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A withered leaf of a tree falls
down after some nights go by.
Similarly the life of a man comes
to an end. Therefore, O Gautama!
do not be careless even for a
moment.
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Lord Mahavir

(2¢) Bhagwan Mahavir : Fearless Child
(30) Shantilal Shah's Mahavir Stavan
(34) A beginner's guide to Lord Mahavir
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Thus HE Was, Thus HE Spoke :

_ LORD MAHAVIR |

Lord Mahavir in Uttar Udhyayan Sutra tells his disciple
Gautam these famous words (deshna)- 'Samayam
goyam ma pamaye"

Shrimad Rajchandra, my Guru and Lord Mahavir's last
Gandhar describes a human life as a a dewdrop ,
fleeting and quick.

He further explains that there are two deeper meanings
to the above said deshna. One which is apparant that'
Oh Gautam,Do not waste this time that you have so
preciously got.' and second that unblinkingly this
moment that swiftly glides by, even a fraction of that
moment, one should not waste, one should not be
unaware, one should not be lazy.The reason being this
body is momentary- the hunter of time is constantly
standing on us with his bow and arrow ready to
strike.He could strike now or he could strike later but
strike he will for sure, soon and since that moment is
unknown , if we be unaware even for a moment, we
could miss the bus... miss the fruits of a spiritual aware
existance.

The liberated souls warn us to the extent that one
moment gone is equal to one entire life failed.
Acharya Rajyasuriji Maharaj help us by defining what

should we do with the time we have. The first step
towards the discipline of 'samayam goyam..' is to wake
up in Brahma Muhurat. Brahma Mahurat is a time of
48 minutes before sunrise which is considered the most
auspicious time for meditation- Professor John. S.
Hoyland has described it as the moment when "the veil
between the things that are seen and the things that
are unseen becomes so thin as to interpose scarcely
any barrier at all between the eternal beauty and truth
and the soul which would comprehend them."
This time of the morning the entire atmosphere in is
charged with powerful electro-magnetic-intelligent
carriers generally called spiritual vibrations that travel
in a north-south direction. This time is also ideal for
study, to obtain knowledge .
O traveler get up; it is dawn-it is not right that you
continue sleeping.
One who awakes, he finds, One who is asleep, he loses.
Get up and open your eyes from slumber and meditate
on your Master'. - Kabir

RESHMA JAIN

The Narrators

Tel: 9820427444

Twenty Fourth Tirthankar Bhagwan Mahavir : As a Fearless Child

He was fearless since his childhood. He was born
on the thirteenth day of the bright half of the month of
Chaitra before Two thousand six hundred years ago.
His mother's name was Trishladevi and father's name
was Siddharth.

Once upon a time few children were playing a game
of cathching cook around a tree. All were busy play-
ing. Suddenly a child was shocked to see a serpent
on one of the trunks of the tree. Listening his loud
screeching, the other children also ran here and there.
One of the child — our Mahavir swiftly went near the
tree and lifted the serpent and threw him for away. All
the children were surprised. How could he catch the
serpent and threw him away!

On another game he was taken away by a demon
to kill him but instead Vardhman killed th demon.

When he grew up he was not inclined to get mar-
ried. He loved and respected his parents a lot and

therefore he agreed to get married at the proper age
with Yashoda. He had one daughter named Priya
Darshana. At the age of twenty eight he lost both of this
parents. He wanted to leave the palace and worldly life
but at the request of his elder brother Nandivardhan he
left the idea of leaving everything and delayed for two
years.

After a year he started giving away everything be-
longing to him. He gave away clothes and valuables,
gold mohars also. he started discarding everything day
by day. On the tenth day of the dark half of the month of
Margashirsha he relinquished everything. He left the
palace, the family and the worldly life. He became a
monk and did penance for twelve and a half year. Ulti-
mately he achieved Keval Gyan on the tenth day of
Vaishakha. He was then known as Tirthankara who
preached the Jain religion.

By : Pushpa Parikh
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SHANTILAL SHAH'S MAHAVIR STAVAN
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This is a Stavan (Bhajan) by Shri Shantilal Shah a
very famous poet. He was a famous composer as well
as a singer. He has written very welknown stavans
which are sung by our people at many places and at
various functions and during our festivals.

Now I will try to explain the meaning of his stavan--
Stanza by stanza.

In the beginnig he has clearly mentioned that the
people of the world today who are occupied in fighting
wil have to follow one day the path showed by Mahavir
Bhagwan. The people who are busy in Hinsa like the
terrorists will definately have to repent one day.

In the first stanza he tries to mention the mental
agony that people are facing these days. He feels that
the people busy in Hinsa will definetely have to repent
and will be punished by god in such a way that they will
be unhappy by experiencing the the fire of the tears of
unprotected people

In the second stanza he mentions about the Jain
religion which says that you can never abolish ven-

Ladati Zagadti Aa Duniyane Ek din
Mahavir Chindhya Rahe jaavu padashe
Prabhu Mahavir Chindhya Rahe jaavun padashe
Hinsana Tandavma rachnara lokne
Ek Di jarur pasatavun padashe
Prabhu Mahavir...
Koti Koti Manvine Mathe Nirantar gajechhe yudhhana nagara
Padike bandhayel jeevne palepal bhadakvta Bhankara

Lakho nodharana Aansuna shvasni aagma Ek di Homavu
Padashe...

