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" One small step of man, one giant leap for mankind."
-Neil Armstrong

K.J. Somaiya centre for studies in Jainism had
underatken an extensive research project =~Saman
Suttam: A Comprehensive Study" running in four
volumes. The book contains fundamentals of Jainism.
The peculiarity of the book is to find out original sources
from the scriptures and commentaries from various
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Acharyas.

Based on the book Saman Suttam, 'Saman Suttam:
A Comprehensive Study' contains an exposition of 756
aphorisms (sutras) interwined together interesting
compendium of Jain Phiolosphy under common
umbrella complied from 48 major texts of both
Svetamber and Digamber sects.

The purpose of publishing exposition of 756 aphorism
in four volumes was to break and rejuvenate the old
boundaries, create new frontier promoting positive and
vibrant environment from the crux of wisdom and gain
valuable insights from srciptual knowledge.

Following are the summarized content of four
volumes.

The 1tVolume 'Saman Suttam: A Comprehensive
Study (part 1)' contains expositions on 191 aphorism
reflecting the wisdom complied from total 36 texts. This
volume stresses on value of ahimsa (147 p401), the
49" aphorism given on page 141 reveals key to
happiness. Aphorism 176 on page 479 quotes on
significance of knowledge which being a characteristics
of soul, enlightens not only the self (svaprakashak) but
also enlightens others (par-prakashak). In Aphorism
122 p 330, soul is regarded both as Vaitarni and
Nandana van. Aphorism 106 (p289) explains on the
nature of the soul. Aphorism 164 (p449) gives a unique
definition on Karma. It says carelessness is influx of
Karma, vigilance is stoppage of karma. One finds the
meaning of the term Sramana, Brahman, Muni, Sadhu,
Tapas. Sramana is one who has the quality of
equanimity, Brahman is he who has the quality of self
control. Sadhu/Muniis he who possesses knowledge.
Tapas is he who practices austerity.

The 2™ volume 'Saman Suttam: A Comprehesive
Study (part 2)' starts from aprhorism 192 to 3883, i.e. it
contains exposition on 192 aphorism complied from 32
scriptural texts. The theme of this volume is path to
liberation (tri-ratna) and the result of liberation.
Aphorism 236 (p135) guides one to develop
compassion instead of ills / flaws of others. Aphorism
247 (p167) explains the difference between attachment
and detachment. Aphorism 353 (p518) gives the reason
to eat before sunset. Aphorism 364 (p473) reflects on
importance of observing Vratas i.e. Yama and Niyam
removes evil tendency, balances the disturbing mind

Welg ®ar 1

and removes inner conficts.

The 3 volume 'Saman Suttam : A Comprehensive
Study (part 3)' commences from aphorism 384 to 587,
containing expositions on 204 aphorism from 35
scriptural texts. This volume reflects on key to
successful meditation (sutra no. 424, p98), Aphorism
519 (p356) pondering over self, Aphorism 547 to 565
showing the process of purification, Aphorism 567
(p497) while mentioning on the meaning of death, says
that a body is liken to a boat, the soul is a boatman and
worldly existence is like an ocean to crossed over.
Aphorism 571 (p509) points to the state of Samadhi
marana.

The 4" volume 'Saman Suttam: A Comprehensive
Study (part 4) commences from Aphorism 588 to 756.
It contains exposition on 179 Aphorism complied from
24 scriptural texts. This volume contains important Jain
metaphysics and principles of anekantvada. Aphorism
589 (p3) says that a person who has developed right
perspective (samyaktva) always seeks the truth and
considers all living being as his friends. Aphorism 730
(p397) he acts as a mediator solving disputes among
people through his multiangle (anekant) perspective.
Such a person is also considered as atmajna (knower
of a soul) quoted in Aphorism 747-8 (p431)

Hope this four volumes will make an ineresting
reading. A big word of appreciation to the wonderful
editors and the staff of Jain centre who tiredlessly
worked in the completion of the project. Shri Samir
Somaiya (Vice-President,Vidhyavihar) supported the
project, Shri V. Ranganathan (Hon. Secretary) and Shri
Rajan Welukar (Provost) had encouraged the project
throughout. Both the institution ICSSR and ICPR have
supported this project by way of funding.

