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PREFACE

We are happy to publish for the first time the Kavyasiksa ( also
called Kavidiksi) by Acarya Vinayacandra who flourished in the latter
half of the thirteenth century. Though the work attracted the attention
of the scholars since 1937 when it was first known by some of the extracts
given in the Discriptive Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Jaina Bhandaras
at Patan, no one attempted to edit it as only one MS was available and
that too was incomplete. On my request Dr. H. G. Shastri, the Asstt. -
Director of B. J. Institute of Learning and Research, Ahmedabad has
edited it and I must thank him for the trouble he has taken to give
correct readings as far as possible. In this task he was helped by Rev.
Muni Shri Punyavijayaji who is always ready to help the scholars.

The publication of this work is made possible by the grant-in-aid
from the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India, and we are very much
thankful to the said Ministry for this generous grant. '

In order to acquaint their pupils with the secular literature of the
times and also to train them to produce such literature, some of the Jaina
Acaryas had engaged themselves in the activity of writing secular works.
Among them, Aciarya Hemacandra tops the list. Acarya Vinayacandra
follows him and adopts a lucid and simple style for this important work
meant mainly for the beginners in the art of poetry. As the main purpose
of the work is to introduce the beginners in the art of poetry we should
not expect from the author the discussion of the intricate problems of
the poetics. But it is sure that the author tries to make the entry very
easy. in the portals of the large and splendid palace of poetic art by
providing the fundamental steps of information regarding language, the
words to be used, metres and the world around us. No one, though endow-
ed with great intellect and intuition, can produce the great work of poetic
art, if he is innocent of what is necessary for poetry. This work should
be judged bearing in mind the scope and purpose the author had in view.
And if we try to evaluate the work in this manner we would find that
the author has achieved his goal.

Ahmedabad : ‘ Dalsukh Malvania
27-10-64






INTRODUCTION

Selection  for cdiling :

- Ever since 1937 when the Descriptive Calalogue of Manuscnpts n
the Jaina Bhandars at Paian was published, the Kavyasiksa by
Vinayacandra drew attention of scholars for some of the remarkable'
references contained in the select extracts quoted from it in the Catalogue.
But the work is available only in the form of a single manuscript which
again is incomplete. However, it was high time for the work to be
published, though no other manuscripts of it have come to light so far
and though the missing folios of the known manuscript are not recovered.

It was at the instance of Pt. Dalsukh Malvania, the Director of
Lalbhai Dalpatbhai Institute of Indology that I undertook the editing of
this valuable work that remained unpublished so far.

Material of Mss. :

As the original palm-leaf Ms. of the work was not available outside
the premises of the Bhandar at Patan, I prepared a provisional press—
copy of the work on the basis of a modern copy of the ms., which I
could procure for long through the courtesy of Muni Shri Punyavijayaji.
The copy was made in the traditional form of old mss. by Shri Gordhandas
H. Trivedi in V.S. 1971 at the instance of Pravartaka Shri Kantivijayaji.-
It consists of 52 folios measuring 11"x4%’; and is preserved in the
Atmaram Jain Jnanamandir at Baroda. The copy-ms. facilitated my
work to a large extent.

On the completion of the provisional press-copy prepared on the.
basis of the copy-ms. I went to Patan for consulting the original ms.’
The place represents the old capital of Gujarat and is situated in the
Mehsana District of the State. The ms. of this work lies in the Sanghvi
Pada Jain Bhandar at Patan, The custodian of the Bhandar was kind
enough to give me full access to the ms. at his place. Through the full
and active co-operation of my friend Pt. Amritlal Bhojak I collated my
provisional press-copy with the original ms. verbatim et literatim and
corrected several misreadings noticed in the press-copy based on the
copy-ms. The original ms. is a palm-leaf ms. Its folios measure 133"’ x
11", It is incomplete, the last folio bearing No. 177. ['welve folios even
in the extant portion of the ms, are missing. These missing folios are
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nos. 73, 76, 85, 95, 130, 135, 143, 147, 148, 157, 171 and 173. The
written side of the first folio is illustrated here as a specm:len

Editing :
The availablity of only a single ms. and its incompleteness, coupled

with the rapid collation of the provisional press-copy with the original
ms. on account of the limited sphere of its accessibility, have given rise
to some shortcomings in editing thig work. Hence I have followed the
practice of presenting the original readings as faithfully as possible,
without correcting them at my discretion. Several corrections suggested
mgenuous]y by Muni Shri Punyavqayajl while going through the printed
forms of the work, are incorporated in the corrigenda, which also contain
corrections of misprints. Pt. Ambalal P. Shah, one of the General Editors
of this Series, also contributed some suggestions while correcting the’
proofs. I acknowledge my sincere thanks to the institutions and persons’
that have supplied me with the mss. as well as the persons that have
given me their guidance and co-operation.

