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“Soul bondage on a faraway terrestrial
chaperoned via mother tongue!

( Prachi Dhanvant Shah )

“Ifyou talk to a man in a language that he understands,
it goes to his head. If you talk to him in his language,
that goes straight to his heart” — Nelson Mandela.,
This is the quote almost everyone has heard of
but the question is how many of us believe in it and
infer on it? We know that someone speaks our
language, we automatically connect to him and that
binds us. But more than that, we often forget, that if
don’t speak the same language, what it takes to isolate
us and what it takes to exclude us from that person.
Be that person be a common man or your family.
Retrospecting the history, a prevailing Indo-Aryan
language evolved from the Sanskrit language, is
termed as “Gujarati”. Although, this language has a
convincing correlation with Jain religion, as this
language was first encrypted by a Jain monk and an
eminent scholar Acharya Shri Hemchandra-Charya,
back in 12th century CE in the region of Rajput king
Siddharaj Jaysinha. His dialect was originally called
as “Gurjara Apabhramsa” composing mainly religious
verdicts. It is eminent that the Gujarati language
acclaimed its admiration by the virtues of Jain authors.
The primeval Gujarati poem in 1185 ‘Bharatesvara-
bahubali Rasa’ was composed by a Jain monk
Shalibhadra Sur. Undeniably it can be expressed, that
the Gujarati language emerged out of Jain tradition.
Eventually, the Gujarati language accomplished its
eminence through famous Gujarati writers, poets, and
personals commencing from Narsimha Mehta in 16th
Century to leaders of 19th Century like Mahatma
Gandhi- the father of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
- the Iron Man of India and many more. In the 17th
Century, the Gujarati language applauded coverage
by means of Maha Kavi- A great poet of those times
Shree Parmanand. He was a traveling storyteller who
conveyed his message through the medium of Gujarati
language in the form of long illustrated poems,
precisely focusing on the story about Narasimha
Mehta. Then after, many Gujarati poets and writers
manifested their subsistence leading to the popularity
of Gujarati Language. In the era of 19th Century, the

study of Gujarati language can be accredited to a
British colonial administrator and a Gujarati scholar
Alexander Kinloch Forbes who surveyed thousand
years of Gujarati history and amassed many
manuscripts. And how can we miscue acknowledging
father Carlos G Valles? A renowned author, a
mathematician born and brought up in Spain but
persuaded himself with a foreign language — Gujarati.
This language thrives in his soul, in every nerve of his
consciousness and in every aspect of his life. Living in
India since five decades, his experience with the
Gujarati language strikes his lifespan with the most
exquisite novels extensively in Gujarati dialects leading
to a count of more than seventy books in Gujarati.
Father Valles’s inclination towards the Gujarati
language for sure surprises me ensuring a mystical
allure of this beautiful linguistic — Gujarati. A language
of the soul, a language of love, a language that showers
saccharinity and unveils an epitome of reverent
Gujarati culture. Never the less, Gujarati culture carts
the bequest of reflective and prodigious literature.

The prominence of Gujarati language in India is a
precise illustrious fact. Gujarati is one of India’s
twenty-second official language and one of India’s
fourteenth official regional languages. Thereabouts
in India, 30% of all Gujarati speakers are literate in a
second language. Gujarati is legitimately acclaimed
in the Indian constitution and is spoken by more than
46 million people around the world.

Carrying further the legacy of this esteemed and
esthetic language, Gujarati culture has apprehended
the Gujarati language around the diaspora just as
integral. This mother tongue of Gandhi baapu is still
well versed and spoken around the world. Research
divulges that outside of India, the most Gujarati
speaking population is found in the United Kingdom
and the United States of America. And within the USA,
it is acclaimed that New Jersey, New York, Texas, and
California beholds majority of Gujarati speaking
society. The US today is home to nearly 15 lakh
individuals of Gujarati origin and more than 3.5 lakh
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who speak Gujarati as the first language. As per Census,
the number of Gujarati-speaking people in the US is
progressively rising, and the figure now stands at
287,367. Never the less, Gujarati language with due
veneration has been introduced in Government offices
and Consulates. There are separate forms available
in some consulate for individuals who use Gujarati as
their first language and translators are certainly made
accessible for those who do not comprehend English
dialect.