Saman Suttam: A Comprehensive Study (part 1 to
4) aims at providing an interdisciplinary forum and a
great opportunity for researchers, academicians,
ardent students. We are confident of acheiving new
challenging milestones with the readers continued
support.
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THEe SECRER'S PINRY

“So the whole war is because we can’t talk to each
other”. — Orson Scott Card.

“We spoke.”

“She misunderstood.”

“Are you even listening?”

“l said this but | meant this.”

‘I meant this and | did not say this.”
“Oh | thought you meant it this way.”
“l did not mean to hurt you.”

“I meant to tell this to you..”

Soitis 2017.

We pretty much live in a world where we know
everything or we CAN know everything. We collect
and process data and have million opinions to
understand and discern with this information overload.

Whether it is Trump or Modi, whether it is philosophy
or religion, whether it is love or hate, whether it is books,
rocket science, recipies, embroidery, quantum physics
we can have data enough to fill the entire city and more.

We read, and feel quotes on the profoundest of love,
we have tips for how to have the best marriage, how to
be a great friend, how to be a better mother, how to be
happier, calmer, beautifuler,deeper,how to be...

We have internet to browse and go deep, we have
WhatsApp forwards and instagrams for quick fixes..

Friends and country men, we have it all. We live in
a present time where we can be a better anything and
better in anything if knowing about something can make
us better, if information could make us better.

And yet as we are overwhelmed with data, we are
also losing touch. Losing touch with a certain reality,
be it in our own specialisations, professions, or
definitely in our relationships, because information
overload also means a constant mental and emotional
make up to integrate the rapidly changing information.

So as usual what am | talking about?
Are we talking too much or not talking at all?

Both. We are doing both but what we might not be
doing with either is communicating.

This is such a broad topic, it entails an entire social
and psycological ethos so | am going to choose one

LIVE AND LET LIVE !

aspect of it this time and elaborate on it and take other
aspects some other time.

In a world gone manuals, where one can pretty much
stop thinking and live off information and wisdom so
easily accessible, what is actually happening.

In any of our intimate relationships, we already are
communicating with an extremely crowded mindspace.
We are communicating with a combination of past
baggage —-good and bad, unmet expectations, fulfilled
desires, unfulfilled desires, preoccupation, distractions
(the bane of all existence in today’s age of information),
constant faltering of self worth.

So what we are hearing is pretty much not what is
actually being said.

We are hearing what we feel, and only what we feel.

so when we are in a space of abundance (my
favourite word, as all of you who read me might know
by now), or a space of clarity about our position in
relation to self and society, we are a bit generous in
what we hear and when we are unclear and insecured
about our own position / direction , we become myopic
or pretty much deaf.

So when | am not plagued with self doubt and in a
soft all is well with the world, | am listening to what the
other person is saying, experiencing and able to be
happy in his / her happiness and with empathy if he /
she is spiralling downwards. | am able to take his / her
thought, give it attention, make it grow into a lovely
thought process, or put it aside if it is inconsequential.
I am able to read in clear words what is being said and
not try and catch the in between words because what
is being said is what is being said and | don't need to
hear what is not being said.

But if | am in self doubt, if i am unclear and sluggish
and blurred about my own equation to that day, boy oh
boy, will | hear too much.

| would not be a balloon to the other person but a
dead weight. Because i will not be listening to the
others words, but to my feeling of alienation,
disssonance, abandonment, deeply coiled in my own
feeling of failure and crutching and thus shifting that
feeling from the self to the other.

And this can happen to the best of us, and by best |
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don't mean as people but best as in people who think
they communicate well and clear, because
relationships are not about information alone, nor are
they ever about who is right or wrong, nor are they
about crutches.

Communication is when one can first listen to what
is being said, and say what one is feeling clearly and
briefly and then if there is a communication which
brings out a disparity, or a way of being that is differant
from one’s own, the ability to embrace its uniqueness,
laugh and cry a bit and then step back, breathe, move
into other spheres and gently hold and create that
space for the other which could be very differant from
one’s own.

Clear communication will always mean concsiously
cancelling out baggage, it is always to be in context
and to remain in the here and the now.

It is to hold that point of love, ease and acceptance
that can make each grow seperate and thus with one
another.

