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O Bhagavan ! What does the soul acquire by
conquering ego?
By conquering ego the soul acquires the quality of

tenderness. He does not do any Karma caused by ego
and becomes free from the past Karmas.
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Congratulations for ohe more exclusive excellent spe-
cial issues, one after the other months including this Spe-
cial Issues.

Sometime, in the obituary of the past editor we read
that it will be long time that the vacuum created will be
difficult or long time to come. But Dr Sejalben has proved
that she is ne less than her predecessors. It is moved from
religious to spiritual thought provoking - be it Jainism or
Gujarati language.

I am happy to suggest you to read this special issue.
You will notice this by just reading the contents page (too
many to listl), besides these being informative, these are
very well researched understandable in an interestingly
simple language written by authors from India and abroad.
Few articles include connections with science and even
Quantum Physic,

Congratulations to Dr Kumarpalbhai Desai, for ona
more award of Aachaya Tulsi Award {read page 77);

CONGRATULATIONS to Dr Mehubhail Sanghrajka for
being prestigious award of MBE, by Queen of United King-
dom for his contribution in Jainism Education including

UGG WAl

Jainpedia.(read page 102}

Your attention is drawn about Catalogue (Bibliogra-
phy) of Jan publications {read page 132);

You will enjoy reading quotes in boxes, specially on
pages 28, 30, 32,62, 68, 94, 98, 109, 116,

Note on page 119 about Indian PM Narendra Modiji
drawing global attention of India contribution to the world
of YOGA at the 26th AGM of United Nations makes us
proud Indian. Modiji has very high regard for Jains.&
Jainism He got Indian Stamp and Coins commemoration
150th Birth Anniversary of Yugpurursh Shrimad
Rajchandraji last year.

Articles by Columnists on other topics are equally good
(read pages 110, 112, 114, 116, 120, 122, 125, (Bhav-
pratibhav) 127 (book review}, 129 {Q & A- good section),
132 {interesting_

One good thing of this magazine is it provide contact
info of authors making convenient of direct touch.

Thanking you for sparing your time for reading.

ns Wigl, ANRs1
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Fate, Circumstance, Destiny!!

( Prachi Dhanvant Shah )

Sunday morning, February 2nd, 2018 was a regular
Sunday until | discovered something unusual and
scandalous... awful! Just as every second Sunday, | was
all ready to step out, heading with my kids to Pathshala.
But as | open my house door, my eyes and heart
wouldn’t believe what | discovered. My car was not
there in my driveway. For instance, | rubbed my eyes
and stepped back thinking about where my car would
be, until the fact hit me hard that my car was stolen.
What? Why? How? These gongs of assertions were
throbbing hideously in my mindset. Swirls of emotions
were twirling around me. But it was the fact. My car
was filched by may be a destitute or insatiate individual.
| was furious, distressed and woeful. In life, when we
attach a word “MY” to anything or anyone, it
expectedly sprouts a sensitivity of possession and
fondness. For me it was “MY” car along with “MY”
favorite music collection for long drives, few personal
accessories and much more. And now to assimilate
the datum that the so-called “MY” car was swiped
away from my possession, it was like an abhorrent
misery for me. Police authorities came over, recorded
the report and handed me a copy of it. When | asked
them, what would be the certainty of finding my car,
he assured me not by saying “We would try our best”
but by saying “Ma’am, forget about your car, it is next
to impossible to find your car. Insurance would pay
you and you should be good”. These confident
assurances for not taking any efforts to even trying to
find a car put me off and aggravated me even more.
| posted about this episode on social media and my
bitter experience with law and jurisdiction. Comments
hovered in, some constructive, some confident and
some pessimistic with criticism and much more! Days
passed by and in these days of anguish | mournfully
missed my father. He was my strength and the only
one who could console me during my mood swings. |
felt helpless without him. | kept imputing him as his
indulged daughter, why did he not teach me to live
without him? How do | find answers to my queries
and concerns? And so, | picked one of his books
“Vichaar Manthan”, gazed at that book visualizing his
image on that book and opened it to read few of his
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words. | thought maybe his words could reveal me
some comfort. As | opened the book, the first word
my eyesight witnessed was “Niyati” (Fate), and | got
my answer. | felt his presence around me and my
anguish camouflaged into serenity. Was it a
coincidence? Or a daughter’s stanch love and plea to
her father? | realized my imprudent distress for the
loss of a mere car. A distress for irresponsible attitude
of a Government officer who is abound by his
jurisdiction? | discovered myself to be a miniscule entity
with a confine scrutiny. My father’s words endowed
me with the fact that what | have and what | lost is
nothing but my fate and destiny. The car was destined
to be in possession of that stranger. Scrutinizing this
fact, | realized that it was destined that on that night
it was only my car which was to be taken away as a
gift to that stranger’s destiny. When there is so much
of distress and sufferings around the world, people
losing their life for no rationale, losing their homes in
an accident, losing loved ones from their life, then it
is fatuous of me moaning over a materialistic
substance!

