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O Bhagavan ! What does the soul acquire by
conquering deceit?
By conquering deceit the soul acquires the quality of

straightforwardness. He does not do any Karma caused
by deceitand becomes free from the past Karmas.
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The Location and Structure of the temples are
found deliberately at a place where the positive en-
ergy is available abundantily from the the magnetic and
electric wave conveyances of north/south post push.
The idol of God is set in the core center of the temple,
known as “Garbhagriha® or 'Moolasthanam'. Ideally, the
structure of the temple is built after the idol has been
placed in a high positive wave centric place. This
'moolasthanam’ is the place where earth’s magnetic
waves are discovered to be most extreme To sing the
glory of God, as a link between God and Man, as houses
of worship, as structures for religious and spiritual
activities, humans throughout history have created a
space for the divine. The entire art of building temples
is not a mere art; it is a science. Every single facet of
it - from the size of the idols to the directions and the
sanctum — Yes! Temple architecture is a highly devel-
oped science ¥aUY 8.
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O Bhagavan ! What does the soul acquire by
conquering deceit?
By conquering deceit the soul acquires the quality of

straightforwardness. He does not do any Karma caused
by deceitand becomes free from the past Karmas.
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The learned and most admired man of Jain community - Pandit Sukhlalji; started his lecture-series in A'bad in the year 1930. In
the year 1931 it moved to Mumbai where a small plant grew into a great banyan tree. Everyone was waiting for his lecture series.
And look at the fact the what a greater thinkers and crators year by year addressed the knowledge thurst of the gatherings! Here
is the galaxy of those learned speakers : Pandit Sukhlalji, Kaka Kalelkar, Dr. K. M. Munshi, Dr. Jagdish Chandra Jain, Sarladevi
Sarabhai, Swami Akhand Anand, Motilal Kapadia, Morarji Desai, Dr. Ushaben Mehta, Pandit Dalsukhbhai Malwania, Haribhai
Kothari, Santshri Mecraribapu, Swami Anand, Pujya Jinvijayji, Zaverchand Meghani For complete details on Pandit Sukhalalji
Sanmaan Samaarambh referJuly 1957 issue of Prabuddh Jeevan by visiting www. prabuddhjeevan in
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A QUINTESSENCE OF ARCHETYPE - JAIN TEMPLES

( Prachi Dhanvant Shah )

Itis the pleasing aura bequeathed by the sheathing
edifice that is at the heart of worship! Worship indeed
is an integral constituent towards seeking the path of
salvation and serenity. Worship possibly and certainly
would thrive within oneself and could be conducted
anywhere within the proximity of oneself and devout
environment. But when it is accomplished within the
shrine of idols, the perseverance is pleased to utmost.
This serene experience is enhanced by means of
articulated sculptures enthralling the meticulous
structures - the Jinalayas (Jain temple).

Flashing over antiquity, history reveals that Jain
temples sustain and clouts an inimitable identity by
itself. With this being stated, | am addressing your
attention to Shikharbandhi Derasar (temple with
domes). The architectural epitome, the ethnicity, and
virtuosity of sculptures and idols exhibit affluence of
Jain culture to its grandeur. During the ancient era,
Jain temples were outlaid using rock faces which were
enhanced and articulated by handcrafted sculptures.
The architectural portray was most likely an analog
of Hindu temples. Although, eventually, Jains deviated
the structural embodiment by constructing temple
cities on hills. Jain philosophy explains that our soul is
immortal, and in life, one needs to sustainably thrive
to take this soul uphill on the path of serenity and
moksha. Upholding this principle, based on the
moralities of “mountains of immortality” temple cities
were built uphill on mountains, unlike Hindu or
Buddhist temples. Referring to temple cities on
mountains, and not just a secluded temple uphill, you
can picturize an artifactual crown of eternal
saints’(Arhat chaityas) in massifs, bequeathing and
enhancing the essence of spirituality. In olden days,
these temple cities were not the result of a structured
blueprint plan, but rather was the outcome of the
intermittent structure. A mountain would certainly not
be leveled or sustain uniformity. As a result, temples
were built meeting the requirements of the uphill as
it elevated, eventually giving it a structured site of
temple city. Although every temple was built as per
conventional motif, layout, and elegance based on
archetype incorporated in those days. Few of the most
glorious and pious temple cities thriving in India are

3 fEAell Ricu 2Auc [AAYS - Uos Dael

Sametshikar, Palitana, Delvada, Ranakpur and many
more.

