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Necessity of Understanding Tantra in its proper Perspective

Saswati Sen*

Introduction :

It is very difficult to ascertain exactly when the Tantric cult crept in. The
Tantra, which is very often termed as the non-Vedic, esoteric cult is a very complex,
spiritual tradition of India and is very difficult to grasp by the non-initiated persons.
Perhaps its complexity, uniqueness and nop-resemblance with the Vedic philosophy are
the base behind the misconceptions generated among the masses. Tantra is nothing but
a system of rituals and is full of symbolism or magical characters. It is that system
which utilizes Kundalini yoga. Tantra-sadhana is that method of yoga by which spiri-
tual power can be achieved in this very human life. Many scholars opine that Tantra
hias borrowed the jmages and ideas from the Vedas and the Upanisads and has given
them suitable shapes in the form of diagram or yantra. Tantra is a §astra with a special
set of doctrines and practices.

Historical Background :

The Vedic literature, the carliest known Indian literature was composed in a
language which was never a spoken language of the masses. Therefore, the common
people found it very difficult to understand the language and perceive the contents of
these scriptures. Not only this, its rituals became very elaborate day by day and
required rigorous discipline to perform the same. This performance also was not al-
lowed to the low-castc people and women and was only restricted to a particular higher
class of people. Gradually the general folk lost interest in the Vedic rites and the Hindu
religion was at stake as far as its regular performing rites were concemned. Therefore,
a need was felt for an easicr way of observing religious practices which could involve
all class of people extending cqual rites to both the sex. The Tantra came with a new
concept of dehatattva contrary to the Upanisad’s atmatattva difficult to perceive by the
common people, cmbraced all "castes and creed leaving none to be untouchable. It
became more popular to common man as it did not only forbade anybody from
enjoying life but also did encourage them for the same declaring that this could also
help to attain liberation.

Misconcept about Tantra :

Truly, spcaking none other than the initiated persons or the gurus of the Tantra
has understood it in its right perspective.

The over-indulgence in ritualistic activities of Tantra to a certain extent have
laid superstitions not only among people but also among the otherwise educated per-.
sons.

* Research Officer, Oriental Institute, M.S.University of Baroda, Vadodara.
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The mysterious elements in the Tantra were not properly understood.

Contrary to orthodox religion it allowed everybody including the lower-caste
people and the women to participate in its rituals which being a protest against the
Brahmanical religion was not accepted easily by orthodox people.

Since Tantra was sadhana of dehatattva and stress the importance of the body
of the being and again since human beings are very much prone to sexual intercourse
and other enjoyable elements like cating flesh and fish, Tantra allows its sadhaka to
enjoy all sensual pleasures. The most important thing of this part is that this attitude
of Tantra was responsible for both its popularity as well as its degeneration leading to
misunderstanding and contempt.

Like the brahmanas of the Vedic times the initiated persons of the Tantric
religion preserved their system in a small circle and tried to popularize it without
loosing their monopoly.

Lastly, at one time the Tantric practitioners bécame more greedy to attain power.
So they cared more for the practices than for the spiritual aspects of Tantra. They tried
to influence people with the help of their powers. This created awe and misconception
among the masses about Tantra which, in course of time, was misunderstood as the .
root of mischievious deeds.

Proper Concept :

Tantra contains highly philosophical matters. Sri Aurobindo thinks Tantra as “a
part of the bequest of the ancient wisdom of the Veda.” It is a practice of Inner Culture
-of an individual. The occultism of Tantra helps a sadhaka to communicate with the
god. As stated earlier that Tantra is the sadhand of Kuwlakundalini yoga. The Kula-
kundalini is perceived as a serpent which is also conceived as the female energy (sakfl)
lying in the muladhara cakra of the being. This dormant energy is awakened by the
sadhaka with yogic exercises and is made to travel through five cakras to the sahasrara.
This method is called “the expamsion of consciousness and hightening of realization.”
These cakras are actually different planes of the being and the Tanmtra locates these as
the points of concentration. The Szk#i or the potential power meets the Divine Lord or
Siva in the crown of the head (sahasrdra) and the sadhaka attains salvation. The Fantric
worshipper identifies himself with the deity worshipped by him i.e. the sadhaka when
attains salvation becomes Siva.

