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Role of Jaina Ethics in Peace and

Harmony of Global Civilization
Dr. Sohan Raj Tater

- Principle of Jaina Ethics

Ethics discipline (acara-dharma) is an important
aspect of Jainism. It has a two fold objective. First, it brings
about spiritiual purification and secondly makes an
individual a worthy social being who can live as a
responsible and well behaved neighbour. The ethical
discipline is well graded in Jainism to suit the ability and
environment of an individual. It is prescribed to him
according to his will to carry it out sincerely, without and
negligence either in its understanding or in its practice. Jaina
ethics is based neither on oneness of life as in Vedanta, nor
on momentary nature of soul as in Buddhism. It is based on
equality of life. Basically all souls are equal. Therefore, no
wonder that such percepts as non-violence in Jainism take
into account not only the human beings or animals or insects
but even plant life or one sensed living organism life, like-
earth, water, fire and air etc. The social organizations as
anticipated by jaina ethics, do not make any distinction on
the basis of caste, creed or colour. "

The foundation .of the ethical discipline is the
doctrine of Ahimsa. If we correctly comprehend it, it will be
seen that it is the recognition of the inherent right of an
individual to live so universally expressed that every one
wants to live and no body likes to die. Thus, therefore, no
one has any right to destroy or harm any other living being.
Viewed as such Ahimsi is the fundamental law of civilized
life and rational living; and thus forms the basis of all moral
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instructions in Jainism. The laymg down of the
commandment not to kill and not to damage is one of the
greatest events in the spiritual history of mankind.’
Present day problems of global civilization and their
solutions by Jaina ethics

Syadvada, which has become almost a synonym for
Jainism, teaches us that the same truth could be differently
expressed without involving us in any real contradiction.
Jainism has always kept the problems of global civilization
in view, and has shown the utility of Jaina ethical concepts
for humanity in general. Jaina acaryas have always stood for
the dignity of man, and equality of all, advocated the birth-
right of independence of all individuals and have preached
the elevated ideal of non-violence. When there is a feeling-
realization of the true nature of the self and when one is
completely lost in the bliss of self-meditation, the
observance of all the moral rules become spontaneous,
coming from with in and not being on imposition from
without. No ethical study could be useful unless it provides
an answer to the problems with which our lives are beset.
The problems of global civilization arise out of various
factors, which can be classified under the following broad
heads: ‘

() Selfishness

(ii) Ignorance

(iii)  Scarcity

(iv)  Injustice
(i) Selfishness :- Selfishness lies at the root of all global
problems. All immoral Practices of global civilization arise
out of selfish nature of man. Selfishness can be overcome by
realizing the true nature of the Soul.

An ordinary Jaina (Samyagdrsti) is not allowed to
indulge in feelings of anger, pride, hypocrisy and greed
continuously for more than a year, a householder at an
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advanced stage (Sravaka) for more than four months, and a
monk for more than fifteen days. Perfection or liberation is
attained when these feelings are completely overcome. The
above ethical idea, which Jainism gave with reference to
individual Sadhana, could be iﬁterpreted afresh in the
context of modern day global problems to suggest that all
nations of globe could also maintain their individuality, and
yet live in peace and harmony if negative ideas of anger,
pride, hypocrisy and greed could be renounced. It could,
thus, teach the possibility and utility of co-existence in
modern times and bring the hope of a brighter future for war-
ridden global civilization of today. If Jaina ethics could
bring home to us that alone, its purpose will he more than
achieved.

(ii) Ignorance :- Jainism teaches us that all knowledge is
relative and co-related. Let us be receptive to every thought.
One sided attitude only complicates global problems rather
than solve them. It dose not give us any solution to such
ethical questions as 'determinism' and 'freedom of will'.
Non-absolutism shows us the path of synthesis among fate
and human effort; faith, knowledge and action; and supra-
moral plane of life practical code of morality. The answer of
Jainism to the problem of knowledge is represented in its
doctrine of non-absolutism. Much of misunderstanding
between one nation and the other of globe could be solved if
we could adopt the attitude of non-absolutism on political
problems. '

(iii) Scarcity :- "The greater the possessions, the greater the
happiness" is the motto of many. Jainism teaches us quite the
opposite : "the lesser the possessions the greater the
happiness". Happiness comes from what we are and not
from what we possess. We should realize the blissful nature
of the soul. The answer of Jainism to the problem of scarcity
is : Be not attached to the worldly objects; be not their slaves
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: turn to the self within where from comes the true happiness.
This does not imply a life of inertia, but that of
contemplation and contentment. _
(iv) Injustice :- The bigger fish swallows the smaller ones.
The mighty and the aggressive prosper, the humble and the
meek suffer. The result is the rule of jungle. In the sphere of
politics we kill and crush in the name of caste, creed and
colour. The result is war and bloodshed. Jainism brings us
hope of justice in the form of doctrine of karma. As we sow,
so shall we reap. Though there is no God who sits upon
judgement on us, there is a law, based on theory of cause and
effect, which works automatically and unfailingly. All lives
are equal and the stronger has no right to do any injustice to
the weaker : and if they do, they don't harm anybody but
themselves.

