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FOREWORD

It is a matter of great pleasure for us that the last volume of the Natya-
éastra of Bharata, with Abhinavagupta’s commentary, is now published.

The first three volumes of this monumental work are out of stock, includ-
ing the second revised edition of the first volume. This shows’the popularity
as well as the importance of this work. Revised editions of the first, second
and the third volumes are intended to be published at the earliest opportunity.

Unfortunately, Shri Ramakrishna Kavi, the editor of this_text with
commentary, passed away before even forty pages of the fourth volume were
printed.

This last volume was not edited to our satisfaction by the Late Shri Kavi,
who was very old when the printing of the fourth volume could be started.
Shri J. S. Pade, Research Officer, Oriental Institute, was requested to re-edit all
the remaining pages of this volume (except 32 pages printed during the life-
time of Shri Kavi, who corrected proofs of these 32 pages). As will be seen
from Shri Pade’s Introduction, Shri Kavi’s press-copy was full of errors.
Fortunately, Shri Pade, with his deep scholarship of the subject as well as of
many other branches of Sanskrit learning, could make this edition presentable
to the world of scholars, even though no manuscripts were available for
verification.

Belore his demise, Shri Ramakrishna Kavi was requested by us to start
writing his Introduction and also to give description of the manuscripts utilized
by him. Unfortunately he insisted that he would do so only after the whole of
the fourth volume is printed. Hence we are unable to give any information
about the manuscripts utilized by him for this volume.

We are thankful to the University Grants Commission as well as to the
Government of Gujarat for giving us substantial financial aid for publishing this
as well as other volumes of the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series during the Third Five
Year Plan period.

Oriental Institute, B. J. SANDESARA

Baroda. General Editor
Dt, 18-9-64.
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INTRODUCTION

This is the fourth volume of the Natyasastra of Bharala with the comment-
ary Abkinavabharati of Abhinavagupticirya that is now presented to scholars as
No. 145 of the Gaekwad'’s Oriental Series.

The publicatior of the present volume was long overdue, It was being
edited by the late S7i M. Ramakysna Kavi, M.A., who, unfortunately passed
away on 20-9-1957 when only 32 pages of the present volume had been printed.
The printing of the remaining portion was continued after his demise when the

proofs of pages 33-48 were read by Dr. U, P. Shah, the Deputy Director of this
Institute.

On account of the sad demise of Sri Kavi, the editorial work of the present
volume was entrusted to me by the authorities of the M. S. University of Baroda
and I had to undertake the task.

The press-copy of the present volume prepared by Sri Kavi was, un-
fortunately, not upto the mark so far as the text of the Na{yasasira was concern-
ed. The stanzas were not numbered and the readings, selected by the editor
did not at many places agree with those accepted by the commentator.

The press-copy of the commentary of Abhinavagupiacarya submitted to
the press by Sri Kavi was, in fact a transcript of the commentary prepared by
his scribe for his personal use. Moreover it was written on both the sides of the
paper which was very shabby. It was'full of scribal errors in almost every line,
The numbers of stanzas were also wanting in the commentary.

Alterations like the selection of readings, the corrections of scribal errors
. in the commentary and the numbering of stanzas in both the text and the
commentary were being made by the editor in the galley-proofs. This put the
press to a great inconvenience. It was also difficult for the press to composé
the matter; for, the press-copy of the commentary had been written on both
sides of the paper. But it was only out of their reverence towards the editor
that the General Editor and the press continued to pull on with him.

But on the demise of Sri Kavi, the press could not but return the press-
copy with a request to submit a new one with all necessary corrections. Con-
sequently I had to write afresh the whole press-copy of the text and the
commentary of the fourth volume, excluding pages 1-48 which had already been
printed. .

