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Study of The Jain Canon

Shri A.L.Sancheti

It is heartening to note that there is a noticeable
increase in interest in things spiritual and religious all over in
the East as well as West. It is evident in the bigger congregation
in temples. churches, mosques and other centres of worship as
also in meetings and gatherings, at lectures and other
assemblages connected with thing religious. An obvious
example is wide popularity of YOGA in America and Europe.
It appears that belief in the adage that " Man cannot live by
bread alone” is growing and people yearn for food for the soul.
May be some of it may be ascribed to increase in population
whichresults in overcrowding everywhere.

2- Like others, amongst the Jains also, specially among
the younger generation, there is growing interest in religious
inquiry leading to reading and writing on subjects pertaining to
Jain thought. To a great extent this is due to the printing press
which makes books and periodicals available with ease.
Coupled with this is spread of education among the people
generally and specially among the Jain laity who are
considered better endowed economically as well as
academically.

3- However, it has also been observed that much of the
application to things religious is superficial and extrinsic.
Thus, the aspirants are happy with worshipping with flowers
or singing some hymns or mantras without knowing their
meaning or significance. Same is true about all devotees
including the Jain Laity and to some extent about the monks.
There is hardly an attempt to delve deep to know the basic
concepts of Jainism and its distinctive features. What is not
appreciated is that all information is not knowledge and all
knowledge is not wisdom.

4- The reason for this state of affairs is want of study of
the jain Canon. By the Jain canon is meant the Jain Agam or the
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Jain Sutra or Shastra, the fountain heads of Jain wisdom, the
repositories of the thoughts- if not the words— of the Jain
Prophets like Lord Mahaveer and Lord Parshva in their
successor Acharyas. To some extent this state of affairs is due
to the taboo on the study of the Jain canon(Shastra) which was
operative till some time back, Fortunately no such ban now
operates and one is free to apply to the Agama, which are also
freely available along with translations— thanks to the printing
press(as mentioned earlier).

5- Thanks also to the Printing press a plethora of
religious material is flooding the market. There are numerous
periodicals, magazines, books containing sermons of the
monks, poems and songs of not very high order and quality.
Production of these is a must for every Gachcha and
Sampradaya of the Jain community and sometimes (at least)
these tend to encourage disunity or discord. However, one
damage these do cause is that they inhibit the study of the
agama which requires patience and diligence.

6- The urgent need of the day, therefore is that the
Jains- old and young monks and the laity- turn to the study of
the Jain canon- the Agama Sahitya— the Jain Sutra/Shastra in
their original form. There is a clear case for going back to the
basics, of course with the assistance of the allied literature like
Teeka, Churni, Vritti, Niryukti on the Sutra and translations for
the reason that the language of the canon may be alien to many.
But one most familiarize oneself with the original specially
acquiring a good knowledge of the high points. In other words
a true Jain must taste- if not drink-from the spring of the
canonical knowledge. Then only one can acquire a glimpse of
truth and the Jain wisdom with confidence getting rid of all
misconceptions. After all this dimension of truth has survived
all vicissitudes during the last many milleniums and we own it
as a duty to acquaint ourselves with some facets of it. '

7- The recourse to the original canon is a must because
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the numerous commentaries and versions sometime tend to
befuddle the reader involuntarily or deliberatly colour the
interpretations depending on the inclination of the interpreter.
This is specially true about the foreigners who have in their
translations due to ignorance of the tradition and practice
sometimes give meanings quite different from the original
intent. This fact has given a wrong picture of Jainism to the
West where it is considered self-centered, negative and
impractical. It has also been enjoined(In Uttaradhyayana)
"discover the truth through your own(soul) efforts." ateaon
FeHGSST (3T & /)

However help can be. taken from the numerous
translations, commentaries, but here also more than one
should be consulted ofcourse studying the original at the same
time.

8-Having given the justification and need for the study
of original Canon/Agama or Shastra, the question arises how
to go about it. The Shvetamber tradition says that the list of
their Shastras varies between 32 accepted by the Sthanakwasi
to 45 accepted by the Mandirmargi- though at one time the list
extended up to 84, while the Digamber group denies them all,
having their own literature/canon. Here it may be remarked
that for the monks a knowledge of all the accepted Shastra is a
must and it is matter of satisfaction that some monks not only
know all the Sutra but even memorise them. At the same time
some monks prefer going for degress like M.A. & Ph.D.
ignoring the Agama! This tendency is not very healthy, to say
the least.

