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Tat'tv:a bodha

TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE TWELVE
VARTAS (VOWS)
Dr. Priyadarsna Jain

AFIVEANUVRATAS ORPRIMARY VOWS
(1) Ahimsa Apuvrata—Partial vow of Non-violence

Transgressions of the first Ahimsanuvrata

TEXT TRANSLATION

(i) Bandhe - Captivity and cruelty to

’ animals and to fellow-beings

(ii) Vahe - Monopoly, dominance and
killing

(iii) Chavicchee - Causing suffering to others,
torturing others

(iv)Aibhare - Exploitation, over burdenmg
others

(V) Bhattapanaviccheha - Neglecting to nurture animals,
: plants and fellow- beings
Meaning ~ :

Through the first Ahimsa Anuvrata, a Sravaka vows
not to harm, hurt, injure or kill any #rasa creature i.e. mobile
beings with two, three, four or five senses. He gives up.
intentional violence and here too violence towards the one-
sensed organisms, sinning culprits, violence in defense etc. is
not given up. He neither kills the meek mobile creatures nor
asks others to do the same, by thought, word and deed, all his
life. The above five transgressions are given up for the
practice of this vow. If the above transgressions have been
committed then repentance is done through this Sitra.
Explanation ,

Ahimsa is the supreme virtue and all other virtues are
secondary and are elaborations of this cardinal virtue. The
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vow of Ahirmsa is all- comprehensive and extolled for the
welfare of one and all. The violent acts committed due to
carelessness amount to violence and non-violence is a
vigilant attitude of the awakened spirit. A householder who
has faith in the right Gods, Gurus, and Dharma and has
knowledge of the nine fattvas exerts in right conduct
although partially and the first step towards this begins with
the renunciation of intentional violence. A householder
aspirant, who seeks self-realization and victory over the self,
takes care not to indulge in the above transgression. Inflicting
cruelty to animals and human beings, torturing or terrorizing
them, physical assaults to animals and humans, consumption
of wine and flesh, hunting, deforestation, exploitation,
corruption, in human behavior, unfair business practices,
attack upon weaker people and nations, child labour,
atrocities on women, racial discrimination, ill-treating
prisoners, mass violence, suicide etc amount to violation of
the Ahimsa anuvrata.

The need of the hour is protection and preservation of
the environment from further degradation and this is possible
when every individual, society and nation realizes this and
works towards it. And this realization can come through
spirituality and faith in the culture of non-violence can enable
us torealize the higher truths of life and make life meaningful
and the earth a better place to live.

4 All the other vows of truth, etc are elaborations of this
vow of Ahirisa. Nothing is higher than Mount Meru and
more expansive than the sky. So also know that no Dharma is
equal to Ahimsa in this world. This doctrine of Akirisa
forms the crux of Jaina ethics and provides a sustainable
solution to the spiritual, mental, physical, social and
environmental problems faced by modern man.

In olden times there were knives and swords, and
only a part of the body was cut, then came the pistols and
guns which killed individuals, following this came the atom
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bombs whlch destroyed a city or two, but today man has
developed the nuclear bomb and the entire world shudders to
think of the use of nuclear bombs and missiles. The problem
today is not of guided missiles but misguided men, hence the
need is for the vrata culture and the vow of non-violence. The
Acdranga Siitra says that there can be one weapon more
powerful than the other, but the weapon of self-restraint is the
supreme one.

(ii) Satya Ahruvrata- Partial vow of Truth

Transgressions of the second Mrsavada-Viramananuvrata
TEXT TRANSLATION

(I) Sahassabbhakkhane - Telling lies

(ii) Rahassabbhakkhane - Divulging the secrets of others
(iii) Sadaramantabhee/sap- '

aimantabhee - Divulging the secrets of one's
spouse -
(iv) Mosovaese - Giving false advice, mis-
guiding, mis-management
(v)Kiadalehakarane - Forgery
Meaning

Through this vow the Jaina laity vows to give up
gross untruth, i.e. he shall not utter that untruth and indulge in
false practices, which are illegal and cause distrust. He
desists from falsehood and false utterances motivated by
passions, greed, fear or laughter by thought, word and deed.
He neither takes to falsehood nor does he advise others to do
the same. The five transgressions of this vow are as
mentioned above. If the above transgressions are knowingly
or unknowingly committed then the aspirant expiates for the
same and prays that this sin of his become fruitless.
Explanation