This is when we realize, and can reveal the fact
that it is through mother tongue that the bondage is
thriving on this foreign land. Although English and
Spanish is the most dominant language in the United
States, Gujarati society is enthralled to use their
mother tongue in their dialect and linguistics when
they meet a fellow Gujarati. It is this dialect that makes
them feel at home, contours them the comfort, ease,
and solace. It is the language that serves the
embellishment to burgeon amity and warmth within
the Gujarati society of a distant land from its culture
and heritage. Be it a grocery store or a government
office if a Gujarati traces another personnel speaking
Gujarati language, the lustrous smile outflows like a
rainbow in the wide sky! | do not surprise myself living
in New Jersey and around the USA when | hear
whispers “Tame Gujarati cho? Hu pan Gujarati I” What
a beautiful way to connect and embrace oneself!

Allow me to enfold one of the episodes of my life
when my older son was 5-year-old. As suggested by
my father, | never introduced English to my children
in their early age. Though for them to get into a school
in the USA, they ought to learn the English language.
But | always conversed in my mother tongue — Gujarati
with them. My affectionate words in their babyhood
were Gujarati and my worldly cuddles for them were
in Gujarati. Yes, as they stepped out of the home, when
they went to preschool and met friends, they pick up
English language, but in the present time, when they
are young boys, they are still connected with their roots
by means of their mother tongue. | am sure they
would never forget their mother tongue as this
language was encrypted into their senses when they
gained their senses. And it so happened one day. My
son met another girl in the playground, who spoke in
Gujarati to him, and his expressions amazed me. His

silselciz - 049

UGG DAl : AL, 21Ul 16l Aiva 23 [GAvis

smile ensured me, that he felt more connected to her
and he ran up to me with a surprise and amusement.
He said, “Mummy that girl speaks Gujarati, so does
that mean | can marry her when | grow up, as she
speaks the same language as me?” His innocence
assured me, that if every Gujarati parent hails their
child’s early days of life with their mother tongue, the
rich and glorious Gujarati culture will enthrall rest
assured in this world.

Being fortunate to reside in New Jersey, It is not
my illusion but the fact that majority of Gujarati
population here makes sure their children learn their
mother tongue. Jain Pathshala facilitates Gujarati
language class on regular basis and so does
Swaminarayan school of religion and culture. | have
visualized that many parents here converse in Gujarati
with their children at home and most of them
incorporate Gujarati as their first language of parlance
within the family, with just one hope that the future of
Gujarati language would not belittle and would be
conveyed to generations. With the hope that they can
go back home and connect to their fellow beings and
family. Speak their heart out with their grandparents
in their own language. But there also exist parents
who consider speaking in Gujarati in society would be
considered as a lingo and could be seemed
substandard. But it dismays me to learn this fact when
such individual does not understand the relevance of
accepting their mother tongue as their first language.
They adapt to different foreign culture but what about
their own culture? Is it not just as important to retain
and constrain their own culture? And if we do not foster
and cherish our culture in our children then the epoch
would be around the corner when they will lose their
identity and will not have any inkling about their own
heritage and culture where they belong and come
from. | foresee such individuals coming from Gujarati
heritage to come out of their ambiguity about this
illusion that speaking a foreign language would be
considered as an enhanced entity.

Talking about facts, research has shown that
students who chose to select English as their first
language and not their mother tongue, often suffer
from identity loss and amnesia about their

grandparents, great-grandparents, and their ancestors.
(Contd. on Page No. 57)



Jainism Through Ages
LESSON - ONE (CONT.)

