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FUTURE DEPENDS ON WHAT WE DO TODAY
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"A man is but a product of his thoughts. What he thinks he becomes.'
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That wily old fox Gandhi came in the way.
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While fighting for political independance he was
also laying foundation of another equally important
independence i.e. Economic independence. He
knew well, that economic independence is the
mother of all independences.
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‘Whatever you do will be insignificant, but it is very important that you do it.'
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THE S€ERER'S PINRY

CELEBRATING THE UNMOVED MOVER

Bhavya, Bhavya, Bhavya... The atmosphere
that’s created when you celebrate the presence of
a BelovedSpiritual Master.

To be a part of a lifetime when we are able to
celebrate a soul closest to the Gods, closest to the
purest and to witness ‘collective love, ‘collective
bhaav’ of thousands of bhakt’s, seekers, disciples
is a wonder of the world much more than any other
tangible seven, eight, nine wonders.

Event: Pujyashri Rakesh Bhai Jhaveri’'s
(Gurudev’s) 50th Birth anniversary or Suvarna
Jayanti Utsav.

Venue: NSCI Dome- Mumbai

Hosts: Thousands of disciples

What happened in those three days? Music,
Dance, Discourse, exchange of love in all its
dimensions... Love and Samarpan in Action.

It was all beautiful, all larger than life; everyone
went beyond their own capacities and stretched
themselves beyond expectations.

The finale was ‘Adhbhut Astitva’ which felt like
being a reflection of Deviok with lots of apsaras-
The concept, the execution, the music, the
performance, the visualization, the lyrics... all were
Ah and Waah!!

The presence of Saints and their wishes and
blessings gave goose bumps and very heart
touching.

Gurudev Himself was his same gentlest
humblest self, meeting as many people as he could,
replying, loving. Speaking on Shraddha, Sanyam
and Seva (Right faith, right discipline or conduct and
right action / service.)

Over 10, 000 people on each single day and it
was all in sync with absolutely minimum of glitches.
Everyone was accommodated, everyone was
moved, and the guests who had no idea about
Gurudev or even Jainism were floored.
The sevaks who had worked day in and day out
were as alive, as aware, and as smiling as if it was
a bright sunny morning for 24 hours..

And that is what | wish to just try and capture in
here - Love and what it can do. The all-complete
soft unadulterated love for that permanent Tattva.

Love can make a person who “needs a minimum
eight hour sleep’ - sleep for two and feel fresh for
weeks before the celebration.

Love can make ‘ a fast food and dessert lover
leave these naturally just to avoid any thing that can
make him unwell or sick or unable to give service
for the event.
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‘Future depends on what you do today.'

Love that automatically makes you think with
‘vivek which otherwise was not your strongest virtue.

Love that makes ‘intense awareness and vigilance’
your natural state.

Love that keeps you drenched days, weeks,
months after the showers have ceased.

Love that make impossible possible, makes difficult
easy-gives you that one strong reason for life.

Love that starts with a deep desire to please the
beloved, desire converts into a strong thought and
then a full -fledged process of action.

So for this moment, let us stick to this soft cotton
bubble of love and just humanise it a bit.Most of us
would have done something or many things for people
we love.My parents generation and before did it more
subtly perhaps, through their conduct everyday. The
new age does things through surprises and squeals
and over the top gestures. A surprise birthday party,
a surprise ticket, decorating the room, baking a cake,
cooking a gourmet meal, booking a car, making a
card etc etc etc - fulfilling a desire or creating a desire
and it is all wonderful.

Now doing something for someone who has No
desire of any kind of this world and yet his Heart can
rejoice and feel far more sustainable gratitude and
humility than us mortals.

And this result also in an efficiency, the magical
ness and the collective energy of all of us celebrating,
this kind of love that reaches epic proportions.

Shwetambars, Digambars, Sthankvaasis,
deravaasis, grahasth’s or sanyasi’s will all agree that
when a Tirthankar is born or attains Nirvan, the kind
of celebration that takes place cannot be compared
to anything on earth. The sounds, the celebrations,
the feasts, the entire cosmos rejoices and expresses
through this very mode which the enlightened one
himself has left far far far behind. The very things
that do not touch him are the ones that make a
celebration- All the panch dhaatu coming together, all
the ‘yog’ coming together, synchronising coming
together and more than anything that one
pulsating tattva that brings all of this together.

And that is what Pujyashri Gurudev since the
beginning of his 50th year kept on telling us-
something in this vein.. “if you are celebrating my
birth, you not only will have to accept my death but
celebrate it while if you see me as who | AM, Anadi
anant tattva‘then every minute will be a celebration.’

And that may sound like an irony, but what we
celebrated and our medium of celebration are all the
five senses, but what and who we are celebrating is
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someone whose Light, whose joys, and whose
music is that Anhad Naad within Him.That ‘Aho
Bhaav, that conviction and love in us that makes
us- the kshanik celebrates the shashwat .What a
concept —the temporary, the momentary, the fleeting
heralding the permanent, the unmoved and the firm.

