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April '16 issue of "Prabudhha Jivan' has been dedi-
cated to late Shri Dhanvantbhai Shah and also this is
the first issue of Mrs. Sejal Shah as an editor.

| had an opportunity to hear Mrs. Sejal Shah's lec-
ture on couple of occasions. Also | saw her conduct-
ing Gyan-satra at Jain Sahitya Samaroh in a very tal-
ented way and this issue of "Prabudhha Jivan' has
proved her inherent ability.

She has put in lot of thought and hard work in edit-
ing this issue. | am sure hundreds of write-ups, letters
and messages must have been received. Her ability
to select articles from this wide range is highly com-
mendable. Articles from scholars, intellctuals, writers,
friends and relatives of Shri Dhanvantbhai were se-
lected meticulously. All this has resulted in an extra
ordinary memorable issue. | am sure that all future is-
sues of "Prabudhha Jivan' will come out as good and
informative as this issue covering various aspects.

Shri Dhanvantbhai used to write editorials in a very
balanced way conveying the message without hurting
anyone and | hope Mrs. Sejal Shah will continue the
same in the right spirit. Good luck.

O J. K. Porwal
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HE SE€ERER'S PINR THE MIRROR WITHIN —

Came across this beautiful poem that a lovely
mother has written for her three children and this time
the seeker in me is going to attempt reaching out to
you through this.

“Do not measure your worth by what you see there
in that silly mirror.

That silly mirror can only reflect a portion of who
you are.

That silly mirror will never be able to reflect the stars
in your hair, the healing in your touch or the magic in
your soul.

That silly mirror does not reflect the light | feel when
I am around you .

That silly mirror does not showcase your intelligence
or your humour.

That silly mirror does not reflect your gifts, your
creative edge or your original thoughts.

It is just a mirror
A terrible invention if you ask me.

An invention that has steered millions of souls away
from their real purpose here on earth.

It is just a human-made mirror that will never be
capable of reflecting who you really are.

Remember who you really are, and don’t be fooled
by what you see in that silly mirror.”

It is lovely. This poem is like ‘Back to the Basics’
for me. How things and ways of perceiving should
be.So here is a test:

How many of you will comment upon how fair or
dark your child is?

How fat or slim?
How tall or short?

How he / she has gone totally on the mom'’s side of
family or dad’s (slightly condescendingly even if its out
of fun)

How many times have you commented on his/ her
hair?or a big nose, or thin lips? or thick arms? or flat
chested or too busty?

Whatever your comments may be, praise or
criticism, making fun or being serious -is that all you
see when you look at someone... Really?Purely the
physical only? A very miniscule part of all that he or
she is.

Do we as often as we notice the physical , ever
really care to notice the sensitivity, the curiosity, the
wonder, the wander, the anger, the forgiveness, the
learning, the understanding, the beyond of people
around us- our children, our spouse, our parents, our
friends, colleagues, employees, loved ones?

Growing up, | have come across hundreds of people
who whenever they met; commented on weight and
colour /or height and by chance you suddenly have
glasses at a young age my god you are doomed by
the judgments and disappointments of theirs. So even
though things are changing and education is liberating
a lot; but we all know that we also ironically more than
any other age are obsessed with our vanity or the lack
of it.

We are obsessed in looking at the ‘mirror’ and
obsessed to keep looking at it till we are satisfied with
what we see. Constantly seeking reassurance from
something that does not even show anyone of who or
what we really are. The mirror or ‘symbolically ‘other
people’s opinion’ which does not allow us to soar to
our highest potential, to our full bloom. Instead we
cower down;and step back or are constantly looking
for approval from others - we essentially back off from
life literally.

Through this article; | am urging you to first see
yourself minus the labels, minus the limitations of these
labels because as much as the number of people in
this world, that many opinions there will be in this world.
So see yourself minus every opinion that someone has
created for you... and find that person who you really
are and embrace her/him. Not to take people’s opinion
and make them your own.

The very fundamental of Jainism is “Ahimsa Parma
Dharma”. By labelling we are putting upon others our
opinion, our thoughts, our perceptions upon them —isn’t
this hinsa?

One can never be perception less but the need is
to be perception free. | mean, Nobody in the world will
ever have the exact same experiences that we/ | have
and thus in that essence we all are all unique, and so it
is only for us to discover our own highest potential and
our own deepest possibility and not to seek it in others.

Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshbhai has suggested an
exercise to us in the last Satsang. And that is - To add
the words “In my opinion”before talking anything about
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someone and to add the words “in
his / her opinion” when you hear
someone talking about yourself.
This simple exercise if followed
properly has immense potential to
simplify and enrich our lives. By
using the words “in my opinion” we
are not passing a wide general
judgement about a person and
l[imiting it to your own limited
knowledge or the lack of it. And by
using the words “in his/ her opinion”
we are not being carried high in the
sky by a few words of praise from
someone nor are we reacting
angrily or sadly to someone’s
words of criticism for us.

