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Hemchandracharya

[ Dr. Kamini Gogri ]

Hemacandracarya occupies a significant place
in the history of Jainism. There was hardly s branch
of literature to which he did not contribute. Not
only his contemporaries but the whole subsequent
history of Jainism was influenced by him. The place
and the period to which he belonged, provided him
the fullest scope to manifest his potential.
Historical Background:

Gujarat has been a stronghold of Jainism for
centuries. The kings of Gujarat followed tolerant
religious policy. Jainism was followed by influential
section of population, hence even though the kings
themselves were not Jainas, they considered it their
duty to patronize Jainism. The medieval period of
Jaina history starting from eighth century onwards,
was the period marked by significant achievements
in art and literature. Further, the 12thcentury was
indeed the golden age for Jainism in western India,
particularly Rajasthan and Gujarat. The kings openly
patronized the Jaina saints and authors.
Life-sketch of Hemacandracarya:

Hemacandracarya was born on full-moon day of
Kartika in V.S. 1145 (1088 A.D.) in Dhandhuka near
Ahmedabad in a Modha family. Father Cacadeva
and mother Pahinidevi named their child Cangdeva.
He was initiated in Jainism at the age of eight by
the famous Jaina monk Devacandsuri. After Diksa,
Cangadeva was renamed ‘Muni Somacandra’. Within
a few months, he mastered poetry, logic and
literature. It is said that he could learn and recite
1000 slokas in one day. His progress in the literary
field was also accompanied by progress in the
spiritual field. At anyoung age of 21 he was elevated
to the position of Acarya, the highest spiritual
position in Jainism, in 1110 A.D. Thereafter he
became known as Hemacandracarya.

Literary Works of Hemacandracarya:

The literary contribution of Hemacandracarya

has been so extensive that hardly any field of study
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was left untouched by him. It is said that he wrote
thirty-five million slokas in his lifetime. He has
written so many subjects that he could be called
Grammarian, philosopher, thinker, religious leader
and historian, and he has played all these different
roles with dextelity.

His work on Grammar, viz. Sabdanusasana, is a
very practical and easy grammar for the students
of Sanskrit language. In a similar work, he deals
with Prakrt grammar. His expertise was extended
to the field of writing dictionaries like
‘Abhidhanacintamani’ and encyclopedias like
Nighantusesa, which contains the botanical names.
Among the scientific works of Hemacandra, his
Anusasana Series — theKavyanusasana and the
Chandonusasana- deserves special mention. His aim
in writing this series was to provide authoritative
works on subjects like poetics. His Sanskrit
‘Dvyasrayakavya’ ranks him as a historian where he
traces the history of Gujarat and in particular the
history of CalukyaDynasty. The voluminous work of
Hemacandra is TrisastisalakapurusaCarita which
describes the lives of 63 great men.

As Hemacandra wrote chiefly in Sanskrit, his name
was held in high esteem by educated Hindus as
well as Jainas. No Acarya since Hemacandra has
ever wielded so great an influence. For the
perfection he attained in the creation of literature
on variety of topics, he was titled as
‘Kalikalasarvajna’, i.e. Omniscient of the Kalikala.

Hemacandra’s contribution to Jaina Philosophy:

Though a versatile writer, Hemacandra being a
Jaina Acarya, had a natural bias for Jaina religion.
His contribution to Jaina religion is no less significant.
We find the discussion of the main principles of
Jainism mainly in his three works — Yogasastra,
Pramanamimamsa and Anyayogavyava-
cchedaatrimsika. Yogasastra, deals with the
Sravakacara. Pramanamimamsa is a comprehensive



work on Logic, and the last one points out the
defects of the other systems of Indian philosophy.
More than any other Jaina writer, Hemacandra had
a gift for marshalling of facts and for their clear and
orderly exposition. He had even greater mastery as
far as the presentation, discussion and compilation
of the subject matter was concerned, but this could
not be said in the case of originality.

His work ‘Yogasastra’, is the most valuable
contribution to the study of Jaina yoga. It is an
encyclopedic compilation on the duties of laymen
and ascetics. He wrote this manual for King
Kumarapala. Such manuals known as Sravakacara —
laymen’s conduct - had been written for many
centuries. In Yogasastra, Hemacandra skillfully
synthesized the various practices and doctrines
found in these earlier manuals, and as a result,
Yogasastra has set the pattern for all subsequent
Sravakacara texts especially for Svetambara
tradition.

Yoga, according to Hemacandra, is the cause of
final emancipation and consists in the threefold
jewels of Right Faith, Right Knowledge and Right
Conduct (Yogasastra: 1-15). He makes it clear that
when passions are destroyed, there is an experience
of pure state. That is Right Faith, Right Knowledge
and Right Conduct. (Yogasastra: 4-2).

