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A Toolish and rash person who does nol
know that his life will ultimatly be owver,
always keeps on saying : “This is mine. This
is mine.' He tortures himself day and night
for the sake of wealth, as if he would never
have old age and death.
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. The Seeker's Diary : Yatra-gourney within
. Mahasati Dharini

. Enlighten yourself by Self Study of Jainology
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. Essence of Jainism miles away from its roots

. The Eighth Chakravarty Shubham

. The Eighth Chakravarty Shubham
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Two Big Challenges of Jainism

e The Challenge of Jainism from my perspective is
that Jainism is practiced largely on an individual
level. (nonviolence example)

e How will we make Jainism more than just a per-
sonal and individual level religion?

e Will the mark be left outside of the Jain commu-
nity? (Activist poll)

e JainismlS changing whether we want it or not.
What changes is our generation going to be about?

What is "being Jain' about?
e My thoughts
e Living non-ascetic life. Lives in the "'modern'
world.
¢ Doing self reflection-meditation
e Training one's mind on reducing anger, ego,
greed, deceit or reducing attachment and
aversion.
e Acting on principles : Ahimsa, Satya, Asteya,
Aparigraha, Brahmacharya
® Not so concerned with (but not against) :
e Diet
e Prescribed rituals

Concluding Thoughts

® Our history outside of India is new.

® Jainism is growing and the Jain community
is expanding in surprising ways.

® The Jain community has lota of talent and
resources.

® Jainism in changing. | hope we take a direc-
tion in which our Jainism spreads beyond
our immediate families into the communities
and nation we are a part of.
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He SEERER'S PIWR

YATRA - A JOURNEY WITHIN —

Happy new year to all. May each of us progress in
this year more closer to our life goals and for those
like me - may we find and stick to our life’s goal and
start the journey.

The last year ended and the New Year began with
a pious journey to Samedh Shikarji with the Guru
himself leading the way.

It was a journey full of wonder and miracles and yet
in the Guru’s saanidhya - wonder and miracles happen
and get accepted with such normalcy and sahajta.

The first and the most obvious miracle was the
organisation of this trip with such precision and
perfection. Over 1600 people on a special train aptly
named Gurukripa Express manned and managed by
the sevaks of the mission.

I's amazing to see how the act of seva drives
normal individuals into perfection and that too full of
enthusiasm. Truly the Masters invisible hand at work.

The sheer magnitude of the organisation is what
amazed me. The management of the pantry serving
out excellent food from breakfast to dinner on all the
days of the journey in the train, in the buses and at
locations where there were halts was truly another
miracle. The organisation of almost 60 buses in
Banaras and Pavapuri, 300 Trax jeeps in Banaras to
visit Sinhpuri and Sarnath and 400 tanga’s in Pavapuri
to help us commute to different places. The excellent
hotels and dharamshala’s all in the proximity of each
other so that we all were around each other and most
importantly around the Guru himself.

The Guru’s karuna of visiting each of the 20 train
coaches individually to give each of us his Ami dhrishti
and which made us realise how truly lucky we are to
have been personally and individually been selected
for this yatra. How much punya we must’'ve done to
have got this opportunity and how much purushaarth
is necessary that we make the most of it.

The train journey was filled with hours and hours of
sharing by the sah yatri’s - fellow co passengers of
how did their journeys start. How did they firm up their
faith and each and every individuals story was pure
nectar making one feel how blessed we all are to have
found the Guru or more really the Guru had found us.

The enthusiasm of the journey was of course that it
was with the Guru present himself. He had instilled in
me and like me all the others the seed of yearning to
see the places of Mahavir swami Bhagwan and the
Gandhar’s all thanks to the Gandharvaad and Shri
Uttaradhyan sutra Shibir we have been part of last 2
years. The heart was filled with joy and sadness but
full of devotion visiting Pavapuri, Kshatriya kund,
Rujuvalika and Guniya ji reminiscing the events that
took place there.

The hard climb to Vaibhagiri hill from where all the
Gandhar’s have gone to moksha was probably to
prepare us for the climb of Samedh Shikarji - which
was to be the epitome of our journey.