The only person you are in
competition and comparison with is
yourself; to become better and
better, baby steps or giant leaps to
reach and stay within your own
personal expanse of the sky.

The utmost goal is to separate
and live with only the two parts of
you - one that is the never changing
(soul) You and one that is changing
and transforming every minute (the
different roles) in this sansaar. Any
other identification of us beyond
these two is a sign of an unhealthy
mind (mithyatva). By seeing and
being who we really are is the only
way the value of our life can become
richer and all of life, with or without
external incidents will see an inner
come alive and ever transforming
us.

May we create the awareness
and strength within ourselves to be
able to cast away the labels put
upon us and may we all be able to
see people without putting our
created labels upon them.

Reshma Jain

The Narrators

Email :

reshma.jain7 @ gmail.com
* X X
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CHAKRAVARTI BHARAT (An absolute Emperor Bharat )

Aacharyshri Vatsalyadeepji ® Translation : Pushpa Parikh

Chakravarti Bharat
was a very very famous
and rich king born with
silver or golden spoon in
his mouth. He was welknown in the
whole country. He was very much
fond of all ornaments. In those days
even kings used to wear many types
of costly ornaments. He had a very
big palace with a beautiful garden
and pets like peacoks. The name
of his palace was Arisa Bhavan.
(Palace of Mirrors)

One day while walking in the gar-
den a ring from one of his fingers
slipped away and he was not aware
of it. He was little bit upset because
of that.

This incident had a great effect
on his life. He used to see the bear
finger and start thinking about the
body & soul, birth and death etc. He
used to ask himself questions con-
cerning his body. e.g. where lies the
beauty? In ornaments or body? In
the eyes of a person? what is the
truth? He used to look at his own
body in the mirror and think, "How
long will this body last?'

These questions made him up-
set and in a moment he decided to
renounce all the worldly riches es-
pecially the ornaments. He realised
that one should give more impor-
tance to atma the soul because
body without soul has no impor-
tance. Since then he decided to re-
nounce every worldly riches and
live an ascetic life.Ultimately he was
so much interested in his life that

SHRAVAK

KATHA

after many penances and
meditation he could
achieve Keval Gyan --
moksh - ultimate goal.

* % Kk
Kennway House,
V.A. Patel Road,
Mumbai-400 004.
Tel. 022 2387 3611
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A nine-year-old child, when approaches and
correlates his life with his basic knowledge on karma,
a concoction of feelings twirls in my observance and
heart. Makes me feel delighted, surprised, proud! Such
are the blooming children in this wonderland of New
Jersey Pathshala/Gyanshala. Such is the next Jain
generation thriving to move on in life with their virtues
of Jain philosophy living in New Jersey. Whether he is
called Dave or Dev, whether he is calledSam or
Sameer, whether he is calleddJoshua or Jash, his
values of Jainism will never change and the spiritual
beam will remain illuminated in his soul forever. These
children are certain of giving a promise to themselves
to contribute towards society following Jain principles,
values and rituals.

| remember the time when | used to go to Pathshala
in India years back, where we learnt only sutras and
the fun fact was a competition between friends so as
to how many numbers of sutras one has accomplished.
We never learnt the meaning of those sutras and never
knew what Jain Philosophy meant in actual words. Yes,
the basic philosophy of nonviolence, aparigraha, Jain
“do’s and don’f’ were brought to our awareness. But
besides that, as far as my memory reminisces, we did
not know muchabout it in agreat deal. This was the
knowledge limited to Pathshala, times back when we
grew up.

But it makes me feel pleased & gratified to pen down
the fact that Pathshala/Gyanshala in New Jersey, rather
in the main stream region of America, where this podium
is obtainable, students attain knowledge, not just on
sutras, but learn immeasurable details of Jain
Philosophy and principles with it's denotation.

Children going to Pathshala/Gyanshala in U.S.A.
understand the meaning of every sutra they learn and
what is the purpose of that sutra. They learn Jain
cosmology which makes them understand the evolution
and structure of Jainism by means of a simple flowchart.
Little kids learn Alphabets by means of Jain
terminologies, as in ‘A’ for Ahimsa & Aparigraha, ‘B’ for
bowing down, ‘X’ for xylography and so on. These
words explain to them the Jain culture and their roots
are engraved strong. They read Jain moral stories

Dave or Dev in Wonderland of U.S.A.

O PRACHI SHAH

which help them grow their character with right belief
and ethics. Besides children learn Jain philosophy and
terms of birth & death, Ahaar,types of Sharir, Karma
Philosophy, 10 Lakshans of Jainism-10 virtues like
UttamKshama, UttamArjav,UttamMardav and much
more. Though these are just few of the illustrations to
bring to your notice but essentially the outline is much
more outspread and wide.

Let me just share a beautiful poem on Uttam
Kshama written by one of the Gyanshala students -
12 year old Anvi Jain :

You are strong; If you can admit you’re wrong.