Prabhu Mahauvir...
Verthi Ver shame na kadapi, Aagthi Aag Buzay na

Hinsathi Hinsa Hanay nahi koidi, Shastrothi Shanti Sthapay
na.

Bombna Banavnar vaigyanikone, Ek di Jarur pastavun
padashe

Prabhu Mahavir...
Lakh Lakh Prashnona Sacha Ukelo Shastro thaki nahi Aave.
Bhiti Batave Manavina Haiyama, Preeti Kadi Nahi Jaage.

Satya Ahinsane Shsantinu Sangeet Buland Kanthe gavu
Padashe

Prabhu Mahavir...

geance by vangeance and you can never extinguish
fire by fire; violence can't be demolished by violence;
peace can't be achieved by weapons, He further says
that the inventors of bomb will definately have to re-
pent one day. This is the basic knowledge or the les-
son preached by our gurus or sadhus & saints.

In the last stanza he mentions the same idea in a
different way. Here he clearly says that you cannot solve
any problem with the help of the weapens. Here | am
reminded of a sentence from a very recent famous
book, "The secret of the Nagas' by Amish Tripathi.
There he has mentioned (p.g. 190) "Vengeance is a
luxury | cannot afford.' It is quite true that in war you
need lots of money to produce weapons. You can never
produce love in a human being by showing fear. We
will hve to spread the message of peace, Ahimsa and
Truth by an effective music and songs.

Though this stavan is written before many years, it
is very appropriate in these days of the daily fear from

the terrorists. O PUSHPA PARIKH



(I 4

l"['

¢ Q4 4 people multiplied.

%

3 H. ‘ mind continued to dwell on renunciation and spiritual practice.
|

PAGE No. 83

A beginner's guide to Lord Mahavir

Bhagwan Mahavira

A contemporary of Gautam Buddha, Bhagwan Mahavira’s teachings and life
form the perfect and limitless source of inspiration for Jains. Indeed, he is the
rejuvenator, propagator and teacher of Jainism.

Queen Trishala saw 14 auspicious dreams when she conceived him. Asked
by King Siddartha to explain the meaning, the dream interpreters announced that
the queen would give birth to a Tirthankara. Mahavira was born in 543 before the
Vikram era (599 B.C) on the 13th day of the bright half of the Chaitra month at
Kshatriya Kundh. This regionis today part of the state of Bihar in India.

His parents named him ‘Vardhamana’, because from the time he was
conceived, the power, wealth and glory of not only the royal family but also the

From early childhood, Vardhamana had great physical strength. His
fearlessness soon earned him the title of ‘Mahavira’. His parents found him a
bride in princess Yashoda and they had a daughter, Priyadarshana. Though he
spent the first 30 years of his life as a householder, living in the royal palace, his

Finally, when he was 30 years old, he took the vow of asceticism, renouncing
the world. The next twelve and half years were spent in deep silence and
meditation and practice of severe austerities. With the greatest equanimity and
serenity, he faced the insults and ill-treatment of the rude and ignorant. He bore
ungrudgingly the attacks of beasts and insects and other calamities of nature.

Once, he went through a forest where a venomous cobra called
Chandkaushik lived. When the enraged snake bit his toe, a substance that was as
pure as milk flowed from the wound. In fact, Mahavira’s gentle words calmed

iL -

Chandkaushik who recalled its past births and that it had suffered immensely due
to its angry nature. He paid reverence to the Lord, took the vow of fast-unto-death
and later died while meditating.

At another time, a heavenly figure known as Sangamdev visited 20 different
and dreadful calamities on Bhagwan Mahavir in just one night. This entity
| assumed the forms of mosquitoes, beasts, sandstorms, scorpions and other
poisonous creatures at different times and hurled itself at him or bit him. Nothing
succeeded in shaking Mahavira’s composure. So Sangamdev went to the
opposite extreme and

began sending charming ‘Apsaras’( beautiful women) to seduce him. This did
not succeed either. After six months of harassing the Lord in this manner,
Sangamdev himself fellin exhaustion at Mahavira’s feet.

Jainism believes that time is infinite and has neither beginning nor end. It is
divided into infinite and equal time cycles with each cycle being further divided

* into two equal halves. These halves have a distinct and characteristic feature.

One half is the progressive phase known as Utsarpini while the other, the
regressive part is known asAvsarpini. Each of these are further divided into six
unequal parts called Aras.

The present period is the fifth Ara of the Avsarpini part.

Jains hold that in the previous Ara (i.e the fourth one), 24 souls became
Tirthankaras.

A Tirthankar is one who has conquered all the enemies within himself (like
anger, desire, falsehood, pride) and has thus created a “ford” across the “river of
human misery” thatis life.

Inthe present Avsarpini, Bhagwan Rishabhadev was the first Tirthankara and
Bhawan Mahavira, the last and twenty-fourth Tirthankara.

| Reshma Jain
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