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DEAR MR. DESAIL

I have been reading your ‘wal 4 qud
‘@’ in Gujarati Sahitya with much ad-
miration for sound scholarship and proper
perspective. I do not think there is any
‘thing in the Gujarati. literature or in any
other language that I know of, what gives
such detailed information about Jain liter-
ature, If you have published any other
works on the subject I should like to
- possess copies of them. I donot know
“whether you have seen my book on ‘Stu-
-dies in India Painting ’ recently published
“by .Taraporevala. "I find a mention in your
“book that the image of Hiravijaya is still
"to be seen at Shatrunjaya, Is it possible
to get a good photograph of it and get
“anv information about its date and measur-
ment? ' ’ '
' Yours Sincerely,

N, C. Mehta,

P. C. It will be a very useful thing
if books on Jainism on the style of Dhar-
manand Kosambi's works on - Buddhism
“were to be written. (N..€. M.)
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The Genealogy of the Jagat Seths of Murshidabad. -

‘[ A paper submitted by Babu Puranchand Nahar M. A. L.L. B. of 48 Indlan

“Mirror Street Calcutta, before the Fifth Indian Historical Records

- Calcutta 1923.]

The object of this paper is to
supply a more or less complete and
authentic genealogical table with a brief
note on that Indian Family the fame
of whose wealth had become almost
‘mythical. The record of the services
and the cordial relation of the ances-
‘tors of the family with the British
‘Government at the beginning of their
administration in Bengal, are facts
too well-known and we find a good
deal of information from the records
already published, dealing with the
doings and the History of the Jagat
Seths, both in their relation to the
Mahomedan Rulers of the Province
as well as the British Power. Dur-
“ing my search for unpublished Jain in-
scriptions and manuseripte, buried in
Bhandars or with other private indivi-
duals, T came across a genealogical
table with notices of the various mem-
bers of this most interesting family.
‘The latest account of the House of
Jagat Seth has been published in Vols.
XX & XXII of ““ Bengal, Past and
Present” a journal of the Calcutta
Historical Society, compiled by late
Mr, J. H. Little, Headmaster of the
Nizamut Madrassa at Murshidabad.
It is now some six years ago in
1916 when I visited this gentleman
after his return from England where

‘he had been bto

Commtsann,

collect all the
available materials from the India
Office for the compilation of a com-

‘plete and accurate history of the

family.
genealogical tree mainly from mate-
rials then with me. Mr. Little was
only too eager to accept my table as
more complete and correct than other
existing ones and to revise his com-
pilation accordingly as will be seen
from his letter dated the 16th January,
1916. (Ex. A); but unfortunately his
short but promising career suddenly
came to a close by his untimely death,
Consequently the genealogical table

At his request I prepared a

“prepared by me could not b ‘incor-

porated in his work. I, however, take
this pleasant opportunity to bring to
light the result of my researches

from materials not easily accessible
to non-Jain scholars.

The Jagat Seths belong to the
Oswal Sect of the Jains. It will re.
quire a whole volume to trace the
history of the Sect which means
history of conversion of the Rajput
clans of Marwar, following Vedic re-
ligion, to Jainism. It will do for the
purposes of this paper to say that the
Sect derived its name from the place
of its first conversion, still known as
Osian in Jodhpur Htate, an -account



The Genealogy of the Jagat Seths of Murshidabad.
of which may be found in the Arch-’

aeological Survey of India Reports
P.II for 1908-09 (pp. 100-115).
The gotra name of the family is
Gelkra and the tradition is that one
Girdhar Singh of Guhlot (Khichi)
clan of the Rajputs, was converted to
Jainism by Acharya Jina Hansa Suri
towards the beginning of the 16th
century and the family gotra was named
after Gelaji, son of Girdhar Singh,The

‘members belong to Parswanath ? Parsw-

achandra, Gachcha of the Jain church.
Of the ancestors, we find mention of
Sing Raj. his son Akhay Raj and
his grandson Karam Chand in the
genealogical tree (Ap[;. I of “The
House of Jagat Seth” by Mr, Little)
without any other information regard-
ing them. Next we find Shah Hira-
nand, an inhabitant of the town of