Love is forgiveness;If you have it, you're fearless.

We shall forgive all, Short or tall.
Because last time | checked, Nobody is perfect.
Forgiveness is a funny thing, It warms the heart

and cools the sting.

Accept the apology, that’s the basic psychology.

Blame keeps your wounds open, Only
forgiveness keeps you healing.
To let it go and heal, it’s preety big deal.
You have to achieve this vow, and do it right now!
Let peace and happiness fill your soul, and
achieve this goal.

Forgiving isn’t weak, it’s a jain’s technique.
Forgiving is a gift, it gives your life a lift.
Being kind will blow your mind. Firgiveness is

sweet, and it's preety neat!!

When | read this poem every day and remind myself
of itsmeek and meaningful message, life gets so
unfussy and uncomplicated to deal with. When our
children learn these simple meaning and recipe of
leading life, through the veracities of our Jain religion,
a beautiful picture of optimistic and shimmering
tomorrow flashes within my glance. When these
children understand the true karma philosophy, they
abound themselves from doing only authentic acts in
coherence to Jain religion. In great extent, they
correlate their daily actions with karma philosophy and
pertain the same wherever they are, in school, at
games or being with their friends. They understand what
is right and what is wrong, what are the pros and cons
and so it is their call, what to pick from it and what to
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apply in their daily lives. It is simple for them and also
preachable for us, that in this life, it is our choice
weather we choose right path or wrong ...weather we
want to be spiritually uplifted or continue our soul in
this karmic cycle of death and birth.

Seems like a wonderland isn’t it? But this
wonderland can exist in every corner of the world
iflonged for and endeavoured for.

“ Endowed with conduct and discipline, Who
practices control of self, Who throws out all his
bondage, He attains the eternal peace”

— Mahavira ( Uttaradhyayana Sutra Ch.20,V 52)

Jainism is the only religion that has answers to every
question, every Jain teachings and every action we
do. And you will agree with me today, that Jainism and
science go hand in hand. Science does not believe in
god; it does not need to believe in god. Because for
science, its principles are bound to its universal
law. Everything happens in equivalence to its
universal law.

The way Science has no reason but follows only
laws and is simply based on principles, Jainism is a
religion that has its own logic, principles and laws and
we ought to follow it with intense entrust towards our
religion. There should not be any second thought or
doubt about it.

JUNE 2016

And now that, when Jainism is taught to our children
under the platform of Pathshala/Gyanshala in U.S.A,
with such logics and reasoning, with facts and practical
correlation, it gets nurtured to this next generation like
smooth sails of the harbour.

They incorporate this Jain philosophy in their daily
lives and actions because they do not just blindly
follow it.Rather, constrain it within deep inside them.
They understand the prominence of its virtues and
values. They understand the consequences, if not
followed or led by in their life. Almost every Jain boy
growing today believes that his clothing and outlook
will not make them a gentleman but his inner virtues of
his soul will make him a true gentleman.

This is the reason values of Jainism is widely
spreading today all around the world too. Jainism is
also a religion that is being accepted by people who
are not Jains by birth, but by practice. Today’s
generation understand our religion and this leads them
to practice Jainism without any doubts and with
stronger credence and integrities. And I’'m certain and
confident, if contemplation of Dharma Dhyaan s at its
highest peak, spiritual journey and its outcome will
definitely lead our soul to staunch sagacity!!

49, Wood Ave, Edison, N.J-08820, U.S.A
+1-917-582-5643
prachishah0809 @ gmail.com

Lawrence A. Babb is a Professor Emeritus of
anthropology and Asian studies at Amherst College,
Massachusetts.He is well known to Jains from his
numerous trips to India spread over decades , calling
Jaipur his second home. He has recently published a
book : Understanding Jainism.Professor Babb talks
of Jainism as Buddhism’s often overlooked cousin but
cautions everyone to not ignore deep diffrences
between Jain and Buddhist beliefs and practices. In
the introduction, theauthor provides pretty good
definition of terms like Jina, Jain, Tirthankars and Tirth.
He has relied on two texts: Kalpasutra by Vinaysagarji
and Achrang Sutra by Herman Jaobi. Both works are
Swetamber texts but it appears that he has also relied
heavily on Proff. Padmanabh Jaini’s (of University of

WESTERN PERSPECTIVE ON JAIN DHARMA

O DILIP V. SHAH

California, Berekeley) writings for balance. At every
juncture, the author has been meticulas in noting
diffrences between Swetamber and Digamber beliefs.

The first chapter is devoted to life of Mahavir
detailing five auspicious events (Kalyanaks) and its
significance in Jain beliefs and rituals and describes
in detail establishment of four fold soicial order
(Chaturvidha Sangh).

