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GANDHARVAD IN JAIN PHILOSOPHY
O DR. ANIL V. DESAI

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2013

[ Leanrned writer is professor of philosophy and Vice Principal of Acharya Marathe College,
Chembur, Mumbai. He wrote Ph.D. thesis on "Concepts of Soul, Karma, and liberation in Jainism'.
He is a graceful speaker and wrote many articles on various subjects of Jainism.]

Its meaning, Historical Sources, Importance and Relevance in Modern Times.
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O Vardhamana ! You are one who has become
< the very embodiment of imperishable pure con-
< sciousness, omniscience and one who is knower of
< the transformations of all existents characterized by
<% origination, destruction and permanence. You are
< indeed knowledge endowed with the splendours.
< What is this light of yours? It is truly mavellous to
+* us.

%  This is how AMRATCHANDRA Suri has de-
< scribed Lord Mahavira, about nine hundred years
< ago.

+¢ Lord Mahavira, the 24th and last of Jaina
< Tirthanakrs in this era enlightened and inspired minds
< and spirits of all life forms about six centuries before
< Christ.

% GANDHARVAD is the name assigned to de-
< bates, doubts, questions and points of imperfections
< raised by eleven Learned Vedic Scholars (Brahmins
<& by birth) to Lord Mahavira. Lord Mahavira who be-
< ing omniscient had pre-knowledge of the same. Lord
<+ Mahavira answered and resolved all points of im-
< perfections to the total satisfaction of all of them.
% Alleleven of them were no ordinary mortals, they
<+ were scholars of highest rank in Vedic philosophy.
%% Their names were (1) INDRABHUTI, (2)
+ AGNIBHUTI, (3) VAYUBHUTI, (all three of them
<+ were brothers with family name "GAUTAM') (4)
+ ARYA VYAKTA, (5) ARYA SUDHARMA SWAMY,
<+ (6) MANDITPUTRA, (7) MAURYA PUTRA, (6th &
<& 7th Brothers again) (8) AKAMPITA SWAMI (9)
% ACHALAPUTRA SWAMI, (10) METRAYA SWAMI
% AND (11) PRABHASA SWAMI.

%% It can be safely inferred from their age groups
<+ that they were very matured thinkers and intellectu-
<% ally honest.

% Barring 11th GANDHARA PRABHASWAMI all
<+ of them were over thirty six years of age when they
+% met Lord Mahavira for the first time. Inspite of being

exceptionally gifted scholars, each of them had con- %
flicting understanding of vedic texts and thereby had
doubts or uncertainty on those points. These doubts
were crucial links in their overall understanding of %
Vedic phiolosophy. These were the reasons for their
imperfections. They had almost all the knowledge **
except these doubts. As they commanded great re- %
spect and reverence from the laity, they were reluc- %
tant to seek clarifications or they might have believed
no one knew better or could give them satisfsctory ¢
answer. *
These doubts were in following order. *
1. The first Gandhar Indrabhuti had doubts about ex- %
istence of soul independent of body. Even if it ex- 3¢
ists is it one or many? Or whether it continues ¢
after the death of body. *
2. The second Gandhar Agnibhuti had doubts about 3
KARMATATVA. Is there a cause which affects ¢
every thought, word and action therby influencing <
the destiny of its doer? *
3. The third Gandhar Vayubhuti doubted whether soul ¢
and body are one or different from each other ? %
This is a question very close to what his eldest ¢
brother Indrabhuti had asked. *
4. The fourth Arya Vyakta Gandhar's doubt was con- <%
cerned with the nature of existence of basic ele- ¥
ments like ether, water, air, light, sky etc. *
5. The fifth Gandhar Shri Sudharma Swami had <%
question or doubts whether soul that exists in body <%
at present time assumes the same body in rebirth %
or not. *
6. 6", 7t 8h 9th 10" and 11" Gandhars named re- ¢
spectively as Manditaputra, Mauryaputra, %
Akampita Swami, Achalbrata Swami, Metraya %
Swami and Prabhasa Swami had doubts con- %%
cerned mainly with causes, consequences and %%
implications of karma theory. Sixth Gandhar &
doubted Karma Bandh and Liberation, seventh and %
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eight had doubts about existence of DEVAGATI

and NARKI, 9", and 10" had issues regarding

merit and sin or PUNYA or PAPA and the exist-
ence of the world other than existing one and fi-
nally 11" Gandhar had doubts about complete
cessation of karmic activities and liberation or
nirvana of worldly soul.

