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PREFACE.

- The Manavae Grhya Sitra, with extracts from the com-
mentary of Astivakra, was first edited by Dr. Friedrich Knaner
at St. Petersburg in 1897, The full text of the Sitra, as well
as that of the commentary, are now being printed in the Gaek-
wad’s Oriental Series.

The subject matter of almost all the Grhya Sitras is arran-
ged according to a certain plan. Two especially important epochs
in the domestic life of a Hindu are, on the one hand, the Upa-
nayane which marks the beginning of the period of studentship
of the young Brabmacirin, and on the other hand, marriage,
‘which besides has a special importance for the Grhya ritual from
the = circumstance that as a rule the cultus of the domestic
sarificial fire begins with marriage. Hence, we find that many
‘of the Grhya Stitras begin with the description of marriage, which
is followed by the Saniskdras in due order, namely, conception,
birth,. the ceremony of giving a name to the child, first feeding,
cutting the hair, investing him as a student, and so on. A few of
the Grhya Siitras follow the other order, namely, beginning with
the Upanayana, they describe the Samskdras in due order so
that the ceremony of marriage occupies the middle of the work.
The Manava Grhya Siira however, instead of beginning with
Upanayana or Vivqha, first of all gives the rules to be observed
by a Brahmacarin. The commentator Astivakra also notices
this fact and he has tried to offer a justification for this strange
beginning.* The marriage ceremony is treated at 1. 7. 3. while
the Upanayana comes at the end of the first Purusa 1. 23.

The Minava Grhya Sétra as the name itself indicates
belongs to the Manava School of the Black Yajurveda and as
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such the rules given therein are to be followed by the adherents
of that school. The Sizra however, appears to have three different
names : Maitrayaniya Grhya as mentioned in the beginning of
the commentary, Maitrayaniya Manava Grhya and Minava
Grhya each preceding name being older than the following.
Similarly instead of the usual designation of the Adhydya we
find here the strange designation of Purusa., The commentator
also at the end of each section uses the peculiar name Purana
( ¥} wwsareg™... @t ). Dr. Knaner conjectures that Puruse means
Manava and that the ‘‘ gueat wim: ” is the same as ¢ Faaa am:
He further discusses the question whether the three names Mai-
triyaniya, Maitriyaniya~Manava and Manava are only variations
of an original name or whether they represent the relation of
three different schools. Are we to suppose Maitriyaniya as the
original name or was there some other name unknown to us ?
This is not an idle question, for, according to Von Schroeder’s
conjecture,* Maitriyaniya is a later name for Kilipa and so the
Maitrayaniya Grhya Sitra also might have had another name
for it. Some of the Mantras cited in the Masitrdyaniya Minava
Grhya Sitra with Pratikas are not found in the Maitriyaniya
Samhitd. The Maitrayaniya Samhiti might have stepped in the
place of the Kilipaka Samnrhitda and such a change signifies not
merely a change in the name but also a change of redaction,
however small or great it might be. It would only be a dis-
tinguished teacher who would dare to give a new redaction
of an older text book. The teacher who handed down orally
what existed before was forgotten in course of time, but the
teacher who prepared a new redaction was epoch-making and his
name survived. Thbe commentator of the Mdinava Grhya Sitra
mentions Manavicaryya as the author of owr Sitra.f The word

* Z. D. M. G. Vol. XXXIII, p. 202.
T o= yoRe Jiaerqar gu |
WA, AEEEE: [T ST )
M. G. S, p. 105,
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Manavicaryya can mean a teacher named Manava® although the
word elsewhere and in itself can mean ' a teacher of the Minavas',
Just as a teacher Manava of the Maitrayauiya school is the foun-
der of the Manava Sakha, similarly a Kalipa named Maitrayani
might have been the founder of the Maitrayaniya Sakha. Of-
course, this coes not mean that every writing which goes under
the name of its founder must originate with him. However, even
Purusa and Purana themselves might have been the names of
the teachers of the Manava and Maitriyauiya schools, respectively.

The Minava Grhya Sitra, therefore, seems to be a product of
different schools. As such it is quite natural that the Satra must
have received several additions at different times and from different
hands. Thus the opening sections which give the sg=aai and gesar
as well as the next four sections appear to be later. The
S?mantonnayana ceremony is mentioned twice at 1. 12. 2. and 1. 15.

