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The red carpet unfolds again...an amicable solution to
Jain congregation !

Knowledge and doctrine open the door, and there
comes an opportunity to compass it, a persona of
amalgamation leading to wisdom and insight. The
parasol unfolds, and again an auspice explicitly “JAINA
Convention” marks down its dates leading to history in
North America.

Certainly, it could be sporadic that the antiquity of
JAINA Convention is anonymous. JAINA is a
Federation of Jain Associations in North America.
Instigated through the inspirational proceeds by
Acharya Shri Sushil Kumarji and Gurudev Shri
Chitrabhanuiji, the focal objectives and spurs of this
coalition are to keep Jain religious ethics thriving on
this foreign land. The historical date when foremost
JAINA CONVENTION was organized, was in the year
1981. Periodically then after, every two years JAINA
federation orchestrates this ostentatious event in
various states of North America. This federation brings
together all the Jain Associations of North America and
Canada under one roof. The intents being,
dissemination of Jain way of life, Jain philosophy, Jain
culture and keeping the Jain bequest vibrant in current
epoch of the world. Spreading the stream of Jain
religious facade when being miles away from its roots,
the scenario of the detour is certainly very much
plausible. This year, | have been fortunate, as JCNJ
(Jain Center of New Jersey ) brings JAINA convention
to unfurl its wings on the foregrounds of the state and
town where | reside — Edison, N.J. And so are
opportune, all the Jain’s residing in New Jersey.

JAINA is the body which brings all the Jains of North
America together irrespective of its rituals, tradition,
language, regions and customs. Substantially, it is also
a forum to foster friendship and acquaintance with a
fellow Jain community of North America. In appendage,
this organization enables Jain Youth to endorse its
roots and intermingle within the Jain grid. Although there
could be a conflict in the vision of stern Jain cliques,
with respects to the frivolous amendment of Jain rituals,
while rejoicing this occasion. But keeping in mind the
contemporary fact, that progress is arduous without a

O Prachi Dhanwant Shah

change, some trivial acceptance could be vindicated.
It is a discerned fact that Jain religion over the
diaspora is just not an accustomed ethos of rituals and
penance, but is incredibly opulent in its philosophy and
culture. The right way of Jain life would certainly lead
to the congruence of this mankind. And the pictorial
outlay of this earthly life would emphatically be
numinous. This is what unerringly is the prophetic
prophecy of JAINA federation. It profoundly thrives to
work on these grounds. Aspiring for amalgamating Jain
vision, in the conviction of the existent generation,
incarnate on this foreign land of North America.

Taking its milestones ahead, JAINA convention has
come distant on its way with innovative Jain themes
as a way of teachings and salutation. Since 1981,
during every Biennial JAINA Convention conveys foci
which are unique in its own illustrations. For instance,
the convention offered a theme of “The Art of Living” in
2003; in 2005, it sightsaw the theme “Extending Jain
Heritage in western environment”; in 2007 explicating
the theme “Peace through dialogue”; in 2009 “Ecology
the Jain way”; 2011 - “Live and help live”; 2013 JAINA
convention presented the theme - “The Global Impact”;
2015 “Jainism: world of non-violence” and finally this
year 2017 offers the much foretelling and pragmatic
theme “Jainism and science” . This much-anticipated
five-day event enables us to mark our calendar from
30th June 2017 to 4th July 2017. What a unique manner
of celebrating American Independence Day with the
ethos and legacy of such pious religion “Jainism”.
Merriment by means of Indulgent, disseminating Jain
virtues and aura with an admissible aspect of science
to it! These vision to Jain religion optimistically makes
it appealable to the cohort thriving on this distant land
and who are conscientious for the overlay of better
tomorrow. Revealing Jainism as a religion of facts with
the help of science will undoubtedly help pursue the
legacy of Jain religion in near future. This acuity of Jain
religion would not just be alluring to Jain community of
North America, but all the communal bloke who would
discover this diaspora of Jain knowledge. And when
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this aura of right belief, right conduct, and right
knowledge is inhaled with a personified panorama to
it, one can very well envisage what a splendid
ecosphere it would be to live on...