Looking at the constitution of these magnificent
temples, each of them would incorporate opulently
structured and carved pillars arranged significantly
forming cubical structures. These pillars, portray
archways which bound about two-thirds of the way
up, which eventually helixes into the roof that is
meticulously and magnificently carved as well. These
roof exhibit artifacts of richly hand-crafted sculptures
of deities and carved concentric rings. The column of
pillars forming cubes, lead to a distinctive section,
ornamented with an idol of deity, that is enhanced
and glorified by signifying profusion of ornamentation.
Every temple (Derasar- Jinayalay) is significantly
enhanced by one main idol of the Deity ( Mulnayak )
besides several others in the epitome. Mulnayak can
be espied in the most auspicious and pious aura called
Gabhara ( Main chamber). The material initially used
in the ancient era, to build these epitomes and idols
within, was rock just as Hindu temples, but eventually
as time passed by, it was substituted with rich white
marble signifying purity. Architecturally, the majority
of Jain temple incorporates a square overlay with four
cardinal openings to the main temple such that every
entrance would lead to the idol of Tirthankara.
Meeting this requirement, it is distinctive to perceive
four idyllicimages of Tirthankars, placed back to back,
sighting one for each core entrance. Jain temples are
distinctive in its idiosyncratic form due to the dome it
manifests which is precisely acute and pointy, unlike
Hindu temples. These domes give a very much pictorial
outlay to temple cities reflecting multiple domes
trumpeting up top on hills. Also, in places of these
domes, internally, pillars are omitted such that it forms
an octagonal top within. Majority of all Jain temples
encompasses eight auspicious symbols of Jainism
which are the most essential symbols of Jain religious
life. These symbols are foresighted at commonplaces
inaJaintemple in the form of bas-reliefs or sculptures
on temple walls, precisely often on the entrance
beams or window borders of wooden domestic shrines.
In contradiction, the Digambar sect of Jain temples
beholds these propitious symbols in the form of free-



standing metal objects. These Jain temples are exalted
by glorious statues of welcome elephants engraved
at the entrance, giving the temple a meticulous stance,
but moreover, these elephants symbolize the time of
Bhagawan’s Samavasaran, when he gave Deshna
(teachings) to the living beings around, the elephants
present at that time expressed an intense desire to
seek Moksha and follow the path of liberation.
Similarly, as we enter a Jain temple, the sculptures of
elephants would be the stimulus to our determination
to seek the path of liberation and Moksha, be it just as
resilient and gigantic as those elephants.

An experience to any of the shikharbadhi derasar
(Temple with dome) would certainly be just alike to a
complete pragmatic experience to placid and blissful
paradise. The sublime purpose of visiting Jinayala
(temple) is to remind our self to purify our soul to
utmost integrity, to significantly sustain the goal of
our life to pursue the path of salvation and moksha, to
foresight oneself to be like Tirthankar Bhagwaan and
follow the sermons expounded through Jainism. And
these insights achieve a glorious impetus through the
aura ousted within the sculpture’s architectural edifice
the Jinalaya !!