Sources of Ganadharvad in Jainism

The origin of Gandharvad can be traced from
AVASHYAK Sutra composed by Gandhar them-
selves. It entails six essentials or AVASHYAK.
Srutkevli ACHARYA BHADRABAHU had com-
posed Ten "NIRYUKTIS, one of which is SAMYAK
AVASHIYAK NIRYUKTI from which Shree
JINBHADRA GANI had composed Shree
VISHESHAVASYAK BHASYA in PRAKRUT LAN-
GUAGE.

This great work is composed of about 4000
verses. This epic work contains names of
Gandhars, roots of their family trees, number of dis-
ciples and the doubts that each one had. This work
includes 476 verses detailing misinterpretations of
vedic texts and their possible right interpretations.
This has been the basic source of heart and soul of
GANDHARVAD. There have been numerous com-
mentaries on this legendary text by Shri Jinbhadra
Gani. Shri Jinbhadra Gani appear to have composed
this great work in 666 AD. He was considered as
AGAMVADI in JAINA DARSANA.

Visheshavshyakabhashya was translated in
Sanskrit by Maldhari Hemchandra.

The other commentary is by Upadhyaya VINAY
VIJAYJI who while commenting on KALPSUTRA,
made a brief but now popular note on
GANDHARVAD. Other commentary is of Pandit
Dalsukh Malavania. For further readings there are
books in two parts by Dr. ARUN VIJAYJI Maharaj,
GANDHARVAD by Shrimad VIJAY
BHUVANBHANU MAHARAJ and translation of
Maldhari Hemchandracharya's work by Shri
DHIRAJLAL D. MEHTA. All the above mentioned
works are in lucid but simple GUJARATI language.
The English translation of GANDHARVAD of Shri
BHUVANBHANUSURI by Shri K. RAMAPPA IS
PUBLISHED by Motilal Banarsidas from DELHI.

Lord Mahavir in the state of omniscience, having
knowledge of all elements, all forms at one time an-
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swered each of the doubts leaving no scope for dis-
agreement or dissent and to the total satisfation of
all Gandhars. This eventually led to surrender and
acceptance of Lord Mahavir as an all knowing Mas-
ter.

Lord Mahavir having inexhaustible compassion
for all proceeded to clarity doubts of each Gandhara.

First Gandhara's Indrabhuti's uncertaintly about
existence or soul surviving death of body was ex-
plained by various convincing methods like direct
and indirect perceptions, inferences, analogies, sa-
cred texts of all sects including vedic text and finally
the fact that if there is no soul why conduct rites and
rituals to attend which he had come with ten other
scholars.