As | read through my father’s (Dr. Dhanvant Shah)
article on “Niyati” (Fate) it influenced to a blissful smile
on my face and contentment to my soul. Allow me to
share few of his keynotes included in that article.

Over an instance of his life through its ups and
downs, he was very much inspired by a book by an
author Sant Amitabh namely “Niyati ki Ananta
Rekhayen”. The wordy meaning of Niyati — Fate is
proceeding which is destined to ensue and not in our
constraint. Occurrences that are abounding to happen
will occur and that is not to happen will never befall
no matter what. All this is bound and destined. A seed
will rest assured sprout into a tree or a plant but
nothing else. Similarly, we all are committed to our
destiny. Destiny cannot be altered and if it can be
altered, then it is not destiny. None of the occurrences
has the freedom of independence. In life, we perceive
that many people achieve abundance in no span of
time and with minimal efforts, and at the same time,
there are many people who despite an enormous
amount of efforts they do not achieve expected



outcomes in their life. This is what is Fate! Many
individuals, after achieving all the success and dreams,
lacking nothing that could deprive them of worldly
happiness, they take a detour in their life and peruse
spirituality, give up worldly life to become a monk,
this indeed is fate!

One big rock is broken into three pieces. One piece
could be used to sculpt a monument and worshiped,
one piece could be used to be protruded as a stair and
be scrubbed and one piece could be used into the toilet.
This is the destiny of each piece of rock. Killing is a
form of violence but when encompassed by military
man for self-defense and protecting the country, it is
not considered as violence. The action is the same,
but perceptions and outlooks are different. This is
nothing but fate!

Legendary Meera, Jesus, Mahatma Gandhi are
known for amity and benevolence, leading to only good
karmas in their life, then why did their life end with
poison, the cross, and bullet? Their life did not
accomplish into any bad karmas, then why a dreadful
end? This is fate!

Nothing is inconceivable and accidental in life,
accident word itself is a coincidence. A belief in
coincidence is an accident. Everything is destined and
abound to ensue. And your fate is not constructed by
any divine or intelligent individual but by destiny itself.
The karmic particles that you behold is responsible
for your fate. Hence accepting the ideologies and
moralities of fate would elope you from egoism and
selfish motives of your life. Understanding and
accepting the entities of fate would assure you of
serenity and peace. Success and failure is nothing but
just quintessence of fate and destiny then why does it
lead to exhilaration and grief in life?

Accepting fate enables us not to position a thief
or asinner as a prey. No-one is a culprit, and no one is
innocent. Whatever he is, is because of his fate and is
destined to be one. Then why would we curse anyone
if he harmed us or why would we praise someone if
he went out of his way to help us? Everything is just
fate!

After the physical decease, the soul is compelled
to go through the cycle of rebirth and death and that
is the destiny of that soul. Every Avsarpini and Utsarpini
Kaal (time) include 24-24 Tirthankars for sure. This is
destiny. There wouldn’t be 23 or 25 Tirthankars, the
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number 24 is accurate and that is destiny. The names
of the future Tirthankars is known which evidently
connotes the fact that everything is destined. Every
individual is enforced to perform an act or not to
perform an act and that is controlled by fate. This
world is an enduring showcase of fate and we are the
artists performing our destined acts.

Don’t be fearful or be traumatic. Do not mourn
over something that happened against your favor. Your
agony would not change your fate and will worsen,
neither improve your fate. Whatever is destined will
transpire because that is fate. So why stress yourself
with grief and worries? Would that change your fate
and destiny? The answer is apparently ‘NO’. And yes,
weather for you to understand and accept the codes
of fate or not, is also destined. If destiny denotes you
to be at peace accepting the factual of fate, then you
would. And if not, then do what so ever, you would not
be destined to accept life as fate. This is called the
theory of Fatalism or Predestinarianism, and we
cannot seepage out of it. But this theory absolutely
does not indicate that we constraint ourselves from
any action and putting best efforts for good. We
cannot wait for fate to open his cards and let the
destiny fall its way. Fate is what transfers you, from
what you are, to what you want to be. The only
difference between fate and destiny is “your choice”.
Fate is not in our hands, but effort and determination
are, which eventually will contour into your destiny as
per your fate. It is for you to make a choice. Because
we are spinning the globe of our own fate, noble or
malicious and never to be negated. Harry S. Truman
once said, “Your actions are the seeds of Fate and your
deeds grow into destiny!”

