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"T'he author of this second work in the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series is Vastu-
pala, who with his valour and statesmauship extended and strengthened the
power of King Viradhavala of Dholka. He is, however, better known to us by
his numerous public works and especially the temples on Mount Abu. His
tolerance and cosmopolitism are proverbial. He favoured all creeds and
sects and even built mosques for Mahomedans who were at that time hated
as Mlecchas.! We have got contemporary records of his deeds of valour and
charity and of works of public utility. Besides the various prasastis and in-
scriptions, and prabandhas in the Prebandhachintdmans and Chaturviniati-
prabandha,the glories of his deeds are sung by Somesdvara in his Kirtikaumudi
and by Arisinha in his Swkritasankiriana. Balachandra, the expenses of
whose installation as an Acharya were defrayed by Vastupila, composed after
his death Vasantavilésa,a Mahikavya at the request of Vastupila’s son Jaitra-
sinha. A good deal of valuable information about his career is collected in
Jinaharsha’s Vastupdlackaritra.

/ Vastupéla’s life can be viewed from four different stand-points:—(1) as
‘a minister (2) as a warrior, (3) as a philanthropist and builder of public
places and temples (4) as a patron of poets and himself a poet. The first three
points will be dealt with. in the introductions to the Hammiramadamardana
and Vasantaviléisa. Here we shall see it only from the last view-point.

1 The following from FgW@EFIA in dtdEe of Jinaprabha composed in Samvat. 1385
will illustrate his cosmopolitan nature.
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Vasantapila-the poetic name of Vastupila. It will be seen from the
author’s colophon at the end of each canto of this poem that it bears the name
Vasantapila instead of Vastupila. The author himself makes it clear on this
point that he got this name from Harihara, Somesvara and other poets,?
Balachandra has called his life of Vastupila Vasantavildsa.

The subject of the present work. The present work, whichis a
Mahé&k4dvya in 16 cantos, describes the friendship of Arjuna and Krishna,
their rambles on Mount Girnar and the consequent abduction of Subhadri by
Arjuna. The subject-matter is very scanty as the greater part of the poem is
taken up by the conventional poetical descriptions such as that of the city,
the people, the king and his court, the rise of the sun and the moon and
gathering of flowers. The reader will find that Magha’s stupalamd/za seems
to have been the author’s model. The poem seems to have established itself
among the poetic world, as the 7th verse of its 1st canto is quoted in Jahlana’s
Siuktimuktdvali, One more verse is to be found in the Kavikalpalatd of
Amara,? the celebrated author of the Bdlabhdrata. Narendraprabha referring
to the poetical skill of our author in the Alankdramakodadhs says that Vastu-
pala’s poetical skill is such as even renders tender the language of Vyésa.3
"This is most probably a reference to the present work, as its subject matter is
taken from the Makdibhirata. '

The date of composition. In the last canto of this poem, the author
says that his first outburst of poetry took the form of a hymn in the praise of

ST G, SEEARE A, THmEiER: aa s, oRtaf: wt
AR, CHFRAET R, sk aaf areif Samaae, ataarssd afks-
TR | SgERREGEET: §an: | TR g AwateE e, e g, &1
TRl sfimhy, i ad et | st Tafaafiieatt ofiewg-
qow | SN Fifar | ot sitwEd ar, afmet snd aed, Swe
¥R A, Gt Aol A, q: st | sfifr St agdaear we-
AT Sty SifewtRA 7T | Prfare sgW S e |
(1) Fert FREREIHEAT: TR EFAR1 Al FeeaagAafraardFay |
AR 19 qETTe SR A7 A ga fafa: aiehed gieeamemiii |
. AARETER XV 38
(2) T RITEEHFRERARET; J¢ | AR JORERIRIRE: /¢ )
FfFea—Safafgad & AARETER XIV 16
(3) @m: Fzeata werfelmmthaed FH FeAFe FrAeAfT SIRAE a9 |
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Adigvara on the Satrunjaya Hill,1 This hymn was composed by Vastupila on-the
occasion of his first great pilgrimage which, as the author of the Prabandha-
chintdmani says, took place in Samvat 1277.2 As Jinaharsha’ s Vastupila-
charitra makes him to recite the 9th verse of that hymn before Adin4tha, and
as there is no reference in the last canto to the building of temples on
Mts. Abu and Girnér in Samvt. 1287 and 1288, we can place the date between
Samvat. 1277 and 1287.