Some of the missing folios fortunately contain quotations from earlier
works. I have tried to recover their contents from the context and
inserted the missing portions in large brackets.

The Title of the Work :

As the concluding folio of the ms. is missing, the puspika of
the work along with the prasasti of the author is not available.
But the extant concluding portions of its paricchedas contain
) pubgﬁikﬁs. The puspikas of the first four paricchedas entitle the work
as Kavyasiksa, while the puspiki of the fifth pariccheda substitutes
Kavisiksa for Kavyas$iksa. The opening verse of the first pariccheda
introduces the work as Kavyas§iksa. The concluding verse of -the first
pariccheda contains the word Kavi§iksa, but there the form seems used
to denote the subject rather than the title of the work. Thus the author
of the work seems to have both the terms {avya$iksé and Kavi$iksa in
his view, but his predilection is for the former. The exposition of kavya
and $tksas in the opening pariccheda, too, favours this inference. If the
concluding folio were not missing, the final puspikid of the work would
have given the exact title of the work. However, in view of the
available data cited above, the work seems to be entitled Kavyasiksa
rather than Kavisiksa.

Contents of the Work :

The work is divided into paricchedas.
- In the opening verse of the first pariccheda, the author pays his

respects to Goddess Bharati (Sarasvati) as well as to the Speech of Guru
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Bappa Bhatti; and expresses his intention to compese Kdvyasiksa on the
basis of various $astras., Then he expounds the terms bhale, arhawi and
Om mamah which mark the auspicious beginning.

Pariccheda I is entitled Siksa-pariccheda. Havmg introduced in brief
the definition and purpose of Kiavya and the utility of siksds in its
composition, the author presents certain $iksas (instructions) for the
composition of Kiavya (poetry), such as examples of the non-exposition
of existing phenomena and the exposition of non-existing phenomena,
examples of composition in various metres, examples of the description
of various colours, the sub-varieties of the circular shape, the depiction -
of various qualities and the vivid description of various topics to be
described in a mahakavya. ’

Pariccheda II deals with Kriyd-nirpaya. A number of verbs given in
" their third person singular forms are enumerated in verse. Then follows
an exposition of numerous verbs given in prose along with their roots,
meanings and ganas.

Pariccheda III, entitled Lokakausalya-pariccheda, makes the reader
conversant with the various ways of the world. Here the author first
enumerates several entities numbering one, two, three etc. ranging upto
eighty-four laksas. Next he expounds terms of collective nouns including -
the names of regions constituting different numbers of places. Then he
gives some select sayings (abhanikas) in Sanskrit and Prakrit.

The author then gives examples of verses composed through conver-
sance with various branches of learning, well-known works of the past
and various subjects of general knowledge.

He next proceeds to supply illustrations of kivya that delights the
ear through the repetition of similar syllables. Kavya here includes
literary compositions in prose, according to its wide conception in Sanskrit
poetics. The author, accordingly, quotes several passages from the
Harsacarita. Lastly he enamerates several similes (#pamdas) for a number
of various topics to be described in Poetry.

Pariccheda IV deals with bijavydvarnana. It contains examples of
the description of bjas of various topics such as Jina, Hara, Brahms,
Hari and so on. Here also some of the examples are cited from the
Harsacarita. Then follow examples of metaphor, hyperbole and other
figures of speech.