Wrapping up, | would just like to give a big round of
applaud to JAINA organization for all the hard work,
dedication and selfless efforts to keep the legacy alive
on this foreign land, far-flung from its heritage. Although,
| did not intend to pen down any kind of propaganda of
an organization on this podium of Prabhudh Jeevan. |

Jain art refers to religious works of art associated
with Jainism. Even though Jainism spread only in some
parts of India, it has made a significant contribution
to Indian art and architecture. In general Jain art broadly
follows the contemporary style of Indian Buddhist and
Hindu art, though the iconography, and the functional
layout of temple buildings, reflects specific Jain needs.
The artists and craftsmen producing most Jain art were
probably not themselves Jain, but from local workshops
patronized by all religions. This may not have been the
case for illustrated manuscripts, where many of the
oldest Indian survivals are Jain.

Jain iconography mostly has a sage in sitting or
standing meditative posture without any clothes. Modern
and medievial Jains built many temples, especially in
western India. In particular the complex of five Dilwara
Temples of the 11th to 13th centuries at Mount Abu in
Rajasthan is a much-visited attraction. The Jain
pilgrimage in Shatrunjay hills near Patilana, Gujarat is
called “The city of Temples”.

Jains mainly depict tirthankara or other important
people in a seated or standing meditative posture,
sometimes on a very large scale.Yaksa and yaksini,
attendant spirits who guard the tirthankara, are usually
shown with the Figures on various seals from the Indus
Valley Civilisation bear similarity to jaina images, nude
and in a meditative posture. The earliest
known jaina image is in the Patna museum. It is
approximately dated to the 3rd century BCE. Bronze
images of the 23rd tirthankara, Parshva, can be seen
in the Prince of Wales Museum, Mumbai, and in the
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probe clemency if so! Despite it took me through a
carousel of a dilemma, | also could not hold my thoughts
aback when the motives of such establishment are
consequently enticing.
My solitary objective following my words is my
strong belief in the fact....
“Appreciation of work well done is the opportunity to
do more...” * ¥ *
49,wood Ave, Edison, N.J-08820,U.S.A.
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Patna museum; these are dated to the 2nd century BCE.
A sandalwood sculpture of Mahavira was carved during
his lifetime, according to tradition. Later the practice of
making images of wood was abandoned, other materials
being substituted. The Chausa hoard and Akota
Bronzes are excavated groups of bronze Jain figures.

Remnants of ancient jaina temples and cave temples
can be found all around India. Notable among these
are the Jain caves at Udaigiri Hills near Bhilsa in
Madhya Pradesh and Ellora in Maharashtra, and the
Jain temples at Dilwara near Mount Abu, Rajasthan.
The Jain tower in Chittor, Rajasthan is a good example
of Jain architecture. Decorated manuscripts are
preserved in jaina libraries, containing diagrams
from jaina cosmology. Most of the paintings and
illustrations depict historical events, known as
PanchKalyanaka, from the life of the tirthankara.
Rishabha, the first tirthankara, is usually depicted in
either the lotus position or kayotsarga, the standing
position. He is distinguished from other tirthankara by
the long locks of hair falling to his shoulders. Bullimages
also appear in his sculptures.® In paintings, incidents
of his life, like his marriage and Indra’s marking his
forehead, are depicted. Other paintings show him
presenting a pottery bowl to his followers; he is also
seen painting a house, weaving, and being visited by
his mother Marudevi. Each of the twenty-
four tirthankara is associated with distinctive emblems,
which are listed in such texts as Tiloyapannati,
Kahavaali and Pravacanasaarodhara. Monolithic, 18 m
statue of Bahubali referred to as “Gommateshvara”,
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built by the Ganga minister and commander
Chavundaraya, is situated on a hilltop in
Shravanabelagola in the Hassan district of Karnataka
state.

Ayagapata

Ayagapata is a type of votive slab associated with
worship in Jainism. Numerous such stone tablets
discovered during excavations at ancient Jain sites
like Kankali Tila near Mathura in India. Some of them
date back to 1st century C.E. These slabs are
decorated with objects and designs central to Jain
worship such as the stupa, dharmacakra and triratna.

A large number of ayagapata (tablet of homage),
votive tablets for offerings and the worship
of tirthankara, were found at Mathura.