Vastupila, a man of letters.3—Himself a poet, Vastupéla was possessed
of critical faculties to detect and remove the defects from others’ poems.* He
always appreciated and admired good poetry® and it was only due to this that
Harihara was received at the Court of Dholka with honour in spite of the jealousy
of Somesvara. He established three great libraries at the great cost of 18 crores.
The story of the tact with which Harihara’s ms. of Naiskadkiya was copied out
and put into his library shows how anxious he was to collect mss. and that
his library contained all important works.® M4nikyachandra, the author of
Kavyaprakdasaikela was ordered to be given miss. of all religious works from

(1) shegaderam: sftafimagm: dar srmasdfREameregETsa |
oqraea, it faraaia: aaeaggRad ORIt SN &= A T
TARETET XV 39

(2) w19 " 299 I EEF BTG THITRISHETH GRS TS 73l
AT ARA |
gF=ataam p. 254

(3) g Rrmame ety st R »Rogramsrn frd Rraiosreaa, |
€gT ag AfeDe HagTe gt STERREEE |
ARR—FLANET XV, 52.
(4) sFiEERR gETRRTATIEFERTTE | 2fuauesta: secaggmiisafy |

AR —IHTAH 11
He praised the poetry of Some§vara and Haribhara as follows.

P qariferRlaryaT SigrrtaEraaT sagae gRaeiRad, |
FEIRA FATES AT AC: TG AT TN A T & g9 A qEd |
yar: Prmsats aedl aaeEn e w9 a6 QIR S & |rRaTat: ||
QRAR—IBT 1, 8
gur 7Y T g g1 A gaew: | e @R afk afewd g
( 5) sfmdwac geaed: & At af g sroE Fog e |
AT T A FfaaerAaE Ifafneg 7 saue |

STAW—VADITA XV, 64
(6) Sce gRgwaaa in q@ﬁ'ﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬂ.
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hxs library.! He not only appreciated the divine muse, but also requested others
to write religious and literary works for his instruction and delectation. The
Kathdratnasigara of Narachandrastri in 15 tarangas? and Alankdramaho-
dadkz of his pupil Narendraprabha in 8 chapters® were composed in this way.

Vastupila quoted in anthologies. Jahlana in his Saktimuktdovali has
quoted three verses of Vastupala.? One of these occurs as the 7th stanza of the
first canto of the present work.5 The other two caunot be traced. The Sdrnga-
dharapaddhali too quotes one verse of Vastupdla which is already found in
Jahlana’s Suktimukidvali, 1t appears from Ulldégha Réghava of SomesSvara
that Vastupéla was fond of composing Sfiktis.? Some of these will be found
collected in Appendix II from the Pradandhachintamani, Chaturvinsati-
prabandha and Vastupdlachardtra of Jinaharsha. It would thus appear that
Vastupéla’s fame as a poet was not restricted to Gujarat, but also extended so
far and wide as to attract the authors of the Saktimuktavali and Sdrngadhara-
paddhats to include his verses in their collections.

( 1) See Appendix III p. 76 '
(2) et A fam e, | 97 Rl oftee e gfa | e
ey EErgee P s argrea: O seaflsly vt agifued e |
giemEaI CARTE § 9 SRR Ja; @l SaarEasan Ad q9eEsd 1] ()
gl AT Al | RIFGARE SFAEnR || 2o |
(3) ol Aot fram segged, | a9 Rl s aemeae | ge |
FafEgEUaiR SFIgEa: - TFSTHIARFT FEed: | |
e FEAEEHTAAR: TR 37 S Fefafie Fd wdid A (| el
TR TRERET FRTeRdarEigt T aa Fremmaees aae ghaan |2 e
TS St e J Hiaea) T aE: S 9g; | 2% )
dni fraza sgant siTgaed g3 R |
TFR foaemafalas afrEsaamdT: || o ||
(4) afd 7 Feaa A feedr iy A T |
s, @ty ety afefa yrsae |
TGS AAFHRIZIA Srafaagagd |
JeerarrTRdag ARG af |
e 7 afy fnagrgaglear waq |
T TR GRF gAar eTaiEe, ||

(5) garaeg (6 ) wufy 7 Fa@r No. 766.