Pariccheda V presents a lexicographic exposition of homonyms
(anekarthas) arranged according to different principles. In the first

2
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section the homonyms are classified according to the number of their
syllables, ranging from: one to five. Then follows a similar treatment .
of indeclinables (avyayas). A separate treatment is then: given- to the .
individual letters of the alphabet. Then homonyms are first classified
aéCording' to their final consonants and then arranged according to the
number of their syllables The whole pariccheda is composed. in vcrse. '

Parlccheda VI expounds the sallent features of Rasas and Bhavas,
m the form of ssatras, vytti- and udaharanas. It deals with nine Rasas,.
the corresponding nine Sthayi Bhivas and the thirty-three Vyabhicari
Bhavas. The MS. ends abruptly wifh the first letter of the siitra enumerat- .
ing the eight Satlvika Bhavas. This topic may . have been followed by -
that of the Rasabhdsas and the Bhavabhdsas. The missing matter, which
is here drawn from the remaining portion of the second adhyaya of
Ka’vyﬁnus’dsaﬁa by Hemacandricarya and inserted in large brackets, seems.
to have covered two folios following the last extant folio of the incomplete
MS. Unless and until the missing portion of the work be recovered, it
is difficult to ascertain whether the work ended with this pariccheda.

The Author of Kavyas$iksa :

As' the ‘concluding folios of the MS. are missing, the Pradasti of the’
author (which the MS. may have contained at the end) is not available.
The Puspikis of the Paricchedas supply some information about the
author of the work. The Puspikia of Pariccheda I introduces the work
as compiled by Sri Vinayacandracarya, the author of twenty Prabandhas;
and the Pugpikas of the following Paricchedas represent the work as
composed by Acarya Sri Vinayacandra, All the Puspikas introduce.
Kavyadiksa as Vinayanka, i. e.,, marked with the word Vinaya, which
invariably figures in the concluding verse of every Pariccheda. Thus the
work is composed by Acirya Sri Vinayacandra, who was known as the ,
author of twenty Prabandhas,

Of the other works of this author, only two are known so far. One
of them is a mahakavya entitled Mallisvamicarita published under th.e,,b
title of Mallinathacaritra in the Yasovijaya Jain Series in the Vira yearﬁ
2438 (1911 A. C.). The common appellation Vinayanka ascribed to that
mahakivya bears testimony to the identification of its author Vinaya- !
candra with the author of Kavyasiksa. In the Prasasti given in the
mahakavya Vinayacandra is represented as the pupil of Raviprabha, a
learned scholar who composed various works and attained salvation on -
Mt, Raivata (Girnar). The mahakiavya was composed by Vinayacandra
at the instance of Narendraprabha, pupil of Narasimbasiri. It was edited
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by Pradyumﬁaeuri, pupil of Kanakaprabha, who was a pupil of Muni
Devananda. The Prasasti does not mention the dite of the cornposVuon
of the mahikavya. His Kalikicaryakathd, too, is undated.

But the age of the author may be inferred from the known - dates
of the personages associated with him. Raviprabha is known to have
written Silabhavandvyiti in V. E. 1229 (1172-73 A. C.). Narendraprabhasiiri
mentioned in the Prasasti seems identical with Narendraprabhasiiri, the
pupil of Naracandrasiiri, who is well-known as the preceptor of Mahamaitya
Vastupala (V. E 1276 to 1296 = 1220-1240 A.C.) on his maternal side.
Narendraprabhasﬁri wrote Alankaramahodadhi in V. E. 1282 (1225—'26 A.C),
while Naracandrasiri expired in V. E 1287 (1230-31 A. C.). Pradyumna-
siri wrote Samaradityasamksepa in V.E. 1324 (1267-68 A.C.) and
Pravrajyavidhana-malasuddhi in V. E. 1338 (1281-82 A. C.). The author
is also known to have edited Dharmavidhivyiti written by Udayasimha-
siri at Candravati in V. E. 1286 (1229-30 A.C.). From these data the
literary activities of Acarya Vinayacandra may be assigned to the
thirteenth century A. C., preferably in the second (and third ) quarters
of the century.

This period witnessed the reign of the Caulukya kings Bhimadeva
II (upto 1242 A.C€.), Tribhuvanapila (1242-1244 A, C.), Visaladeva
(1244-1262 A. C.) and Arjunadeva (1262-1275 A. C.). The literary circle
of Mahamatya Vastupala (1220—1240 A. C.) accordingly seems, to have
included Acirya Vinayacandra. ‘

From the known places of the persons associated with him' Vinaya-
candra seems to have. flourished in Gujarat. The geographical references
made in- Pariccheda III corroborate this assumption.