The second chapter (the longest one ) describes
history of Jainism beginning with the Mahavir’s era.
As is the case with most western scholars, no doubt
vastly influenced by Jacobi, this author too goes along
withdoubts on historicity of existence of Tirthankars
other than Parswanath and Mahavir. Their doubt rests
on unavaibility of archeological evidences - so the
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chapter begins with Indo Aryans and Vedas. Coming
to the Sraman traditions of Buddhism and Jainism, the
author states that both Buddha and Mahavir accepted
basic doctrines of Karma and Transmigration from the
Bramhanical teachings.It is impossible to know how
western scholars would reconcile this theory of
origination of Jainism if at some future date
archeological evidence of Tirthankars of much earlier
erais putin their hands. In Babb’s defense, he does
mention that “From perspective of Jain tradition, Jain
teachings are eternal and that they are periodically
rediscovered by certain Tirthankars who teach these
timeless truths, establish the communities that
preserve and put them in practice. Because the
cosmos is uncreated and will never end, these teacher
establishers are infinite in numbers and come and gofor
all of infinite time.”The chapter continues with story of
Mahavir’s followers. Brief description of first disciples
— eleven Gandhars is followed by noting diffrences
between Swetamber and Digamber traditions. Also
noted are the canonical literatures of the two traditions
and with the description of Sthanakwasi and Terapanthi
movementas in later years. He moves on with
description of modern day Jains living abroad. He
takes note of historical prohibition on Jain mendicants
traveling abroad and breaking of that tradition by a
Swetamber Muni Chandraprabhsagar (Chitrabhanuiji)
in 1970, Sthanakvasi monk named Sushil Kumar in
1975 and in 1980 the Terapanthis. He concludes the
chapter by wondering aloud if jainism abroad will ever
possess monastic core of the sort seen in India and
what effect it will have on followrs of Jainism abroad.
The third chapter gets in to the heart of Jainism —
“Liberation’s Roadmap”. It attempts to address
questions like what is meant by liberation? Liberation
ofwhat and from what? What is the nature of the entity
that seeks liberation from the bondage of Samsara?.
Next, Karmik bondage , liberation and 14 Gunasthanas
are discussed. This chapter is the heart of the book.
In the chapter titled “Strivers” Navkar Mahamantra
— the most important prayer for jains is explained with
great reverence. Explaining that five entities deemed
worthy of worship (Arihants, Siddhas, Acharyas,
Upadhyas and Sadhus) do not include Gods or
Godesses and all are mendicants who have renounced
the world in favour of ascetic life. The author calls this
point as fundamental to understanding Jainism.
Emphasising that Jains worship Tirthankars but in
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principle, all five worthy of veneration are mendicants.
And as for Gods and Godesses, he explains that
alhough they possess extraordinay powers, but in the
final analysis they are magnified versions of ourselves
for they too are worshipers of the Tirthankars.

After the significance of the Navkar Mantra, life of
mendicants is described. Their Five great vows (Panch
Mahavrats), three curtailments (Guptis) and five self
regulations (Samitis), duty to perform daily essentials
(Avasyaaks) and interaction with laity are detailed.
Mendicants obtaining food in alms rounds (Gochari) at
the homes of the followers in exquisit details explained
as adherance to true Jain conduct. So is mendicants
life of austerity, discomfort, inconvenience and severe
hardships as “Cultivation and maintenance of a deep
equanimity in which one is indiffrent to pain and pleasure
alike.”

After the chapter on the life of mendicants, the author
turns his attention to “Supporters” - the lay jains
(Sravaks and Sravikas) and their religious culture.
Ways of worship, Temple visits, rituals, ascetic
practices such as fastings, religious festivals,
pilgrimages and ritual for terminally ill persons
embracing death by self starvation (Santhara) etc. are
dicussed with great respect for traditions.

There is a chapter on Jain biology and Cosmography
— author prefers not to use the word cosmology as the
term refers to the cosmic origin and he explains that
Jains have no such concept. In minute details Jain
teachings on time, space and Jain cosmos description
of three basic parts — Multilayer Heaven above;
Multilayer hell bellow and a thin disk in between where
humans, animals and plants live are described.

The seventh and last chapter describes “social
Context” of Jainism and Jains in present day India.
Descriptions of various castes (Khandelval, Oswal and
Srimals etc) make reading the chapter interesting. The
book ends with a long but very helpful glossary of Jain
terms.

Prof. Baab has previously published “Absent Lord”
— a book on Ascetics and Kings in Jain ritual culture
and it is heart warming to see new books on Jainism
appearing in English indicating welcome rise in
awareness of Jainism in the west. Although the book
is intended for the students of comparative relegions,
it may be very valuable resource for new generation of
Jains everywhere whose first langauge is English.% %
Dilip V Shah, Philadelphia, U.S.A
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JAIN ETHICS

| ANERES |
eNLIGHTEN YOURSELF BY SELF STUDY OF JHINOLOGY

LESSON - TWELVE

The association of the soul with karmic matter
cripples the inherent powers of the soul. Jain
philosophy, therefore, asserts that a person obtains
everlasting happiness only when karma is completely
removed from the soul. Jainism firmly believes that it
is quite possible for one to rid oneself of the karma
associated with the soul by one’s personal efforts,
without any help from an outside source. The highest
happiness lies in securing emancipation from the cycle
of birth and death, thus attaining liberation. The central
theme of Jainism holds religion as a science of ethical
practices. The conduct of the present life should be
aimed at attaining Moksha, the state of eternal bliss
from which there is no return to the cycle of life and
death. Each soul can attain liberation, a supreme
spiritual state, by realizing its intrinsic purity and
perfection. The question arises regarding the ways to
achieve that objective. Tattvartha sutra, a sacred text
of Jainism, emphatically states in its first aphoristic rule:
Samyag Darshan Jnan Charitrani Mokshamargah

