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Editorial

We are bringing out the July-December issue of the Journal
ofthe Gujarat Research Society Vol. No. 3-4. It contains Variegated
articles pertaining to history, Cultural, Social Science Indology etc.
We regret the sad demise of previous two Editors Dr. Bharati K.
Shelat and Dr. Krishnakant Kadakia. Who actively participated in
bringing out this Journal from 2007 to 2020. May their Souls rest
in peace we hope this issue will enlighten the readers with the
Various articles.

Dr. Kirti K. Shelat

Dr. Thomas Parmar
Dr. Preetiben Pancholi
(Editors)
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Learning and Education in ancient Gujarat

(Circa 5™ - 8™ cent. A.D.)
R
Late Dr. Bharati Shelat*

The ancient history of Gujarat in Western India highlights three glorious periods
covering more than three centuries each, Viz. the Kshatrapa period (circa 23-400 A.D.),
the Maitraka period (circa 470-788 A.D.) and the Chaulukya or the Solanki period (942-
1304 AD.)

Senapati Bhatarka of the Maitraka family founded a kingdom at Valabhi in Surashtra
in 470 A.D.) This kingdom included Surashtra and Kachchha as well as northern and
central parts of mainland Gujarat - The Maitrak kings ruled over a large part of Gujarat
- Saurashtra for about three centuries. Maitrak as contributed much to the cultural and
intellectual progress of the people.

Learning and education prevalent in Gujarat were extremely high since long.
Learning (Vidya) was divided into two sections : 1. Para Vidya* (Higher) and 2. apara
vidya (lower)*

Girnar Rock inscription (Shaka Samm 72=AD. 150) of Mahakshatrapa Rudradaman
refers to Parana (to receive knowledge from the teacher), dharana (to collect it in the
memory, Vijiiana (Special knowledge received by practice) and Prayoga (practical use of
the knowledge). :

The eulogy of Gurjar king Ahirola contains the reference to the acquisition of
four vidyas (‘chaturvidyadhigamo’) These four Vidyas were Anvikshiki (metaphysics),
trayi (the three vedas), Varta (the occupations of Agriculture etc.) and Dandaniti (polity)
In course of Kautilya Arthshastra time vidyas consisted of four Vedas, six vedargas,
Dharmashastra, purana, tarka or nyaya and Mimansa. Various arts were included in
Vidya. Fine arts like music, dancing, painting and mechanical arts like shilpa were also
developed during this time. conception of fourteen Vidyas, eighteen shilpas and sixty
four or seventy two kalas was developed during this period. The Jain tradition enumerates
seventy two kalas commencing with the art of writing.

Maitraka inscriptions refer to the parsads of Brahmanas, well versed in three
Vidya, i.e. (traiVidya-three vedas) and some were versed in four Vidyas (chaturvidya four

+ Former Director, B. J. Institute, Ahmedabad; Hon. Director, Gujarat Research Society, Ahmedabad

* Mundakopanishad explains apara vidya as consisting of four Vedas, six Vedangas and para Vidya
as by which the Brahma (imperishabel) is cognised. Girnar Rock inscription (Shaka sam 72=A.D. 150)
of Mahakshatrapa Rudradaman refers to Parana (to receive Knowledge from the teacher), dharana (to
collect it in the memory, Vijnana (special knowledge received by practice) and prayoga (practical use
of the knowledg).
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vedas) References to particular branches of Vedas inherited by the different brahmanas
are found in the inscriptions. Eulogy of king Dhruvasena Baladitya makes specific
reference to shalaturiya tantra, i.e. panini’s grammar. Bhattikavya (later half of 6th cent.
AD.) testifies the importance of grammar and poetics among the different branches of
learning. All the maitraka kings and ministers were expected to be well versed in Dandaniti,
i.e. (Science of polity) (Shastri, 2000 : 278)

Chinese travellers Yuan Chwang (Circa 640-645 A.D.) and I-tsing (671-695A.D.)
refer to instructions in Sabdavidya (grammar) Shilpavidya (the science of arts and crafts),
Chikitsavidya (the science of medicine). Nyayavidya (the science of Logic) and
abhidharmavidya (science of metaphysics). (Takakusu, 1896 : 169-176). The Buddhists
were acquainted with Tripitakas and Jainas with Agamas. Literary works in Sanskrit and
Prakrit were also popular subjects of study.

Primary education :

According to ancient Indian tradition a child was initiated to primary education
through the Vidyarambha Sariskara which was performed in his fifth year (kane. 1941 :
266). According to Itsing primary education commenced in the sixth year of the child
(Takakusu. 1896 : 172). Bana Bhatta, a famous Sanskrit author also alludes to the same
age for the commencement of the education of prince chandrapida.

wfadrsfa (faeampe) weagwaadd | The ceremony was performed on an auspicious day
during Uttarayana. The child was bathed and decorated. The teacher scattered rice on a
plank, wrote auspicious syllables on it with a pen and Vidyarambha took place in the
form of akshararambha or aksharavishkarana, i.e. receiving instruction in reading letters
or syllables. Reading and writing formed the basis of learning. The subject was known
as Lipividya. Primary schools were known as Lipi Shalas (Shastri, 2000 : 278)

There was a special book for thorough study of ‘Lipi Vidya’'. Yuan Chwang
describes it as ‘a book of twelve chapters’. I-tsing refers to it as entitled ‘Siddha’ (Takakusu,
1896 : 170). Then were taught elementary letters of alphabets. It consisted of 47 letters
according to Yuan Chawang and 49 letters according to I-tsing (Shastri. 2000 : 279). The
elementary letters were followed by Soda$akshari* The alphabets were known as Varna-
mala. Its origin was ascribed to Maheshvara. It took about six months to get acquainted
with lipividya (Takakusu. 1896 : 172)

Primary education also included the subject of arithamatics (Sarhikhyana). It was
generally completed in the eighth year.

Secondary and higher education :

Shabdavidya (grammar) formed the basic subject of secondary and higher
education. Its study commenced at the age of seven according to Yuan Chwang commenced

* Sodasakshari means the forms of the combinations of the Vowel-signs with each consonants, there
being sixteen combinations corresponding to sixteen vowels.
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at the age of seven according to Yuan Chwang and eight according to I-tsing (shastri.
2000 : 280). The general study of the subject spread over four books, viz. Satras,
dhatupatha, three Khilas and Vrtti. Panini’s sutras formed the foundation of all grammatical
science. The work is known-as Astadhyayi, consisting of eight adhyayas and each adhyaya
divided into four padas, with the total of 3983 sutras in all. The students began to learn
the sutras at the age of eight and continued upto eight months. At the age of ten began
the study of the book on the three khilas which spread over a minumun period of three
years. The first khila was 4stadhatu which treated the fundamentals of Sanskrit grammar.
The second khila appears to be like Manda or Munda. It deals with the rules about the
formation of derivative words by combining the basis and the affixes. The third Khila
was Unadi which represents a well known sutra patha of the paninian system. The study
of the three khilas was completed at the age of 13 or 14. Thereafter, at the age of about
15, the student commenced the study of the Vrtti, i.e. kashika Vrtti on Panini’s sutras. It
cites the text of the sutra and expounds its manifold meaning minutely. The study of the
Vrtti took about five years in all. With this ground in the Sanskrit grammar, which was
the medium of learning and education, the student was becoming eligible for higher
studies not only in grammar, but in all other subjects as well.

The students were learning composition in prose and verse after completing the
seconolary course of grammar. Poetic compositions in prose and verse were studied
during the secondary education. Kathasammgrahas, great epics Ramayana and Mahabharata,
Pafichatantra and Brhadkatha, Rupakas of the early poets Like Bhasa, Kalidasa, works
of kavi Bhatti, Shudraka, Magha, Shriharsa, Banabhatta etc. were included in the
curriculum.

Among the Buddhist works, works of Asvaghosa, Lalitavistara, Avadanashataka,
Divyavadana etc. were popular and among Jain works like Padmapurana of Ravisena,
Harivamishapurana by Jinesana were written during this period. The study of poetry was
supplemented by Sanskrit Lexicon, Prosody, poetics and grammar (Winternitz. 1933 :
226, 475 A.D.) Namalinganusasana (Amarako$a) Amarasimha was contributed during
this period. In Prosody chhandahsutra of Pingala was studied as well.

Among the followers of Brahmanism, the Upanayana Samskara marked the
initiation of Vedic studies. The life of a vedic student (Brahmacarin) was hard and eigid,
as he had to observe several rules and regulations of celibacy and temperance in view
of disciple of studentship (kane. 1941 : 268 ff.) The teacher taught him to recite the Vedic
mantras correctly and commit them to memory. They were studying three or four vedas,
used to recite mantras of their own veda and perform agnihotra and the five mahayajiias.
These rites they were learning during their secondary education.

The Smrtis were highly esteemed for the pursuit of Rajadharma. The study of the
smrtis was essential for Brahmana and Kshatriya students. The Budddhist students were
receiving their higher education in the monasteries. They were living there in the
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monasteries. The sthaviras (elder monks) were teaching them as Upadhyayas. The students
were studying Tripitakas. Among the sitras the Mahaparinirvana satra was very popular.
Saddharma-pundarika was an eminent work among the Mahayana sutras.