Acarya Vinayacandra, the author of Mallisvamicarita and Kdvy'as’iksa'
is sometimes identified with Vinayacandra, the author of Kalpanirukia
(datedV E. 1325) Dipalikakalpa (dated V. E. 1345), Munisuvratacarita,
Nemindathacatuspadika and Uvaesamalakahanaya-chapaya, but Acarya
Vinayacandra, the pupil of Raviprabhasiiri, is obviously distinct from his
namesake who was the pupil of Ratnasirhhasiiri. As the latter seems to
be a junior contemporary of our author, he is mistaken to be identical,
but the confusion cannot hold good any longer.

The Author’s indebiedness to earlier scholars :

The author makes express references to several authors and works.
Sometimes he quotes from certain works without specifying the source,
Among the several scholars referred to by him expressly or impliedly,
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some seem to have had conmsiderable bearing on the Kdvyasiksi by
Acirya Vinayacandra.

In the opening verse of the work he makes obeisance to the Speech
of Bappabhatti. He refers to th- latter as Guru, but he was the pupil
of Raviprabhasiiri, while Bappabhatti flourished in V. E, 800-895 ( 743-838
A. C.), i. e., about four centuries earlier than Vinayacandra. The reference,
therefore, implies that Vinayacandra here expresses his indebtedness to
some work composed by Bappabhatti and makes obeisance to the latter
simply as a remote Guru. The other reference to Bappabhatti, made in
Pariccheda 1V with respect to the composition of poetry, also seems to
bear a similar implication. Bippabhatti was reputed for his wide and
deep learning as Siddhasarasvata, Vadikuiijarakesari etc. No work on
poetics or on instructions in poetry, composed by Bappabhatti, is known to
us at present, but the versatile scholar definitely seems to have contributed
some work, from which Vinayacandra: drew much of his material and
which seems to have been extinct by this time.

At the end of enumerating the kdvya-siksis in Pariccheda I ( verse
217), the author ascribes them to Raviprabhagani, who evidently seems
to be his preceptor. In this subject the author may have received oral
and direct instructions from his preceptor, who is not known to have
contributed any written work on Kavya$iksa.

Though the author does not expressly acknowledge his indebted-
ness to the works of Hemacandracirya, his work contains a number of
porﬁons that are more or less drawn from. the works of the Great
Acarya, who flourished in Gujarat in V. E. 1162-1229 during the reign
of Siddharija Jayasimha and Kumarapala and whose works had considerable
bearing on the local Jaina scholars of subsequent times. A portion of
Pariccheda I (pp. 3-5) of Kavya$iksa seems mainly drawn from Adhyaya
1 of Kavyanusasana by Hemacandracarya. On p. 5 the author cites a verse
from the latter’s Yogasisira On p. 8 he alludes to the opening verse of
the Sabianusasana by Acarya Hemacandra. In Pariccheda IV he quotes
several verses from the latter’s Abhidhanacintamani and Vitardgastotra.
Paricchedd V contains some evident bearing of Aawnekarthasamgraha by
Hemacandracarya. As regards Pariccheda VI, the s#éras, the vritsi and
almost all the wddharanas are taken ad verbatim from the latter’s Kavya-
nudasana. Thus in the composition of Kavyasiksé Acarya Vinayacandra
is considerably indebted to the various works by Acirya Hemacandra.

The verses in the Kriyanirnaya-Pariccheda or at least their contents
are drawn from Kriydnighanta by King Vira Pindya, as the author
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acknowledges at the end (verse 97). The collections of MSS. contain some
works entitled Kriyanighantu, but none of them is known to have been
composed by King Vira Pandya. In the history of the Paindya kingdom
in South India Vira Pandya figures as the son and successor of King
Parikrama Pindya and he seems to have reigned from about 1166 to 1180
A.C. Thus he was a contemporary of King Kumarapila and Acirya
Hemacandra. If the king's Kriyanighanta comes to light, we may be in
a position to ascertain the extent of its bearing on the Kriyanirpaya-
Pariccheda of Kavyasiksa.

Among the earlier authors, Bana Bhatta is found to have great
bearing on the author of Kavyasiksa. In Paricchedas III and IV the
author quotes several passages from his Harsacarita, though he nowhere
makes. any specific reference to the source. While citing examples of
poetic passages in prose, he always draws upon Harsacariia by Biana
Bhatta, giving no examples from the well-known prose works by
Subandhu, Dandin and Dhanapila or even from Kdadambari by Bana
Bhatta. Thus Harsacarita seems to be especially favourite to Vinayacandra.
Bapa Bhatta, the biographer of Emperor Harsa, was a contemparary of
the Emperor, whose reign is dated 606 to 647 A.C.