~ In the fresh press-copy of the text and the commentary an attempt has
been made to correct all errors which on the face of it appeared to be scribal.
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The stanzas are numbered in the text and in the commentary. My own sugges-
tions are all given in the brackets. The readings accepted by the commentator
are also bracketed in the text where the readings of Sri Kavi’s text differ from
those of the commentary. The order of verses in Sri Kavi’s text differs at many
places from that in the commentary. In all such cases the order of verses
according to the commentary is shown in brackets. Out of the quotatiohs in
the commentary, those that were traceable have been traced to their original
sources and their references shown in brackets. I may add, en passant, that
this was not done so carefully, in the first three volumes edited by S¥i Kavi.
Sanskrit Chayd of the Prakrit passages occurring in the text and the comment-
ary has also been added by me. I have to thank here my worthy colleagues
Pandita B. L. Sanabhaga and Sri J. P. Thakar for helping me in preparing the
Chaya of the Prakrit passages in Paisdci quoted by the commentator. The text
of the Pai$aci Prakria is so corrupt that only deep scholars of the Prakrit lang-
uages can decide how far we are successful in our attempt. The text of the
commentary as well is so corrupt that with all my efforts to correct it, it has
remained unintelligible at some places. It could not be corrected for want of
other MSS of the commentary. Whenever required Pandita Sanabhiga helped
me in reconstituting the corrupt text of the commentary for which I am indeed
grateful to him,

The definitions of Jalis are given in both prose and verse in the twenty-
eighth chapter. Abhinavaguptacarya has commented upon the definitions of
Jatis in prose. Definitions in verse are, however, not commented upon by him.
S7i Kavi has included definitions in both prose and verse in his text. I have,
however, put the definitions in verse in parentheses and have not assigned serial
numbers to them.

The thirty second chapter contains Dhruvds or Prakrit verses in the
Sauraseni Prakrla. It is inexplicable why the late editor Sri Kavi has not
recorded any variants so far as the Dhruvds are concerned. They are critically
edited with an introduction and notes by Sri Manamohan Ghose, M.A., and
published in the Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. VIII, in 1932. Readers are
requested to refer to it for details about their variants. The text of Sauraseni
Dhruvas follows the commentary of Abkinavaguptacarya so far as the first padas
are concerned. The readings accepted by the commentator are also given in
brackets where the text differs from the commentary.

Chapters XXIX and XXXIV have two versions each. The version not
accepted by the Commentator is given in the footnotes. Similarly Ch, XII in
the second volume has two versions. These versions could have been collated
with the text accepted by the commentator and their variants.could have been
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given in the footnotes. No propriety is seen in giving a separate version for
three chapters only. - S

On account of the death of Srz Ramaf‘rsna Kaw a detailed account of the
MSS of the Nagyasastra and the Abhinavabharati has been completely lost to us.
However, from the variants noted by him in the foot-notes, it appears that he
utilised the following 19 groups of MSS for the reconstitution of the text of the
present volume of the Natyasastra.

1 Ka, 2 Ca, 3Cha, 4 Ja,5 Jha, 6 Ta, 7 Da. 8 Dha, g Da, 10 Na, 11 Pa,
12 Ba, 13 Bha, 14 Ma, 15 Ya, 16 Ra, 17 La, 18 Va, and 19 Sa.

Sri. Kavi has given a short description of the MSS utilised by him for the
text in volumes I and II of the NatyaSastra and scholars have to remain satisfied
only with that.

The present volume comprises the last ten chapters i.e. Chs. XXVIII to
XXXVII of the NatyaSasira with the commentary Abkinavabhdrati of Abhinava-
gupldcarya. The NatyaSdsira of Bharta thus consists of 37 chapters according
to Abhinavaguplacarya which concurs with the Nirnayasagara edition. Accord-
ing to the Caukhamba edition, however the Natyasastra consists of 36 chapters.
But on a critical examination of the Caukhamba edition it will be seen that the
division of chapters in it is unauthentic and therefore not acceptable e.g.

1. The ninth chapter of our edition is split up into two chapters namely
the ninth and the tenth in the Caukhdmba edtiion. In the introduc-
tory verses of the ninth chapter it is clearly stated that the definitions
and uses of hands, chest, sides, stomach, waist etc. will ‘be treated in
that chapter. The ninth chapter therefore, cannot come to an end
after the definitions and uses of hands only ; and those of chest, sides,
etc. cannot be treated in a separate chapter. Thus the division of the
ninth chapter into two chapters viz. nine and ten is unjustified as it
goes against the text. itself, :

2. The sever;teenth chapter of our edition is again split up into two chap-
ters namely the 18th and the 1gth in the Cawkhamba edition. This
division as shown above is alsc groundless and not acceptable.