The most important feature of Tantra is that its purpose is not liberation alone.
‘Tantra includes enjoyment of life in this earthly manifestation of the Divine. Therefore,
Tantra includes both enjoyment (bhukti) and liberation (mukti) in this world. The
Tantra regards human body as the best means of getting liberation. Our body contains
such a power that if it can be used properly by the sadhaka, the sadhaka can reach
his goal easily. In Tantra the body has been considered as a representative of the
Universe. The great goddess is present in the cosmos as the conscious Energy and the
same goddess is present in the body as the Kundalini sakti. In order to raise the sakti
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(or the power) in man the sadhaka has to open the nervous centers and the passages
through which Sakfi unites with Siva as the Supreme consiciousness descends in the
body. All these can be possible when the Sadhaka completely surrender himself to the
bliss and love of the divine Mother or the Mother goddess. Tantra, therefore, is not in
favour of oppressing the body with ascetism and so on. Tantra admits that the sensa-
tion and emotion are very powerful source of energy in man which should never be
oppressed and misused, rather it should be channelised properly to enable the body to
get merged with the cosmos.

Conclusion :

It has been scen that Tantra is nothing but a scparate and a special religious
method with the practice of which one can attain his goal in this life only. Tantra does
not solely believe in ascetism or oppressing the body as it realizes that the body is the
best means or the media for getting one’s aim of life, The misconceptions regarding
Tantra have been created by two types of people-one, the initiated into Tantra, who
wants to kecp this science within himself or within his group and the second, who does
undesirable deeds with the help of the power acquired by the practice of Tantra. The
ignorance about the subject resulting into the awe among the masses have aggravated
the wrong impression about Tantra and this exists even today. A time has come when
the initiated persons should come forward and write more books in modern languages
on the subject in a very easier way and also help the masses towards this system of
emancipation. Perhaps, this process will remove all misconceptions and Tantra can be
understood in its proper perspective which is need of the hour.
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ol YAl liedi, o wHA R S5 il 301t oiell dY ol AR sl wvd ¥
adll | ey dell il i den 2w géon il wislllal, dastas dat AN s i
s asd Al 2uaL wHuHl v usel Astedl uetdl sl W vdv Radydsd sl o,
al-wafdul uewn

gl 5.2, 3 oualRnar Yoo s3R Ay Ad W3 RS wiA wgselly deld yi g
2eg o dl uig, wuy-garsu 3 s Han v [Qe wig od e, dull el ddig ¥
Yt 53 Gl A @i, wig wient ¥ a8 Quard, el ad seusal padl dud w2
we, Al wofd 2ud dal wadedl ol Al wedl 2 ddl gt wgeid el

Watett w2l guw Fren et 5290 Alza-ugfd W el duy
ool sl M euddl, »ied 3 zamﬁql soqy sl Audl Azd-du wd iy
oiful uclodl Aoen one, el 2ty udl dud A UYL sards Uil dur sul 1A
Aestd s Ar-uesll iR GUR oarudl B -u2sinl Andl va oqfiis el AR As WL
dl-seustz adldl e () Radl, e «L&i?tg’ Rryaaag Hlaewdl w-d daell valkd
e gl @ gRad Gy wsia $sdid, 124 3 Toarch light afldq s .

* yd weams, dhew Qous, ofl. 8. wuda sids, »sis,
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and dlelil Wl adr w Al ewopts RAR Al wourdidl wuReila sal
aul uRsey sl wewz Yl el wmerd Wdid g a8, w xRS 8, w2l g B,
Q32 21 A6 ¥ st A ed. wll AR daudnl dug uad Al win 4 %g eg. virA
Pl 4AML AUy oyl uRenadll v as i (multifold & Creative Personality)
Ag g vg, Al A AHYHL A dL AS AKA edl 3 A dl S ABIA £, d MM
Al a-2 wa adl A viedaun sefRsud uan e el 2 el wy e g 8
A UMM dHy dHe A, 2ufs, sl wBsd sa su G ad A weaard
syaedl Agueiaql qel weradl sl el wsw.