Hemacandra has used the word Yoga in the sense
of joining (samyoga) while Patanjali’s Yogasatra views
Yoga more in the sense of concentration. It must be
pointed out here that earlier Jaina texts, e.g.
Tattvartha Sutra, define Yoga as actions of body,
speech and mind (6-1). It was Haribhadra in the
8thcentury who spoke of Yoga as that which joins
the soul with moksa (Yogabindu - 33).

Hemacandra’s concept of Yoga follows this line.
There are also other influences on
Hemacandracarya. Emphasizing on the three jewels
and meditation, he has discussed in detail, five
Mahavrattas, twelve Anuvrattas, five Samitis, three
Guptis and twelve Anuprelcyas. He truly represented
his age and yet within this frame, he synthesized
the views of previous Jaina Acaryas on Yoga.
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Hemacandra and the History of Gujarat :
Hemacandra’s influence was not restricted to
the field of literature. He occupies animportant place
in the histoly of Gujarat, At that time, the Calukya
King Siddharaja Jaisimha was ruling Gujarat.
Hemacandra was appointed as the spokesman of
the Jaina community atAnhilvadaPotana to welcome
the great Calukya King on his return from famous
victory in Malwa. When the King met
Hemacandracarya, in the very first meeting, he was
impressed by the poetic qualities of Hemacandra,
and invited him to be the court Pandit and the
court Annalist in the Royal capital. On the orders of
the King, Hemacandra compiled a new grammar,
which acquired fame as Siddha-Hema-
SabdanusasanaSiddharaja was so delighted that he
placed it before him on the elephant and took it to
the state treasury. Also, the King engaged three
hundred copyists for three years to transcribe it
and sent the copies all over India. Gradually due to
the influence of Hemacandracarya, the King became
inclined towards Jainism. He exercised equally
powerful influence on Siddharaja’s successor
Kumarapala, who got converted to Jainism. This
was a turning point, not only in the life of
Kumarapala, but also in the history of Gujarat.
Kumarapala listened to the sermons of Acaryaand
tried to make Gujarat a model state by removing
the prevailing vices. Not onlydid he himself refrained
from killing, flesh-eating and hunting, but forbade
the destruction of life in his kingdom. Animal
sacrifices were stopped, drinking and gambling were
prohibited. Thus, due to the influence of
Hemacandracarya, Gujarat witnessed non-violent
revolution. Kumarpalashowed his further zeal for
Jainism by erecting numerous temples and taking
the twelve vows of a Jaina layman. He raised the
tone of public morals, established peace, safety
and good government in Gujarat.
UnderKumarpalalianism became the syate religion
of Gujarat and its headquarters were no longer to
be found in the district of Bihar, its birth place, but
was transferred to the dominions of this Jaina King.



Hemacandra in the Social Context:

Like the early Jaina writers, Hemacandra, in his
work Yogasastra, has criticized the contact with
women and pointed out the obstacles arising out
of such a situation. According to Hemacandra,
women are the “torches on the way to the gate of
the hell, the root of all troubles and the primal
cause of dissentions.”But that did not mean that it
aimed to degenerate the position of woman. On
the contrary, King Kumarapalagave up the practice
of confiscating the property of a man dying without
a male successor. Such properties, which were earlier
confiscated by the state, were now allowed to be
inherited by widows. To some extent, this
contributed to the betterment of the position of
women.

Hemacandracarya’s discussion of the
Sravakadharmai.e. duties of householder fits
perfectly in the social context. He discusses the
thirty-five qualities of Sravaka in detail in his
Yogasastra. The list includes qualities like earning
one’s living lawfully, keeping one's expenditure
within the limits of one's income etc. No wonder,
the cultivation of these qualities paved the path for
spiritual progress, but beyond this, they were
intended to make the person of a distinct character
and a good law-abiding citizen. This way, social

perspective was beautifully synthesized with the
religious one.
Hemacandra’s Religious Tolerance:

Itis true that Hemacandra had perfect dedication
towards Jaina principles but he was equally tolerant
of other religions. By no means was he narrow-
minded in his religious approach. One incident which
is well-known, can be cited as an example, where
he recited the prayers in praise of Mahadeva without
rejecting his Jaina loyalties in the form of
Mahadevastotra.

On the whole Hemacandracarya was one of the
most intellectual priest of his times. There is little
doubt that Hemacandra was the wonder of his age,
and his epithet, Kalikalasarvajina, was fittingly
bestowed on him. He had extensive and accurate
knowledge of many branches of Hindu and Jaina
learning combined with great literary skill and an
easy style. His contribution is considered very special,
foe he spread the Jaina message of non-violence
throughout the country. He occupies the place of a
great scholar in the history of Indian literature and
a great Acarya in the history of Gujarat. Under the
rule of Hemacandra, Jainism reached its Zenith and
after his time, its influence declined.
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