Communication has to be about making space for
and with each other and not about giving space to each
other, to hold innocence, to occasionally turn a blind
eye but to always be aware of the person as a whole
rather than parts, to know how one has grown from
strength to strength and thus not give into some visible
weaknesses.

It really is really Baby Krishna with butter oozing
out from the sides of his mouth telling vehemently to
his mom "main nahi maakhan khayo'.

It could be Krishna telling all his 18000 wives how
he loves them completely.

“Krishnamurti says - A dialogue is very important.
It is a form of communication in which question and
answer continue till a question is left without an answer.
Thus the question is suspended between the two
persons involved in this answer and question. It is like
a bud with untouched blossoms... If the question is left
totally untouched by thought, it then has its own answer
because the questioner and answerer, as persons,
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have disappeared. This is a form of dialogue in which
investigation reaches a certain point of intensity and
depth, which then has a quality that thought can never
reach.”

So all of us... this Valentine cupid month of love, let
us promise to communicate honestly, but gently but
most important to listen with as much gentleness. You
could be a frog in the well, your companion a bird in
the sky but if you embrace the other for what they are,
the frog could become a prince and you could become
the wind beneath the bird’s wings.

Live and let live...

Reshma Jain

The Narrators

Email :

reshma.jain7 @ gmail.com
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A Memory that sheaks out of my eyel!

Someone has said so beautifully, “Those we love
never go away, but they walk beside us always...
unseen, unheard, but always near, but still loved, still
missed and held so dear.”

Today, | seek your acquiescence to unwrap some
units of my heart on your frontage and given this
platform. | would like to share some revolutions of my
emotions. Also, trying to depict an article written in
Gujarati by my legendary mentor, Dr. Dhanvant Shah
in the scriptural language of current generation —
“English” with the hope his words would spread the
world and reach the greater essence encouraging
future generation.

It is always said, time is the best healer... but today
| can correlate to this saying very closely and would
like to say, it is not so always...or to put it in other
words, it could be gradual and phlegmatic. It has been
a year, my forever hero, my father left this worldly
universe leaving behind his memories, fragrance, and
doctrines. His physical absence distorts me
nonetheless. | sleep every night with a small tear in
my eye and warmth in my heart missing my papa. My
body literally aches at the thought of never seeing him
again. Yes, aspiring Jain philosophy and principles,

O Prachi Dhanwant Shah

detaching attachments do try to overrule these
emotions gushing in my heart, but sometimes it’s true,
easier said than done. Although, | am apparently
ecstatic as well —glancing at the valued treasure papa
has left for us, in the form of his wisdom, mentoring
and enthralling relations with family and friends. It is
this paragon which | wish to bequest to our imminent
generation. | would not be proved wrong if | say today
“For every daughter her father is the first man of her
life and probably the most influential”. In my growing
age, | would always tell my father, “Papa, | would find
my prince charming one day, but you will always be
my King ...”

One of the articles written by Shri, Dr. Dhanvant
Shah published in "Prabhudh Jeevan' on Gandhiji is
very close to my heart. As this article, has taught me
many values of my life. Reading that article brings my
memories with my father fresh as pleasant fragrance
and | can envisage his childhood like a rolling movie
and me simply meticulously relish the sightsee through
it. For papa, Gandhiji was like his mentor and he was
very much galvanized by Gandhi’s values and
principles of life. This article divulges clearly papa’s
fondness towards Gandhiji.

“Gandhi : A Legendary self of the Epoch” — by Dr. Dhanvant Shah — 16th January 2010

Besides just 2nd Oct, 30th January evokes the
memories of this legendary personality to great extent.

After Shri Ram, Krishna, Mahavira and Buddha, this
divine marvel was very much enchanted by this
universe. His presence was this earth’s opulence and
moreover souls who were present around in Gandhi’'s
era were fortuitous!