9- The Jain Canon has been divided into four major
groups called anuyoga as under, though the description is not
veryrigid:-

(1) Dharmkathanuyoga- Dealing with life stories of distin-
guished personages of Jain tradition.
(ii) Ganitanuyoga- Dealing with jain Astronomy.



(iii) Dravyanuyoga-  Dealing with Jain Ontology.
(iv) Charnanuyoga- Dealing with rules of conduct.

10- On account of obvious limitations of time a layman
may not be able to go through all the Agama, therefore, it is felt
that such Sutras should be selected for study which can satisfy
the fundamental need for knowledge of Jain religion. As
already stated the contents of the Jain Sutra are overlapping.
Let us take the Uttaradhyana Sutra. Its contents are so
composite that it contains elements of all anuyoga including
life stories, Jain conduct and Jain philosophy. It is felt that the
study of one such Sutra will be quite useful and even sufficient
to give basic knowledge for an aspirant for Knowledge. Here it
may be remarked that while a thorough study of one such book
will impart a fairly good knowledge of Jainism, a general
knowledge of all sutra will be useful, by which is meant the
books of all schools of thought including the Digambar School
which have some really good literature to offer.

11- For a comprehensive study of any Sutra like
Uttaradhyayan not only the original have to be approached but
also the tika like the Sukhbodha and the translations in the
Hindi & English. We are grateful to Gurudeva Gajendracharya
for an exhaustive translation in Hindi both in prose and poetry.
A fair knowledge ot this Sutra and if possible memorising the
same will be a rewarding experience, it can be assured.
Actually there are number of laymen and laywomen apart from
the monks who memorise the Uttaradhyayan Sutra. In this

connection one is reminded of the famous saying, 7ron 31u3, faren
03 |

At the same time the guidance of a good teacher is
essential for errect appreciation of the basic content of the
Sutra for the Student. It has been rightly said that "Gurubina-
nahin-gyan," Such a teacher may be a monk or a
knowledgeable layman who should be given proper respect
and if approached with all humility. Similarly the student



should have an open mind with right inclination or right
faith(Samyag Darshan) in the truthful contents of the Sutra.
which should be shown proper reverence. Indeed wrong
attitude may result in false knowledge with disastorous results
even leading to preversion and/or fanaticism.

12- The time and manner of study of the Sutra is also
important. After all the Agam/Sutra are not taking to novels or
short stories to be read hurriedly even in bed, These have to be
studied with devotion and calm mind without disturbance.
Generally the Laity observe a Samayik or two i.e.specific
period of time is devoted to religious observance daily. It is felt
that some time should be alloted for the study of Sutras
(Swadhyaya) along with recitation or telling the beads of the
rosary. It may be recalled that Gurudev Shri Gajendracharyaji
always emphasized need for Samayik and Swadhyaya.
Similarly it is common in Digamber temples to allot a room for
study where a number of books are available and it is observed
that people usually devote time for reading or listening to the
Agama or both. Such practice can be usefully adopted in Jain
temple and sthanakas where there are Gyan Bhandar or
libraries generally.

13- Thy study of the Sutra should be an unending
continuous process. After finishing with one e.g.
- Uttaradhyayan one can progress to Sutra like the Acharanga or
Sutrakritang, dealing with philisophical subjects. Again a
study of Bhagwati (Vyakhya Pragyapti) can be highly
rewarding throwing light on a variety of subjects. Actually
there are hardly any subject even temporal which are not
illuminated in Jain Sutras. The Jain Canon contains besided
ethics and philosophy, elements of history, culture,politics,
economics and other subjects. These can be a source of
immense interest as one advances in his study so much that the
students may find other reading dull and boring.

-D 121, Shastri Nagar, Jodhpur
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[ SURPRISES ABOUT MANKIND )

88 They lose their health to make money and then lose their money
to restore their health.

82 By thinking anxiously about the future they forget the present.
Thus, they live neither for the present nor for the future.

$8 They live as if they will never die and they die as if they had
never lived.

X -Ketan Surana, Surana Ki Badi Pole, Nagaur (Raj. i ’
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Self Awareness Through Meditation :- Ranjit Singh
Kumat, Publisher- (1) Prakrit Bharati Academy, 13-A main
malviyanagar, Jaipur-302017, Ph. 0141-2524827, 2520230,
(2) Kampani Charitable Trust, 507, Tulsiani chambers,
Nariman Point, Mumbai-400021, (3) Shankar Foundation,
Malad Co-operative Housing Society ltd. shop no. 5,
Building no. 7, Poddar Park, Poddar Road, Malad (East),
Mumbai-400097

This Book is basically a translation of Hindi Book
" A", But "How to meditate —Practical Tips' is anew

article which is not available in Hindi Book. It is a useful
book for English readers. The book bears the forward by Dr.
L.M. Singhvi.

