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Ekatva Bhavna :

Soul & Body - the distinct entities

[ Prachi Dhanvant Shah ]
An Irish Born British Writer - C.S.Lewis had once  to focus on elevating our inner self, our spirit, our
said a simple quote but so meaningful... soul. Hence nurture your soul with the divine
“You don't have a soul, You are a soul, You have  essence of spirituality so as to be radiant, to shed
a Body.” off all the karmas, and seek the path of liberation.
In life, we often address all worldly assets with The popular story of Gajsukual exhibits Anyatva

the term “MY” when the fact is, nothing is yours. Bhavna. Gajsukumal was a prince of Dwarka Nagari.
The only asset we should be addressing with the During his early days of youth, his older brother
term” MY” is “My Soul”, nothing else is Mine. Your  Shrikrishna who was the king of Dwarka Nagari,
body is not yours, your worldly relations are not had selected Soma, the daughter of Saumilbrahmin
yours, your materialistic assets are not yours. Only  to be his bride. But Gajsukumal clearly denied
your soul is yours, which resides in the body as a accepting the proposal and refused to get married
guest. as he had the strong desire to give up worldly life

Many times in life you might have experienced and become a monk. This certainly distressed
that your mind tells you to do something but your = Gajsukumal’s mother Devkimaata and brother
conscious mind (Soul) tells you something else. Your  Shrikrhisna as they never wanted Gajsukula to give
mind inspires you to make certain decisions in life  up the kingdom and be a monk but wanted to see
but your soul-conscious does not approve of it. him as Dwarka Nagari’s King. They tried all the
This is because of a simple reason and that is, your possible ways to enforce Gajsukumal to change his
soul & your body are separate. The mind is governed  mind but that did not happen. Gajsukumal was a
by your bodily neurons and your soul, your spiritis  “Charam-Sharir” Soul, which means this was his
your conscious self. Your spirit is your soul, which is  |ast birth on earth and is destined to attain definite
a spark of light and also known as your consciousness  salvation. Finally, Dwarkamaa & Shrikrishna agreed
as described by modern science. to Gajsukumal’s strong desire but put the condition

To make life manifest, the union of soul and that they wanted to see him like a king for at least
body is essential, but it is also true that the soul is  one day. Gajsukumal accepted the condition and
eternal and the gross body is interim. Your soulisa for one full day, he overtook the King’s
guest in the body you exhibit. Nevertheless, what responsibilities and the crown. Although being king,
your soul exhibits and expresses through the matter  the allure, the power did not force him to change
(Body) is your true life. This is what is explained his mind and finally, after that day, he gave up the
through Anyatva Bhavna. Jain philosophy through  kingdom & luxurious life and took up Diksha under
Anyatva Bhavna explains that the Body and soul Tirthankar Bhagwaan Shri Aristanemiji. On the same
are separate. The word Anyatya itself means day upon seeking aagya from Bhagwaan Gajsukumal
separate/distinct. Though the soul resides in abody, went to the graveyard to perform meditation known
upon death when that body perishes, the soul finds  as “Bhikshupratima ". This form of meditation is
another body to be guests in. The soul is the most difficult one and very austere. Though
imperishable and hence what belongs to you is salvation is certain with this Bhikshupratima
your soul and not your body. And so, instead of meditation, one also has to face heavy casualties.

working on our external self and outlook, one needs  While Gajsukumar was intensely enmeshed in
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meditation, Saumilbrahmin happened to see him.
Seeing this, Saumilbrahmin was enraged with
annoyance and acrimony. He decided to take
revenge and punish Gajsukumar for not accepting
his daughter and leaving her unmarried. He decided
to kill Gajsukumar and came up with the plan. He
built a clay pot over Gajsukumar’s head and filled it
with burning coals. This was destined to happen as
it was an outcome of similar karma Gajsukumar
had attained against Saumilbrahmin in some of his
previous births. Muni did not get affected by this
exterior torture as he knew he had to get rid of this
karma and clean his soul. He had identified his soul
as a separate entity from his body and hence the
pain his body went through did not affect his soul.
His soul was as serene and captivated in meditation.
He did not open his eyes and calmly encountered
the severity of burning pain. Not even for a fraction
of a second, his soul was instigated with displeasure,
annoyance, or rage against Saumilbrahmin. But upon
contemplation, he recorded wider reasoning that
this was his opportunity to redeem his old debts of
karma and have attained the opportunity to do
nirjara. He should be thankful for this opportunity
and expressed blissfulness for this moment. He
expressed gratitude to the soul who gave him what
he sincerely was waiting for and aided him to achieve
nirjara. This reflection immediately enabled him to
achieve kevalgyaan and he also acclaimed salvation
the same day.