When | recall my first memories of 30th January,
my heart experiences gushes of revolution. | have
never seen Gandhiji personally, but | was raised in an
environment which was enthralled by Gandhi’s aura
and principles, as a result | got the privilege to be a
Gandhi follower for a while. Then after when | stepped
into the life in this real materialistic world, due to these
strong influential principles of Gandhiji | also had to
face several tussles and agony and this is the veracity
applicable to every personal of my generation.

| was in the 4th grade then. Absolutely childish and
ignorant. It was at Songadh Ashram, - Shri Mahavir
Jain Charitra Ratna Kalyaan Aashram — A Gandhi
adherent Jain Monk Kalyanchandrajibaapa was the
whole and soul of this Aasharam. Inventor of “Gandhi
Baavni” coming from Kacha, the charismatic and
fervent principal was Shri Dulerai Karani. That 30th
January, before the regular evening prayers, a
bemused and insistent prayer session was called out.
We all organized ourselves systematically in the prayer
room. We all were amused and confused. Did not
realize what was happening. After a while, Pujya Shri
KalyanchandraBaapa, walked in sobbing and with the
likewise watery eyes, Shri Karani sir also followed.
Then after, our teacher poet Shri Naathalaal Dave and
our ideal teacher Bholabhai Khasiya also entered the
room with great distort and mourning on their face.
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The environment in the room was absolutely
inaudible and astounded. | was so confused and
blindfolded, wondering a Jain monk who has
abandoned all the attachments and affection with the
worldly life crying and sobbing? A resilient personality
like Karanisaheb crying like a small child? These
questions agitated my gullible mind to which | had no
answers. Nevertheless, hearing lectures on Gandhiji |
sensed the environment and Gandhi aura fragranced
my soul.

We were directed towards the statue of Bharatmata
(Goddess of India). We learnt from the lecture that
Gandhiji had once stepped here, and he was the one
who inaugurated this statue of Bharatmata with his own
hands. When I learnt this, my heart was overwhelmed
and startled with the fact that the land where once
Gandhiji had stepped, | am standing there today?

All the respected speakers spread the words on
Gandhiji’s life, but these dialogues had more tears of
grief then words. It was due to these incredible and
notable words which | heard in my childhood, that
heartened me and | was inquisitive to read and learn
more librettos about Gandhiji in my life.

Pujya Kalyanchandrabaapa was a staunch Gandhi
follower and always wished his students to be inspired
and motivated by Gandhi principles. Although, the
ashram belonged to Jains, sternly based on Jain rituals
and principles, which were never overlooked. But at
the same time, there was no enforcement of Jain rituals
on any student. Hence, whenever and however,
captivated fragrances would be spread around in the
ashram by Pujyabaapa and Karani sir.

As a cause, legendary renowned personals of those
times, such as Pujya Santbaalji, Naraayanbhai Desai,
Swami Anand, Punit Maharaj, Shivji Devsi Gadhda-
wala, Ramanlal Desai, Jaybhikhu, Nanabhai Desai,
and many more learned philosophers and literature
personalities including many divinely Jain monks would
visit the Ashram and we were privileged to come in
their contect. They would definitely have some or the
other blissful words about Gandhiji. This bequeathed
an idiosyncratic place in my heart and soul for Gandhiji.
| was so influenced and possessed by Gandhiji that
during my college times, that when a famous creative
writer Rasikbhai commented as a critic on Gandhiji’s
book “Neeti Naashne Marg”, my mind and heart was
agitated to a great extent. But gradually as time
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conceded, | agreed with his comments and realized
that if Gandhiji would have read the same when he
subsisted, he would also agree with Rashikbhai’s point
of view. It is not necessitous that Gandhiji’'s point of
view would be appealable to everyone around all the
time. Otherwise why would he get bullets as a gift on
30th January on his chest? Had it been these
individuals would have understood great Jain principles
and philosophy of Syadvada — an expression of
Anekanta — conditioned predication, then this homicide
would have never befallen. But when any religious
principles are costumed in the form of a turtle shell of
psychosis, then how can you expect any coexistence
and sensible results?

Then after, the next 30th January, my mentor
Karanisir did not go home for lunch. During lunchtime,
when he was engrossed in his writing, we requested
him to have lunch but to that, he replied that he was
fasting that day as it was Gandhiji’s death anniversary.
My ignorant sense experienced one more stroke of
astonishment and amazement. (Once when Kach
experienced dearth, Karanisir had given up milk for 2-
3 years). | then decided | would also give up food and
fast on every 30th January. Would wear Khadi and
only use non-violent things to use in my dalily life. |
also decided not to wear gold ever in my life. These
were the principles of Pujya KalyanchandrajiBaapa and
Shri Karanisir in their life which influenced my naive
mindset in my childhood, which | also persued in my
life. This is an example and factual episode revealing
the fact that the context of a great mentor and teacher
in your childhood is always persuasive to a prodigious
scoop.