(7) IFFISERITE JFAFAISISRT T |
TR o7 afeCAT || 8 th Act.
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Vastupéla, a poet. References to Vastupdla as a poet are not difficult to
find. Vastup4la is called the godson of Sarasvati.! He himself has used this
title in the present work.2 In ome of the pradastis of his temples on Mount
Girnar, he is called the recognized son of the Goddess of Learning. Kavikufijara
and Kavichakravarti are his other dsrnzdas. In the prasasti of the temple on
Mount Abu, Somegvara calls him the best among poets and says that he never
steals ideas of others in his literary composition.3 In the Alenkdramakodadhi
it is stated that Vastupdla alone has got reputation in poetical method.* Meru-
tunga in his Prabandhackintdmanz applies the epithet of Mahékavi to Vastupala,
and quotes some Sfktis of our poet which, he says, are the compositions of
the great poet Vastupéla himse!f.5

Vastupéla as a patron of poets. The extent of his donations to poets
was so great that he was called Leghu Bhojardja. The prabandhas given in
the Appendix III amply illustrate his great liberality towards poets. He
patronized Somesvara, 6Harihara, Arisinha, and enriched Damodara,
Néanika, Jayadeva, Madana, Veekala, Krishnasinha, SankaraswAmi and
many other poets and bards who entertained him with their poetry. Someévara
not only got a Sasana but he wae now and then favoured with very liberal
donations. He composed Kirtikaumudi in praise of his patron, and in his other
works too he has immortalized Vastupdla. No work 'is known to have

(1) g3 aWE@n; ARIAAIATSH., Girnar Inscription
FEIEINAIY & ARG | THY AT SR F9 |
HRAGD 1. 29
(2) TEREATT AW F) GIH, | I A7 AT araradiage |,
AEREUET XVI 40
( 8) frafy FguegTEEiay FY T 5= |
q FEraaUEl SH FEARW ar || 2¥ ||
( 4) Faenfasesne e F==
seE AR Rt |
Y Ty WEft w1 SR
FrATITAN degureaiaEedd afiEr o |l
segIRaR 15
(5) il AR SRR |
saeafsramit p. 265
6 Harihara is praised by Em??a( ag under:—
AT A AT T IR, S, | e SIS, B e )
AEED 1. 25
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been written by Harihara, Arisitha sang the good deeds of his patron in his
§ulzrz'tamnkz‘rtana and got a Sisana. Nothing is known of other poets.
Sankaraswami may be probably the Sankaréchérya of DwArka of the time.

The manuscript material—The present edition is based on the single
ms. of the poem hitherto known, from the Bhandar of the Sangha in
Phofalia Vad4 at Pattan. Itis a very beautifully written paper ms. dated
Samvat 1477 and is uniformly correct. A few grammatical and metrical irre-
gularities will be found in the poem, but in the absence of another ms. we
cannot say whether they are of the original writer or of scribes. The author
himself with all humility requests the learned world to correct the faults which
may have occurred in the present poem either through want of proper know-
ledge or haste.!] ‘The s consists of 25 leaves with 15 lines on a page. The
scribe’s colophon runs as follows:—

o Q9 i AENATY 08 wgiTr gu e 1 s 0w 0w

The following is added, after this, in a different hand, showing that the
ms, was purchased by the owner from the scribe for the religious merits of his
mother:—

3ard: 3 YETRTal WA, |
JRar Feuagtd g faafead we 1l Q|
witq afiaed e @RawEsTeEREY |
qe3 AW W AREEgTead | R 1l
SEIGRIRCER G IR RE e
qURE: ATGREHAFASATE: 1| 3 1)
Rl B @@ gan |ragasyE, |
OIYa&TRRT: g 9T S 1 8
AEATTAOHEHISY AN IR |
EARHAE A fatgsan Shaar 1l @
g wag |1 3 1l o LBR FY TeSATAATRIT & ATHA EHTIEAR AT
qurArgesTeagfasr Sfaar 1| = W award (RYe.

(1) Srrafyafremanas: S G
=t gt fmamai g qEae: |
SESTARY qufE #ar FRedsREeae
@ s T S AEduar QA |

AEREATMT XVI. 41
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WORKS ALREADY OUT.

Price Rs. 2 00
140

I XKavyamiméinsi of Réjas'ekhara
IT Naraniriyaninanda of Vastupila ... ... ” ’

WORKS IN THE PRESS.

Tarkasarigraha of Anandajiiana.

[y

2 Hammiramadamardana of Jayasinhasturi.

3 Prichina Garjara Kivyasangraha Pt. 1.

WORKS IN PREPARATION. .

1 . Panchamikahi (Apabhransa) of Dhanapila.

2 \Kafpﬁracha1'itra and other 5 dramas of Vatsarija.

3 ?Fatvasaﬁgraha (Buddhist) with the paiijiki of Kamalasila.

4 .4& Descriptive Catalogue of all the 658 palm-leaf Mss. and

, important paper Mss. in the Bhandars at Pattan.

‘ .
5 A Descriptive Catalogue of the Mss. in the Central Library,
_Baroda. : : , '

- WORKS UNDERTAKEN.

Udayasundari of Sottala.
Vasantavilisa of Bilachandra.

Kumérapélapratibodha of Somaprabha., .
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