Nagore in Marwar, leaving his native
~ place to seek his fortune in the East.
He reached Patna in the Hijri year
1042 corresponding to Vikram Samvat
1709 (1652 A. D.) on the 3rd day
of the full moon of the month of Bai-
sakh, He settled there and breathed
his last in the year 1768 V. S. (1711
A. D)) on the fourth day of the full
moon of the month of Magh. Heleft
behind him seven sons and one dau-
ghter. It is only from the colophon
of an illustrated Ms.~—*‘ Bhupal Cha-
turvinsatika’ Kavya (Ex. B) written
at the instance of Manik Devi, first
wife of Seth Manik Chand, fifth son

R

. of Shah Hiranand that we find a

correct genealogy from Hiranand down
to his sons and grandsons. The Ms.
is not dated but supplies us names
in order of seniority which is not
found even in the Hindi Note-book
preserved in the family and translat-
ed by Mr. Little in Appendix II of
his article. Another Ms. (Ex. C)also
written for the use of the said Manik
Devi, is dated V. S.1777 (1720 A.D.)
in the month of Falgun, second day
of the new moon, Friday. My next
source of information like the afore-
said note-book is a brief account of -
the family, collected togegher and writ-
ten in Nagri character by a relation
of late Jagat Seth Indra Chand with
dates both in Hijri and Samvat eras.
It was handed over to me by my
late father Rai Setab Chand Nahar
Bahadur, but I have presented the
same to his descendant, keeping a copy
of it myself (Ex. D). \
As regards inscriptions, Hunter’s
Statistical Account of Bengal”,. 1X,
P. 264, quoted by Mr. Little, mentions
names of Shugol Chand and Hoshiyal
Chand. But this is not correct, The
images and the foot-prints on the
Paresnath Hills bear the name of
Khusal Chand Birani, a member of
the same gotra as Manik Devi, Also
I have not come across the inscrip-
tion dated 1815 with the name of
Rup Chand Jagat Seth as mentioned
by Hunter. Except the Firmans as

-
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mentioned below, granted in the names
of the Jagat Seths as head of the
Jain Community in Bengal in con-

nection with their sacred places, there

does not exist any image or foot-
print on Paresnath Hills with Prakrit
or Sanskrit inscription mentioning the
names of any of the Jagat Seths. My
research, however, has revealed the
name of that religious lady, Manik
Devi, in the pedestal of a silver image
preserved in the family temple of the
Jagat Seths at Mahimapur with the
name of her husband Seth Manik
Chand. This, inscription is dated V.S.
1776 (1719 A. D.). It is published
as No. 76 in my valume of * Jaina
Inseriptions ’—P. I, (p. 19). Two

inscriptions Nos. 59 & 60 (Ex. E &
F) bearing the same date V. 5. 1830

(1774 A. D.) are from the pedestals
of two beautiful massive Jaina images
of black stone, worshipped in Kirat-
bagh temple, about a mile north of
Jiaganj in the District of Murshid-
abad Both of them mention names of
Jagat Seth Fateh Chand of Gelrha
gotra, his son Seth Anand Chand and
his daughter Ajabo Bai who is mar-
ried to-Udai Chand, son of Kamal
- Nayan of Gandhi gotra. Two other
inscriptions Nos. 61 & 62 (Ex. G &
H) of the same date are from foot-
prints- in- the same temple and give
names of Kamal Nayan, Udai Chand
and Ajobo -Bai only. The next im-
portant inscription (Ex. I) also of