Thus Bapa Bhatta, Bappa Bhatti, Acarya Hemacandra, Vira Pandya
and Raviprabha Siiri seem to have had considerable bearing on the author
of Kavyasiksa.

References to other authors and works :

1In his Kavya$iksa Acarya Vinayacandra ‘also alludes to some other
authors and some other works in addition to those mentioned above. In
Pariccheda IV he enumerates names of sixteen eminent authors, viz.,
Vyasa, Valmiki, Trivikrama, Dhanafijaya, Kalidasa, Magha, Bharavi, Bina,
Gupiadhya, Abhinandi, Sriharsa, King Bhoja, Subandhu, Dhanapila,
Bilhapa and Rajasekhara (p. 104 A). The authors are not enumerated
in chronological sequence, but the latest among them seems to be Sriharsa,
the author of Naisadhacarita. This mahakivya had already been popular
in Gujarat through Poet Harihara during the time of Mahamétya Vastupila.
Vinayacandra has cited cxamples from the works of some of the authors
enumerated here, such as Kailidasa, Magha, Bbharavi, Biapa, Abhinandi
and Rajasekhara.

In Pariccheda III the author refers to Magha, Bharavi, Kailidasa,
Trivikrama and Dhanapala (p. 79). ’

He also alludes to Sarvavarman, the author of Kdtanl.m‘ (pp. 8 and
110) as well as to Bharata, the authcr of Ndfyasasira (pp. 137 and 147),
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‘In the context of ‘upamanas the author makes mention of eminent
‘Jaina scholars, 'such as Gautamasvamin,  Sayyambhavasiri, Bhadrabahu,
‘Haribhadra, Silanka, Sakatdyana and Umasvati (p. 104 A ). Unfortunately
the names of the succeeding scholars- are lost in the missing folio that
“followed. Otherwise the list may have included names .of Bappabhatgl,
Hemacandra and Raviprabha.

The author also makes references to Kumarasambhava (p. 5 ), Parsva-
caritra (p. 9) Katantravyakh_)a, (p. 8) and Tattvopaplava (p, 156) in
'addition to the works mentioned above. o

Cztafzons from other literary works :

, -~ In his Kavyasiksa the author is found to have also cxted from- the
followmg poetlc works, which are: not specnﬁed by name :— fod

Mahabharata (p. 109)

Ramayana (p. 33 ). ci
Kumirasambhava (pp 53, 136 137 &ec. )¢
Meghadiita ( pp. 136, 148 )

Raghuvamsa (pp. 56, 79, 142 &c. )
Vlkramorvaéxya Qp 45)
Abhl]ﬁanasakuntala ( pp. 138, 140, 144)
Nagananda ( p. 138) _
Mudraraksasa (p. 144) - - & S w

- Kiratarjuniya ( p. 146) ‘ . e -

~ Sisupalavadha or Maghakavya ( pp.. 55, 141, 146) el

" Malatimadhava ( pp. 139, 142, 145) . S

- Mahaviracarita ( pp. 143, 144)

Uttarariamacarita ( pp. 141, 144, 145, 147)

. Vairagya$ataka ( pp. 139, 140))

Srutabodha ( p. b)

Ventsarhhara ( pp. 138, 146) |

Kuttanimata ( p. 95) o

Amaruéataka ( pp. 60, 134, 135 145)

Hanumannataka ( p. 140)

Viddhasalabbaiijika ( p. 56 )

Bilardmayana (p. 150 )

Padyakidambari (p. 58)

Citrabhdrata (p. 56)

'Kanaka]anaki (p.'59)
Amrtatarangakavya (p. 59).
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~.Some of these quotations.the author may have drawn through earlier:
works. ‘on | poetics rather. than from the nngmal Jlterary works. . These.
works seem to, be as_follows:: C

"*:Kﬁvyidaréa ( pp. 138, 146 )
'Bhattendura ]élOCana (Up. 134y
Abhmavaguptalocana ( P. ‘133
Abhinavabhirati ( pp. 133, 134)
‘Dagariipakavaloka (p. 142)
'Aumtyavmaracarca (p. 139)
‘Kavyanusasana (pp 133, 136, 138 &c )
‘Alankaramahodadhl (p. 5). o

