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HKnowlaedga in Jaina Philosophy

Dr. Dharm Chand Jain™

Knowledge : a characteristic of a soul

In Jaina philosophy knowledge (jiiana) is an essential,
natural, identical and inseparable characteristic of a soul. Jaina
philosophers do not accept a soul without knowledge. Itisanin-
evitable characteristic of a soul, because it represents the
consciousness and without consciousness a soul cannot be
defined. Although Nyaya-Vaisesika philosophers propound
that the soul in the state of salvation remains without
consciousness and knowledge, but Jaina philosophers do not
agree with theém and refute the notion of Nyaya- Vaisesikas. The
Jaina philosophers have similarity to some extent with the
Vedantins. Vedantins define Brahma or Atman as
'Sacchidananda' (Vedantasara,33). Here 'cit (chit)' is the
synonym of knowledge or chaitanya. Jaina also define soul as-

71 €] 99, IR = d9 987 |
AT 3TN ¥, W ey dFav ||
-Uttaradhyayan Sitra, 28.11
nanam cn dansanam ceva Carittam ca tavo taha
Viriyam uvaogo ya, eyam jivassa lakkhanam.

A soul has characteristics like- Knowledge, intuition,
condut austerity, energy and consciousness. Thus Jaina
propound some more characteristics of a soul than Vedantins
accept, but these two philosophies are agreed on the point that
knowledge is an essential characteristic of a soul.

Jaina philosopher Umasvati propounds 'Upayoga' as the
main characteristic of a soul in his renowned work
Tattvarthasiitra (2.8). Upayoga is of two kinds- (i) Jiana
(knowledge) and (ii) Darsana (in-articulate cognition). These
two are the categories of cognition. Jiiana is an articulate -

#¥[Prof. Jain has presented this paper in the National seminar
organised by Asiatic society, Kolkata during 11th-12th March 2005]
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cognition (Sakaropayoga) and Dar$ana is an in-articulate
cognition (Anakaropayoga). Darsana and Jidna have an
essential order. Darsana or Anakaropayoga occurs first and then
after Jiiana or Sakaropayoga takes place.

The Jaina conception of knowledge has its most
significant place in the sphere of Indian philosophy. According
to Jaina philosophy no one soul can exist without knowledge.
All the souls of the world including the organisms like tree, fire,
water etc. having one sense of touch also have a characteristic of
knowledge. Even liberated souls also have knowledge.
Liberated souls have complete knowledge which is called
kevalajiiana and the worldly souls have atleast two types of
knowledge matijiiana & srutajiiana. Here, one thing is to be
clarified that knowledge in Jainism is accepted either as samyak
(right) or as Mithya (wrong or perverted). If the souls have right
view or Samyag Darsana then they have right knowledge and if
they are possessed of perverted attitude then they have
Mithyajfiana or ajiiana. The word 'ajfidna’ in Jaina system does
not denote the complete absence of knowledge, but it indicates
the pervertedness of the knowledge. In this way the living
beings bearing one sense-organ of touch are possessed of
ajnana, but it is true that the phenomenon of cognition is also
found always there. The creatures like caterpillar, ant, termite,
butterfly also have knowledge in the form of ajiana. Thus
knowledge or cognition is an essential and inseparable
characteristic ofa soul.
jidnavarana karman : Obstruction in manifestion of
knowledge

Jaina thinkers accept that every 'bhavya' soul has a
capability of becoming omniscient, but the bondage of
jianavarana karman is the obstruction in its manifestation.
Whenever a soul destructs the Karman bondage of jiianavarana
completely, the pure and complete knowledge Kevaljiidna rises
at the moment. Before rising of kevaljiiadna Mohaniya Karman
is destructed. Darsanavarana Karma and Antaraya Karma also
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getdestructed altogether with jiianavarana. Umasvati says-
AT haery |
-Tattvartha Sttra, 10.1
[Mohaksayaj-jiiana darsanavaranantarayacca kevalam.]
Causation of knowledge
According to Jaina philosophy knowledge does not
come from outside. It always manifests in the soul after the
destruction (ksaya) or subsidence-cum - destruction
(Ksayopasama) of Jiianavarana Karman. Although we know
the objects through sense-organs and quasi-sense, but these are
only the instruments. The knowledge does not manifest in them.
Knowledge is an attribute of a soul. In the view of Jaina thinkers
light and objects are not the real causes of the origination of the
knowledge. Although their presence helps in the manifestation
of the knowledge to us, but these are not needed for the person
who has supersensuous intuition, therefore the Jaina
phllosophers do not accept the direct causatlon of light and
object. Acarya Hemchandra says- ‘‘Trufeits! <