At the end of the Fivst Purusa we find several Diksis mentioned
which do not appear to be directly connected with Grhya ritual.
In the second Pwrusa we find the ssfiwea ((11. 13.), a rite
consisting of Sthalipaka offerings not wmentioned in the other
Grhya Sitras. Section 11. 14. contains the interesting worship of
the Vinayakas. They are represented as demons which have a
malicious influence on the life aud work of men. They are four in
number, and this section gives an account of the signs by which
the demons manifest themselves, and explains the ceremony by
which they may be appeased and the evil consequences averted.

The Manava Grhya Sttra points to a very ancient state of
Indian society. In the opening section the Brahmacarin is enjoined
not to eat meat and partake of wine.¥ This shows that meat-
eating was not forbidden wholesale but only in certain cases. In
the Madhuparka rite the killing of a cow is a necessity and the

« Buhler: Manu Smrit, S. B. E,, Vol. XXV, p. LXIII
T @ aguiw smefaa—M. G, 1. 1. 12,
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author quotes the Sruti « amar age: 3R Ak 1.9, 22 However,
an option is given later and the cow instead of being killed might
be let loose. A strange rite is mentioned . in connection with the
selection of the bride. Tight lumps of earth brought- from different.
places were to be placed before the girl. If she were to take the
one brought from the cemetery, or from the square, or from a
barren land, she was to be rejected. In the Upanayana ceremony
the author only says ‘ @g# aa# awrzag 1. 22. 1. The. elaborate
rules about the Upanayana of the four different castes are not
given in this Sttra. The killing of a cow was also compulsory
at the time of another rite namely the final Astaka ( SaAtan 54
IGSTASFAT A HICA | A 7 HeTsHAEy qed g, ) 1L 9. 1-2. :

The Mdinava Grhye Sitra appears to be a part of the
great corpus of Sitras of the Minava school. There seems to be a
great parallelism between the literature of the Maitriyaniya and
the Manava schools. These two schools do not only belong to the
Black Yajurveda but to the same branch of it, as may be seen
from the Caranavyiha, which work classes both the Kathas and
the Ciriyaniyas on the one hand, and the Ménavas together
with the six or five other sections of the Maitriyaniyas on the
other hand, as subdivisions of the Caraka Sakhi of the Black
Yajurveda, The Minava Grhya Sitra agrees with the Kithaka
Grhya Sitra very closely; both the works have not only several
entire chapters in common ( e. g., the chapter on sg=af, 3¢, etc. )
but concur everywhere in the arrangement of the subject matter
and in the choice of expression and Mantras.* According
to Dr. Jolly} the Kathas and the Maitrdyaniyas and the MAnavas
were originally neighbours and hence he remarks that the Siitras
of a Sikhi which appears to have sprung up mnear the primi-
tive home of Aryan civilization in India, which was. probably

* Yor details see Dr. Jolly’s paper <Das Dharma Sitra des Vishnu
and Das Kdthakae Grilhye Sitra’ Z. D, M. G., Vol. XXXVI, p. 445.

+ Dr. Jolly. Introduction to Vishnu Smriti, 8. B, B.,.Vol. VLI, p, xvii.
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the original home of the Kathas at the same time, may be far
older than those of mere Siitra schools of the Black Yajurveda,
which have sprung up in South India. The .Mgnava Grhya Sitra
seems t0 have supplanted the older Maitriyaniya Grhya and hence
it cannot claim the same antiquity. However, it appears to be older
than the Grhya Sitras of the later Shtra schools like those

of Apastamba, Hiranyakesi Bhdiradvdja which originated in the
South, i. e., older than 4th or 5th century B. C.

The commentator, as usual, has given no information about
himself. Even the reference to his name, which is supposed to be
Astivakra, is rather doubtful. At the beginning of commentary to
the second Purusa, we find the following stanzas :—

WETAT: AT JAGCHAATT GU | AT ATFATE: QWO T4 0
AIHY XA AT JITAT § GETAM, | A7 WY agrorEat fafwafad o

The commentator has made frequent references to Janu
Smirti, Vasistha Dharma Sistra and several other Srutis without
mentioning their names. He appears to be also well-versed in the
sciences of Grammar and Mimimsi. The commentary is mainly
concerned with giving a full explanation of the text. It is only
on very few occasions that the author enters into an elaborate
discussion about the minute details of a particular rite.

BARODA,
} B. C. LELL.
13th, May, 1926.
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