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Knowledge of various languages
does not give shelter to human beings.
How can training in various arts protect
them? They think that they are highly
learned persons, but in fact they are
ignorant, if they are committing sinful
deeds.
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The World is the puzzle itself, God has not
created this puzzle. There are two viewpointers
to solve this puzzle, One Relative viewpoint and
one Real view point. Real is permanent, Relative
Is temporary, All this relatlves are temporary
adjustments.
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The Absolute Knowledge...The right Knowledge
- Samyak Gyan

( Prachi Dhanvant Shah )

Whatis the gist of your life when you do not spearhead
your life in the right direction with rightful perception? You
are given this life and you are the person who decides how
you want to live this life. In this worldly life, every human
being somehow manages to earn the living and spend days
of their life, but how many of them are earning life to make
ita living? Idealistic knowledge is the rightful perception of
life. In this society, it is obligatory to gain knowledge through
academics studying in educational universities as that
would eventually aid you to make living in your life. The
world is shaping such that without the academic
knowledge, it leads you to be at brim in this materialistic
life. But at the same time, it gets uniformly imperative to
balance your life with scriptural knowledge which would
lead you to earn your life. If you acclaim knowledge for
living, but you do not aspire to and pursue spiritual
knowledge of life, knowledge of the Jain way of life, you
have not made and merited your life. This spiritual
knowledge when you trail in life-sustaining the Right
knowledge { Samyak Gyan ), it would eventually direct
you to the path of liberation.

As per Jain Philosophy, the three important Jewels of
life, Samyak Gyan (Right Knowledge) Samyak Darshan (
Right Faith ) and Samyak Charitra ( Right conduct ) are the
true ethics of one’s life leading to the right path of salvation
and liberation, this being the supreme aspiration for every
Jain individual be it an ascetic or laity. When these three
gems are essential elements to seek liberation in one’s life,
itis imperative to implement all the three ethics and pursue
the same. They are interdependent on each other, yet
independent of each other. Deficiency of any one of these
Gems in life would not accomplish the aspiration of every
rightful Jain which is to seek liberation. When you do no
constrain right faith { Samyak Darshan ), you cannot
pursue right knowledge ( Samyak Gyan ). And if you do
not have the right knowledge, it would certainly not
consent you to accomplish right conduct ( Samyak
Charitra).

What is knowledge? In general, Knowledge is defined
as human aptitude resulting from inferred information;
understanding that germinates from the combination of
data. In other words, knowledge is acclaimed from
education, information, solution, analysis, information,
experience and learning. And this knowledge empowers
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you in life. It is known that knowledge has power and it
controls access to opportunity and progression. But as
knowledge has power, only wisdom has liberty, wisdomis
power with a purpose. Martin Luther King Jr., mentioned
once that, “Science investigates, and religion interprets.
Science gives man knowledge which is power, religion gives
man wisdom which is control”. In life, it is idyllic only when
there is an equivalent balance of knowledge through
academics as well as knowledge gained through right
scriptural doctrine. This is when you have aspired ultimate
knowledge to empower your life. In life, there isno end to
gaining knowledge. Our soul and mind are an enduring
source of erudition. It is our endowment how much to
decant and what to dispense into our asset of knowledge
because gaining knowledge has no boundaries and does
not exclaim period to its aspiration. Socrates once said, “To
know, is to know, that you know nothing.” With the right
faith, if we acclaim right knowledge what our Tirthankars
and Gurus have doctrine, you would experience
inclusiveness within your life. And when you assimilate
total knowledge, the soul is imbibed with spiritual aura
which would be carry forwarded to the next birth as the
soul isimmortal.