( Dr. Kamini Gogri )

In this article we will study the spread of
Jainism in Bihar

Mahavira was closely connected with the most
significant princes of his home land. He visited the
most important cities of their kingdoms in Bihar on
his wanderings, Champ, Anga’s capital, Mithila in
Videha, Rajgriha, the capital of Mithila, etc. and he
was most respectfully received everywhere. King
Bimbisara (Jainas called him by the name of Shrenik)
of Magadha, the same king, who also patronised
Buddha, was considered by the Jaina as a special
admirer of their master. They therefore presumed that
he would be born as a Tirthankara in his later
experience. Even Ajatshatru, Bimbisara’s cruel son who
exposed his father to death by starvation, was well-
disposed towards Jainas. His successor, Udayi, was in
fact, a patron of their doctrine.

The religion flourished even under the dynasty of
nine ‘Nandas’, who had (at the time when Alexander
the great marched into India) usurped the throne of
the Saisunaga kings, and there was no change in the
situation, even when the last unpopular Nanda king
was relieved of his throne by the great Maurya
king, Chandragupta, the Sandrakottos of the Greeks.
Jainas reckon this first historical emperor of India as
also his great Chancellor, Chanakya among Jains.
Chanakya is said to be a son of a Jaina layman Chani
and a diligent champion of their faith. He is said to
have weaned Chandragupta from his kindness towards
heretics. Thus, due to Chanakya’s influence,
Chandragupta became a diligent Jaina and bestowed
his favours only on them. Finally, he renounced his
throne in accordance with the Digambara tradition,
became an ascetic and went to Mysore along-with
Saint Bhadrabahu and is said to have lived and died
there at Sravana Belgola in a cave.

It is said that Chanakya’s name was darkened by
his envious colleague, Subandhu with Chandragupta’s
successor, Bindusara (298-273 B.C.) and he was
relieved. He therefore distributed his wealth among
the poor, sat on a dung-hill outside the city and died
there by starvation. Bindusara tried his best to pacify

him and sent Subandhu to ask for forgiveness but the
latter threw at his dung-hill an incense coal so that
Chanakya was burnt alive.

Indisputably authentic material is available about the
close connection of Bindusara’s son, Ashokavardhana
(273-232 B.C.) with Jainas. Ashoka was a great and a
far-sighted ruler, who made it a point to promote the
religious and moral life in his great empire. He
therefore supported the religious brother-hoods of his
lands in a liberal manner. Personally, he
embraced Buddhism in his later years. Jainas however,
opined that he belonged earlier to their religion. In
any case, he did not stop in showing equal concern to
the welfare of various sects and he appointed special
officers to look after individual religious orders.

Ashoka has spoken of Jainas in his seventh column-
edict (shila-lekha), which deals with the duties of the
law authorities, saying that he has made arrangements
that his supervisors of law will, apart from other things,
deal with the matters of Nigranthas (Jainas) and will
deal with all the different religious brother-hoods. He
commanded his subjects to show obedience to parents,
decent behaviour to saints and ascetics, poor and the
miserable, asked them to practice charity, generosity,
truthfulness, purity, humility and saintliness and
reminds them of prohibition of injury to the living
beings. He concluded his commands with the intention
that these may remain valid, as long as his sons and
grandsons rule, as long as sun and moon shine and
that human beings act according to them. If a person
acts according to them, he obtains salvation in this
and in the other world.

Asoka’s successors to the throne of Magadha were
since his son Kunala was blind, his grand sons
Dasaratha and Samprati. The Jaina tradition mentions
only of Samprati, who is aid to have resided
in Ujjain and describes him as a follower of their faith.
He is said to have built several Jaina temples and
developed a lively missionary activity and erected Jaina
monasteries even in non-aryan regions. Not much is
known about Jaina faith under the last Maurya rulers
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and the dynasties which replaced them. The Chinese
traveller, Hiuen-Tsiang, came across humerous
Nigranthas in Vaisali near Rajgriha, Nalanda, and other
places. Jainism appears to have gradually shifted, in
an increasing degree, the centre of its activity from
its home land, Bihar to other regions.