B Some of the verses c1ted in Kavya§zksd -can .now, be traced only to ‘,
to later .. anthologles such as Kav:ndrasamuccaya Saduktlkarnamr!;a,-
Snbbisitavah Subhasltaratnabhandagara and Subhasitaratnakosa, ‘which

ascribe the verses to the followihg poets :

Vasundhara (p. 58) Subhanka (p. 142)

Vakpatiraja (p. 136 ) Dhanika (p. 143)

Vaiddoka (p. 137) ‘. -Adbhutapunya.{p. 143)

. Kalasaka (p 141) Kesata (p. 143).
The sub]ect of Kavyaétksa :; ’ ) 4

The science of poetics evolved in dncient India sirice long. It dealt’

with the definition ' of poetry, - its basic grounds, its classification "‘etc.
Emphasis on the different characteristics of poetry gave rise to differert '
s¢hools ‘of Indian poetics, such ‘as the Rasa school, the Alankira school, -
the Riti school, the Vakrokti school and the Dhvani school. Several scholdrs -
contributed to’the 'evolution of these schools; and ~most of the later
scholars like Mammata tried to co-ordinate the different theories. As -
regards - the contribution of Gujarat to the developmeént of Sansktit -
paetic's,-*’ Kavyanusasana by Hemacandra, Kavyaprakasa-samketa - “by
Mipikyacandra and 4lanlcam mahodadhz by Narendra.prabhasun deserve
specml notice. : :

erters on Sansert Poetics held different views about the factors_”
that constltute the basic grounds of Poetry. Some hold that poets aref;
bprn and that the basic ground of poetry is Pratibha (. Poetic Genius )‘
whlch is mborn But some othera contend that poets are as much born :
as made and that Pratibba, Vyutpatti (Proﬁc;lency atta.med by a study )
of the dxffe;‘ent branches of learning and a close - observation of the
w,qud) and Abhyasa (Practlce) together make a Poet. Some even mam,:
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tain that poets, even if not born, could be made and that even
Pratibhi can be produced. Even if a person be endowed with Pratibha -
Sahaja or Utpadyi, he has to get conversant with grammar, vocabulary,
prosody, poetics, literature, arts and sciences as well as with the various
ways of the world of men, animals, vegetation and other elements of
the Nature. Instructions could:- be given to a budding poet in-this respect.
He could be instructed in the various sciences conducive to the com-
position of Poetry, as, for example, in grammar, vocabulary, prosody,
figures of speech, rasas and bhivas and so forth. He could be even
supplied with set words and phrases that suited the various metres and
the various figures of speech. The study of Poetics may make him
proficient in the theoretical discourse on Poetry, but these? instructions
could serve him directly in the practical procedure of poetic compositions.
Hence the subject of Instructions to Poets in the composition of Poetry
developed side by side with Poetics, In course of time the subject was
styled Kavisiksa or Kavyasiksa. \

Liteyature on Kavyasiksa :

In the beginning instructions to aspiring poets may have been given
orally, but in course of time they were gradually put to writing. Some
scholars began to adopt topics of Kavyagiksa in their works on Poetics.
Ksemendra (Llth cent.), for instance, included some of these topics in
his Aucityavicaracarca and Kavikanthabharana. Acirya Hemacandra and
the two Vagbhatas purposely incorporated these topics along with
the general theories of Poetics. But none of these could serve as direct
and complete manuals, to the budding poet. By this time some also
contributed direct manuals that could guide the aspiring poet in the
practical aspect of his pursuit. The earliest known work on this subject
is Kavisiksa by Acarya Jayamangala, who seems to have flourished in
Gujarat during the reign of Siddharaja Jayasimha (1094-1143 A. C.). Kavi-
kalpatataviveka by an anonymous author, too, is an early - work on the
subject, as its MS. is dated V. E. 1205 (1143-49 A.C.). Kavyakalpalata
composed by Thakkura Arisimha and Amaracandrasiiri, who flourished
in the literary circle of Mahamatya Vastupala (1220-1240 A.C.), is a
well-known work on this subject. It is elucidated by Amaracandrasari
through™ his commentary entitled KaviSiksa, which presents a continuous
annotation on the Karikas of the original work. Kavyasiksa by Acirya
Vinayacandra was written almost about the same time, but it is
planned differently. Kavyakalpalata by Deveévara ( csrca 14th cent.) is
written on the model of the earlier Kavyakalpalata mentioned above.
These treatises naturally do not deal with the conventional topics of
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Poetics. They are meant chiefly as manuals to guide the poet in his
profession. They supply instructions to the aspiring poet in the practical
art of composing Poetry. The Instructions render him valuable service in
the composition of Poetry, which is regarded to be a more or less
mechanical Ars Poctica.