Samyag Darshan (Right Faith or Perception),
Samyagdnan (Right Knowledge) and Samyag Charitra
(Right Conduct) together constitute the path to
liberation. These three basic components are called
RatnaTrayi, or the three jewels, in Jain works.

Since all three are emphasized equally, it is obvious
that Jainism does not admit any one of these three,
individually, as a means to Mokshamarga i.e. the path
to liberation. In fact, in Jain works, Mokshamarga, is
compared to a ladder with two side poles and central
rungs or steps. The side poles of the ladder are Right
Faith and Right Knowledge and the rungs or steps of
the ladder are the gradual stages of Right Conduct. It
is obvious that it is possible to ascend the ladder only
when all three components, the two side poles and the
steps, are sound. The absence of one makes the
ascent impossible.

Right faith or Perception creates an awareness of
reality or truth, Right Knowledge impels the person to
Right action, and Right Conduct leads him to the
attainment of liberation. They must coexist in a
person if he is to make any progress on the path
of liberation.

Furthermore, the ethical code prescribed by Jainism
for both house-holders and ascetics is based on this

O DR. KAMINI GOGRI

JUNE 2016

three fold path of liberation. Hence, it is necessary to
see the appropriate characteristics of these “Three
Jewels” which constitute that path.
It is pertinent to note that these three are not
severally considered as different paths but are
thought to form together a single path. That is why it
is firmly maintained that these three must be present
together to constitute the path to salvation.
In view of this firm conviction in Jainism, the Jaina
works always strongly emphasize that the three
must be simultaneously pursued. This conviction
is brought home by some effective illustrations. For
example, it is contented that to effect a cure of a
malady, faith in the efficacy of a medicine,
knowledge of its use, and actual taking of it, these
three together are essential; so also, to get
emancipation, faith in the efficacy of Jainism, its
knowledge and actual practicing of it, these three
are quite indispensible. Similarly, the Moksamarga,
i.e, the path to salvation, is compared in Jaina works
to a ladder with its two side poles and the central
rungs forming the steps. The side poles of the ladder
are right belief and right knowledge and the rungs
or steps of the ladder are the gradual stages of right
conduct. It is obvious that it is possible to ascent
the ladder only when all the three, i.e. the side poles
and the rungs, are sound. The absence of one
makes the ascent impossible.
Thus a simultaneous pursuit of right belief, right
knowledge and right conduct is enjoined upon the
people as the only proper path to salvation in the
Jaina scriptures. Further, the ethical code prescribed
by Jainism for both the house-holders and the
ascetics is based on this three-fold path of liberation.
Hence it is quite necessary to see the main
characteristics of these ‘Jewels’ which constitute
that path.
1. Samyak Drasana
(1) Meaning

It is clear that out of the three jewels, mentioned
above, right belief comes first and that it forms the basis
upon which the other two jewels, viz, right knowledge
and right conduct, rest. Hence it has been laid down
that one must, by all possible means , first attain right
belief, i.e. the basic conviction in the fundamentals of
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Jainism, because it has been asserted that only on
the acquisition of right belief, the knowledge and
conduct become right.

The term Right Belief has been defined by Acharya
Umasvami in his authoritative Jaina sacred text entitled
Tattvarthadhigama-sutra as follows : “Tattvartha-
sraddhanam samyag-darsanam — chapter | , sutra 2,
that is, right belief is the faith in the true nature of the
substances as they are. In other words, right belief
means true and firm conviction in the seven principles
or tattvas of Jainism as they are, without any perverse
notions.

Further, it is maintained that right belief consists in
believing that
(i) the Jaina Arthas including the Tirthankaras are

the supreme beings

(i) the Jaina Sastras are the true scriptures, and

(iii) the Jaina Gurus are the true Preceptors.

Moreover, it is also asserted that such right belief

(a) Should have eight angas, i.e essential requisites

(b) Should be free from three kinds of mudhatas, i.e.
superstitious beliefs, and

(c) Should be free from eight kinds of mada, i.e. pride
or arrogance.

(2) Requisites of Right Belief

The Jaina scriptures state that the right belief should
be characterized by eight angas, i.e essential
requisites or components or limbs, and that these
angas determine the excellence of right belief. These
eight angas which support the right belief are:

(i) Nihsankita-anga, that is, one should be free from
doubt about the truth or validity of the tenets of
Jainism.