-
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the same date, is found on a stone
foot-print in a temple on the Rajgir
Hills being No. 260 of my volume,
This mentions both the name of the
gotra of the family as well as the
names of Jagat Seth Fateh Chand, his -
son Anand Chand and his grandson
Mahatap Rai with his wife Jagat Se-
thani Sringar Devi, the donor. There
is another slightly earlier inscription
(No. 86) of V. S. 1811 (1754 A, D.)
It gives names of three generauons
from Sabha Chand of Gokhru gotra
to Muhkam Singh, ancestors of late
Raja Shiva Prashad, C. S.I. of
Benares. Sabha.Chand is son of Rai
Udai Chand of Agra, father of the
first Jagat Seth Fateh Chand, taken
in adoption by his maternal grand-
father, Seth Manik Chand, Udai Chand
married Dhan Bai the only sister of
Seth Manik Chand and daughter to’
Shah Hiranand who first settled in
Patna. I have seen his charming resi-
dence and Kuthi (place of business)
situated on the bank of the river
Ganges at Patna. His son Seth Manik
Chand who removed from Patna with
his adopted son, Fateh Chand, open-
ed his firm at Dacca in V. S. 1757
(1700 A. D.) and with the change of
capital finally settled at Mahimapur
in Murshidabad, With the transfer of
the seat of Governm:nt from Murshid-
abad to Calcutta, the Seths had their
firm opened in Calcutta in the centre
of business at Barabazar and the
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;place is still popularly known as Jagat
~ Seth’s ‘Kuthi in Khengrapati Street.
The next historical records of the
family are the Firmans granted at
times by the Delhi Emperors begin-
ning from Furrackshyar conferring
the title of ““ Seth” and “ Jagat Seth”
to members of the family at different
dates. There are other Firmans and
Parwanas issued by the reigning sove-
reigns of Delhi in connection with
the grant of certain places of pilgri-
mage including the whole mountain
.of Pareshnath Hills to the Jagat Seths

X3
being holy places of worship to the
Jain Swetambars to which sect they
belong. These are in the possession
of the manager of Paresnath Hills
and their translations are published by
me in the “ Epitome of Jainism” in
App. B (h, i & j). These supply
names of Jagat Seth Mahtaub Rali,

Jagat Seth Khusal Chand and Sukhal
Chand with dates, o ‘

With these materials mainly I have
prepared the following genealogical
table :—



~ GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF

Singhraj

Akhayraj
Karam lchand
Shah Hi:raﬁand

I [ |
Gulal Chard Gordhandas Malukchand Sadanand Seth Ma'mik Chand Ami (|3hand ‘
1 . | m. to (1) Manik Devi | ] ‘
D. Bhaoti Sewadas Rup Chand Lalji (%) Sohag Devi Some Chand
m. to Devkuru

| |
Ramjivan Jagjivan Gyan Chand Mahanand I. Jagat Seth  Puran Chand  Udyot Chand
| Fateh Chand :
(adopted)
m. to Super Devi

[ | |
Udaibhan Nandkisore Pranballav

| | | |
Seth Anand Chand ~ Seth Daya Chand Daughter Daughtet
_ | | m. to Nainsukh .m. to Mansing
| ’ - . Maharaj Sarup Gandhi - Samdarhia
11. Jagat Seth d. Ajabo Bal Chand
Mahatap Rai  m. to Udai Chand l
m. to Sringar Devi Gandhi ! . | - '
Maharaj Udwant Chand Seth Allnhai Chand Segtheget
. Chan
I . | v | [ Seth Dhokat Chand
111, Jagat Seth  Jagadindra . Seth Sumer  Seth Sukhal ~ Daughter i
"Khusal Chalmd Seth Gulab Chand Chand Chand {
~ ’ I [ I
Seth Gokul Chand Harak Chand  IV. Jagat Seth  Seth Gulal Daughter
(given in adoption) ~ Harak Chand Chand  m. to Harak Chand Satea
(adopted)
|
I l
V. Jagat Seth Seth Bissen Chand
Indra Chand :
ms to daughter of Rai Sing Singhee Seth Kissen Chand
Jagat Seth Govind Chand . Daughter
m. to Prankumari . m. to Kissen Chand

daughter of HTlak Chand Raka . Golecha

] |
Maharaj Gopal Chand ~ Jagat Seth Gopal Chand

(adopted) (adopted)
K |
. , [
Jagat Seth Seth Udai Chand ~ Davghter Basant Kumari
-Fateh Chand m. to Nabakumar Sing

(Present Head) : Dudharla
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o : |
Dip Chand ' Daughter Dhan Bai .
’ Married to Rai Udai"Chand Gokhru [Agra]

] | ] | J | [
Dharam Chand Mehar Chand Alak Chand Kirti  Mitra Sen Sobha'lChand Fateh Chand . Rai Sing