Conviction and worship has no boundaries and so
does the artifacts of worship. Glancing at Jain Tirth
(Pilgrimage) and Derasar outside of India —in the USA,
the name that flares bright is Siddhachalam in New
Jersey. Siddhachalam is a Jain ashram and pilgrim that
expenses over 120 acres of hilly terrain in a peaceful
rural area of north-western NJ, about 70 miles from
New York City. Acharya Sushil Kumarji was the first
Jain monk who deviated himself from the conventional
practice of monks traveling only by barefoot. In 1975,
he took a bold monarchic measure and travelled
across the miles through aircraft outside of India to
spread Jainism arriving in USA, which indeed was the
most significant pursue in the history of Jainism in
present epoch. Siddhachalam considered as the first
Jain Pilgrimage outside of India is a conclusion of
devotion and fervor by Acharya Sushil Kumar, attaining
silhouette in 1983. This treasure foresighted and
bestowed by Acharya Sushilkumar, till date glorifies
the land of NJ and its spirit is still experienced with
utmost affluence. In 1983 this barren land on which
the ashram thrives today, was in disgusts until
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Acharyashri strode on it. It is strange but blissful to
learn that before conducting construction on this dense
forest land, Acharya Sushilkumar engaged himself into
intense meditation, to enhance the ecstatic essence
of this land without harming any living beings dwelling
on this land such as snakes and other wild animals. In
just a short while, these living beings evacuated the
place without being harmed and the land was
cultivated into blossoming flowers and satiated with
vivacity. The spiritual essence and the blissful worship
sprouted into the archetype of embodiment —
Siddhachalam. This Tirth is justified by the name
“Sddhachalam” which signifies the literal meaning
“Mountain to Siddhas”. Although, constructing a
colossal structure on this foreign land is not an
effortless chore for sure. Meeting the state and
township requirements was the biggest challenge. One
of the prior requirement was the town demanded a
direct access to the property from highway, without
disturbing the neighborhood, which seemed to be
challenging as it would have been possible only if the
Siddhachalam trust bought the adjoining land
commencing directly to highway. But when there is
faith and devotion, the destiny takes shape without
much of obstacles. The land was put to sale soon and
was then acquired by Siddhachalam trust giving a direct
access to highway. Siddhachalam sights an idyllic
temple city constituting many temples and most
auspicious Shikhariji. It also bestows residence to nuns,
monks and visitors, library, cabins for temporary stay
for worshippers, congregation hall, community dining
hall, nature and meditation trails, and playgrounds.
The aesthetic aroma is enhanced by a beautiful lake
and several ponds filled with water from natural
springs, thus meeting the archetypes of modern times.
It is also a safe sanctuary for deer, peacocks, turkeys,
cats and other animals and birds, inspiring life of all
forms living with peace and harmony on one land.
Siddhachalam has 11 nature and meditation trails
spread over about 3 miles. This unique embodiment
of worship has three temples. The main temple
encompasses splendid marble idols of Lord Adinath,
Lord Parshvanath, Lord Mahavira, Lord Chandra-
prabhu, and Lord Shantinath. The smaller temple
beholds main idol of Lord Parshvanath made in the
Digambar tradition. It is carved in glorious black
marble. The smallest temple is a meditation site with
several idols. The main idol in this temple is that of



Lord Mahavira. The spirit of Siddhachalam was
enriched by constitution of Teerthadhiraj Shikhariji in
2012. It is an idyllic replica of Shikharji in India. This
symbolic mystical bequest with the persona of Tirth
Darshan on foreign land is indeed an emblematic
worship towards Tirthankar Bhagwaan. This foresight
beholds Tonks atop Shikharji reflecting an archetype
analogous of the one in India. Endless efforts of four
long years, reflects a masterpiece with profuse
embodiment, exhibiting beautifully sculptured
exquisite marble prefigures of Tonks and temples.
Building a sculptures archetype outside of India,
farther away from the roots is indeed difficult but not
unattainable. With sustainable technology and

conveniences, the challenge is indeed significant but
not incomprehensible. As a result, many of such
Sikharbandbhi Jinalayas mount stupendously all around
the world without any conciliations to its aesthetic and
cultural artifacts and epitomes.

“Jain archetype is an expression of Jain ethics and
serenity.... splendid and opulent”
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To experience the most cheerful moment, once
in lifetime through the Yogiraj Anandghaniji's
Stavan, Pad n Sajjay, please come an join 3F<e-
g+ part-3, A soulful musical journey on 19th May,
7 pm, Saturday, Nehru centre, Worli, Mumbai.
Book your seat through whtsupp.
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JAINISM THROUGH AGES

( Dr. Kamini Gogri )

LESSON - 7
In this article we will study the spread of Jainism in
Karnataka

Jainism in Karnataka flourished under the Ganga,
the Chalukya and Rashtrakuta dynasties. Due to the
impetus given by them, Jainism prospered like never
before and what we see today is the exquisite creativity
that flowered under these dynasties.

The Jain legacy in Karnataka can be traced back
to a great event that occurred in 297 BC when
Chadragupta, the founder of the Mauryan dynasty,
abdicated his throne and came to Sravanbelagola in
Karnataka to become a Jain ascetic at the instance of
his mentor, Bhadrabahu. He breathed his last at this
Jain centre and the place where he is said to have
sought recluse is appropriately name Chandragiri.
A basadi (Jain monastery or temple) at Sravana-
belagola also carries his name. In a number of later
records he is referred to as Pradbha Chandra Muni.