Like Buddhist students Jain students also received their higher education in the
monesteries. It was imparted by acharyas and upacharyas. The sutras were taught by the
upacharyas, whereas their meaning was propounded by the acharyas. The Jain students
were conversant with the Agamas. The collected redaction of the Agamas was already
prepared at Valabhi by Devardhigani Kshamasramana by this time. These Agama works
are written in Ardhamagadhi. ViSesavashyaka Bhasya was written by Jinabhadragani
kshamasramana during this period. The early Bhasyas were followed by charnis written
in prose in a mixture. of Prakrit and Sanskrit. Jinadasa gani Mahattara contributed ctrnis
on several Agamas during this period. By the end of the Maitraka period Haribhadrasuri
initiated tikas (commentarics) in Sanskrit prose. The Jain students were studying the
original Jain works with their Bhasyas, charnis and tikas of these works.

Shilpavidya which dealt with arts and crafts was an important subject for training
in worldly life as well as in vocational accomplishments. In his kamasatra (probably 3rd
cent. A.D.) Vatsiyayana enumerate, sixty four arts, some of which are fine arts; Such as
gita, vadya, nrtya and alekhya (painting). Some are mechanical and technical; such as
needle work, carpentry, architecture and masonry, metallurgy, jewellery, pottery,
horticulture, physical training, spinning, weaving, knitting etc. Most of these subjects
required practical tranining. In some vocational arts like archery regulres physical strength
and special training. The same will apply to Brahmanas and Vaishyas also.

Jyotisha and Ayurveda were two other popular subjects for vocational education.
Jyotisha consisted of the astronomical and chronological calculations, The different schools
of Jyotisha that were prevalent by this time were compiled into Pafichasiddhantika by
Varahamihira (A.D.505). '

Ayurveda was esteemed as an upveda. It formed one of the five Vidyas prescribed
for higher education. Eight sections mentioned by I-tsing are : 1. Shalya, 2. Shalakya or
Surgery, 3. Kaya Cikitsa-treatment of diseases affecting the whole body, 4. Bhuta Vidya
treatment of troubles caused by evil spirits, 5. Kaumara-Bhrtya- Paediatric defects and
diseases pertaining to rearing of children, 6. Agada tantra - Science of antidotes-remedy
for poison, 7. Rasayana tantra - toxicology-the science of medicine for prolonging life
and preventing old age, 8. Vajikarana-prescription of aphrodisiacs producing venerial
desire. (Takakusu. 1896 : 127, 222 ff)

The other subjects of study mentioned by Yuan Chwang and I-tsing are logic and
metaphysics. Logic was known as Anvikshiki, Hetuvidya, Tarkavidya or nyayavidya.
Nyayavidya served as an essential background for the exposition of philosophieal system.
In this branch of learning works like Nyayasutra by Akshapada Gautama, Vaiseshikasitra
by Kanada were some of the eminent works prepared in the beginning of the Maitraka
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Period. Buddhist and Jain scholars contributed considerably to Nyayavidya by this time.
Pramanasamuchchaya Nyaya pravesha by Dignaga were considered very important works
on Buddhist logic. Thus Buddhist logic attained high development during this period and
hence it naturally seems to have formed one of the important subjects at the Buddhist
university at Valabhi. '

Metaphysics formed and inseparable part of philosophy. In Brahmanism Upanisads
mark the basic works of Indian philosophy. Different systems of philosophy, i.e. Sarikhya,
Yoga, NyayavaiSesika, Purva-mimansa and Uttara-mimansa also developed subsequently.
In addition to these six systems of Indian philosophy, there are some orthodox systems,
which pertain to different religious sects like Pasupata system. The systems that do not
believe in the authority of the Vedas are named as heterodox or nastika. The Lokayata
system is mainly based on epistemology. Tattvopaplavasimha by Jayarashi Bhatta (8%
cent.) is the only Lokayata work available.

The copper-plate inscriptions of the Maitraka period contain references to
Anandapura (Vadnagar), Valabhi, Simhapura (Shihor), Khetaka (Kheda), Jambusar etc. as
the centres of the Chaturvidya and Traividya Brahmanas. There were some places of
Vedic learning, Like Nagaraka (Nagara), Hastavapra (Hathab), Unnata (Una), Bharukaccha
(Bharuch), Navasarika (Navsari). The other places from where the immigrant Brahmanas
hailed were also the centres of Vedic learning, for example Dashapura, (Malwa) Kasahrada
(Kasindra-Kheda Dist.) Girinagar (Girnar) etc. All these places contained provision for
primary and secondary education. Among these places Anandapur (Vadnagar) seems to
be the most favourite place of learned Brahmanas, while Valabhi marked a great centre
of the three main religions of India. Both these places were the centres of higher education
as well. Valabhi was a reputed centre of learning and the students from far places in India
were coming to attain knowledge and education. It was also a great centre of Buddhist
studies too. I-tsing records that the greatest centres of learning in India were Nalanda and
Valabhi and puts them in par with the great centres of learning in China, like chin-ma,
Shih-ch’u, Lungmen and chin li. It indicates the high position of Valabhi as a centre of
Buddhist learning. I-tsing gives the following account of these eentres of learning :

‘After having studied the five works of grammar, the students begin to learn
composition in prose and Verse, and devote themselves to logic and metaphysics. Thus
instructed by their teachers and instructing others they pass two or three years generally
in the Nalanda monastery in central India and in the country of Valabhi in western India
(Takakusu. 1896 : 177 ff.)

Just like Nalanda, the admission to the Valabhi University was granted to those
who completed their primary and secondary education there and to those of the outsiders
who passed through the entrance test. Two or three candidates only were declared
successful out of every ten, while others had to leave disappointed with their downcast
heads.
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At Nilanda Yuan chwang studied the four vedas, works on astronomy and
geography, on the medical art, magic and arithmetics. (Beal. 1906 : 153). He got conversant
with the Samkhya, Yoga and Nyaya doctrines. All these subJects were included in the
curriculum at Valabhi Vidyapitha as well.

The Buddhist university at Valabhi seems to provide for secondary education for
the internal students as well as for instructions in the subjects of non-Buddhist doctrines.
The Buddhist monasteries at Valabhi welcomed immigrant mendicants of all the eighteen
nikayas (schools). The internal mendicants followed the Hinayana school. |

System of Education :

As for the system of education Western India followed the traditional methods
that prevailed in the country in those times. The student could approach the teacher
personally and could receive his lesson individually. The tutorial system facilitated the
personal contact between the teacher and the taught. The total number of students and
teachers at Valabhi Vidyapitha are not known, but the teachers at Nalanda numbered
about 1500, While the students numbred 6,500 (Mookerji. 1947 : 585). Great emphasis
was laid on the method of memorizing through repeated recitations. It was often facilitated
through the supply of works composed in verse even in the case of scientitic literature.
I-tsing notes of intelligent men who could commit to memory whatever they heard even
only once (Shastri. 2000 : 294). No one was ever given a new lesson unless the old one
was thoroughly mastered. There was no collective promotion of students to a new class.
The intelligent students could proceed rapidly and complete courses of study earlier,
while the others had to go on rcpeating their lessons until they could satisfy the teacher
about their mastery over them. students who lagged behind were usually placed under
senior fellows. Even while receiving new lessons, students were expected to revise the
old ones. When instructions were given to students in groups, the teacher used to take
care to maintain personal contact with his disciple who was encouraged to approach him
personally and get his difficulties solved.

During the period of studentship, great emphasis was laid on simplicity and
temperance. The student had to keep himself away from all sorts of luxurious modes fo
life. The disciple was trained in the discipline of the body and the mind and was-required
to observe all the rules and regulations for good behaviour, moral character, physical
labour and deep study. The student had great respect for his preceptor and the preceptor
had been treating him with great affection. The relations between the teacher and the
taught were cordial.

Thus Valabhi during the Maitraka period in Gujarat was a renowned centre of
education ranking next to Nalanda.
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REVISITING EARLY ICONOGRAPHY OF SAKTI
*

Dr.Vipul Tiwari*

Figure 1 Early Forms of Mother Goddess
Abstract

The term “Iconography” means a study of figure representing a deity which is in some
way or other associated with the rituals and worship of divinities. The Greek term “eikon” and
the Indian words such as “archa”, “bera”, “vigraha”, etc., reflects the same sensible represen-
tations of particular deities by their worshippers (bhaktas). In Indian tradition these icons or
images are considered as the body or form of the concerned deity which are usually ‘anthro-
pomorphic’ in nature. But there are also purely symbolic representations of deities. Thus
“Iconography” enables us to have a proper understanding of religious art and cultural aspects
of various races of mankind.

The vast material related to the study of Iconography of ‘Sakti’ is scattered in the
ritualistic literature of the Agamas, Tantras as well as in the Puranas. But the ‘Silpa’ texts are
very important sources of information because they are the results of the accumulated expe-
rience of generations of the ‘Silpins’. Most of the artists of the ancient and mediaeval India
have merged their individuality into the great system of Iconography or ‘Pratimavijfiana’.
Besides literary sources, archaeological, epigraphic and numismatic provide abundant material
for iconographic study.

Introduction

In ancient world Iconography was as handmade of religion which guides and controls

* AG-7, UPPSC, 10 Kasturba Gandhi Marg, Prayagraj, Pin-211018, Uttar Pradesh.
Email Id vipultiwari01 @gmail.com Mb 8887848577
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the religious art and determines the form of Icon. Iconographical study of female deities (Shakti
cult) explains the principles and the meaning of the contemporary beliefs as represented in the
visual forms. It delineate the special features of female deities such as the ‘asanas’, ‘mudras’,
‘bhangimas’, ‘varnas’ etc. The religious beliefs and mythologies find their illustrations in art
through the Iconography. It is a language which translates the truth of various religious dogmas
and unearths the meaning inherent in them.