Al sdsdll 332 Az sacumi ugw ¢

suaedl Asuend dl-dwen wndrl 21 Al A wsenell skl Rar sl
el Al 2Aoig w2 “Audl Adn”, Al setor” 9l drenadl 2l dul st sl oyl
agell. “adl q” g Wbl ol dldan, el sl W2 ddd 2lain 200l wua
uidl, Guald audl dfladil Y wenl w14 sidl wa sl

suenzdla aidlas-ll e 2iqaur wlluia vl R dadHill ysd s34 dud “agsdl”
o wad AWM A 2 WA UeHD Wl W2 wEt el sl v w2 dudl dlalA
MR 54 5, el 5§ A doe, YRR 59 dAd sza, Fdl s suotdl-l ueall
Al cuelm 2l 2 A A AR W dsdnl et e aur sdl wun, el ar
el ete Asddl AR s A, ysd, adaictiel]l MF wast Al uan AR vgeg, dudd
2 Ao vy dladA-usl d wdHl audl €ld oo, uel dnd ver Mg Y
W axdl dur sl Al-Adeiel agly oyl wusdlar weeid s sy,

GURAHL 2l d3dHl NI ¢

ezl aidloodl sisasll Yerlldi ool @S suadl AWSRAN UL CRAMM
ool asriz dull MM HRAL ¢dl. A etrdHl il WA W didoy didHl sud 4l
Al [Qauo ayeidA ddui eunt da v »dld 3. 2 it ¥ AHY edl 3 Uk e
ARG M o A4y 3BYA WAL oA e,

gl suanedl Azl saaaied “yu BgA Aeladi v ed ¥, “odl wl-
sioproin 5305 yel sarorusll ulsn @, duey ve ey, 1e30 Bad Hidar i WA
Ry a3l Glorell, dxor wedr WSl @At 43 — i og AR d oS .

130l “dfAd st ool @ wuwd suenddlal Mlg usdal ke el wd
dzall sMg ALl % e Al 2 GuRid [ stug dadl gl @A ezl st Guwr
[3C sz dxdl adlsd. Aud seidl uRsR sl 2R Wl Q) Hiktdi el §,
sl olaell ARSR el A wAYSAML AU, Sa2 A viedl asll Aol uf ol 3
an [l sy udg o,

Bilea wsid aan wcundlal s ay 6 dlanell dver ~waela »isi a4l ysiel
2l el Fel aRa, Hewndt ao el il sHedd Bl welad-l wl wa

uRs  Awls — Aila-iom, 00 O 39

For Private and Personal Use Only



Shri Mahavir Jain Aradhana Kendra www.kobatirth.org Acharya Shri Kailassagarsuri Gyanmandir

uiglat w3 5. »0A 2 Bl a2l wenelll oot ¥ deoua wiudl axe oudldl 6ur
% Al el At Al And G Ry sl

@l ol Al na g eruaaig duy e ol Al wim sl A g
aafl woul eféAl wid aell, s sme oial dea A6ARN sHaRdd BlrsdrR sul,
Aus e M2 A A gl e 5.8 84 L siaf, Glag w1 wusll duA g v ey
A A Al YA -l B ol dMdl weladul wa ABRded [eyds il
wddl g wlleany sel. Sl g Quad g 54, audl AR wal W ue Gurdll
U AL AeAHL RIS el M2 lbln W Bestn A Au & el w53,
MR @atdl ugh 24 darsl

sl sneuedl 22weuy aidl, 33, sagou uidl, AR g s Audi 2uadi
dudl sl daledl A o wd ugReddl ool Adid 23 s, Axd Wil DA s
sl dsdui ool Ay wsd ol d MR el el S1Ay Raad ua i 44 ed;
Ay (e gaie aolui el argdand oudu Rsd 4 2 wa axdl wuel sl sa. Adl-
uigeilefl etz wn GG W edl, el 20 naduid seedl, ¥ vigd RAR el A
A4 (@4 sl edl v Avidand] eeradl vid acdnl dudl wael saf odl M, AR
@l 2s ugRHL AU dHd gl oy sul, Rrew yd wdl.
“lgrdtt Aaen”y yriagq -

szl agivn s wael gl Adl dld w0 el edi. dudl “waR
AL ool @ siMeldinl wigiadiH 4By ewol dlbl sdl.

dgwRic dlelidl aqqqmi dxdl wam usdl oot dlil edl. dur ‘e Be 2Ra
WRAE AL bl Ao dl. LeRoul dvl Wy ddld Heil e, W BuRld “destdl de” @A
“oifie [Be waasal ol 4l el adld A 2 el Gest sl edl. andl “RA sadsa
AL st aet Wy dadly wlBu eidl woel wdl.,

Qe st Hyene ol uidls yas uRne s odl. i etrdly Al
WHIRL 2L B0 YARL iR RN s1uel dud 24 20l edl v slaesd el [y
sl el A sufmadl ws ol sl QuadA Yo sran 12 34 edl,
Rendfl daed dauan :

Al snenedl 2wty wud ol ol du .ol Renf-l ddy ds- yRafida
Al gdi 2 Doyl SRiert A 44 i 9L 5 ed; Wl wl da 2As i
Wl Al sdl. Andl AR Feell woreall viddu R uRudul ool dl]l sdl #1A
Bgadttt-tt URMAA adld dviist sidl WRMEME ool Al yAu-AL g9 2l da Ul edl,

asget (o)l el 8 walui All India level W2 Gladl ¥ ddi Siswsl waidl
JABL Ay edi.