Chand | (given in adoption)
Amar lCh:md :

| |
- Muhkam Sing Raja Dal Chand
: (Benares)

|
Raja Uttam Chand
m. to Ratan Koer
. daughter of -Raja Bachchraj
of Lucknow

|
Gopi lChand

| ' |
Raja Siva Pralsad, C8.I, Daughter Goumati Bai

| I
Rdja Sachit Prasad ~ Raja Analnd Prasad

| * i
Raja Nityanand Prasad  Raja Satyanand Prasad
{ (Presen t' Hedd)

!
————————————

Daug'hter

m. to Raj Sing Nahar N o
K. Priyanand K. Krishnanand

Pyepared by

Puran Chand Nahar,
1923,
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Ex. A.
NawAB BAHAUUR’S INSTITUTION.
Murshidabad.

16th January 1916.
Dear Mr. Nabhar.

Many thanks for your kindness
in sending me an impression of the
inscription in the temple at Bhagul-
pore, I shall incorporate itin my book
on the family of Jugat Seth as soon
-as the head of the family arranges
for the publication of the book. I shall
be very glad to receive a copy of
the genealogical tree which you very
kindly intend to send me. With best
wishes for the success of your anti-
quarian and literary labours on behalf
of the Jain Community and with kind

regards,
| Youts sincerely,

(5d) J. H. Litle.
INSCRIPTIONS.
(No. 76)

_ Text.

& Reoss dya yw o flt |
siqrre dsfta g off e
wd ey wifors 3 afafy sftag
Tafiaf fafes frd s -
&\l oag wage \l

Translation .

In the Vikram year 1776, on the
5th day of the full-moon in the month
of - Baisakh, Manik Devi, wife of
Seth Shri Manik Chandji of Oswal

édiﬁl
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clan, caused the
of the twenty-four Jinas to be made
May It be ever victorious and may
it bring prosperity and goodness.

Ex. E.
(N‘o. 59).
Text,

Ll oft &, 2630 TT YF 4 TR
T 9TYeE =D To oft RS
[EREC-aieanitecacl

L. 2. sfygagy ey o @t oft
FAS FAFAT YA Hlo IIT
TRt TOTAYRAT A9T W o
MeFel M eIt ot wa-
TJeget AcgAEs |

L. 3. sy St aeqsfy 912 At
sfrmeqraaw fad Fwf | -
fast =1 fao afifin: off wigs=s-
afy g A, W
yar P

 Translation.

In the auspicious Vikram yeat
1830, on Monday the 5th day of the
fulllmoon of the month of Magh, at
the advice of Upadhyaya Shri Harsha
Chandraji and Nityachandraji of the
Parswa Chandra Gachcha, Bai Aja-
boji, wife of Shah Udai Chandraji,
son of Shahji Shri Kamalnayanji of
the Gandhi gotra of Osa (Oswal) clan
and daughter of Seth Anand Chan-
draji, son of Jagat Seth Shri Fateh

auspicious image,

-1
|
|
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Chandraji of Gahalara gotra of Osa
(Oswal) clan, caused the image of the
venerable Parswanath to be made and
duly consecrated by Shri Bhanuchan-
dra Suri, May it ever bring hap-
piness till the sun and the moon last
and may it bring goodness and pros-
perity.

Ex, I,

(No. 69),

Text.

L.L oft &, 3430 WA Y% 4 F5
o} qUesE =S To off il
- frenaezst SRTAIgTERE |

L.2. sftg g0 aidt a3 @re o
FAT AAT AT Ao I A
FEIRTAY AT SO\ 4Y D

Riell

L. 3. qreis oft A9E o Acgw A2

AAZTZ YA q13 AT
oft argysq fad Fefd w0 gfi
oft wgasnf wg yafed
el

Translation,

In the auspicious Vikram year 1830,

on Monday the 5th day of the full-
moon of the month of Magh, at the
advice of Upadhyaya Shri Harsha
Chandraji and Nitya Chandraji of the
Parswa Chandra Gachcha, Bai Ajaboji
wife of Shah Udai Chandraji, son of
shahji Shri Kamalnayanji of the Gan-

WM
dhi gotra' of Osa (Oswal) clan. and :

- daughter of Seth Anand Chandraji

son of Jagat Seth Shri Fateh Chan-
draji of gahalara gotra of Osa (Oswal)
clan caused the image of the vene-
rable Vasupujya consecreated by Shri

