship as being against original Jain tenets. This was the preamble to setting up the
Sthé&nakavési sect, which came into being as the non-idol worshippers.

Bhanaji-muni was the first known Muni of that sect. The Shvetdmbar sect was thus divided into
two sub-sects. This division was however helpful in dealing with an end to the evils of Yatis.
Sthanakavaésis introduced strict codes of conduct for their monks in contrast to the lax behavior
of the Chaityavasis.

The ascetics of the Sthanakavéasi cover their mouths with a piece of cloth (Muhapatti) all the
time. Sthanakavisi accepted the authenticity of 32 of 45 Agam scriptures of the Shvetambar
Murtipujaks. The Sthdnakvésis are also mainly located in Gujarat, Punjab, Hariyana and
Rajasthan.
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Terapanthi

The Terapanthi sub sect is derived from the Sthdnakavési section. Swéami Bhikkanaji Maharéj
founded the Terapanthi sub sect. Swéami Bhikkanaji was formerly a Sthadnakavasi monk and had
been initiated by his Guru, Acharya Raghunitha. Swami Bhikkanaji had differences with his
Guru on several aspects of religious practices of Sthanakavasi ascetics and when these took a
serious turn, he founded the Ter&pantha sect in 1760 A.D. They consider mercy and charity
work is the social duty of laypeople (Laukik Dharma). However, the proper way (religious way)
to consider mercy and charity work is to give to the people who are practicing vows (Virati).
The Terdpanthis are very organized under the complete direction of one Achdrya. The
Terépanthi sect, like the Sthanakvasi from which it separated in the eighteenth century, does not
worship idols.

In 1936, this position was passed to twenty-one years old Acharya Tulsi. It was an inspired
choice, for this young man was to transform the Terdpanthi. He traveled to almost every part of
India. He had shown particular concern for education, putting emphasis on study, research, and
writing by Ter&panthi monks and by nuns as well.

The Jain Vishwa Bharati that emerged from his work is an institution for higher education in the
Jain field and it is recognized by Government of India as a deemed university. In 1949, he
initiated the Anu-vrata movement for moral uplift, honest and nonviolent, non-exploitive society.
Some of its members are non-Jains. In 1980, he introduced another innovation with the initiation
of the first of a new order of ‘Saman and Samani. Whilst dedicated to the life of nuns and
monks, they are excluded from the prohibitions on traveling in vehicles and on eating at lay
people’s homes (alone in an isolated place if essential) as well as from certain rules incumbent
on the full-fledged mendicant. After Achirya Tulsi, Achdrya Mahépragnaji and after that
Achérya Sharaman holds this position currently.

Digambar Sub Sects

The Digambar sect in recent centuries has been divided into the following major sub-sects:
Bisapantha, Terdpantha, and Taranapantha or Samaiyapantha.

Bisapantha

The followers of Bisapantha support the Dharma-gurus, that is, religious authorities known as
Bhattarak, who are not Monks, but are the heads of Jain Mathas. Jain Mathas are religious
monasteries responsible to collect and preserve Jain Agams and to look after the financial affairs
of groups of temples. As Digambar monks lived outside the cities until at least 5th century, there
was the need to create the Mathas and to have Bhattdraks. Now there are only two or three
Mathas and very few Bhattéraks left. The Bisapanthas worship the idols of Tirthankars and
deities; they use fresh fruits and flowers in their temples.

Terapantha

Terépantha arose in North India in the year 1627 A.D as a revolt against the domination and
conduct of the Bhattarak as they started to act like Monks, rather than the religious authorities
controlling the Mathas of the Digambar Jains. As a result, in this sub sect the Bhattarak are not
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much respected. In their temples, the Ter&panthis install the idols of Tirthankars, and during the
worship they do not use fresh fruits or flowers.

Taranapantha

The sub sect Taranapantha is known after its founder Tarana-Swami or Tarana-Tarana-Swami
(1448-1515 A.D.). This sub sect worships sacred books and not the idols. They follow
Digambar traditional texts and Digambar monks. This group was very small and was limited to
a very small section of Madhya Pradesh. This group is slowly disappearing; they have
associated at places with Kanji swami tradition.

Great Achéaryas of Digambar and Shvetambar Traditions

Great writings by Acharya Kunda-Kunda, which is about 2000 years old, is revered by all
Digambars as well as by many other Jains. Shatakhand Agam by Achéarya Pushpadanta and
Bhutabali is one of the very old (50-80AD) scripture accepted by Digambars. Tattvértha-Sutra
by Umasvéti or Umasvami is accepted by both major traditions, Shvetdmbar and Digambar.
Acharya Siddhasen Diwakar lived during the time of Vikramaditya. He has written about many
aspects of Jainism. His Sanmati-Tarka is considered a masterly book and is enthusiastically
studied by scholars even at present. Sarvértha Siddhi of Pujyapéd-swéami, in the 5th or 6th
century, Kashaya-Pahuda of Acharya Gunadhara, and Shad-darshan Samuchchaya and Yoga
Drashti Samuchchaya of Acharya Haribhadra-Suri, in the 8th century, are the major works after
the compilations of the Agams.

By that time, idol worship was firmly established and many temples were set up. This
necessitated the help of well-versed people for consecrating the idols and for performing various
rituals. In the Shvetdmbar sect, this led to the rise of renegade monks known as Yatis. They
used to stay in the temples and therefore came to be known as Chaityavésis. They lived in
affluence and availed themselves of all the comforts of life. Haribhadra-Suri was the first to
criticize their accesses. However, the evil continued long after that.

Noteworthy works after this period are the Mah&-Purin of Digambar Achérya Jinsen (770-850),
and the Trishashti (63) Shaldka Purusha of Hemchandra-acharya (1088-1173). Both these works
are voluminous and deal with the lives of Tirthankars and other illustrious personalities. During
this time period, serious efforts were made to curtail the excesses of Yatis in the 11th century by
Vardhamansuri. This was continued by his successors Jineshwar-Suri and Jindatta-Suri. The
latter is popularly known as Dada Gurudev. He founded the Kharatar Gachchha (Purer Sect) in
about 1150. The excesses of the Yati, however, seemed to have survived even that onslaught.

Hirvijay-Suri was the well-known Achérya of the 16th century. He seems to have impressed
even Mogul emperor Akbar who issued a proclamation forbidding animal slaughter on certain
days. The next two well-known personalities are Yogi Anandghanji and Upadhyay
Yashovijayaji. The real name of the former was Labh&nandji. Since he remained more absorbed
in the nature of the soul, he is popularly known as Anandghanji. He has written many thought-
provoking Padas. The best known is his Anandghanji Chovisi that contains devotional songs in
admiration of all 24 Tirthankars. Upadhyay Yashovijayaji was a prolific writer. He has written
on almost every aspect of Jainism in Sanskrit, Prékrit, and old Gujarati.
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Digambars also experienced a significant change during the late sixteenth century through a
famous poet and scholar named Banérasidas. He was born in a Shvetdmbar family and was an
easygoing youth. He however happened to read Samaysar and was very much impressed. He
has written Samaysar-Néatak, which is a dramatic version of Samaysar. He was a devout scholar
of the works of Kunda-Kundédchédrya. He revolted against the lax behavior of Bhattéraks and felt
their ritualistic practices were excessive and involved a high degree of Himsa in offering of
flowers, fruits and sweets in temple rituals. He called for abolishment of such offerings from
daily rituals in the temples.

Bandarasidés influence was further felt through Pundit Todarmal of Jaipur. His doctrinal pursuits
emphasized Nishchaya Naya (absolute) aspects of Kunda-Kundachdrya writings. This greatly
revitalized the Digambar tradition and allowed them to move forward during a period of difficult
changes. Following this period of change, even within the Digambar tradition, sects known as
Teré&panthis and Bisapanthas came about. Their beliefs and practices vary from one region to the
other.

JAIN SOCIETY OF Central Florida
407 W Citrus St, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
2018-2019



Tirthankar Mahavir Swami
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TIRTHANKARAS (JINAS) AND OTHER
MURTIES IN JSOCF TEMPLE

24 TIRTHANKARS BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Jains pay their respect and worship idols of Jinas for three reasons:
* He has liberated Himself and attained Moksha
» He expounded the path of Liberation

« To get an inspiration to become like Him

The only goal of Jainism is to free ourselves from worldly sufferings and attain liberation.
Jinis a liberated soul, free of its material body and resides at the top of the universe,
called Siddha-loka. The images of Jinas are intended to serve as a reminder to the faithful of
the possibility of liberation. They serve as role models for Jain lay people in, guiding their
ethical code of living; and for the aspirant Jin provides inspiration and a reminder that spiritual
liberation is an attainable goal. ~As a detached soul, free from this world, the Jin is incapable of
responding to a devotee’s prayers or requests. This inability to intervene and, to respond to
the prayers and offerings from the faithful, sets Jin images apart from all Hindu and most
Buddhist deities, who can be called upon to help a devotee by different rituals.

Time rolls along in eternal cycles of rise and decline. Utsarpini is a "rising" era in which human
morale and natural conditions improve over time. At the end of Utsarpini, begins Avasarpini, a
"declining"” era of the same length, in which human morale and virtues deteriorate. During the
middle of every rising and declining era twenty-four souls become Tirthankaras. They are
humans like us who rise to that level. While accumulating different karmas, they also accumulate
a special karma called Tirthankar Nam Karma in the last 3rd part of their life by performing one
or more of the 20 special austerities. Tirthankar Nam Karma matures in the final life and leads
the person to become a Tirthankara. After attaining omniscience, Tirthankara reorganize Jain
religion to suit the changing times. Tirthankaras are also called Arihantas, Jinas, Kevalis, and
Vitragi. Arihant means "destroyer of inner enemies,” Jina means "victor of inner enemies,” and
vitragi means "one who does not have any more attachment or hatred towards anyone." This
means that they are totally detached from worldly aspects. They have destroyed the four ghati
karmas, namely Jnanavarniya Karma, Darshanavarniya Karma, Mohniya Karma, and Antaraya
Karma. They are Kevaljyani meaning that they know everything everywhere that happened in
the past, that is happening now, and that will happen in the future at the same time. They are also
Kevaldarshani, meaning that they can see all that happened in the past, that is happening now,
and that will happen in the future all at the same time. They reinstate the fourfold order of sadhus
(monks), sadhvis (nuns), shravaks (male householders), and shravikas (female householders).
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It was stated earlier that Tirthankars are born only in 3rd and 4th Arés in our region called Bharat
Kshetra of Jambu Dweep. Since we are in the 5th Ara now, no Tirthankar exist in our region. In
the 3rd and 4th Aréas of current Avasarpini cycle, the twenty-four Tirthankars were born in our
region. Generally, when we state that there are twenty-four Tirthankars, we specifically mean
that there were twenty-four Tirthankars in the 3rd and 4th Aré of the current Avasarpini time
cycle.