A 3 8 Wit watil wislReardl gy sl dd dl ol ye o AR ww
4l did; uwig dell Beewul dRae a8 dl-yrran 43 v s san Sl el Q)
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Al “Tgeaidl deuen <l 233wl vidl 3 deu wier s3 edl wW0oqE 8
3l W (gt oL sTA “Rgaairll Aawen” Al vor o waR sl Az o «dl,
Wig dull “dAl-lEgretll Aceu i Srusfui wdi. Aud A2l didla ziuar w2 BGE e,

Al saiedl “oia) yadlnAr sy RS Frudl edi. ad Rendl>IY Aeuani
Hee sl M2 “wediy agill” (Study Circles) 43 &8 [Rensllalidl awen 2l destell
wifs 2wy windl YRR s M2y sl aMer L AR v gHdlt
sl e Renelaid gy sal. vaon dud uodly ughid sl Bl sy w3t
sy il Fadl w59 edl

eyl “HIRA Al waul dadl Rl A yegudd A oua wd Asded e
dll oSl SND.T. (slluedl -ueflonsS eiiier sis2ell RaRaman) yFRafa wd wa isudai
selt, :

AHLUA -

ol sueeel Awenag Alfia wucld R ed 214 durd aqkel ARw wer ol
el HgRiviiet WRAA e 2ol BIRY WAt el s Al-2iasedl Rsia ueal. du-
gt dsn 2ll-fam A udl-gaa s sl udlagan wA ail duA Hlawe wsad
will ¢dl. She was a great personality in the field of national movement in India.
@8l 13 skl -udl-yareu-d anan wEARAUD g 28 A 12 dl-Aged] s sl Sel Gell
s3; i ’

(1) ol gt w3l (v) gudl weldin Wi
() slndl lewdirt yosll () 3o ARA
(3) sludl saalledio ARy () sludl sl 2w
Rl WAy A 9. dl-iqed wFdand aid 2l doed vel o e WA
viafel ol Skl Aiue 9%
deM YR
Carpets and Floor Covering of India.
Indian Embroidary (1977) (New Delhi Wiley Eastern).
Indian Handicrafts (New Delhi, 1963).
Socialism and Soceity (Lucknow, 1950)
The awakening of Indian Women
Indian Women's Battles for Freedom. - Abhinav Publications, New Delhi.
‘FACl @ : IMOME YT, (%9& Ed.)
G.G Karkhanis : ‘Devdasi’ - A burning problem of Karnatak'.
et L. Qs “eudHi Wbrs i wlls wnanl (1eic-1eso)” (YR dafula
oiif).
Sl HAeUd ued ¢ et 2aldudatil A Al adwel (4R sl o),
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-
°
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WA AAHHL 5691 S0

RAGHIT’ UL SUR*

wuel wela el SR Ag af (1cue-1eyolt Add dadl 2w asdlll
eRAl B, WdAdl M2 YUA AP AN AR sl Ml §. a5l wL 2eud-4 aaaa-
gat wadl edl. e gw anl (1ewe-1¢30), yys udwidl (1co3-u0) Fau sl
dieladsidn ulu-vidada 3 vl Aadl 8. di, 1eueu sadat Qwaadiia
s29Mi 3 A 520l o va idill eallerd <itdl 8. soui 2 WA asd wd
Ball AL Feieiel 3sd 48 ‘oraetez Arada’ Aad AnidR dsd wat Aig 2wl e,

aiflyadl Geu-sin
Wl Heiol Aifle (1cec-acye) elo >uBsill 1eayui oird Wl v ygl
Bl sdsl vl RARA Al BuciRAl wad ddur. Anedl Yo wdl Aot wgas v

atidoy Yadadl weiv]l Rl wadl edl. s u2aL uet 2 Aadldd 21 dadn-dl R-auddl
B ousid 38 7! osaoul va ail@aredl DRI dFs selsAR Aard odid wadl edl.

