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Acarya Amrtacandra ]

Dr. Kamini Gogri

I. Life:

Amrtacandra was a great mystic scholar of the
Nandi Sangha tradition of Mula Sangha of the
Digambara sect. He gives no information about his
worldly life - neither about his parents, family,
birthplace, relatives etc. nor about his Guru, Sangha
and religious lineage. He performed no miracles.
He was neither after name and fame; nor after
siddhis (supernatural powers) but a sincere traveller
on the path to moksa.

On the basis of references to Amrtacandra and
his writings found in the works of other authors
like Pt. Asadharaji - the author of ‘Anagara
Dharmamrta’ and his own commentary
‘Bhavyakumudacandrika’ on it, Acarya Jayasena,
Acarya Ramasena and many others - Amrtacandra
is said to belong to the 10th century A.D. and his
date is agreed to be 962 to 1015 V.S.

In all his works, he has mentioned his name as
Amrtacandra Suri. Pt. Asadharaji in his book
‘Bhavyakumudacandrika’ refers to him as
Thakkuramrtacandrasuri’. This suggests that
Amrtacandrasuri belonged to Thakur family. But
beyond this, we do not know anything about his
worldly life. Dr. Uttamacandra Jain, in his doctored
thesis “Acarya Amrtacandra - Vyaktitva evam
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Kartutva” published by Pt. Todaramala Smaraka
Trust, Jainpur, in 1988, gives a long list of names by
which, he was referred to by other authors.He was
an Acarya - a position higher than Upadhyaya.

lll. Personality :

Though he has mentioned his name at the end
of each of his work, according to the established
convention of that time, he does not claim
authorship. He does not claim any credit of
composing the work. On the contrary, he normally
disclaims any credit for composing a work. His
humility is due to his form conviction that he is
pure consciousness by nature and hence cannot
bring about any change in the Ajiva Tattva. That
shows that he lived on the highest spiritual level of
Niscaya Naya, far above Vyavahara Naya. This can
be seen from what he says at the end of a book.

i. At the end of Atmakhyati, his commentary of
Samayasara, he says,

“The true import of Samayasara is explained or
brought out by words having the power to illumine
the reality. There is nothing of Amrtacandrasuri,
who is engrossed in his own nature”.

ii. In his commentary of Pravacanasara called
Tattvapradipika, he says,

“The universe and the self are really the objects



worth knowing/describing; the description is
expressed through speech, and the knower/
describer is Amrtacandrasuri — Oh men! Don't say
so from delusion. Rather with the help of pure
knowledge arising from the strength of the
knowledge of Syadavada realize the eternal true
nature of the elf and live in the bliss free from all
disturbances”.

iii. He concludes his ‘Purusarthasidhyupaya’ with
the following Gatha:

“Words are made by different letters; sentences
are made of words; sentences make up this sacred
treatise / science. It is not done by me.”

All these quotations express the spiritual level of
Amrtacandra. If we ask, “Is Amrtacandra really the
author of these books?’ The answer is that from
the practical point of view, he has authored the
books but from the transcendental point of view,
he, as the pure soul, does not bring about
transformation in alien substance. Which Naya is to
be accepted?  Amrtacandra says in
Samayasarakalasa.

“One has to keep in mind constantly that
Vyavahara Naya is to accept bondage but acceptance
of Niscaya Naya does not cause bondage. It rejection,
on the contrary, leads to bondage. The final truth
has to transcend these two Nayas. Gathas 142 and
143 explain the one-sidedness of each Naya and
the necessity to transcend them both. Amrtacandra
lived on the spiritual Everest the supreme level
transcending both the Niscaya and Vyavahra.

IV. Amrtacandra’s Contribution to the Jaina
Thought:

e Dr. Hukumchanda Bharill, in his introduction to
Dr. Uttamacanda Jain’s book, points out that
Amrtacandra has contributed to the spiritual
tradition of Kundakunda by writing commentaries
on Samayasara, Pravacanasara and Pancastikaya;
the theoretical tradition of Umaswami by writing
Tattvarthasara and Samantabhadra’s tradition of
writing on Sriivakaciira by writing
Purusarthasiddhyupaya.