In the ancient civilizations the worship of female deities (Sakti) can be traced to the
Pre-historic period. The tradition of depicting the mother Goddess as a pregnant woman in clay
is as old as Stone Age.! These figurines represent the theme of fertility, fecundity and moth-
erhood. It also unfolds that the earliest idea regarding divinity in the pre-historic societies was
primarily related to the form of mother creating and nourishing the world.?

The Early Period

In the Indian context, the cult of the Mother goddess or ‘Sakti’ was existed in some
form or other in the Pre-Indus Cultures and Indus Valley Civilization. In the early phase of the
Indus Civilization ‘aniconic’ form of the Mother goddess was prevalent and many pottery
images and ring-stones have been discovered in excavations.® The symbolic representation of
mother Goddess was prevalent in the Indus civilization where worship of yoni was also prac-
tice. The latter symbolizes the Mother aspect of the female deity. Similarly, the stone rings and
disc are also related with the cult of the Mother goddess. The aspect of ‘nudity’ is also common
to Mother Goddess tradition. The ‘plants’ and ‘vegetation’ are also closely associated with the
Mother goddess tradition. For instance, a terracotta seal found at Harappa depicted a nude
female figure with a plant issuing for her womb. AnandaCoomaraswamy analysed the Indus
valley terracotta Mother Goddess and underlines the following common features‘the nose is
very prominent so that it forms a projection continuous with forehead, the eyes are large and
separately affixed, the lips are thick and separately affixed, earring are worn but are not very
large, some female figures wear a board girdle otherwise nude, the navel is generally indicated,
the mount of Venus is not conspicuous, the breast are not large, but separately affixed, the arms
are held at the sides, etc.’*

- The Vedic period

It was the period when male deities dominated the religious sphere. But several female
deities such as Aditi, Prithivi, Usas, Vac, Raka, etc., were also given importance by the Vedic
Seers. Similarly, other female deities- Purandhi, Ila, DhisanaRati, Saraswati (primarily a river
goddess) Vac, etc. are also mentioned in the hymns of the Rig Veda. But in most of the cases
it is not possible to conceive their anthropomorphic forms. However, the Devi-Sukta (R.V., X.
125) and the hymns associated with Ratri (R.V., X.127) well explore the inherent concept of
Divine energy, and the later development of the ‘Sakti’ worship is greatly indebted to this early
ideas.

The later Vedic texts such as the ‘VajasaneyiSamhita’, the ‘TaittiriyaBrahmana’, the
‘Kena Upanishad’, the ‘Mundaka Upanishad’, the ‘Sankhyana Sutra’, the ‘Hiranyakesingrha
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Sutras’, etc., various goddesses (Durga, Vairocani, Katyayani, Kanyakumari, Ambika, Manojava,
Sulohita, Sundhumravarna, Sphulingini and Visvaruci) are mentioned. It reflects that the early
‘Sakta’ cult was eventually taking shape and form in the subsequent period. Gradually, the
worship of goddess cult received brahmanical sanction by representing them as manifestation
of the ‘Sakti’ personified in the aspect of consort. It also seems that the fusion of prehistoric
Mother Goddess tradition with the Vedic goddess tradition (primarily ‘Vak’ and ‘Sarasvati’) is
responsible for the prominence of ‘Sakti’ cult in the post Vedic period.6

The Epic period

The two ‘Durgastotras’ in the ‘Mahabharata’ (IV.6 and V1.23) and the ‘Aryasatva’,
provides useful information about the development of Sakta Cult. The blending of Aryan and
Non- Aryan mode of worship is the especial characteristic of this period of development. For
example, the ‘Aryastava’ states that the Devi is worshipped by ‘Savaras’, ‘Barbaras’, and the
‘Pulindas’. She is called ‘Aparna’ (nude) ‘Nagna-Savari’ and ‘Parna-Savari’ (leaf clad). The
last description resembles her with the Vajrayana goddess. She is also great saviour. The
Mahayana Buddhist goddess ‘Tara’ is also conceived as saving her votaries. Thus in the
Mahabharata we find the composite character of the ‘Sakta’ cult. In this respect, the Ramayana
does not say anything about the ‘Sakta’ cult.”

The Pre-Mauryan and Mauryan period

- The large number of terracotta figurine of Mother Goddess and Earth Goddess has
been discovered from Taxila, Peshawar and Mathura. The most remarkable iconographic
characteristic of these terracotta are the nudity, enormous breast and hips, position of arms to
hold a child and the figures showing child sucking the breast of the Goddess. Besides terracotta
figures of Mother Goddess, the large number of ring-stones are found from Taxila to Patliputra
which signifies the continuation of the tradition of symbolic worship of Mother Goddess or
representation of fertility goddess.®

The Sunga period

The aforesaid period witnessed the significant change in the technical as well as
iconographic formulae of the terracotta tradition. Now ‘moulding’ was given preference over
‘applique’. The aspect of nudity was checked and concealed with ornamentation and clothing
but the details of the sex clearly shown.’? For the first time some iconographic figures in the
forms of ‘Saktis’ or goddess other than the Mother Goddess tradition came into existence the
figures of ‘Sri-Laxmi’, “Yaksini’ and ‘Vasudhara’ etc.!’ The sculptural tradition in stone also
recognizes the mother and fertility principles along with some iconographic types such as ‘Gaja-
Laksmi’, ‘Sri- Laksmi’ etc. The ‘Mithuna’ figures has played important part in the history of
Indian art from the Third century B.C.E. to Thirteenth Century C.E., but in terracotta art, it
begins in the Sunga period.!!

The Kusana period
The sculptural as well as the terracotta figurines of the Mother Goddess have been
found in large numbers from Taxila to Patliputra and other important historical sites. The early
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traditional features of representing Mother Goddess are followed such as absolute nudity,
prominent breasts, deep navel mark etc. At Mathura the Mother and Child group of terracotta
continue to flourish.12

The Gupta period and Post Gupta period

Purely iconographic terracotta figurines tradition follows the principles of the contem-
porary sculptural traditions in stone but the delineation is entirely different. They are crude in
the Kusana period and refined in the Gupta period. They mostly depict the goddess as the
consort of the Great God Siva. In the terracotta art of Mathura more iconographic forms persist
such as ‘Mahisasuramardini’ or ‘Katyani’ slaying buffalo demon ‘Mahisasura’. The
‘Ardhanarisvara’ form is also very significant to trace the fusion of the ‘Sakti’ and ‘Saiva’
cults.!3 '

The early authoritative Puranas especially ‘Devimahatmya’ section of ‘Markandeya
Purana’ shed profuse light on the characterisations of the cult picture. The Devi- Stuties-
(Brahma-stuti, Narayanistuti, etc.) unfold the various ideas, concept and the composite nature
of ‘Sakti’. In the ‘Narayani-stuti’ we also find the ideology behind divine incarnation which
is very similar to the ‘Avatarvada’ of the ‘Bhagvadgita’. The Markandeya Purana also delin-
eate the elements that collectively form the great composite goddess, the central deity of the
‘Sakti’ cult i.e. the great goddess constitutes Vishnu, Siva, Brahma and various Brahmanic
pantheon.

The Puranic ‘Durgastuti’ clearly laid stress on the Mother aspect of the Devi. Similarly,
the ‘Vedantic’ concept of ‘Maya’ and the ‘Sankhyan’ concept of ‘Prakriti’is also infused in the
system of the ‘Saktas’. The ‘Sakta’ cult also believe in the ‘KundaliniSakti’ inherent in human
body which is awaken by the process of ‘Shat-cakrabindu’. All these and various other abstract
concepts and ideologies gradually came to symbolized by the ‘Sakta’ tradition and the Devi
became the supreme deity of the ‘Sakti’ cult. The ‘Devimahatmya’ section of the
‘MarkandeyaPurana’, the ‘Navapatrika’ ritual of goddess Durga, etc., throw profuse light on
the ‘Sakambhari’ aspect of the ‘Sakti’ worship in India.!s

In the later Gupta period ‘Tantricism’ also found place in the Sakti cult. The texts and
inscriptions of the later Gupta period reveal the existence of ‘Tantricism’ and its fusion with
the ‘Sakti’ Cult. The very word ‘Tantra’ occurs in the first century C.E. inscription found in
the village of Gangdhar (Jhalwar, Madhya Bharat). Similarly, The Brhatsamhita mentioned
about the ‘Mandalakarma’ (a tantric ritual) and the ‘Saktipithas’. The Chinese traveller Hiuen
Tsang (7" century C.E.) noticed the Tantric concept of the ‘Saktipithas’ which intimately
associated the ‘Sakti’ with the ‘Bhairava’. The Mahabharata also refers to the three SaktiPithas
‘Bhimasthana’, ‘Udyatparvata’ and ‘Guarisikhara’ (possibly in the Guwahati region).

The mediaeval period witnessed the fusion of ‘Tantricism’ in the Brahmanical, Hindu-
ism and the Buddhism. Initially the Mahayana Buddhism and later on the Vajrayana Buddhism
were the result of this Tantric fusion. These cults were predominant in the Eastern India. Even
Sankaracharya is said to have composed the famous tantric texts ‘Saundaryalahari’ and

REVISITING EARLY ICONOGRAPHY OF SAKTI ] [14



‘Lalitasahasranama’ (one thousand names of Devi Lalita).