The Exodus and the great conflict

Significant changes took place in the Jaina order
during the period when Jaina faith flourished in the
Maurya empire. There was a great famine in Bihar
during Chandragupta’s rule. Bhadrabahu, the head of
the community at that time, realised that it was not
possible either for the people to feed a great number
of monks under these circumstances, or for ascetics
to follow all the precepts. He, therefore, thought that
it was advisable to immigrate with a group of devotees
to Karnataka, while the remaining monks stayed back
in Magadha under the supervision of his pupil
Sthulabhadra.

The unfavourable period burdened heavily on
Magadha and the monks could not strictly observe all
the holy customs anymore and maintain the holy
scriptures. It was therefore found to be necessary to
acquire the canon anew. A Council was called for the
purpose in Pataliputra. This assembly, however, did
not succeed in putting together the whole canon. When
the monks who had emigrated to Karnataka, returned,
they did not approve the resolutions of the Council.
Besides, there surfaced a difference in the ascetic
conduct of life between those who had emigrated and
those who had stayed back. Further, Lord Parsva Nath’s
followers were allowed to wear clothes, whereas
Mahavira’s followers did not wear any clothes.

Mahavira’s pupils followed his example, it
appears, the ascetics were not generally moving in
nude. Monks staying back in Magadha gave up the
custom of moving around in nude and got accustomed
to wearing white garments. When the emigrants
returned to Magadha, and found that their brothers
were wearing white clothes, they had the impression
that practices laid down by the Lord had been
abandoned. On the other side, those who had stayed
back and adopted white garments, felt that the
emigrants were showing undue fanaticism. Thus, there
came an estrangement between the two trends, the
stricter one of the Digambaras (those who were
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clothed by the sky) and the svetambaras (who clothed
in white).This trend gradually led to a complete divide
or schism. It cannot be said how and where the formal
separation came in. What is narrated by both the
parties, differs widely, because every side tries to show
that it alone represents the ancient Jainism and the
opposite one had arisen by the succession from the
pure faith. However, it has established fairly accurately
that final divide took place at the end of the first
century.

Jain temples of Bihar reveal the influence of Jains
in the state. Sameda Sikhara was constructed in 1902.
This temple is a specimen of modern Jain art and
architecture. The Jain Temples reveal the inherent
essence of religiosity which forms the part and parcel
of Svetambara and Digambara Jain sects.

HISTORY OF JAIN TEMPLES IN BIHAR

Shri Kundalpur Jain Temple in Bihar

Shri Kundalpur Digambar Jain Teerth Kshetra is
situated in Nalanda District of Bihar nearly 4 km ahead
from Nalanda Railway Station. The Teerth Kshetra is
15 km from Bihar Sharif, 15 km from Rajgir, 75 km
from Gaya and 4km from Nalanda. Nearest Airport
are at Patna, Bodh Gaya.

Shri Kundalpur Digambar Jain Teerth Kshetra is
the sacred place of Bhagwan Mahaveer’s Garbha,
Janma & Tapa Kalyanaka. There is a huge magnificent
temple with beautiful spires in Shri Kundalpur
Digambar Jain Teerth Kshetra. The main Idol is an
attractive Bhagwan Mahaveer’s Padmasana idol.
There is an ancient umbrella outside the temple where
foot images of Bhagwan are installed.

Other Jain Temples in Bihar

Bahubali Jain temple is similar to the statue at
Shravanbelagola temple at Mysore This temple is
situated at Shahabad district of Bihar. Bahubali Jain
temple has a 15' high statue of Shri Bahubali Swami.
The statue in the temple is over an artificial hillock.
There are exquisite engravings of flowers, fruits and
creepers round the temple.

Mahavir swami, the last Tirthankara had his
Samadhi in Pawapuri in Patna district. An exquisite
temple has been built inside a tank which has an
attractive mass of lotus flowers. The late Abhoy Kumar
Jain of Arrah conceived the idea of reproducing the



Pawapuri temple in Arrah. This temple is a miniature
Pawapuri temple. There is a 40' long bridge with a
width of 4' for reaching the temple. It also has a fine
image of Mahavir Swami.