e Between Kundakunda and Amrtacandra, there
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were great scholars like Samantabhadra, Pujyapada,
Akalanka, Vidyanandi. But none of them has written
commentaries on the Prakrt works of Acarya
Kundakunda. Amrtacandra is the first scholar to
write Sanskrt commentaries on the three principal
Prakrt works of Acarya Kundakunda.

e The uniqueness of Amrtacandra’s commentary
lies in treating Samayasara, as a Drama. Science or
scientific or logical, theoretical discourse is the most
effective medium for giving accurate information,
for arguments and for justifying a theory. But when
a philosopher wants to bring about a change in the
attitude, in the perspective or outlook of a person,
then poetry, rather than logic, becomes more
effective. Poetry being a delightful sentence appeals
not only to human intellect or thought, but also to
human heart, feelings, emotions, will, attitudes and
thus blings about attitudinal changes. Among poetic
literature, drama is the most delightful because
‘Drama’ is not only read and heard but also seen.
(It is an audio-visual medium). It includes stage,
costumes, acting, music, dance, dialogues etc.
Amrtacandra treatsitas a drama in which the chief
Hero — ‘Self” (Jiva) — appears on the stage (this
world or cosmos) in different characters and in
association with different actors and finally the
drama ends with liberation. It is a very beautiful
metaphor depicting the spiritual career of a Jiva.
The nine topics of aretreated as ‘acts’ in a drama.

ACT | — Scene 1 (1-38):

The first act of the drama is divided into two
scenes. The first scene is called. The first 38 Gathas
are devoted to introducing the stage, the theme,
the drama to the audience. The place is stage. the
spectator is a person with enlightened worldview
and the gathering is of persons with deluded
worldview. Both Jiva & Ajiva are dancing and they
identify with each other as the agent and the act.
They are of different forms. The dance manifests 8
kinds of - Love, Laughter, Pity, Anger, Heroism, Terror,
Disgust, Wonder etc. The deluded cannot
discriminate between Jiva & Ajiva, but the person
with the enlightened worldview knows the
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difference between them and is engrossed in peace
— mom. He tries to convince people of the true
nature of the soul by removing their delusion and
wants them to enjoy peace. With this prelude, the
drama begins.

ACT | — Scene 2 (39-68):

It begins with the entry of Jiva & Ajiva on the
stage as one. Jiva considers itself to be identical
with body, karma, bhavas, etc. which are all
transformations of pudgala / matter. Jiva thinks
about its own nature and realizes that it is different
from pudgala. The act ends with separation of Jiva
& Ajiva and they leave the stage.

ACT Il (69 — 144):

They enter again in the form of iva reflects over
the question as to whether it is - efficient cause of
pudgala, karma, bhava, and realizes that it is only
the knower. It cannot transform itself into what it
is not. It is neither nor. To think that it is and is it
is and is is. It is neither nor. Realizing this, Jiva &
Ajiva give up their roles of and and quit the stage

ACT 1l (145 — 163):

Now karma takes two forms of merit and sin and
enters the stage. But both merit and sin are the
causes of bondage and transmigration and thus,
obstruction to moksa. They enter as distinct but
realize their oneness and leave the stage.

ACT IV (164 — 180): The influx enters the stage,
which is shown as a battleground and self-conceited
conqueror of the whole world . But the soul with
its knowledge remains unattached and unbound.
Thus, Asrava is turned into Nirasrava. The true influx
is ignorance (Ajnana or Mithyatva), which thinks
that one substance can affect the essential nature
of another substance. With the Suddha Naya, there
is Bhavasrava and not Dravyasrava. Amrtacandra
says that, “this is the essence of truth that Suddha
Naya is never to be abandoned. If abandoned, there
is bondage; if not abandoned, there is no bondage”.
Thus, in the face of Suddha Naya, influx leaves the
stage.

ACT V (181 — 192):

Influx is absence of discriminatory knowledge
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about distinction between Jiva & Ajiva. When it
leaves the stage, the discriminatory knowledge,
which is ‘Stoppage of flux” enters the stage. The
Jiva now reflects over one’s true nature — pure
consciousness and hence distinct and unrelated to
passions, karma and no-karma. This is how the true
knower of Self knows the Self. The ignorant, who
lacks 'the discriminate knowledge’ regards the Self
as impure, passionate, bound etc. With the firm
establishment of the dancing with enjoyment leaves
the scene.