Why the need to celebrate?

| wish you were there, | wish you see it. For those
who were there, no matter which state of mind and
heart they came in, what they might have been
seeking, which aspect of themselves they were
working on, they and we all in unison felt something
inside us shifting, firming our sights on something
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more permanent, making us seek and believe in the
vastness that is and actually easily accessible right
here permanently residing within.

For those few hours we were celebrating not only
Him, but all that is higher of us, we were focusing on
THAT which is us through Him.We were celebrating
that which is never born and thus will never die. The
Unmoved Mover who through his moving form is
spending His entire life to make us realize the
unmoved and the formless.

Reshma Jain
The Narrators
Email : reshma.jain7 @ gmail.com

Khadi

. An intermeshed cluster of Truth and Serenity!

Mohandas Karamchanddas Gandhi / Gandhiji /
Gandhibaapu/ Mahatma Gandhi, and many more
addresses, to a mentor who does not need any
introduction. A man who not only fought for the
freedom of his own country but never stepped back
» from serving every enslaved personal around the
s world. A fight for freedom with the sword of
Satyagraha, non-violence, and aparigraha.

Gandhiji, who was born with Hindu religion, but
pursued Jainism as his religion by action, perception
and philosophies. The initial influence of Jainism on
Gandhiji, stemmed from his mother. She was very
much drawn to Jain values and followed Jain monks.
Later, when Gandhiji became good friends with
famous poet Raychandji well known as Shrimad
1; Rajchandra, Jain values and principles gushed
sJ through his blood. Gandhiji in his Autobiography wrote
-o—athat he might have met many leaders and
> philosophers in life, but the impact of Shrimad
Rajchandra was simply mystical. “In my moments
of spiritual crisis, therefore, he was my refuge.” these
z were the words of Gandhiji as taken from Young
- India, January 21, 1926.

Jain values when explained by Shrimad
Rajchandra wrought undiluted and instantly to his
heart and touched Gandhiji’'s soul. Jain Principles

such as Truth, Ahimsa (non-violence), Anekantvad
(Manyness), justified all his dilemmas and answered

all his queries. Under the guidance of Shrimad
= Rajchandra, Gandhiji was deeply inspired by Jain
doctrines such as peaceful living and honesty. He
made all these values an essential part of his own
attitude towards life. Philosophy of Manyness
(Anekantvad) enforced him to love even his opponent
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and critics.

Gandhiji during his young age before he met
Raychandiji, was not so influenced by principles of
non-violence. He was a follower of violence. Now .
here, violence just did not mean physical viciousness.
According to Gandhiji, violence resided also in one’s
thoughts and verbal behavior. According to him, true
Ahimsa should mean a complete freedom from ill-will,
aggression, and disgust but just the true love for all.
This belief and serenity ensued within Gandhiji also
after reading Tolstoy’s book “The kingdom of god is
within you”. Gandhiji was greatly influenced by
Tolstoy’s life and how simply he led his life with love
and compassion giving away all the luxuries of his
life. According to Gandhiji, Tolstoy was a true follower *
of Non-violence.

According to Gandhiji, Ahimsa (non-violence) and
truth were deeply entwined and correlated to each
other. He believed that Ahimsais the means and truth
is an end. If we follow Ahimsa with its true essence,
the final destination of truth is abounded too. Using ¢
foreign clothes was a kind of Ahimsa in his
foresightedness. This strong belief of his, encountered
him to set the movement of Swadeshi (wearing cloth
— Khadi) produced manually by labour and not by
machine). He believed, Swadesh (freedom)would not
be possible without being Swadeshi. Gandhiji
believed that being swadeshi by means of cloth is
being truthful to your own people. This is an action of
Ahimsa of its kind. Being truthful and non-violent by
means leads to being truthful and pure to your soul. .
When your soul is pure and overwhelmed with love
for your own people, your life is at contentment and
you are abounded to see truth leading enlightenment.
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% According to Gandhiji, sufferings of millions of Indians  act of non-violence leading you to the path of truth
?, due to the use of machinery for cloth mills, in order and love. Gandhiji always believed, that the nearest
= to earn wealth for few, undoubtedly is a way of Himsa  approach to truth is love and love is nothing but lies
2 (Violence). Whether this wealth is earned for within Parmatma.Parmatma is the truth but to put it
& Manchester mills or Indian mills. Although, according in an ideal world, according to Gandhiji, truth is
£ to him, few Indian merchants getting wealthier atthe =~ Parmatma.
< cost of millions of Indians on their own motherland, It is always believed that your clothing reflects
was morally and ethically absolutely obnoxious. your character, and often dominates your behaviour
Because after all, it was mistreatment of Indians by and personality. And in today’s era, if the young
Indians itself. Hence, for him, using Khadi as means generation explores wearing khadi, the vision of
of cloth was an act of non-violence sustaining truth.  composure and love would be just like a rainbow in
If being an Indian at that time, wore machine made an exquisite sky.
clothes manufactured in Manchester, it would be like One should definitely try wearing khadi and for
wasting money over foreign goods but if they wore  sure you would experience an enigma of emotive
machine made clothes manufactured by Indian mills, elevation ... spiritual serenity!! It is a legacy of
it would be as good as draining blood out of fellow Mahatma Gandhi, which every Indian or rather every
Indians and that would be most unethical and morally  human should pursue. Gandhiji said, “The Khadi spirit
unjustified act. For Gandhiji, wearing Khadi was means fellow-feeling with every human being on
morally being loyal to your fellow beings, showinga earth.”
loving gesture to your own people. Thus being truthful ~ God lies in Purity!!
to your soul. Where there is pure and active love for poor, there
Khadi is not just a cloth but it speaks much beyond is God also...
just being a fabric. Wearing Khadi represents one’s I see God in every thread that | draw on spinning
unanimity towards your own country. It represents wheel... - Mahatma Gandhi * ¥ X
truth and serenity of your soul. It represents your  49,wood Ave, Edison, N.J-08820, U.S.A. (+1-917-582-5643)