For the Iconographic study of the Sakti cult brief reference about the nature of Devi
as stated in the ‘Devimahatmya’ and its ‘Sadaangas’ the ‘Devikavaca’, the ‘Devikilaka’, the
‘Argalastotra’, the three ‘Rahasya’- ‘Pradhanika’, ‘Vaikrtika’ and ‘Murti-rahasyas’ is very
necessary. The texts collectively unfold the principles and ideas of the ‘Sakti’ Iconography
prevalent in the Gupta and the Post Gupta period.

According to the Markandeyapurana the Sakti is not only absolute formless supreme
consciousness immanent in the whole universe as ‘CitirupenayaKrtsnametadvyapyasthitijagat’
but also appears in various forms of pacific and terrific character. The ‘PradhanikaRahasya’
states that the ‘trigunmayiMahalaksmi’ is the primary goddess in whom all the three ‘gunas’
(sattava, raja and tama) manifest. She has a four-armed in which a citrus (matulinga), a mace
(gada), a shield (kheta) and a skull-cup (panapatra) are placed. She bears a snake, linga and
yoni on her head. She is of Golden colour.

In the ‘Rupamandan’ and ‘Aparajitaprccha’ ‘Maha-Laksmi’ is described as one of the
hand of Devi should be in the varadamudra(boon-bestowing pose) and rest should show a
trident, a shield, and a cup. Maha-Laksmi should also show Siva and Naga overhead. The
‘VaikrtikaRahasya’ states that the hand of the goddess should show ‘srphala’ in place of the
‘matulinga’. The ‘Sritattvanidhi’ describes that the ‘Maha-Laksmi’ is of coral colour and has
eighteen hands holding a rosary, an axe, a club, a thunderbolt, a lotus, a bow, a staff, a spear,
a sword, a shield, a lotus, a bell, a cup, a trident, a noose, and a disc. Thus primary goddess
‘Maha-Laksmi’ is described differently in the iconographic and religious texts.

In the time of dissolution She assumed her ‘Maha-Kali’ form which is predominated
by ‘tamoguna’. ‘Maha-Kali’ is very terrific four-armed goddess with blue colour and a skull-
garland around her neck. A sword, a skull-cup, a severed head and a shield is placed in her
four hands. She is also known by various other names such as ‘Kalaratri’, ‘Yoganidra’,
‘Mahamaya’, ‘Mahamari’ etc. In the ‘VisnudharmottaraPurana’ the same description of the
goddess ‘Maha-Kali’ is given. But here numbers of hands are increased from four to eight. The
‘Sritattvanidhi’ states that the goddess ‘Maha-Kali’ should be depicted with eight hands holding
in them a sword, a disc, a mace, a bow, an iron rod, a spear, a sling, a head, and a conch. She
is three eyed smoke or black colour deity whose body is adorned with ornaments. She is slayer
of Madhu and Kaitabha. In the ‘VammargiTantrika’ tradition the concept of ‘Maha_Kali’ is
superior to ‘Kala’ which represents the destructive power. In the ‘MahanirvanaTantra’ Kalika
is described as un-manifest (arupa) and is called mother of the ‘Kala’. In the ‘VaikrtikaRahasya’
‘Maha-Kali’ is called the ‘Yoganidra’ of Vishnu and the abode of ‘tamoguna’. But it is to be
noted that the description of ‘Yoganidra’ in the ‘Vishnudharmottara’ is very different.

In the time of Emanation ‘Maha-Laksmi’ assumed the form of white-coloured tertiary
goddess ‘Maha-Sarasvati’ in whom the ‘Sattavaguna’ predominates. A rosary beads, an el-
ephant goad, a lyre and a manuscript are placed in her four hands. ‘Maha-Sarasvati’ is also
known by various names such as ‘Vak’, ‘Arya’, ‘Brahmi’, ‘Vedagarbha’, ‘Mahavidya’,
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‘Mahavani’ etc. According to the ‘VaikrtikaRahasya,” ‘Maha-Laxmi’ is an eight armed goddess
holding an arrow, a spear, a disc, a conch, a bell, a ploughshare and a bow. The same
description of her is given in the ‘Sritattvanidhi’. She does not hold the book in any of her hand.

The other names and images of the Devi are elaborately mentioned in the ‘Vaikrtika’
and ‘Murti-rahasyas’ which delineates the mystic symbolism underlying her various aspects. In
the ‘Markandeyapurana’ while describing the nature and form of the Devi, the other major
Brahmanical cult-gods (Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva) are given subordinate place. In some
sections of the Purana we also find some early forms of Devi such as the ‘Camunda’, the
‘Mahisasuramardini’, the Matrkas, etc., which through profuse light on the iconographical
development of the ‘Sakti’ Icon of the concerned period.

In the Agamas various other forms and names of the goddess with their iconographic
description are given such as- ‘Navadurga’, ‘Saptamata’, ‘Sadgauri’, ‘DasaMahavidyas’,
‘Chakradevi’, ‘Pithesvari’ etc. The Tantric texts give special stress on the iconography of
Navadurga which includes the name of ‘Sailputri’, ‘Bramcharini’, ‘Chandraghanta’, ‘Skandadurga’,
‘Kusmanda’, ‘Katyayini’, ‘Kalaratri’, ‘Mahagauri’, and ‘Siddhidayni’. In the Tantric tradition
‘DasaMahavidhyas’ occupied a very important place and are personified under the names of
‘Kali’, “Tara’, ‘Tripura Sundari’, ‘Chinnamasta’, ‘Bhuvanesvari’, ‘Bhairavi’, ‘Dhumavati’,
‘Bagalamukhi’, ‘Matangi’ and ‘Kamala’.

For exigency of space, the textual details and iconographic feature of the numerous
images of the Devi is not possible here. Our main emphasis will be on her early
‘Mahisasuramardini’ aspect and ‘Matrka’ aspects and few other allied forms.

Mahisasuramardini

It is the earliest and most important form of Devi which is beautifully described in the
‘Devimahatmya’. Apart from the ‘MarkandeyaPurana’, various other texts provide different
iconic types of the Devi but the prime difference is the number of hand attributed to icon.
Generally, in Eastern India the images of Devi have eight or ten- arms have been found. To
trace the development of iconic motif study of few early reliefs is necessary. In miniature stone
relief of the Gupta period found a Bhita by Marshall, Devi is depicted tl\ﬂv“h two- armed figures
engaged in sighting with the Bufallo Demon. In the brass image (c. 8" century C.E.) goddess
is depicted with four arms, uplifting the hind part of the Buffalo Demon by its tail with her front
hand, while her right leg tramples on its neck and her back hands hold a sword and a bell. This
standing posture of the goddess matched with the description of Devi given in the ‘Devimahatmya’
(iii.37). The very similar depiction of Devi we found in a relief on the facade of the cave at
Udayagiri (Bhilsa, Madhya Pradesh). It is interesting to note that it is one of the early relief
in which Devi is depicted with twelve arms holding various weapons attributes. It appears that
the artist of Central and Northern India of the Gupta and Post Gupta period were following
‘MarkandeyaPurana’ tradition which elaborately describes the attack of Devi on demons. In
none of these sculptures goddess is shown on the lion mount. Whereas at Gangaikondacolapuram
sculpture of same theme have lion depicted on the left.
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In the earliest mediaeval sculpture we find the change in mode of depicting the Devi’s
fight with Demon. On the Ellora relief pannel, Devis is depicted with eight arms, riding on lion
mount ant vigorously attacking buffalo demon ‘Mahisasura’ in very lively manner. Some de-
mons are shown fallen and other still resisting, are shown below. While in the two uppermost
rows the Devine onlookers of the fight are depicted.

The Ai-hole relief (c. 6th- 7thC.E.) shows eight armed goddess on her lion mount,
piercing the neck of the demon ‘Mahisasura’. Her lion is mere spectator. While at Haripur
(Mayurbhanj, Orissa), the goddess is depicted in more aggressive pose with eight arms. Her
three prongs of the ‘sula’ pierce the neck of the human demon and here lion is also participating
in the flight. The early Chalukyan artist of Ai-hole stress on the ease and effortless grace of
Devi and the artists of Orissa prefers the powerful dynamic vigour representation.

The great popularity of this theme of goddess is proved by the fact that form Peshawar
to Dinaput the images of ‘Mahisasuramardini’ is found.Some mediaeval reliefs hailing from
Bihar mark the development of this motif in a characteristic manner. For instance, an image
found of ‘Mahisasuramardini’ at Bihar shows the Devi with four armed, seated astride on the
back of her mount, in her back hands a sword and a shield is placed, in left front a ‘Sula’, the
front right in the ‘Varada’ pose. The flying ‘Vidyadhara’ figures on the top elliptical ‘Prabhavali’
makes the relief of its own character.

~ The association of the goddess with ‘godha’ (iguana) (alligators) is also remarkable
feature of the Sakti iconography. A bronze figure of the Devi ‘Parvati’ found at Nalanda shows
the development of this concept in early mediaeval period. The three eyed and four armed Devi
is depicted standing in the ‘Samapadasthanaka’ pose; holding a rosary, a hooked staff and a
water vessel in her three hands; there is a creeping ‘godha’ (iguana) near her right leg, and
her lion and a horned animal are depicted on the pedestal offering pots, the sun and the moon
are also depicted beautifully and designed‘Sriascakra’ are other noticeable features.

The goddesses with iguana have the appellation of Sri, one of the six forms of ‘Gauri’
as described in the ‘Rupamandana’. This motif migrated to Indonesia along with the
‘Mahisasuramardini’ from the Eastern India in early times. In Mediaeval times replica of such
images have been found there. It is also interesting that in some Devi images her association
with Siva is emphasized. But in the literary sources she is mythological associated with ‘Visnu-
Krsna’ (the two ‘Durgastoras’ of the Mahabharata, the ‘Aryastava’ of the ‘Harivansa’, the
‘Markandeyapurana’ (ch.91.v.37).