According to Jainism, there are 15 regions in the universe where the possibility of Tirthankars
exist. Out of these, 10 regions (5 Bharat and 5 Airavat) are such that the human behavior and
natural conditions continuously changes and Tirthankars appear only during 3rd and 4th Aras.

The other five regions (5 Mah&-Videha) are such that the conditions are always conducive to
have Tirthankar. At present, there exist four Tirthankars in each Mahda-Videha Kshetra (regions).
Thus, there are a total of 20 Tirthankars preaching Jainism in Maha-Videha regions at the present
time. Shri Simandhar Swami is one of the 20 Tirthankars. In many Jain temples, an idol of Shri
Simandhar Swami is installed which represents and reminds us that at present there are living
Tirthankars preaching Jainism in the other part of the universe. This is also important since a
soul can transmigrate to and take a human birth in one of the Mah&-Videha regions now and
progress to reach liberation even though it is not possible to attain liberation in the present time
in our region (Bharat Kshetra).

Jains celebrate five major events in the life of a Tirthankar. They are called Kalyanak (auspicious
events). They are:

1. Chyavana Kalyanak - This is the event when the Tirthankar's soul departs from its last
life, and is conceived in the mother’s womb.

2. Janma Kalyanak - This is the event when the Tirthankar's soul is born.

3. Diksha Kalyanak - This is the event when the Tirthankar's soul gives up all his/her
worldly possessions and becomes a monk/nun. (Digambar sect does not believe that
women can become Tirthankar or be liberated.)

4. Kevaljnana Kalyanak - This is event when Tirthankar’s soul destroys the four ghati
karmas completely and attains the Kevaljnana (absolute knowledge). Celestial angels set
Samavsaran for Tirthankars from where he/she delivers the first sermon. This is the most
important event for the entire Jain order as the Tirthankar reinstates Jain Sangh and
preaches the Jain path of purification and liberation.

5. Nirvana Kalyanak - This event is when a Tirthankar’s soul is liberated from this worldly
physical existence forever and becomes a Siddha. On this day, the Tirthankar’s soul
destroys the four aghati karmas completely, and attains salvation, the state of eternal
bliss.

There are other significant events also in the final life of Tirthankars. When a Tirthankar’s soul is
conceived, his/her mother has fourteen dreams (some texts mention sixteen dreams). A
Tirthankar’s soul, while even in mother’s womb, has three types of knowledge, namely
Matijnan, Shrutjnan, and Avadhijnan. One year before the time of renunciation, a group of
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celestial angels come to pay homage to the future Tirthankar. They remind him/her that the time
to renounce the world is arriving. When a Tirthankar renounces the worldly life, he attains
Manahparyavjnan, the fourth type of the knowledge, which enables him/her to know people’s
thoughts.

In ancient days, in temples, Tirthankar’s murties were identified from one another by their names
written above or below murties. In the second stage respective lanchans were also embossed or
carved below the murti by which one could identify the murti. Then a yaksa and yaksi were
attached to each tirthankar, making the identification a bit easier.

The following tables describe, in brief, name of tirthankar, his parents, birth place, number of
Ganadharas, place of death and emblems.'

LIST OF 24 TIRTHANKARS

NAME FATHER MOTHER BIRTH
PLACE

1) Rushabhdev (Adinath) Nabhi-raja Maru-Devi Ayodhya

2) Ajitnath Jita Satru Vijaya-Devi Ayodhya

3) Sambhavanath Jitari Sena Sravasti

4) Abhinandannath Samvara Siddhartha Ayodhya

5) Sumatinath Megh-Prabha Sumangala Ayodhya

6) Padmaprabhu Dharana (Sidhara) Susima Kausambhi

7) Suparshvnath Supratishtha Prithvi Kasi (Banaras)

8) Chandraprabhu Mahasena Lakshmana Chandrapuri

9) Pushpadanta Sugriva Rama (Supriya)  Kakandi

(Suvidhinath)

10) Shiatnath Dridharatha Sunanda Bhadrikapuri

11) Shreyasnath Vishnu Vishnudri (Vishna) Simhapuri

12) Vasupujya Vasupujya Vijaya (jaya) Champapuri

13) Vimalnath Kritvarman Suramya (Syama) Kampilya

14) Anantnath Simhasena Sarvavasa Ayodhya

15) Dharmanath Bhanu Suvrata Ratnapuri

16) Shantinath Visvasena Acira Hastinapura

17) Kunthunath Surya (Sura) Sri-Devi Hastinapura

18) Aranath Sudarsana Mitra (Devi) Hastinapura

19) Malinath Kumbha Rakshita Mithilapuri
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20) Munisuvrat Swami

21) Naminath
22) Neminath
23) Parsvanath

24) Mahavir Swami
(Vardhaman)

NAME

1) Rushabhdev (Adinath)

2) Ajitnath

3) Sambhavnath

4) Abhinandan Swami

5) Sumatinath

6) Padmaprabhu

7) Suparshvanath

8) Chandraprabhu

9) Pushpadanta or
(Suvidhinath)

10) Shitalnath

11) Shreyasnath

12) Vasupujya Swami

13) Vimalnath

14) Anantanath

15) Dharmanath

16) Shantinath

17) Kunthunath

18) Aranath

19) Malinath

20) Munisuvrat Swami

21) Naminath

Sumitra
Vijaya
Samudravijaya

Asvasena
Siddharatha

Padmavati
Vapra (Vipra)
Sivadevi
Vama

Priyakarni
(Trishala)

LIST OF 24 TIRTHANKARS

NUMBER OF PLACE OF

GANADHARAS DEATH
84 Mount Kailasa
90 Mount Parasnath
105 Samet Sikhar
103 Samet Sikhar
116 Samet Sikhar
111 Samet Sikhar
95 Samet Sikhar
93 Samet Sikhar
88 Samet Sikhar
81 Samet Sikhar
77 Samet Sikhar
66 Champapuri
55 Mount Parasnath
50 Mount Parasnath
43 Mount Parasnath
36 Mount Parasnath
35 Mount Parasnath
30 Mount Parasnath
28 Mount Parasnath
18 Mount Parasnath
17 Mount Parasnath
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Kusagranagara
(Raj-grih)
Mithilapuri
(Mathura)

Sauripura
(Dvaraka)

Kasi (Banaras)
Kundapura

EMBLEM

Bull
Elephant
Horse
Monkey
Curlew
Red Lotus
Svastika
Crescent
Dolphin

Wishing Tree
Garuda
Buffalo
Boar

Bear
Vajardanda
Deer

He Goat
Fish

Water pot
Tortoise
Blue Lotus



22) Neminath 11 Mount Girnar Conch

23) Parshvanath 10 Mount Parasnath  Serpent
24) Mahavir Swami 11 Pava Puri Lion
In the Gabhara:

Gabhara has three sets of murties. In the middle, it has the presence of Shvetdmbar pratimajis of
Sri Mahavir Swami (our Mulnayak — 21”) and two side pratimajis of Shri Adeshwar Swami and
Shri Vimalnath Swami (both of 17”). On the left side, we have Digambar pratimajis of Shri
Adeshwar Swami (21”) with Shri Mahavir Swami and Shri Chandraprabhu Swami (both 17”) on
its side. On the right-hand side, we have Sri Simandhar Swami pratimaji (19”).

In the Bhumti:

In the bhumti, on three sides, we have inter-mix of Shvetdmbar and Digambar pratimajis of 24
Tirthankars and Shri Gautama Swami. Also, in two corners, we have pratimajis of Shri
Shantinath and Sri Parshvnath.

7 Tirthankars 11 Tirthankars 6 Tirthankars and Sri Gautam Swami
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Shri Shantinath Sri Parshvnath

Looking in to Rangmandap from front door
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Looking in to Rangmandap from Ghabhara towards main door

Simandhar Swami is currently one hundred seventy-five thousand years old and shall remain
alive for one hundred twenty-five thousand years more. His body size is very large. His eating
and drinking are different from ours. His speech is in the form of deshna* (deshna - ego-less
speech that liberates the listener). He is totally and completely free of ego. His speech is without
ownership, His speech is without attachment and every living being understands it in his
language. He always has compassion for all living beings and has a constant desire for the
benefit of all living beings. He is instrumental for our salvation as He remains the Self
in absolute knowledge kevalgnan. He establishes a tirtha place of pilgrimage every place he
walks. His body’s paramanus (parmanu - infinitesimal sub-atomic particles of matter) are
completely pure. He has thirty-four such atishayas extraordinary spiritual energies evident to all.
He is endowed with so much merit karma, that is not excelled by any other living being. His
body is the last one before final liberation charam sharira and endowed with perfect beauty.
Upon seeing Him, one is filled with feelings of unparalleled devotion. For those who have
attained Self-realization, Keval Gnan (absolute knowledge) is attained by just His darshan.
When the Lord’s sight is cast upon you, the ‘seal of liberation’ gets stamped on you. He is
enlightened without a guru swayambuddha and is born with three types of knowledge, (mati,
shruti and avadhi) and after accepting diksha renouncing the world, He attained the fourth
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knowledge called manahparyaya gnan which is knowledge of all the phases of the mind, and
ultimately the state of kevalgnan absolute enlightenment. His remaining discharge karma are
currently being exhausted like water flowing in the river; whereas He remains in the state of
absolute knowledge. He has become the instrument for the final liberation of countless people.
We heartily bow down million times to such a perfect, benevolent, living, Arihant Lord and
make our life worthwhile with the constant desire to see Him in person.

Instrumental in the mission of liberation of millions by Shri Simandhar Swami, are sixty-
four Ganadhars (key associates of the Lord, who are Self-realized beings leading multitude of
seekers on the path of liberation), one million great kings with absolute knowledge, one billion
male ascetics, one billion female ascetics, nine billion male householder devotees and nine
billion female householder devotees; as well as the protecting deities of His reign that include
Shri Chandrayan Yakshadev and Shri Panchanguli Yakshinidevi.
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SHRI GAUTAM SWAMI:

Shri Gautam Swami was the first Ganadhar of Sri Mahavir Swami.

In 607 B.C., in the village of Gobargaon, a Brahmin couple called VVasubhuti and Prithvi Gautam
had a son named Indrabhuti. He was tall and handsome. He had two younger brothers named
Agnibhuti and Vayubhuti. All three were well versed in the Vedas and other rituals at an early
age. They were very popular and great scholars in the state of Magadh. Each one of them had
500 disciples.