We should meet on injustice not with force but with
forbearance. Violence begets violence, enmity leads to
enmity : but if we don't retaliate it, it subsides. The attitude
of equanimity of Par§va to Dharanendra and kamatha, when
the former tried to save him from the later who tried to kill,
beautifully illustrates the Jaina attitude. Jainism has also
opposed from the beginning any social injustice arising out
of casteism or racialism. "Mankind is one community" says
jinsendcarya.” Mahatma Gandhi successfully applied the
creed of non-violence to redress the injustice of one nation
against another. The creed of non-violence, if applied to the
global problems, has the potentiality of wiping out the
institution of war from the surface of global civilization.
Thus the answer of Jainism to the problem of injustice is four
fold : doctrine of karma, equality of life, non-violence and
equanimity. ' .
Jain ethical dlsclplme-Non-vwlence and its role in peace
and harmony of global civilization '

Ahimsa with the Jaina doctrine of nayavada can very



well serve as the supreme principle of morality. Hence there
is nothing in the world or even out of it that can be called
good except the principle of Ahimsa of all beings. It is a form
and can be validly applied to all the particular cases. Itis said
in the Jaina ethics that both the indulgence in himsa and the
negation of abstinence form himsa constitute himsa.’ In
other words, he who has not abandoned himsa, though he is
not factually indulging in it, commits himsa on account of
having the subconscious frame of mind for its perpetration.
Again, he who employs his mind, body and speech in
injuring others also commits himsa on account of actually
indulging in it. Thus, wherever there is inadvertence of
mind, body or speech himsa is inevitable.*

"The principle of non-violence really implies that
life should be elevated altogether from the plane of force to
that of reason, persuasion, accommodation, tolerance and
mutual service."* The virtues of non-violence and
Aparigraha are capable of establishing universal peace.
Jaina ethics believes Ahimsa means Universal love. Non-
violence cannot be materialized in the life of the country
without extirpating the passion of greed. The root cause of
violence is material goods. If the importance of the virtue of
Aparigraha is understood at the international level, the
attitude of non-violence will synchronize.

National and international activities of a country
should be guided by the principle of non-violence and
anekanta. In order that country may function properly
without encroaching upon the inherent spiritual nature of
man, it must identify itself with samyagdarsana,
samyagjiiana and samyag caritra. The policy of the country
must exhibit unflinching faith in, and tenacious adherence to
the principle of non-violence. This will crown the country
with samyagdarsana which will ispo facto bring
enlightment to it, and result will be the emergence of
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samyagjiiana. In other words, the adoption and assimilation
of Anekanta is samyagjnana. The resolute and astuto
application of the policy of non-violence and Anekanta in
the national and international spheres for solving all sorts of
problems will credit the country with samyagcaritra. The
passions of fear, hatred towards any other country, the
passions of deception, greed to expand its territory and to
usurp other country's wealth and freedom, the passions of
pride of wealth, power, achievement and heritage-all these
should be banished from the country, because they are
corruptive of the veritable spirit of progress. On the positive
side, the country should pursue the discipline which flows
from samyagdarsana, samyagjiiana and samyagcaritra.
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( SUCCESS & TROUBLE )

@Struggle, an eight letter word, exhausts you, irritates
you, and sometimes demoralizes you. But it gives

“you the elegant reward of life time called-
SUCCESS!

&If you cry on trouble, It grows double, and if you
laugh on trouble, it disappears like a bubble, so
always face your problems with alovely SMILE. .

-Mrs. Yugal N. Ranka,
9th, Giriraj flats, Hirabag society,
Mani Nagar, Ahemdabad (Guj.)
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PRITHVI EXCHANGE
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(Govt. Authorised J ewellers) (916 KDM)
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No. 4 Car Street, Poonamallee, Chennai-600 056
Ph. 044-26272609, 55666555, 26272906, 55689588

P. MANGILAL HARISH KUMAR KRAVAD

NO. 5, Car Street,
Poonamallee, Chennai-600 056
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Narendra Hirawat & Co.

Flat No. 1, Building No. 2, Navjeevan Society,
Senapati Bapat Marg, Matunga (West), MUMBAI-400 016

Trin-Trin
Matunga Office 1 022-24370713, 24380713, 66669707

Opera House Office : 022-23669818 .
Mobila : 09821040899 &
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With best compliments from:

SOHANLAL UMEDRAJ SURENDER HUNDIWAL

S.UMEDRAJ JAIN (HUNDIWAL)

#- 098407 18382
2027 'H' BLOCK 4th STREET,12TH MAIN ROAD,

ANNA NAGAR, CHENNAI-600040
€044-32550532

=8l BRANCHES

APPOLO BRIGHT STEELS PVT LTD
S.P.59, 3 rd MAINROAD
AMBATTUR ESTATE CHENNAI-600058
€ 044-26258734, 9840716053, 98407 16056
FAX: 044-26257269
E-MAIL: appolobright@yahoo.com

APPOLO CORRUGATORS PVT LTD.
NO.400 NORTH PHASE, SIDCO INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
AMBATTUR CHENNAI-60098
¢ FAX: 044-26253903, 9840716054
E-MAIL:appolocorrugators@yahoo.com

SAPNA PACKAGING INDUSTRIES
NO.410 NORTH PHASE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
AMBATTUR, CHENNAI-600098

¢ 044-26241041 ‘

PENINSULAR PACKAGINGS
NO.25 SIDCO INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
AMBATTUR CHENNAI-600098
¢ 044-26250564
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Old Mumbai - Pune highway, Panvel
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101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opp. Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (East),
Mumbai - 400 055. @ Tel.: 3064 3065, 98339 45470 @ Fax: 3064 3131
Website: www.kalpataru.com
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