Matrkas .

On the account of literary texts the names and number of the ‘Matrkas’ vary in various
contexts. Usually they are seven in number but sometimes eight or more are found at a site.
The ‘Brhatsamhita’ of ‘Varahamihra’ is also silent about the number and names of the ‘Matrkas’
and simply states that ‘Matrkas’ are to be made with cognizance of the gods corresponding
to their names. (Brh. ch.57,v.56).Utpala in his commentary on ‘Brhatsamhita’ gives account of
various ‘Matrkas’ such as ‘Brahmi’, ‘Vaisnavi’, ‘Raudri’, ‘Kaumari’, ‘Aindri’, ‘Yami’, ‘Varuni’

1¥] [rud daluq Heng Jls @ gad-BAwR, 020



and ‘Kauberi’, etc. The Gangdhar stone inscription (of Kumargupta I period) also does not
provide exact names and number. The number of the ‘Matrkas’ is given in the inscriptions of
the early Chalukya Kings who are stated there as the descendant of ‘Hariti’ and nurtured by
the seven ‘Matrkas’, however the names are not given there.

Iconographic description of the SaptaMatrkas

These are often carved in relief on rectangular stone slab in the upper section with the
figures of “Virabhadra’ and ‘Ganesa’ on epithet side. Sometime the number of ‘Matrkas’ are
only three i.e. ‘Brahmi’, ‘Kaumari’ and ‘Vaisnavi’. The ‘Rupamandana’ states that “Virabhadra’
images should be placed before the ‘Matrkas’ and ‘Ganesha’ in the end. The separate reliefs
of the ‘Matrkas’ and their guardian are also common. The MarkandeyaSarovara at puri
(Orissa) has separate ‘Matrka’ images placed side by side inside a verandah.

There are also some very remarkable sculptures created by the genius of mediaeval
artists. For example, the uncommon image was found at Vikrampur (the ancient capital of
Senas). The image is four feet in height and in its lower part a Sivalinga is placed. The four-
armed goddess with her front hands in ‘dhyanamudra’, and in her back hands a rosary and a
manuscript is placed. The image is highly ornamented with youthful face and three serene
meditative eyes. These rare features of the image lacked in most of the Devi images. On the
account of the ‘Markandeyapurana’ and the ‘Kalikapurana’ the image could be tentatively
described as ‘Mahamaya’. The esoteric symbolism inherent in this Devi icon is a unique style
of representing ‘Siva’ and ‘Sakti’ together.

Conclusive Remarks

The study of Iconography of ‘Sakti’ unfolds the various religious and social changes
in India from Pre-historic period to the modern times. The study throws profuse light on the
development of various religious sects and their ritualistic aspects. It is not merely confined to
the study and interpretation of the principal ‘Sakti’ icons or images but its scope covers the
whole religious art of a race or a nation. It traces the development of ‘Sakti’ icons from its
simple ‘aniconic’ form to its evolution as ‘image proper’. In other words we can say that it
is nothing else but the successive interpretation and delineation of the religious art.Scholars of
art are of the opinion that the early art of the mankind was primarily of the religious nature.
Therefore, the study of ‘Sakti’ Iconography helps to study and understand the nature, devel-
opment and origin of religious art and rituals of mankind from remote past to the contemporary
age.
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Other Sources

Literary Sources: Vedic literature, MatsyaPurana, Agni Purana, MarkandcyaPurana,
VisnudharmottaraPurana, Brhatsamhita, Agastyasakaladhikara, Kasyapasilpa, Naradasilpa,
Chitralasksana, Vastuvidya, Vastusastra, Visvakarmapaddhat, Viisvakarmaprakasa, Visvakarmasastra,
etc.

The texts of mediaeval period: Manasara (7th century C.E.), Mayamata (8thCent.),
Samaranganasutradhara of king Bhoja (11th century C.E.), Abhilasitarthachintamani of Somesvaradeva
III (12th century C.E.), Aprajitprccha of Bhuvanadeva (12th or 13th century C.E.),
Chaturvargachintamani of Hemadri (13th century C.E.), Rupamandana and Devatamurtiprakarana
of SutradharaMandana (early 16th century C.E.), Silparatna of Kumara (late 16th cent.) etc. The
Sritattvanidhi of Sri MumuddiKrsna Raja Odyarra, the king of Mysore of the late 19th century C.E.
is very important because it presents the final summary of the iconographic knowledge of Sakti,
Visnu, Brahma, Siva and other minor gods and goddesses.

The Archaeological sources: Terracotta Mother Goddess figurines from various Indus Civiliza-
tion sites, Ring-stone from various historical sites, Gold plaque showing Earth Goddess from
LauriyaNandangarh, Pre-Mauryan, Mother Goddess figurines from Peshawar and Mathura, Durga
from Mahabalipuram, Gajalaxmi from Barhut, the image-types of the goddess in the Gupta and
post-Gupta period, etc.

The Epigraphic sources: The Gangdhar stone inscription of the time of Kumaragupta I, the
inscription of early Chalukyan kings, etc.

The Numismatic sources: The representation of various goddesses on coins and seal is an
important testimony of the development of iconic features and the cult of Sakti.The punch marked
coins, the coins of Azes, the coins of Maus, the coins of Huviska, the coins of Kushanas, the
coins of Guptas, etc. are rich source of iconographic information.
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Reading Mahipatram Ruparam’s Travelogue in Gujarati*
‘England Ni Musafarinu Varnan’ [ A Narration of

Travel to England ] as an Autoethnographic Text
‘ 2
Dr. Divyeshkumar D. Bhatt*

To see travel writing in its current format as merely a vehicle for cultural prejudice is
to overlook the genre’s significant impact as an instrument of cultural critique. (Travel is, after
all, at least potentially a learning experience: a means of testing, and then revising, the traveler’s
cultural expectations). (Huggan)

Travels and Travel writing has recently acquired new horizons. If we look at the Travel
Accounts of 1800s, most of the European Travel Writers and their accounts had the Colonial
Gauge. Some reported of new lands and discoveries; whereas some dealt with the explorations
in the occupied colonies and these narratives won very much hearts of the audiences at home
too. Just as Martin Green puts it, “In the Nineteenth century travel narratives were among a
plethora of adventure tales that energized the myth of Empire: they reinforced prevailing notions
that the world was ripe to conquer.” (Green) Though it is written during the second half of
the nineteenth century more specifically during 1860s, this Travel Account in Gujarati by
Mahipatram Rupram matches much with the spirit and moods of the modern books of travel
writing. It is much in tune with what James Duncan and Derek Gregory observe in connection
with the work of Bruce Chatwin, Pico Iyer or Redmond O’Hanlon as it “maps not only new
landscapes in a still markedly various world but also new spaces within contemporary Litera-
ture.” (Gregory) Mahipatram presents his travel account with the stance of an acute observer
of the English culture and civilization. He has his rough ideas about the English life as per his
close connections and personal relations with the British Bureaucrats in India. Still, his desire
to look and experience their personal family life remains at the centre focus of his travels in
England. He was visiting English isles on an official mission, namely ‘To study the mode of
education and schools of England’. Among the excitements, fears and possibilities of impeding
uncertain circumstances long distance travels might entangle somebody in; Mahipatram had
furious wars to be waged at home. There were social restrictions; caste bound barriers and
conventional crunches that he had to overcome first. Despite all these, with his courage and
earnest willpower, he created a space, what Mary Louise Pratt terms as “‘Contact Zone’; a
space of colonial encounters, the space peoples geographically and historically separated come
into contact with each other and establish ongoing relations, usually involving conditions of
coercion.” (Pratt) In this case, there was no coercion was involved; rather the contact was
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taking shape in the mood of narrator’s gratitude and wonderment towards the English life and
culture. '

The phase of 1850s-60s was the phase of awakening towards the Social Reforms in
India, as Karsandas calls it in the introduction ‘Englandma Pravas’ [Travels in England] in
the year of 1865 ‘Sudharano Vakhat’, “the contemporary time is one of reform and freedom”
(halno vakht sudhar ai ane svatantrat ano che). (Mulji). The British had settled as the
overlords on the Indian soil and the Indian subjects who had for some preceding generations
witnessed the religiously tyrannical regimes of the Mughal emperors and other small local
reigns, and their unscrupulous rule where the justice was what the King thought and believed
and everything even the people too was the private property of the king. The preceding
generations had witnessed only this kind of rule and regime. So when the British started
exercising their governance on the constitutional basis which meant the clear definition of crime
and its pre-determined punishment and its implementations and abiding to one and all, irrespec-
tive of social status, cast or creed or kinship to the king, it created an impression of the
welcome state for many locals. Secondly, the British rule focused on various altogether ne-
glected issues like social reforms, gestured to ban by law certain taboo and obnoxious conven-
tions and undertook academic projects. This created a good impression among many natives.
It is in this spirit Dalpatram, a renowned Gujarati poet sings the glory of the British Rule,
exaggerating the equality imposed in the society which hitherto was never a social reality.

AR ol A A2 Ay, adl s1U 3R dAL SRIR,
Y2 udlen adlael] Ay s34 ud Aqau;

2u [Baudl sl ya 516 4 Adl usd s,
2 Gusz sl $ue) ¢v ¢d ¢ (B

[Gone are the poisonous and the vindictive have gone, even the rulers exercising
cruelty are past, The world goes on in.cooperation with different creed and caste; Look
no one harasses even the poor goat on her way, Taking this as blessing of god, with fun
O Hindustan you sway!]