Once in the city of Apapa, a Brahmin named Somil was conducting a Yagna (sacrificial
ceremony) at his home. There were over four thousand Brahmins present at the occasion, and
there were eleven popular scholars among them.

Indrabhuti stood out as a bright star. Somil was a staunch supporter of the Brahmin philosophy
and was very happy during the ceremony. The whole town was excited by this event in which
they were going to sacrifice the sheep and the goats. Suddenly, Somil noticed many celestial
beings coming down towards his sacrificial site. He thought that this would make his offering
ceremony the most popular in the history. He told the people, "Look at the sky, even the angels
are coming to bless us.” The whole town was eagerly looking at the sky.

To their surprise, the celestial beings did not stop at their site, instead they went further down.
Somil's ego melted away as he learned that the celestial beings paid homage to Lord Mahéavir,
who had come to nearby Mahasen Forest. Indrabhuti was outraged by this incident and his ego
was bruised. He started thinking to himself, "Who is this Mahavir who does not even use affluent
Sanskrit, but speaks the common public language of Ardha Magadhi.” Everyone in the ceremony
was overpowered by the mere presence of Lord Mahévir. Indrabhuti once again thought,
"Mahavir opposes animal sacrifices, and if he succeeds then we Brahmins will lose our
livelihood. I will debate with him." He left to challenge him.

Mahévir welcomed Indrabhuti by calling him by his name even though they had never met
before. Indrabhuti was surprised, but then he said to himself, *Who does not know me? | am not
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surprised he knew my name. | wonder if he knows what I am thinking." Omniscient Mahavira
knew what was going through Indrabhuti's mind. Indrabhuti, even though a great scholar, had a
doubt about the existence of Atma (soul) and was thinking to himself, "Can Mahévir tell that |
doubt the existence of the soul?” The next moment Mahévir said, "Indrabhuti, Atma (soul -
consciousness) is there and you should not question it." Indrabhuti was shocked and began to
think very highly of Mahavir. Then, they had a philosophical discussion, and Indrabhuti changed
his beliefs and he became Mahavir's first and chief disciple. Indrabhuti was fifty years old at the
time, and from then on he was called Gautamswami, because he came from Gautam family.

Meanwhile in the town, Somil and other scholars were waiting to greet the expected winner of
the debate, Indrabhuti. They were shocked to learn that Indrabhuti had become the disciple of
Mahavir. The other ten Brahmin scholars, also went to debate with Mahavir, also became his
disciples, in the same way as Indrabhuti. The people present at the Somil’s place began to leave,
and Somil canceled the ceremony and turned all the animals loose.

One time, Gautamswami was going back after the gochari (getting food or alms), and he noticed
many people going in another direction. He asked them what was going on. They said, "We are
going to see Anand shravak. He has been performing austerities and has attained a special
knowledge (Avadhignan).” Anand shravak was Mahavir's follower, so Gautamswami decided to
go and visit him. When Anand saw Gautamsw&ami coming to his house, he was very happy that
his guru (spiritual teacher) was coming. However, even though he was very weak due to his
austerities, he got up and welcomed Gautamswami. Gautamswami inquired about his condition.
Anand replied, "With your blessings, | am fine." After some time, Anand told Gautamswéami
with respect, "Reverend teacher, | have attained Avadhijnan because of which | can see as high
as fourteenth heaven and as low as the seventh hell." Gautamswami thought, " A shravak can
attain Avadhijnan, but not to this extent.” Aloud he told Anand, "You should do prayshchit
(atonement) for your imagination."” Anand was puzzled. He knew what he could see, but his
teacher told him to atone for telling that. So, he politely asked Gautamswémi, "Does one have to
atone for telling the truth?" Gautamswami replied, "No," and then left the place thinking, "I will
reconfirm this with Lord Mahavir."”

Gautamswami returned to Lord Mahavir, who was sitting with his other disciples, and asked
about Anand. Mahavir said, "Gautam, Anand was telling the truth. How could a person like you
with so much knowledge makes such a mistake? You should atone for your mistake.” Mahéavir
believed in the truth, and he would never cover up the mistake of his disciple just to make their
group look good. Gautamswami put his alms aside, and immediately went to Anand's house to
ask for forgiveness for his doubt. Anand was proud of his humble teacher, who did not mind
admitting his own fault to his followers.

On another occasion, Gautamswami went to town for the alms. He was returning with the kheer
(a sweet made from rice and milk) in a patra (bowl) when he saw fifteen hundred hermits.
Gautamswami felt that they were hungry and offered them the kheer. They began to wonder how
Gautamswami would feed all of them. Gautamswami requested all of the hermits to sit down,
and then he served everyone with the kheer with the help of Aksheenmahanasi (nondiminishing)
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Labdhi (special power). While serving the kheer, he kept his thumb in the kheer. To everyone's
surprise they were all well served from the small patra (bowl). The hermits were all so impressed
by Gautamswami, that all fifteen hundred decided to take diksha (renunciation) from Lord
Mahavir.

Many sadhus, including those hermits, attained Kevaljnan, but Gautamswami was still unable to
achieve it. He was worried that he would never attain Kevaljnan. One day, Gautamswami asked
Lord Mahavir, "There were eleven of us (main disciples - Ganadhars) who accepted diksha and
most of them have attained Kevaljnan. Why am | so unlucky that I am not able to attain
Kevaljnan?" Lord Mahévir replied, "Gautam, you have too much affection for me. In order to
attain Kevaljnan you must overcome the attachment. So, until you give up your attachment
towards me, it would not be possible for you to attain Kevaljnan."

On the day when Mahavir was to attain nirvana (liberation), Mahavira sent Gautamswéami out to
preach to a man named Devsharma. On his way back, Gautamswami learned that Lord Mahavir
had attained nirvana and reached the moksha (salvation). Gautamswami went into a state of
shock and sorrow, lamenting, "Lord Mahdvir knew this was going to happen. Why did he send
me away”? Gautamswami could not stop his tears and started weeping. Within a few minutes, he
came back to his senses and began thinking, "Maybe this was destined to happen this way. No
one can live forever; no relationship is permanent. Why was | so attached to Mahavir?" He
contemplated that he was wrong and gave up attachment for Mahavir. During this deep thinking,
he burned his Ghati Karmas and attained Kevaljnan at the age of eighty.

Gautamswami taught and spread Jain principles for next twelve years. He attained Moksha, at
the age of ninety-two in 515 B. C.
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Dev, Devi (YAKSHAS and YAKSHINIS), 16 Vidhya Devies, 9 Grahs, Ksetra-pal,

10 Dikpals, 4 Pats and 4 Mangal (Sasvat) Murties Description:

This is the first temple in North America, where we have installed the 16 Vidya Devies, 10
Dikpals and 9 Grahas, Ksetra-pal in the temple.

In the Rangmandap, on the left side of main door, we have Satrunjay Pat, gokhalas of Shri

Ambika Devi, Shri Chakeshwari Devi, Shri Nakoda Bhairavji, Samet Shikar Pat and Navkar
Mantra Shila.
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On the right side of the main door, we have Girnar pat, gokhalas of Shri Laxmi Devi, Sri
Saraswati Devi, Shri Manibhadra Vir, Pavapauri Pat and Shrimad Rajchandraji’s marble foot
prints and a photo.

Outside Gabhara, on left side there is a murti of Sri Padmavati Devi and on left side there is a
murti of Shri Ghantakaran Vir.

On the top of the front door, inside Rangmandap, there are idols of 7 Grahs and Khetrapal.

Before | go in to detail of what is in the temple, the following is the brief description of Yakshas
and Yakshinis as per Jain literature.

In addition to Tirthankar murties, there are idols of devsand devies or Yakshas and Yakshinis
(deities), in JSOCF temple. These deities are neither eternal nor divine, and they themselves
are the worshippers of the Tirthankars and, true devotees.

In addition, these devs and devies are full of passions and are wandering through the cycle of

birth and death just like us. Yakshas are males and Yakshinis are females. They are also called
Shésandevtdas (male ones) and Shadsandevis (female ones). They are guardian angel deities.
They are heavenly beings of the Vyantar group who have supernatural powers including the
ability to change their forms and sizes. These Yakshas and Yakshinis were either appointed
by Indra (king of heavenly gods) or were themselves associated with Tirthankars in their
previous lives. Even though, Tirthankars do not require or ask for any protection, these Yakshas
and Yakshinis due to their devotion for Tirthankars took upon themselves to protect them and
Jain religion whenever it becomes necessary.

The earlier scriptures like the Sthananga-sutra, Uttaradhyayan-sutra, Bhagawati-sutra, Tattvartha-
sutra, Antagadadasdo-sutra, and Pauma-chariya have frequent references to Yakshas and
Yakshinis. Many Jains pay their respect to these Yakshas and Yakshinis because they provided
protection to the Tirthankars and to the existence of Jain religion. These are the reasons
they are found around the murties of Tirthankars. Yaksha is usually found on the
right side of the Jin idol while Yakshini is on the left side. In Jain temples, they are never
situated at a higher location in relation to images of the Jinas. These are benevolent Yakshas
and Yakshinis. There are also malicious Yakshas and Yakshinis who caused sufferings to
Tirthankars and troubles to Jains and existence of Jain religion. For example, Yaksha
Sulpéni troubled Lord Mahéavir in his mediation and inflicted many sufferings. There are similar
stories in, which malicious Yakshas troubled others as well. Jains do not pay respects or
worship Yakshas and Yakshinis for the material gains, favor and freedom from danger,
illness and disease. We pay our respect to them because of their service to Tirthankars
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and Jain religion. Asking for materialistic gains from them will be quite opposite to the

teachings of the Jinas.

All the deities that make up the various groups of the Jain pantheon are supposed to live in one

of the three worlds of the Jain universe, namely the:

adho lok: where, very near to madhya lok, on the top part of the adho lok, many Yakshas and
Yakshinisand Dev, Devies stay, except sasvat dev, devies

madhya lok: where, on the top part of the madhya lok, Jyotish devs like 9 Grahs are located.
Also, in this lok vidya devies and some Saswat devs stay.

ardhva lok: Saswat devies stay in the lower part of the Grdhva lok. Since Padmavati Devi is

Indrani of Shri Dharmendra Indra, she stays in this lok.

Some of the dev, devies and vidya devies (*) are also Yaksas and Yakshinis of tirthankars, they

are described in the following sections.

