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Editorial

Gujarat Research Society of Bombay started to publish its
research Journal from 1939. In the beginning it was published quarterly
and every quarterly issue dealth with different topics like Health,
Education, History-Culture and social Sciences. Till 1985 it was
regularly brought out every three months. After 1985 the publication
was suspended for the time being. It was again in 2007 Ahmedabad
branch of Gujarat Research Society restarted the Journal. It is at present
brought out twice in a year and at present it covers various topics
related to the field of History, Culture, Archaeology, art, Literature,
Social Science etc.

We have a great pleasure to publish this issue of Jan. - Dec.,
2015 (Vol. LX, Nos. 1-4) and we are sure that the readers will be
pleased to read various topics included in this issue. Any suggestions

are welcome by the Editors.

Bharati Shelat
Krishnakant Kadakia
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Readers are requested to send their views regarding the
Journal. They are also requested to send their annual subscription in
time, which is Rs. 100 for one year. Cheques to be drawn in favour
of Gujarat Research Soceity, Ahmedabad. Donations for Journal
activity are also welcome. Add 20 Rs. more to your subscription
cheques if it is from outside Ahmedabad bank. Advertisements are
also welcome. Rates for advertisement are printed elsewhere in the
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Editorial

The Cross-chain Ornament in Safichi
Bas-Reliefs and its Identification

~Phallic Worship in Prehistoric Saurashtra

/F,eminine Principles and Prosperity as Symbols
of the Lotus Motif in Indian Art
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The Cross-chain Ornament in Safchi

Bas-Reliefs and its Identification
.

Prof. A. L. Srivastava*

A very peculiar ornament being worn by both men and women in the panels
of the Safichi bas-reliefs was composed of two chains arranged in a way that forms a
cross below the breasts. Over the cross there was attached a flowery medallion. Similar
medallions were also attached to the chains on both the shoulders and hips. The orna-
ment also formed a corresponding cross at the back with a medallion over it which is
quite evident from the scene of the Mara’s army represented on the middle architrave
of the Northern Gateway (pl. 1.6).! At least three varieties of the ornament are quite
noticeable ~ the first composed of gold chains (pl. 1.4), the second of pearl strings (pl.
1.1-2) and the third of straps studded with a row of pearls or small germ (pl. 1.5-6).

At Safichi this ornament is seen on the figures of the Salabhanjikas standing on
the lower architrave (pl. 1.1),> demons of the Mara’s army gathered for temptation of
the Buddha at the rear of the middle architrave (pl.1.6)* and the ladies in pairs holding
swords in a design on the outer face of a pillar* of the Northern Gateway. One of the
kicakas or kumbhandas on the small Gateway and Western Gateway capitals (pl. 1.5)
and another within a design of Tree of Life on the lower architrave of the Southern
Gateway,’ a queen in a jala-krida scene,’ a lady with a harp in her lap enjoying picnic
with her spouse’ and the female dancers on the Western,® Eastern® (pl. 1.3) and Small
Gateways'® (pl. 1.4) also wear it.

This cross-chain ornament has a long tradition. Its representation is found in
stone sculptures and reliefs, bronzes, ivories and terracottas. The fashion of wearing
this ornament goes back to very ancient times. It is evident from terracotta statuettes
from Sari Dheri in the north-west region. One of them is in the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston.!! Here, it is without medallions on the hips (pl. 2.1). Another terracotta figure
from Sari Dheri, now in the Victoria and Albert Museum, is profusely decorated with
ornaments and flowers. The cross-chain ornament on this figure is composed of double
chins and double medallions on the hips and shoulders (pl. 2.2)."

A Besnagar Yaksi'® and the Yaksi Chulakoka of Bharhut,' both in the Indian
Museum, Calcutta wear this orament which is quite similar to that of Safichi. A
female terracotta figurine from Kau$ambi assigned to ca. 255-185 B.C.'* also decorates
her body with this ornamental band. The lady of a donor couple sculptured on the left
of the caitya facade at Karli also wears it.'® A queen sitting with the king and two of
her maid servants are seen wearing this cross-chain ornament in a panel from the

*  Former Associate Professor in ALH & Arch. C.M.P., Allahabad University
Res : 1-B, Street 24, Sector 9, BHILAI- 490 009, Chhattisgarh.
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Amaravati sculpture.'” An ivory female figurine of Begram (Afghanistan), the old city
of Kapisa is also illustrated with this cross-band.'® Here it consists of only one medal-
lion at the cross in front, presumably having the corresponding one at the back (pl. 2.3).
The figurine, having Hellenistic appearance, has differently been dated by scholars
between ca. Ist. century A.D." and 2nd-3rd century A.D.*

Examples of this ornament are found on the figures of the Mara, the Nagaraja
Apalala and the two dwarfs in the Iksuvaku art of Nagarjunakonda.” A fragment of
sculpture frorh Nagarjunakonda showing the Mother Goddess Lajjagauri in sitting pose
also represents the ornament made of chains and the medallions in the shape of
nandipadas® (pl. 3.1).

Another example of a cross-chain ornament is found on a terracotta panel of
the Gupta period (5th century A.D.) from Ahichatra, now in the National Museum New
Delhi. The male rider sitting on the back of a centauress (kimpurusa) wears this
ornament composed of a single central medallion and double chains (pl. 2.4).” Similar
ornament is seen on one of the ganas of Siva devastating the yajfia of Daksa in another
terracotta panel from Ahichatra of the same period in the same museum.* This cross-
chain ornament is also noticed on the figures of Rama and Laksmana in the stone
panels from Deogarh? and Shringverapur,? both belonging to the 5th century A.D.