As time passed and | came to Mumbai, my roots
were grounded strong to these oaths and principles |
had decided to trail. Every 30th January | would also
visit Mani Bhavan (Gandhi Ashram in Mumbai).
Unfortunately, one day due to my bad health and
sickness, | had to give up my vow of fasting on 30th
January. Although wearing Khadi, using non-violent
needs, and not using accessories continued
throughout. Mumbai’s Khadi Bhandar and Petit library
were like a temple for us.

One day, when | went to buy khadi clothes for myself
in Khadi Bhandar, | learned about monetary disarray
in the organization and also about their court cases.
My mind was distorted, filled with scuffle, fury and
mental agony. | finally gave up Khadi. Me, my friends
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Kishor Parikh, Anila and Kalaben stepped out of Khadi
Bhandar and | revealed my verdict about renouncing
wearing khadi to them. Hearing this, Kalaben
immediately called up my beloved and joked saying,
“Congratulations!! your Dhanji became Dharmesh
now!!” That day, my dear Kishor celebrated treating
us with Idli Dosa worth Rupee 5, in the restaurant
round the corner named “ West Coast”.

Gandhi shed off from my body but not from my soul
and heart. In fact, my inclination towards him got more
and more stable and stagnant.

| read about Gandhiji a lot during my college days.
Even today, Gandhiji is a beloved for many students
and very much endearing which one can surely
assured looking at new fangled publications on Gandhi
literature and it’s selling. Just read recently somewhere
that it is not possible to duplicate Gandhiji’'s picture
print on duplicate 500 Rupee bill. Although this
excellence is due to technological innovation, but |
would say credit goes to Gandhiji’s originality and
Gandhi truth!

Gandhiji was Vaishnav by religion. He was
apparently incredibly motivated by Shrimad
Rajchandra’s thoughts. Some individuals have also
gone to such an extent that they proclaim Shrimad
Rajachandra as Gandhiji’s Guru. Gandhiji
comprehended Bhagwan Mahavira’s invincible
principles in his life always. Gandhiji was farsighted
like Mahavira. Mahavira’s ideal principles of equality
of human race were truly assimilated by Gandhiji. In
1947, when Indian army was sent to protect Kashmir,
the Indian government was rest assure that Gandhiji
a follower of non-violence would surely protest against
this call, but to their surprise, Gandhiji exclaimed the
Indian army planes as an envoy of non-violence.

Mahavira’s principles on Syadvada and
Anekantavad was radiated in every nerve of his life.

Forgive me for mentioning some of my personal
episodes while writing this article on Gandhi. But I'm
sure many individuals who have lived in the Gandhi
environment and have implemented Gandhi principles
in their life like me, can correlate to the fact of facing
skirmish in their life. At the same time, would be
disillusioned contemplating our countries current and
future actualities and facets. This is “compassion”.

Two motives instigated me writing this article. One
was in the fond commemoration of Gandhiji and
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secondly, along with my co-workers when recently we
went to donate the funds of Rupees twenty-five lacks
collected during the days of Paryushan Vyakhyaan-
mala, to a boarding school giving grooming to its
students based on the principles influenced by Gandhiji
bearing vivacious aura of Gandhiji, ~-named “Mahavir
Jain Charitra Ratna Kalyaan Aashram” where my
childhood was engraved, all the memories flashed like
a bright ostentatious lightening which enforced me to
reveal my thoughts.