Gajsukumar’s contemplation of the fact that his
soul being different and distinct from the body,
abetted him to be in serenity and focus only on his
soul. It enabled him to detach himself from all the
worldly attachment and also shed off the karmas
his soul was loaded with.

Thus with the understanding and persuasion of
Anyatva Bhavna - the soul is different from the
body, one eventually binds less karma. With this
reflection when one nurtures his thought process
with the fact that his soul is immortal and distinct
from the body, he will not be governed by the
worldly desires, greed, and urges of the body, and
eventually will bind less karma and seek spiritual
gateway to liberation. Our constant striving to satisfy
bodily desires and greed to be happy with
materialistic aspirations is merely a fatal yearning.
What is quintessential is the urge of your soul, the
serenity of your soul through spirituality, to
emancipate your soul from attached karma so as to
achieve an exalted life in the next birth, to manumit
the soul from the cycle of birth and death.

“Quiet the mind, and the soul will speak.

Contemplate Anyatva Bhavna & your soul will
shine”
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[ Akalanka

)

Dr. Kamini Gogri

Axalanka occupies a unique place in the
development of Indian logic. He was one of the
foremost Jaina logicians. If Kundakundacarya is to
be considered as the father of Jaina logic, Akalanka
cemented the foundations of Jaina logic and built a
logical structure with depth and subtlety of thought.
His writings are difficult to understand and even
eminent logicians have expressed their profound

of vision in his writings Prabhacandra, in the first
part of his Nyayakumudacaodra has expressed his
admiration for Akalanka and said that he was
fortunate to have been able to study the writings
of Akalanka, although his writings are full of subtlety
of thought. Vadirajasuri was amazed at the
profoundity of thought expressed in the writings of
Akalanka. It is difficult to express in our words the

admiration for the subtlety of thought and depth profoundity of thought contained in the writings of
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Akalankadeva. The writings of Akalanka are so
difficult for understanding that ‘ordinary persons
like me would not be able to explain much less
comment on the writings’. As Dharmakirti is for
Buddhist logic, Akalanka is for the Jaina logic. In the
Sravanabelagolainscription, it has been stated that
Akalanka is the Brahaspati in the six darsanas. After
Acarya Pujyapada Akalankadeva has been eulogised
as the sun dispelling the darkness of ignorance
arising out of the perversity of thought, as the sun
clears darkness and gives light.

It is difficult to give a clear picture of the life-
history of Akalanka. Similarly there is controversy
regarding the period in which he lived. Some have
suggested that Akalankalived in the latter part of
the 8th century on the basis of the interpretation
on ‘Vikramanka as samvat’, as mentioned in the
verse in the Akalankacarita. He has been considered
as the contemporary of Raja Dantidurga alia
Krishnaraja of the Rastrakuta dynasty. The other
view suggested by Sri Jugal Kishore Mukhtar fixed
his date as the seventh century A. D. on the basis of
the interpretation of the word Vikramarka as
‘Vikramasamvat’. Pandit Kailascandra Sastri is of
the opinion that Akalanka’s period must have been
from 620 to 680 A.D. There is verse of Dhananjayain
which the Pramanasastra of Akalanka has been
mentioned with respect.

Akalanka was a brilliant boy and was well-versed
in the Jain philosophy. The two brothers had joined
the Buddhist Academy in the guise of Buddhist
scholars, as otherwise they would not have been
admitted. But once, when the teacher was explaining
the Saptabhanginyaya of the Jainas, the lesson was
not correctly taught. After the teacher left the class
Akalanka quietly corrected the lesson. Later, the
teacher got suspicious that the pupil who corrected
the lesson must be a Jaina. The life of the two
brothers was in danger due to the unhealthy and
phanaticrivairy of Buddhists towards Jainas. They
ran for life. But unfortunately Niskalanka was caught
and killed by the guards of the king. It was destined
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that Akatanka was to escape for the sake of the
promotion of learning and the advancement of logic
and metaphysics. Another interesting incident in
his life has been narrated in which it was stated
that Akalanka defeated the Buddhist scholars in
the court of Himasitala of Kalinga in logical and
metaphysical discussions with the help of Yaksini
Kumandini. The Buddhist scholar was being assisted
by the deity (goddess) Tara. Apart from the story
contents in the incident, the narration has to be
looked at from an historical perspective. From the
analysis of the narration it is clear that there was
academic and sectional rivalry between the Buddhist
and the Jaina sections of society for social and
spiritual superemacy. It is also clear that the tantrik
and the ritualistic aspects of religion had come to
stay. The deities were invented and invoked for the
sake of gaining superiority over one another. ‘Para-
spiritual’ ritualistic practices became important in
society-may be for the sake of retaining the
supremacy of one's religion or for establishing faith
in the ‘para-spiritual’ practices so that the common
man would be satisfied.