The twenty-four tirthankaras and the connected female Deities are as follows:

Tirthankar

Devies, Yakshinis

1. Rushabhnath

Sruta Devi

2. Ajitnath

Manasi Devi *

3. Sambhavnath

Vajrasrunkhala *

4. Abhinand Swami Rohini *
5. Sumatinath Kali *
6. Padmaprabhu Swami Gandhari *

7. Suparsvanath

Mahamanasi *

8. Candraprabhuswami

Vajrakshi *

9. Suvidhinath

Jvalanayudha

10. Sitalnath

Manavi *

11. Sreyanshnath

Mahakali *
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12. Vasupujya Swami Sri Santi

13. Vimalnath Rohini *

14. Anantnath Acyuta Devi *

15. Dharmanéth Prajapati *

16. Shantinath Brahmasanti (Yaksha)
17. Kunthunath Purushadatta Devi *
18. Aranath Chakradhara Devi
19. Mallinath Kapardi (Yaksha)
20. Munisuvrat Swami Gauri *

21. Naminath Kali *

22. Neminath Amba

23. Parsvanath Yata devi

24. Mahavir Swami Ambica

SASWAT DEV DEVIES

Manibhadra Vir  Nakoda Bhairav Padmavati Devi

Ghantakaran Vir
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Ambica Devi Chakeshwari Devi Laxmi Devi Saraswati Devi

Shri Ghantakarn Vir:

Sri Ghantakaran Vir is worshipped for protection and for driving away evil influence created by
the malicious Yakshas and Yakshinis. His arrow indicates penetration of evil forces. The
bow gives forceful momentum to the arrow. His symbol is the bell that resounds to create
auspicious sounds in the atmosphere. Sometimes people who are not aware of the facts call
him Ghantakaran Mahdavir by mistake. That creates confusion between Lord Mahéavir and
Ghantakaran Vir. He is not connected to Lord Mahdvir in any way.

Acharya Buddhi-sager-siiri (1874—1925) established the group, with its main center at Mahudi,
near Vijapur in Gujarat, and made it a largely public phenomenon. Thousands of devotees visit
this place, which has become extremely popular, especially on the day before Diwali. They offer
a special sweet dish known as sukhadi to Ghantakaran, both to thank him and to ensure that any
possible malevolent influences from the previous year are negated. His group implies making
offerings to fire, a normal procedure in Hindu worship.
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Shri Manibhadra Vir:

Shri Manibhadra Vir is originally a Yaksha, worshipped by Indian masses since very olden
times. His introduction to Jain worship is only a later adaptation.

Sitting on an elephant that is often shown with three trunks, this boar-headed being with four or

more hands has become a familiar sight on side doors or niches in Svetambar temples.

Legendary accounts of Manibhadra Vir stress his fighting character and role in defending both
image worship and the Tapa-gaccha monastic lineage. For example, he is described as the
reincarnation of a 16th-century lay man who defended image-worshipping practice against the
followers of Lonka Sah. In his subsequent birth he was a hero who defeated a bhairav who had
been invoked by opponents of the Tapa-gaccha.
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Shri Nakoda Bhairav:

This is the statue of Bhairav. This statue is usually found near the entrance of any
temple, except in JSOCF temple. People from far and near visit the shrine and make
offerings to the statue upon fulfillment of their material desires. It is a positive force
around the temple.
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Nakoda Bhairav is a protective male statue worshipped in Nakoda, a Svetambar Jain pilgrimage
tirth in western Rajasthan. He is very popular in the Svetambar community, but also well known
among Jains in general. Nakoda Bhairav is famous for his miraculous powers, granting boons
and possessing his devotees.

The present statue of Nakoda Bhairav was created and ceremoniously installed in
the temple dedicated to Shri Parsvanath in 1934. Nakoda Bhairav is situated next to the temple's
main image, Nakoda Parsvanath. The statue of the 23rd tirthankar, Nakoda Parsvanath, is
reported to have been discovered underground in 1455 with the help of Nakoda Bhairav.

According to the site’s own history, Jains have resided in Nakoda since the second century
following the nirvana of the 24th tirthankar, Mahavir Swami, which is 527 BCE in
traditional Svetambar dating. From this time onwards, various Jain activities are reported, such
as temple constructions and visits from famous monks, including the influential philosopher
Haribhadra. There are stories of Jain statues that were hidden underground to protect them from
attacks by intolerant rulers and chieftains during the first half of the second millennium. Many
such statues were forgotten and some are still dug out today. The statue of Parsvanath in Nakoda
— Parsvanath was rediscovered in this way in 1455.

According to the story, a Jain lay man had a dream in which Nakoda Bhairav told him of the
long-forgotten statue of Parsvanath the 23rd tirthankar, and where it was hidden. The statue was
then discovered and installed in the Nakoda temple by the Kharatara-gaccha monk Kirtiratna-
stiri. As Kirtiratna-siiri was carrying the rediscovered statue of Parsvanath, people spontaneously
formed a procession behind him. They saw Nakoda Bhairav in the form of a boy dancing and
walking with them, eventually causing them to stop in Nakoda. Kirtiratna-siiri decided to keep
the Parsvanath statue there and installed the aniconic image — pindakar — of Nakoda Bhairav by
the temple entrance. Similar stories are found in other pilgrimage sites.

The site was later abandoned until the Tapa-gaccha nun Sundarsri came to the Nakoda temple at
the beginning of the 20th century and decided to spend the rest of her life working on its
restoration. She raised funds and interest in the site, actively propagating the cult of Nakoda
Bhairav, which gave rise to her nickname of the ‘Savior of Nakoda Tirth’ — tirthoddharika. The
official trust overseeing the site was established in 1924.
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Shri Padmavati Devi:

She is the dedicated yakshni of Lord Parshvanath, the 23" tirthankar. Her color is golden and
her vehicle is a snake with a cock’s head. She has four arms. Her two right hands hold a
lotus and a rosary and two left hands hold a fruit and a rein. She is the Indrani of
Dharnendra Indra, who is also a Yaksha of Shri Parsvanath.

The yakshni of the 23rd tirthankar, Parsvanath is Padmavati Devi. As a $asan-devi — ‘deity of the
teaching” — she is believed to help protect and spread the message of her tirthankar. Padmavati is
one of the most important Jain goddesses among both Digambars and Svetambars and is
worshipped all over India. She is the focus of individual worship partly because of her
associations with wealth.

As a goddess, Padmavati is a soul subject to the cycle of birth and can intervene in human
affairs, unlike tirthankars, who are liberated, perfect souls, completely detached from everyday
human experience. Lay Jains worship gods partly to request help with worldly matters, ranging
from issues of health and fertility, and passing examinations to business success. By the tenth
century several of the sasan-devatas had developed into independent gods at the center of their
own group. This may be because of their connections with the major tirthankars, links with a
prominent pilgrimage canter or various stories of their powers.

Padmavati is assigned different attributes and divine vehicles by the two main sects of Jainism.
However, among both she is frequently linked to the snake, the emblem of Shri Parshvnath.
Padmavati is particularly significant among Jains in Karnataka, especially the Digambar centers
of Hombuja or Humcha and Shravana Belgoda.
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Shri Sarasvati Devi:

Shri Saraswati Devi, the goddess of knowledge, is considered to be the source of all
learning. Her divine energy is the source of spiritual light, eradicator of all ignorance and promoter
of all knowledge. She is respected and adored by all faiths, worldly people and saints. She
has four arms, one hand holding a book, one holding a rosary and two hands holding a musical
instrument vina. Her seat is a lotus and the peacock are her vehicle representing equanimity in
prosperity. In some books it is mentioned that the swan is her vehicle.

Jains call the goddess of speech and knowledge Sarasvati, which is also her name among Hindus.
She is also known as:

» Srut-devata — ‘the divinity of learning’

»  Srut-devi — ‘goddess of knowledge’

= Vagei$vari — ‘the goddess of speech’

» Sarda.

Sarasvati Devi lives in the lower levels of the upper world of the Jain universe, where gods and
goddesses live. She is very popular and is honoured by writers in particular. In addition, worship
of Sarasvati is one of the key parts of the annual festivals of knowledge.

Sarasvati’s antiquity in the Jain tradition is supported by references in early texts, including some
of the Svetambar canonical scriptures.

The main identifying characteristics of Sarasvati Devi are:

= her divine vehicle — swan or peacock, the latter mainly in Digambar sources
= attributes of a manuscript or book, and a lotus
= the presence of a lute — vina.
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Sr1 Laxmi Devi:

Goddess Laxmi (Laksmi) Devi represents wealth. The people worship her as the goddess of
wealth, power, money etc. In her upper two hands, she holds a lotus with an elephant, in
the lower right hand a rosary and in the lower left hand a pot.

Sri Laxmi Devi, who resides in the lake at the top of Mount Himavant, is also the Jain goddess of
wealth and prosperity. She is also known as Laksmi. She has the same names among Hindus. In
the Jain universe she lives in the lower levels of the upper world, the home of gods and
goddesses.

She is specially worshipped by Jains, among whom business is one of the main occupations, on
the day known as Dhan-teras — before the festival of Diwali. This is done through a puja that
‘involves sprinkling auspicious red powder and pafichamyut or ‘five nectars’ of milk, curd,
clarified butter, honey, and sugar onto silver coins’.
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Sri Ambika Devi

She is the dedicated deity of Lord Neminath, the 22" tirthankar. She is also known as Amba
and Amra Kushméndini. Her color is golden and the lion is her vehicle. She has four arms.
In her one right hand she carries a mango and in the other a branch of a mango tree. In
one left hand she carries a rein and in the other she has her two sons.
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Sri Chakswari Devi

She is the dedicated attendant deity of lord Adinath (Rushabhdev). She is also known as
Apratichakra. The color of this goddess is golden. Her vehicle is an eagle. She has eight
arms. In her four right hands she holds the blessing Mudra (posture), arrow, rope and
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wheel. In her four left hands she holds the rein, the bow, the protective weapon of Indra,
and the wheel.
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16 Vidya Devies
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These vidya devies represent 16 alphabets of Indian language which are given below in Gujarati
write up. Some of them are also Yakshinis of tirthankars. They have some magical powers also.
The vidya-devis are said to live on the slopes of Mount Vaitadhya, in the middle world of the
Jain universe.

Different books give different attributes and vehicles for these dev devies depending upon
Shvetdmbar and Digambar sects. JSOCF temple murties may have different attributes and
vehicles than described below:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Rohini - She makes the seed of merit ‘grow’ up, four-armed, six-armed, eight-armed, multi-
armed forms, cow or lotus is her vehicle. Depending upon how many arms, arms hold rosary,
conch, bow and arrow or lotus, fruit and water vase.