A 7" century stone panel from Temple no. 2 of Nalanda represents Rama and
Sita sitting beneath a tree. Here, Rama wears the cross-bands with a central medal-
lion.?” A Paharpur terracotta plaque provides another example of this ornament on the
body of a man who is said to be a dancer or a warrior without a weapon. The plaque
was found from the excavation conducted during 1926-34 from the level belonging to
the period from ca. 770 to 815 A.D.2

The fashion of this ornament further went on, and it is seen on many male? and
female®® figures of the south as late as the 9th century A.D. Now the ornament con-
sisted of only one medallion, round or quadrangular in shape, at the cross below the
breasts (pl.3.2, 3).

A stone sculpture of Camunda Durgd”, a tamasika form of Devi as
Mahisasuramardini belonging to the 12th-13th century A.D., now in the Museum of
- Fine Arts Boston, wears this cross-bands.’!

The cross-chain ornament is also seen on the figures of Cambodia, Nepal and
Sri-Lanka. A bronze statue of Hanumana in the guise of a warrior from Phnom Penh,
Cambodia belonging to the 12th century A.D.*? and a stone figure of the same deity
from Bhaktapur, Nepal belonging to the 18th century A.D.* have cross-bands on their
person. The four-armed Suniyam yaka from the wall paintings of the Sankhapala
vihara in Sri-Lanka belonging to the 18th century A.D. is also seen with the cross-chest
bands (pl. 4.4).3* This shows that the fashion of wearing this cross-chain ornament was
present in Indian society from the very ancient times to the 18th century A.D. But it
was comparatively more popular among both men and women of the Sunga-Satavahana

2] (o Aeluq Hsug AR @ -y rudl-BAwr, 014



periods.

The ancient nomenclature of this ornament is not known for certain.
Sivaramamurti identifies it with vaikaksyaka, when made of gold it was called hema-
vaikaksyaka.® But Rao calls it channavira.’” Channavira, according to him, is an orna-
ment which may be rightly called a double yajfiopavita®® On the basis of a verse quoted
by him without its reference, he says, “In this (ornament) two yajfiopavitas, thrown one
on each shoulder, pass through the middle of the chest where they are connected with
the urahsatra or the chest-bands, from which they turn to the back and hence to the

“shoulders” %

To Sivaramamurti channavira was a warrior’s cross-bands on the chest* as is
seen on the figures of Rama and Laksmana represented in a panel on the Gupta temple
at Deogarh (ca. 5" century A.D.) in a scene depicting the disfiguring of Sﬁrpanakhé by
Laksmana (pl.4.2).*' In other scenes also Rima and Laksmana both have been shown
equipped with this cross-bands (pl. 4.3-4).> A contemporary panel from Shringverpur
showing Rama and Laksmana with monkey kings also represents this cross-bands on
the body of Rama and Laksmana.®

But, identifying the cross-chain ornament of a Srivatsa sculpture from
Kaveripakkam, now in the Madras Govt. Museum, assignable to ca. 9th century A.D.
(pl. 4.5), Sivaramamurti says. “The channavira as the name itself suggests has a mili-
tary origin and in early sculptures it is worn by warriors......... This later came to be
treated in a more delicate fashion and has become a mere ornament for women and
children and is thus to be seen worn by Devis and Balakrsna”.*

Now Sivaramamurti’s identification of this ornament with channavira is alright
if we accept its meaning as an ornament as shown by Rao. But Sivaramamurti’s
interpretation of this term as a warrior’s cross-band and its evolution as an ornament
from that band do not appear to be convincing. This is probably because he considers
the evidence of only, Gupta and post-Gupta periods, particularly from south India and
appears to have not taken into account the representations of the ornament in the pre-
Gupta arts; and only therefore, he believes in its military origin. But, since its popular
use by ladies .as an ornament is found as early as the Surga-Satavahana age as shown
above, it cannot be accepted as a later development of its previous form of a military
equipment. Its presence as an ornament in the pre-Gupta period invalidates the thesis
of its origin as warrior’s cross-band in the so called early sculptures (belonging to the
Gupta period).

Actually, the cross-chain ornament was quite different from the warrior’s cross-
band. While the former was composed of gold chains with attractive flowery medal-
lions and used for personal decoration, the latter was made of metallic or leather bands
devoid of any decorations and served the purpose of armour or fastening band of the
quiver at the back. Moreover, whereas the cross-chain ornament was composed of two
chains, the warrior’s band was made of three or more. It is quite evident from the chest-
bands of Rama and Laksmana in different panels from Deogarh and Shringverapur.

The Cross-chain Ornament in Saiichi Bas-Reliefs and its Identification ] [3



Besides the two cross-band there is an additional one which is attached horizontally at
the cross, apparently in order to make the fastening of the quiver possible. It is quite
obvious that while in exile Riama and Laksmana could not have worn an ornament.
Hence, it is nothing but the fastening band of a quiver. Another example of a similar
Chest crossband may be cited from a panel on a pillar of the West Gateway of the
Great Stupa at Safichi. In this scenc of the Sama Jataka, the king of Varanasi is
represented as an archer. He is seen equipped with this cross-band of many straps (pl.
5.1)%, Thus, it is very clear that the cross-chain ornament and the warrior’s cross-band
were the two different articles.

As for the question of the interpretation of the two terms, channavira and
vaikaksyaka, is concerned we have already seen that the derivation of one from the
other is not possible. There is, on the other hand, some indication of their simultaneous
prevalence. Its identification is, therefore, to be sought in the context of their respective
appearance. We think, whenever a cross-band appears in a heroic context it may be
taken to be a channavira but when exhibited in a decorative perspective with the
express purpose of improving the personal looks, it can be nothing else than a
vaikaksyaka. The cross chain representations in the Safichi bas-reliefs, therefore, were
the ornaments for personal decoration and hence they may safely be identified with a
vaikaksyaka, hema-vaikaksyaka or mukta-vaikaksyaka.*

*[It is a revised and enlarged version of the paper presented to the Bombay Session
of the Indian History Congress in Dec. 1980].
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Phallic Worship in Pre historic Saurashtra

2
Prof. Dr. Kishorchandra B. Pathak*

Some sacred objects, seals and some in a typical shape, relating to phallic
worship flourishing in some groups of the Asura — non Aryan people of the pre historic
Saurashtra of nearly 2500-2000 BC, have been found from the different sites of mod-
ern Junagadh, Rajkot and Amreli districts. These objects throw a fresh light upon the
religious life of the pre historic Saurashtra of 2500-2000 BC. The research of these
objects helps to reconstruct the history of Gujarat and India in general and Saurashtra
in particular, for several historical aspects.