Finally the day we had all been waiting for - to climb
Shikarji had come. | was full of many doubts - the cold
weather, the long uphill climb, would | have enough
energy to complete it ? | had been to Shikarji before
but then | was more younger, more energetic and even
then | had only been able to complete some tunks.

So with these thoughts | began my climb at 4 in the
morning and within 5 minutes was huffing and panting
feeling drained and hot and removing all the extra
jackets and sweaters and bag and dumping it upon
my partner on this journey. | started wondering how |
was ever going to even reach the first tunk which was
atleast a good 3 hours climb away if | was in this
miserable state right at the beginning.

| just put my head down and started chanting my
jaap’s of sahaj aatma swarup paramguru... under each
breath and one foot at a time kept treading along
stopping briefly just to catch my breath and moved on
again -one slow step at a time reaching the first tunk
after 4 hours of beginning my journey.

Breakfast had been arranged by the sevaks at the
Jal mandir and it provided the much needed rest and
energy after the rigorous climb. | was in no state to do
any further tunks and while having breakfast too | kept
very sadly discussing with my friend of how was | even
going to make it just to the Parasnath tunk where
Gurudev was going to come. My friend suggested that
since it was still 3 more hours before Gurudev came
to Parshwanath lets do a couple of tunks instead of
just sitting here. | was still considering it for a long
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moment and my gaze fell upon a porter - Raju who had
just brought the provisions of our breakfast from below.
| asked him if he will help support me and push me
from behind to climb the nearby tunks for the next
couple of hours. He willingly agreed. And so began the
second leg of my journey.

The silent chants, the gentle coaxing of my friend
and the able push from Raju drove me up...up..up and
only God and Gurudev can explain how, what, when
and where | got the energy that | completed each and
every single tunk of Samedh Shikarji including the most
steepest of Chandraprabhuswami culminating finally
to Parshwanath ji’s tunk and finally crashing down into
the dharmashala at close to 9pm. A journey of an
unbelievable 17 hours - but my first complete
teerthyatra of this holy holy place.

I am still confused - where did | get the energy or
the determination? It was perhaps a mix of everything
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except me. Guru’s grace and the ever present
parmanu’s of 20 tirthankar bhagwan’s who chose this
particular place to complete their bhav yatras from
here.

Before we embarked upon this Yatra - Pujyashri
Gurudev had nudged us to probe within - what is a
teerthyatra ? What do we wish to gain from it? The
answer to this was to look at these places where the
journey of tirthankar bhagwan’s and millions other came
to an end and to bring about a nischay within us that
we too forge our determination to progress upon their
footsteps.

A journey of a thousand miles they say begins with
one step. May all our journeys begin and progress
towards the end of all journeys in this year.

Reshma Jain
The Narrators
Email : reshma.jain7 @ gmail.com

MAHASATI DHARNI

O Guijarati : Aacharya Muni Shri Vatsalyadeepiji ® Translation : PushpaParikh

It was early morning and the sweet sonorus sound
of birds had started informing people about arrival of
the sun. One chariot was passing through the forest.
Queen Dharini of the king Dadhivahan of Kaushambi
and her young daughter Vasumati were in the chariot.
They were being rescued to a safer place to save them
from the enemy soldiers. Whole night the horses had
kept running & were tired so the charioteer stopped at

not good. He tried to move near the queen. The queen
was surprised at the movement of the charioteer. The
queen could realise the intention of the charioteer, so
she addressed the charioteer in very harsh words,
"Please be away from me. Stop there and there only.
Don't move an inch also. We have trusted you and
now you are behaving like this? Instead of saving us
you are behaving in this way? You are like my brother

a lonely place. and for Vasumati you are like her father.
Both the ladies were still very much fright- AGAM Please be away from us.'

ened and worried. The king of Kaushambi was KATHA The charioteer did not listen to her and

defeated in the war. The charioteer was suc- tried to catch hold of her. The next moment

cessful in rescuing the two ladies but still he was wor-
ried about the safely of the two ladies.

Dharini asked, "why have you stopped?' The chari-
oteer for the first time saw the queen's beautiful face.
She was a very beautiful and brave lady. She was a
pius lady. The charioteer was stunned at seeing her
beautiful face. Dharini again asked him why he had
stopped?