Prajfiiapti - She has wide knowledge and helps in shape changing, two, four or multiple arms,
peacock or horse is her vehicle. Arms hold varada-mudra, sakti, and citron or cakra, sword,
conch and mudra.

Vajrasmkhala - main attribute of a strong chain, a lotus or elephant is her vehicle. Arms hold
varada-mudra, fruit and trident.

Vajrankushi - her attributes of the thunderbolt and goad, an elephant is her vehicle.
Apratichakra or Jambunada — also a Yakshini, characterized by the disc cakra, hawk or
garuda is her vehicle.

Purushadatta — origin of name unclear, two, four or multiple arms, buffaloor peacock is her
vehicle. Arms hold sword, shield, lotus and citron.

Kali — after her dark complexion, two, four or multiple arms, lotus or deer is her vehicle.
Arms hold varada-mudra and club.

Maha Kali — very dark, a bell is her symbol, man is her vehicle. Arms hold varada-mudra,
rosary, bell or sword, bow, fruit and weapon.

Gauri — Of light complexion, two, four or multiple arms, alligator or horse is her vehicle.
Arms hold varada-mudra and rosary.

Gandhari — No explanation, two, four or multiple arms, tortoise is her vehicle. Arms hold
varada-mudra and staff.

Sarvastra Mahajvala - also a Yakshini, associated with flames, lion or cat is her vehicle.

Manvi — name unclear, lotus or a hog is her vehicle. Arms hold a tree and fruits or fish and
trident.

Vairutyaa - for the removal of enmity, connected with snakes, two, four or multiple arms,
snake or cobra is her vehicle. Arms hold snake and sword.

Acyuta - cannot be defiled by sins, a horse is her vehicle. Arms hold bow, shield, sword and
arrow.
Mansi - born from the mind, four arms, swan is her vehicle. Arms hold varada-mudra,

vagra, trident and rosary.

Maha Mansi — no explanation of her name, four or multiple arms, lion is her vehicle. Arms
hold varada-mudra, sword, shield and vase.
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10 Dikpals

The Dikpals — 'Guardians of Directions' — form a category found in many Indian religions. There
are eight or ten Jain Dikpals, depending on whether the deities of the upper and lower directions
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are included. The sect of the Digambars does not include these deities, so there are always
eight Digambar Dikpals. These deities, who live in the lower world, serve the Jinas.

(2). Shri Indra or Shri Sakra: He is the dikpal of East direction. The elephant Airavat or a ram is
his divine vehicle and a vagra or thunderbolt or a spear is his attribute. Saci is his wife.

(2). Shri Agni: He is a dikpal of South-East. A sheep or a buffalo is his divine vehicle. A staff or
bow and arrow or a vase is his divine attribute. His wife is Svaha.

(3). Shri Yam: He is a dikpal of South. A corpse or a goblin or a cow is his divine vehicle. He
wears a tiger skin and holds either a club or sword and a bow. His wife is Chaya.

(4). Shri Nairutya: he is a dikpal of South-West. Either a bear or a dolphin or a fish is his divine
vehicle. His divine attribute is a club.

(5). Shri Varun: He is a dikpal of West. He is holding a looped noose by its end in his right
hand, the left hand being in varada mudra. In some other versions, he is distinguished by the
symbol of the fish.

(6). Shri Vayu: He is a dikpal of North- West. A man or a deer is his divine vehicle. His
attributes are gems and a club or a vagra or a banner.

(7). Shri Kuber: He is a dikpal of North. He has a chariot named Puspak. A human or a bull is his
divine vehicle. His attributes are a bow and a trident or a club.

(8). Shri Ishan: He is a dikpal of North-East. He has a symbol of a skull. A bull or a swan is his
divine vehicle. His attributes are a bow and a arrow.

(9). Shri Brahma: He is a dikpal of a upper world. A swan is his divine vehicle.His attributes are
a book and a lotus.

(20). Shri Nag: He is a dikpal of a lower world. Digambars do not accept him. A swan is his
divine vehicle. A lotus and a book are his divine attributes.
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The Nava-grahas — 'Nine Planets' — are part of the Jain universe as they form one of the classes of
gods — the Jyotishi -devs.

(1). Sri Surya or Sun: He rides on a chariot drawn by seven horses and holds two lotuses as his
attributes.

(2). Sri Chandra or Moon: He rides on a chariot drawn by ten horses and holds an urn of nectar
as his attribute.

(3). Sri Mangal or Mars: He rides on a cow and holds a club or axe as his attribute.

(4). Sri Budh or Mercury: He rides a swan and holds a book and a water pot as his attributes.

(5). Sri Guru or Jupiter or Brihaspati: He rides a swan and holds a book and mantra as his
attributes.
(6). Sri Sukra or Venus: He rides a horse and holds an urn as his attribute.

(7). Sri Shani or Saturn: He rides a tortoise and holds an axe as his attribute.

(8). Sri Rahu or Eclipses: He rides a lion and holds an axe as his attribute.
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(9). Sri Ketu or Comet: He rides a cobra and holds a cobra as his attribute.

Sri Rahu and Sri Ketu are actually the points of intersection of the paths of the Sun and the
Moon as they travel in the celestial sphere. Rahu is the north lunar node and Ketu is the south
lunar node. It is also a well-known fact that eclipses occur when Sun and Moon are at one of
these lunar nodes (Rahu or Ketu).
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Khetrapal:

This generic designation refers to deities who are considered ‘guardians of land or territory’.
This means either a large area or, more narrowly, the temple precincts. They live in the lower
levels of the upper world of the Jain universe.

4 Mangal Murties or Sasvat Murties

Shri Rushabhanan Swami  Shri Chandranan Swami Shri Varisen Swami  Shri Vardhaman Swami

These are four sasvat tirthankars. In any Ara, Avsarpani or Uvsarpini, out of 15 khshtras of 5
Bharat, 5 Airavat and 4 Maha Viday khshtras, in any one of these khshtras, any one of these
sasvat tirthankars is always present.
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The Navkar Mantra is the most important mantra in Jainism. It can be recited at any time. While
reciting the Navkar Mantra, we are bowing down, with respect, to Arihantas (souls who have
reached the state of non-attachment towards worldly process), Siddhas (liberated souls),
Achiéryas (heads of sadhus and sadhvis), Upadhyays (those who teach scriptures to sadhus and
sadhvis), Sadhus (monks, who have voluntarily given up social, economic and family
relationships) and Sadhvis (nuns, who have voluntarily given up social, economic and family
relationships). Collectively, they are called Panch Parmesthi (five supreme spiritual people). In
this mantra we worship their virtues rather than worshipping any one particular person; therefore,
this Mantra is not named after any tirthankars. When we recite Navkar Mantra, it also reminds us
that, we need to be like them. This mantra is also called Namaskar or Namoké&r Mantra because
we are bowing down.

The Navkar Mantra contains the main message of Jainism. The message is very clear. If we want
to be liberated from this world then we have to take the first step of renunciation by becoming a
monk or a nun. This is the beginning. If we stay on the right path then we will proceed to a
higher state, Arihant, and ultimately proceed to Siddha after nirvana (liberation from the cycle of
birth and death). The goal of every Jain is, or should be, to become a siddha.
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Srimad Rajchandra

Shrimad Réjchandra (1867-1901 A.D.) was extraordinary from early life, born to a Hindu father
and a Jain mother. At the age of seven he remembered his past life (Jati-smaran Gyan) and
described his experience as a proof of reincarnation. He also believed that his deep
understanding and detachment was because of his knowledge of last life. He had been writing
poetry since the age of eight, at the age of 16 he wrote “Moksha-Mal& describing Jain way as the
true way and the path of detachment. At the age of 19 he displayed his ability to remember and
answer 100 questions in an order called “Shativdhdn” at Faramji Kavasji Institute in Bombay.
At the age of 22 he married Zabakben and had four children.

He wrote some eight hundred letters, which chronicle his spiritual development. A collection of
these letters is the one sacred text for the follower of Shrimad R&jchandra. He wrote many small
books like Bhavana-bodh, Sukh-sambandhi-vichar, and Namirdja etc. For him the spiritual goal
was the experience of the self, and once this was achieved, then so was the spiritual deliverance.
In 1896, in one night he wrote a short verse (142 stanzas) treatise on his view of Jainism to his
friend Subodhbhai. This Atmasiddhi-shistra, ‘Attainment of the Soul,” defined six principles
central to true religion: the soul exists, the soul is eternal, the soul is the doer of its actions, the
soul is the experience of its actions, the state of liberation exists, and the means of gaining
liberation exists. He emphasized that he did not belong to any Gachchha or sect, but only to his
soul. According to him, the nineteenth century decline of Jainism was due to excessive
sectarianism and rituals. However, later in his short life, Shrimad R&jchandra accepted that Idol
worship is an aid to spiritual growth. Many Jains see Shrimad R&jchandra as a great saint. His
spiritual influence on Gandhiji, and consequently on India and the world, through the
dissemination of Ahimsa (non-violence) and other Jain principles, is incalculable.
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Unfortunately, he lived a very short life but his work survives and is changing lives of many,
through religious centers established by his followers.
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SHRI GIRNAR PAT

Sri Neminath bhagwan, the 22nd Tirthankara became an ascetic after he saw the slaughter of
animals for food on his wedding. He renounced all worldly pleasures and came to Mount Girnar
to attain salvation. Here, he attained Keval Gyan and Moksha. His bride-to-be Rajul also
renounced and became a nun.

It is situated on the first plateau of Mount Girnar at the height of about 3800 steps, at an altitude
of 2370 ft above Junagadh, still some 600 ft below the first summit of Girnar,

On entering the gate of Jain complex, the large enclosure of the temples is on the left, while to
the right is the old granite temple of Man Singh, Bhoja Raja of Kutch, and farther on the much
larger one of Vastupal.

Some 16 Jain temples here form a sort of fort on the ledge at the top of the great cliff, but still
600 feet below the summit. The largest temple is the Shri Neminath temple standing in a
quadrangular court 195 x 130 feet. It is built from 1128 to 1159, consists of two halls and a
shrine, which contains a large black image of Neminath sitting in the lotus position holding a
conch in his palm. Around the shrine is a passage with many images in white marble. Between
the outer and inner halls are two shrines. The outer hall has two small raised platforms paved
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with slabs of yellow stone, covered with representations of feet in pairs called padukas, which
represent the 2452 feet of the Gandharas, first disciples of Tirthankaras. On the west of this is a
porch overhanging the perpendicular scarp. On two of the pillars of the mandapam are
inscriptions dated 1275, 1281, and 1278—dates of restoration. The enclosure is surrounded
inside by nearly 70 cells, each enshrining a marble image, with a covered passage in front of
them lighted by a perforated stone screen. The principal entrance was originally on the east side
of the court; but it is now closed, and the entrance from the court in Khengar's Palace is now
used. There is a passage leading into a low dark temple, with granite pillars in lines. Opposite the
entrance is a recess containing two large black images; in the back of the recess is a lion
rampant, and over it a crocodile in bas-relief. Behind these figures is a room from which is a
descent into a cave, with a large white marble image which is mostly concealed by priests. It has
a slight hollow in the shoulder, said to be caused by water dropping from the ear, whence it was
called Amijhara, ["nectar drop."! In the North porch are inscriptions which state that in Samwat
1215 certain Thakurs completed the shrine, and built the Temple of Ambika.