The second Gandhar's doubt about karmatatva
and its grip over worldly soul is expalined by recource
to various conditions and transformations that a soul
undergoes. Karmatatva is logical and reasonable
explanation for apparently causeless incidends. Lord
Mahavir reminds him that there is no Creator, Con-
troller or Merciful God. Man is responsible for his
past, present and future ocnditions. How he conducts
himself determines what he gets at every stage in
life. This does not imply fatalistic attitude of oneself
and for others as is commonly misunderstood. It calls
for greater effrots and restraints for right path as laid
out by master himself. For the resolution of
VAYUBHUTI'S doubt whether soul and body are
same or different, Lord quotes from MANDUKYA
Upanishad that soul is different from body, it can be *
only realized by truth, panance and celibacy. Soul is *
pure-consciousness and knoewledge. VYAKTA'S *
doubt regarding reality of soul was cleared by refer-
ence to dream and awakened state of conscious-
ness. The fifth Gandhar's doubt was cleared by ex-
plaining that soul does not always assume same body
in next birth. It is Karmic materials which determine
how he is born in any of the four Gatis. For sixth
Gandhara's doubt, Lord explained him that he did
not understand all of soul's qualities. There is no
bondage or liberation for omniscient but for worldly
soul both are realities until it is free from all karmic
connections. The 7" Gandhar's doubt was celared
by direct showing of celestial bodies and inferences
of happiest man. But at the same time Lord showed
it is not of eternal existence, it comes to an end hence
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® not desirable. The 8" Gandhar's doubt about NARKI
or Hellish life was cleared by stating that soul can
be born in NARKI but does not always stay there, it
can move to other GATI. A soul's upward move-
ment should not be interpreted as non-existence of
Narki. 9, 10" and 11" Gandhar's doubts respec-
tively about sin PAPA and merit PUNYA, existence
of the other world and Liberation of worldly soul were
cleared in follownig ways. Karma or action deter-
mines merit or sin which in turn serves as basis for
happiness and the misery in the world. The impor-
tance of assumed other world is exalted and en-
couraged for avoidance of papa karma and remain-
ing steady on right path. Finally doubts over libera-
tion are cleared by subtle explanation of this con-
cept which means complete absence of actions and
acquisition of total knowledge.

In this way omniscient Lord Mahavira answered
3¢ all questions, provided all missing links to all of them.
3¢ All eleven learned men in full humility and modesty
&% understood the right path of Mahavira.

%  Although they were proud of their knowledge and
<% intelligence, they were neck deep in rituals and cer-
<+ emonies, however they had great respect for truth
+ and simplicity which Lord had in totality. They all
%% immediately became Lord's first disciples. They
¥ were appointed as leaders of various categories.
3& Thisin factis famed Gandharvada in Jaina Darshan.

% The first discourse of Lord was heard by souls
%% of devgati but no one was ordained due to various
<% reasons. Lord Mahauvir, having sheer compassion
<% and welfare of all souls and to promote and propa-
< gate non-violence, restraints, needed few able dis-
< ciples. In the state of omniscience he could foresee
< arrival of learned Brahmins for a great religious rite,
< whom He thought to be great promoters and propa-
< gators of ideas which were to benefit the entire man-
< kind.

s+ Importance and Relevance of
3¢ Gandharvad in modern times

% The greatest discovery of man is, Discovery of
<¢ himself. Human life is compared by poets and phi-
<% losophers as a grand journey and holy pilgrimage
<¢ where we not only discover the world outside but
< also the world inside, for the treacherous unexplored

areas of the world are not in continents or seas but i
they are in minds and hearts of men. A man is never
fully satisfied with physiological activiteis, certain
metaphysical problems bother him. He continously 3%
strives to seek answers to these problems. Answers
to these problems make him think about origin of and
order in universe, secrets and true nature of physi-
cal world and finally existence and the aims of hu-
man life. As Socrates has said for every thinking &%
being unexamined life is not worth living. The ques- %
tions raised by Gandharas were of immense impor-
tance, not only to themselves but also to entire man- &%
kind. &%
These questions originate in every meritorious 3z
soul at some point of time in its worldly journey. The 4%
moot question is "can interest in it be sustained and 3¢
strengthened until they are resolved by right sources. 4.

Issues discussed in Gandharvad remain relevant <%
as long as human mind exist in all ages. These is- %
sues are our keys to steadying, awakening and pu- <%
rifying consciousness. Social and material circum- %
stances change periodically but the purpose of hu- 3%
man birth will not change. With Lord's answers we %
all have golden opportunity to explore uncharted and <%
immense power of our consciousness. %

Even today's leaders of sub-atomic physics in the #
world talk of immense and unexplored power of hu- %
man conciousness. The study of Gandharvad helpd *
each soul to refocus, reorient and rethink that hu- %
man birth will not be wasted if we follow the path pre- %
scribed by Lord Mahavira. The relevance of this %
message of Lord is lauded by Upadhyaya Shri %
YASHOVIJAYJI in GNANSAAR in following way.