This vow of Satya is a solution to the growing distrust
among individuals, societies and nations. It is said that
“Truthis God” (Saccarin Khu Bhagavam). By being truthful
to oneself one comes closer to God and Godhood. Satya
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signifies much more than honesty, it implies right, true and
meaningful living. Knowing one-self as one truly is and
others in the same light enables dne to practice non-violence
as well as truthfulness. As Geetha Ramanujam remarks, “It
implies that by being true to oneself, not being hypocritical,
cunning and deceitful, one is true to reality. Denying the
existing of a fact, assertion of something that does not exist,
revealing something different from what actually it is,
condemnable, sinful and disagreeable speech, all amount to
violation of this vow. Misguiding the weaker people and
nations and mismanagement of funds at all levels, false
preaching, advices and guide lines, instigating crimes,
gossiping, forgery, breach of trust, involvement in scams and
‘corrupt practices, etc. amount to transgressions of this vow in
modern times.”

- As she further says, “ The vow of Satya amounts to
being true to oneself, fellow beings and the environment at
last. It implies that all our activities are directed by right faith,
right knowledge, and right conduct which in turn mean that
one should be free from anger, greed, cowardice, fearfulness,
Jest and blame. Aticdras i.e. transgressions have to be not
only understood but also overcome. Aticdras are closely
related to the karma theory because avoiding these
transgressions not only results in a pure environment, but
alsoredeems man of his Karma. o

So Satya should be viewed as a social discipline.
practised at the individual level, which benefits the society
morally and elevates the individual spiritually. Otherwise,
man invites karma for himselfand ultimately he suffers.”

(iii) Asteya Anuvrata — Partial vow of Non-stealing.
Transgressions of the third Adattddana -Virmapanuvrata

TEXT TRANSLATION
(i) Tenahade - Receiving or aspiring for
stolen property

(ii) Takkarappoge - Instigating theft or criminal



@ et gl

activity
(iii) Viruddharajjaikkamme - Illegal and corrupt practices
(iv) Kiidatullakiidamane - Manipulation of weights
(v) Tappadiravagavavahare - Adulteration

Meaning

Through this vow the laity vows to refrain from theft
in all forms through two karapas and three yogas, all his life.
Practice of the vow includes desisting from taking away
property or any other thing, which is not given to us. Thisis a
gross vow and the transgressions as mentioned above if
violated then the aspirant expiates for the same through this
sitra.
Explanation

Acaurya, Asteya or non-stealing is a solution to
corruption, false practices taking place at all levels,
exploitation of natural resources, global warming etc. When
we take or rob things that are not given to us it is theft. Greed,
desire, liking is the root cause of theft and exploitation. The
more we get the more we want. Greed increases with every
gain, desire is endless as space, hence to conquer greed it is
important to develop contentment and thus check greed
through the practice of this vow. When one vows not to steal,
he assures himself that he will not be stolen and cheated.
When one is determined not to steal it is understood that he
will not commit any act that is illegal, irrational and
illegitimate for which he will be punished by law; in case he
escapes the law there is no chance that he will escape the law
of karma. “As you sow, so you reap” is the universal law of
karma which operates on all beings be it micro or macro,
human or animal, plants or birds. The spiritual and social
significance of this vow is un-debated. To pursué the spiritual
quest it is important to be ethical first. Let us see some of the
forms of the transgressions of this vow in modern times:
Instigating crime or theft, harboring terrorists, allowing
bandits and culprits to roam free, receiving or aspiring for
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stolen property, receiving unlawful commissions for
transactions and unlawful or illicit deals, giving and taking
kickbacks, illegal trade, corruption, bribery, dowry,
adulteration, flesh trade, use of false weights and measures,
substitution of inferior commodities, decoity, robbery,
smuggling, black marketing, etc all these amount to
transgressions of this vow.

If the above vow is practised by thought, word and deed then
one saves himself from committing these transgressions and
is on the path of redemption. A person whose conscience is
clear and a person who is true to it fears sin and those whose
conscience is not clear they may fear the fruit of sin, but still
do not give up the sinful path. If man does not check his
inhumane behavior then nature will take steps to restore the
balance and so before it is too late we ought to take an about-
turn from violence to non-violence, from untruth to truth,
from exploitation to contentment and save ourselves from
robbing our progeny of their right to the natural resources.

(Continue..)
-Lecturer, Dept. of Jainology, University of Madras, Chennai
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(Fhoughts
Present is a gift

g Bein Today, Believe in Today, Behave in Today, Be
alive in Today, Because Yesterday died for Today
and Tomorrow takes Birth from Today.

g Time is like a river. You can't touch the same water
twice, because the flow that has passed will never
pass again. So enjoy every moment of your life.