After leaving this there are three temples to the left. That on the South side contains a colossal
image of Shri Rushabh Dev, the first Tirthankar, exactly like that at Palitana temples,
called Bhim-Padam. On the throne of this image is a slab of yellow stone carved in 1442, with
figures of the 24 Tirthankars.

Opposite this temple is a modern one to Panchabai. West of it is a large temple
called Malakavisi or Meravasi, sacred to Parshwanath, built in the 15th century. North of this is
another temple of Parshwanath, which contains a large white marble image canopied by a cobra,
which bears the date of 1803. The last temple to the north is Kumarapala's temple built
by Chaulukya king Kumarapala, which has a long open portico on the West, and appears to have
been destroyed by the Muslims, and restored in 1824 by Hansraja Jetha. These temples are along
the west face of the hill, and are all enclosed.

Outside, to the north is the Bhima Kunda, a tank 70 feet by 50 feet, in which Hindus bathe.
Immediately behind the temple of Neminath is the triple one temple, Vastupal-Tejpal temple,
erected by the brothers Tejpal and Vastupal (built 1177). The plan is that of 3 temples joined
together. The shrine has a blue-black image of Mallinath, the 19th Tirthankar.

Further North is the temple of Samprati Raja. This temple is probably one of the oldest on the
hill, dated 1158 (likely of renovation). Samprati is said to have ruled at Ujjain in the end of the
third century BCE, and to have been the son of Kunala, Ashoka's third son.

South of this, and 200 feet above the Jain temples on the way to the first summit, is
the Gaumukhi Shrine, near a plentiful spring of water.

Five Tonks

There are 5 tonks on the Girnar hill.

First Tonk: After a climb of about 2 miles, there is a Digambar Jain temple and a cave called
Rajulmati cave, it is stated that Rajulmati has done penance at this place. There is also a small
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temple where idol of Bahubali (120 cm) in standing posture is installed. Besides there are
footprints of Kundkund Acharya. In the temple, the idol of Neminath (Vikram Samvat 1924) is
on the main altar. The idols of Parshwanath and Neminath are also there. There is a stream called
gomukhi ganga and nearby, the footprints of 24 Tirthanakaras are available.

Second Tonk: After 900 steps there are the footprints of Muni Anirudhhkumar and temple of
Devi Ambika.

Third Tonk: Here the footprints of Muni Sambukkumar are installed. Muni has
attained nirvana from this place.

Fourth Tonk; Here the footprints of Pradhyman kumar, son of lord Krishna are installed. He
attained nirvana from this place.

Fifth _Tonk; The Fifth tonk is of Lord Neminath's footprints. Lord Neminath, the
22nd Tirthankar got moksha from this site.
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SHRI SHATRUNJAY MAHA TIRTH PAT

On Shatrunjay hill of the Palitana, Shri Adinath, the (the first tirthankar of current chovishi)
attained his salvation. In memory of this epic moment, his son, Chhatrapati Bharat, the King, laid
the foundation of the very first temple on top of the hill.

Shatrunjay are hills located by the city of Palitana, in Bhavnagar district, Gujarat, India. They are
situated on the banks of the Shetrunji River at an elevation of 164 feet (50 m) above sea level.

The site of Shatrunjay contains hundreds of Jain temples. The hills were sanctified
when Rushabh Dev, the first tirthankar of Jainism, gave his first sermon in the temple on the hill
top. The ancient history of the hills is also traced to Pundarik Swami, a chief Gangadhar and
grandson of Rushabh Dev, who attained salvation here. His shrine located opposite to the main
Adinath temple, built by his son Bharata, is also worshiped by pilgrims.

The first of the tirthankar was Lord Adinath also known as Shri Rushabh Dev and the last was
Lord Mahavir. The Shatrunjay hill temples of Palitana are where one can see the idols of all the
twenty-four Tirthankars. Positioned in a seated posture, the idols depict the Jain philosophy of
peace and spiritual vitality with hands in meditation, and eyes reflecting the attainment of
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enlightenment. With minimal anatomical details and greater emphasis on the idea of spiritual
bliss, all the idols look identical.

The base of the hill has a shrine of the Jain Agam scriptures, and other shrines with holy
footprints of Lord Adinath as well as other Tirthankars and their followers. There are also
several kunds (water bodies) like the Suraj Kund, Bhim Kund and the Ishwar Kund. For those
interested in knowing more about the religion of Jainism and its passage through history, there is
even a Jain museum located on the lower reaches of the hill.

There is the serpentine river Shatrunjay, flowing in the distance with the entire Gulf of Cambay
in sight, like an eye. A fascinating piece of information that many believe to be true is that in
addition to being a Jain pilgrimage site, the ancient hill is also the place where the Pandavs
attained their salvation. Some devotees believe that Krishna frequented the mountains quite often
and performed a number of austerities in one of the caves here.

Consequently, there is a temple dedicated to the Pandavs located behind the Chaumukhi temple.
This shrine has the idols of the five Pandav princes along with Draupadi and their mother, Kunti.
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SHRI SAMMET SHIKHARJI PAT

Shri Sammet Shikharji, Giridih district, Jharkhand, India, is located on Parasnath hill, the highest
mountain in the state of Jharkhand.

Jain tradition is linked to this (Sammet Shikhar) hill for infinite years. It’s past starts from the
salvation of Tirthankar Ajitnath. It is just uncountable as to how old the hill is, as at first Ajitnath
Bhagwan attained salvation and after him more of the 19 Tirthankars attained their salvation. It is
very obvious that disciples and devotees of the respective Tirthankars had built the
temples/jinalayas to show their respect towards their lord.

In about the 2nd century Jain Acharya Padlipt Suri and Bappbhat Suri used to visit the shrine on
Sammet Shikhar.
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In the 9th century Acharya Yashodev Suri’s disciple Sri Parduman Suri stayed in Magadh for a
long time, in that time he visited Sammet Shikhar several times. During this century due to some
violence in this area all the jinalayas were destroyed.

In the 13th century, Virchand son of Shram Dev and disciple of Acharya Parmanand Suri
constructed the jinalayas/temples under his supervision.

Around the 16th century, Sri Nanu, minister of Akbarpur of King Maansingh also constructed
some jinalayas.

Around that time King Akbar being impressed by the character of Acharya Shri Harivijay Suri
gifted this hill (Sammet Shikhar) and declared it as a sacred place and banned any violent
activities.

Around 1670 there is some information that Sri Kumarpal Sonpal Lodha of Agra also
constructed many jinalayas.

Around 1752 ,15th King of Delhi, Abu Alikham Bhadur honoured Seth MahtabRai with the title
of "Jagat Seth” and handed Madhuban Kothi, Jaypaar Naala, Jalhar Kund and Parasavnath
Hill as a gift and even declared it as a tax free place for visiting the sacred shrine. Seth
MahatabRai had a strong desire/wish to reconstruct the jinalayas and he forwarded his ideas to
his seven sons, which were also praised by them.

Unfortunately, before the beginning of this highly devotional deed of construction, Seth
MahtabRai expired. Then in 1822 king Alam honoured Sri Kushaalchand, son of Seth
MahatabRai, with the title of "Jagat Seth". Under the supervision of the Seth
Kushaalchand the construction of Jinalayas was going on with full speed and devotion, but a
problem blocked his way, and that was about which place, which Tirthankaras attained Nirvana.
This information was neither available nor obtainable from anywhere. From the advice of Pandit
Dev Vijay, Seth Kushaalchand started vigorous (worship/meditation) and pleased Adhisthayak
Goddess Padmavati of Bhagvan Parasvanath. As the goddess was pleased with Seth
Kushaalchand she appeared (envisioned) in his dream and said that where there will be a sign
of swastik painted with saffron solution, which you should think that as a salvation place. Seth
again asked, how he would know which Tirthankaras attained salvation on which place?
Goddess replied- number of swastik would indicate the rank of tirthankar’s salvation. In this
way, due to the power of Goddess Padmavati, 20 salvation places were decided and stupas/tonks
were constructed and feet impressions were installed. Their holy inauguration was done in 1825
in Magh Sukla Tirthia by Acharaya Dharam Suri. Along with these constructions of Jinalayas,
Jal Mandir, Seven Temples in Madhuban, Dharamsalas and Temples for The Ruling Deities Shri
Bhomiyaji was completed.

Welfare duties and other managing activites of the temples were handed over to Sri Jain
Sewtamber Association. But due to high altitude and thunder storm, jinalayas constructed by
Seth Kushaalchand were destroyed/demolished in few years. Again, during the period of vikram

JAIN SOCIETY OF Central Florida
407 W Citrus St, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
2018-2019


http://www.sammet-shikhar.com/Sammet_shikharji_history.php

samavat 1925 to 1933 this tirth was rebuilt, and inaugurated by Shri Sinshantisagar Suri, Jinhans
Suri, Jinchandra Suri, and during this phase new jinalayas of Bhagvan Adinath, Bhagvan
Vasupujay, Neminath Bhagvan Mahavir, Rishavanan, Chadranan, Vareshan, Vardhaman etc.
were also built.

Over the years due to some reasons, the whole hill of sammet shikar was acquired by King
Palganj. King of Palgang decided to sell Sammet Shikhar in 1905-10 and made a public
announcement. Seth Raidbhadur, Shri Badridas Jouhree of Kolkata and Shri Bhadursingh Dugar
of Murshidabad came across this announcement and they asked for support on Indian level of
Sewtamber Association Anadji Kalyanji to buy it.

With the help of both respectable persons, the association purchased the hill on 9/3/1918 for Rs.
242000/- and they again rebuilt and refurnished the tirth.

Around 1980, Acharaya Sagarnand Suri arrived at Shikharji and was very pleased by visiting
the sacred shrines and wished to rebuild and refurnish the jinalayas. His community’s female
saint Shri  Suprabhasri with her continuous efforts around 2012 was able to start the
reconstruction of jinalayas which was completed about 2017. And this was the 23rd
reconstruction and refurnishing and what we see today is the scene of this last effort.

