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Introduction to Jain Thinkers - 1

| Dr. Kamini Gogri

Jains hold the Jain doctrine to be eternal and
based on universal principles. In the current time
cycle, they trace the origins of its philosophy
to Rishabhanatha, the first Tirthankara. However, the
tradition holds that the ancient Jain
texts and Purvas which documented the Jain doctrine
were lost and hence, historically, the Jain philosophy
can be traced from Mahavira’s teachings. Post
Mahavira many intellectual giants amongst the Jain
ascetics contributed and gave a concrete form to the
Jain philosophy within the parameters set by
Mahavira. Following is the partial list of Jain
philosophers and their contributions.

Jaina logic began from Siddhasena, who was the
first great logician among the Jainas. But to some
extent logical discussions are also to be found in the
Agamic literature like Bhagavati Sutra, Sthananga,
Samavayanga and Anuyoga and some works on
logic had been written between the Agamic age and
the time of Siddhasena. The chief logicians of this
period were Acarya Kundakunda and Umasvati.

Kundakunda is supposed to belong to the first or
$aooay tocdiveusA. e Heavaicthieefirss dmankstidud
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manner. He not only expounded them on the basis
of the Agamas but also discussed the problems in the
light of contemporary thoughts. Though
Kundakunda did not discuss the problems of
pramana, yet his epistemology was influenced by the
concept of pramana. He explained pratyaksa and
paroksa on the basis of the Agamas. He pointed out
that sense-knowledge could not be regarded as
pratyaksa,’ it was paroksa. Pratyaksa was that
knowledge which arose in the self directly without
the help of the sense organs. He was also the first to
have discussed the problem of knowledge. He
raised the question, whether knowledge was self-
revealing or object-revealing (svaprakasa or
paraprakasa) and established that knowledge was
both self-revealing and object-revealing, just as a
lamp revealed itself as well as the object. Later on,
all the Jaina scholars accepted this view of
knowledge. Kundakunda explained the
anekantavada of the Agamas in a systematic and
clear way. Although he mentioned only the two
nayas : niscaya and vyavahara, yet he tried to solve
all difficult philosophical problems with the help of
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these two. The main works of Kundakunda are :
Pancastikaya, Pravacanasara, Samayasara,
Niyamasara, Astapahuda, Dasabhakti etc

Umasvati was the first amongst the Jainas to use
the Sanskrit language. Before him Jaina literature
was written in Prakrit. Tattvartha Sutra is
Umasvati’s main work. The subject-matter of
Tattvartha Sutra is based on the Agamas but it is
written in a systematic way. There is wide
discussion on the nature, qualities and types of
dravya (substance). Though there is not much
discussion on prameya, pramana and naya, yet
Umasvati to some extent did define these concepts.
The five types of knowledge of the Agamas are
according to him pramana. He also classified
pramama into pratyaksa and parokaa. Pratyaksa
meant for him the immediate knowledge which arose
in the self directly without the help of the sense
organs and paroksa was defined as knowledge
derived from the sense organs. He also described
naya in a different way from that of the Agamas. It
may be said that though Jaina logic was not fully
developed at the time of Kundakunda and Umasvati
yet their writings exercised great influence on the
development of Jaina logic.

After Kundakunda and Umasvati the period of
Jaina logic began. As mentioned before, Siddhasena
was the first great logician. We cannot also forget
the name of Samantabhadra in this connection (5th -
6th century A.D.) Samantabhadra and Siddhasena
may be called the founders of Jaina logic.
Aptamimansa is the main work of Samantabhadra in
which he introduced a new style to discuss the
philosophical problems on the basis of
anekantaviida. He also gave a definition of pramana
in his Svayambhu Stotra, which may be viewed as
the first logical type of definition of pramana amongst
the Jainas. (svaparavabhasakam yatha pramanam
bhuvi buddhilaksanam).

