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PREFACE

I

As announced earlier, we have much satisfaction in
bringing out the third part of Nyaya-mafijari of Jayanta
Bhatta with the commentary ‘Granthibhanga’ by Cakradhara.
This part contains four Ahnikas (ix-xii). Among the topics
~taken up in these four sections the discussion on ‘Apavarga’
is particularly striking.

II

The conception of apavarga (or, mokga) according to
Gotama, the author of the Nyaya-sitras, is recorded in the
aphorism, ‘tadatyantavimokso’ pavargah’, where ‘tat’ does
not stand for pain (dukkha) only but for all the eight-fold
special qualities (visesaguna) of the self (atman), viz., know-
ledge, pleasure, pain, desire, aversion, effort, merit (dharma)
and demerit (adkarma) and the latent impressions (samskaras)
as well. Merit and demerit stand as the two main pillars on
which rests the structure of our empirical life and so long as
they are not destroyed, we can hardly expect to reach the
state of apavarga. And, this is because so long as they exist,
continuity of birth cannot be stopped and emancipation
eludes realization. The emergence of the body is occasioned
by merit and demerit springing from desire or aversion that
is brought about by error (adkyasa). Error recedes in the
background only when the knowledge of the reality(which is
atman) dawns. Atman is different from the body, the
senses, the vital breaths and the like, It is claimed that for
the attainment of the said knowledge the Nyiya Sastra is a
most suitable medium.
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Ordinarily any one of the special qualities of the self
such as pleasure, pain, etc., is subject to destruction in the
event of any other such quality following upon it. As such,
these qualities cannot claim any permanence. Now, if pain
by nature is not a permanent entity and one such is amen-
able to destruction with the appearance of any other, one
may enquire, and rightly so, what Gotama has in his mind
when he speaks of atyantikatva in connection with its destruc-
tion. The answer is that Gotama’s intention is that the
destruction of pain will be such (i: e., atyantika) when once
destroyed it will cease to recur at any time in future. The
number of pain is counted as twenty-one, relating to the
body, the six senses, the six objects of the six senses, the six
cognitions brought about by the six senses, pleasure and
pain.

Jayanta Bhatta does not agree with the Vedantins, who
assert that atman is eternal knowledge and bliss. For, if
this view of the Vedantins be accepted, it needs to be ex-
plained why that bliss is not experienced in the state of
saisara, Further, he enquires of them, why they hesitate to
accept eternal body and eternal senses in the state of apa-
varga so that they can function in the way of affording
bliss to the liberated soul. He thinks that in the absence of
a body and the senses, there is hardly any possibility of
eternal bliss in apavarga. However, if bliss be accepted as
the nature of atman, it is not understood why a spiritual as-
pirant should strive for its attainment. Ifit be urged that
the association of a body and the senses does not necessarily
create a situation for the enjoyment of the bliss which atman
is, it may be pointed out that senses etc. were created by
God only to enable the individual selves to enjoy bliss and
not to prevent them from enjoying it. Further, Jayanta
does not agree with the teachers of Monistic Vedanta when
they describe avidya as a veil that shuts out the manifestation
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of bliss inasmuch as vairagya which is a non-entity can in no
manner stand in the way of the functioning of an identity
which to all intents and purposes is real. The example of
clouds hiding the sun, according to him, cannot be cited in
this context as it relates to identities that are both real.

Continuing Jayanta asks : desirelessness ( vairagya ) is
declared to be a must for an aspirant in his quest for apavarga.
It cannot be held that happiness exists in that state, for the
same being necessarily an object of desire will strike at the
“very root of wairdgya as a condition for the attainment of
apavarga.

Proceeding further Jayanta discusses another point. It
cannot be argued against the Naiyayikas that if destruction
of pain be the goal of human life one must learn to hate it
first and then proceed to remove it to enable oneself to be
rewarded with apavarga. It is pointed out by him that
when one is fed up with samsara one wants to get out of it.
One does not seek apavarga out of hatred towards sarmsara.
One must discard both desire and hatred as they are opposed
to moksa.

Jayanta repudiates the charge that if there is no
pleasure in the state of apavarga it cannot be the goal of life
to be aspired for. He thinks that theré is hardly any proof
for the admission of pleasure in apavarga. To the contrary,
pleasure being invariably associated with pain cannot be
separately enjoyed and, consequently, it can hardly be an
object to be sought after.

Jayanta demurs to accepta view associated with the
name of Bhartrhari that in ordinary life pleasure is not a
positive entity, but it is only the negation of pain. Jayanta
points out that since we are told about different grades of
pleasure for man, god and souls in brakmaloka, pleasure should
be accepted as a positive entity.
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Moreover, Jayanta urges that the discussion whether
there is pleasure or not in apavarga is irrelevant, since the
state of apavarga is one of resting in one’s own nature, i. €.,
atman. By nature, atman is not bliss at all. He derives
pleasure from enjoyment of the various objects presented by
the senses. His original nature is inert.

Y

III

In the fitness of things we express our deep sense of
gratitude to Pandita Vibhutibhusana Nyayacarya, Cidamani
Professor, for the care he has taken in the preparation of the
press copy as well as seeing this book through the press.
Thanks are due to Panditardja S. Subrahmanya Sastrin for
offering valuable suggestions for improvement of readings
of the abstruse text. ’

Gaurinath
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