The Thirty Tonks Of Shri Shikharji

Shikharji has 30 Tonks, in addition to the Jal Mandir. These are:
4 Shashvat Tirthankars:

* Shri Rishabhnan (Tonk #3)
* Shri Chandranan (Tonk #4)
* Shri Vardhman (Tonk #22)
* Shri Varishen (Tonk #23)

24 Tirthankars of current avasparni kal
2 Ganadhar:

* Shri Gautam Swami (Mahavir Swami’s Ganadhar; Tonk #1)
* Shri Shubh Swami (Parswanath Swami’s Ganadhar; Tonk #19)
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SHRI PAWAPURI PAT

Pawapuri or Pawa is a holy site for Jains located in the Nalanda district in the Bihar state
of Eastern India. It is located about 19 kilometers from Rajgir,14 km from Bihar Sharif and
101 kilometers from Patna, the capital of Bihar.

During the reign of Ajatshatru, Hastipal was the King of Pawapuri. When Lord Mahavira came
to Pawapuri he stayed in King Hastipal's "Rajikshala”. Around 5th century BCE, Mahavira, the
last of the twenty fourth Tirthankara attained Nirvana or moksha (liberation). Jains celebrate
Diwali to commemorate this event. He was cremated at Pawapuri, also known as Apapuri (the
sinless town). There was a great rush to collect his ashes, with the result that so much soil was
removed from the place of his cremation that a pond was created.

Now, an exquisite marble temple in the middle of a lotus pond, the Jal mandir, stands
magnificently on a rectangular island. Another Jain temple, called Samosharan is located here,
where the Lord Mahavira delivered his last teaching.
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Jal Mandir

This holy temple of Jains, made in pure white marble marks the cremation place of
Lord Mahavir, the 24th and last Tirthankara of Jainism. This magnificent and beautiful temple
stands on an island amidst the holy pond, connected to the mainland by a sandstone causeway.

Samosharan

This temple marks the site where Lord Mahavira gave his last sermon. Now a beautiful Jain
Temple marks the site.
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NANDISWAR DWEEP

Thirteen Dweeps are:

Jambudweep

Dhatki Khand Dweep
Pushkarvar Dweep
Varunivar Dweep
Ksheervar Dweep
Ghritvar Dweep
Khsaudravar Dweep
Nandiswar Dweep
Arunavar Dweep
Kundalvar Dweep
Shankhavar Dweep
Ruchakvar Dweep

JAIN SOCIETY OF Central Florida
407 W Citrus St, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714
2018-2019



Nandishvewar Dweep

The Tirth where gods and goddess of heaven and king
Indra come again and again to worship Parmatama,
when Tirthankar Kalyanak is celebrated. The place
where god & goddess enjoy and sing the importance of
Tirth is Nandishwar dweep.

This Tirth is outside Dweep (First Jambudweep, around
that is Lavan sea, secondly Ghatki khand dweep and
around that is Kalo dadhi sea, Pushkarwar dweep &
seq, fourthly Varunivar Dweep & sea, fifth is Ksheer
Dweep & seg, sixth is Druth dweep sea, seventh is
Ekshu Dweep sea and eightth is Nandishwar Dweep.Around Seventh Ksheer (Valyakare) Nandish-
war dweep is 16384 Lakh yojan wide. Over there are Padmavar vedikao forest, khands, big val-
leys,rivers etc.

There is one one Aanjan giri mountain in the centre of this Dweep. To the east is Dev Raman,

south is Nityadyoth, west is Swyam prabh and to the north is area named Aanjangiri . On the cen-

ter top of this mountain is Siddhatan (shri Jin bhavan). It is 100 yojan long, 50 yojan in breadth,72
yojan tall. To the center of this Mandir there is 16 yojan long 8 yojan tall Mani Pathika, On its top is |
stoned Dev Chhandak Ghabhara. Around this is Utsedh fingered 500 Bow size in height sitting in
Padmasan position 27-27 Jin idols. In total there are 108 Idols. In front of each idol there are two |
two yaksh Nagh-Bhoot and Kund Dhari over Idol and on two sides Chamar Dhari and on backside
there is one Chatra Dhari Dev's idols. |

Other than this, in front of Shri Jin Bhavan is one Mukh Mandap. In front of all these Mukh Mandap
there is a very beautiful Preksha Mandap. In front of Preksha Mandap there is Mani Pithika. On top
of it there is a very beautiful wite coloured Chaitya stoop(statue). On the four sides of this stoop
there are one one Mani Pithika. And on that Uthsedh fingered 500 Bow sized padmaasan postured
stones embedded idol of Shri Rushabhadev facing towards the east of this stoop. To the south is
Shri Vardhman, west is Shri Chandranan and north is Varisen, named Jin idol. In-
side Jin Bhavan there are 108 Idols. And on the four sides of the 4 stoops there are
4-4 idols, so in total there are 108 + 16 = 124 Jin idols. Saudharmendra celebrates
on the eastern side of Aanjan Giri. On the south is Chamrendra, in the west Balin-
dra and in the north Eshanendra celebrate.
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Other Symbols in the temple:

Path of Liberation - Three Jewels

Moksha Marg (Path of Liberation)

Threefold Path of Liberation (Ratna-trayi Moksha Marg)

The ultimate goal of all life and conduct in Jainism is to realize the free and blissful state
of our true being. True philosophy should result in removing all bondage (karma) in the
process of purifying the soul.

The central theme of Jainism considers religion as a science of ethical practice. The conduct
of the present life should be aimed to attain liberation (Moksha), the state of eternal bliss from
which there is no return to the cycle of life and death. Every soul can attain liberation and
a supreme spiritual state by realizing its intrinsic purity and perfection.

Jainism lays down a definitive course of practical moral discipline, contemplation of the highest
truth, and reorientation of life for attaining ultimate reality or truth. Lord Mahavir and the other
Tirthankars have shown the effectiveness of spiritual progress by putting it into the practice
in their own lives. The prominent Monk, Umasvati, around the 1% or 2" century AD,
reminded us of it again in the very first verse of his Tattvdrtha Sutra. It reads:

“Samyag-darshan-jnan-charitrani Mokshaméargah”.

This prescribes a path to liberation (Moksha), which consists of the following trinity
(Ratna- Traya):

 Right perception Samyag Darshan
* Right knowledge Samyag Jnén
* Right conduct Samyag Chaéritra
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Right perception creates an awareness of reality or truth, right knowledge impels the person
to proper action, and proper conduct leads him to the attainment of total freedom. They must
coexist in a person if one is to make any progress on the path of liberation.

Right Perception or Faith (Samyag Darshan)

The first step in the process of self-realization is to discard superstitious beliefs and to
adopt a rational attitude in life.

Right perception consists of seeing the true nature of every substance in the universe. Jainism
advocates that one should first try to know, comprehend, and understand the nature of reality,
one’s own self, religious goal, and the path. One should analyze, examine, test, verify,
and then, if satisfied, be convinced of its truth and efficacy.

From a practical point of view, perception in the nature of the reality means to have a
total faith in the preaching of Tirthankars and their scriptures, known as Agams.

Right Knowledge (Samyag Jnan)

Right perception or faith makes us realize the reality of life, and the seriousness of our
purpose in life.

Right knowledge is the true, correct, proper, and relevant knowledge of the reality. To
understand reality, one should know the fundamental elements of the universe and their
relationships.

From the practical point of view, right knowledge means the proper knowledge of the six
universal substances and nine principles or Nine Tattvas, which defines the relationship
between Soul and Karma.

Six Universal Substances are:
Soul, Matter, Medium of Motion, Medium of Rest, Space, and Time

Nine Tattvas are: )
Soul, Non-living elements, Asrava, Bandha, Punya, Pdp, Samvar, Nirjard, and Moksha

Right perception is essential in recognizing right knowledge from wrong knowledge (Mithya
Jndn). Both are mental processes. Right knowledge must be free from three main defects:
doubt, delusion, and indefiniteness.

Right Conduct (Samyag Charitra)

Soul’s ultimate destiny is Moksha. Right conduct must ultimately lead to liberation.
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The main goal of a human life is to free one from attachment (Rdga) and aversion
(Dvesha). That is to be free from all impure activities of thought, word, and deed. This
will attain the state of perfect equanimity.

For practical purpose, right conduct comprises ethical codes, rules, and discipline which a human
being is required to pursue for ultimate freedom.

This resolves into taking the five great vows of an ascetic or twelve limited vows of
householder.

Non-violence, Ahinsé,(Non-violence) Satya (truth), Achurya (Non-stealing), Aprigraha (non-
possession/non attachment) Brahmacharya (chastity).

Right faith and right knowledge are required for right conduct, and all are interdependent.
Jains dedicate themselves to proper conduct through vows and sub vows. Vows are at the
heart of Jain morality and are undertaken with a full knowledge of their nature and a
determination to carry them through.

Understanding of Samyag Darshan, Samyag Jndn, and Samyag Charitra itself is not good
enough to take us anywhere but we would have to apply them in real practice to their
fullest to get the actual results. It should also be remembered that we would have to follow all
three, Samyag-darshan, Samyag jndn and Samyag-Chdritra, at the same time because if we
follow only one or two of them, they will not take us too far on the road of spiritual
pursuit.

The trinity is necessary for a successful life. This threefold discipline helps us realize
our own intrinsic purity. The trinity must be cultivated collectively to ensure liberation.
Individually, they are incomplete and insufficient because they are mutually dependent.
Collectively, the three jewels produce harmony, contentment, and bliss with the progressive
march of the soul to higher planes.

The Five Types of Knowledge:

OIS 08:21
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Jainism states that he who knows is the Atma (soul). The soul knows and knowledge is the
means of knowing the soul. With reference to the agent and the cause, knowledge and soul are
different. Still however, in reality, knowledge constitutes the very nature of the soul. Knowledge
is an attribute (=quality) of the soul.

The object of knowledge and knowledge are both independent. The substance, the attribute and
the mode are knowledge, while the object is soul’s own quality. Mere knowing does not lead to
knowledge. Knowing is an activity, an effort. The substance, the attribute and the mode can be
known according to the capability of knowledge. The senses and the mind are the media of
knowing. The ability of these two is limited and so, only one mode (part) can be known at a time.
But all objects can be known simultaneously, all at a time, only by unobstructed knowledge
(=absolute knowledge).

Types of Knowledge:

Kevalajnana (absolute knowledge) is the only knowledge without any obstruction of Karma, i.e.
unobstructed. On the other side there are four types of knowledge that have some obstruction of
action.