(i) Nihkanksita-anga, that is one should have no love
of linking or desire for worldly enjoyment as
everything is evanescent.

(iii) Nirvichikitsita-anga, that is one should decline to
have an attitude of scorn towards the body even
though it is full of impurities and should have
regard for the body as it can be purified by the
three jewels of right faith, right knowledge and right
conduct.

(iv) Amudhadrsti-anga, that is, one should have no
inclination for the wrong path or one should be
free from perversity and superstition.

(v) Upaguhana-anga, that is one should maintain
spiritual excellence and protect the prestige of that
faith when it is faced with the risk of being belittled
on account of the follies and shortcomings of
others. In other words, one should praise the pious
but should not decride those who may be faltering
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in their pursuit of religion.

(vi) Sthitikarana-anga thatis, one should sustain souls
in right convictions. One should have the quality
of rehabilitating others in the path of right faith or
conduct by preaching them or reminding them of
the religious truths whenever they are found to be
going astray.

(vii) Vatsalya-anga, that is, one should show affection
towards the spiritually advanced by receiving them
with courtesy and looking after their comforts.

(viii) Prabhavana-anga that is, one should endeavour
to demonstrate and propagate the greatness of the
Jaina tenets and scriptures. One should try to
wean people from wrong practices and beliefs by
establishing to them the importance of the true
religion by arranging religious functions and
charities.

(3) Avoidance of Superstitious Beliefs

Itis also laid down in Jaina scriptures that right belief
should be free from the following three kinds of
mudhatas, i.e superstitious beliefs :

() Loka-mudhata is the false belief in holiness. It
relates to taking baths in certain rivers, jumping
down the peaks of mountains and entry into fires
under the supposition of acquiring merit for
themselves or for their kith and kin

(i) Deva-mudhata is the belief in false gods. It accepts
the efficacy of village gods and goddesses who
are endowed with ordinary human qualities and
attempts to propitiate them. This superstition
consists in believing in gods and goddesses who
are credited with passionate and destructive
powers, willing to oblige the devotees by grant of
favours they pray for.

(iiiy Pakhandi-mudhata is the belief in and respect for
dubious ascetics. It shows regard for false
ascetics and considers their teaching as gospel
of truth. It refers to entertainment of false ascetics
and respecting them with a hope to get some
favours from them through magical or mysterious
powers exercised for personal gain or show of
power.

Thus the mind must be freed from such superstitious
beliefs and any doubts so that the ground can be made
clear for the rise and development of right belief.

(4) Freedom from Pride :

Besides the avoidance of these three kinds of
superstitious beliefs, the mind must be made free from
the eight kinds of mad or pride: jnana(learning),
puja(worship), kula(family), jati (caste, or contacts and
family connections), bala (power or one’s own strength)
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riddhi (wealth or affluence or accomplishments), tapas
(penance or religious austerities and vapus (body or
person or beautiful form or appearance).

Itis obvious that all or any or more of these kinds of
pride are likely to disturb the equilibrium of mind, and
create likes or dislikes for men and matters. In such a
case understanding is likely to be erroneous, if not
perverted. Naturally an inflated notion of oneself on
any of these grounds is likely to cloud the vision. Hence
it is necessary that for the blissful drawn of right
belief there should be an effacement of these types
of pride.

(5) Glory of Right Belief :

The Jaina works describe at length the glory of right
belief and enumerate the benefits which can be accrued
by a person possessing right belief. They go to the
extent of declaring that asceticism without faith is
definitely inferior to faith without asceticism and that
even a low caste man possessing right belief can be
considered better fit to attain moral dignity.
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In short, the Right Belief is given precedence over
Right Knowledge and Right Conduct, because it acts
as a pilot in guiding the soul towards moksa, i.e.
salvation. Further, there can be no rise, stability, growth
and fulfillment of knowledge and character, unless they
are founded on right belief or faith
Transgressions and blemishes of
samyagdarsana

The Tattvarthasutra speaks of following five
transgressions of samyagdarsana :

(i) Sanka (doubt)

(i) Akanksa (desire)

(i) Vicikitsa (repulsion)

(iv) Anyadrstiprasat (admiration of followers of other
creeds)

(v) AnyadrstipraSamstatva (praise of followers of
others creeds) [To be continued]
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Story of 12" Chakravarti Brahmadatta

The 12"Chakravarti Brahmadatta was the last Chakravarti in the present era (Kalachakra)living in the
period of Arishtanemi Tirthankara. The consequences of his auspicious karma in previous births made him
Chakravarti king but simultaneously his revengeful karmas and craving pushed him in the seventh hell. His
story is very much noteworthy to improve people who indulge in revenge inspite of performing severe austerities.