Jainism recognizes eight types of knowledge. Amongst
these, five institute veracious knowledge. These five types
of right knowledge are Mati (mental knowledge), Sruti
(acquired knowledge), Avadhi (distant knowledge),
Manahparyaya (paranormal knowledge) and Kevala
(absolute knowledge). The remaining three types of
knowledge constitute false knowledge (Mithya Gyan).
They are unenforceable knowledge, inaccurate knowledge,
and erroneous knowledge. Mati Gyan (mental knowledge)
is conventional perception attained through the normal
aptitudes of the mind such as perception, cognition,
analysis, and memory. Mati Gyan comes to us mainly
through the sense organs (Indriyas). So sensory knowledge
always heralds mental knowledge. Sruti Gyan is verbal and
nonverbal knowledge acquired through signs, symbols,
and words. Study and hearing are the usual methods of
obtaining Sruti Gyan. While Mati Gyana is acquired through
primary contact, Sruti Gyan is acquired through secondary
contact or another source. The difference between Sruti
and Mati is very subtle because Sruti Gyan also acclaim
perception, cognition, and intellect play animportant role.
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Mati Gyan is the natural resource from which emanates
Sruti Gyan as a refined product. The former is based on
subjective involvements and insights while the latter is
based on other people’s knowledge and experiences that
have been derived through interaction. Avadhi Gyan is
knowledge of indistinct and isolated things acquired
through complex abilities, without the use of the senses or
study. It comes either from natal (bhava) because of
preceding karma or from virtues (gunas) acquired by doing
good karma and extinguishing bad karma. Manahparyaya
Gyan is the knowledge acquired psychically through other
people’s observances using the supernatural aptitude of
reading other’s mind or telepathy. Individuals bestowed
with this capability can envisage the thought forms and
perceptual impressions of other people and know
straightway what they are deeming. Manahparyaya Gyan
is acquired because of previous good karma or karmic asset
acquired in the present life. Kevala Gyan is the ultimate
and absolute knowledge. It is sagacious, pervasive,
omniscient, ineffable, infinite, ceaseless and sublime to
which the limitations of space and time are inapplicable.
Keval Gyan is only sought and accomplished by an
individual attaining Nirvana. And nirvana could be
conceivable only to the one who has given up worldly
desires and life, aspires for monkhood and becomes an
ascetic. As per Jain philosophy, transmigration of souls after
death is caused by the amalgamation of the living with the
non-living which then sets up energies, or tapas, which
then drive the cycle of birth and rebirth. This endless
process can be impeded if the energies are used up ina
Jain way of life of chastisement. When this cycle of death
and birth concludes, the soul, then endures in a state of
infinite bliss, knowledge, power, and perception. This is
the state in which the soul has achieved Siddha-
paramesthin.

Knowledge obtained by the above listed five means is
divided into both direct knowledge (pratyaksha) and
indirect knowledge (paroksha). Direct knowledge is the
knowledge which is acquired directly without the
intervention of an external agency. Out the above listed
five types of knowledge, the first two are deliberated as
indirect whereas latter three are considered as direct
knowledge. Hence, the first two knowledge becomes our
entity to aspire it without errors and falsehood. Although,
these two types of knowledge are vulnerable to mistakes
as it is within our proximity. But in contradiction, the latter
three type of knowledge cannot lead to any errors as that
abounds to our soul and is always seamless. And hence, it
befalls indispensable to sublime our soul with Samyak
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Gyan.

In today’s fast track world, gaining information

through resources on any facet be it educational or spiritual,
cannot be interpreted as gaining knowledge. It is easy to
acclaim heap of information but misinterpreting it as
knowledge, would not ideally hail right knowledge to our
soul. It is essential to experience this information then
would it transform into knowledge. Because unless it is
not experiential, it is not true to mankind. When this
information is experienced with the true persona; stifle
our soul with this information in accordance to Samyak
Darshan (Right Faith), that is when you have acquired
Samyak Gyan (Right Knowledge). When our life is
disturbed with distraction, we would not be rewarded with
right knowledge. Hence, it is very much necessitous to
attain stable equanimity in our life. It is only with the
keenness of Samyak Darshan, that one would acquire
Samyak Gyan. The only way of acquiring knowledge is
enhancing your perception towards that knowledge and
fascinate it within your soul. Your attention while seeking
knowledge needs to be in the right direction. It is simple
enough when a teacher or you as a parent is teaching your
child, you often keep using a word “Pay attention!” Why is
that so? That is obviously because the teacher wants the
student to grasp as much knowledge what she is teaching.
Similarly, it is you who must give a call to your soul, while
gaining spiritual knowledge “Pay attention” and that is
when you would acclaim right knowledge. And when you
have the right knowledge, the quality of life you would
experience would be mystical. This is the quality of life every
persona should strive for.
When you abide by the three gems of Jain philosophy, you
would certainly embellish and glorify your soul, and it is
the soul itself that is immortal. Also, it is the ultimate
aspiration of every Jain soul to pursue the three Jewels of
Jainism to endure the path of liberation. You are your soul
and not your body. You would leave this body and sustain
another body in the cycle of birth and death. To be blissful,
one should aspire to fix the interiority without bothering
much about the body and your mind.