The treatment of the subject in Kavyasiksa :

In the opening verses of the work, Acirya Vinayacandra announces
that he draws the subject-matter of the Kawvyasiksa from the study of
various $astras and that he writes the treatise for instruction of the
young, i. e. the young ( or aspiring) poet.

While introducing the importance of Instructions ( siksds), the author
makes a passing reference to the gemeral characteristics of Poetry. He
defines Kivya as constituted by Word and Sense, endowed with Gunas.
He thus seems to favour the Alankara School and the Riti School of
Poetics. He does not here include Alankira as a necessary constituent
of Poetry as Acirya Hemacandra does. Though he makes no mention
of Rasa or Dhvani in the definition, he seems to be regarding Gunas
subservient to Rasas, to which he devotes a special Pariccheda. In this
respect he probably follows earlier authors like Mammata and Hemacandra.

~ As regards the purpose of Puetry, the author mentions only Joy
and Glory and thus follows the earlier writers like Bhamaha, Dandin and
Vamana. Unlike Mammata and Hemacandra he does not multiply the
number of the motives underlying the composition of Poetry.

- Then the author contends that Poetry may be smoothly composed by

means of the pure impartations of Instructions. This corresponds to what
Mammata styles Practice under the Instructions ($iksis) of those that
know Poetry.

The author then proceeds to enumerate the numerous and various
activities to be undertaken by an aspiring poet.

In the treatment of metres, he supplies sets of stereotyped words
and phr'ases that would suit the quarters of the different metres. Here
he deals with Anustup, Indravajra, Vasantatilaka, Malini, Mandakrants,
Sikharini. Sragdhara and Sardfilavikridita in particular. He also imparts
instructions for the depiction of different colours, qualities and topics to
be described in a Mahikivya,.’

The Pariccheda on Kriya-nirnpaya implies the emphasis laid by the
author on the importance of the knowledge of the various verbs, their

3
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meanings and their grammatical forms. The assimilation of the two sec-
tions involves repetition of some verbs. Some of the verbal forms given
here are found to be unusual in comparision to those given in the current
Dhatupathas. ' ‘ '

The treatment of Loka-kausalya in Pariccheda III presents the most
fundamental and comprehensive topic of Kavyasiksa. The various objects
numberi‘ng one, two, three etc. are also enumerated in the Kavyakalpalalé
but the author of the Kavyasiksa has treated the topic in more detail.
He generally enumerates even all the individual objects of each calegory
and supplies full information of encyclopaedic character. The enumeration
of the different numbers of places constituting geographical regions
(p. 53) deserves special notice, as it throws light on a number of small
and large groups of places in old Gujarat, Yzsrazaaf e TAH, for
instance, has proved useful in establishing the correct origin of the
current term Carotar (which was wrongly taken to be a corrupt form.
‘of Carutara) and the early capital place of the region.

The enumeration of select abhanakas (sayings) illustrates the impor-
tance of their use in litrature. The author has here cited twenty-five’
Sanskrit and four Prakrit sayings. They deserve special study from the
sociological point of view.

Paricchedas III and IV are both of encyclopaedic character. Some
of the verses seem taken from Kdvydnus’dsana-viveka. by Acarya Hema-
candra, while the prose passages are all cited from the Harsacarita by

Bana Bhatta.