It is worth noting that no objects relating to phallic worship have been reported
so far, either from Lothal, the developed centre of Indus Valley Civilization in Gujarat
or from Rangpur, Rojhadi etc, Indus Valley sites in Saurashtra. Such objects, however,
very few in number have been reported from Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, Indus Valley
sites, nowadays in Pakistan'. The objects of the same motif are also found from Ur,
Kish of Mesopotamia (Modern Egypt) and from Failaka Island of the Gulf. . It is
interesting to note that the sacred objects found from Saurashtra are akin to those
objects reported from Mohenjo Daro and Harappa, and those reported from Ur, Kish
of Mesopotamia, and of the Gulf region. But it is surprising that there is no affinity of
the objects found from Saurashtra to the objects reported from Lothal. As far as Indus
Valley civilization is concerned, this point is discussed in brief by Asko Parpola in his
book Deciphering the Indus Script and he suggests possibility of phallic worship of
Indus Valley people.? Still there is a controversy among the scholars about phallic cult
of Indus Valley people. Some scholars accept its possibility while some deny it. Ac-
cording to Basham, phallic worship was an important element of Harappan religion.?
Marshall has reported an unidentified photograph of a realistic phallic object.* A.
Parpola thinks that Marshall’s and Mackay’s hypotheses of Harappan worship of Linga
and Yoni rested on rather slender ground. According to George Dales, there is no
archaeological evidence to support claims of special sexuality oriented aspects of
Harappan religion.’ According to Sankarananda Swami, Marshall’s arguments support-
ing the existence of phallic cult in the Bronze Age Culture of Indus arc unvalid.
According to him, many of the objects, on which the presumption of this cult was
based, were imported from out side and cones and rings had nothing to do with phallic
worship.® Parpola, however accepts the possibility of the existence of phallic cult in
Harappan people of Indus Valley. He concludes that some pieces of evidence for
Harappan sexual cult appear undeniable.” A. K. Sur opines that phallic worship of non
Aryan origin dates from Neolithic times. According to him, Linga Cult was a flourish-
ing cult in Indus Valley.® The objects of our discussion, therefore, bear good impor-
tance.

* Retd. Professor of Sanskrit , Amreli Arts College, Amreli.
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It is very clear to note that these objects are not toys. They are, no doubt the
objects of some ritualistic purpose, relating to phallic cult existent in some non Aryan
people living in Saurastra of 2500-2000 BC, the Rgvedic-Harappan period’. These
people are frequently condemned by the seers of the Rgveda and mentioned as Si$nadevas
in Rg. 7-21-5."°

It is somewhat surprising that , from the pre historic sites of Saurashtra, seals
and tablets having the motifs of Unicorn (Eka$rga)and the deity in a buffalo head
dress, very common motifs of Indus Valley are not known so far. Seals with a picto-
graphic depiction or with Harappan characters are known from these sites. 1t can now
be fairly said that some non Aryan people believing in phallic worship lived in pre
historic Saurashtra too. We will now discuss these interesting objects in brief with their
photographs. The objects are made of silver or copper alloy and in a different shape.
Some objects seem only for ritualistic purpose while some are seals as well. Firstly we
deal with the objects of worship.

Sacred Objects of Worship

1. Phallic type object
The description is as under:
M. Copper.

S. 1. 2 (bottom)Roundish x 1.4 (width) x 2. 1 (height) cms.

W. 11.700 gms

F. Junagadh district.

This phallus type object bears a pictographic depiction around and on the
bottom. On one of its sides couple of a male and a female standing in copulation: a
woman bends forward in front of a standing ithyphallic man is clearly depicted. On the
other sides erotic human figures, a fertility charm etc are depicted. No doubt it is
neither a toy nor a seal. It may be used for some ritualistic purpose putting it on a stand,
the Yoni'' Similar motif has been discussed by A. Parpola. He discusses this motif by
three objects: one of them from Mohenjo Daro, a moulded tablet (M. 489 B) fig. 12.9(p.
219), two, a seal from Ur (Mesopotamia) fig. 12.10 (p. 219) and three, also a seal from
Failaka Island (the Gulf region) fig. 12.1 1 (p. 219)." Here the fig. 12.10 suggests a
special sexual rite of Harappan people.
2A-2B Seated Human Couple in Copulation

The description is as under :

M. Copper alloy.

S. 3.2 (Dia.m.) cms. Roundish.

W. 37.750 gms.

F. Junagadh district.

It is a tablet in a roundish shape. On its obverse a seated male and female, a
couple in copulation is depicted. On the reverse there is a depiction of a bull mating
with a cow. Similar motif has been briefly discussed by A. Parpola. The seal comes

10] [oprRud, dallut Hang A : m%gwil-l?&wé, 01y



from Mesopotamia. ‘
(bought from Baghadad)®

3. Seated Human Couple in Copulation
The description is as under :
M. White stone.
S. 6.00 x 6. 5 (Dia.m.) cms. Roundish.
W. 75.800 gms.
F. Junagadh district(Coastal region).

This roundish object made of white stone is an object of worship. On its
obverse a seated human couple in copulation is depicted with some erotic human
figures. The reverse is blank. The object while in use seems broken into two pieces and
cemented. The cementing material has been turned into a stone on the back side by
natural chemical process. It is apparent that it is neither a seal nor a toy.