1. Matijnana Sensory Knowledge:

This is knowledge acquired through the five senses and the mind.

There are five senses-of touch, taste, smell-seeing and hearing. The senses grasp external objects
and come to know them. The mind, however, experiences them. The mind thinks and ponders
deeply. It performs the function of knowing, enjoying and thinking over the objects that are
grasped by the sense-organs. Mind is all-pervasive, i.e. it pervades over the whole body.

The difference between knowing by the senses and by the mind is this. The senses come to know
only the present mode of a substance, while the mind can know the manifold forms belonging to
all the phases of time: the present, the past and the future of material and non-material objects.
The mind can come to know even without the help of the senses. The mind is endowed with the
ability to think in manifold ways.

Matijnana has 28 principal divisions in accordance with thought processes. There are 340
divisions in all.

2. Srutajnana - (Vocal Knowledge):
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The Knowledge acquired through seeing or hearing is Srutajnana. Again, a particular word has a
particular sense, this too is Srutajnana. It is of 14 types.

These two, Matijnana and Srutajnana are closely related like milk and water. All living beings in
the world are endowed with these two types of knowledge.

Various types Matijnana also include the knowledge of Jatismarana (remembrance of the past
life or lives). As many as 900 births can be visualized through this type of knowledge in its
highest form.

3. Avadhijnan (Clairvoyance):

When corporeal objects, lying in a certain limited field, can be known without the help of the
senses, the knowledge is known is ‘Avadhijnan’. It is of eight types. Tirthankaras, gods and
hellish being have this knowledge from their very birth. Human beings, animals, etc. acquire this
knowledge by annihilation and calming down of Karmas, their effects.

4. Manahparyayajnana (Telepathy):

Shades of reflections of Pudgalas-material substances, that would motivate one are formed in the
mind, in accordance with one’s thoughts. Theses shades or reflections or modes are derived
through this knowledge. In brief, that which directly knows the material objects, which would
motivate or activate the mind, is known as Manahparyayajnana.

This knowledge is of two types: Rijumati and Vipulmati Manahparyayajnana. No doubt, the field
of this knowledge is rather limited as compared to that of Avadhijnan, but there is greater purity
init.

The beings in the four different categories of life namely gods, men etc., possess Avadhijnan,
while only an ascetic is endowed with Manahparyayajnana. Those who are endowed with
Avadhijnan are not in the know of subtle material modes, which he who possesses
Manahparyayajnana knows.

5. Kevalajnana (Absolute Knowledge):

This type of knowledge can be acquired by complete destruction and cessation of all Karmas.
There is no need of the help of the senses or the mind after one has acquired this knowledge.

The man endowed with absolute knowledge, knows this world (loka) and also the world beyond
(aloka).
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AUM or OM, HRIM, ARHAM:

+
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ARHAM

With the help of this mantra, its vibrations and its experiences, one can liberate himself/herself
from the cycle of birth and death.

AUM OR OM

Ashiri (Siddha) -—*
o)

Arihant ——= \ /

Acharya ——

Upadhyaya —= ‘F

Muni (Sadhu) —

Aum represents five supreme souls: Arihant, Siddha, Acharya, Upadhyaya and Sadhu
A+A+A+U+M = AUM or OM

HRIM

Hrim is a seed mantra. It represents invisible sound, infinity and divine energy of 24 Tirthankars.
On meditating Hrim, one experiences sublimating energy of 24 Tirthankars.
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THE TIRTHANKARS IN MAHAVIDEH AREA (THE TWENTY
VIHARMANS)

At present one hundred and twenty Tirthankars exist in the Mahavideh area. The names of the
twenty Viharman Tirthankars are as follows-

1. Shri Simandhar Swami 11. Shri Vajradhar Swami

2. Shri Yugmandhar Swami 12. Shri Chandranan Swami *
3. Shir Bahu Swami 13. Shri Chandrabahu Swami
4. Shri Subahu Swami 14. Shri Bhujangam Swami
5. Shir Sujat Swami 15. Shri Ishwar Swami

6. Shri Svayamprabh Swami 16. Shri Nemiprabh Swami

7. Shri Rishabhanan Swami * 17. Shri Virsen Swami *

8. Shri Anantvirya Swami 18. Shri Mahabhadra Swami
9. Shri Surprabh Swami 19. Shri Devyash Swami

10. Shri Vishaldhar Swami 20. Shri Ajitvirya Swami

*- Mangal Murties

24 TIRTHANKRAS OF THE BHARAT AREA - PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
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Present
Lord Rushabh Dev
Lord Ajit Nath Ji
Lord Sambhavnath Ji
Lord Abhinandan Ji
Lord Sumatinath Ji
Lord Padma Prabhu Ji
Lord Suparshvnath Ji
Lord Chandra Prabhu Ji
Lord Suvidhinath Ji
Lord Sheetal Nath Ji
Lord Sreyanshnath Ji
Lord Vasupujya Ji
Lord Vimalnath Ji
Lord Anantnath Ji
Lord Dharmanath Ji
Lord Shantinath Ji
Lord Kunthunath Ji
Lord Aranath Ji
Lord Malinath Ji
Lord Munisuvrat Ji
Lord Naminath Ji
Lord Arishtnath Ji
Lord Parshvnath Ji
Lord Mahavir Ji

Past
Kewal Jnani Ji
Nirvani Ji
Sagar Ji
Mahayash Ji
Vimal Ji
Sarvanubhuti Ji
Shridhar Ji
Datta Ji
Damodar Ji
Suteja Ji
Swaminath Ji
Munisuvrat Ji
Sumati Ji
Shivgati Ji
Astanga Ji
Namoshvar Ji
Anil Ji
Yashodhar Ji
Kritarth Ji
Jineshvar Ji
Suddhamati Ji
Shivankar Ji
Syandannath Ji

Sumprati Ji

Future
Mahapadma (King Shrenik) Ji
Surdev (Suparshva) Ji
Suparshva (Udayi) Ji
Svamprabh (Pottil ascetic) Ji
Sarvanubhuti (Dridhayu) Ji
Devshruti Ji
Udaynath (Shamkh) Ji
Pedhalputra Ji
Pottil Ji
Shatakriti (Shatak) Ji
Munisuvrat Ji
Sarvabhavavid Ji
Amam Ji
Nishkashay Ji
Nishpulak Ji
Nirmam (Sulasa) Ji
Chitragupta (Revati) Ji
Samadhi Ji
Samvar Ji
Anivritti Ji
Vijay Ji
Vimal Ji
Devopapat Ji
Anantvijay Ji
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ufirdt gemerd fiu & YRd & & adaH a1d & oaid ardesi & 9| (1) 4t
ganT WAt (2) At gsneR Sff (3) A UM oft (4) f S SR (5) o AR S (6)
ot gl Sff (7) 4 9d Fdrdid off (8) 4 werEd St (9) A aRa@nT S (10) S
e oft (1) S araraeTRR Sit (12) St Aty sft (13) S gfade=z ot (14) i s
ot (15) 4t sras Sff (16) H A Sif (17) S gEEd ot (18) 9 AR St (19) 4t
&R St (20) 4t AR S (21) ot TaT0T Sft (22) ot TS SiF (23) 4t faiE St (24)
CIEGIEEATL

it gemersd fiu F Wi &9 & Hiawd Sreid 6 drde o am (1) 4t
gUTa® off (2) ot fammg oft (3) off quTas St (4) A R ot (5) 4t =T St (6) ot
eTed off (7) At URa off (8) ot foaw Sif (o) ot ursg=y it (10) ot 9f Riy s (1)
ot anfyes oft (12) #t yarte St (13) St Fuamy Sft (14) B TRETOT SR (15) 4 UIETE
it (16) o yafa sft (17) A Gef® St (18) F yas ot (19) e St (20) ot urfa
Sit (21) o GE oft (22) o ORTERT S (23) o FHATRS Sff (24) H WA SH
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gfSrdt gemre giu & URrad 8 & Yadrd 99ty didest & A9 (1)
QUi off (2) 9 wreqr oft (3) ot et it (4) ot Gent St (5) 5t i St (6) off
Afaesma o (7) 4t RRIE St (8) Ff FrrEg St (9) HF FAR S (10) H YRR S (1)
st arggAed i (12) 4t faary St (13) 4t 9t @iy it (14) S A7igF S (15) 9
3yae ot (16) #t faemer Sft (17) & gare= ot (18) & A= A st (19) 4t dsdie ot
(20) &t FeETor it (21) ot Ao Sft (22) o FdaTa Sff (23) 4 YRyaur it (24)
qUgiT St |

i3t geprd fiu & RTad 83 & 940 Brd & daid did®e) & A (1) o
TiEe off (2) 4t Tewarga ot (3) H HAfH= Sif (4) o g S (s5) ot gug off
(6) 4t Tarfrstt Sft (7) ot 8 St (8) 4t Afeaiy Sit (9) ft =uds St (10) f ggY
St (11) o Faw Sit (12) o ged St (13) off BUfisR S (14) 6 TR S (15) A
AT St (16) T WA SH (17) S BT ST (18) o BT (19) ot evfemd St
(20) ot IR S (21) 9 @HFR St (22) 4t TTETY S (23) 4 PifdT S (24) S
PHB Gl |

ufiedt qemred glu & trad &7 & yidwd sreii 9y defe & am e () 4t
eIt oft (2) ot guy Sft (3) ot faare Sif (4) S gRYRT Sff (5) ot S5 ot 6) ot
Tgod off (7) 4t enfed St (8) & argaETy Sff (0) ot Gfaaa it (10) 9 adaTy S
(11) &t ZarT St (12) 4 AT Sit (13) o ol St (14) 4t TEER S (15) o TaE
St (16) F gfA=gfE oft (17) ot vt Sft (18) ot Terite ot (19) =iz st (20
ot e off (21) 4t aard St (22) ot Gure St (23) off ST @ S (24) ot TRuek
Eill

g H T2 Yd, aaHH, HISTa Bt 4R & B i ISt quT irad &3 Pt
1T @1t @1 i i 38 yeR @: I gt 21

Ut W 7 12 e gt €, O urde! We & wRaad &1 i auT Wiad & &t
I 7d &, 3 yeR vl urde! We & HRddT B i qur Wrad &= 3t Ji
od e 12 et g5

ysprd g0 d qsperd gig H oft aRe A gl € - urde! @S & guH & g
gl iU A @: qur ufdedt gsswrd o # @ i St B

TReaff & ey H offg Adidt - i 1Ra &) qur i Ied B o9 5 Jd gkt § |
TS 61U H 7= Ui €1 3(a: 5 70 6 Pl i e St &1
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