ACT VI (193 - 236):

The new inflow of karma stops because of the
firm ‘discriminative knowledge’ which is ‘Right
Knowledge’ Now Nirjara enters the stage . But what
about the Asrava prior to ‘discriminative
knowledge’? All enjoyments and suffering due to
the arising of karma is looked at by such a detached
person as Nirjara - i.e. ‘as purging of past karma’. So
he is not bound by those enjoyments. Such a person
has only Knower-consciousness’, neither agent-
conscious nor ‘enjoyer-consciousness’ Nirjara quits
the stage like a character cured of its infatuation
and filled with peace.

ACT VII (237 — 287):

Bandha — Bondage enters the stage . What is the
cause of bondage? i) Not the existence of particles
capable of being karma; ii) not the action of body,
speech and mind; iii) nor again destruction of living
and non-living. It is the identity of the soul with
passions or attachment to passions that is the cause
of bondage. But the Right Knowledge that no one
kills another; one dies because Ayu-karma is
exhausted; no one can give misery or happiness to
another; it is because of Karmodaya that one suffers
or enjoys. The Muni who is absorbed into self-
contemplation and does not identify himself with
good or bad thought or action is not besmeared or
bound by good or bad karma. This way, Bandha
leaves the stage.

ACT VIl (288 — 307):

Moksa enters the stage.
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Samvar Bhavna :

Interception of Inflow of Karma

Prachi Dhanvant Shah

)

If you have a goal in life that is worth achieving,
it is worthwhile and indigenous to block the inflow
that obstructs this goal in our day-to-day life,
because the goal is more important to achieve than
being neglectful about the obstruction. To achieve
a goal of seeking liberation and attaining moksha,
it is very much essential to protect your soul from
the inflow of Karma in our day-to-day life, by blocking
them. Samvar means blockage and hence,
contemplation of Samvar Bhavna stimulates one’s
consciousness forming a protective shield of
blockage, and thus prevents the influx of karma. In
other words, Samvar Bhavna articulates protection
around the soul as a result, the soul remains
protected and binds less karma. Samvar Bhavna is
considered to be the first significant factor in the
process of liberation of the soul from karmic matters.
Samvara is the opposite and antagonistic counter-
force to Ashrava (which refers to the inflow of karma
into the soul) since it prevents the incoming of new
karma into the soul. When Ashrav Bhavna refers to
the state of soul which attracts karmic matters, i.e
the cause of the bondage of karma, Samvar Bhavna
refers to blockage of those karmic matters which is
attracted by the soul. Thus if the inflow itself is
blocked, the state of the soul will be like an empty
pond without any attached karmic matters. For
instance, if there is a hole in the wall of a room(soul),
all the dirt, dust, and insects (Karmic particles) will
keep flowing in (Ashrav), but if that hole itself is
blocked( Samvar), then there is no question of
anything flowing in.

Jain philosophy has precisely elaborated how one
can practice Blockage of Karma through
contemplation of Samvar Bhavna. Samvar Bhavna
can be practiced in two ways one is Physical or
objective manners where you can restrict your
physical activities that cause violence and prevent
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the inflow of Karma. The second way which can be
more defying is Psychic or Subjective wherein one
consciously strives to stop all the possible passions
through mental activities and which eventually leads
to stoppage of physical and verbal destructive
activities causing direct inflow of karma. This can
be done by practicing five types of Samvar :

e Samyaktva Samvara (right faith)

When your faith is stern your belief becomes
stronger and when your belief is stronger, it would
grip you enough to achieve something bigger in
life. Strong spiritual beliefs and faith in religious
philosophy, along with the urge to practice the same
is an indicator of Samyaktva Samvar. “Right faith
sees the imperceptible, believes the implausible,
and receives the impossible.” Although, Samyaktva
Samvara cannot be achieved overnight and it is
possible to attain the same only in the fourth
Gunasthana (Stage) of spiritual development.

e Vrat Samvara (Self-restraint)

Restraining oneself from desires and sinful
activities certainly accelerates one’s spiritual growth.
Controlling urges and renunciation sinful
propensities are challenging to enforce in this
worldly life. But if one’s goal in life is to seek Spiritual
growth and attain liberation, leading the right path
with the right faith and self-restraint is essential.
Although, practicing and attaining Vrat Samvar is
possible only partially, in the fifth gunasthan ( stage)
of spiritual development, while it can be achieved
fully only in the higher gunasthans (Stages) beginning
with the sixth gunasthan.