Soon thereafter the Jain church exhibited a steady
growth and succeeded in firmly establishing itself as
a vital and powerful force due to its doctrines and
asceticism, morality and ahimsa (non-violence). With
such lofty notions, Jainism enjoyed the highest repute
among the people particularly the ruling classes and
the mercantile community thus virtually becoming the
state religion. Imbued with an intense religious feeling,
lavish patronage was extended towards the building
of basadis, temples and magnificent statues. An epoch
of literary activities also ensued.

The earliest dated structure is a basadi at Halasi
built under the Kadamba dynasty of Banavasi thus
laying the foundation for Jain architecture in
Karnataka. Besides the Kadambas, dynasties such as
the Gangas, the Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas made
liberal endowments towards the propagation of art
and architecture to which the Jain contributions have
been of classical significance. The Chalukyas of
Badami built cave temples at Badami and Aihole.
Puligere was a strong centre of religious activities of
the Jain monks during this era. Many Jain basadis
erected by them are proof of their secular spirit in
encouraging this religion. However, it was the reign
of the Gangas of Talkad and the Rashtrakutas, that
were very noteworthy in the annals of Jainism.
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Jain architecture can be classified into two
categories namely basadis and bettas. Basadiis a Jain
monastery or temple where an image of one of the
twenty-four tirthankaras (saints) is installed and
worshipped and most of them are located in
Sravanbelagola. They were built in the Dravidian style
and the oldest basadi can be traced back to the
8t century AD. Betta is a hill with an open courtyard
containing the image of Gommata or Gommateswara.
These hills form a special feature of the native art
and the most outstanding examples can be found at
Sravanbelagola, Karkala, Venur and Mudabidri in south
Kanara district. The image at Karkala is nearly 42 ft
tall and was erected in 1432 AD, the details of which
are described in the work Karkalada Gommateswara
Charite by Chandrama. The statue at Venur was set
up in 1609 AD and is 35 ft in height. Mudabidri, which
is hailed as the Kashi of the South has
eighteen basadis, the most important of them being
the Tribhuvana Tilaka Choodamani Basadi. Completed
in circa 1430 AD after about 50 years of painstaking
craftsmanship, this basadi has one thousand exquisite
carved pillars each embellished with different designs
and with no two pillars alike. The sanctum possesses
an image of Chandranatha which is more than seven
feet in height and is made of five alloys. In addition,
the temple has an invaluable collection of dazzling
icons of Jinamurthis made out of translucent marble,
raw emeralds and other semi precious stones which,
when illuminated, create an ethereal effect. There is
also an attractive Manasthamba, the free standing
pillar, and a bronze Sahasrakoota Mantapa adorned
with over 1000 images of Jinamurthis and 32 hanging
lamps. Apart from the above, Lakkundi and Humcha
have, over the centuries, been some of the important
centres of Jains, in South India. Replicas of the statue
of Gommata can also be found at Gommatagijri near
Mysore and at Basti, Hosakote and Tipur near Mandya.
Panchakuta Basadi in Nagamangala taluk of Mandya
district has a group of seven shrines that are
considered the oldest Jains monuments of the State.

However, the most magnificent among all Jaina
works of art is the colossal rock cut statue of their
saint Gommata at Sravanbelagola. It was built in circa
982 AD and is described as one of the mightiest



achievements of ancient Karnataka in the realm of
sculptural art. Also referred to as Lord Bahubali, the
image is nude an stands upright in the posture of
meditation known as kayotsarga, reaching a height of
nearly 57 ft atop the Vindyagiri of Doddabetta hills
accessible through a flight of 500 steps. The image of
Gommata has curly hair in ringlets and long, large
ears. His eyes are open as if viewing the world with
detachment. His facial features are perfectly chiseled
with a faint touch of a smile at the corner of his lips
and embody calm vitality. His shoulders are broad,
his arms stretch straight down and the figure has no
support from the thigh upwards. There is an anthill in
the background which signifies his incessant penance.
From this anthill emerge a snake and a creeper which
twine around both his legs and his arms culminating
as a cluster of flowers and berries at the upper portion
of the arms. The entire figure stands on an open lotus
signifying the totality attained in installing this unique
statue. Amazingly, inspite of being constantly exposed
to weather elements, the image has remained as new
as ever.