THE STORY OF ACHARYA HARIBHADRASURIJI O Dr. Renuka Porwal

The sixth century AD was famous as Haribhadra’s Yug in Jaina tradition. His compositions of 1444 granthas are
precious gems among Jaina philosophy. He added new vision to Patanjali’'s Ashtanga yoga and called it Yogadrasti.
He showed the difference between Ohgdrasti and Yogadrsti elucidating eight visions of Jaina yoga. In his time,
discourses in debates and succeeding them was considered very prestigious. Haribhadra was born in a Brahmana
family at Chitor (Raj.) and was a Rajpurohita of the king. He had pledged that if he was unable to understand any
sloke spoken by any scholar then he would became his or her disciple.

One day when he was walking through Chittor, he came across a very furious elephant. The keeper tried his best
to control him but the animal instead threw him down. Haribhadra saw the angry elephant running directly towards him
and immediately took shelter in a nearby Jaina temple. When the elephant left the area, he stepped out of the temple
premises and passed through Sadhviji’'s Upashraya. There one of the aged lady ascetic named Yakini Mahattara
was reciting a verse about Chakravartis, which he could not comprehend. According to his pledge, he approached
the sadhviji, very politely asked for its explanation and requested to accept him as her disciple. Sadhviji repeated the
sloke with the meaning and simultaneously replied that a Jaina sadhvi couldn’t accept a male pupil and so took him
to their Acharya Jinadattasuriji.

Now Haribhadra became Jinadatta’s disciple and not only learnt that sloke but compared the Jaina, Vedic, Sankhya,
etc. darshanasi.e. all Indian Philosophy. He studied the Agamas and learned the depth of Jaina philosophy. His guru
bestowed upon him the Acharya title and later on he gained more popularity. Many people became his disciples.
Once two of his pupils Hansa and Paramhansa asked for his permission to study Buddhism in a monastery in
disguise. Haribhadra didn’t approve of it but agreed when they persisted much as both were his sister’s sons.
Unfortunately, their secret was revealed and they had to run away from the monastery. Before they could reach
home, they were caught and killed by Buddhists. This cruelty was difficult to tolerate by Suriji as he was most
powerful in all aspects. He challenged them to a debate in the royal court with the condition that whoever loses would
be put to death. His violent attitude was transformed by Guru Jinadatta and Yakini Mahattara. Harbhadrasuri realised
his attachment with the two children and forgave the Buddhists. To atone, Guru advised him to enlighten people to
right faith. He wrote 1444 books on Jainism like commentaries on Anga Agamas, Yoga, Dharma, Anekanta, etc.
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'If | have the belief that | can do it, | shall surely acquire the capacity to do it even if | may not have it at begginning JECELC]
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Acharya Vijay Haribhadrasuriji - By Dr. Renuka Porwal, Mob.: 098218 77327

Haribhadra, born in a Brahmana family in about 700
A.D. was a Rajpurohita in the court of Chittor. One
day while walking through the village, a furious
elephant threw down his keeper and came charging
towards him. Haribhadra had to take shelter in a
nearby Jainatemple.

Later, he passed through Sadhviji's Upasraya. Sadhvi
Yakini Mahattara was reciting a verse about
Chakravartis, which he couldn’t comprehend.
According to his pledge, he requested to accept him
as her disciple. Sadhviji couldn’t accept a male pupil
and took him to their Acharya.

He accepted Jaina diksa and learnt not only that sloke
but compared Jaina, Vedic, Sankhya, etc. darshanas.
His guru bestowed him the Acharyatitle,

To atone for his violent attitude, Guru advised him to enlighten people to right faith. He wrote 1444 books on

lainism like commentaries on Anga Agamas, Yoga, Dharma. Anekanta and more.
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