The charioteer realised and said that the horses were
tired. The main reason was that he had fallen in love
with the queen. The queen again and again requested
him to go still further away to a safer place but he did
not listen. Both the ladies were looking very much afraid
in this lonely place. The intention of the charioteer was

only the queen took out the dagger from her waist and
killed herself before he could do anything to her.
Vasumati shouted and lamented over her mother's
death. The charioteer was now stunned and the whole
atmosphere appreared very sad. Dharini died on her
own to save her celibacy.Her face was full of pure-
ness. In the Jain Agam (the religious books) Sati
Dharini is praised a lot. Her daughter Vasumati is said
to have become a sadhviji (lady saint) under Shraman
Bhagwan Mahavir and is said to have reached the high-
est stage. She was then known as sadhvi Chandanbala.
* ¥ %
Pushpa Parikh, Kenway House, 6/B, 1% Floor,
V. A. Patel Marg, Mumbai-400 004. Tele. : 23873611.
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In the following article we will study about the tenth
topic: Contents of Universe (6 Dravyas)

The term dravya or padartha (substance)in Jainism
denotes any existence which possess the significant
factor of persistence despite its numerous qualities and
modifications. The Jaina theory of reality does not leave
room for both an absolute permenides and an eternal
flux of Heraclitus. It accepts only the dynamic reality
which has the three fundamental characteristics, viz.
Utpada (origin), vyava (destruction), and dhrauvya
(Permanence).

Dravya is also the substratum of gunas (qualities) and
paryayas (modes). There is neither quality without
substance nor substance without quality. Dravya is one
as a class, and is the inherent essence of all things
manifesting diverse forms. In its reality it can neither be
created nor destroyed; it has only permanent
substantiality. But through its modes it secures the triple
nature in character. Dravya is of six kinds, namely, Jiva
(soul), pudgala (matter), dharma (principle of motion),
adharma (principle of rest), Akasa (space) and Kala (time)
The first five types of dravyas are called astikayas (those
which exist and have different pradesas or areas like a
body) and the last is named anastikaya.

According to another classification it is of three
kinds, viz. sakriya (active), niskriya (inactive), and
sakriyaaniskriya (active-inactive). The sakriya
dravyas, which have the capacity of moving from place
to place, are pudgala and jiva. The niskriya dravya is
against the narture of sakriya dravya. It has neither
direct nor indirect functional power. Space comes under
this classification. Kala is also included in the category
of Niskriya dravyas, though it accounts for changes in
other things. Sakriya niskrla dravyas are those realities
which move about without themselves undergoing
changes or motion. These have merely avagahana
(place). The dharma and adharma dravya come under
this classification. Jiva, dharma, and adharma have
innumerable areas or pradesas,akasa has infinite
pradesas, and pudgala is of numerable pradesas. Kala
has one pradesa. These six dravyas maintain their
identical nature without losing their respective qualities,
though they are nutually interpenetrating and
accommodate one another and mix up to occupy the
same space. Akasa, Kala, Jiva, dharma and adharma
are formless or amurta drvyas. They do not possess
the sense qualities of contact, taste, smell, sound and

CONTENTS OF UNIVERSE (6 DRAVYAS)

| CULTES OF UINERE GRS |
eNLIGHTEN YOURSELF BY SELF STUDY OF JHINOLOGY

LESSON - TEN
O DR. KAMINI GOGRI
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colour. Pudgala (matter) alone is murta. All the dravyas,
except Jiva, are acetana (devoid of consciousness).

In another classification, the dravyas or Tattvas are
divided into seven categories, viz. Jiva (soul), ajiva
(nonsoul), asrava (inflow of karmic matter into the sould),
bandha (bondage of soul by karmic matter), sanbara
(stoppage of the inflow of karmic matter), nirjara (shedding
of karmic matter), and moksa (liberation of sould from
karmic matter). The seven tattvasare so arranged here
as to provide an epitome of the Jaina doctrine of salvation.
The plight of the Jiva in somsara and mirjara are two states
in the process of liberation wherein the inflow of karmic
matter is first stopped and all karmic matter is subsequently
shed. The jiva thus becomes completely free of karmic
matter and attains moksa. These seven tattvas are eternal
and “sat”.