4. Couple of Male and Female in Copulation

The description is as under :

M. Terracotta.

S. 2, 3 (width) x 6.5(height) cms.

W. 42.00 gms.

F. The Bhadar River bed, Rojdi ( District, Rajkot).

A human couple in a creeper like embrace standing face to face in copulétion.
5A-5B The Erect Phallus (Linga) type Sacred Object.

Tha object is in a realistic appearance. The description is as under :
M. Terracotta.

S. 2.5 x 6.5 cms.

W. 19.900 gms.

F. The Bhadar River bed, Rojdi, District Rajkot,

Now we will discuiss the Seals and Sealings cum Sacred Objects from these
sites.

The Seals and Sealings cum Sacred Objects :
6A-6B A Couple of Male and Female in Copulation

The description is as under :

M. Terracotta.

S. 5.5 x 5.5 cms (Round)

W. 50.400 gms. .

F. The Ojat River bed, Vanthali. (District-Junagadh).

The Seal cum Sacred object bears a couple of Male and Female standing face
to face in a creeper like embrace in frontal standing copulation on the obverse and the
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Peacock, the sacred bird of the Harappan people, seated facing left, the Harappan script
around(Negative).
7A-7B. Erect Phallus type Seal

The description is as under :

M. Copper.

S. 1.7 x 1.8 (bottom : seal) x 1.5 x 2.7(height) cms.

W. 21.600 gms.

F. Junagadh district.

This unique seal in a shape of erect phallus (Urdhva Liriga) is in a very realistic
appearance. On its bottom (seal) a bird most probably a peacock, the sacred bird of
Harrapan people' facing left (negative) has been engraved.
8A-8B. The Yoni type Seal cum Sacred Object.

The description is as under :

M. Copper.

S. 1.9 x 2.4 ( Yoni-Round) x 2.00 x 2.00 (Bottom: Seal) x 1.8 (Height) cms.

W. 34. 400 gms.

F. Junagadh.

The seal on the top center has hole for the Linga to be inserted and at the '
bottom (Seal) bears a couple in the kissing posture and the Harappan Script over it.
9A-9B, 9C-9D, 9E. Sivalifiga-Yoni type Seal

The description is as under :

M. Copper.

S. 2.9 (Diam. ) Yoni (Roundish) x 1.55 (bottom : seal) x 1.35 (height) cms.

W. 28. 600 gms.

F. Junagadh district,

This important seal made of copper bears a form of Sivaliriga and Yoni, now
a days also worshiped by the Hindu worshipers. On the top of Linga, the deity most
probably Pasupati Siva has been engraved (negative) and on the surface of Yoni there
is a pictographic depiction. So as it is seen on the reverse side. On the bottom (seal)
a bird a dove or a peacock facing left (negative) has been engraved. This object is
clearly a seal and the object of worship as well. It throws a welcome light upon the
worship of Siva PaSupati or phallic cult current in olden Saurashtra of Rgvedic Harappan
period.
10A-10B-10C. Animal faced Sivalinga type Seal

The description is as under :

M. Silver.

S. 2.8 (Dia.m.). Yoni x 2.4 (Dia.m.) bottom-Seal x 2.00 (height) cms.

W. 36.400 gms.
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~ F. The Thebi River bed, Amreli.

This interesting seal made of silver is no doubt the object of worship. On its
top an animal faced Lifiga probably goat faced, a form of Rudra or Agni bears some
inscription on its top. The circular area (face) of Yoni has a pictographic depiction. The
narrow middle part of the object bears a seal impression on two places in Harappan
characters and a pictographic depiction around till the edge of the bottom. On its
bottom (seal) a seated human couple probably in erotic posture has been engraved with
some minute figures and Harappan legend (Negative).

We now conclude that phallic cult and Sivalinga worship were flourishing
among some groups of non Aryan people of pre historic Saurashtra. We humbly put
this whole matter into the able hands of scholars concerned for further research and
invite the constructive comments on this matter.
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Feminine principles and Prosperity as Symbols
of the Lotus Motif in Indian Art

L 4
Shekhar Chatterjee*

Representation of Visual Culture provides aesthetic pleasure and various other
kinds of enjoyment. Pleasure and value are closely related because high artistic
values are generally assigned to those artifacts that provide us with enduring
gratification, that is, a succession of pleasurable experiences. They may be so complex
and demanding that we have to invest considerable time and mental effort before any
pleasure is gained.

The process of visual culture involves many
levels of intellectual integration. It comes under the
course of creation even though many artists complain
that creation is hard work or even agony. Mythology
and Art are inseparable. Mythology narrates the stories
of the subjects and Art follows the right dimension of
presentation and representation. Here the elements of
Art play a major role to find out the correct form of
the subject from the nature. The stories of the Myth
create emotions; perhaps emotions also need a virtual
reality references to increase their range and subtlety
for future use. Art, in short, may be nature’s own
virtual reality. Human excel at visual imagery. Our
brain evolved this ability to create an internal mental
picture or model of the world. The use of metaphor in language as well as in visual
art is well known. Indian temple structure is full of sculptures like the celestial
nymph, ripe mangoes, lotus, Kalpavriksa (Tree of Life) the wish-fulfilling tree, are
a metaphor of the creative process, feminine principles, fertility and fecundity of
nature. So there are multiple layers of metaphor and meaning in the sculpture, and
the result is incredibly beautiful.

Although it grows in the mud, neither it is unstained nor untainted by the
grossness, nor its leaf or flower wetted by the water which is essential for its existence.
A truly wise man, similarly living in this world is unattached and unaffected by it.
It symbolizes rebirth, reincarnation and a metaphor for purity. Lotus stands for self-
creating and self-generating power. Born of aquatic origins lotus refers to the powers
of the transformation of the primordial waters. Such self-generating power is
demonstrated in the act of bargaining with sunrise and fading at sunset.