“The true nature of soul is right faith,
right knowledge and right conduct.
The soul so long as it is subject to transmigration,
is undergoing evolution and involution.”
- Virchand Gandhi
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JAINISM THROUGH AGES

( Dr. Kamini Gogri )

(Contd.)
LESSON - 9

In this article we will study the spread of Jainism
in Tamil Nadu

It is believed that Jainism entered Southern India
in around fourth century BC, when Acharya
Bhadrabahuswamin, the last Sruta Kevalin (433 BC-
357 BC), along with a body of twelve thousand disciples,
started on a grand exodus towards the South, migrated
to the Sravanabelagola region, in Karnataka, as he
feared a period of twelve years of severe drought was
about to hit the North India. The Mauryan emperor,
Chandragupta, abdicating his throne in favour of his
son Simhasena (according to Jain work Rajavali-Kathe)
took Diksha and joined Bhadrabahuswamin on his
exodus. As foretold by Bhadrabahuswamin, a terrible
famine did brake out in the Northern country.

Some time after reaching Shravanabelagola,
Bhadrabahuswamin felt that his end was approaching;
and, he then initiated Visakhamuni into a higher order.
The Sruta Kevalin Bhadrabahuswamin , thereafter,
entrusted the rest of the disciples to the care of
Visakhamuni; and, instructed them all to move further
South.

And, soon thereafter, the monk Visakhacharya, at
the behest of Acharya Bhadrabahuswamin, moved over
to the Chola and Pandya countries along with a group
of Sramanas (Jain monks), in order to propagate the
faith of the Thirthankaras.

It is said; Visakhamuni, in the course of his
wanderings in the Chola and the Pandya countries,
worshipped in the Jain Chaityas and preached to the
Jains settled in those places. This would suggest that
the Jains had already colonized the extreme south even
before the Sallekhana of Bhadrabahuswamin, i.e.,
before 357 B.C.

Some scholars argue that a sizable number of
Sravakas (Jain householders) were already present in
the Madurai, Tirunelveli and Pudukottai regions; and
they lent support and care to the emigrant monks.

However, the exact origins of Jainism in Tamil
Nadu are unclear.

Some scholars claim that Jain philosophy must
have entered South India some time in the sixth
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century BCE.; and, that Jains flourished in Tamil Nadu
at least as early as the Sangam period.

According to other scholars, Jainism must have
existed in South India, at least, well before the visit
of Bhadrabhuswamin and Chandragupta. There are
plenty of caves as old as the fourth century found with
Jain inscriptions and Jain deities around Madurai,
Tiruchirappalli, Kanyakumari and Thanjavur.

The ancient Tamil history , culture and literature
depict a rich legacy of the Jains

[Some scholars believe that Tholkappiar the
author of the celebrated earliest Tamil Grammar
Tholkappiam (estimated to be written between the 3rd
century BCE and the 5th century CE) was a Jain. And,
Saint-poet, Thiruvalluvar, the author of Tirukkurral
(dated variously from 300 BCE to 7th century CE), one
of the finest collections of couplets on ethics, political
and worldly-wisdom, and love, was also a Jain. Apart
from these, the three other major works in Tamil of
the ancient times — Silapaddikaram, Civaka Cintamani
and Valayapathi — were written by Jain authors.

It is said, that in these texts, in the ancient Tamil
regions, the Jain Thirthankaras were addressed
as Aruga or Nikkanthan. And, the religion of Jains was
called: Arugatha or Samanam. The senior Jain monks
were called as ‘Kuruvattikal’ (Guru), Atikal (Yati),
Periyar or ‘Patarar’ ( Tamil form of Bhattara) . The place
where Jain monks lived was called as Aranthaanam
and Aravor (Manimekalai. 3:86-112, 5:23); and,
as Nikkanthak Kottam (Silappatikaram .9:63). The
generous land donations made to the Jain monasteries
(Palli) were called Palliccantam ( however, the exact
meaning of the term Cantam , is much debated).

The more important cities where the Jains
flourished in sizable numbers were said to be:
Kaveripoom-pattinam (also known as Poompuhar or
Puhar), Uraiyur, Madurai, Vanchi (also known as Karur
or Karuvur) and Kanchi (Kanchipuram).

They all had monasteries (Vihara) which also
functioned as schools (Samana palli) run by the Jain
monks (the bigger Pallis were called Perumpalli).
Silappatikaram (11:1-9) mentions a Kanthanschool and
temple at Uraiyur as also in Madurai, the capital of
Pandya kingdom. Even though Manimekalai was a
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Buddhist, she went to Jain monks at Vengi, the Chera
capital; and, learnt about the Jain concepts of morality
(Manimekalai 27:167-201). And, Vengi was also the
city where lived the celebrated Jain monk llango Adigal
— the brother of King Cheran Chenguttuvan and the
author of Silappatikaram, which is one of the five Epics
of Tamil literature.