Bhanu Chandra Suri. May it ever
- bring goodness and welfare,
Ex. G.
(No. 61).
Text.
L. 1. g, 2¢30 T8 17 45 & T3
qreR S 93 it W e H

FAT T ST AT o |

L. 2. 3g997% oft a=Tt a1 AT
- ofr oft e SR o
ok uicall

Tmns/atwﬂ

In the Vikram year 1830 on Mon-
day the th day of the full- moon of
the month of Lagh, Bai Ajabojo, wife
of shah Udai Chandji, son of Shah
Shri Kamalanayanji, of the Gandhi
gotra of ©sa (Oswal) clean, caused
the foot-print of Aryadinna, first
Ganadhar (of Shri Parswanath.)

‘ (Ex H).
(No. 62).
Texz‘

L 1.g, 3¢t A AW YT « TR
ity X wo o wAE wAw
oY g Ao
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L. 2. oft sgaw= off - aewdeett O
ARAIHA ot TGS AW
YA TR

L 3. qrgat s |

Translation.

In the Vikram year 1830, on
Monday the 5th day of the full-moon
of the month of Magh, Bai Ajaboji,
wife of Shah Udai Chandji, son of
Shah Shri Kamalanayanji. of the
Gandhi gotra of Osa ( Oswal) clan,
-caused the foot-print of Subhoom,
first Ganadhar (of Shri Vasupujya).

Ex. L.
( No. 260).
Text.

L. L 5ff geaa 3430 YF & T e
T TS MX T W oft
FATEAT A {3 AT ToIoA
YT AHT

L. 2. off »ff #Raw TASAT agH T
wreRaTtsit oft JormeRet st
ITEY TR TEH RO |
1o TIE AR 3w frdh

Translation.

In the auspicious Vikram year 1830
on Monday the 5th day of the full-
moon of the month of Magh, Jagat
Sethani Shri Sringardevi, wife of
jagat Sethji Mahatab Raiji, son of
Seth Anand Chandji, son of Jagat
Sethji, Shri IFateh Chandji of Gaha-
. lara gotra of Osa (Oswal) clan, caused

oAyl

Sa5-HRLAR 4¢3

the foot-print of the eleventh Gana-
dhar to be made and placed on Vai-
bhar Hills in city of Rajgir.

(No. 86).
Text.
ot WA AW | A SERER
g (1¢2?) T gIEa ¥ 3|

A §F M NEn Hasa

TRET @ || TR IR GA
fam ga geww fag gamw | foed awm
1q gfeaT az quireft @ faam

_ Transiation. _
Om. obeisance to the Almighty.
In the Vikram era 1811 on Friday
the twelvth day of the new-moon of
the month of Baisakh, Muhkum

singh of good repute, son of Amar
Chand, son of Sabha Chand of
Gokhru gotra of Oswal clan, follow-
ing the teachings of the auspicious
jain religion, built this house of
peace, situate on the bank of Bhagi-

rathi.
FIRMANS.,

. (h)

(Firman of Emperor Ahmed Shah,
dated 1752 A. D., fifth year of his
reign). ,

In the name of the Purest,
Highest in Station.
Seal..

Be it known to the Officers and

Managers of the present and future
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affairs of the Province of Bengal and
the other Provinces under dominion,
that Jugut Sett Mahtaub Roy repre-
sented to us the high in dignity that
mountain Paresnathjee, situate in the
country of Bengal, the place of wor-
ship according to the Jain Setamburee
religion ‘also the Cotee at station
Mudhoobun, on a rent-free (lakheraj)
ground, butted and bounded by four
boundaries belong (to the followers of)
the Jain Setamburee religion and that
he, the devoted supplicant is a fol-
lower of the Jain Setamburee religion
and that he therefore, is hopeful of th2
‘Royal bounty that the mountain and

the Cotee aforesaid, b bestowed by

the resplendent Huzoor on that obe-
dient supplicant, so that, composed
in mind, he may devote himtelf to
pray according to that religion.
Whereas the person aforesaid deser-
ves Royal favour and bounty, also as
it appears that the propsrty he asks
for has a particular connection with
him, and (as) it appeared on inquiry
instituted by this High in Dignity
that mountain Paresnath and the
Cotee aforesaid ‘have from a long
time appertained to the (followers of
the) Jain Setamburee religion, there-
fore the whole of the mountain and
the Cotee at Mudhoobun buited and
bouuded by four boundaries, are bes-
towed by the Royal Court on the
aforesaid person. [t is required that
he should always devote to pray

A

himself for the welfare and prosper-
fty of the State and; no one should
offer opposition  respecting the
mountain Parsenath and the Cotee at
Mudhoobun.