el sl Yol Ged Bl R sasmi wRL ool uasie ug wal edi.
3idaell 2aun (el 2andea-sul (ewo) yl s v d-uell g e efl. d gadl
yas dlanfl -y uzall Fau Wi oiudl A1l o o ¢l 3 ugdl Al wcnud- Gudl
il 2gerdl ¢ oodl ufsRg sl 52 W o el 9,

gl 1 2l A su SR 2o Aol ugkel 3 anaolul eua dd
od 5Bt eq d weowdll oalSxll o sl 3. dar wnd we Buayds dui wda uf & ydlor
ayfsialiel 520l Aol wad wilfla sf & 4 dedll &, saomi SRl 31 2 il
Rotdl % $6 alsl Aeeildl WS & 4 ur e Fadla,
5204l dlseidanl Hgia

ool wiawR sasul A vl Asari suou qwsdl AR usR
saeMdde 2 dostdll U eRyam-olon (i 1 r-16)RA nuedl skl viogrdl gl
sl 3R dadl 2130 gusd wang s3d. qasu e suela saalfuR ud Ral
daL pAM HelgY (1606) Yads gl Bl i il asdel Hei sl

QURME AOURS ABSY UgRAIAL WA 2eee-2 B S%9HE UABAU A
ofly qaAfid a3 sladl qoul. dsasd Wl Ao Murlsl wwadl ¥dsdlg @3y
uss. sl uAd Mgl s sl o asul dsm uda sx9 Adl wy’
(11200 uui sdl. uig susril UysRA g s Adlsd ‘5% U WY e, ¥
13l M Ryt Aol suodl v 2L weieelsS slo-dt WyMud Judui
vl 234l

* dus vie Row(aidlam)ul dard wa 2oz Rid suoril ysd AMs 2 dalds 9.
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e, 5%9L WuiR Alangl A A5 DL el Ral siRure Aegois? vl
(rcor-¢e) el eaMi 5% Creetedl By Miantiel olorRicnl Adn sudl. wiow o
Al sl ey AU @sdidl Add ABY Welt, AR aeeiens w2d (1¢ou-1¢u0)
e dllial Al wiwad o @ A Yol QuruRued aeque (1eue) ya ae,
“gizaolts S (1ee-2ew )l qudlul wa sl vl Gedn wy B,

‘cifl-gaui s AMA -

oRd el-gorl “elfl s (1wl will- A, 1¢30) AReBs @
aud 8. ell(Br. daud)u sRu Budl 2audl g 6wl R st ool anan
GuistR Mt A ol s i)l sidl YA w1 wse (Fed 3 3ce
B.oAl) aiol 3 FAReIRS wotMl MideRMid Hot ¢4 AR wie s e Al sl
U alsanl Hrdly SRered 2 e gl weller ol odl Al L.

opidlane -gous widn (dustdl wouqn Benell, au 1¢).
Foina dlkew 3uda (udl i, au )

Pr0eus sauond (W sidsal, au 20)

AR el 5552 (Gosari vudl sidsdl sdl, au )
wlluy qelay s (sl wonn Reel, au 1¢)
woproS al (Geserti widl silsal, au )

Hyaw R 8552 ‘(c{svmi susde AUR W, sesini dsdl 4 S8 2smui
QAuda, au ¥o) ‘

aAidlepl 539U :

WML ARER w2 W Heten el suo-sull sus-ll 2ada-deudlvai Ade
il Q01 W] el H-ROOLS 531 el W30 WML st 1L iLsdlerall vell AR
(e Rau) Yl otidl-urer 529l 8 et ud el wd e el Jenasisy Yalsa,
silauate vidiell 24 uojeia QABUIN wgdisodet Ua ‘ritdosiR qdrdl ¥’ woll edl

oidley 529 vien q 4d 2R ul oS 3 uust quel agy sudlell ol Toudl edr.
e 569 Adl dlar 2ReL Bd waan s Asdl(S2a-As)a 4 - A
a3 st aidl-23 4 od. dl, 4o wel ugRl aets A saseu oflausll wigd
At s AL sigeus 63 ylud st dvd @2el sl Gl (1era)ui Wt awl
sbfl el

dl, et R 25 sudl waelell olrddl a4 aaao v 5ol dlsaidin
elollall qadld 2o W gdt. A6 daw aviusll Ay A A5 G Aol Ydwu ‘Ras
AR S vl edl. @i da avidll 4y qes sudl Qudl aen- dass,
%01l WS YOS A3 S2UR, 59 U Al Holl ddl 529 A HorSui Arl Aysd
A3UAL W5 A AR, o B sAeud vl e .
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wondlu uRneAl 2amn ¢