Fframeatiem | s fowa: yerwe 7 Sggi aeeRn
TTERTATGag FafedeRuTe 1 Fard, FHTeRnfesRaTETTET-
HRIGTR TSI eI &I Tca  ang@™ |’ (Pramana

Mimamsa 1-1-25 writti) [Narthalokau Jnanasya nimittama-
vyatirekat. Bahyo visayah prakasasca na qgksuljnanasya saksat
Karanam; desakaladivattu vyavahitakaranatvam na nivaryate,
jiianavaran adlks ayopasamasamagryamaradupakarit-
venanjanadlvaccaksuru-pakarltvena chabhyupagamat.] Light
and object are the general causes like space & time. These are
not the direct causes of generating knowledge in the living

being. Further Hemacandra says- =~ HeRITeE Semmasy
AT, IYSRMEHAT  ATARISHRST  arsawan - weafafoy-
IMTARIfaRTS e | AT EsdaETareTes feete
fiftaeay, ffimea ssdfrafican amedamTmacafs: |

(Pramana- mimamsa 1.1.25 Vritti). In the mirage we know
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water inspite of it's absence. some animals like cow, cat efc. can
see in the night without light, hence light and object are not the
real causes of the knowledgé. Yogins know the objects of past,
present and future but causation of the objects is not seen there.
Svapara-Prakasakatva

Jaina philosophers propound that knowledge
illuminates it self and the object. Svaparaprakasakatva is the
general characteristic of the knowledge. In the view of Jaina
philosophers, if a knowledge does not illuminate itself, then it
cannot illuminate the objects also. They give an example of the
sun, which illuminates itself and the objects as well.
(niyamasara, tatparyavrtti, 159, pramananaya tattvaloka 1.17)
Samyag jiiina : two types

[ want to attract your attention towards the problem of
samyagjiidna or right knowledge. We find two types of
samyagjtiana in Jaina literature. First type of Samyagjiiana is
included in the trio-jewels which lead the path of salvation. This
Samyagjfiana is linked with Samyagdar$ana or right view. In
the presence of right view or samyagdarsana the existing
knowledge converts into Samyag-jfiana (Sarvartha siddhi
1.1.7). On the contrary in the presence of mithyadarsana or
midhyatva the existing knowledge is called as ajiana or
Mithya-jiiana. Mithyadarsana is a perverted view of the soul
which leads to mundane world and Samyag-darsana leads the
soul the path of salvation. (FETEIIMTRATOT W&Hw: |
Tattvartha Satra, 1.1). This is the first form of Samyag-jiiana

found in Jaina canons and latter literature.

The second type of samyag-jfiana is found only in the
epistemological literature. When Jaina philosophers define
pramana (an organ of valid knowledge) as samyag-jiiana-
T YWV, (Pramapa-pariksa of Vidyananda, Vira Seva
Mandir, Delhi 1977 & Nyayadipika p. 9 of Abhinavadharma-
bhiisana, Vira sevamandir, Delhi, 1968). Vidyananda (775-840
A.D.) and Abhinavadharmabhusana have given definition of
pramana as samyagjiiana, but here samyag-jiidana is not linked
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with the inevitable presence of samyag-darsana. In defining
pramana samyag-jiiana has another characteristic i.e.
devoidness of doubt (samsaya); illusion (Viparyaya) and
Indeterminateness (Anadhyavasaya). The knowledge
determining the self and the object and devoidness of doubt,
illusion and indeterminateness is called pramapa (JNUI
HRTE=se Wi uRfSsea g a9 aq T SHE
ATYhaHH -Pramanamimamsa 1.1.1. Vritti & Nyaya Kumuda
candra, Vol.1p.4.8)