(i) Jiva (soul)

Jainism considers soul as the central figure. Its
perfect knowledge (Bhedajnana or Atmajnana) is
essential to destroy karmas and attain salvation. The
nature of soul in Jainism is to be understood from the
standpoint of non-absolutism (anekantavada). From the
real standpoint (niscayanaya), soul is absolutely pure
possessing the nature of knowledge and vision. It is
regarded to be without smell, without sound, not an
object of anuman (inference), without any definite bodily
shape, imperceptible and intangible and is
characterised by consciousness. Acarya Nemicandra
points out that the soul is characterised by upayoga
(consciousness), is formless (amutti), is an agent
(katta), has the same extent as its own body
(sadehaparimana), is the enjoyer of the fruits of karma
(bhotta), exists in world (samsarattho), is siddha
(siddho) and has the characteristic upward motion
(vissasoddhagai):

Thus we have seen that the nature of soul in Jainism
is dual in character. According to the realistic
standpoint, it remains the same under all states, while
according to the practical standpoint, it is transformed
into modes and thus becomes different in number,
place, form, etc.

(ii) Pudgala (matter)

Things perceived or enjoyed by the senses, bodies,
mind, karma, and the other material objects are called
Pudgala (matter). They can be touched tasted, smelt,
and have colour. Sabda (sound produced by various
means). Bandha (union caused by man or otherwise),
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sauksmya (fineness), shaulya (grossness) samsthana
(figure), bheda (dividion), tamas (darkness), chaya
(shade) and atapa (sun-shine) are the forms of
Pudgala. it has two prominent forms, namely atoms
(anu) and molecule (skandhas). They unite together
to construct reality.

This system of realities results in the universe being
in finite as well as eternal in character. The entire
universe, according to Jainism, is a compendium of
the six Dravyas which are a permutation and
combination of atoms. The atom in Jainology is the
smallest unitary part of pudgala. It is characterised by
its internal cohesion (sneha) and indivisible unity. a
molecule (anu), a combination of atoms, results in an
aggregate of matter (skandha). Anui is an indivisible
entity and cannot be perceived by ordinary men.

Pudgala dravya is always transformed into skandha
and paramanu. The upadana karana (substantive
cause) and the nimitta karana (external cause) are
responsible for these modifications. For instance, in
the manufacturing of a pot, clay is the substantive
cause and the potter, stick, water, etc. are external
causes. Each and every entity runs through these two
causes and gets its similar modes.

(3-4) Dharma and Adharma

Dharma and adharma dravyas convey special
meanings in Jainism. Dharma is accepted as a kind of
Ether which helps us in motion. Pudgala and Jiua move
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with the help of dharma as fish move with the help of
water. Adharma is the exact opposite of dharma. It
assists Pudgalas and Jiuas in staying as a shadow
assists travellers to rest

(5) Akasa Dravya:

Akasa in Jainism provides a place for all substances
to exact. Itis said to be anantapradesi (possessing infinite
pradesas) amurtika (having a non-physical factor),
andniskriya (inactive), and savayaui (having parts). It is
of two kinds, lokakasa and alokakasa. The former is co-
extensive with the dravyas, whereas the latter is devoid
of this characheristic. Loke consists of three
divisions, Uadholoka (upper world), Madhyalok (middle
world, and Adholoka (lower world). They are the abodes
of celestial beings, men and other creatures, and the
inmates of hell. Beyond this LOkakasa which is said to
be eternal, infinite, formless, without activity and
perceptible only by the omniscient
(6) Kala dravya

Kala in Jainism is divided into two
categories, ByauaharaKala and Paramarthikakala.
The former helps to change substances into their
modes and the latter is understood from continuity. Time
is not an appearance but a reality since we experience
it in the form of hours, minutes etc. [To be continued]
76-C, Mangal Flat No. 15, 3rd Floor,Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road,
Matunga, Mumbai-400019. Mobile : 96193/79589/98191 79589

Email : kaminigogri@gmail.com

. Essence of Jainism miles away from its roots

O Prachi Shah

Somewhere somehow, some minds do think it's dif-
ficult to pursue our own religion that's Jainism. This is
absolutely a myth. its' all in your mind and a mind game.
It's all in your belief and dedication towards our right
belief. It's said nothing is impossible in your life. If there
is a wish, and will there is a way out.