WM U6 YYD bl WU Joidui ‘sudl weadla uRne'l 2w us, ¥
AE R @l g 2. sase et ol ARRRRAML Herag Wew ol W@eudl
2l Al et ul aal¥d dlsasdni e 2l

arl stdsinl 22l sarud el 2 suodl [RRY 2ol Audidk Al At &4
wis AUl giRL 2y 2aAval e, 4R AN AA gsER HaLHsad]
uiowllall adl 2. uANA suon WAA W AsdR eotladl dvist A auell 2atdoy w2 »ga
Wsell oAl

YRMEAL e ot ABAUA(2eRE)L Yotk Y3 aeeiud 1ere-30-l Rse s
el etse af Bl e s wdoun wdiandl dadindl il wousl edl. o R
w5l well saoni vm Y sl A 5% AR D9z @l gua Uil opruy,
doudl Y5 daunu sl Al yys wdamd ;-

A (00310 Gl g wiodl e Ban 3 59l g (dLys)L el
2 Ulalefl s I dua-R Yus 13l (103-40) HuR WHIrndd 2 wpardl
A5 sdl. 528 ¥ aldod QA Bud v dui wddl RAR @i vud 6. Auoidl viglan
WA sl uondle WRvenL Wy adly saoni diarord asad sudiad 3yl weir sl
[Bue Hdamell Houd usiRani weL Aeal o ABA el A oS ‘urn sudl Ay’
(1ex2) ol el

oy SR AR, e MR- g dloy, oD 262 sirgs Yl sl
sifasdl gasil i 2l Quir sal, et sBias (1eae) wit RRAaY joudui was
stiRaldl ude Jen ududl v dr welada s, 4 ol wal agadil 25l ady
S UHA-YSL ML ARt Al Beudl s el

1¢30-33-(l asdl st Aei-HReHl W HRGY sl A weidll 2ardl g
el 2l ‘Aada RRRACA ¥ Ad y3d B wuoradl val wnen(aesy)u

dall e A edl. dl, ‘R Gl Anan(ter)dl AR Adid Wl sy Q4.
e3EAL 2 wpiugel sadl ualy WRue gl sl M AR, R A1
wed W wal el Yimoud A (1¢32-2003) A B A Brisy udwdl fgeg A

woled uRRet d saol updlu 4090 olRarl gl vidldr 3 vasld e adld
VSR HA),

»Adadl 2 Yotuil

WRuerL oflon izl ARt o) wu wWan aeller 2a%w vl Yos s
A gl 21 B 1ol il AR A2AA s W et wulell. d, ugaed wnw
ALRAL WALNE 28R wetied Hlgel ¢AA sslerll s a2l 243 2Fis suleigpdd i
adidl et sl vz wRAar(eao) e s o,
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Al euRd- AedidoAdy o Breedl didlel daslii sel @A AcdeiR AR
sl gl d ugl el aR3ls AL WeEs (e ce-qeuR )L WnUE duy SIRMRuE
2Actell 2t w2l Elasll adt ool Rt ‘suy Wy Alan’ (1¢31) Wy, 9 sl wnd
o By, .

WRve Al oy Bdad(aesy)l uym ds Yoy stdun oidl A
Yot R asdu, el Aeller A susul uuall B wUoRAL HRS et 2R
yd ooz AR sase sl asld iz . Bredllad wmm el (Lee-
1¢01) WRNE Wil @18 wRAuA(1e30)4 SR ol Ad UM dsdl @ AriE2l
Wl UM A0H gl 2 AAarHE oSl Biaier M3l uanaR elor 2 sl
o el ugl Asman edi.
wenaildy anis-feig -

sl uondly URNEL w9gl-rst ARANA(2e3 )AL s ol Fedt 3ys Hdwid)
Fell wly uRewriva el S5l ouo W2 saeil sl st UBL UL el B AREH]
‘gatotelz Al ol WA oA P asad Gl w2 gt wwy o, 211 @A
SRYAU B AN W wvuaad 2l J. Al anl ddsl sl 2l gpasl edl
suAl gl