The term “anti-conquest” as it is employed by Mary Louise Pratt prescribing the clear
outcome of the ‘Contact Zone’ and the exchange between the culture and civilizations finds
a valid appropriation in the context of this text. The term as she employs is in the context of
the European traveler who ‘SEEs’: “he whose imperial eyes passively look out and posses”.
(Pratt). Here, in the case of Mahipatram, the issue is the same, but the person who sees and
presents the magnificence of the imperial culture is the one from the colonized groups. The
person is so under positive influence and is so much dazzled by the colonial culture that his
narrative creates the impression as if it were by any British civilian.

Maliipatram Rupram visited England under a project of studying English schooling
system and thereby to suggest essential reforms to the Indian schools and education system.
He left the Indian shores for this historic voyage on 27 March 1860 at 9:30 pm. And this
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initiated a new era of change and reforms. Even while going to Mumbai for this voyage from
Surat, the journey contains the seeds of the couple’s steadfastness in the determination and
their courage to overthrow even the superstitious beliefs prevalent among the local people. The
route to Mumbai from Surat was a short sea rout; the journey was to be done through the sea
route only. So Mahipatram, his wife Parvatikunvar and others were travelling in a boat along
with the bunch of other travelers too. Meanwhile on the way, owing to some blow of the bad
weather and stormy sea, the vessel got on the way of a huge tidal wave and got overturned.
Somehow, there was no incident of getting anyone drowned in the sea waters, yet all the others
after reaching Mumbai dropped the plans of their travelling further on the grounds that the
accident was the powerful blurb of ill omen. If it had been the case with any ordinary lady,
she would have found out a strong point to discourage her husband to undertake such a
challenging voyage. But Parvatikunvar consoled Mahipatram that it was a natural disaster and
it had nothing to do with the omen ill or good. Thus, Mahipatram continued his plan and returned
from the foreign lands safely too. The point here is that when only this kind of courage and
firm determination operates, the society takes a turn from the rigid shells of conventions to
reformative winds. (Parikh)

His travelogue documenting his first hand experiences in the land of European islands
‘England Ni Musafarinu Vaman’ [A Narration of Travel to England] was published in 1864
and it proved a great reading feed to the locals of Gujarat. Apart from just being limited to the
documentation of Mahipatram’s travels to England; it proved a documentation of exercise of
getting rid of rigid social mentality and a courageous step ahead to the reformative drive. Even,
if we look closely in the knitting texture of the book, we clearly find that the real intention and
deliberation of the author are not in the direction of creating and contributing a novel literary
genre unto now scarcely attempted i.e. a Travelogue and an attempt to initiate a new literary
tradition in Gujarati language. Rather his pure intentions were that whatever he had experi-
enced must reach to the native readers and they must get clues to find a new way of thinking
and the way of life in Gujarati Language. Basically, the time was the time of awakening, new
education and a wind of awareness had spread among the people that there was something
wrong in their age old convention and radical changes and reformations were the avid need
of the day. Mahipatram’s step ahead of the time provided a new zeal to the spirits of social
reforms and those who advocated and accepted the British Rule in the positive veins.

The travel writer’s engagement with the British way of life, and the apparent eulogies
of it brings to the compass the term employed by Mary Louise Pratt in association with
‘Contact Zone’, and ‘anti-conquest’, namely “autoethnography” or “autoethnographic expres-
sion”. To use her own verbatim: “I use these terms to refer to instances in which the colonized
subjects undertake to represent themselves in ways that engage with the colonizer’s own
terms.” (Pratt)

His reactions to the western Infrastructural developments and the urban set up of the
cities are full of his enthusiasm and they make him consider and reaffirm his beliefs that the
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perfection, polish and etiquettes are only possible through the British Model of Civilization. And
in this zeal of comparison many times he pronounces the Indian way of life and the cultural
rigidity as being savage and unscrupulous.

“The houses for the accommodation of the travelers are termed as ‘Hotels; if
compared to them our ‘Dharmashalas would seem just savage set ups.” (Ruparam)

At other place, he notes:

“For sitting, sleeping, for wearing clothes, and for dining they use different
rooms assigned for those tasks only. Like us they do not have the savage style of taking
food near the cooking hearths.” (Ruparam)

And,
“London dazzles the traveler from this country. The houses, distorted, ugly and

covered with dust, of this country are just poor huts before the (well constructed) houses
of there.” (Ruparam)

The building of British Museum and in that the Library arrests his of attention. He
defines the concept of the library consciously for his native readers: ‘i % Yeds WL &
a uell o WA B, dui arndl Yadsl 8, A eA% «Adi Al GAcl AU B. A sl ¢3RHL §dll
Quu 3g 1% &l B! (“In it there is a Library which is very huge. There are millions of
books in it, and every day new books are being added. How amazing it seems moving
among that treasure of knowledge!”)

He also talks about the Museum managed by the Hindustani Government where, he
claims, one would find the things being found in the land of Hindustan. “There are plenty of
books in Sanskrit, Farsi, Arabic and other Asian languages. It is inferred that nowhere
else on the globe there are such great number of Sanskrit Books available than here.”

Mahipatram also takes note of the Koh-e-Noor diamond of India in the British Tower.
He aptly interprets its name as the ‘Mountain of Light’ and notes: “Koh-e-Noor’ means the
mountain of light, our famous diamond, I saw here.”

He takes note of the beauty and ambience of the British residences. He discerns that
in England the rich and the poor reside separately. He also talks about the private and public
property and their maintenance. He talks about the banks and exchange of great amount of
money and expresses his hope that such great wealth may be in the fortune of India. The point
that the markets and bazaars are adorned by the well constructed and well planned buildings
rivets his attention and in the natural comparison he could not help stating that the markets in
India are rough and unplanned complexes with dirty and miniature hut like structures. In his
typical style he further describes the site of Westminster Abbey. He appreciates the architec-
tural beauty of the church and notes that the monumental building enjoys great repute in the
British History. Describing the significance and the point of repute for this; he notes:

The great personalities of England have been buried here in the premises of this
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church. It is considered the matter of great repute to get buried here in this premise after death.
In one corner, renowned poets are buried, anyone can access that part. (Ruparam)

He describes the Parliament Building minutely and talks of its two houses in the Indian
reference as the “Diwane Aam” (The House of Commons) and “Diwane Khaas” (The House
of Lords). Here he takes a special care to elaborate the functioning of the Government in the
nation which rules India. Devising the major difference between the Rule in England and in
India, he nicely points out: “In our country the king is the owner of the subjects, but in
England the king is the servant of the subjects.” He also notes that here in England, though
the law is implemented in the name of the king, the same law abides the kingship too. And
to make the native readers clear about the law he defines it as: “the lawfully appointed
officers punish the criminals according to the Acts (pre-decided punishments).”

To drive the point home and to allow the native readers to have an idea of legal justice
operation and the self respect even of the poor and downtrodden in England, Mahipatram
describes an incident elaborately.

Some years back one English gentleman came back to England after having enjoyed
some higher position in India. Arriving England, first he alighted at the city of Liverpool where
he hired a cab and reached to meet some acquaintance. Having reached his destination, he was
making payment, accidently a labourer happened to collide with him scattering the money in
his hand to the ground. The poor labourer was quite unaware of this, so he proceeded on his
way. But this English gentleman feeling offended rushed behind him and kicked him from
behind and abused him bitterly. In reaction to this, the poor man also slapped him in the face;
and there was a fight between them. People got gathered and separated them from fighting.
The gentleman took the matter to the legal court and accused the poor man for scattering his
money on the ground and thrashing him. In the court, before the magistrate the poor man put
forwarded his defense saying that the street was densely overcrowded and per chance unin-
tentionally his hand might have pushed the gentle man and causing him trouble. Had he drawn
my attention to it, I would readily have apologized and sure helped him to collect his stuff from
the ground too. But instead of doing so, he kicked me from behind, thus he insulted me and
injured my self-respect, and therefore, I had to thrash him in retaliation. Though I might be poor
but I have my self respect. No one could insult me only because I am poor. The magistrate
took him sympathetically and set him free. Not only this, the magistrate found the rich gentle-
man guilty of ill treatment and disrespectful conducts to the poor man and fined him heavily
with the remarks that having spent three decades in India, you seem to have forgotten the
lawful traditions of England. It is very shameful that you have forgotten the fact that here in
our nation law is the supreme authority and the responsibility to implement the justice has been
in the hands of certain officers; and have acted against the law” (Ruparam) (111-112) (Em-
phasis mine)

Through certain events, place descriptions and constant compare and contrast, the text
operates with the ‘autoethnographic expression’ through which the travel writer consciously
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tries the group of his people to embrace the perspectives of the ‘metropolitan literate culture’
of England. Basically and on scales of generalization, it is taken for granted that the narratives
from one of the members of the oppressed colonized group would react with the agony of
contempt and dislike to the native culture of the oppressors. But here the assumptions go in
adverse direction and the narrator presents his tone in fine tune with the culture of the Imperial
Nation.

Citing reference to the feudalistic murders of the Mughal Kings by their own kin group
members, he notes that in this well developed sophisticated culture and civilization, no such
threat prevails for anyone in the Royal Family. At the death of one King, the other whose right
it is to ascend on the throne, is coronated and the other members live on their lives lawfully
and gracefully as per their status and degree. And all this kind of observations and his high
esteem for the culture makes his pronounce the king of England as the one who relishes the
extreme happiness and peace among the kings of the other countries. “No other king on the
Earth enjoys the higher core of happiness and peace than the King of England does.”