So, lets endure this theory of fate, experience
solace in our life, be healthy and content, make a
choice and contour our destiny!

1 do not believe in a fate that
falls on Men however they Act ;
But I do believe in a fate that falls
on them unless they Act !!
e Gautam Buddha

Qad
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JAINISM THROUGH AGES

( Dr. Kamini Gogri )

LESSON - 6

In this article we will study the spread of Jainism in
Maharashtra

Although Maharastra has no history of royal
patronage to compare to that of Gujarat, Jainism flourished
there at an early date because of the missionaries sent by
Samprati. The language of many Jain writings is today
known as Jain Maharastri Prakrit. Maharastra was, for a
time, under the domination of the Calukya and Rastrakuta
dynasties and this allowed Jainism to flourish for a long
period. Some places, such as Kolhapur, still have large Jain
population. The early popularity of Jainism in Maharastra
is shown by the fact that beautiful Jain caves at Ellora were
excavated in 800 CE. The epigraphic evidence suggests that
Jainism was very popular in the Kolhapur district and had
royal patronage (Chatterjee 1984: p. 60-64).

We can trace existence of Jainism in Maharashtra from
ancient period. Lot of Jain caves, rock inscriptions and
copper plates found in various parts of Maharashtra prove
that Jainism was a prominent religion in this region.

Maharashtraiis situated at western part of India. Itisa
part of the Plateau of Deccan. In ancient time Maharashtra
included Northern parts of present day Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh. The word Maharashtra is not found in
any Vedic literature, Ramayan or Mahabharat, but it is
mentioned at many places in Jain and Buddhist literature
and some Hindu purans.

Maharashtra has worked as a link between north and
south India. This region is called a gateway to South India.
Jainism oriented in North and eventually became a major
religion of South India. Thanks to the Jain missionaries of
North who migrated to South. For these missionary Jain
monks of North India, there were at least two major routs
to reach southern part of India, i.e. one from Eastern parts
of India passing through Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and
another passing through Maharashtra. The earliest known
migration was in 3rd century B.C.E., when Acharya
Bhadrabahu and thousands of Jain monks left North India
and went to Karnataka. The only way for them was through
Maharashtra as they left from the city of Ujjaiyini, which is
in neighboring northern state Madhya Pradesh.

Archeological Evidences

Migration of Jain monks to south India through
Maharashtra took place as early as 3rd century B.C.E. The
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earliestinscriptional evidence of the presence of Jain monks
in Maharashtra is the Jain cave at Pale (Paaley) in Pune
district. This cave is situated on the famous ancient rout
passing through Naane Ghaat. A rock inscription is carved
in this cave, which is in Prakrit language and Brahmi script.
The first line of this inscription is ‘Namo Arhanta Nam'. No
other lines of Namokar Mantra are written in this
inscription. Scholars like Sankliya have dated this inscription
back to 2nd century B.C.E. Thisis the earliest rock inscription
found in Maharashtra. So the first inscription in
Maharashtra is a Jain inscription. Interestingly, the first
inscription in Marathi language, although it is not in
Maharashtra, is also an inscription related to Jains.

There are many other caves and rock inscriptions
related to Jainism in Maharashtra carved in later period.
The most important Jain caves in Maharshtra are situated
at Dharashiv and Ter in Osmanbad district, Ellora in
Aurangabad district, Mangi-Tungi, Gajpanth, Ankai-Tankai
and Patan in northern Maharashtra, Paaley in Pune district
and Kundal in Sangli district.

Further, history of the most of the Jain pilgrimage
centers in Maharashtra goes back to ancient or medieval
period.

Literary References
Many literary references also prove the presence of
Jainism in ancient and medieval Maharashtra. The earliest
Jain literature in India was written in Ardhmagadhi
language, a language of ancient Magadh (Bihar). But later
on many sacred texts and other important Jain literature
was written in Maharashtri, a Prakrit language spokenin
Maharashtra. The volume was so high that in later period
this language was named as Jain Maharashtri language. In
later centuries Jain literature in Maharashtra was written
in Maharashtri Apbhransh language. All these languages
are predecessors of present day Marathi language, the
most important and official language of Maharashtra.
Notable thing is that the old Marathi was known as a Prakrit

language.

To Be Continued In The Next Issue
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