Sittanavasal Cave (Sit-tan-na-va-yil) — the abode
of great saints —is a second -century complex of caves
in Pudukottai District of Tamil Nadu. It is a rock-cut
monastery that was created by Jain monks. Its name
indicates that it was the abode of the Siddha (the monk
or monks). Itis also called Arivar Koil — the temple of
the Arihants.

The first century Tamil-Brahmi inscription, found
therein, names the place as ‘ChiRu-posil’. It records
that Chirupochil llayar made the Atitnam (Adhittana,
abode or a dwelling place) for Kavuti ltan who was
born at Kumuthur in Eorumi-nadu.

[A fairly large number of stone-inscriptions, etched
in Tamil-Brahmi , are found in several caves in Tamil
Nadu. And, most of such inscriptions are around
Madurai , the capital of the Pandyas. The noted
scholars like Iravatham Mahadevan and Ramachandran
Nagaswamy, have made extensive studies of the early
inscriptions. It is explained; the script of the inscriptions
are named as ‘Tamil-Brahmi , because it is , basically,
Brahmi, but with slight modification to facilitate
insertion of Tamil terms. For instance; in these
inscriptions, the Prakrit term ‘Gani’ ( leader of a Gana
, @ group) becomes “Kani’; ‘Acharya’ becomes
‘Acirikar’; names like ‘Nanti’ become ‘Nattai or Nattu’;
sacred images Prathima (Pratima) becomes
‘tirumenai’; and,’Sranana’ ( a Jain monk) becomes
‘Amanan’.]

The Sittannavasal cave temple belonged to a
period when Jainism flourished in Southern India.
And, it served as a shelter for Jain monks till about
8th century when Jainism began to fade away in the
Tamil region.

Sittannavasal has the distinction of being the only
monument where one can find, in one place, Tamil
inscriptions dating back from 1st century BC to the
10th century AD. It is virtually a stone library in
time Sittanavasal is also renowned for remnants of
its rare Jaina mural paintings.

It appears there were Jain Nunneries too.
Silappatikaram (10:34-45 ) mentions that when Kovalan
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and Kannagi went to Madurai, on their way, they
secured the blessings from Gownthiyadigal , situated
close to Kaveripoompattinam, on the northern bank
of the river Kaveri. It is said; Gownthiyadigal was a
sort of Jain Nunnery. The Jain nuns, it appears, were
variously called as Gownthi; Aariyanganai; Eyakkiyar,
or Gurathiyar, the female Guru. It is also said , the
Sanskrit term ‘Guru’ and its plural form ‘ Guruvah’
became in Tamil ‘kuru’ and ‘Kuruvar. Its polite form
was Kuruttiyar or Kuruttikal |

Some scholars believe that Jainism became
dominant in Tamil Nadu in the fifth and sixth century
CE, during a period known as the Kalabhra
interregnum. And, after the fifth century A.D, Jainism
became so very influential and powerful as to even
become the state-creed of some of the Pandyan kings.

It was only when the Bhakthi movement took
hold, large numbers of families finally became
Vaishnavas or Shaivas. Those that continued to
adhere to Jainism were reduced into small and a
minor community of Jain laymen — SamaGar, Nayildr
(around 0.13% of the population of Tamil Nadu. ]

However, Jainism began to decline around the 8th
century A.D., with many Tamil kings embracing Hindu
religions, especially Shaivism.

Thus, during the middle half of the seventh and
the beginning of the eighth centuries A.D., the Jains
sustained a series of reverses both in the Pallava and
the Pandya country. The Chola kings did not encourage
during this period the Jain religion, as they were
devoted to the worship of Shiva

In any case, there is evidence to indicate that
Jainism came into existence in Tamil Nadu, at least,
by about fourth century BC. Thereafter it took roots
in Tamil Nadu and flourished till about sixteenth
century when it went into decline, due a combination
of reasons. It is estimated there are now about 50,000
Tamil — Jains or Samanar who have a legacy that is
more than 2,000 years old; and that most of them are
engaged in farming in the North Arcot (Thondai-
mandalam) region.