These stone tablets bear a resemblance to the
earlier Shilapatas -stone tablets that were placed under
trees to worship Yakshas. However, this was done by
indigenous folk communities before Jainism originated
suggesting that both have commonalities in rituals. A
scholar on Jain art wrote about an Ayagapata
discovered around Kankali Tila,“The technical name of
such a tablet was Ayagapata meaning homage panel.”

The contribution of Jain art to the mainstream art in
India has been considerable. Every phase of Indian art
is represented by a Jain version and each one of them
is worthy of meticulous study and understanding. The
great Jain temples and sculptured monuments of
Karnataka, Maharashtra and Rajasthan are world-
renowned. The most spectacular of all Jain temples
are found at Ranakpur and Mount Abu in Rajasthan.
Deogarh (Lalitpur, U.P.), Ellora, Badami and Aihole also
have some of the important specimens of Jain Art.

Jain architecture cannot be accredited with a style
of its own, for in the first place it was almost an offshoot
of Hindu and Buddhist styles. In the initial years, many
Jain temples were made adjoining the Buddhist temples
following the Buddhist rock-cut style. Initially these
temples were mainly carved out of rock faces and the
use of bricks was almost negligible. However, in later
years Jains started building temple-cities on hills based
on the concept of mountains of immortality.

Compared to the number of Hindu temples in India,
Jain temples are few and spaced out. The latter used
to tear down their older, decaying temples and build
new ones at the same site. On the other hand Jain
temples had a certain militant aura around them,
probably because of plunderers who may have carried
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away riches. Surrounded by embattled walls, the Jain
temples are divided into wards in a manner similar to
fortified cities with parapets and niches to repel armed
aggression. Each ward in turn was guarded by massive
bastions at its ends, with a fortified gateway as the
main entrance. The reason being that Jain temples are
the richest temples in the world, surpassing even
Mughal buildings in terms of grandeur and material
wealth.

The temple-cities were not built on a specific plan;
instead they were the results of sporadic construction.
Natural levels of the hill on which the ‘city’ was being
built accommodated various levels so that as one goes
higher so does the architecture and grandeur
increases. Each temple, though, followed a set pattern,
styles, designed on principles of architecture in use
during the period. The only variation was in the form of
frequent Chamukhs or four-faced temples. In these the
image of a Tirthankar (fordmaker) would face four sides,
or four Tirthankars would be placed back to back to
face four cardinal points. Entry into this temple would
be from four doors. The Chamukh temple of Lord
Adinath is a characteristic example of the four-door
temple. Builtin 1618 AD on the site of an older structure,
it houses a 23 sq. feet cell chamber. One doorway
leads out to the assembly hall in front while the other
three have porches leading into the main courtyard.
Interior Layout of Jain Temples

Usually the exits lead into a series of columned
chambers into the central halls of the temple. These
columns, standing around for no apparent purpose,
might make the place seem like a mindless labyrinth,
but on closer scrutiny it becomes evident that there is
a style and method in it.

Simply put, these are temples within a temple,
divided into sanctums and surrounded by a range of
chapels and shrines, and the maze of columns act as
a defense against plunderers. The principle impression
gathered from these temples is the variety of their
sections but in harmony with each other. The pointed
spires above each dome is different, yet it signifies the
position of a chapel, hall or any other chamber inside.

The contribution of Jains towards art and
architecture was specially important in view of the
magnificent artistic creations, particularly in the forms
of images, temples and paintings, spread all over the
country and covering a time span in continuity from
the earliest through the modern times.The Jain art with
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profuse variety changes innovations and
embellishments (barring Jina images) has never been
monotonous also. The Indus Valley civilization (c. 2300-
1750 BC) is the earliest civilization of India. The figures
on some of the seals from Mohen-Jo-Daro and also a
male torso from Harappa remind of the Jina images on
account of their nudity and posture, similar to
kayotsarga-mudra, which is exhibited more
emphatically in Lohanipur torso. But nothing can be
said with certainty until the Indus Valley script is
deciphered finally. The earliest-known Jina image,
preserved in the Patna Museum, comes from
Lohanipur (Patna, Bihar) and is datable to c. third
century BC. The nudity and the kayotsarga-mudra,
suggesting rigorous austerity of the image were
confined only to the Jinas. The two early bronze images
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of Parsvanatha, differently dated by scholars from 2nd
century BC to 1st century AD are in the collections of
the Prince of Wales Museum, Mumbai and Patna
Museum. These figures provided respectively with the
five- and seven-hooded snake canopy are rendered
as sky-clad and standing in the kayotsarga-mudra.
1st century BC, bearing the figure of Parsvanatha,
seated in dhyana-mudra in the centre, is in the
collection of the State Museum, Lucknow (J. 253).The
rendering of the Jinas in dhyana-mudra (seated cross-
legged) and the representation of srivatsa in the centre
of their chest appear for the first time in the Sunga-
Kusana sculptures of Mathura. [ To Be Continued ]
76-C, Mangal Flat No. 15, 3rd Floor, Rafi Ahmed Kidwai
Road, Matunga, Mumbai-400019. Mo : 96193/ 79589
/98191 79589. Email : kaminigogri @ gmail.com