Siddhasena belonged to the seventh century A.D.
The main works of Siddhasena are Sanmatitarka and
Nyayavatara. Sanmatitarka is written in Prakrit, in
which he discussed the nayas, in a comprehensive
manner on the basis of anekantavada. Nyayavatara
has been called the foundation-stone of Jaina logic.
In this work, he defined the pramana not only on the
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basis of the Agamic view but also according to his
own independent thought and criticism of
contemporary ideas on this matter. He classified
pratyakla into two types, the sensuous and the non-
sensuous; and paroksa was also classified into two
types: anumana and agama. This classification was
influenced by the classification given by other
schools of philosophy. Siddhasena was also the first
Jaina logician who defined the four logical terms
pramana, pramata, prameya and pramiti.
Samantabhadra and Siddhasena have done some
preliminary work in the field of Jaina logic but in the
meantime logic in other schools of philosophy had
been developed more fully. There were great
Buddhist logicians like Dignaga and Dharmakirti.
But amongst the Jainas there was no work
comparable to Pramanasamuccaya and Nayabindu.
Akalanka filled in this gap about the eighth
century A.D. He was the first to expound the
Agamic theory of pramana in a pure logical way.
According to the Jaina Agamas, pramana is of two
types: pratyakla and paroksa. Pratyaksa is the
knowledge which arises immediately in the self
without the help of sense organs. ‘Akla’ means the
self and knowledge derived from the self directly is
called pratyaksa. Parokla is the knowledge which
is not direct to the self but is derived with the help of
the sense organs. Pratyaksa is of three types,
avadhi, manahparyaya and kevala. Paroksa is of
two types, mati and sruta. While all the systems of
Indian philosophy accept as pratyaksa all sensuous
knowledge derived from the sense organs, according
to the Jaina Agamas, sensuous knowledge is not
pratyaksa. Akalanka was faced with the problem,
whether to accept the Agamic view of pratyaksa or
the contemporary theories of it. At first he defined
pratyaksa simply as clear knowledge (visadam
pratyaksam), then he classified it into two types, the
samvyavaharika pratyaksa and mukhya pratyaksa.
Knowledge derived from the sense organs was
called samvyavaharika pratyaksa and knowledge
which arises directly in the self was called mukhya
pratyaksa. Akalanka not only classified pratyaksa,
he also gave logical definitions of each kind of
pratyaksa. And on the basis of his definition of
pratyaksa he examined and criticised the definitions
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of pratyaksa given by the other systems.
Knowledge which was not visada was paroksa or
indirect, according to him. He classified paroksa
into the following types : smrti, pratyabhijna, tarka,
anumana and agama, all these being indirect
knowledge.

Akalanka also explained the object (visaya) and
the result (phala) of pramana in a comprehensive and
logical manner. He examined and discussed all
logical problems and established some new facts in
the field of logic. Laghiastraya, Nyayaviniscaya,
Pramanasangraha and Siddhiviniscaya were his great
works. He wrote commentaries on the Tattvartha
Sutra of Umasvati and Aptamimansa of
Samantabhadra which are known as
Tattvarthavartika and Astasati respectively.

Vidyananda was a great commentator on
Akalanka. His commentary on Akalanka’s Astasati,
known as Attasahasri, is a valuable work in
philosophy. Vidyananda studied thoroughly all
systems of philosophy. He was specially a great
scholar of Mimansa school of Kumarila. He wrote
Tattvarthaslokavartika, (a commentary) on
Umasvati’s Tattvartha Sutra. In his own work
Pramanapariksa, he examined all the different views
of pramana. In Aptaparikla he rejected Kumarila’s
views and established the Jaina view regarding the
possibility of omniscient being. Vidyananda is
supposed to belong to the 9th century A.D.

Manikyanandi’s Partksamukha was the first sutra
grantha in logic amongst the Jainas. It cotained the
following six chapters: pramana, pratyasa, paroksa,
visaya, phala, and tadabhasa. In this the author
discussed the logical problems in sutra style. He
examined other systems and by rejecting them
established the Jaina views on logical grounds.

Prabhacandra was a follower of Manikyanandi.
His commentary on Manikyanandi’s Pariksamukha is
famous by the name of Prameyakamalamartandi’s
Nyayakumudacandra is also a large commentary on
Akalanka’s Laghiyastraya. Prabhacandra was a
great logician and acquired an important place in the
whole of Indian logic and philosophy. In both the
above commentaries he discussed the innumerable
problems of logic and philosophy and by rejecting

them he established the Jaina views. Prabhacandra
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belonged to the 13th century.

Abhayadeva Suri was also a great commentator.
He was the author of a commentary on
Samantabhadra’s Sanmatitarka, in which he discussed
the theories of different schools of philosophy.

Syadvadaratnakara is a large commentary on
Pramananayatattva-lokalankara. Both these works
were written by Vadideva Suri. These were written in
the style of Prameyakamalamartanda and
Nyayakumudacandra, and the subject matter also was
the same as that of those books. But there are also
some discussions on naya and vada which are not to
be found in the Prameyakamalamartanda and
Nyayakumudacandra. Vadideva Suri also discussed
and criticised the theories of the other systems. He
belonged to the 12th century A.D.

Vadiraja was also a great commentator. He wrote
a big commentary on Akalanka’s Nyayaviniscaya by
the name of Nyyavinscayavivarana. There are three
prastavas in it namely, pratyaksa, anumana and
pravacana. He explained Akalanka’s views very
thoroughly.