Today, in this country, when corruption is flourishing
to such an extent and when criminal minded and fake
individuals are government servants becoming
ministers managing the government, and if these
minister’s houses, when raided one can find abundance
stack of bills, then in such circumstances, people who
lived their life on the path impelled by Gandhiji and his
principles, will be surely sobbing to unconditional
enormity. And then, this Gandhi Bapu can only pat our
back and say, “Idiot! Munnabhai!! Lage Raho (keep
going )!I”

X X X

“When someone you love becomes a memory, that
memory becomes a treasure”. | am bequeathed with
this treasure for rest of my life!!
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ENLIGHTEN YOURSELT BY S€lLT STUPY OF JHINOLOGY

LESSON - FIFTEEN [CONTINUED]

O Dr. Kamini Gogri

Festivals

Generally, festivals are celebrations and jubilations
characterized by excitement, enthusiasm, enjoyments
and entertainments; but the Jain festivals are
characterized by renunciation, austerities, study of the
scriptures, repetition of holy hymns, meditation, and
expressing devotion for the Paramatma. Even those
people who are caught in the meshes of mundane life,
according to their ability and conveniences, get free
from the worldly entanglements to the extent possible
and become immersed in worship and meditation.
Renunciation and austerity constitute the very
foundation of the Jain Dharma.

Paryushan Mahaparva

The Paryushan is the most important festival among
the Jain festivals; and it is observed during every
Chaturmas commencing on the twelfth day of the
fortnight of the waning moon, in Bhadrapad and ending
on the fourth day of the fortnight of the waxing moon in
the Bhadrapad. During these eight days, the entire Jain
Society becomes spellbound in an atmosphere of
enthusiasm and felicity. All Jains, the young and the
old perform Atthai Tap - fasting for eight days at a time.
Some men and women; and even children take the vow
of PaushadhVrat also for eight days. During these days,
the spiritual preceptors read out and explain in detail
the Kalpasutra, the most sacred scripture of the Jains.
All the members of the congregation listen to that
explanation, overwhelmed with the emotion of devotion.
Seven days are days of attainment and the eighth day
is one of fulfillment or achievement. In this manner, the
Samvatsari Mahaparva the annual festival is
celebrated. Listening to the holy voice of the spiritual
preceptors when they explain the 1250 fundamental
Sutras; performing the Samvatsarik Pratikraman, (the
annual atonement) for seeking the forgiveness of those
people whom one hates or against whom one nurses
a grudge; forgetting all hatred and spite-these, constitute
the Samvatsarik Aradhana - the annual atonement.
Navpad Oli

This has been described under the section, dealing

FEBRUARY 2017

with austerities. During the days of this festival, every
day, worship is offered to the Navpad; and a dramatic
performance of the story of Shripal and Mayana is
carried out.

The birthday of Mahavir

The birthday of Shraman Bhagwan, the last
Tirthankar, is celebrated on the thirteenth day of the
fortnight of the waxing moon, in the month of Chaitra.
On this occasion, a grand chariot procession,
community worship, glorification of the Lord,
discussions, discourses, seminars and devotional and
spiritual activities are organized. On this day, a
magnificent celebration takes place at Kshatriya Kund
in Bihar because Bhagwan Mahavir was born there.

Diwali

Diwali is celebrated on the new-moon day of Kartik.
On the night of that day, Mahavirswami attained Nirvan
or deliverance and attained to a state of absolute bliss.
The Lord discarded the body and the bondage of all
Karmas on that night, at Pavapuri and attained Mukti
or deliverance. Chaturdasi (the fourteenth day of the
bleak fortnight of Kartik), the full-moon day and the new
year (the first day of the fortnight of the waxing moon
in Kartik) - These three days are celebrated with
Paushadh, fasting, special repetition of holy hymns,
and meditation. People should fast on the Chaturdasi
(14th day) and the new-moon day and listen to the
Uttaradhyayan Sutra which contains the final message
of Lord Mahavir. The whole of the night of Diwali should
be spent in the recitation of holy hymns and in
meditation on Shraman Bhagwan Mahavir. In the early
morning of the first day of the new year, Ganadhar
Gautam Swami, the first disciple of Lord Mahavir
attained absolute enlightenment. The Jains begin the
new year with a glorification of Lord Gautam Swami;
and listen with devotion to the nine Stotras holy hymns
and with listening to the auspicious Rasa (epical poem)
of Gautam Swami from their Guru Maharaj.

Bhai Beej
The festival day for brothers.
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When Raja Nandivardhan, the brother of Shraman
Bhagawan Mahavir was steeped in sorrow and anguish
on account of the latter’s nirvan (attainment of Mukti)
his sister, Sudarshana took him to her house and
comforted him. This happened on the second day of
the fortnight of the waxing moon, in Kartik. This day is
observed as Bhai Beej. This festival is like Raksha
Bandhan. On the day of Rakshabandhan, the sister
goes to the brother and ties the Raksha; but on this
day, the sister invites her brother to her house to
felicitate him.

