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'8) BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF OUR RELIGION

Shree Atulbhai Laxmichand Gala (C.A.) Kutchh-Naredi - Mulund

A person never believed in ‘GOD’ whenever, someone tried to
convince him or advise him to keep faith in God, he used to get
angry. He used to argue, “Where is God? No.” i.e. there is no god in
the world.

Time passed by. He became sick and he was bed-ridden. He
was counting his last breath. One well-wisher asked him, “ Still your
belief for God is same?” He replied “My. sentence is same with one
change only” My sentence started with ‘W’ which was first word,
had shifted to last i.e. “Here is God, Now’

- The above example proves that there is God in the world. To
whatever extent, a person is atheist, finally, he believes in God. A
stage comes in life, where he accepts existence of ‘God’ , if not
during life-time, finally when he departs.

We as JAINS, do not believe in traditional meaning of God.

G : Generator of the world.

O : Operator of the world.

D : Destructor of the world.

JAINISM does not acknowledge the above meaning of God. it
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believes that God is neither generator of the world, nor the
operator and nor destructor of the world. God is just spectator of
the world. “Arihant and Kevali” parmatmas have preached, what they
have seen in the light of ‘Kewalgyan’ and ‘Kewal-Darshan’ for spiri-
tual upliftment of the society.

Our difficulty does not start with the fact that we do not have
knowldege of jainism, but it starts with naked truth that we have
never ever tried to gain even little knowledge of jainism. | believe
this is a big mistake on our part. We have assumed that gaining
knowledge of jainism is restricted to our saints and priests only.
Having mastery of JINAGAMS (Jain literature) is monopoly of the
priests and not ours. And, this is the only reason why we do not
have complete idea about our great Gods and our religion further
resulting into lack of complete faith in our God religion.

May it be matter of teaching our kids jain traditions of drinking
hot water, always not having certain items in our food or completing
dinner before sun-set, we are not able to convince our kids, forget
outside world. We are not able to answer their questions of ‘Why’ for
above activities just because we do not have basic knowledge of
jainism. : :

All these are preached by our God not just for spiritual progress
but also for physical and mental health. They have kept in centre
status of both health i.e. physical and mental, apart from spiritual
progress. what is shown by them, path drawn by them is just not
religion only but equally accepted by the science at a much later
stage. Beliefs and findings of science have come very late and that
too, it keeps on changing in the light of different circumstances pre-
vailing at different point of time. While the facts disclosed and
preached by our Arihants and kevalis are unique, never changing
and tested by time. And if proves credibility of our Jinagams irre-
spective of whether science has acknowledged them or not.

When science has acknowledged the same, or accepted the
principles laid down by our Jinagams It will be really a pity, if we as
jains do not accept the same or do not have complete faith or do
have doubts over cetain principles. And going forward, | would add
that we either do not have complete faith or have some doubts over
certain principles because we see, it has not been any advantage
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so far. No visible benefits are seen in following the said
priciples, is first and foremost reason of why we do not have com-
plete faith in God or path prescribed by him. It is said in our world
that where we find miracles, we bow down or surrender. But in spiri-
tual world, the only motto is bow down or surrender first, miracles
will automatically follow. And just because we do not see any
miracles happening around, We donot bow down or surrender to
God.

We always expect some miracles to happen, to follow the path
given by our almighty. We expect all these with daily %2 or 1 hour
spent on activities prescribed by our Gods. We expect instant
result of our ‘Satkarmas’, may it be very little or negligible. But we
never want result of rest 23 or 232 hours spent on other activities,
including wrong doings When we do not get any instant result for
the deeds of 23 or 23 1/, hours, which are not allways good ones,
how can we expect any good instant results for our 1/, or 1 hour
pooja or good activities.what else could be biggest reason for our
little or negligible good religious activities ?

"~ As we sow, so we reap is very simple principle, still we forget
the same while following all religious activities, and expect miracles
or expect God to help us in our time of difficulties. Here lies the
biggest difference between other religions and Jain religion. As |
said earlier, God is spectator of the world. He preaches certain prin-
ciples to be followed for spiritual upliftment. He helps us only this
way and not by directly removing our difficulties and that too, in-
stantly. Those, who have become ‘Arihants’ or ‘Siddhas’ have also
passed through same stages and faced all difficulties without ob-
jecting the same and faced with smiling faces. May it be ‘Mahavir’ or
‘Parshvanath’ or ‘Aadinath, all have passed the same tests and there-
after only, achieved Kewalgyan and Kewaldarshan and finally,
‘Moksha’. The same principles were preached by them.

We are expected to follow same path or principles, as preached
by them. This itself will reduce half of difficulties. And remaining
difficulties, when we face with smiling faces, will go away. | do not
mean to say all difficulties are removed overnight or some miracle
will remove them, but it stops us from indulging in further wrong
doings, which again results into further creation of difficulties for .
us. This is the master key of Jair:gism. Sow same what we want to



reap. Do not create difficulties for others if we don’t want to face
same. Don’t involve in wrong things, If we don’t want someone to
create for us.

And this leads to necessity of learning the principles preached
by parmatmas. It is not only necessary for spiritual progress but
also for peaceful living in family and society at large. This will lead
to peace in life, and spiritual progress beyond life, from one to other
andsoon...

Further, do not judge any person merely from activities of out
side behaviour, without going to root of activity, Otherwise external
there are likely chances that we may misjudge the activities of the
people and we. may not be able to judge good or bad activities.

One simple example. A person sitting below tree is offering
grains to pigeons. Meanwhile a boy comes and pelts stones and all
pigeons fly away. We will say a person offering grain is doing good
activities while person throwing stones is a bad boy, but going for-
ward, a person offering grain is a hunter who had laid net to trap all
pigeons and a boy, coming to know this, makes all pigons fly away.
by pelting stones. Now we must say that even offering grain, the
hunter is a person with bad intention, while the boy is having good
intensions eventhough pelting stones at pigeons. We won't be able
to judge or differentiate these good and bad activities without deep
knowledge of our religion, as many acts or activities may confuse
us

One more feature of Jainism is ‘Anekantawad’ that it does
give chance to all to become God and it is not monopoly of those,
who are already God. By praying to them, and by following their
path, we also can become God, exactly like them, As a true jain,
the Knowledge of all these is imperative. Unfortunately, we do not
have this knowledge and neither we have tried to gain the same.

Shri Laxmi chand (Lakhubhai) has made a little effort by me-
dium of this book to share some knowledge about our God, about
our priestes/ saints and our great religions.

So let all of us make small efforts by reading the book and
thereby gaining little knowledge about our Great Religion and not
only assist him in his aim but also to gain knowledge for ourselves.
Knowledge which finally leads to ‘Moksha’ for us. Let’s make little

efforts to proceed a step ahead‘.g.‘9
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