Pramanamimansa of Hemacandra (12th Century
A.D.) has its own importance in Jaina logic. He also
wrote on Prakrit grammar and on various other
subjects. Hemacandra was a great scholar of
philosophy, logic, grammar and literature. His
philosophy and logic were influenced by Akalanka.
Though his work was based on the previous Jaina
literature yet in many places he established his own
VIEWS.

Yasovijaya of the 18th century was the last great
Jaina logician. He studied navyanyaya and gave a new
style to the Jaina logic. His main works are on naya
and anekantavada. These are: Nayapradipa,
Nayarahasya Nayopadesa, Jainatarkabhasa and
Jnanabindu.

There are some other Jaina logicians of different
times. They were Mallavadi, Sumati, Kumarasena,
Kumaranandi, Anantavirya I, Anantavirya II and
Anantakirti. They have their own important place in
the development of Jaina logic.

In this series of article swe will learn every thinker
and their main contribution ton Philosophy in total
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The Sagacious Omniscient — Omnipotent

Prachi Dhanvant Shah

One who attains absolute knowledge is the only one
who knows the absolute truth. And to know the
absolute truth, it is essential to immerse oneself into
absolute being within one’s spirit. Such that, this state
unfolds the truth and conveys you the collective
consciousness. Although, this is possible only when one
is in serene equanimity and emit serenity.

The identity of a Tirthakar in Jainism is through them
becoming Omniscient. Omniscience relates to Keval
Gyan. Having knowledge of everything and having
absolute wisdom. He is the one who is enlightened and
showed the path of enlightenment to us. Jainism also
interprets that every soul has the potential to attain
omniscience by shedding off the karmic particles that
surround the soul. An Omniscient is the only one who
can comprehend matters, all facets and manifestation.

Whatever we see in front of our eyes, has a
possibility of knowledge. It has an identity and
existence. Everything around us has some form of
knowledge. Even a piece of rock has some knowledge
to be disclosed. For instance, it can be grounded to
give a form of dust, and then this dust can be studied
to identify what kind of minerals it relates to, giving us
knowledge about its nature. Similarly, every soul in a
body has spiritual, philosophical, psychological, and
materialistic knowledge to be uncovered. So, every
form of nature, life, or substance has some or the other
kind of information to be discovered. Thus, knowledge
is strewn all around this universe and this universe is
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like a network of knowledge. One who acquires
absolute knowledge of this universe is the one who
has attained omniscience, Keval Gyan. But to attain
this, one must first attain the utmost equanimity and
tranquility.

The Jain religion and its philosophy being one of
the oldest is an original system, quite distinct and
independent from other systems and philosophical
traditions of India. Jainism is a religion of purely human
origin. In ancient times, it was known by many names
such as the Shraman (ascetic) tradition, the religion of
Nirgrantha (one who has removed all bondages in life),
or the religion of Jina. Itis propagated by Self-realized
individuals who have attained perfect knowledge,
omniscience, absolute knowledge, and self-control by
personal effort. They have been liberated from the
bondage of attachment and aversion, karma, and of
worldly existence, ending the cycles of life and death.

Bhagwaan Mabhavir, (599 BC to 527 BC), the
twenty-fourth and the last Tirthankar of this era,
expounded the Jain philosophy preached by his
predecessor Tirthankar Parshvanith (about 950BC to
850 BC). Lord Mahavir expanded the code of conduct
and depicted Sermons for us through Jain Doctrines.
He bestowed us with a reformed Jain religion and
philosophy showing us the ultimate and right path of
life. He also proclaimed that he is not the only Mahavir,
but every soul can become Mahavir too. Jain philosophy
explains that from eternity, the soul is bound by karma
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and is ignorant of its true nature. Itis due to karma
that the soul migrates from one life cycle to another
and the ignorant soul continues to bind with new karma.
The soul is bound by karmas because of attachment
and aversion. Therefore, the path of liberating the soul
from attachment and aversion comprises the
fundamental philosophy of Jainism. It teaches us that
the path of liberation in a coherent way. It further
portrays that the proper Knowledge of the reality of
the universe, when combined with Right Conviction or
Faith and Rational or Right Conduct leads the worldly
soul to liberation (Nirvana or Moksha). The ultimate
goal for the soul is to be liberated from desires,
attachment, and antipathy which in turn will remove all
Karmas.

As per Jainism, when a living being becomes free
from attachment and repulsion, he cannot acquire any
new karma. When all his existing karma (four Ghiti
Karma) attached to the soul are destroyed, he/she
attains the full manifestation of absolute knowledge
(Keval-jnién), absolute vision (Keval-darshan), perfect
conduct, and (Anant Chiritra) infinite energy (Anant
virya) and is defined as bliss. This soul is regarded as
having become the supreme Soul and is known as
Kevali (Omniscient) and omnipotent. A true Omniscient
exists in the realization of infinite knowledge,
perception, vigor, and bliss. Among Kevali, some souls
through their preaching show the path of liberation to
humanity. They are called Tirthankars and they
establish the four-fold Jain order called Sangha
comprising of monks, nuns, laymen, and laywomen.
The Omniscient who are not Tirthankars, spend the
rest of their life in a meditative blissful state and attain
liberation when the rest of the physical karma is
exhausted.