In the city of Varanasi,king Shankha had a chief minister named Namuchi. Namuchi was keeping relations
with the queen. When the king came to know about this, he ordered a Chandal to kill him in the jungle.
Namuchi requested the Chandal not to kill him so that he could teach music to his two young children Chitra
and Sambhuti. Chandal accepted his humble demand and didn’t hurt him.Minister Namuchi started teaching
veena and other instruments to the children. Once again, he started keeping relations with Chandal’s wife and
so was thrown out of the town.

Though being Chandals, both children became very good in music. They travelled different cities and gave
musical performances. Namuchi couldn’t tolerate their fame and started declaring to everyone about their
caste. Both brothers felt so bad with the insults that they decided to end their lives. A Jaina monk saved them
and inspired them to accept monkhood. Both performed severe austerity, where younger brother Sambhuti’s
tapa resulted in auspicious karma of becoming Chakravarti. Once some women arrived to adore them and by
mistake one of the lady’s hair touched Sambhuti’s feet. The Muni Sambhuti felt that in his next birth he also
should have such beautiful wives. His younger brother explained to him the bad fruits of such wishes but
Sambhuti didn’t listen.

After death he was born at Kampilyapur kingdom as Rajkumar Brahmadatta. He became Chakravarti king
after winning all the states.Once the Chakravarti had some dispute with his friend. The friend took revenge
and threw an arrow at him resulting in the loss of both eyes of the Chakravarti. The king took revenge by
taking away the eyes of his friend’s family members and the people of his caste. Every day the clever chief
minister presented a plate full of fruits similar to eyes. King Brahmadatta was blind so he couldn’t realise the
difference between eyes and the sticky round seeded fruits.

Thus Chakravarti king Brahmadatta died in RAUDRADHYANA and went to seventh hell after death. His
brother Chitra received Kevaljnana and became Siddha.The story of 12"Chakravarti teaches us that one
must over power sinful passions to reach final goal of moksa.
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The 12th Chakravarti Brahmadatta - By Dr. Renuka Porwal, Mob.: 098218 77327

“Papa, Who is Brahmadatta in our
Jain History?"

“The 12th Chakravarti Raja was
brahmadatta my son.

Both performed severe austerity, where
Sambhuti's tapa resulted in auspicious
karma of becoming Chakravarti. Once
while adoration, a women’s hair
touched Sambhuti's feet. Muni
Sambhuti felt that in his next birth, he
also should have beautiful wives.

Once the King of \Varanasi caught his
chief minister Namuchi, with his queen
and ordered a Chandal to kill him.
Mamuchi reguested him not to kill, in
return he could teach music to his
two children Chitra and Sambhuti,

In his next birth, he was born as Prince
Brahmadatta at Kampilyapur. Later on
he became a Chakravarti king. Once
due to a dispute, a revengeful friend
blinded him by throwing an arrow.

Both children became famous by their
musical performances. Out of jealousy,
Namuchi declared to everyone about
their Chandal caste. Shamed, they
decided to end their lives. A Jaina monk
saved them and they became sadhus.

The king took revenge by blinding his
friend’s family members and his caste
people. Every day the clever chief minister
presented a plate full of fruits similar to
eyes. Being blind, King Brahmadatta
couldn’t realise the difference between
eyes and the sticky round fruits. Thus he
died in RAUDRADHYANA and went to
seventh hell after death,.




Licence to post Without Pre-Payment No. MR/TECH/WPP-36/SOUTH/2016, at Mumbai-400 001,
Regd. With Registrar of Newspapers for India No. MAHBIL/2013/50453 Published on 16th of every month & Posted at
Patrika Channel sorting office Mumbai-400 001 On 16th of every month a]

Regd. No. MC5/147/2016-18
PAGE No. 44 JUNE 2016

508, AR UG dlgd wR mall’ -
A 518 A4 Ayl dly 3 7 eldlA dudl #dl
el o Ulet-dl 211 2elld 8, 2 uz dl
oi2fl o 21§ 19 - - ofl% 58 -l NG dlu.

gt vl 508 % wels - ud ad? e
Wi, o WA % 595 6 o ae vy 8. 1k
5151 s 4141 UL 529 21 % HIF wML
EBausd 514 0 7 uRRd-»uERAA 21l
Sk cll 9 2 518 % i AL AU T
56 Glziy - viend il el d weyds 2l
il 2awdi-Hidl seuaal dl wul Rl
Uyl WRB Ram o a9, dar
- 4L AL Al 4 949 dld d-f WA
wiell 2date ol dletiasy sE 2 o laxi
HMIHIA 5390 25 nd 8, ueL H1Ml sisl
gl a9z 1925l Ul 5B Awesy, ousn
69, wal 91l qdl na & - woid sl
yaElal dgell wistl sl e yvdl Gl . e
w2 el AL B et 528 w2 g,
Gelllot worell 3detidl 4l a9,

e s- 5[4 el etia 20l sl st
g2l sudl deimdl Bul 2iqed 8.
51895 anis 4 dl ‘Raneiu’ -l 1gs ol
N 69, Ly 4, Blaiuid Rid s3js
dLsl 2 19! * % *
NESEETEIR IR CERIVETR
BMELAIE -3¢0 00¢,

(alm=y : ‘rdddn’, 4 2018, wHELAIE.)