Thus the Samyag-jiiana defined as pramana is different
from the samyag-jiiana leading to Iiberation. The basic
difference in these two is of inner view. First one right
knowledge is leading the path of salvation and another one is
linked with our empirical behaviour. First one may be
compared with Paravidya of Upanisadas and second one with
aparavidya. Vattakera in Milacara defines samyag-jiana as

follows:-
0 7= foargsaiss S e s |
o7 o7 forgsgsst | umoi fororema ||
ST T foRsSieT ST ey TR |
Stor foreft wsirasS, | oToT froremey ||
- Miilacara, Bharatiya jiianapitha, Delhi, 1992, Verses 267-268

By which the truth is known, by which the mind is
restrained and by which the soul is purified is the knowledge in
Jaina-teachings.

By which a man abstains from attachment, by which he
engages himself in welfare and by which friendly behaviour
with everybody takes place is the knowledge in Jaina-
teachings.

This knowledge is placed in trio-jewels leading to path
of liberation, but Jaina scholars accept the empirical world as a
reality, so they developed their own epistemological
fundamentals. (Continue in next issue)

' -Editor, Jinvani
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With Best Compliments From :

. SURANA

[ INDUSTRIES LIMITED|
Manufacturers & Exporters of

5 e s e [ e [ T

e e [

3 ] | e e |

[ e e

Symbolises the Premium Quality Steels, viz.,
Aspiration of HSD/CTD Bars, MS Rounds
Discerning Steel Structurals Like Flats, Channels (3
Buyers ! ‘ Angles and Squares

Always Use SURANA STEELS to
Highlight your House/Industry

Regd. Cum Corporate Head Office
29, Whites Road, Il Floor Royapettah, Chennai-600 014

Grams : GURUHASTI
Phone : 28525127 (3 Lines) Fax : 044 28521143
E-mail : suranast@vsnl.com
Website : www.suranaind.com

_ Works |

F-67, 68 & 69 SIPCOT Industrial Complex
Gummidipoondi 601 201, Tiruvallur Dist. Tamilnadu
Ph.: 954119 222881 Telefax : 954119222880

Sales Yard

30, GN.T. Road, Madhavaram, Chennai 600 110
Ph.: 25375531/32/33 Fax : 044 25375400
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With Best Compliments From :
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KOTHARI FINANCERS ;’;;
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Chennai-600079 (T.N.) « Ph.# 42738436, 25298130

. Branches :

Bhagawan Motors
Chennai-53, Ph.# 26251960

s o% o%
0.0 0‘0 o

Bhagawan Cars
Chennai-53, Ph.# 26243455/66

O o% o
AN EX

Balaji Motors
Chennai-50, Ph #26247077

s o% %
AXEX AN

Padmavati Motors
Jafar Kan Peth, Chennai, Ph.#24854526

s
.?5
%
.
g;
E% 27, Chandrappan Street
i
.
iy

G
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Curtesy :

Prithvi Exchange

A DIVISION OF PRITHVI SOFTECH LIMITED

33, Montiesth Road, Egmore, Chennai-600008
% Phone : 044-28553185, 42145478, 09381041097 &
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A GLASS OF WATER WILL MAKE
YOUR KARMA QUARTER
- tiaet greft -

i (Govt Authorised Jewellers) (916. KDM)
.22 Ct Gold'24 Ct Trust!

P MANG f’ ALHARISHKUMAR KAVAD

No. 4 5 Car Street Poonamallee CHENNAI-GOOOSG
o Hello-Hello -

G%Eiﬁmmiﬂ—BADlBADu
|| et o-OKiOK

- | ot g erafi-GOODI GOOD!
| st oref-BESTIBESTI

* GURU HASTI 6OLD PALACE '

v 044—26272609 55666555 26272906 55689588 |

& T Rl ﬂ:ﬂv—ﬁv TS AT %
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efiee gTeft Merd 3R ||
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Narendra Hirawat & Co.
Flat No. 1, Building No. 2, Navjeevan Society,
Senapati Bapat Marg, Matunga (West), MUMBAI-400016
Trin-Trin

