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When you deeply love someone from that space that is beyond attachment
to certain projections or desires, when you love someone just deeply, totally,
completely, without any games that the mind or emotions play, then that love
remains eternal in the heavens forever, and that is what pulls you back to
remembering that love.
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Sant Kavi Surdas...A visionary via Soul Insight!

I Prachi Dhanvant Shah
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- Sant Surdas

“Maiyan Mori, Main Nahi Maakhan Khaayo” This
famous melody | am sure we all are aware of. Composed
by Sant Kavi Surdas, beautifully amplifying the innocent
play by Baal Gopal Lord Krishna. The beauty of this
sonnet is the innocent play of Baal Gopal Krishna
covering his mistake to convince his mother who saw
him stealing maakhan (Butter). Kavi Surdas explained
through his wonderful lyrics that Krishna’s naiveté
eventually convinced his mother Yashoda to believe
that he did not steal any maakhan (Butter). The
expression says it all!

Bhakti and devotion are the intense glimmers of
emotion. It is the pious form of love and is the eternal
reflection of a soul’s devoutness. | believe worship
encompassed with love in the form of the soul’s
vulnerability towards selfless devotion as it is the
emotion experienced, not just the action of profound
accomplishment. Indian antiquity has bequeathed us
lifetime chronicles of eminent saints and their
distinguished devoutness in the form of bhakti. The
insightful melodies composed by some of these
legendary saints’ smear ceaseless imprints.

Saints are the devout living spiritual souls prevailing
in the human era. Their selfless spiritual
accomplishments and deliverance have invigorated
many lives and persuaded them the right path to
liberation. They are the reflection of eternal bliss and
mortality. One of such profound and pious devotees was
Sant Surdas. Sant Surdas was a spiritual poet & musician
devoted through his insightful bhakti towards Lord
Krishna. Assumable to be born in the 14th Century his
date of birth and place remains elusive. Not much is
ascertained about his life-history. Although, some
elements of history, illustrations, and assumptions
intertwined together to exhibit the remarkable life
journey of this legendary saint Surdas. His name itself
reveals to be fascinating. Noone yet knows if Surdas was
his actual name given at Birth. Because the name Surdas
seems to be moreover as a designated name, wherein
‘Sur’ means melody and ‘Das’ means striver. Hence his
name Surdas depicts his character as a Striver of melody.
Besides, the word ‘Das’ also depicts a divine intimacy of

his friendship and bond with Lord Krishna. His intense
musical bhakti of devotion towards Lord Krishna is
sculpted via his name Surdas.

Sant Surdas is believed to be hailing from the North
part of India. Some narrations reveal he was born in Siri
village near Delhi whereas some depict he was born in
Vraj which is the auspicious terrestrial of the northern
district of Mathura in India. This place witnesses close
association with the existence of Lord Krishna. Surdas
was born without eyesight in an indigent Brahmin
family. Probably being dependent on his family by all
means, without eyesight and not seeking love and
attention from them, Surdas was compelled to leave his
home at a very tender age of six years. Maybe this
episode of his life reveals something... a child deprived
of love and compassion certainly seeks something that
would soothe his drifting waves of emotions. His soul
searching for a serene affirmation to adhere to. So much
to seek for... and so much to contribute in the form of
devotion & bhakti.

Upon leaving his home, he encountered a troop of
religious musicians and associated himself through
their journey. Wandering around with them, music
fascinated him, and bhakti gave him immense
gratification. Living on the banks of Varanasi, he came
across Vallabhacharya a proponent of the
Shuddhadvaita sect, also known as Pushti Marga of
Hindu religion. Surdas’s life has been very much
influenced by the teachings of illustrious scholar
Vallabhacharya. Though being blind, Surdas’s insight
was immensely sharp and he was very intellectual.
Seeing his dedication and inclination towards spiritual
learnings, soon Vallabhacharya made Surdas his
disciple. In no time he memorized virtuous Shreemad
Bhagvat Gita sar & learned many Sanskrit hymns. He
aspired and so nurtured himself with immense
knowledge of Hindu philosophy. He was the devout
contributor to the ‘Bhakti Movement’ — a religious
movement that aimed for bhakti, an intense devotion
towards a Hindu Deity, and proliferated Vaishnavism (a
sect of Hindu Religion). Being the disciple of Shri
Vallabhacharya, he was predominantly a proponent
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of Shuddhadvaita school of Vaishnavism (also known
as Pushti Marg). The philosophy of this stream of
Vaishnav religion depicts spirituality through the
celestial dance between Radha and Lord Krishna
(Rasleela). The divine grace Lord Krishna & Radha
beholds through their reverent love and affection which
metaphors intense devoutness of a devotee.

While studying Hindu Philosophy, he was fascinated
by the early life of Lord Krishna, specifically his
childhood. The love and affection showered on young
Krishna baalgopal by his mother Yashoda in Braj, his
friends & Gopis, his beloved Radha was an alluring
emotional twirl for Sudrdas himself. A poem and the
melody are not just the compositions, but it is the
emotion experienced and exhibited in the form of
words. Each word in the verse is the intense droplet of
passion and sentiment experienced by the poet. |
assume, the care and love Surdas was deprived of in his
childhood, aspired him to depict his emotions through
Lord Krishna’s childhood. Despite being blind, he could
effortlessly depict Lord Krishna’s childhood & life
through his soul prescient and which he has exquisitely
presented in the form of his poems. He had the vision
through his soul, eyesight of wisdom, with which he
could envisage Lord Krishna and his life. He ascertained
soul connection with Lord Krishna through his insight
and zeal. In the history of literature, it will not be wrong
to claim that he was one of the prodigies who despite
being blind, could pedantically portray such
comprehensive and flamboyant details of Lord Krishna’s
life in the form his melodies and sonnets.