THE STORY OF Bahubali - The son of Rishabhadeva By Dr. Renuka Porwal

Bahubali and Bharat were the sons of first Tirthankar Rishabhdeva. Bahubali was tall, well built with very
strong arms hence he was called Bahubali. Among the hundred brothers, Bharat was the eldest.

Before renouncing the world, Rishabhdeva distributed his vast kingdom between his sons. Bharat received
the state of Vinita (Ayodhya) and Bahubali received the Takshashila kingdom (Podanpur). The divine Chakra-
ratna developed in Bharat's Ayudh-shala, inspiring him to become a Chakravarti King. This Chakraratna,
when used, never missed its target. His 98 brothers and other kings recognised him as their king except for
Bahubali.

King Bahubali was strong enough to proclaim war against his elder brother Bharat. He had a special army
for the protection of Takshashila so he rejected Bharat's sovereignty. Both brothers brought their huge army
face to face on the battlefield. Ministers requested them to avoid violence and death of innocent animals and
men during the war. So the two brothers wrestled without any weapons.

All attempts to defeat Bahubali failed. At last to win, Bharat ignored all the rules of war and used the mighty
wheel against Bahubali. The characteristic of Chakra was that it wouldn’t harm any of the blood relatives, so
it returned without harming him. Bahubali was very furious with Bharat as he had violated the rules, so he
raised his hand to smash him with his fist.

All of a sudden, he thought; what | will get by killing my brother for just a piece of land which too was given
by our father? He shivered thinking of his blow could have turned fatal. Finally he changed his mind and
instead pulled out his hair with the raised hand, as a sign of renouncing the world. Immediately he left the place
and went on a hill for meditation.

Bahubali chose the path of Rishabhadeva but his pride became an obstacle in getting enlightenment. Many
years passed, creepers grew on his feet and arms but he couldn’t get Kevaljnan. His two sisters requested
him, “You need to come down from the elephant as you will not get the ultimate knowledge with so much pride
in your soul. Bahubali realised the significance of his sisters’ words and decided to bow down to Bharat. As
soon as he stepped forward, he received the Kevaljnan.

In memory of the mighty king Bahubali, a colossal 57 feet, monolithic image was established by Gommat -
Vir Martand Chamundrai, 1000 years ago at Sravan-bel-gola in Karnataka. It was carved from a hill and is now
considered world’s heritage. Many wall paintings and murals in Jaina shrines and caves also have the depiction
of Bahubali performing meditation.
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Bahubali — The Son of Rishabhadeva - By Dr. Renuka Porwal, Mob.: 098218 77327

Bahubali and Bharat were the sons of Tirthankar Rishabhdeva.| | Bahubali rejected Bharat’s sovereignty resulting in a wrestling

Bahubali was tall, well built with very strong arms, hence was| | duel between the brothers. Angered at the use of the Chakra-

called Bahubali. ratna, Bahubali raised his hand to smash him & instead pulled
out his hair, renouncing the world.

Bahubali meditated for many years but couldn't attain In the memory of king Bahubali, a colossal 57 ft image was
Kevaljnan. His sisters requested, “You need to come down established by Gommat- Vir Martand Chamundrai, 1000
from the elephant as you will not get the ultimate knowledge years ago at Sravan-bel-gola in Karnataka.

with pride in your soul.” As soon as he stepped forward to go

to bow down to Bharat, he received Kevaljinan.
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