Yt MRAe 20 ol oflog ol (deaed]) usat 3u 25 oeudl el 10l
-yl Higdldl Assi sas HeRIA wAdly ananle] g2 War Uewe’ Al o), uR
wal Wldi efRPig 2 sd. el ey wddl-naia Bl Fren ke 1l saod
ogellet afldl-ll wrte elvidll Q.

woaell ol 2stadl 20Mia udRandl Aqean ogel Btz e s B dda
dong, ¥ sa0rl HNARAAL Sl Ml Hon dvin ©. 2l s 232 el Wi il
(3R ug uy. ‘

‘GAELR AodA B

el eyl [Reetl acotdl Bt ddld weaany ol e 2ulg. A
AR SUIHL UL A ‘FeUMEIR AU B 3 Alyalclie Yot wBAUAT suclilg. Qi eust
Al Hudell vuadt 2adas el Rew wiker 1dl weyaudla B wpm younds oo
(1eeo-ren )l siordlui dendl sl 2 el usadl Seeodl ARs WRel R Al suoell
Ul Wisedl el

o gt el gl eder uRNg wyu MRl el i Rausdl i
wredst o’ 30 et wll Grasl 4. swoui euns 3wl B Ay wwdla ol odi. y-
vl e e uRen sludl srard wwmin (1eo3-co)H wyud o ‘s
B A’ Wy,

d ugl Bl uwdl A womdly anqel igs wvanr Al wda wd adl
i, 1e3edl sl uat 03 anidl ‘gaeier ad wedl YR ds yaddl 2 sdl.
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asct Wggl ol URNEAL AiadBL 5ol wond gl oA vzt s L s o -
s, AP WA A5 el (s ol udl i) sl RR-eudl-uRe e, saellalg
AR » YR Al odladld wiaRs seged gRa gel wel Auuad. dl, 1eseu
o daw siszall, siiLe vicuell, s Al Fell tdo L Rl siared uet
KEILTR
©e sll anan :

Leyorl el Am- Al s H3widl URA saA el A AL
Qe DA AL SR A HouSHi Raue o Heul. B Ul euRd-L wtdod Fouedl
actflod yister R dlifazy 2 bradl 1esad eurd B anaa Aok sild 43
wig 9. Yol i s wid 2l dau sl Wl udmdla v e dlddl v
Fadrt ofiddl.

aifloodl ersd well st e naa s wdl(ellagdl el susu
ettt gl Aot s qeulrs ailargl waweus wuell 4t (1coo-wv) ‘Re
O ddd avid saomi vk asdl sy e,

A BrogeusS ofist, goeus el Sause widl dau waelala s 2 Jaqdd
9ol 2ot Al s €f {1eoe-¢e) s w WAL v Anan aud -l vigs
aeadil didli Atudl 2umdl die dull wras id(1ceo-1eud)dl vl s’
(ogrta)t azsoni s AR adld R edl,

534l uondlu uBned wRdadl
54 Al W nyul
a. | W@, 3, W AR, e Yol U6 YD dcaMeld
2. ¢, e, 30 RAweR, 1¢29 Higell asflert a2 dal
3. R0, 4, W e, 130 LRl ofellol UlEeL $AL
¥. 2, W, 30 NBd, 3% o U5 HAAY SRUAER
Y, 20, 1, R AdWR, 139 SENLE] Broflend «uw dwel
e RE, R0, 2¢ (AR, e3¢ Yl yys udmdl ud-e
9. q, 2, 3 QawRr, 1wy o Jaloisy yaald Qaba
¢. q¢ AsALR, 1¥¢ 3 Jands vadd Qaldu
Rruef 2 Rel-lsw

59l 2ellcod HALLL AU 2 g ol Rdine Jaetin wydae
QuBat (1¢e2-1¢o ) W WRNE iy o AR (1eyy) dogy, il wéwdl
adlh Mizeoens s (1cee-1een), Ygalid st sidl 2wl weledn aulg.
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AR ole URMEd A 2R ey sla wBAuA (ere) uw sl walBaidl uyuug
o Aoty LU AL 2 2euel sl wdudel Y well e gaaiseus
Yusnefl ol MUl dAue(Teuo-)Hl a9l ude URAMEA 214 uan disaet (1euz-
uoll suodl Ma o WRAMMBA W A5 orul gdl.

ol ol 2l wlh Wil uluedl 8g 4 adi slay BAAANL da
Raoge-ll [Fala Adidl. 2 52 2aqieiod Aol dndlomi seraedl stoll 20u-ud v 234
250, 1eiedl wwddl sl wemsla wRne' wmdl oie 1l 2iisdeR, et A%
Rafd ud edl dm wesnell A 3idani Rellsaa 1y of.