Although science may conflict with this perception
of Omniscience or may vary it’s the perception of
Omniscient, I would say, is it important, rather
necessary to relate every aspect to science? Even our
so-called functioning brain hallucinates our conscious
reality, then why relate every perception to science? A
rightful Jain Shravak would never conflict or dispute
about the deshna- doctrines propounded
by Tirthankars. Rather would cling to it most tightly
without any skepticism. When your soul is submerged
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with the essence of aphorism insinuated by tirthankara
bhagwaan, then your reasoning and analytical mind
need not infer the soul insights. When we visualize or
hallucinate something immortal, our reasoning heart and
mind might experience the shock at the big void, but
the soul must treasure the messages and retain it forever.
The science of consciousness explains that our
conscious mind comprises of two basic properties of
knowledge. Knowledge of the world around us, full of
sight, sound, and smell, and knowledge of conscious
self, the specific knowledge of being you. Our brain is
a prediction engine that absorbs streams of impulses
that are indirectly related to the outside world and your
true self. So, perception, figuring out what exists must
be a process of informed guesswork in which the brain
combines these sensory signals of impulses identified
by one’s brain, with its prior expectations or beliefs,
to form into its ideal understandings. With this, all [ am
trying to explain is, if your brain’s prior expectations
are already submerged into the insightful knowledge
of self and doctrines of Jain religion, then the sensory
signals generated by your brain will combine with those
prior expectations to generate true and absolute
knowledge.

Bhagwan Mahaveer Swami is the last and the
twenty-fourth Tirthankar of this era in the Jain tradition.
He pertained an expounded and multifaceted
personality. He scintillated with the infinitely intense
glow of the pure soul. All the virtues and competencies
of his soul were absolutely awakened and energetic.
He had infinite power but, at the same, he also had
infinite compassion. Possessing the ultimate powers of
the soul, he was unconquerable, with an amplified
persona and composite human self. But the seeds of
this splendor and eminence of Bhagwan Mahaveer
Swami were strewn in the remote past. He had been
undertaking vigorous penance, indulging in altruism,
and practicing deep meditation in many of his past
incarnations. The twelve yearlong phases of spiritual
practices of Bhagwan Mahaveer Swami was the
foundation of his personal achievement of omniscience
and the prominence of Arihant/Tirthankar. It takes a
stern process and shrut araadhana for illuminating the
soul and reflect immense equanimity. After a twelve-
and-a-half-year long period of extreme spiritual
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practices, strict austerities, and deep meditation,
Shraman Vardhaman acquired the ultimate
perception (Kewal Darshan), and ultimate knowledge
(Kewal -jnéin or omniscience). The eleventh day of
the bright half of the month of Vaishakh is the date of
the historical glory of the Jain tradition. On the tenth of
the same month, Bhagwan Mahaveer Swami attained
omniscience. The ecstatic & serene visionary of
Bhagwaan Mahavir attaining Kevalgyan would certainly
have been caressed by every Jain Shravak &
Shravaika. On the banks of river Rijuvaluka, under the
Saal tree, sitting on both feet with knees touching his
chest, he was submerged in intense meditation. Being
placid & serene despite the sweltering heat of summer,
he was enthralled by his physical and mental energies
empowering his soul and eventually emanating a vibrant
infinite ray of knowledge, attaining a peak of spiritual
upliftment. Bhagwaan Mahavir attained
Omniscience (Kewal Gyan), the absolute knowledge,
comprehending and perceiving every knowledge of the
universe along with knowledge of past, present, and
future. This miraculous ensuing was illuminated by a
divine light disseminating through the three worlds for

few moments with its mystical bliss. This delightful
occasion was enhanced and glorified by the charisma
of many Demi-Gods and Goddesses from heaven
bowing down to Prabhu, and who crafted the
majestic Samavasaran( the celestial pavilion) on the
banks of Rijuvaluka river for the first divine sermon of
Tirthankar Mahavir. Many gods were engrossed in
listening to the discourse.

After his enlightenment, the remaining thirty years
of his life were devoted to the well-being of the living
world. During this period, he revolutionized human
perception and shattered many long-established
misconceptions and curses of traditional dogmas. His
discourse was chronicled into Jain texts called Aagams.

Not only a truer Knowledge, but a greater power
comes to one in the quietude and silence of a mind,
That, instead of bubbling on the surface, can go to its
own depths and listen.

- Shri Aurobindo
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