* Visiting Faculty, Indian Institute of Information Technology, Design & Manufacturing-Jabalpur
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The Garbhopanisad calls ovary a lotus.Lotus is the material
aspect of evolution; petals are its consecutive forms (Agni
purana, XLIX). Lotus which rises from the waters represents
the three principles of creation, the creative breath, the
primeval waters, and the principle of life. Water, the element
in which the lotus rests, is a primeval element, obscure,
chaotic and with no shape. Satapatha Brahmana explains
that lotus means the waters and earth, is a leaf thereof which
lies spread on the waters. Waters produce and preserve all
creation even the earth, mountains, clouds etc. Water is the
foundation of the universe (Satapatha Brahmana VI, 7, 1,
17), the world is based upon the water. It is the primordial
element into which the celestial element penetrates in order
to beget the germ of life Hiranyagarbha (Rgveda. X,82). This Hiranyagarbha or the
golden germ gave rise to the cosmic tree the trunk of which is the axis of the
~ universe. Lotus which resembles the waters in its capacity to generate, to create and
sustain in its multiform aspects, and seats the creator as it were, it is equally entitled
to the aquaous qualities.

The lotus-goddess is venerated on the rock carvings at Bharhut, Sanchi,
Udayagiri and other locales. Buddha idols Rajgir, Kanheri, Gordhas, Burma, Nepal,
China and Tibet show Buddha seated on a lotus. Padmapani or ‘lotus-in-hand’ is a
famous Bodhisattva in the Buddhist pantheon. Lotus is venerated in Indian literature
too as a synonym of excellence, form, shape, colour and delicate perfection. To
describe feminine charms as well as face, arms, hands, eyes, feet etc. Indian poets
readily turned to lotus for inspiration. The lotus is a beautifying element and an
ingredient in beautification. As an ornament it can be worn on the head, on the neck,
on the chest as a garland and also on the arms.

Among the elements of popular flora, which has caught the imagination of
India, from days of yore, is the lotus. It is a flower that predominates in the whole
of Asia, and more so in India. It is closely associated with aesthetic manifestation of
human form, decorative floral motif and since religion and mysticism stand uppermost
in the mind of an Indian, in symbolism. Lotus had divine birth and has descended
on earth according to mythology. The lotus-goddess is the moving force, ‘Sakt’
which converts the slumbering potential power into actualization and transcends all
mortal laws of causality. It is verily an instrument of divine dispensation.Growing in
water brings increased potency to the lotus. It symbolizes creative power, fertility and
abundance, a trait that associates on account of its association with the primeval sea
which bore the goddess of wealth and the lotus flower. The lotus has come to
symbolize all elements of prosperity and wisdom of the goddess of learning.

Lotus is representative of waters as piirnaghata. Pimaghata brimming with
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water and lotus creepers in temples and other gateways
are purifying elements like water. The parnakumbha
which has water as sweet as honey truly represents of’
“Sri’ herself (Laksmi). References to early literaturc
show descriptions of Laksmi as born out of lotus and
scated thercon. Laksmi posscssed the colour of the
lotus and bears close association with the waters
wherein the lotus flower grows. The water is symbolic
of nourishing the cradle of life and universal
motherhood. Laksmi being a metaphorical expression
of the lotus stands at the apex of all vegetation, which
is fruition and abundance. Normally, as in Sanchi,
Bharhut and Mathura she appears on a brimming vase
of water, the ptirna-ghata, which is exuding as it werce
the waters of life, reminding one of the Vedic
descriptions of her: She is river goddess personified;
she 1s essentially Aditi, Prakriti, Maya, Apsaras, Urvasi
and the maternal personification of the possibilities of
existence. Lotus represents the fruit bearing and
sustaining quality. The tree principle is the element
of continuity between the Vedic and post-Vedic
conceptualization of generation.

Lotus motifs in Ancient Indian temples (monuments)

The temple sculpture abounds in lotus motifs, in creepers, plant or flower
form. Lotus appears continuously over five thousand ycars in Indian art and culture.
Every deity in India is resting on the lotus flower. The idea behind such representation
seems to be that the whole world is a lotus. The inverted lotus base indicates that
the lotus supports the universe where gods dwell.

The ornate and intricate ornamentation on the doors, walls, facades and the
arches of temples are veritable pictorial representation of mythology as much as of
religion. Revelation, scholasticism of the philosophers, popular beliefs, ascetic
experiences, yogic practices and intuition all interacted with one another to produce
a pictorial exposition which is luxuriant display of art intellect, at the same time
intertwining in this the popular legends and profound metaphysics. For these reasons,
Indian Art is at once a combination of sensuous appeal, sheer magnificence, delight,
popular imagination and intellect. Also architecturc is not a spiritual phenomenon,
but rather a model to be sought for a concretization of form which would invoke
clear and vivid images. Here one example is taken to understand the depicted sculpture
which manifests the sense of visualization from all angels.

One who stands or sits on the lotus or has a lotus pedestal is divinity itself.
Since Gods do not have terrestrial births, their birth is on the lotus. Lotus birth and
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lotus seat tius indicate divunty and some super mundaneness. Lotus standing at the
peak of the vegetable world is a form of the tree of knowledge, its roots a form of
Brahma, its supporting trunk Vishnu, and its top Siva - the trinity who create, sustain
and destroy the universe. Lotus symbolizes large heartedness. Of all the seasons it
blooms.

The lotus motif in sculpture gives enormous diversity of form and symbolism.
The petals, filament, seed vessel, colour, fragrance and bloom give unlimited forms.
The petal itself is amenable to endless forms of artistic imagery and structural
formation. The lotus medallions at Amravati and other places exude sheer grace,
variety and imagination. Few variations attract the attention of interesting motifs
commonly used in Indian monuments.

Lotus ceilings are fairly common in temples. The variety of lotus ceilings at
Dilwara, Mount Abu is mind baffling with its ornate, elaborate and stvlized carving.
In the Ajanta paintings, lotus motif has been used in all possible ways along the
whole length of the panels and adds beauty to the total scene.