& The past is a history, The Future is a mystery, Today
is a gift. That is a why it is called "PRESENT". So
utilize your present to make your future bright.

-Ms. Minakshi Jain (Adv.)
_ Surana ki Badi Pole, Nagur-341001 (Raj.)
: /
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- SIRANA INDUSTIRES LIMITED

Surana TM‘F A perfect vaceinatioa for your f constuctions.

 Excsilent Bordt Sitength # Groater resistance 1o Corrosion @ Superior Weidabiity # Excetient Ductiity and High'

- Bendabitity ® Uniformt propertiss traughout langth # Enhancad Rasistance to Fire & Ablity to withstand Earthauakes
mmmmmmtamw&qﬁkmm Fa 4157 600/ 550 600 gradas with 15 1786 standard.
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For marketing enquiries, contact : 91-44-2855 0715 / 2855 0736

Carporate Head Office

29, Whites Road, Secand Fioor Royapettan, Chennai - 500 044,
Phone : 91-24-2852 5127 (3 Lines) / 2852 5596 Fax : 91-44-2852 0713
E-mail - steelmktgi@surana.org.in / silir @surana org n

Website : www.surana.org.in

Surana TMT -L rfelmz oj v erv Comtru(tzan
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KOTHARI FINANCERS

23, Vada malai Street, Sowcarpet

Chennai-600079 (T.N.) Ph. 044-25292727

M. 9841091508

. BRANCHES

Bhagawan Motors
Chennai-53, Ph. 26251960

qefeede
Bhagawan Cars
Chennai-53, Ph. 26243455/56
Soefeede
Balalji Motors
Chennai-50, Ph. 26247077
Qoedeede

Padmavati Motors
Jafar Khan Peth, Chennai, Ph. 24854526
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Narendra Hirawat & Co.
Flat No. 1, Building No. 2, Navjeevan Society,
Senapati Bapat Marg, Matunga (West), MUMBAI-400 016
Trin-Trin
Matunga Office - 022-24370713, 24380713, 66669707
Opera House Office : 022-23669818
32 Mobile . 09821040899 &
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PALACE

(6ovt. Authorised Jewellers) (916. KDM)
22 Ct. Gold ! 24 Ct. Trust !

No. 4 Car Street, Poonamallee, Chennai-600 056
Ph. 044-26272609, 55666555, 26272906, 55689588

I
P MANGILAL HARISH KUMAR KAVAD

NO. 5, Car Street,
Poonamallee, Chennai-600 056

% Ph. 26272906, 55689588 : &
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oJUID 3 cro1 Afdr “Gajendra Nidhi Acharya Hasti
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(Donations to Gajendra Nidhi are Exempt u/s 80G of
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Ashok Kavad

PRITHVI EXCHANGE

33, Montieth Road, Egmore, CHENNAI{-600008

% Tele Fax 044-43434249. 09381041097 }G%
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With best compliments from :

SOHANLAL UMEDRAJ] SURENDER HUNDIWAL

S.UMEDRAJ JAIN (HUNDIWAL)

-#- 098407 18382
h 2027 'H' BLOCK 4th STREET,12TH MAIN ROAD,

ANNA NAGAR, CHENNAI-600040
€044-32550532

iman’ Bl BRANCHES

APPOLO BRIGHT STEELS PVT LTD.
S.P.59, 3 rd MAINROAD
AMBATTUR ESTATE CHENNAI-600058
¢ 044-26258734, 9840716053, 98407 16056
FAX: 044-26257269
E-MAIL: appolobright@yahoo.com

APPOLO CORRUGATORS PVT LTD.
"NO.400 NORTH PHASE, SIDCO INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
AMBATTUR CHENNAI-60098
¢ FAX: 044-26253903, 9840716054

E-MAIL:appolocorrugators@yahoo.com

SAPNA PACKAGING INDUSTRIES
NO.410 NORTH PHASE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
AMBATTUR, CHENNAI-600098
€ 044-26241041

PENINSULAR PACKAGINGS
NO.25 SIDCO INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
AMBATTUR CHENNAI-600098
¢ 044-26250564




R, U, T, A, 3653/57
T GsEw w@& 4 RJ/JPC/M-07/2009-11
qf: 66 x 3P : 11 x T : 10%.

10 F9R, 2009 * Arfefief 2066

KALPATARU
w ~/ }

Old Mumhal - Pune hig}xway, Panvel

101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opp. Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (East),
Mumbai - 400 055. @ Tel.: 3064 3065, 98339 45470 e Fax: 3064 3131
Website: www.kalpataru.com
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