Knowing this to be a very urgent
matter, let them act as directed. Finis.

The whole of mountain Paresnath
sitate in the country of Bengal.

Three hundred and one Beeghas
of Lakhraj land of Mudhoobun situate
in the country of Bengal, butted and
bounded by four boundaries specified
below.

On the West—the water course of
of Joyporiah, alias Jaynugger.
. On the East—=the old water-course,
(nala). e

On the North—the Zoond or ree
servoir (called) Julhurrey prepared by
the (followers of the) Jain Setumburee
religion.

On the South—the base of Moun-
tain Paresnath, v

Written on the 27th day of the
month of Jemadeeoolawal, the fifth year
of the King’s reign. (On the back)
The Kban of Khans Kumirooddeen
Khan Bahadur, Victorious in War,
The Vizier of Territories, Managers
of affairs, Noblest of Nobles, the Head
of the country, Commander-in-Chief,
a faithful friend and servant of the
King Ahmud Shab, the Hero.

" A true translation of the annexed

Persian Document for Baboo Pooran
Chund,
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. (Sd) Shamachurn Sircar,
Chief Interpreter and Translator,
-High Court, Original Jurisdiction.

The 19th March 1868,

14

i
(Sunnud of Aboo( gli Khan Bahadur,
dated the third year of reign)
Aboo Ali Khan Bahadur Emperor
and Champion of Faith—Seal,
. fo The Motsuddees of the present
time and of future of Pergunnah Bis-

soonpore Pachrookhy in the province
of Behar,

Take notice that

Since Mouzah Palgunge in the afore-
said Purgunnah has een as hereto-
fore exempted from all liabilities in
the name of Raja Padman Singh as
a charitable endowment to all the tem-
ples of Paresnath made by Juggut
Sett, the same is therefore upheld and
confirmed in the year 1169 Fusli.
(1755 A, D.) You shall raise no objec-
tion and offer no opposition in-any
way whatever in respect of the said
Mouzah and shall release and leave it
to- the use and possession of the

abovenamed Rajah so that he may
apply the profits thereof to necessary

purposes and continue to pray for the
welfare of the empire to last for ever.

Written on the 27th day of Jamadi-
us-sani in the third year of reign.

True Translation,
.(Sd) Iswaree Persad.

(J)

21, 1. 89.

- (Parwahé of Jaggat Sett Khushal

Vel

SIRAS-HLIAR 12¢3

Chand, dated 1775 A.D.)
Jaggat Sett Khoshull Chand 1187—

Seal.
High in*dignity Babhoo Sookhul

Chand Sahoo and Boola Sahoo, Ma-
nagers of the temples of Jain Situm:

bury, z.e., on the hills of Pareshnath-

jee alias Somed Shekhurjee, be of
good cheer,

A long time ago since the reigns
of the Emperors, the hills of Paresh-
nathjee, being considered the holy place
of the persons of Jain Situmbry reli-
gion, were made over to my father,
because we were also of the religion
of Jain Situmbury. But owing to my
having been charged with various
affairs, and the said holy place being
situate at a great distance I could not
manage the affairs thereof. I there-
fore having appointed you as the

manager of the affairs write to you
that you should most carefully manage

all affairs so that the pilgrims might
with perfect case travel there and re-
turn therefrom. This hill and the holy
place have been in the possession of
the persons of Jain Situmbury, No
other person has anything to do with
it. Therefore this Perwanah or order
is written to you that you should act
accordingly. If any of the authorities
or landholders set up opposition in
any way, you should produce thig Per-

wanah, Dated the 16th of the month
of Zakund 1189 Hijri,

True translation
(Sd) Jadub Chander Mitter,
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