On either side of Gommata stand two tall and
majestic chauri bearers in the service of the Lord. One
of them is a yakshi and the other one is ayakshi. These
richly ornamented and beautifully carved figures
complement the main figure. Carved on the rear side
of the anthill is also a trough for collecting water and
other ritual ingredients used for the sacred bath of
the image. Around the statue is an enclosure of a
pillared hall where one can find 43 images of
tirthankaras in different cloisters. There is also a figure
of a woman called Gullikayajji sculpted with a good
built and wearing exquisite ornamentation, typical of
the sculptures of the Ganga period. The Akandabagilu
or the massive door, carved out of a single rock with
an elaborately carved Gajalakshmi in her typical
posture flanked by two elephants, is another
meritorious work of Jain craftsmanship. This also said
to have been under the guidance and inspiration of
Chaundaraya, the illustrious minister who served
under the successive rulers of the Gangas namely
Marasimha I, Rachamalla IV and Rachamalla V.

One of the largest temples in the area is the
Chaundarya Basadi dedicated to Neminatha, the
22" Tirthankara depicted under a seven hooded
canopy and flanked by male chauri bearers. This
temple is unique in its style. It belongs to the era of
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the western Gangas and is evolved out of the Chalukyan
styles at Badami and Aihole. One the same hill can be
seen the Chandraprabha Basadi dedicated to the
8™ tirthankara by the same name. It is one of the
oldest basadis on the hill and can be assigned to the
early 9" century under the reign of Sivamara, a Ganga
king.

While at Sravanbelagola one can also gain insights
into Jaina mythology through some of the finest
paintings depicted on the walls of the Sri Jains matha.
Rich in colours and harmonious in composition, these
paintings of the 18" century depict royal processions
and festivities, monks, women in brightly coloured
sarees, forest scenes of wild animals and other topics
that shed light on the domestic, religious and social
life of the people. Of particular significance is
the durbar (court) scene of Krishnaraja Wodeyar
indicating the warm relations that the Wodeyars of
Mysore enjoyed with this holy pilgrimage.

Another concrete expression of the intensity of
Jaina art is the sthambha, the free standing pillar in
front of every basadi. Elegantly carved out of granite,
these are classified as Brahmadeva Sthambha and
Manasthambha. While the former portrays the figures
of Brahmanical gods, the latter is depictive of Jaina
faith. Manasthambha pillars can be found elsewhere
in the country but the Brahmadeva pillars are
restricted to the South, a fine specimen of which can
be found in front of the gigantic statue of Gommata
at Sravanbelagola. Extremely attractive is the
Manasthambha at Mudabidri with a small shrine at
the apex surrounded by four bells and topped with a
gold finial. Such pillars at Karkala and Humcha are
equally eye-catching. All these pillars, irrespective of
their connotations, are exquisite pieces of art, elegance
and decoration. Another pillar of immense interest is
the Tyagada Brahmadevara Kamba at Sravanbelagola
where Chaundaraya has inscribed his genealogy and
his life time achievements. Only segments of the
inscription are readable.

To Be Continued In The Next Issue
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The learned and most admired man of Jain community - Pandit Sukhlalji; started his lecture-series in A'bad in the year 1930. In
the year 1931 it moved to Mumbai where a small plant grew into a great banyan tree. Everyone was waiting for his lecture series.
And look at the fact the what a greater thinkers and crators year by year addressed the knowledge thurst of the gatherings! Here
is the galaxy of those learned speakers : Pandit Sukhlalji, Kaka Kalelkar, Dr. K. M. Munshi, Dr. Jagdish Chandra Jain, Sarladevi
Sarabhai, Swami Akhand Anand, Motilal Kapadia, Morarji Desai, Dr. Ushaben Mehta, Pandit Dalsukhbhai Malwania, Haribhai
Kothari, Santshri Mecraribapu, Swami Anand, Pujya Jinvijayji, Zaverchand Meghani For complete details on Pandit Sukhalalji
Sanmaan Samaarambh referJuly 1957 issue of Prabuddh Jeevan by visiting www. prabuddhjeevan in
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