e Apramada Samvara (Consciousness or
Spiritual alertness)

Every moment in life that we spend in
consciousness, we become alert of our unconscious
behavior, and would naturally accelerate our higher
consciousness to uplift our soul towards spiritual
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growth. Apramad Samvar contemplates awareness
to fully engage and involve oneself in the activities
of renunciation. This is possible only at the seventh
gunsthan (stage) of spiritual development and
persists in the higher stages.

e Akasaya Samvara (absence of passion)

Being passionate towards worldly desires is the
cause of anger, pride, greed & deceit. All these
passions lead to the indulgence of Karma and the
soul that thrives these passions attracts Karmic
matters. Hence serenity and contemplation of
Akasaya Samvara avail diminishing of these passions.
Eradicating passions from oneself purifies the soul
blocking karmic inflow. Although, this is only possible
at the stage of being vitrag (dispassionate) at the
thirteenth gunsthan (stage) of spiritual
development.

e Ayoga Samvara (calmness of Mental, verbal
& physical activities)

Serenity and calmness of mental, verbal &
physical activities enhance the tranquility of the
soul as a result of which the soul will be void of
fluctuation & quivering. The soul would be
undisturbed leading to spiritual growth. This occurs
in the fourteenth gunsthana (stage) of spiritual
development.

Further, Samvar Bhavna can be practiced by some
practical approaches. This is explained & classified
in a simplified manner by Jain philosophy. To be
precise, as per Jain literature, there are fifty-seven
practical ways that one can implement in their daily
life to block the inflow of Karma and attachment of
karmic particles. Although this is more applicable
and practical to be implemented by monks who
have renounced worldly life, it is not impossible to
be followed by shravakas and shravikaas in their
day-to-day life as well. Though living in worldly life,
it could be very challenging to completely practice
Samvar Bhavna and block all possible Karmas, but
here, the purpose is to block as much inflow of
Karma as possible, rather than just closing the door
of possibilities. This would lead to a minimal inflow
of karma. Hence, one can follow and implement
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these ways as much as one can living in worldly life.
These practical approaches as described in Jain
literature are, 5 Samitis, 3 Guptis, 10 Yati Dharma,
12 Bhavnas, 22 Parishahajaya, & 5 Charitra.

e Five Samitis

Samitis can be explained in common words as
Carefulness or continued awareness in our day-to-
day activities especially in reference to non-violence.
There are five ways one can be aware of their
actions.

1) Irya Samiti - Be conscious of practicing non-
violence while walking such that you do not harm
any visible living being. This also refers to minimizing
movements and performing religious duties such
that unknowingly also you do not harm invisible
living beings in your surroundings.

2) Bhasa Samiti - Be mindful of your speech
such that you do not cause any violence through
your speech and deliver a sinful utterance.

3) Esana Samiti - Be alert and apprehensive while
receiving food and water from others such that it is
free from blemishes and free of religious restrictions.

4) Adhana nikshep samiti - Be careful in receiving
and keeping things after examining the place in
which they are to be placed.

5) Utsarga samiti - Be meticulous and attentive
in choosing a place of disposal.

e Three Guptis

Practicing Samitis is not possible without
understanding and in support of Guptis. Guptis is
the first way of inhibiting the influx of karmic matter
(samvara). It is explained as control and calmness
towards non-virtuous activities by disciplining our
mind ( Mano Gupti ), body ( Kaaya Gupti ), and
speech (Vachan Gupti).

e Ten Yati Dharma

This is the third way of inhibiting karmic inflow.
There are ten types of dharma which are passionless
modes of conduct :

1) Forgiveness; 2) Release from greed; 3)
Straightforwardness; 4) Gentleness; 5) Lightness;

6) Truthfulness; 7) Self-restraint; 8) Penance; 9)
Renunciation ; 10) Celibacy
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Practicing these dharmas in one's day-to-day life
controls one's passions and stops the unnecessary
activities of mind, speech, and body. It leads a person
to emancipation.

e Twelve Bhavnas, Anupreksha
(Contemplation)