Lotus can be classed into three categories according to the colour as red,
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blue and white. The petals of the red lotus are circular, that of, the blue lotus angular,
and the white lotus is also angular-petal. The red lotus is often shown in full bloom.
The central portion of the flower is also shown full of seeds. The blue lotus is shown
either as all the petals in erect and upright posture and the outer line in loose and
hanging posture towards the cxterior. The inner part cupping and the seed containing
the central part is made invisible.

A FORM of sensual delight

Lotus is also an object giving sensual delight. The sweet fragrance is entrancing,
the form of lotus is pleasing to the eye, and its sweet and pervasive freshness is
captivating. Lotus is used in symbolic and suggestive sense in literature and the arts.
It is ominous when bedecked, nourishing when eaten, energizing as a medicine and
a symbol of sheer beauty. Lotus relieves the pangs of separation from the beloved
as no medicine can. It dilutes the wrath of demons and is a cover for the gifts
presented to the dead.

Kumud is a synonym for the lotus and means pleasure giving as a synonym.
As a synonym for sheer beauty and sensual delight, lotus is personified in the nude
goddess who is the headless and whose head is replaced by and transformed into a
lotus flower. Her two hands are holding two lotuses. The lotus seems to signify that
by itself the flame of love is short and the burden of separation is unbearable as the
lotus cannot survive long outside the waters.

In the Kamasttra, Padmini has been defined as one
who will have the following characteristics: face pleasing as
the full moon, delicate body with flesh, soft as the mustard
flower, skin tender and fair as the yellow lotus, eyes bright
and beautiful as the orbs of fawn, well cut with reddish
comers. Her bosom is hard, full and high; she has a good
neck, her nose is straight and lovely and three folds or wrinkles
cross her middle about the umbilical region. Her yoni
resembles the opening lotus bud and her kama-salila or love
seed i1s perfumed like the lily that has never burst. She walks
with a swan like gait and her voice is low and musical. She
eats little, sleeps lightly as respectful and religious as she is
clever and anxious to worship the gods and to enjoy the
conversation of Brahmanas.

Rgveda has more than one occasion used the word
which may be taken to mean ‘Sri’ as ‘glory’ and ‘beauty’
which are attributes of Lakshmi. The Atharvaveda calls lotus
a heart in symbolic significance. The Popular legend has it
that Brahma; the creative clement of the Trinity was born
from the lotus-navel of Visnu. Padmanabha (lotus-navel) is a
popular incarnation of Visnu.
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Cross section of Lotus

!

Indian mythology views geography, natural science and metaphysics from the
same vision of imagination. The minute observation of lotus from inside and outside
had done by the great thinkers of Indian culture. The internal structure of lotus is
compared with the womb of the Universe which blooms at the Manasarovara Lake,
the heart of the Himalayas wherefrom the Ganges, the Brahmaputra and the Indus all
originate. The hill ranges of the Himalaya are also imagined as lotus petals. Floral
structure of lotus was influenced the cultural thinker and they have realised that all
organs arise sequentially in more or less in spiral phyllotaxis. Spiral phyllotaxis is
often described in terms of fractions (e.g. 1/3, 2/5, 3/8, 5/13, etc.) that are made up
of numbers in the Fibonacci series. The botanical name of the Indian lotus is
NelumboNucifera, which has the planar model of floral phyllotaxis.

The physiological structure of Lotus is very suitable to show the life force of
Human life. This is the reason that Lotus is primarily a symbol of creation and a
surrogate for the divine power with which to promote godly design. Wherever we find
the concern of life there Lotus is closely associated with the idea of the creative
process, fertility and the female principle of nature.

Plain Drawing Movement of petals Growth of petals

The creative potential came to be ascribed to lotus which was the creating
instrument as well as the flower of creation. Lotus represents the symmetry in
composition. In nature symmetry grabs our attention that’s why the artist or architect
exploited Lotus to good use. The psychologists have found that the most symmetrical
faces are generally judged to be the most attractive.
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Conclusion

Indian ancient mythology ascribes to cosmic waters, wherein lotus grows, the
productive or creative power of the primal incubating on the waters of the primeval
pre-existence by the Lord symbolizing the creative harmony of which lotus is the
flower and creation. Indian thought of Lotus as a metaphor of the Universe itself,
which represents the growth and energy of the Cosmos. The artists depict this sensation
through the skilful use of many devices. We appreciate art as gourmet food for the
visual centres in the brain. Even through the rules that artists exploit originally
evolved because of their survival value. To achieve them, the artists must have used
some of the same aesthetic laws used by modern artists, because the human brain
emphasizes visual processing. Aesthetic is equally existing in birds, bees and butterflies
etc., but the word ‘Art’ (with all its cultural connotations) is best applied to humans.
The spread of sophisticated culture is seen only in humans. Complex language, symbols
juggling, abstract thought, metaphor and self-awareness are all certainly unique to
humans. The water cosmology places water in the centre of the creative matter
and activity. Water as the source of all life and creation is no new idea in Indian
thought. Water is doubtless the first element to come into being and early Hindu
mythology associated Yaksa with waters and the treasures that lay hidden deep
in the water.. All treasures are in a sense embedded in the oceans which also hold
life in lotus, conch, tortoise, makara, fish and the yaksa. Yaksa carrying a platter
of food and a pitcher of water can be seen at Mathura and Amaravati. Yaksa is
a guardian of wealth as well. Lotus scrolls at Bharhut and Amaravati show lotus
rising from yaksa’s navel.