“"Human existence is as unstable as wind, our
wealth, possessions are like waves in stormy sea
and our body as fragile as passing cloud."

| sincerely seek forgiveness of readers for any
error either of language or contents. This write up is
humble and an honest attempt to project Lord 5
Mahavira's message for all of us. 3

| am thankful to Dr. Rashmibhai Zaveri for con- 4.
verting my intial reluctance into readiness and for
providing vital inputs for this brief write up. % % % 4.
Acharya Marathe College Chambur 3%
Mo. : 9819724556. email:anilvdesai@gmail.com w*

* *
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% Thus HE Was. Thus HE Spoke

%
% [SWAMI VIVEKANAND ]
%

% “lam a spirit living in a body. | am not the body. The
<% body will die, but | shall not die. Here am | in this
< body; it will fall, but | shall go on living.”
*® — Swami Vivekananda
% Swami Vivekananda is best known for his speech
*in Chicago, in 1893, in which he introduced the world
* to Hinduism. But his speeches did not centre on
* the practice of the religion. In fact, they were
principles of life and living and Hinduism within the
context of other world religions like Christianity and
Judaism. After the Chicago Parliament of World
Religions meet, he was celebrated as a messenger
of Indian wisdom to the world. But Vivekananda,
*® born as Narendra Nath Datta to an affluent Kolkata
*® family, was not one who glorified in this status. His
% mission wgs to better the Ilfe. of his fellow Indlgns
by preaching the Vedanta philosophy to them, just
as he had done to himself.
“Infinite power and existence and blessedness are
3 ours, and we have not to acquire them; they are our
3 own, and we have only to manifest them.”
&% His road to a spiritual awakening was not easy. He
& had had a yogic temperament as a boy and
3 practiced meditation even then. But he was filled
& with doubts about the existence of God. It was when
& he asked Ramakrishna Paramhamsa whether he
3% had seen God that his restless soul found the
¥ answer it was seeking. Paramhamsa is famously
<% quoted as saying: “Yes, | have. | see Him as clearly
< as | see you, only in a much intenser sense.”
< Vivekananda became a disciple of Paramhamsa,
< who instilled in his followers the spirit of renunciation
<t and brotherly love for one another. He even gave
<¢ them ochre robes to wear and sent them to beg for
%% food. This was actually the seed of the monastic
% order later founded by Vivekananda. Paramhamsa
* gave Vivekananda clear directions for this.
“* Vivekananda was still Narendranath at this point. It
* was only after Paramhamsa passed away in August
of 1886 that the disciples formed a new brotherhood,
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took vows of sanyasa and assumed new names.
Vivekananda took a bigger leadership role from this
point onwards.

He travelled to Chicago where he made his famous
speech and toured the world for three and a half
years preaching the teachings of Vedanta. When
he returned to India, he travelled all over the country
to experience the conditions of Indians first hand.
What he saw shook him to his core. He was the
first to realise that India’s failure and downfall would
be in its neglect of the masses and that centuries of
oppression by invaders had robbed India’s poor of
their will power and their belief in themselves, that
they could improve their living and life conditions.
“Religion is not in books, nor in theories, nor in
dogmas, nor in talking, not even in reasoning. It is
being and becoming.”

Vivekananda realised that while people held on to
the beliefs and rituals of their religion, they did not
know or practice its life-giving and empowering
principles. He realised that the need of the hour was
to make people mentally, emotionally and spiritually
strong. This could only be done by a life-changing
message. So he started preaching the potential of
the soul as taught by Vedanta or the Upanishads,
an ancient Hindu text.

“Change is always subjective. To talk of evil and
misery is nonsense, because they do not exist
outside. If | am immune from all anger, | never feel
angry. If  am immune from all hatred, | never feel
hatred.”