Moreover, he also devotes good space to describe the functioning and membership and
the tenures of the House of Lords and the House of Commons. To give an elaborate idea of
this Government and its impacts on the people of this nation, he talks of the democratic system
and the local provincial governing bodies. He notes that the public participation in the gover-
nance adds a flavor in their nationalistic spirits. Secondly, he notes that the way how the police
and the Army personnel treat everyone as equals and with due respect will no doubt surprise
the traveler form India. This clearly indicates that in India to think about this would be like a
possibility next to impossible.

Mabhipatram showers special respect for the English people for their patriotic spirits.
He is impressed with the people’s preference for the nation and readiness to sacrifice even
their personal belongings for the sake of National safety and security. He elaborates on the
point of the British People’s readiness and earnestness to come forward for the cause of the
Nation. Citing its instance, he points out at the British People’s coming forward to join the
Queen’s Army even without thinking of any monetary rewards from it. The Queen just ap-
pealed them to advance only in the name of the Nation and the entire full fathomed Army.
At the back of his heart he strongly feels that the Indian people need this kind of spirits get
generated in their minds too.

Thus, as it is proposed by Mary Louise Pratt, Mahipatram’s “England Ni Musafarini
Varnan’ [A Narration of Travel to England] creates the autoethnographic text that “involves
partial collaboration with and appropriation of the idioms of the conqueror.” (Pratt) Moreover,
he loudly pronounces his intentions that his country men must take stern inspiration from this
way of life.

The thorough argument upon which the text operates is the Traveler’s tendencies of
looking at the English civilization with the gaze of polished urban vein which he in his visions
and mission opts to be adopted by his own people at home. The writer, thus, seems the direct

1] [3Rud Aelu Hang Anls ¢ geausS-BAwr, 020



result of what T. B. Macaulay projected in his mission as summed up in the famous ‘Macaulay’s
Minute’:

We must at present do our best to form a class who may be interpreters between us
and millions of whom we govern; a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but English
in taste, in opinions, morals, and in intellect. (Young)

The New Indian subject, thus, that came to be constituted through the colonial system
of instruction was imbibed both by the ideas of an ‘alienated self’ — an alienation from
‘traditional’, ‘unmodern’ ways of living — as well as a sense of ‘freedom’ — the freedom that
enabled one to forsake the ‘older ways’ and delineate the boundaries of a new culture and
community. (Grewal) For this new ‘urban class’ to which Mahipatram Rupram clearly belongs,.
the travel to England was a golden chance to establish themselves as of being ‘Progressive’
in the eyes of the native fearful class. It offered them a double gesture of verifying the imbibed
notions in the light of ‘actuality’, and testing the strength of the inherited system of belief with
those born in the very cradle of modernity. In short, a visit to England meant responding to one
of the supreme callings of the day....the very imbibing of the Euro-imperial notions of travel
enabled the colonized to often deploy them in ways that would crucially challenge the Western
claim to indisputable cultural superiority. (Sen) In Mahipatram’s case too, his idealized notions
meet with utter disillusionment as he comes across ‘insulting’ approach of certain Britons. His
grudges comes on the surface in the case of ‘Koh-e-Noor’. This famous diamond just acts as
a symbol of the ‘loot’ that the colonizers operated in his native land. Secondly, the reference
of those two Englishmen avoiding boarding the same railway compartment on his way back to
India also creates the feeling of ‘embarrassment’ born out of inferior treatment.

On the whole the entire narrative is filled with the ‘seeing eye’ , the writer now and
then puts the tropes like ‘Ame joyu’ (I Saw) , ‘amne jova malyu’ (I could see), ame nazaro
dekhyo’ (I saw the scenario) and thus presented ways of life of the Britons completes the circle
of ‘self’ and ‘other’, the internalization of the what is impressive and expressing it for the ‘stay
at home audience’ just as to make them aware of the wonderful art of living and thereby
expecting them too to break away from what he feels the problematic and grace the new
progressive ways.
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yeustd dldl. di. 19 2iorell © 4R Y-l ¢3 Radd (Y. ©) st [Bei QRY -l
Yasid 4, w53 URAAL 2R dUR 53¢ xdadid — ‘SR 2i1s S[RUV, diq-l SA-aa
<y (Essential News) gt uRg sl 2itedl. QA siqrieidl Aida-ui ool Azl W2
WA 3e AR, 536 el ARl dal dlsidl R a3l suReid v [Qqd
WRAL 21tudl 21 vl As ya ud Reul Guasy + ¢dl. BiRa [Bedl usR A+ ulawid
ol 33 Al vidanadl As un ud (sa) Beul 4 21d A ddedl vl edl.

2R.ALUPHER R 2iis #lsn yad-e O S(Rur o el Jclal 58 8.
“adl eastdl Yool [Beui vl vdatadl As un Asa Guaoy Al A3 HA AL As s
ARSI Qo) YRARAAL sianaudi Al qofl.” 21 2ddd 243 Yt wAR0A dUudi d
58 8, '

“It is difficult to conceive of more authoritative, independent and impartial body than
this Delegation to inverstigate the allegations against the British rulers in India... the report of
the Delegation may be taken as the album of fairly representative pictures depicting the
suffering of the Indian patriots had to bear for the sake of their motherland” (p. xxxii).

Ret BlRa Awsall WA s suadt 2udd/auduel-dl durt e 20 dedlaxt
Sl Y WHReLd, @ 2 g daed QAR 59l 3B ... 21 A&l 2dadn
Wattll ugey® 1% (Eedl tuctsdll At sl Wa AR grlld GRR sl A5 weidiu
Wiy Axns Wl asw.”

D
2wl vl urcia-iii (Preface) Ry adladldst-l G st sl [R_Ae @l B,
CAASY AL HRLAdL sl Adlfaes ouotdl HIR oot sl AUASR Sl 8. 1 SlAsiuni
el GlHUAMHIAL A5 B, A A SRGA Rl wulc wouHl Al o« wedl ASA 3

* quq, neuger Waudl, sl Al W, 204U - 3¢¢00q. Hl., AWy 12301
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AU @l A Fasll A uedl 8w A, v sdl il Al 2iou6-L el dpudl
8. %l o 8 3 Al Reuidl 3l 2ilQd uReud Q- sd... yhd Rl yeudaldlq
Yoy o 8. uRad 2y 2l F e we uedt 82 7 (y. xv).

“...I fear the ultimate result of their folly in India must be disaster... statesmanship is
dead in the post-war world and India like other countries suffers in consequence” (p. xv).

el wodla . Aue udye Wl AdiuRdl-l 2umd oguey 3 sis day wR
duiR L edl. @R dlidley dani (aile WRne Wi2) vt R A1 AR YA et w2l
Qopiall duR 59 il odl. (y. R9).

Ay sivreiordl yeu uqRdl - Al v AR QA 1 vdaaul 2uly S,
R3RaL Houd HRail 219 gl gl sl vtag. a2l gsi+ 0 Qewt A wdle + s
AWDD Sl HAAL ARPOL sdl. UG AleslA [Brasiadiql Huet sl 2iddl R, uat
R3RorL vai ot Qlaell [RRall stusdl gsil xARA wes Werdl QR oeel A,
Wt vRAeL ad-l 51292 sz Anqaq qeid 1ol . ¥ A SR Yl U B0
ecdl, dxld Vel 2 A1 UA Al D90 L A el voL el HHRAHD Guedl s
Rvs1ReL AHASL (uanl) edl, 2 A o oloid URwsRA AsAdlg 5120 edl. g5ER SIAUA
UYL 5L A9l gll. AxlA &R ecl ¥ [Aall argadl Houad dl el A duald s A uw
o, 2 GuRid, @Rl argildl AurR ay W aleteus AUR edl. (Y. 3¢o).

dadiad yasil Aad A, Aay 2l saeiedl, 2B 2 Al stuBardL, Wy
il eud, Wl A a3+l R 2@l viedl uselH 20l 8. it xS waniell
o 23l Rl 2w Adn el Guasy Wy B,

(11D
el dedl dl. 1¢ disdeiRdl 39 2sAGR MU MeldlE, YAHSLE, WL,

o3, e Yo Breczdl duy adedl Axu-dl oueR, dEldul, HAdl 2 Al adll-dl
yausid dlfl sdl. (WRARe 9, ue-u3y)

qegsipraia ugldl uad WMl (Y. 1¢32) odd gl [odl, wadm
AR (et.d. Rue, Y2dt, sudl, wawalz, 2weie)dl wd uRRR-34L (3. wy-uy) 2wl
8. ¥ E dl. 9 Ay, 13-l A% ARUeHE Al uus-L QAL s AHA WR 5AE
Al NSl A gel HEE 2L Sl dl. 1A el 18R Aol 1ol gdl. ol 2
SIRAAL OAAA Yl @ ol AL BUAL Scll. eI HAH Al HRARAMEL WL Brearni
€00 AWcl2l sl 2l adl. 013U [reairl FoRAR digsiil 390 As A GORUL 1Y AR
Wl ond sl 2l edl. (4. 3e3). Agrous AxgeudHi e avfy ucll dbbundd e
5 A uladdl 3. 20 sl ol ond 530 A dunsll il @l Asue 3. 0041 wild
edl. (y. 3ge).