Jnan Panchami
(The holy day for acquiring knowledge)

Jnan Panchami is the name given to the celebration
that takes place on the 5th day of the fortnight of the
waxing moon in Kartik (the 5th day after Diwali). This
day has been fixed for the worship of pure knowledge;
and on this day, by way of worshipping knowledge,
fasting, taking Paushadh, devavandan (offering
veneration to Gods), holy recitation, meditation,
Pratikraman etc., are carried out. Moreover the books
preserved in the religious libraries are cleansed and
worshipped .

Ashadh Chaturdasi

The sacred commencement of Chaturmas takes
place on the 14th day of the fortnight of the waxing
moon, in the month of Ashad. The Jain Sadhus and
Sadhvis remain where they happen to be on that day
until the 14th day of Kartik Shukla. They have to stay
there, during these four months. Among the Jains, many
austerities like renunciation, tapasya, undertaking of
religious ceremonies, etc., are organized. Even in
respect of eating and drinking during these days, some
rules have been prescribed.

Kartik Poornima
The full moon day of Kartik

The Chaturmas that begins on Ashadh Chaturdashi
comes to an end on the full moon day in Kartik. After
this, the Jain Sadhus and Sadhvis begin their wandering
Padyatrai.e., travel on foot. A pilgrimage to Shatrunjay-
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Palitana on this day is considered to be of great
importance. Thousands of Jains go on pilgrimages on
this day. This day also is celebrated as the birthday of
Kalikalasarvajna, Acharya Bhagavant Sri Vijay
Hemachandrasooriji who was born on this day. (in
Vikram Samvat 1134 or 1078 A.D.).

Maun Ekadashi

(The holy day for observing silence).

Maun Ekadashi falls on the 11th day of the fort-night
of the waxing moon in the month of Margshirsh. This is
an important day for Jains on which they observe total
silence-Maun and carry out such austerities as
Paushadhvrat, fasting, worshipping of gods, meditation
etc. This is the day on which the great events relating
to the one hundred and fifty Jineswaras are celebrated
by means of holy recitation. The story of Suvrat
Shresthi is connected with this day.

Paushdashami

This day is famous as the birthday of Bhagwan
Parshwanath. On the 10th day of Pushya, hundreds
and thousands of Jain men and women perform the
tapasya of 3 Upavas-attham (continuous fasting for 3
days) and by means of recitation and meditation they
try to attain spiritual welfare. A grand fair takes place
in Sankheswar which is a sacred place for Jains.
Thousands of people gather here and perform the
austerity of Attham.

Akshay Tritiya

Those noble people who perform the austerity of
Varsitap complete the austerity on this day by taking
sugar-cane juice in the cool shadow of Shatrunjay.
Bhagwan Rishabdev performed the Parana
(completion of an austerity) on this day after fasting
for one year continuously. This day is considered to
be very auspicious for going on a pilgrimage to
Shatrunjay. This falls on the 3rd day of the bright
fortnight of Vaishakh.

[ Lesson Sixteen Next Issue ]
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SUPERB DEVOTION STORY
Acharya Shri Vatsalyadeep Suriji @ Translation : Pushpa Parikh

SHRAVAK KATHA

This is a story about a secretary of Gujarat state
staying in the city Patan. His name was Bahad. He
was famous for his devotion. viz. prayers, poojas, and
penances. His father's name was Udayan. who had
also been a secretary in his time. Bahad loved his fa-
ther very much. He wanted to do something in his
father's memory. Ultimately he decided to do some-
thing on Shetrunjay mountian. He decided to get con-
structed a beautiful temple on the mountain. He reached
Palitana and started towards fulfilling his wish.

Bahad stayed at Palitana for two years. When the
temple on the Shetrunjay moutain was ready a person
came and informed him and arranged for the
inaugeration. Bahad was so excited that he presented
a golden tongue to the informer.