We now consider the work of Akalanka in the
field of logic and metapyhsics with special reference
to the Jaina system of thought. Akalanka’s
contribution to the study of Jaina logic and
philosophy is immense. His works may be studied
from two points of' view:- (a) his original works,
and (b) his commentaries on the works of other
great Acaryas.

(a) His original works are :

1. Laghiyastraya the notes.

2. Nydyaviniscaya with notes.

3. Siddhiviniscaya with notes.

4. Pramanasamgraha with notes.

(b) Some the commentaries that be wrote, we
may mention :

1. Tattvarthuaritika — sabhasya.

2. Astasati — devagamauvrtiii.

Laghiyastraya is primarily a logical treatise with
certain explanations of the epistemological
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implications of the logical concepts like naya and
nikpa. The logical and epistemological critique of
the theory of pramaga in the light of the Jaina
analysis of the pramanasas is a special contribution
of Akalanka in this work.

Laghiyastraya is a critique of knowledge. It gives
critical analysis of the problem of knowledge in the
light of logical and epistemological implications. It
has three parts: (1) Pramanapravsa, (2) Nyaya
pravesa and (3) Niksepapravsa. Pramanapravsa bas
four sections: (i) pratyakvapariccheda, (ii)
Visayapariccheda, (iii) paroksapariccheda and (iv)
Agama pariccheda.

In the Nyayakumudacandracommentary on
Laghiyastraya, Prabhacandra has mentioned the
seven sections in the Laghiyastraya on the basis of
the two-fold distinction in the Pravacanapravesa.
Akalanka has also written a short treatise on the
Laghiyastraya which is primarily in the form of added
noted to the work and not an independent work.

Jainism presents a many-folded approach to the
understanding of the nature of reality. The Anekanta
outlook is the very basis of the Jaina view of life.
And Samyag-Jnana (right knowledge) is the essential
characteristic of the soul. It is also the prerogative
of the soul. Knowledgeand the source of knowledge
could be considered from two aspects: (a) pratyakta
(direct knowledge) and (b) paroksa (indirect
knowledge.) Pratyaklnana is the knowledge that
the soul gets directly without the help of sense
organs, as the sense organs are impediments to the
attainment of perfect knowledge. However, with a
view to accommodating the traditional views of
other systems of Indian thought, knowledge gained
directly by the soul without the help of the sense
organs was termed as Mukhyapratyaksa, and sense
experience was considered as Samvyavaha-
rapratyaksa. Akalanka has given an exhaustive and
critical analysis of the two types of pratyaksas. He
has also given critical exposition of the ontological
problems of permanence and change, unity and
diversity and the one and the many.
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Dravyarthikanaya leads to the unity and
paryayarthikanaya presents the distinctions. The
Jaina view of reality is comprehensive. Reality cannot
be considered as mere unity nor mere diversity. It
is unity and diversity. It is equally diversified. Similarly
it is both eternal and non-eternal — eternalif looked
at from the synthetic point of view, and non-eternal
from the practical point of view (vyavaharanaya).
Akalanka gives a critical exposition of the various
forms of knowledge, like mati, smrti, samjna and
cinta. In the latter half of Laghiyastraya Akalaka bas
discussed the logical and epistemological
implications of pramanya and naya along with the
fallacies involved therein. Nayabhasa has been
critically examined. In this part, he has considered
the presentation of the nature or reality given by
theother Indian systems of thought from the
different nayas. And to assert the exclusive truth of
theexpression of reality from a particular point of
view is to be dogmatic. It is ekanta. For the
Absolutist, assertion of reality as One. The Buddhist
gives emphasis on the changing nature of reality as
fundamental considered from the point of view of
moments. Both give partial views of truth, not the
whole truth. But to insist on the exclusive and the
full truth for these presentations would be
dogmatism and ekanta. The Logical positivists and
the school of Analytic philosophy give the view of
reality from point of view of linguistic analysis
(sabdanaya). But it is not the whole truth. Akalanka,
in his Laghiyastraya, has given an exhaustive and
critical account of the logical and epistemological
problems concerning the nature of reality in the
light of his discussions of the problems in other
schools of Indian philosophy.

In the Niksepa Visaya Akalanka has discussed
the problem regarding the nature and function of
niksepa. One can strive for self-realisation through
the understanding of the fundamental principles of
Jainism by means of pramana, naya and niksepa.
One can also understand the nature of jivadravya
through the comprehension of the many facts of a
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thing. Akalanka has made subtle distinction between concepts.

the assertion of the many facets of a thing and the The Siddhiviniscayais a comprehensive and critical
assertion regarding the nature of a thing from a treatise on logic and metaphysics, although the
particular point of view. The former predication is emphasis is primarily on the discussion of logical
the pramanavakya while the latter is the nayavakya. and epistemological problems. Akalanka by his three
The pramanavakya is the comprehensive predication works on logic has established himself as the
of the nature of a thing as for example the statement  undisputed master of logic and the relentless critic
‘Syadjivaeva’presents the predication of the oftheinadequaciesin the theories of other schools
Jivadravya. It is called ‘sakaladesa’ predication. of Indian thought.

