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A devout disciple should always remain duly
quiet. He should not be a talkative. He should leam
spiritual matters by always remaining in the
company of wise men and he should avoid interest
in useless matters.
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(  Gyan Samvad : For Youth By Youth )

Mrs. Kavita Ajay Mehta

"l hope articles like this will attract more young people to Prabuddh Jivan. Please ask the young people
in your home to ask questions via email to author. Please mention Gyan Samvad in the subject line"

(All these questions have been answered by
Mrs. Kavita Ajay Mehta, who is a Jain Scholar)

Q.1 : Is Jainism a part of the Hindu religion?

Ans : No, Jainsim is not part of the Hindu religion.
It is one of the ancient non-Vedic Shraman traditions
that include Buddhism, Ajivikas, Yog, Charvaks etc. Un-
like Hinduism, Jains do not believe that God is the cre-
ator or administrator of the world. Jain ‘Gods’ cannot
fulfill wishes. Jains believe they get what they deserve
based on their past and present karma. There is a mis-
conception that Jains are atheists. While Jains do not
believe in a creator or wish fulfilling God, they believe
each soul has the potential to become God. Jains pray
to those that have become ‘Gods’ by transcending the

UGl VIl

cycle of birth and death with the hope of emulating them.
However, because of their co-existence in the same re-
gion for centuries, Hindus and Jains could have influ-
enced each other.

Q.2 : When and why were sects like Svetambara,
Deravasi etc. created?

Ans : There are many sects and subsects amongst
Jains. While there may be differences in practise and
scriptures, the core principles and philosophy are the
same.

The first schism was around 680 years after Lord
Mahavir when they split into Digambaras and
Shvetambaras. During a famine a group of monks moved
to South India. The ones that remained in the north wrote
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down the oral scriptures and started wearing clothes.
The written scriptures as well as the wearing of clothes
were not acceptable to the monks in the south, there-
fore they had a split. The ones from the south were called
Digambaras (sky-clad) while the ones from the north
werse called Shvetambaras (white-clad).

The Digambara monks wrote down their own scrip-
tures, wore no clothes and they believe that womasn can-
not achieve moksha (liberation). They are further di-
vided into many sub-sects like Bispanth, Digambar
Terapanth, Taranpanth, etc.

The Svetambara monks wear white robes and be-
lieve that women can achieve moksha. They are divided
into sub-sects too -

Murtipujaks or Deravasi pray in derasar or temples.
They believe in forty five Agams (scriptures) and have
images of the Tirthankars and other Devs in the temple,
whom they worship with sandalwood, fruits, flowers and
adom with clothes and jewellery. Their monks and nuns
hold a muhapatti {mouth guard} and cover their mouths
while speaking.

Sthanakvasi sect was formed around 1653 AD. They
have rejected the practice of idol worship and have
adopted thirty two Agamas. Their monks and nuns con-
stantly wear a square muhapatti on their faces to avoid
inhaling or harming minute creatures when they spsak
or breathe. Their temples are called Upashrays or
Sthanaks which are huge empty halls with no images.

Terapanth is a reformist religious sect which was
formed around 1760 AD in Rajasthan by Acharya

Bhikshu. They have a single Acharya goveming the
monks and nuns. They constantly wear a rectangular
muhapatti on their faces.

There are some more sects like the Kanjiswami
panth, Shrimad Rajchandra movement, Akram Vignan
movement, etc.

Q-3 : What is the difference between a Tirthankar
and a Dev?

Ans : To understand this, we have to first under-
stand Gati (beings). Jains believe in the cycle of death
and rebirth. After death all beings are reborn into one of
4 beings Dev Gati (heavenly beings}, Manushya Gati
(human beings), Tiryancha Gati {plants and animals),
and Narak Gati (hell beings) - depending on their karmas.
Occasionally through several lifetimes of wiping out their
karmas, certain souls can break through this cycle and
become liberated. These souls are called Siddhas.

Of these, in our current time cycle, there have been
24 Tirthankars who are Siddhas but also taught the prin-
ciples of Jainism before getting libsrated and attaining
Moksha. They cannot grant boons or change people’s
karmas. They simply guidse other souls towards the right
path of attaining liberation.

Meanwhile, Devs live in Dev Gati and have certain
celestial powers but have not yet attained liberation.
They need to take birth as a human in ordsr to become
a Siddha. The ultimate goal of a Dev is also to become
Siddha.

Email : kavitajainism@gmail.com
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