Bahad went to Patan for the arrangement. But as it
is said, "Man proposes God disposes' before Bahad
reaches Patan he got the news that the part of the top
of the temple is broken. The reporter was awarded by
two golden tongues as he had timely informed him so
that he can get it repaired.

Immediately Bahad reached Palitana and went up
on the mountain to see the damege. After inquiring about
the incident he was informed that the mountain is very
high and temple at such place should not have Bhamti
(Place around the idol). It was a mistake. The air pres-
sure caused the damage.

Bahad ordered to construct a temple without Bhamti.
That proposal was refused by the sculptor. The reason
behind this was a belief that one who gets constructed
such a temple will have no issue (family) in future.

Bahad did not mind that and instead of the chain of
series of sons he would prefer the everlasting temples.
Without hasitation he requested the sculptor to com-
plete the temple without Bhamti.

This special devotional story of the secretary Bahad
became famous in the state of Gujarat and Saurashtra.

In Samvat 1211 on an auspicious day the pratishtha
(inaugernal ceremony) was performed on a very large
scale. * ¥ X
Pushpa Parikh, Kenway House, 6/B, 1 Floor,

V. A. Patel Marg, Mumbai-400 004. Tele. : 23873611.

THE STORY OF KING MEGHARATH O Dr. Renuka Porwal

The story of King Megharath is very famous in all three ancient religious traditions of India i.e. Jainism,
Buddhism and Vedic. It shows that a powerful king never comprises if a question arises to save even a mere

animal in return of his own life.

Once the brave and benevolent King Megharath was praised by Indra in Indrasabha at Devaloka / heaven.
He mentioned, ““kindness and love towards all living creatures of King Megharath is so wonderful that he
wouldn’t be hesitate to give up his own life to save the life of one who takes his shelter.”

Two of his deities doubted this and decided to test Indra’s statement. They came in disguise of a pigeon and

a hawk (The bird Baj in Indian languages).

Both deities came to earth after changing their forms. The pigeon entered through a window and sat near the
king. The hawk famous for his vision (Bajnazar) saw the poor pitiable pigeon, tried to catch it but it had already
taken shelter in the palace before his beak could reach him.

Megharath realised the pigeon’s fear. The hawk demanded his food — the pigeon, where in reply the king refused.
The king and the hawk both argued and at last the hawk agreed to have the king’s flesh instead of the pigeon.

The king took out his knife and started cutting flesh from his thigh but the hawk demanded the same amount
of flesh as this was to judge his behaviour. A big weighing scale was brought to the court. The pigeon was put
on one of the pan and the king kept on adding his flesh in another pan but to their surprise it was not enough.

Finally the king put himself on the scale though everyone refused to allow him to sacrifice his life to save the
mere pigeon but he didn’t heed to anybody. Here Megharath showed his duty towards everyone who sought
his refuge.

The whole court was stunned seeing the sacrifice of the king to protect a small bird. Megharath closed his
eyes, began chanting prayer to God to forgive the hawk. Now it was the deities’ turn to assume their original
divine form.

Both deities stood with folded hands and said “Oh great king you deserve all the praise for your kindness
and humanity. You are blessed by us. You will be future 16" TirthankarShantinath in this era”.

“Long live King Megharath,” everyone praised and saluted him.

The soul of King Megharath became a Jina. It was the previous birth of sixteenth Tirthankara Shantinath.
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The Kind King Megharath - By Dr. Renuka Porwal, Mob.: 098218 77327

Papa, tell me the story of the famous king Megharath

“Son, let me tell
his story™

Once in Devaloka, Indra praised the brave King Megharath for being
very kind to all creatures. Two of his deities doubted this. So they
disguised as a pigeon and a hawk. The pigeon flew near the king while
the hawk ran to kill him. Megharath realised the fear of the pigeon
and refused to give in. At last the hawk agreed for the king's flesh
instead of the pigeon. The pigeon was put on one pan of weighing
scale and the king kept adding his flesh but it wasn't enough.

Finally the king put himself on the scale. Megharath closed his
eyes and prayed to God to forgive the hawk. Both deities
assumed their divine forms and said,

“Oh great king you deserve all the praise for your kindness and
humanity. We bless you.”

The soul of king Megharath became the sixteenth Tirthankara
Shantinath (This Photo of Shri Shantinath Bhagwan at
Hastinapur)
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