In Upanishad the self-consciousness is compared to the drop of water that
rests on the lotus leaf but does not cling to it.The transcendence of mind and
wisdom over matter could not be better illustrated than by the lotus. The muddy
water of ignorance, fortune, avarice, greed, passion, and samsara keep the man
grounded to the worldly sordidness. A wise man is ‘padma patramivambhasa’,
like the lotus leaf untouched by water. His soul flower rises above in the firmament
of knowledge to higher and purer peaks. All the apsara figures are standing on
lotus, while they are untouched, while his body may belong to the earth for its
existence but they are all detached from the mortal matters of earth. The lotus is
a pedagogic metaphor with meanings which remain un-grasped by the uninitiated
by the enlightenment as the lotus blooms in response to the sun. Similarly the
liberated souls or the enlightened men do not stand on this earth, but on the lotus
which is enlightenment, wisdom itself. Water being the purifier, upholds the
lotus, and one who stands on lotus must surely be pure, like the eternal law.
Liberation is reaching from the muddy roots to the lotus flower.
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“I observed, therefore, that I always supposed that hindoos called the God and
Father of all, not Krishna but Brihm, and I wished, therefore, to know wheather his
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alsgal : Geuln, geuld wiA [enaru ] [11u



religions worships a Supreme Being, who is the sole god of the universe, the
maker of all things, omniscient and all-powerful. God is also good. In ancient
Israel God was named Yahweh. The God of the Hebrew Bible also became the
God of Christinity but generic words, such as theos in Greek or Deus in Latin,
were often used to refer to him. In Islam the term is Allah. See also Monothe-
ism.

— God and goddess = Generic terms for the many deities of ancient and
modern polytheistic religions. There may be deities of earthly and celestial
phenomena as well as deities related to human values, pastimes and institutions,
including love, marriage, hunting, war and the arts. They may be capable of
being killed but are often immortal and always more powerful than humans,
though they are often described in human terms, with all the flaws, thoughts and
emotions of humans. See also Polytheism.’ '
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A book on Humanitarian Activities

[ Transcendence - My Spiritual Experiences with Pamukh Swamiji. Authors : Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam and Arun Tiwari. Publisher : Harpercollins, Delhi, Pub. Year 2015, Total pages 239.
Price : Rs. 450/-]

Religion and Science

Religion is an embodiment of human-heart, while science is a place for mind.
Both are most important for human lives. According to the Geeta, religion contributes
to wipe out vengeance, violence, encroachment, bigotry and masqueradity from our
society and at the same time provides creativity, co-operativeness and constructive
solutions to the world's dilemmas. Hence, religion is utmost essential for humanlife;
but we should remember that there should be no place for blind faith in religions. We
must know that devotion and faith are not lifeless and spineless energies. As we adhere
both knowledge (i.e. science) and faith (i.e. religion) are two inseperable companions
in the universe. Religion without science is blind and science without religion is lame.
Therefore, religion is but science and science is nothing but Dharma. Religion is
basically a pivotal point for maintaining individual, national and international peace in
socities with the help of science for which spiritual discipline is must and establishment
of interreligion harmony and social justice cannot be overruled.

Dr. Kalam - a versatile person

If one wishes to delve deep into religion, science, spirituality and humanitarian
activities here is a wonderful book penned by none other than our saintly scientist Dr.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam with Arun Tiwari. As we know, Dr. Kalam was a great son of our
country. He was a great patriot and ambassador of Bharatiya Sanskruti. Of course, he
was a passionate advocate of our Sanskrutik identity. Bharatiya Sanskruti was his true
life-force and soul. He was a versatile personality who could guide and inspire people
on issues related to individual life plus societal, political and cultural issues as well.

What any nation needs is men of conviction and great wisdom who can actually
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guide and sculpt young minds with their consistency of thoughts, words and deeds. Dr.
Kalam was this, who effortlessly and tirelessly synthesised issues of inner and outer
worlds.

We bid goodbye to this great soul for eternal peace for which he longed
through his entire life.

About the Book

His book Transcendence-My spiritual experiences with Pramukh Swamiji*-is
a pacific of peace. Here we profoundly find fusion of science and spirituality. This
book in itself is like Akshardhama. It is a kind of book wherein one certainly finds a
sort of unifier approach of all thoughts and faiths. It is a book of divinity and a mirror
of humanity. Not only this, but it covers historio-cultural-spiritual-scientific aspects
and politics, constitutional awareness as well as humanitrain activities all in one. It is
a unique philosophical book which relates divinity with science. Herein one certainly
finds absolutely that resolute Kalam longed for peace and diagnised the intricacies of
human nature. Presentation in this book is very lucid and entire approach is documen-
tary. It gives a smoth reading with a finest word-buildings. This is a book full of
thoughts, dreams, visions, annotations, social services — all spellbounds like transcen-
dentalism.

For this his epilogue is suffice. But the most important aspect of this book is
that it revolves around Pramukh Swamiji. This book does not deviate from its theme
at any point. It successfully brings the message home. The Message is about truth,
spirituality, humanitarianism and peace.

Some quotes

To understand more dearly this aspect let me quote his one paragraph from
page 16. It runs thus : Akshardham Mandir remains a place of peace, inspiration and
harmony. We should be mindful that the temple, the mosque and the church are all part
of our country. They are precious monuments of truth. Let us preserve them for pros-
perity. Because, when you go to a place of worship, you pray for peace and prosperity,
not only for yourself but also for everyone around you. More than places of worship,
temples, mosques and churches are all symbols of trust. Mutual trust alone can help us
restore peace and develop our country. Let us nurture a purity of mind and heart. And
let us never forget the importance of the tenet of peace, which is common to all
religions, and is enshrined in places of worship. Iti.

Let me quote another paragraph from Dr. Kalam's book from page 20 : Learn-
ing is a life-long process and Pramukh Swamiji is indeed the chancellor of the world's
greatest open university, BAPS. Anyone who spends a few moments in his presence
will realize that each human being is unique. All human beings are not supposed to be
the same, feel the same, think the same, and believe the same things. The key to
continued expansion of our universe lies in diversity, not in conformity and coercion.
Iti.
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Both these quotes reflect the crux of the world's dilemmas of the day. What
more one needs for better life and humanitarian activities than pacific of peace, love
and truth.