‘GHIRRL AMUH AL
MLl UBULAL SURL FU GURele] UKBOHREL Bl 399 B52A0R, LrEL AY ‘G

Ao (Les-re) i widl wdl, F b was-a gL Gl 6 sudl wydal
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A Student’s Tribute to late Dr. (Smt) Maniben P. Kamerkar
- Dr. Sudha Mehta

A graceful and knowledgeable lady, Dr. Mani Kamerkar
was respectfully and fondly known as Madam to her students
] and colleagues. ’

A specialist in History, she had bagged the prestigious
# Padhye and Kanga Prizes for History when she topped at B.A.
(Hons) from Elphinstone College. She completed her M.A. in
1949 and obtained her Ph.D. in 1976 from Bombay University.

Having served for almost a decade as Professor and
Head of History Dept. at National College, Bandra, she joined
Maniben Nanavati college for. Women, Vile Parle as the head
of History Department and later occupied the post a its Principal in it until 1976.
She then was made Director, College Development Council of SNDT Women's
University, Bombay, until 1990. She had also held the distinguished post of
Chairperson, Board of Studies for History and many other offices in connection
with Seminars and Workshops organized during her tenure.

D Mani PK

1925 X

She was Chairperson of the Society for Indian History and Culture fro
years. Since 1990 She was a Vice President for the Asiatic Society of Bombay.

Her publications include 2 books and 30 Research Articles that were
included in several publications from India and abroad. These were collective
writings on History and various topics of Modern Indian History. Maniben al-
ways chose to highlight the information about the downtrodden sections of
society, neglected sections of society whose contribution to its development had
been crucial but was only cursorily referred to by general historical writings.
She had a keen interest in her own community of the Parsees and women's
studies. She also wrote articles for the Local History Society of Bombay and took
keen interest in its activities. She has guided 6 students to obtain their Ph.D.
Degree from SNDT Women's University, Covering topics of historical interest
from Maharashtra and Gujarat. She knew both Gujarati and Marathi well, and
red profusely from the original sources for her studies.

She also served as Visiting Lecturer and Professor at certain Universities
of Canada and USA. She attended a large number of Seminars and Workshops
of History organizations of national and international reputation, representing
her University and herself.

A person with great enthusiasm for life and devoted to her academic
interest, Maniben was a source of inspiration in both these fields for all who
came into her contact. She had a knack of building lasting relationships with all
of them, be they students, colleagues and staff, or friends, relatives and neigh-
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bors. She guided her students very naturally, like a mother leading her kid to
cross the road !

Not that she was lenient all the time, though. She always insisted on
principles like honesty, responsibility, tearnwork, and discipline ,and devotion to
work. She was firm as head of a college or society or any other organization and
set example by working hard herself. Her innate courtesy and fair-minded at-
titude put everyone at ease, and reminded them of good behavior-staff or stu-
dents-wherever they were, in or out of college.

She never hesitated in speaking her mind if she found any interpretation
of facts, academically, defective, or shortsighted and misleading. With many
reputed colleagues she indicated difference of opinion without fear or favour,
and always condemned any kind of prejudice, parochialism or injustice. Her
criticism though, was never biting or insulting or destructive. It was, rather
kind, suggestive and constructive. Her typical Parsee humor took the edge out
of it every time.

Her administrative abilities were evident in her management of the
Maniben Nanavati College that became from a small college of girls into a
highly reputed college for women. These were also evident when she became
Director of College Development Council, and spruced up the Affiliated Colleges.
Transparent in her dealings she always worked among the staff as first among
equals. By arraging lectures of various topics solely for her lecturers, she en-
couraged continued learning, inter—disciplinary exchanges and thus provided
new centers of interest to all. She thus rejuvenated their enthusiasm for work
and themselves, and introduced new interests in their lives.

Such a personality, with a large circle of friends in India and abroad,
almost a Mother' Figure to the students like us, is no longer amongst us-a sad
yet an inevitable fact of life is that it comes to an end, some time. Maniben left
for heavenly abode at 75, after a brief illness that did not stop her from continu-
ing her work till last. ~

We all pray that her kind influence continues to inspire all those who
knew her personally and they in turn inspire others similarly.

May God rest her soul.
Dr. Sudha Mehta, a student of Maniben
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