Vivekananda would go on to focus not just on the
religious message but his preaching had a two-fold
intention: 1)impart knowledge that would empower
people to improve their economic condition, and 2)
spiritual knowledge to make them believe in
themselves and strengthen their sense of morality.
It was education that would improve the lot of his
fellow Indians, Vivekananda realised. And an
effecgtive organization was needed to effect this...
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j: “to setin motion a machinery which will bring noblest
3¢ ideas to the doorstep of even the poorest and the
& meanest.” So, the Ramakrishna Mission was
& founded a few years later.

& He continued his travels within India and also
3% abroad. He passed away in July, 1902. His last
+% message to a follower was this: “It may be that |

*
shall find it good to get outside my body, to cast it off 3%

like a worn out garment. But | shall not cease to work. 3%
| shall inspire men everywhere until the whole world 4%
shall know that it is one with God.” &
RESHMA JAIN *
The Narrators *
Mob.: 9820427444 %

*

*

W CCEAN OF POLITENESS J A Story From Asam Fatha b

* *
&% CGujarati:ACHARYASHRI VATSALYADEEPJI @ English Translation:SMT. PUSHPA PARIKH) 3%

i Indrabhuti Gautam a very learned personality
%once went to see Mahavir with the purpose of dis-

cussion. He carried along with him his group of pu-
pils. He was proud of his knowledge about scrip-
tures. He thought he would defeat Mahavir very eas-
ily.

Shraman Bhagwan Mahavir was sitting on the
dias known as Samavasharan, giving deshna (lec-
tures). He was very kind to every one. Even ani-
mals like cow and Tiger also used to sit side by side
&% and listen quietly the deshna (lecture). Rich and poor
3 all used to sit together. Seeing Gautam comimg to-
& wards him Mahavir received him saying,

&% Welcome, Indrabhuti Gautam. | hope you had
4% no trouble on the way."

&% Gautam was astonished. "How could he know
+% my name?' But being proud he thought, "who does
<% not know my name? Everybody knows me. | would
<+ believe him to be very knowledgable (Sarvagnya) if
< he clears out my doubt without my telling him about
it

%  Gautam was surprised to hear the deep voice say-
%ing, “Gautam, you have a doubt about soul. Isn't
<% it?" Bhagwam Mahavir further said, " Because there
<% is soul in this universe, there is the cycle of birth and
* rebirth, happiness and misery; birth and death. Atma
“*is born and it dies often. To be free from this cycle of
“* birth and rebirth you have to try and diminish your
* karmas. Try to go on the path of liberation. Brother
Gautam, you please try and go on that path."

Learned Gautam bowed down at the feet of
Mahavir Bhagwam and said, ""You are sarvagnya
(one who knows everything) in the real sense. Please

*

*
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show me the path of liberation." ®
Bhagwan Mahavir accepted him as his follower
and agreed to give him Diksha. Now onwards%
Gautam became a saint. &%
once in a very pleasant season Guru Gautam was &%
passing through a village. People used to respect 4.
him a lot. He was busy thinking about Mahavir con- s
stantly. Somebody on the way stopped him and s.
asked him, Do you know? Maha Shravak Anand 4.
has achieved ultimate knowledge." Gautam Swami 3¢
was pleased to hear the news and decided to see 3%
Anand. When he went to his house he saw that he 3%
was a person living worldly life. So he could not be- &
lieve that he could achieve ultimate knowledge and &
told him that he would not believe about his achieve- <
ment. *
Shravak Anand told, "Prabhu, | think you are <
wrong" repent for being wrong. Please excuse me %
for saying this. You should repent for uttering wrong ¢
thing.' Anand was very polite. Gautam decided to ask %
Mahavir Bhagwan about the answer and went to him. *
He asked, "Who is right amongst we two? Do you %
think | should repent?" *
Bhagwan Mahavir said laughingly, “Dear ¥
Gautam, a normal person can also achieve the ulti- *
mate knowledge. You should go and say "Michchami
Dukkadam' (I wish to be forgiven), to that shravak."
Gautam Swami who was himself very polite immedi-
ately agreed and went to Anand and asked for his
forgiveness. After this incident people were more im-
pressed by Gautam Swami and considered them-
selves lucky because of his darshan.
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