Dr. Kalam was a evergreen person and with the God's grace obtained the rarest
of qualities from human world.

Who was Dr. Kalam ?

Muslim by birth, brought up under the shadow of spiritual persons, scientist by
training, humanitarian by flesh and blood, religious by heart, writer by temperament,
spiritual by dedication, extraordinary personality by self-reliant, a man of vision and
upholder of moral rules, personal discipline as well as spiritual traditions and loved by
all eminent scientists, thinkers and academicians - all these if we find in one person,
then he is Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam who was blessed by none other than one of the
world's spiritual personality like Pramukh Swamiji Maharaj.

What is in this book ?

The book under review has 4 parts with 32 chapters. Part one deals with
‘Experiencing the presence’ with 8 Chapters where in Dr. Kalam recounted his expe-
rience with spirituality. The second part described this spirituality in action through 8
chapters. This second part is entitled as ‘spirituality in Action’. The third part is named
as ‘Fusion of Science and Spirituality’ having again 8 Chapters wherein Dr. Kalam has
symbolically expressed his oneness with Pramukh Swamiji by exploring the essential
oneness of science and spirituality. The part four is known as ‘Evolution of Creative
Leadship’ through 8 Chapters wherein Dr. Kalam has discussed Creative leadership as
the engine of change. He aptly observes in this concluding part of his book : Creative
leaders are not born. They are the product of particular circumstances and conditions;
they evolve to bring change for the better. Iti. He had enumerated 8 facets of creative
leadership such as, fearlessness, courage, ethical living, non-violence, forgiveness,
compassion, vision and co-operation (page 168). For these 8 facets he has described
the stories of Nachiketa, Abdul Qadir, Abraham Lincoln, Thiruvalluvar, Mahatma
Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, the Dalai Lama, Vikram Sarabhai and Verghese Kurien, who
epitomize these facets. (p. 168) '

Noble quotes from Global Personalities

Another important fact of this book is that the author has adorned every chapter
with noble quote by eminent personalites and emeritus literaties. All these quotes help
us to be wise and take us to the path of pacific peace. All quotes are memorable and
help us to ruminate. Ten coloured plates certainly add to understand the dialogue
between a spiritual person and a saintly scientist where not words but inner souls read
each other without any problem of language barrier, though there were; for Dr. Kalam
was not knowing Gujarati and Pramukh Swamiji does not know English. This is
something spiritual and God's Grace. One more point is to be added here is that the
title of each capter is very indicative and suggestive. Titles help us to know what one
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will get to be wise and humanitarian from their readings. But the author is so humble,
passive and positive by generously saying that : This book is not a course on religion
or spirituality. No fundamental principle described in this book should be interpreted
as being intended to interfere, either directly or indirectly, with any person's religious
beliefs or social habits. All of us - bright atheists and committed religionist - need to
awaken now and hear the earth's call. We need to give and receive as love shows us
how, joining with each pilgrim who quests for the truth, givirig need to the voices of
the suffering, awakening our conscience with justice as our guide, and working towards
a planet transformed by our care. Only justice, faimess, consideration and shared aims
can finally lead human beings to the dawn of eternal peace. The only thing that will
redeem humankind is co-operation. Let us make our planet more liveable. (p. 224-225).

I think let us make Dr. Kalam's vision more absorable and his noble sentences more
thoughtful.

Notion of Truth

One more quote from his book from page 189. It runs thus : The truth is that
there is more than enough good to go around. There are more than enough creative
ideas. There is more than enough power. There is more than enough love. There is
more than enough joy. All of this begins to come through a mind that is aware of its
own infinite nature. There is enough for everyone. If you believe it, if you can see it,
if you act from it - it will show up for you. That is the truth. Iti. Mahatma Gandhiji's
truth notion is aptly put here by Dr. Kalam with all brevity in nutshzll.

Four steps offered

Thus every chapter of this book with each paragraph and every sentence is not
only worth reading, enjoying every thought but chewing them all from inner soul.
What every reader of this book requires is ‘to recognise, connect with and integrate the
eternal spirit within,’ He has for this offered us 4 steps : they are - Search in the right
place, Remove the dust, Open your inner eye and See your destiny waiting for your
effort to be realised. (p. XIII). Therefore as Dr. Kalam says that he has written this
book in four paits for these four ruminating evergreen thoughts. What more we need
than having this precious book on our bookshelf ? This is the importance of this book,
as it is dedicated “to all the righteous people of the world wherever they are’. (p. XIV).
Swaminarayan temples and Akshardhams are abodes of peace and beacons of hope,
according to Dr. Kalam, and are ‘finding freedom from superficial relationship, trivial
communications and constant noise that pervade the modern world in the counsel and
guidance of BAPS saints. May this divine presence increase!” (ibid) where humanitar-
ian activities take place, for ‘temples are literally houses of God’, anc they eleminate
hatred towards people of other faiths and beliefs’ (p. 18). Therefore, Pramukh Swamiji
has aptly said that ‘the wise discipline themselves, the unwise discipline others’. (p. 34)

In the end
The presentation is nice in this book. Truth smiles thoughout the book. Prolific
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approach is here but philosophical. Writing style is interesting with no hypocracy
anywhere. In all it is a documentary history. The author, with the help of Arun Tiwari,
is exceptionally deserving our heartfelt congratulations and applauds. The publisher
Harpercollins is equally required to be congratulated for making this book available to
us. Astu. Dhanvantari Divas, V.S. 2071.

Dr. Rasesh Jamindar

Published by Harper Element Harper Collins, A-75, Sector 57, Noida, U.P. 201301, Price Rs. 450.
Pages 239, First Edition, 2015
* I am really indebeted to Sadhu Mukundcharandasp for gifting me such a wonderful work. 1 am

thankful to hlm
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