3. The twentyfourth chapter of our edition reads as the thirtyfourth in
the Caukhdmba edition. It is evidently out of place there for it has
no connection with the preceding and the succeeding chapters. Sim-
larly, the twentysixth chapter of our edition reads along with the
thirtyfifth chapter in the Caukhamba edition.- This change of sequence

" was inevitable because of - the transposxtlon of the twentyfourth
- chapter. : -
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4:7.Chapters XXXII and XXXIII are combined into a single chapter viz.

chapter XXXII in the Cankhambad edition. This combination is known

.- ... to Abhz‘navagupldcﬁrya who has discussed at great length all the pros
_and cons for the splitting up of the thlrtysecond chapter into two.

- 5. In thesame way, chapters XXXVI and XXXVII are combined in one

- - chapter viz. chapter XXXVI, -This combination; I think, is unknown

to Abhinavaguptdcarya who otherwise would not have failed to note it.

:Thus the division of the text into 36 chapters according to the Cankhamba
edition is not justifiable, though in his commentary on the Natyasasira, Abhi-
navagupticarya has stated at two places as shown below that the Natyasastra
consists of 36 chapters. )

1. §2fagd waaami figeaq), Vol I, page 1.

2. R 1zEgTEAE ), Vol I, page g
These two references clearly show that when Abhinavaguptacarva began to write
his commentary he had before him the text of 36 chapters.  The division of the
text into 37 chapters instcad of 36 appears to be an after-thought. The thirty-
third chapter of our text was a part of the thirtysecond chapter as is evident
from the Caukhamba edition. Abhinavaguptacarya kuew it. He has, therefore,
discussed at great length whether this chapter should be split up or not and has
come to the conclusion that it should not be included in the thirtysecond
‘chapter.: . "This ‘decision could not be taken by him while writing the comment-
4ry on the first chapter and therefore he had no'idea about the increase in the
number of chapters of the Natvasastra. Thus. Abhinavaguptacdrya’s remarks
‘cannot be explained in any other way than what has been shown above. Sri
‘Kavi’s remarks on page 58 (N.S. Vol. I Preface) are not acceptable. The
increase in the number” of chapters by one is not due to the splitting up of the
"thirtysixth chapter into two as he thinks, but is'due to the division of the
‘thiftysecond chapter into two chapters as discussed by the commentator.
According to Sri Kavi the thirtyseventh chapter is. an interpolation; while
_according to the commentator it is not go. . Abhinavaguptacarya would not have
r'e;nained silent on the problem of interpolation, but he would have discussed it
at great length. ' ' ’

Thus Natyasastra accordmg to Abhinavaguptacirya, conSlsts of thirtyseven
chapters and not thlrtySIx as observed b\ him in the beginning. The comment-
.ator has. ]ustlﬁed the separanon of the thlrtythlrd chapter from chapter thirty-
Jtwo.oo :

e . . In his * Hlstory of Sansknt Postics’ Mm.P.V. Kane, has thoroughly dealt
,-,‘withA all the relevapt topics such as the authorship and the date.of the Natya-
s‘a's(m,‘commentaries on the Ndatyasdstra, a summary of the ._ch'ap_t_ers of the
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Natyasastra etc. There is, therefore, no necessity of discussing these topics over
here.

For ready reference, an alphabetical index of all the half verses occurring
in the present volume as well as that of the authors and works actually quoted
in the commentary are given at the end.

= Before concluding, I must express my gratefulness to Dr. B. J. Sandesara
and Dr. U. P. Shah, the Director and the Dy..Director of the Oriental Institute
for their kind cooperation and help in bringing out the present volume. I am
also grateful to Prof. G. H. Bhatt, the Ex-Director of this Institute and at
present the General Editor and Head of'the Ramayana Department for hls
kindness in proposing my name to edit this work after the demise of Sri. Kavi.
My thanks are also due to Sri. Ramanlal J. Patel, the Manager of the M. S.
University Press, for his efficient printing and hearty cooperation. I must also
express my thanks to Sri. . H. Joshi, M.A., Research Assistant in MSS Section,.
Onent'll Institute, for his help in preparmg the indexes and reading the proofs. _

- J. S. PADE~
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