Matunga Office : 022-24370713, 24380713, 66669707

Opera House Office : 022-30034282, 23669818
Mobile : 098210-40899 ﬁ
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T, AhaUS St qoid, qig
wah - v @ wiafa

S e 1. SIEAT, STeria

T fAfY /s wevevm

1egE - e Tt St Siew, T
.91, sft I = fededt sirae ww, aqe

Fratere - ofiae Jex St ST, g
weTEt - s Fewaw sft =T, Seg
TEITHIA T HUSH, FHIGR
rener- s f. Rrewe st goon, =8

FrETerE -4 Tt St e, drar
FETEE - AU A< S F9eT, AR
Tt e Sme Sft 99, SR

3147, oft A7 T srfarewT wHusH, wag
g -siwd) (SF.) Aer it i, SR
wrtore - st wy S gaon, e

it - it v Sft T, S

.91, 3t I T gas aReg, Fap

7eaE - ST eIt St AT, FATSATHR

FrRteg-sime ywe st g, SR
HEteae - guue S e, S
HeTafRE - 3, 7o S g, g

oft TuTEaTEt A T WY, agR
T - S, FEeme St SR, Sug
afera- st MR St 99, Shup

3.9, 3ft A7 T et e 8, wiag
0291-5108799/09414133879

v - sftwreht gefver Sft e, ag
afya- sfime T St Fwuriae, Sug

e WA oft A7 T e dwR =, Aug

TR - ofiwelt formen Sft Awan, ShuR
Tlea- i g S godiare, e

022-30645000/23648004
09820072724

0257-2225903/09823076551

022-23673939/23698880
0291-2636763

0141-2620571
09414048830/09314048830
0291-2434355/09414093147

0291-2654427/09828032215
0141-2575997, 2570753

044-25380387/25391597

09884430000
080-22265957/09844158943

0141-3233318/09414090931
0141-2212982/09413453774
0291-2636763
0141-3292229/09314292229
044-25293001/42765646
0291-2544124
0291-2641445
07462-233550/09414315098
0141-2742665/09314507303
044-26425093/09444235065
0291-2546501/09414921164
0291-2624891
0291-2621454/09414134606
0291-3296033/09351590014
0291-2630490

0291-2549925/094 14128925
0291-2622623
0291-2435637/09351421637
0291-2555230/09460551096
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With best compliments from :

SOHANLAL UMEDRA]J SURENDER HUNDIWAL

S.UMEDRAJ JAIN (HUNDIWAL)

-#- 098407 18382
2027 'H' BLOCK 4th STREET,12TH MAIN ROAD,

ANNA NAGAR, CHENNAI-600040
€ 044-32550532

sl BRANCHES

APPOLO BRIGHT STEELS PVT LTD.
S.P.59, 3rd MAINROAD
AMBATTUR ESTATE CHENNAI-600058
¢ 044-26258734, 9840716053, 98407 16056
FAX: 044-26257269
E-MAIL: appolobright@yahoo.com

APPOLO CORRUGATORS PVT LTD.
NO.400 NORTH PHASE, SIDCO INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
AMBATTUR CHENNAI-60098
¢ FAX: 044-26253903, 9840716054
E-MAIL:appolocorrugators@yahoo.com

SAPNA PACKAGING INDUSTRIES
NO.410 NORTH PHASE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
AMBATTUR, CHENNAI-600098
¢ 044-26241041

PENINSULAR PACKAGINGS
NO.25 SIDCO INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
AMBATTUR CHENNAI-600098
¢ 044-26250564
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KALPATARU AURA KALPATARU ESTATE

15B.S. Road, Gl’lat]zopar (W) On Jogeshwari-\/ilahroli Link Roacl,
Andheri (E)

sunannsEn)

TEPERLT L il )

KAMDHENU SIDDHACHAL
At Hari Om Nagar, Mulund (E) Pokhran Road No.2, Thane (W)

i o - : TS
! 101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opposite Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (E), Mumbai 400 055 Propartis professionally managed by
(8] RATPATARY® summommarsmm e o o | s
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