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The commonest reaction is to.seek ref vge from
today’s problems in tomorrow’s solutions. Here,
the idea is that we shculd all wait for Jegislation
banning wasteful use of scarce resources, and for insti-
tations to control. or rationalise their preduction,
distribution and use.

But, all conscientious action ‘begins at home.
We have no control over other people’s action, but

we do have some cver our own and that is the only
place to begin, :

If we are serious about our concern for the heajth
of the community, cur attitude must be based on
an acceptance ¢f an individual personal . obligation,
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Madame, what 15 there to brevent youfrom going
out and feeding that child right now excert your
Colombo Lacies Social Service League?
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The question of whether such individeal action
‘will solve the general problem of poverty or ot is
irrelevant and is prompted only by the icclination
to shrug :t all off on the Colcmbo Ladies Social
Service League or whatever.
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The one-sided voting and ihe Block politics
in the Current Assembly has been especially note-
worthy becauseip early years the General Assembly
was an American preserve.

The tragedy is that some of the larger nations
are taking the U.N. less and less seriously,
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If the Geueral Assembly were to suspe;d
Isarael, there would be a great pressure for ihe
U.S. to voluntarily suspend itself, walk out, and atg
minimum reduce appropreations. I strongly sus.-
bect we would not be alone,
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¥ i Pdl oed Rl v edle ¥ ydl
Fooldarsik Bduivelfis e B wid Al RS
wls Al IS YU WE Geaudt vl vl a3l af «le.
W g carg fBra B, Ged @SRiddl asiied
uge] s wlLywy ygldler A3 w11 B, Is India a
secular statc? If so, in  what sense? o{tl-
ol sl 2w, 2w A ket Wi el wadl
gdl. [geg o AH o {2 2129 26 gdl A3l Pds sRue
Rl vudl ¢dl§ vluglenadl sva 2afdL AR gl 8.
del i 9L uAll @eoilad add wid epy A
B, SHE s&] B 5 ovddz widl edla s A amw
asla 49 B ua Al dagdll R aiL A wudEd

il 2] 8. evdld wtiladn wenaq B dul sy -
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il @7 ddl el 2L B 3, oF 4 vlaavelt syadlil
QIR DL D, Bl o7 e 23 53 B Tugrellad seida
WA Hls g, AN qainlda vladl Adlse Yars sl
asty «lg. dn s@unl HgldRe v w8, [l
Geua s AR B. 20 seuss »1d U4l kb
WL il wolesldanl o A ag. el wrdld wisud
wid AR edAldlle s w4 wasirdl  sedswud
sveitt] Bid wilgendl B4 24 usAd HE 25 22
Uddldl Yoid 8. National Institute for Jainological
study and Research. svd »Rovelddl sddl UHIE svei-
walldl v vl AUl o wumdl a3, w1y FiglaL,
ovd ¥ 6¥laR ddL wieel 53t G, Imparting the knowledge

of Jain scriptures to those who are not fit to receive
it is also prohibited by Jain Religion.

qeRalell, olld Fedl, WM Yadsteail A58 W o
i Rtelae] Ud S d w0l vy Au 6u B QL.

21 oL et QB2 Wt ovoiiezsi Bag, wiee
sl B.
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Heatll [oldel 2l 50 B. vl »id 2uvp Tasi
ddl erel syl wlel WA B i@ 3, ool Bl
el avgl B, wid eyer eobul cad v fyla-
Agetil iy B, ulndl W Wz olg ¢ 219 e
aidlazul del cvaolldl oy adl, A AFBUHL Aead v
W 518 2ol el 2 el 210 W3l 423 g Glefl
KU 21l 214 Aead wifrler awj-A wall of
seperation between the church and the state. wtIul
Al 24 «2l. The evolution of concept of secularism
in modern India has a very different background. 135
ARl 214 Gzl wélAell edla wdeglie] ang 26
8. (a1 Asyar-aon CIHIRRMI4URIIL o7 «lell, 5121 3,
ulurnl w1 goedl euadl 219 Skl ogel B & gl
AUl < ddl. BiL Tunl fedl MR B, agula 360 B,
4 a8l udl ameus 214 vieadl el Saadl wdly 2s-
Al Yza sl G A wlfrlel o], DAL 2
il Foaead wl Wl RS wely «dl maa
alew il fym B, DAL viel w4l wed oy v
WAL e B I G W2 58 g, T want to
state authorjtatively that secularism does not mean
irreligion It means we respect all faiths and religions,
our state does not identify itself with any parlicular
religion.