The use of repetitions of similar _syllables is illustrated profusely
(pp. 60 fi.), but the author does not treat the subject in the form of
the different types of Sabdalankaras ( Figures of Sound). Similarly he
cites examples of different types of upama (simile) on pages 74 ff, but
does not treat the topic as a subject of Alankarasastra. The discourse
on Arthotpattibijas (Pp. 92-102) contains examples of riipaka ( metaphor),
but the figure of speech is not specified as such. On p. 83 the author
states that he would illustrate metaphors for triumph over anger etc. in
the discourse on riipaka. This remark may imply that he is going
to devote' a special discourse to Figures of Speech, but no such
discourse occurs in the succeeding pages. It does not necessarily imply
that the Pariccheda on Rasas was followed by a Pariccheda on Alan-
karas, which is lost in the missing portibn of the MS. For on p. 79 the
author remarks that for the further discouse on upumi, the reader way
refer to Alankarasasta. This remark makes it clear that the author did
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not intend to devote any full-fledged discourse on Figures of Speech
onwards. The remark on p. 83, therefore, seems to be applied to some
examples of ripaka cited in the topic of arthotpaiiibijas on pp. 100-102,
wherein triumph over moha, papa etc. is referred to.

The enumeration of the thirty-six types of weapons given at the end
of Pariccheda III seems to be a postscript, as it does not suit the context.
In fact it must have been given betwen the topic of objects numbering
thirty-four (p. 48) and that of objects numbering forty-two (p. 49).

The topic of karaka-siksa (p. 45) is treated casually and cursorily-
at the end of the topic of Jina-vyavarnana. The author deals with topics
of grammar only in relation to the use of set phraseology in Poetry.
Accordingly he enjoins to avoid ungrammatical forms like Bhavanipati
(p. 88). The confusion between Buddha and Bauddha on p. 89 may be
ascribed to the scribe rather than the author. The expressions of Slesa (pun)
given on pp. 109-110 contain technical terms of astrology and grammar.

In the composition of poetry lexicographic lists of synonyms prove
very helpful for the selection of the suitable word. However, the author
- devotes the entire Pariccheda V to homonyms. In the first five kindas he
classifies homonyms according to the numbers of their syllables, and then
arranges the syllables of each group according to the'alphabetic order
of their final consonants. The homonyms are fhen generally sub-arranged
according to the alphabetic sequence of their initial letters, but this principle
is not followed in the section of homonyms of three syllables (pp. 114-
117). The homonym ardhapdravata is included in the section of homonyms
of five syllables, though it deserves a separate treatment under the head
of the section of homonyms of six syllables.

The homonyms first classified according to the alphabetic order of
their final consonants and then sub-classified according to the number
of their syllables are seldom arranged according to the alphabetic order
of their initial letters. For it is very difficult to follow the alphabetic
order of homonyms of each sub-group in the metrical presentation of the
subject. In the alphabetic order followed here ksa is treated as an
independent consonant following ka, while the posxtlon of jiia is retained
in association with ja.

The combination of the two sections involves repetition of some
homonyms, but they contain some homonyms and several meanings that
are not given in Anekarthasamgraha by Acérya Hemacandra..

In Pariccheda VI the author draws all the matterf rom Hemacandra’s
Kavyanusasana, omitting a few minor details here and there,
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Kavyasiksa by Acirya Vinayacandra bears close proXimity to
Kavi$iksd by Amaracandrasiri in time and space, but the two works
widely differ from each other in the selection, sequence and treatment
of their topics. The former seems to have inberited the bearing of Bappa
Bhatti and Acarya Hemacandra through a different line of preceptors.

On the whole Kavyastksa by Acarya Vinayacandra seems to be a
lucid and comprehensive treatise on the subject and would serve as a
valuable manual to the aspiring poet for making literary compositions
in prose as well as in verse.

Indices . ,

The text is supplemented by a General Index of proper names .and
important topics, an Index of the verbs given in Pariccheda II and an
Index of the homonyms treated in Pariccheda V. The General Index will
also serve to trace the references made by the author to early writers
and works as well as the unspecified sources of citations, suggested by
the Editor. ’ ’

Publication :

At the end I express my sincere tbanks to Muni Shri Punyavijayaji
and the General Editors of Lalbhai Dalpatbhai Series for their guidance
and co-operation in the editing of this work. I am.highly thankful to
Shri Dalsukh Malvania, the Director of L. D. Institute of Indology for
undertaking the publication of this work in the scheme of publishing
rare manuscripts with the publication grant-in-aid from the Ministry of
Edu(;aition. Government of India.

Suvas, Azad Society,
“Ahmedabad-6 H. G. SHASTRI

4-9-1964
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