‘Y4 ’qil M4

vl edia

Y & Gl ala-dl ubul duw
23y Bt sa 4o 6, etsd-ll alisg
il sE- atltg 23y 201 % elal, vel
ool 9 dl wdiusigeudl, dl-a-uy
(1eet-aewa) sR-o1sd 9 ; sB yeL 8,
AL WSl 69, Y3 M Y ‘s
cdlE adlsiReMl W3 MR slHL L 5.
¥ £9ell 5[ 2ellvartidl Fariel iy s doss
il yfaide uaen -0l sA D & o aust
A s seal it weudl Azl =i
saAAMY o Yoy oflaiwlE Al uua-
dlal AelAL 2uioi-l eiusl. dui woy-l
dacttaalll aeli-l did 8 4 ‘Ada’
(1z00) 2ud, s w4l susl 24l
w1 Aauglanedl a2, Bl d
sfapellni ‘allaixf@’ (1ei1o) wud.
efl-attud suuel 3¢ el dvalidas &
elalls sl uslel el d ol
B ey[d il gl i Aded UM 53l 53l
L il 5269, sE-L 238 2 2N’
usld & sBal s el gd2ud o, dl sls
Ul & uzy Awvl & [l 34 »ud o wi
£413s ‘@aAtadl’ U sielul s w1y
t, ‘aflif@’ -l LA 2 oy 4
Al weldl 9, W @™ol UAHS-
LRI 2010 SH1E MY ol dl sUis
eyl Fawl 8, s@ s 8 dn dud
UBElAL MAL M M (el uzm
w18al) 2 dva wiwd 8, yduz w2d
Hep el i susal oi-ll 2d .

2L alu-L qel yekellowl &, dui
(gt 3 9. yFlaueui %4 Dark night
of the Soul ¢ & il H-:[FulAHi s412s
Alks Aell oy o9, sl dlemun Qe
Bl 69, L 2L U51RAL 2L [EAs el d

PRABUDHH JEEVAN

Aedlrg il 2is M-l 2ua- [ g
aadl qi-ifisal eald o, s ‘H-R
Hiqu' & ‘sz 44 (The Religion of
Man)-l Ul ol 39 es, el 2 gl g §
sz AHA oLl w5 B 53 asdl
Aefl BiH o Bieid 9, Baeudl g v
wiy [Baie 2a3u s slldizld’ wiu-l
el Sz Al Bauaumi [
Ui ey, wi-REc 20d 9, dde pinsmi
u yy syl @ ol 2l Brimemi wis-
s[d 21y 69, Aasie, 24090 43 alHALeL
dl 2y 26 8, ‘yadl' (1eay), ‘yRaw
(a3 )l 2a-usiini sB- »ieRd adl
AetriAl Yalon 4oL &, wad-L Yeal
sl sBA 20 saBad--l we
Ry a6,

Oflizfd’ vy udai yst sE-l Ad-uq
wi el iz ol 53 69, oudi-i dal
Bzl ‘vul - (leoe )l sBdsiui
Hy -6 dd sd qul o9, ‘g2’ vyl
Hueiell el 22 8. alds
“uly -t el Heer o s 2y & eldl
wil sial Ud 518 % 2l 9, 5[ ool w15
o1l steda-uel ol qq sis %S
26U 65, yeL = que-l gl -l
Ud 5id %q & - g idl Buisiia use o,
el sEasi MEan s & (‘da vl ) A
sié dldl anyf 2uddl & aqul yaain
9, 14l Al 2 W g Ul vl deil
AR w2+l A s eqgaaie] sist 24
¢, 5165 [Fole, 530 5ot el : slo e aizell
el eldi @ il ? uRREd

sisi-ll WRan el dl, Aenaqa-u | To,
Bl USL1AUML MLl wonRYL
[E12 ot e ag 4l sl
5165 lld-l A1l 2uadl 32
wieill i s- @ Alsoll weu e,
VEIETERTERNTE (B FETE TR
8. ‘a2 alld 2 oua- uRglRd

Postal Authority Please Note: If Undelivered Return To Sender At 33, Mohamadi Minar, 14th Khetwadi, Mumbai-400004.

Printed & Published by Pushpaben Chandrakant Parikh on behalf of Shri Mumbai Jain Yuvak Sangh and Printed at Fakhri Printing
Works, 312/A, Byculla Service Industrial Estate, Dadaji Konddev Cross Rd, Byculla, Mumbai-400 027. And Published at 385, SVP Rd.,
Mumbai-400004. Temporary Add. : 33, Mohamadi Minar, 14th Khetwadi. Mumbai-400004. Tel.: 23820296. Editor: Sejal M. Shah.