With his emotions, expressions, and devout bond
towards Lord Krishna, his work is reflected in his
fabrication of mainly three major compilations such
as Sur-Saravali, Sahitya-Lahiri, and Sur-Sagar. His
verses were in Indian language identified as Brij Bhasha
the dialect of which was understood to be very crude.
Although in those days Sanskrit and Persian were the
primary languages used. But when Surdas used Brij
language in his poetic melodies, it achieved wider
recognition and made this language sound sweeter &
more appreciable.

His compilation of Sur-Saravali is assumed to be
originally having one hundred thousand rhymes but
most of it has been extinct. Through Sur-Saravali Surdas
depicts the Indian festive celebration of Holi which is
known to be the divine play of Lord Krishna and
representing Krishna as the creator. The anthology
of Sahitrya-Lahiri portrays intense bhakti & devotion
towards Lord Krishna. The epitome of all compilations
is Sur-Sagar. As the name suggests, an ‘ocean of
melody’, & its collection include exceptional poetic
persona of Lord Krishna’s life in detail. Although this
assemblage is assumed to be containing originally

hundred thousand poems, only eighty thousand of it is
extant. Sant Surdas through his earnest bhakti was so
emulsified with devotion and affection towards Lord
Krishna that it felt as if he experienced a sincere
mystical soul connect with Lord Krishna. Kavi Surdas has
depicted every minute episode of Krishna in his
melodies right from his childhood to adulthood such as
Krishna’s crawling as a toddler, his first baby steps,
losing his first tooth, him uttering the first words,
playing around with Gopis, and many more. He has also
beautifully decorated his verses picturizing
amorousness between Krishna and Radha such that it
seemed as if he eye-witnessed every instant of it.

While browsing through the epitomic list of poems
composed by Sant Surdas one can undoubtedly
experience the emotion of love and piousness. The
selfless countenance of Surdas through his illustrations
enclosing every expression of Shree Krishna
undoubtedly exhibits his serene bhakti towards Lord
Krishna. While experiencing these verses we would
emphatically be proliferated towards generous & pious
spiritual observes. Love, affection, devotion & worship
are all pathways to elate the soul towards spiritual gains
be it through any religion and spiritual practices. Be it
Lord Krishna or Tirthankara Bhagwaan Mahavir, when
your soul is abided into sheer devoutness, the eventual
yearning is to be just like them. One can experience the
soul connect & aspire to be just like any deity or a
supreme soul. This is the reason why Kavi Surdas could
experience every instance of Lord Krishna’s life and feel
his emotions because he could submerge his soul into
devoutness towards Krishna and cohere to his soul.

Through his verses, Kavi Surdas has endorsed the
readers to clearly visualize every detail of Lord Krishna’s
childhood and life. The description is so intense and
enumerated that it feels as though it was live. For
instance, his poetic illustration of Krishna as a toddler is
expressed so alluringly that the manifestation just
strikes through the reader’s heart. Allow me to present
one of such poems illustrated by Kavi Surdas and the
insight of my understandings.

@ gfa v fore Wi s Faa ool
Mukha Dadhi Lep Kiye Sobhit kar Navneet Liye,

Y& ¥eTd ¥ a4 Higa @ e oiu fhul|
Ghutruni chalata renu tan mandit mukha dadhi lep kiye.
T HUTA oA Ao TR faees oo |

Charu kapol lol lochan gorochan tilak diye,

e TIeehid U Hed HYU T Hige Ayl fUu
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Lat latkani manu matta madhup gan maadak
madhuhin piye.

Hgell e O e T@ W ®RR )

kathula kantha vraj kehari nakh raajat ruchir hiye,

o1 ¥ Teh! Ue 3¢ g@ 1 |d wew ful|
Dhanya sur ekau pal ihi sukha ka sat kalpa jiye.

In this poem, Sant Surdas expresses the instance
of his childhood and exclaims that Shri Krishna
despite being layered with curd and dust all over, his
sight is solely amiable and captivating. He is yet a
toddler and is crawling all around in maa Yashoda’s
veranda. His tiny little palms hold Makhan (butter),
his body dusted with soil and mouth drooling with
curd. His charming cheeks and eyes agile, his
forehead shining bright with Tilak and exhibit curly
hair. Further, Surdas emphasizes on the picturesque

occurrence that when Baal Krishna crawls through, his
curly hair swishes through his face touching his
glorious cheeks just as a bee would swing after
enjoying the sweetness of a flower. Baal Krishna’s
beauty is enriched with the garland around his neck
and the pendant of lion nail. Kavi Surdas exclaims
that whoever is privileged to visualize this scenic
beauty of Lord Krishna, the purpose of his life would
indeed be fulfilled and would be rewarding. This one
sight of Baal Krishna, be it for fraction of second
would be worthwhile to eternity, in comparison to
living ten lives without this sight. The intensity of
love and piety towards Lord Krishna is exemplary as
expressed through this epic poem by Sant Surdas.
Prachi Dhanvant Shah
49, wood ave, Edison, N.J. 08820 U.S.A.
Contact:+1-9175825643
E-mail : prachishah0809@gmail.com
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