There are 52 small Chaityalayas in Nandeswar
Dwip Mandir temple. Sahasra Kuta Chaitalya temple
is under the Adinath temple in Dhanpura, a suburb of
Arrah town. There are 1000 Jain Arhat images that
have been installed in this temple. Jain iconography
can be seen here completely. The late Makhanlal Jain
had Shri Adinath temple built at Dhanpura with the
images of Lord Adinath, Parasnath and others.
Panchayati Jain Mandir is the result of the combined
efforts of the Jains of Arrah. One thousand Jain images
have been carved in one stone piece. Several important
relics have been collected and preserved here. Several
of Jain pilgrims and non-Jain visit this temple every
year.

The late Sukhanath Jain constructed Chaubishi Jain
temple. There are 24 images of the Tirthankaras
which are of similar colour as mentioned in Jain
Agams.

Importance Of Rajgir In Bihar

Rajgir, or Rajgriha, meaning ‘royal abode’ was the
capital of Magadha Empire in 6th century BC. Situated
close to Pawapuri and Nalanda, myriad historical
reasons make it a holy place of prime importance for
Jains. Lord Mahavira is believed to have taught here
for 14 rainy seasons, many of his earliest disciples died
here; also, Muni Suvarata, the 20th Jain Tirthankara,
was born here. Contemporary Rajgir is a well known
center for Jainism, it lies just north of the ancient site
that spreads over seven barren hills- Vaibhara, Ratna,
Saila, Sona, Udaya, Chhatha, and Vipula- surrounding
a valley: an area that is a virtual treasure trove of
earliest Jain holy places. It is littered with ruins of
ancient temples and caves that offer an amazing
insight into the past glories of Jainism. On Ratna hill,
there are foot-idols of Neminath, Parshvanath
Abhinandan Swami, Chandraprabha and Shantinath.
At the foot of Vaibhara Hill are Jain temples built
around 22 hot springs (kunds), which function as public
baths. Here devotees or tourists can unwind in the hot
emerald-green waters, that constantly bubble and
sizzle from the bowels of earth. Shwetambar and

Digambar temples located in Rajgir town, are adorned
with ancient and artistic idols, which are worth seeing.

Importance of The Place Arra For Jains

Arra, situated 61 km from Patna, is another strong
hold of Jainism in Bihar. Many ancient Jain relics,
artifacts and images excavated around Arra show that
Jainism flourished here as far back as 6th century AD.
During the past few decades Jains of Arra have been
lavishly religious and because of their efforts this area
now boasts of more than 40 Jain temples, which act
as magnet for tens of thousands of pilgrims every year.
Some of these modern Jain temples are replicas of
ancient Jain temples elsewhere and no expense seems
to have been spared in constructing them.

Excavations in Nalanda- 90 km form Patna- has
thrown up many archeological gems, which aptly
chronicle this town’s historic links with Jainism. Once
there had been a monastic university at Nalanda
where Lord Mahavira used to teach, however all that
today remains is ruins, which have many stories to
tell. In Patna there is a Shwetambar temple and five
Digambar temples. Patha museum is a good place to
find ancient Jain artifacts, relics and images unearthed
in various archeological diggings across Bihar. Apart
from the Jain temples, there are various other Jain
cultural institutions and a library, known as Jain
Siddhanta Bhawan. This was established in 1905 by
Shri Deo Kumar Jain. There are few charitable
dispensaries, dharamshalas, a Jain High School and a
Degree College named after Haraprasad Das Jain. The
Jains of Arrah have been able to revive the lost glory
of Shahabad district as a centre of Jain pilgrimage.

Patna

Kamaldah (Patna City) : In the area called Kamaldah
(Gulzarbagh, Patna) is a high mound of brick ruins on
which two Jain temples stand. There is mausoleum of
Jain saint Sthulbhadra and the temple of Sudarshan
Swami.