Bt w2 21y oftlegul e3sd Wdrel Qafe] wid

Afs WDl vuuzy 28 Yz R eelAdl -

Bl B e B8 s R 204 4 Ul
Ny WL 2R 45 Do o dAfs ug o 4R
YUl wiond »ier 53,

Mdly gl clleddl BEM 9RE dom B, 34
Gladml 2sdt . Unity in Diversity 211 Ry
VI Bisdl oled SRdlA degld wys oy B,

ARl 2dsladl did2 219 Bsl oo Hytdlre
qloleted Hgxde 8. Bhagwan Mahavir's contribution
to Indian culture and to Indian philosophical thought
can uot be disputed. ewolutd Uyl BRA 23
Guga 200 @l Y~ gl dedler, seim dd) quid wus
Guysd ®. The message of a great person like
Bhagwan Mahavir is as relevant to-day as it was in
his tivm":z Mahavir was one of the great figures of Indian
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dy sl aldL afl dgela 20l wa B, ael wmad

aaddl iR D, 214 ddl wlers wRadl g0l 8.
Religion was propounded for people to live in
society. 211 iani ewlald Jetdld uHler @adui siled
53l He tausht people certain doctrines and expected
them to conduct themselves according to those doc-
trines. It had therefcre a positive influence on the

conduct of people in society. It had an impact on society.

vilgal, 2Ry, wdsteddl Blgldl spqqeqnd 8.
The doctrine of Ahimsa emphasised by Mahavir
has a great relevance to the present times both in
domestic and international fields. ..Every one ought
to feel proud that the propounder of such an important
principle was born and lived in this country 2500

years ago.

Wgldlzl GUEY Wi vl W12 o7 2], Haidllad
Aqrat ovaldl 9ol <), This objection assumes that
Mahavir and his nameis a monopoly of the Jains.It
forgets that Mahavir was a son of India and is a part
of the History of India as such and not merely the
history of Jains or Jainism. If the whole country
admires him, none of the Jain pititioners can have
a right that the Government of India should not
admire hin, _

colidd g Mt ol il B gl el AL
il 3 & alfL 4an?

There is no religious right in the members of the
Yain community to prevent publicity being given to
the life and tcaclﬁngs of Mahavir; on the other hand,
they should he tharkful for it.

allad arstzdl 4@l 2 AR Wl B F pu Radt Wl
UL 2ieR AL dudl GuBad i gl g
52l B aduid @addl anpiar el 21 Gu-
29 213 Glegidtdl GUTIBLAL 428 aet 21RY. @RaAL uleg-
fis 21 2tfens aRAL 2 ddl epadyedl Wl yat-
Udle] et Wag 214 44 A R4l To create and
arouse in the younger generation of our Country
an awareness of our heritage and to reinterpret fthe

cultural and spiritual values India stands for.

2wl GRael GhasHl olad 22513 apt Hery 2l aded
paar onfrd Govdl B, ol o, 23 <lds, HelHl
o], 2Regeta 23R, >1RE A a3 1yl svald
Goel Auel Ry sl B, 2 Rl 318 Wil wlis
@EEHA an sugdl @l s sdar agueloit Wi
[l uill 2, v, o &7 QU d. MR AR5 1S wilks
B sdl adl. by BE 20 uivgls shlsnii R—
odicdl seviiezil 58] B, ult-dedl w2 qodedl Bl s
3. ug ol @dsdl G 52 d by .y, Budyd
e R ks BEB, wg ) Yot fdl ey sl
T ollo slaioft W Anl wlbis AR oy 2nad <.

sroflezdl id s8] B

A secular way of remembering Bhagwan Mahavir
is devised by the Government fo suit all the people
irrespective of the religions to which they may belong.
Tt is the essence of a common cultural activity (hat
every one should be able to participate in it. It is not

meant to be an imitation of a religious practice. It

does not therefore misrepresent the Jain religion or
the religious practice.
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