Resetting of Disturbed Leg, Spine & Naval:- Dr. Chanchal
Mal Chordia, Publisher- Kalyanmal Chanchalmal Chordia
Trust, Chordia Bhawan, out side jalori gate, Gole Bulding
Road, Jodhpur-342003, Ph. 0291-2621454(R.)
9414134606(M.) Pages-40, Price-21/-

It is a comprehensive and practical book for
knowledge of resetting the disturbed Leg, Spine and Naval.
A reader may learn the procedure to reset the Leg, Spine and
Naval.
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220¢¢ ShriBansilal Ji Parakh, Kandiwali, Mumbai (M.H.)
220¢R A WU O, A (3.1.)
2200 A THHE S MEE, T (TH. )
22022 *f T FHR S IIHAT, SR (W)
22023 fwedt geT st A, i ufmw, s (wet.)
22003 f W TR I, WA (W.)
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#  KOTHARI FINANCERS
% 27, Chandrappan Street
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Chennai-600079 (T.N.) « Ph.# 42738436, 25298130

S
. Branches:

Bhagawan Motors
Chennai-53, Ph.# 26251960
Bhagawan Cars
Chennai-53, Ph.# 26243455/66

Balaji Motors
Chennai-50, Ph.#26247077

Padmavati Motors
Jafar Kan Peth, Chennai, Ph.#24854526

e
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Prithvi Exchange

A DIVISION OF PRITHVI SOFTECH LIMITED

33, Montieth Road, Egmore, Chennai-600008
- Phone : 044-28553185, 4215478, 9881041097

(Branches at Chennai, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Goa)

www._prithvifx.com

P. DELICHAND KAVAD

SURESH KAVAD NAVARATHAN KAVAD
RAVINDRA KAVAD ASHOK KAVAD

158, Trunk Road, Poonamallee, Chennai-600 056
Phone No. : 044-65363944, 26274165
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AP dAvont A feEman at 2t "o 8, @ FH- et agi it
-arrart st iz

Wrth Best Compl imerrta from

(Govt Authonsed Jewellers) (916 KDM)

22 Ct. Gold ! 24 Ct. Trust !

No. 4 Car Street, Poonamallee, Chennai-600 056
Ph.: 26272609, 55666555

Guru Hasti Bankers :

P. MANGILAL HARISH KUMAR KAVAD

No.5, Car Street,
Poonamallee, Chennai-600 056
k Ph.: 26272906, 55689588 J
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With Best Compliments From:

Narendra Hirawat & Co.

Flat No. 1 Building No. 2, Navjeevan Society,
Senapati Bapat Marg, Matunga (West), Mumbai-400016

 Trin-Trin g

Matunga Office . 022-24370713, 24380713, 66669707
Opera House Office : 022-30024282, 23669818

% Mobile | : 9821040899 . &
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09820072724
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022-23673939/23698880
0291-2636763

0141-2620571
09414048830/09314048830
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MAHENDRAG
JEWELLERS

No. 1000-1001.
Thiruvottiyur High Road
Kaladipet, Chennai-600 019
Phone : (0) 044-25991313, 25992300, 25992400

Fax : 044-25994466
Phone : (R) 044-25993671, 25993101, 25995588
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Stop existing.
Start Living:

KALPATARU AURA KALPATARU ESTATE
L.B.S. Road, Gl’latlzopar (W) On ]oges}lwari-\/ilzhroli Link Road,
Andheri (E)

e

CEEYT
R ;
piiid

FFEELEEEY

,'\ ‘-,“’ w
""'E::gi E:: v
ey -
Ty e e
o NI Ll K}
::""I".:: . ::: :-ll: :.
:;:E’:- T T T T
T
Ee e R L
:1" B B ‘tI"':"-,m:!Il'It
e Ty
" s
.y
ey
2

KAMDHENU SIDDHACHAL
At Hari Om Nagar, Mulund (E) Polzhran Road N0.2, Thane (W)

(.3
101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opposite Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (E), Mumbai 400 055 l é e
@ I;FEI n' l n E U Tel: 3064 3065, Fax: 3064 3131. E-mail: com. Visit: com 'Il.luurlyul-n‘?n.u.l-
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