S22 AUANUR Y-l uldoit QA AeYB 245 g5EIRL 27 Y AL ABR-L
£ AR A R I WR yeodwes 53 el QA uaanl e 3 el wEsd2A
RUAAHL QA2 qas 2L el 3 a2l si3a A Al AR ABR UA as1eR B, Ag AxA
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Udld s1aq us; w1 Al da 2ird Atz Slat 4uddl Qd Adl d 3A=R Wi Waal
W3 2yl Al W e Fell sifeudl sl v, A-erRin A vl e & av]
e 36 2N ol A sl il edl. (3. 224)

iglar el Nelld 2 uRsE6 vRas acuadla udy add adeuue @
ed. ditlail oudl Al 1A Nelld gkl s widg add uedlA s QY ed.
HRRU (Bl Garasll ABRA dl. 21 2sAer- Ay i st wuA R s3d aldlaes
As st WAL Al gell. 2uell Heipll @A R gL A viadi 535 exsdl worail-l
il oL WR SIS AR AT A edl — sl sl owol At 5122 Wl W2t el
Al Jruartiz A ol HRadA Ao ye oue, “uds @2 SR olat B
agi, duilA tediyds 2 (Rl ausd sdl, “oui ydl ReA adadt sing <R wy, Aidad
Ay WY’ (Y. 3u9).

FHEYA R eRUR dUrll AL suy-glsAA UsfA N 4 %S ot sul oue,
WHAdER, eudpeusl You AdeusHl ucll Al. sibusdAn usdl ouwi. wrdded ool
el fl. dlouetdAd Al AAU %L Qoll gdl, A ds a4 wad WA R v,
Wettrtt adldl wort gl el o widi, &yl 58 oun dze ewdll s, (3. 3ou).

€ Ayldl 30 e IYARAAHL 10 bl qerizlui 1e3¢A Sonl U el
el dlsauil iRl weo el ol edl. i o wH e Yl el sy Ry
Al Ml 1040 AR UYL Scll 2 ALSAYHL HR MRl 1ey sl ol edl. Yanelaui
Ag WLl 2gsA 1y, U A g od. WRAR 2, Y. 423).

Welludiouniafl Yo scUHl dd AL AU YR 2UeieH] Al sami vied).
AR Azydut AAEAAL Juani Ndld uda 53, Al Wl AR sesul sl (miw
[Grrdle uew ovid aul oue VA adlue sif edl.

av)

Yot w2 Renl Aul ¢3 Badll ysuidl 13 Raal-dl auu Jeridui
adld sdf edl. AN 90 Rl et Berll vird u2all yeusiani Adld sal sdl.

We spent a fortnight in the Southern Presidency dividing our time between Madras City
(the provincial capital) at the four linguistic areas, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, and Canarese,
which constitute the Province of Madras. From the South we travelled through Orissa to
Bengal and Assam. (ay [Qoldl %R %2l y. ©-¢)

sl wnader JREUA eue 3 digsirl e 3¢ el axdlaizll eoi 2l
U el el stalul s edl. AFaul swarL y2ad usie sl gl aoeudl 2 21
g, dslari @l udal A5 sl Ui A eu sl Adw uuL gdl. 104l 1w el
SR dlsl YR eadl didlue sl odl. viflan Breal oddl wyN wedllA wudd ¥ wiu,
gl 2 WrddelR 3 Wel RN S R 2L 4 Sell. Aol 20l U 3 € i
deflR Ad wawd edl, 2 2leontl 2 1007 MEY A WRAMHL 2 edl. (Y. 19¢-1¢1).

SASWHL dl. 19 AR, 133+ A% (sd AuA U2 Vel g1l bl sami suc).
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nelsidlal youd Reandlal edi. Jadadl ol B 3 s udl 4g 4 edl.
2B Ai A 2ady 4 edl MY AWHLAAS adt s 2 A ed. BR WA
S AN R Wl edl. oA AY e 3 Fl RAUS UL et Al et s3
sestal sdl. Aai WA yRL 20l o AdeR sl . (Y. 1¢R).

RSl 4o A R sy 2l ¥ ezl gt u RIREL sl J2ans slsAil
42 A @l il QA wad sul edl. qiud 3o el g dlaanl suel. Wi gru
Q et3l gsirt uR 3L sl el Al AA 2 9L et Wl R g, U dA A L Sl
.05 Ul A sesill. As 2t VA 1A L HRAL B, 25 52 A ARAR 2],
Ui JRBla-L s wed ugy s3A edl.

Three boys who received medical attention had to be detained and rested for several
hours. They were all in great pains. The lathi blows had left deep marks (g. 1¢3).

2l 2 ouadl WAL vel ddil Wl duHsl v Fadl el edl. WL adH
42 oude sudidl Awdy Wy © -

. Al Qe A ad oS, g2 Rad Asid el old s,
ardls sesik 2 [l wusl,

wusefld, 216tg A3l S1AL dAUL UM,

. YRNAL ool 8sa 3¢ ddld yausdl,

. ooUcsR A ety ad-.

Aol WAL wust aded w1 uid uid g W \.

“The extent to which ill treatment of women has occured, has varied from province
to province and our informatiton, is that in Bombay City, women volunteers and workers have
on the whole treated better... Gujarat was the subject to maltreatment of women” (ay (ol
W2 gl Y. 1eU-1ee).

W)l UL R ddrig wet Uid Hid Rt 2g] 8. wudl Wl Guasy lRdl yeso
qou§ Rl 2l Wl adt sighl Aol 2 WA Adl WAL adH sl AR € 8.

2. Qldleid 33 Rual Aesiotedl Y3ldHert WwiHl dl. ¢ e, 13- A%
SR uealt AS @l el i vRell el eRAAR Aol Wil edi. dHeil AR A A
Y el s250 MRARL e, L YR 2 gl dldl lsag ed 2R A Aot 4 AUl edi.
dl. 12 Aladl A% Brear <l 0 e Aaddedi AS e gAY +BSA 21 w2l Wl
Asde il $esiz sl o, S QARME 2 uel w2 YA A5 W wuay
AL ), Fell AR Nrrlleni Sesiz sl vl el wt Al sl 83 gesiRak
el dad 3w 2un Qe $esR sl 2l 4 edl. (Y. 200).

V)
R UgRA RUdld 2R Biest A 2y ARl AR YR A4S edl. dst 2lasusu
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Yoful RAC Adleeldld dl. ¢--1¢3 A% dRAl BRY el 31.33 arvtl s e
quig waude. wru eluiell [Bedi siuid sami 2uadl argal-l Budi auet qaidl ad
edl ¥ v>ddlani 20d vissddl we Wy § -

2l 1¢R0O-30  1¢30-3% 1¢31-32 - in hundred thousand Rs.

(e 10,310 €,1¢  ¥,¥9¢ Note : A thousand hundred is roughty
£ 7500-

AL R,3U¢ ,%41  1,13Y¥

$in ¥U3 ¢l 13

dadl €43 ¥ua 3€1

eiRdly Slagi Sl (THO) werl ARt wenellu Geollusni [Brdl-is e s¢
3 13l S(RuL dlar JRxdaA Redi QRY oL 53¢ A e W s HRE 2
W Ay 8§ vydl, viRuR, AN vl aosdl v AHHL 582 5l edl. @Al e
AR O 3 0t sPanAA A aner WAl A odl 3 RBed dlsl age uxdly vuaell AR ua alidle
Fal Al Al 2sfd ual sdt. Fuas, Ml 2udd o Heed auidley, Aegd
AFRYA, dettiedls, AR A Ay oo A U edl. 1A% A 3 AL R A
Jadlatririt ueA2 s YaA9irl UYTAL s g Bl AU F ¥R B [|USUA, @caAdl A
AAAL (Rl 247 0BSR) L oot B, Al AGHIAHL aY WU, Rl dAl VAl SHRA
R YRud WRRAM ciua 2 wsd AR, 2u yua-l A8 s QA s A5 e A edl.
dduul, (e e epardl weant Ay widlanl w3Ruidn yeld: 2ueirud s34 edl.

(Qfay ol yasia-ar wReud dedl 2 Wd Aty wiudl . sidaiani 2udl 8.
“aariall S, edl dul vzl QAL Asu o, 2 AdAlgHARL x4 vl o ueulad
sul .. 20 2l Si3 A5 vor wlkiaell ArAU ua sdl... §A AL AesR QAL 816 uwL
sierdl (efwre) Adsis wnd 4 wsd AR, s yui 2idl o QAR HAAdL sdl.
(4. ¥es).

“In the desire of the self-government and the opposition to repression and Ordinances
there was unity. This unanimity has made great impression on us... the Congress was the

strongest political party in this country.... and that without its cooperation no constitution can
be worked satisfactorily. Even officials shared this view” (p. 463)
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[eetmi 2 orsisl el aduiddl edl. ole 39 AHisdoR 1o Al wead yduen
orRisisl (el viadt Breal oi-iqainil el dul vdueunisl Ry, AR A yiel
dlgst 48 A ssisil by, sdly, diEls, WL 20 Aday digst Al e
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Brecll otrlqaii e,

DIREE

gleril wedt Rreaiall gget-oget wA] Hird qitsd A0l WA, AAAAL WNRYILAL
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2L AL-NAA ANYRA, LA 2 Dol ounlell Houl § w2l oM €3N dUL
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Obverse

Reverse

. : ¢ ; : Wine cup of Jahangir,
Rama-Siya silver coin Chandragupta lind (Gold Coin) X : :
issued by Akbar, 1605 A.D. 5th century A.D. his name inscribed, 1617 A.D.
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