Anupreksha is a kind of meditation. Reminding
oneself of bhavnas accelerates practicing the same
in our daily life. There are twelve types of
anupreksha, Bhavnas i.e. concepts to meditate upon
namely; impermanence, helplessness,
transmigration, loneliness, distinctness of soul from
the body, the impurity of the body, an influx of
karmas, inhibition of karmas, shedding of karma,
righteousness, the cosmos, and the difficulty of
attaining enlightenment. By practicing
contemplation one becomes thoroughly detached
and is able to attain the highest form of liberation.

e Twenty two Parisahajaya

This requires enduring twenty-two parisaha
(hardships). These endurances as described in
scriptures are by controlling hunger, thirst, cold,
heat, resisting insect bites, nudity, boredom, women,
travel, sitting and the posture for practicing
austerities, the sleeping place, indignation for
reproach, injury caused by others, seeking alms,
lack of gain, physical ailment, the touch of thorny
grass, dirt, honor and reward, lack of intelligence
and loss of faith. These are arbitrated in order to
facilitate the strict observance of the vows and the
weakening of karmic bondage. One should endure
all these hardships with an approach to inhibit the
inflow of karma.

e Five Chaaritra (right conduct)

Your conduct exhilarates your character and being
in the state of equanimity through spirituality is
the right conduct. Your right conduct contours your
Chaaritra. In order to explain this in detail, Jain
scriptures have classified right conduct into five
categories of Chaaritra. Of these, the first one is
applicable to common people and the remaining
four are meant to be followed by Monks - those
who have renounced worldly life.
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1) Samayik Chaartira - Applicable to common
people, explains the right form of conduct by
remaining in equanimity for a certain period of
time, minimum 48 minutes

2) Chhedo-Pasthaapana Charitra - To live a life
of an ascetic

3) Parihaara - Vishuddhi Charitra - To follow a
distinctive type of penance to be conducted by an
ascetic to be conducted in a remote place away
from worldly life.

4) Sukshma Samparaaya Chaaritra - To live a life
of an ascetic free of any kind of Kashaayas

(Deceit, ego, anger, greed ) and with only one
desire to attain Moksha.

5) Yathaakhyaata or Vitaraaga Charitra - Living
a life of Kevali. One who has attained the highest
peak of spirituality & attained liberation. Living life
in serenity free of any form of passion.

Consider any object in your house that is very
precious to you such that you want to preserve
that for a long time. We implement all the possible
ways to protect it from dirt and wear off. Either we
wrap it with a protective plastic case or we keep it
safe in a box or whatever way it be. Then, even if
we pour water or throw dirt over this protective
box or plastic case, the object will remain unaffected
and will be just as safe. On the other hand, forgetting
about these worldly materialistic greeds and
attachments, have we ever thought that our Soul is
the most precious gift we have in this life? To protect
our soul from all forms of impurities, karmic particles
ought to be our priority and endeavor of this human
life. We need to have a protective case around our
soul such that whatever soever, our soul will remain
unaffected by any forms of Karamas. This protective
case that would block the inflow of Karama is
through Samvar Bhavna. Contemplation of Samvar
Bhavna would accelerate evil thoughts, and one
would become absorbed in achieving spiritual
knowledge, meditation, etc.

Our soul is prone to wander in the worldly affairs
living in this worldly life. So many delusions and
false distractions around us would certainly attract
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karmic particles and cause an inflow of Karma. But
it is up to us and our choice if we wish to block this
inflow or just ignore the inflow and keep welcoming
Karmic particles to get easily attached to our soul.
We do not acumen the existence of us through our
soul but we identify ourselves with the outer physical
body that we represent ourselves with. First, you
need to interrogate who you are. Your existence is
through your soul which resides in this body of
yours. Your responsibility is to purify your soul and
keep it protected from any form of inflow of Karma
so as to break the cycle of death and birth, so as to
overcome sufferings so as to achieve liberation and
justify this human birth through spirituality.

One who is adamant and desirous for salvation

must make arduous efforts to progressively stop
the influx of new karmic particles to the soul.

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “Non-violence is not

to be used ever as the shield of the coward but it is

the weapon of the brave”. So let us use this weapon

to protect our soul and block the influx of karma, to

seek serenity and liberation. Let us practice

spirituality through mind, speech, and action and

conquer the goal of this human life.
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Contact: 49, wood ave, Edison,

N.J. 08820, U.S.A.

prachishah0809 @gmail.com
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