Muzaffarpur

Kund Gram : As per Jain tradition Lord Mahavira, the
24th Tirthankar, was born at Kundagrama and
Vaniyagrama was his residence. Both the places was
either part of or near to Vaishali. While the modern
village of Bania can be taken as representing the site
of ancient Vaniagrama. The location of Kundagrama

UG el : HLeL™L, dlill® 16l Aiva 2w [Gdvis



is identified with the modern village of Vasokund,
about 2 kms northeast of the gadh mound.

Nalanda

Kundalpur : A beautiful Jaisalmer stone temple is
situated close to the ruins of ancient Nalanda University
at Kundalpur. This houses statues of Lord Mahavira,
Adinath Swami and Gautam Gandharva. This place is
believed to be the birthplace of Gautam Gandharva,
the first disciple of Lord Mahavira. An ancient Jain
temple could also be here.

Jalmandir : Pawapuri,which is also known as
Apapapuri, the sinless town, is a very sacred Jain
pilgrimage. As per Jain Mythology and belief, Lord
Mahavira, the greatest propounder of Jainism,
attained Nirvana at Pawapuri. Hundred of thousands
of his disciples and devotees took away the ashes after
his cremation here. The rush was so great that even
the soils of the area were taken away and it became a
tank. Later on, a beautiful temple of white marble was
constructed in the center of the tank to commemorate
the Lord’s Nirvana. This temple is known as the
Jalmandir.

Samosaran : A beautiful temple honour the place
where Lord Mahavira sat to teach his disciples. The
temple is constructed of white marble, rising by low
steps into several concentric terraces with a beehive
shaped shrine on the top containing the footprints of
Lord Mahavira.

Maniyar Math : This monument occupies a prominent
position inside the valley, situated on the way to the
Son Bhandar Caves, almost in the center of the ancient
inner city enclosure. Legend is that Srenika or
Bimbisara had 32 wives to each of which he daily gave
new ornaments, and threw the old ones into a well,
which is still shown. This covers a modern small Jain
temple as well.

Sone Bhandar : There are two rock-cut caves,
adjacent to each other, excavated on the southern face
of the Vaibhara hill, facing the western portion of the
valley. Of them the western one is locally called as
Son-Bhandar (Gold Treasury). As per Local belief, the
piece of rock within this space is an ancient wedge
blocking up the passage to the treasury of gold in the
body of the hill. It consists of a rock-cut chamber and
its front part has been fallen. Inside the southern wall
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of the cave there are six small figures of Jaina
Tirthankaras carved in relief and representing
Padmaprabha, Parshvanatha and Mahavira.

Nawada

Gonava Jee : Gonava village is situated at around one
kilometer north of Nawada on Patna-Ranchi road. This
is a pilgrimage site for the Jains of both sects. The
Digambar Jain temple is just by the side of main road
while the Shwetambar Jain temple is behind it. . The
temple is famous and known as place of Nirvana of
Lord Mahavira’s 1st disciple, Gautam Gandharva.

Bhojpur

Bisram : This place is in town called “Arrah” where
there are another 45 Jain temples. Lord Mahavira,
the 24th Jain Tirthankara, took rest here for some time
during his wanderings, hence this place is called
Bisram (rest). Jains from every part of the country visit
Bisram throughout the year. There is a Jain temple
here containing an idol of Lord Mahavira.

Masadh : This village is located at around 9-kms
southwest of “Arrah” town. An ancient Jain temple
dedicated to Parshwanath is situated here and
contains eight images, some of them date back to
ancient time. The temple was completed in the year
1819 A.D. while some of the eight images date back
to 1386 A.D. as per archaeological records.