Today, being miles away from my country India, liv-
ing in the region of New Jersey, U.S.A., | can accept
an open challenge to prove the fact that Jainism is flour-
ishing and practiced here as much as it could be in the
pious land of any region of India. That too with the true
meaning, understanding and aesthetic essence of
Jainism. Although, this is not just restricted to the age
group of senior citizens, but starting from little toddlers
to a teenager to any youth and adult individual.

You might be surprised when | put it into words that
every child of a Jain family living here in New Jersey is
abound to go to Pathshala and make their roots strong
with their Jain religion. And whatever they are nurtured
with during their Pathshala lessons, they pursue the
same as well. Their roots are strong not just with belief

but every Jain rituals and kriyas too. Ofcourse this is
nurtured to a child if and only with the strong belief of
their parents. And this is passed on to them from gen-
erations to generation.

As itis known, the shikharbandhi derasarin Franklin
Township — N.J. is the sentient spiritual example of
this fact. The forte of Jain ritual practiced at this Derasar
is invincible. This Derasaris led by a group called JCNJ
(Jain Center of New Jersey). This group includes spiri-
tually uplifted personalities who thrive to keep the spirit
of Jainism optimistic. This center serves all the essen-
tials needed for keeping the practice of Jain rituals and
beliefs persistent! The inbuilt kitchen is always ready
to serve the Jain tapasvi whether it be for varshi tap,
mass khaman or ayambel. The splendid parnaas for
all the tapasvis indeed need Anumodana.

Besides, all the Jain festivals including Paryushan,
Shree Mahavir Janma Kalyanak, Gyan pancham, and
many more are like a majestic celebration. Not just vi-
sual but spiritual too! Pathshala is conducted at this
center all-round the school year, nurturing the little ones
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with the roots of Jainism. You would be surprised to
see some little ones enhanting Jain sutras unfailingly.

Besides JCNU, another group of Terapanthi Jains,
namely JVBNA (Jain Vishwa Bharti of North America,
New Jersey) lead by Samanijis from Ladnu (India),
under the guidence and principles of Acharya Shree
Tulsi, also has its enormous efforts to keep the spirit of
Jain principles blooming in this region of America. The
dedicated personalities of this group have never been
deficient in their whereabouts towards Jain rituals and
principles, Moreover, the physical presence of
Samanijis generates an immense impression in order
to keep Jain practice seriatim. Their selfless guidance
is indeed an auxiliary assistance to Jain families living
in this part of world. Gyanshala conducted for children
of Jain families of N. J. by JVBNA-NJ provides a plat-
form for promising tomorrow by means of enlightennig
these children with Jainism.

The selfless motives of this Center is incredible! in-
deed needs a big round of applaud!!

At present two Samanijis — namely Shramani Satya
Pragyaji & Samani Rohini Pragyaji are residing at this
JVBNJ center. These Samanijis thrive to support all the
Jain families residing in NJ by means of Jain rituals and
spirit. They conduct periodic weekly Swadhyay, and
Pakshik Pratikramans. Besides there are many Jain
seminars and family camps conducted by this group for
all the Jain families. Every Jain festival celebrated has its
implication and factual spirit behind it due to presence of
Samnijis and dedicated volunteers of JVBNJ.

Story of the €ighth Chakravarti Shubham

Subham - the eighth Chakravarti was fromHastinapur. King Anantavirya, brother in law of Brahman Parshuram was
living happily in the kingdom of Hastinapur. Once they had some quarrel so Parshuram killed King Anantvirya. After that,
his son Kritavirya became king and married RajkumariTaradevi.