As regards Kanchipuram, the capital city of the
Pallavas and a renowned centre of learning, the
Jainism flourished there because of the recognition,
acceptance and encouragement it gained from the
ruling class, as also from common people. It is said;
the Pallava King Mahendra-varman | (600 — 630 CE),
in the early part of his life, caused the construction of



two temples dedicated to Thirthankaras Vrishabdeva
and Vardhamana.. The Jain scholar-monks such as
Acharyas Sumantha-bhadra, Akalanka, Vamana-charya
Pushpa-danta, Kunda- kunda and others, were highly
regarded for their piety and scholarship. Under their
guidance a number of Jain temples and educational
institutions (samana-palli) were established in the
Tamil country, especially in its Northern regions.

Palli is a Prakrit term, which by extension came
to mean, in the Tamil — Brahmi inscriptions, a Jaina
monastery or a temple or a rock shelter where the
Jaina monks stayed and studied . Some say that the
Tamil term for a school —"palli”- has its origin in the
ancient samana-palli of the Jains].

The recognition accorded to Jainism is evidenced
by the fact that a sector of Kanchipuram, along the
banks of the Palar River, was named as Jaina Kanchi.
It is now a hamlet (Tiruparuttikunram) on the
southwest outskirt of the present-day —Kanchi, a little
away from the Pillaiyaar Palayam suburb. Jaina Kanchi
does not ordinarily attract many tourists. Jaina Kanchi
is now of interest mainly because of its two temples:

one dedicated to Chandra-prabha the eighth

Thirthankara; and the other dedicated to Vardhamana
the twenty-fourth Thirthankara who is also addressed
as Trailokya-natha-swami. And, the other reason of
interest is the ancient paintings in the Vardhamana
temple.

The Chandra-prabha temple is the earlier and the
smaller of the two. It was constructed during the reign
of Parameswaravarman ll, the Pallava king who came
to throne in 728 AD.

According to Dr. T. N. Ramachandran, the
Trailokya-natha-swami temple was built perhaps
during the end of the Pallava period; that is, in the
eighth-ninth century.

Trailokya-natha-swami (Vardhamana)

The Trailokya-natha-swami temple enjoyed the
patronage of Pallava kings as also of Chola emperors
Raja-raja chola Il { reign ,c.1146-1173 ) ; Rajendra Il
(reign , ¢.1163 — c. 1178 CE ) ; Kulottunga | (reign ,
1178-1218 CE); and Raja-raja lll (reign, c.1216-1246
CE) during whose periods some improvements were
made and a front pavilion (mukha mantapa) was
added to the sanctum. The Vijayanagar kings too
supported this Jain temple.

During the year 1387, Irugappa, a disciple of Jaina-
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muni Pushpasena; anda minister of Vijayanagar King
Harihara Raya Il (1377-1404), expanded the temple
by adding a larger pavilion- the Sangeetha mantapa.

Later additions were made by Bukka Raya Il (in
1387-88) and Krishna Deva Raya (in 1518). It is also
said; Krishna Deva Raya made a “land-grant” to the
temple. The Trailokya-natha, thus, developed into a
complex of three shrines: One for Vardhamana and
Pushpadanta; the other for Padmaprabha and
Vasupujya; and the third for Parshvanatha and Dharma
Devi. Each shrine has its own sanctum, ardha-
mantapa and mukha-mantapa. The temple is also a
repository of a large number of icons.

During the 14™ and 16" centuries, the ceiling of
the sangeetha — mantapa were decorated with
beautiful paintings, in Vijayanagar style.

It appears Jainism was active in the Kanchipuram
region at least till around the 16 century.. The
paintings drawn on the ceiling of the Sangeetha-
mantapa during the period 14" and 16™centuries were
in Vijayanagar style of painting; and they depicted the
legends of the Thirthankaras, particularly those of
Rishabha Deva and Vardhamana.

A narrative panel relates the story of Dharmendra,
the serpent king, who offered his kingdom to the
relatives of Rishabha Deva in exchange for their
consent not to disturb the meditation of Rishabha
Deva.. Such narratives were alternated with scenes
depicting processions of elephants, horses, soldiers,
standard bearers and musicians.

The sequence of the narratives and the court
scenes was broken by depiction of Sama-vasarana the
adorable heavenly pavilion where the eligible souls
gather to receive divine discourse.

There are a few panels that resemble the
Krishna- Leela, the legends of Krishna. But, they in fact,
depict life events of Neminatha, the twenty-second
Jain Tirthankara. According to Jaina lore, Neminatha
was the cousin of Krishna of Srimad Bhagavatha; and
he is Krishna’s counterpart in the Jain tradition.

To Be Continued In The Next Issue
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