Banka

Mandar Hill : It is about around 48-kms south of the
Bhagalpur town. The hill is about 700-ft high that
consists of a huge mass of granite overgrown near
the summit with low jungle. This hill is believed to be
extremely sacred as per the Hindu mythology. The
Skand Purana associates Mandar or Sumeru with the
famous epic or Puranic story of the Amrita-Manthana
or the churning of the ocean. The story goes that the
Gods and the Demons (Devas and Asuras) with a view
to secure amrita (the divine liquor), which is believed
to confer immortality, used this Mandara or Sumeru
Mountain as the churning stick or rod. The great
mythical serpent, Vasuki, was used as the rope. Due
to this mythical association, the hill had assumed
considerable religious significance and had been a
place of pilgrimage ever since. Two Jain temples are
situated on the summit of the hill. Large number of
Jain pilgrims come here to worship Lord
Vasupujyanatha.



Bhagalpur

Champanagar : A western suburb of the Bhagalpur
town is at present known as Champanagar. In the
Kalpa-Sutra this is mentioned as one of the places
where the last Tirthankara Mahavira stayed for three
rainy seasons in the course of his religious wanderings.
According to the prevalent Jain tradition it is believed
that Jain Tirthankara Vasupujya was born at
Champanagar or Champapuri. There are two Jain
temples of considerable size, both entirely built at the
expense of the family of Jagat Seth, a supporter. At
the nearby hamlet of Kabirpur there is another Jain
temple with the footprints or padukas (footwear) of
the 24 Jain Tirthankaras with an inscription dated V.S.
1694 or 1637 A.D.

Jamui

Lachhaur : This is one of jain pilgrimage sites, situated
about 8-kms west of Simaria and 7-kms south of
Sikandra. It has a large number of Jain temples and
dharmshala built in 1874 by Rai Dhanpat Singh
Bahadur of Murshidabad, for the benefit of Jain
pilgrims, who visit some places in the adjacent hills.

The nearest are about 5-kms of Lachhaur and are
marked Muth Boodhroop and Muth Purusnath. These
are two small shrines picturesquely situated in the
valley between two parallel ranges of hills. In each of
these shrines one can find a small statue of Mahavira,
one of them dates back to Sambat 1505, and the other
appears to be the older one. The temples themselves,
however, are of recent date. Some Jains hold Lachhaur
to be the birthplace of Mahavir Swami.

Kundghat : It is around 6-kms from Lachhaur. There
is a temple of Kundeshwari Devi, which is considered
sacred by the Jains

Once worth visiting these ancient Places.
To Be Continued In The Next Issue
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“Soul bondage on a faraway terrestrial
chaperoned via mother tongue!

Have we ever lent a brainwave to the fact that losing
a mother tongue is not just losing a language but losing
a connection with your family members, your home,
your culture, your heritage where you belong? The
truth is, an investigation has proved, that just how
much more one can learn if you were to retain your
own language. It is a proven fact that students who
chose to have English as their second language and
keep nurturing their mother tongue as their first
language, often land up showing greater academic
achievements then the students who chose English as
their first language at the outlay of their own
language. Take for instance superhero of India -
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. The man who loved
his mother tongue, the man who is known as Father
of India, the man who changed history was the man
who deliberately acclaimed his mother tongue as his
first language. Then why does the generation today
not abide by the fact that it is the legacy of this
enthralled language and culture that contours their

identity? It is this mystical language Gujarati which
theatres the role of crusader enabling you to connect
yourself to your culture, your identity, your family.
While the generation today on foreign land receive
the benefits of an English language based education,
do we ever impart our concerns towards this
generation’s cultural identity in their near future? |
would say, every parent of the present cohort is entitled
to expose their children to an environment of their
own native heritage, their own language and should
make sure that they are proficient enough to deliver
their mother tongue as their dialect when needed. The
generation today ought to embrace their skills of
voicing their mother tongue with pride! Else, one day
they will be left with the reaction of isolation and their
cultural identity will be abstruse...
One cannot shake hands with a clenched fist... so,

will you not connect with an unspoken mother tongue!

Qaad

49, wood ave, Edison, N.J. 08820. U.S.A.
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