Nayavikya presents the predication of a facet of the Now we come to his two important commentaries
nature of Jivadravya, for example from a particular which have brought him fame as philosophical
point of view. ‘Syadastijivah’ is predication of this commentator. The Tattvarthavarittika-sabhasya and
types which is called Vikaladesa predication. Such the Astasatihave thrown greater light on the
distinction is the special feature of the analysis of subtleties of thought as expressed in the
logical and epistemological concepts made by Tattvarthasutra of Umiswamiand the Aptamimamsa
Akalanka. of Samantabhadra.

Again, Akalanka gives a critical study of the logical Tattvarthavarttika-sabhasyais a unique work
and epistemological problems with special reference  which synthesises the explanatory notes in the form
to the concepts in other Indian systems. In the of varttika and the commentaries on the sutras of
works Nyayaviniscaya, Pramanasamgraha and the Tattvarthasutra of Umaswami. The work is based
Siddhiviniscava the Nyayaviniscyaya has three on the Sarvarthasiddhi of Pujyapada. On the basis
sections and problem of pratyaksa,anumana and of the presentational statements of Sarvarthasiddhi
sabda have been thoroughly discussed. Akalanka Akalanka has formulated the explanatory notes and
has refuted the Buddhist, has commented elaborately on these explanatory

Samkhya and Yoga theories of the characteristics notes. Itis, in fact, a compendium of Sarvarthasiddhi.
or pratyaka. While discussing the theory of inference  And it would be easier to understand the intricacies
he has given a comparative picture of the nature of of the discussions in the Tattvarthavartika-
anumana and the consequent implications of the sabhasyaonly when we have a thorough
validity or the fallacies thereon in the light of the understanding of the Sarvarthasiddhi.
criticism of the theories of inference in other schools Tattvarthavarttika has ten parts based on the
of thought. In the third part of the Nyayaviniscyahe ten chapters of the Tattvarthasutra. The cardinal
bas elucidated the Jaina theory of Agama-pramama note of this work is the confidence of the author to
and refuted the 'apauruseyatva’ of Agamas as present solutions of all the problems in the light of
propounded by the Mimamsakas. He has also the Anekanta attitude, speciallyin discussing the
discussed the nature of moksa and other metaphysical problems. In discussing the
metaphysical problems as the fringe of the logical metaphysical problems raised in the
and epistemological discussions which are the Tattvdrthasutraand in the Sarvarthasiddhi, several
primary problems of thebook. contemporary philosophers of the age have been

Siddhivscaya has twelve parts. It gives a critical referred to, such the Akriyavadins, Ajnanavadins,
study of the same problems of logicaland Vinayavadins and the Kriyavadins. Cosmological
epistemological logical concepts like naya, pramana, problems like the structure ofthe Universe have
pratyksa, pratyabhijna, smrti, jalpaand other logical been elaborately presented. Here we are reminded
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of the exhaustive presentation of the constitution
of the Universe as presented in theTiloyapannatti.
Akalanka has shownhis masterly ability as a logician
and a critic in the Tattvarthavarttika.

Aptamimamsa of AcaryaSamantabhadra is a
scholarly exposition of Anekantdarsana. And
Astasatipresents a critiqgue and an enthusiastic
exposition of the assertions of Acarya
Samantabhadra in the Aptamimamsa. The Astasati
is so called because it contains 800 slokas. This
work presents a critique of the several philosophical
theories like Dvait-advaita, Sasvataasasvata, Daiva-
purusartha and Papa-punya and many other views.
Vigorous presentation of the anekanta view is the
cardinal note of this work.

(IV) The style of Akalanka is tboughtful, cryptic
and difficult to understand. He is more concerned
with the analysis, critical study and with the
presentation of the subtleties of thought than with
the flourish of language. Yet his writings are not
bereft flourish and we find subtle and meaningful

satire against the writings of other schools of
thought.

The writings of Akalanka have been an important
landmark in the development of logic and
metaphysics. His works have contributed to the
effective presentation of the development of Jaina
logic and metaphysics, in the perspective of the
problem in other systems of Indian thought.

Anekanta is the foundational principle on Jainism.
It permeates the very texture of Jaina thought and
life. In the context of the present day development
of logic and linguistic analysis as metaphysical theory,
it would be necessary to study the contributions of
Akalanka afresh in the light of the modern
developments in logic.

Akalanka showed the catholicity of outlook in
understanding the problems of other views of
thought as expressed in the controversies in the
Indian systems of philosophy.
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