Once Taradevi saw 14 auspicious dreams, she was happy to know about the arrival of a brave child in their family. Knowing
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Gyanshala holiday drive is one of the set instance
of current scenario of Jain spirit in today's date. During
this festive season, every child needs to understand
how fortunate they are to have Jainism as their religion
and being born as human on this earth. JVNBJ
Gyanshala believes and practices Jain principle "Shar-
ing is caring'and nurtures the values of Samabhavana
and Aparigraha to its students, by means of Holiday
drive where every year during festive seasons, they
offer help to people in need. For this year, OZANAM
Family shelter for homeless families is the platform for
Gyanshala students to serve their spirits. Gyanshala
students understand that there are many families
around, who are not as fortunate but with some small
gesture and help, they can contribute to make lives of
these families better. Though it does not matter what
religion or nationality they belong to as helping people
in need is the Jain way of life.

Hence as a result of this gesture, JVBNJ Gyanshala
students have collected every day Hygine items and
would personally hand over to the shelter as a gift ham-
per with the motives of Holiday Drive. Isn't this gesture
overwhelming? Indeed it is!

These Jain children who would be our future tomor-
row to keep the Jain roots strong and nurture the same
to their next generation, are bound to make their Jain
believes and rituals strong enough, living on this for-
eign land, is definitely worth ceaseless Anumodana!!
49, Wood Ave, Edison, N. J. - 08820. U.S.A.
(917-582-5643). prachishah0809 @ gmail.com

about the war between Ksatriya and Brahman clan, she took special care for her child’s safety.Once king Kritavirya killed rishi
Jamadagni, father of Parshuram, at his ashram, so in a fit of revengeParshurama arrived at Hastinapur. When Taradeviheard
this sheran away to save the unborn child and took shelter at an ashram in the forest. Here she stayed inan underground room
where she gave a birth toSubham. Here alsoParshurama came to kill the Ksatriya clan child but couldn’t succeed.

The young Subhamone day asked his mother about his father.Mother Taradevi replied that his father Kritavirya was the
king of Hastinapur. Later on due to family dispute he was killed by Parshuram and the kingdom of Hastinapur was appropriated
by him. Thus he came to know that his father and even his grandfather were killed by Parshuram so he immediately
marched towards Hastinapur. There he sat on the throne. Parshuram immediately recognized him and tried to kill him with
his Parshu, instead Subham killed Parshuram.

In due course Shubham became Chakravarti king, after winning over all the kingdoms in Bharatkshetra. To further
expand his kingdom, he commenced his journey to an island on a Palakhi. His Palakhi having army within was held by a
group of deities. While passing through LavanaSamudra, every deity thought for asecond, “So many deities are holding the
Palakhi, suppose for a moment if | leave my hand for rest, nothing will happen.” But every deity thought the same at that
exact second, resulting in thePalakhifalling in the ocean, killing the entire army along with SubhamChakravarti.

ChakravartiSubham couldn’t perform any penance before the death so his jiva went to Seventh hell/ Naraka. Acquiring
all prosperity and many kingdoms sometimes even the Chakravartis are not satisfied.
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Young Subham, one day asked his mother about his
father. On knowing that his father and grandfather both
were killed by Parshuram, he marched towards
Hastinapur. Parshuram immediately recognized him and
tried to kill him with his Parshu, instead Subham killed

Parshuram with the plate which turned into a wheel.
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- King Anantavirya of
" Hastinapur was killed by
Parshurama. Later on his
son Kritavirya became king.
His gqueen Rajkumari
Taradevi saw 14 auspicious
dreams as a sign of the
arrival of a brave child. King
Kritavirya had killed rishi
Jamadagni, Parshurama's
father, so to take revenge he
killed Kritavirya. Taradevi
ran away to a forest ashram
and delivered the child.

Shubham became a Chakravarti. Once he made a journey to
an island, on a Palakhi full of armywithin, carried by deities.
While passing through Lavana Samudra every deity thought
for a second, "So many deities are holding the Palakhi,
suppose for amoment if | leave my hand for rest, nothing will
happen.” But every deity thought the same at that exact
second, resulting in the Palakhi falling in the ocean, killing
the entire army along with the Chakravarti. Subham couldn't
perform any penance so he went to the Seventh Naraki.
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