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Lokaswaroop Bhavana :

Reveal The True Nature Of the Universe

Prachi Dhanvant Shah

“This innocent soul is ignorant of its origin and
existence”

Don’t we often wonder where we came from?
What was our life like at our last birth? Where
would we go from this birth? Of Course, this relates
to our soul and not our physical body! Jain
philosophy explains that this soul transmigrates from
one birth to another as per the karma attached to
its soul and pertains to one destiny (Gati) to another
unless the soul is free from all the karmas and
attains liberation. i.e., as explained by Jain
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philosophy, there are four Gatis - Human, Plant or
animal, Heavenly being, and Hellish being, every
soul emigrates through these Gatis unless and until
it detaches all the attached Karmin particles. We
also might try to illustrate these Gatis and wonder
about the structure of this Universe. This structure
is described as Lok in Jain philosophy. Our universe
is truly an architectural marvel and through the
study of Cosmology and layout of Lok (Universe), as
explained by Jain doctrines, we can extricate our
baffled mind from such questions and baffles.



Bhagwaan Mahavir when attained Kevalgyaan
and pronounced the right knowledge through his
first sermons (Deshana) he emphasized this
ignorance of the soul being unaware of its existence
and its advent into this universe. This led to the
structural layout of this Universe through which
one can discern the existence of the cosmos. This
Jain terminology is described as Lok Swaroop which
comprises 14 Rajlok. In other words, Lok Swaroop
is the framework of this universe. Through this
comprehensive understanding, one can identify the
purpose of their existence and understand the true
nature of its soul. That being said this knowledge
would emphasize one's determination to strive on
the path of liberation and spiritual upliftment. “Let
the soul decide where it ought to lead”.

In life, to attain the right path and seek liberation,
it is very much vital to implement what is worthy of
knowing, what's worthy of leaving and what is
worthy of following. Once we identify and
implement this in life, one can get a brighter picture
and solution to living an ideal life so as to attain
liberation from the cycle of birth and death. But to
visualize and parenthesize the same, one needs to
cogitate and analyze the existence of its soul. Decide
in which direction you want your soul to lead and
where do you want your soul to reside. For instance,
when you go on a trip and you have a list of
destinations to visit but based on your choices and
feasibility, you would want to choose the destination.
And then you would want the proper direction and
map to reach the said destination. Similarly, in this
universe, it is up to us to decide where we would
want our soul to dwell and how can we attain the
eligibility to implement the same. But before we
analyze the same, we need to have a map of this
universe, and to explain this map, Jain doctrines
have elaborated the framework of this universe
which is termed as Lok. It is well said that “While
great art makes you wonder at times, a great design
makes things clearer”. Contemplation and desire to
follow the right knowledge and path in life might
make you wonder as to how-to, and where to, but
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a clear layout and design of this universe would
certainly make things clearer and wiser. One of the
Bhavnas as illustrated in Jain philosophy is
Lokswaroop Bhavna which is relevant to the nature
of Lok, and contemplation of this Bhavna augments
our mind and invigorates the reason why we must
strive hard to attain Nirvana or Moksh. But to
contemplate this Bhavna, we must first understand
the layout and outer structure of this Lok - Universe.
It is essential to gain knowledge of this cosmos
before we contemplate attaining liberation. Without
the right knowledge, persuasion and practice are
ineffectual.

LOK (Cosmos) : One of the Jain logos itself
represents the structure of Lok which resembles
the shape of a man standing with legs wide apart
and arms around his waist resting. This structure is
broad at the top, narrow in the middle, and again
broad at the bottom. It is explained that this universe
is filled with substances called “Dravya” which are
further broadly categorized into Jiv ( Living beings)
& Ajiv (non-living beings). The elements of Lok which
are identified as six substances - Dravyas are -
Dharmastikaay( Principle of  Motion),
Adharmastikaay ( Principle of Rest), Akashaktikaaya
(Space), Pudgalakastikaaya (matter), Kaal (Time) &
Jivastikaaya ( Living beings ). Here Dharmastikaay
and Adharmastikaya themselves are not motion and
rest respectively, but they facilitate mode of motion
and rest to other bodies such as soul or materials
and they are believed to pervade the entire universe.
Pudgal, which is the matter, is predominant with
the basic fundamental qualities of touch, taste, color
& smell. Kaal, which is time, represents change &
Jivastikaaya beholds the basic quality of
consciousness. All living beings are blessed with
this sense of Conciousness. Beyond or around this
Lok exists Alok (Supracosmos) which is filled with
only one substance and that is Akash (Space) and is
infinite. All these Dravyas are enduring, immortal,
and indestructible but are bound to undergo
transformation.

The structure of Lok is divided into three levels:



on top is the Urdhva Loka (upper cosmos) where
heavenly beings (Dev) exist, then the Madhya Loka
(middle cosmos) where humans, plants, animals,
etc. resides, and Adho Loka (lower cosmos) which
earmarks hellish (Daanav) beings. The pinnacle of
the upper cosmos remarks Siddhashila which
beholds liberated souls (Siddhas). This is a place
where enormous liberated souls reside in the state
of bliss. Siddhashila is in the shape of a half-moon
arched upward and is made up of Prithvikaaya Jeev
- Ekindriya Jeev ( one sensed being). These Ekindriya
Jeevs, though they are in the place of Siddhashila,
cannot attain liberation and Moksh. The primary
reason being they are one sensed and they do not
have the sense or desire to attain moksha, they do
not have consciousness, and are mithyatva. But,
we as humans are blessed with this sense, and
hence Siddhashila is the place where every soul
should strive to be in and escape the cycle of death
and birth. However, this would be feasible only by
giving up Raga (attractions/greed) & Dwesha
(aversion/avoidance) & pursuing the path of
spirituality with Samyakgyan (knowledge),
Samyakdarsh, and Samyakcharitra (right conduct).
Immersing in the process of identifying our soul
through interrogation and seeking bliss within
oneself and not outside. The upper cosmos - Urdhva
Lok which consists of 26 Devlok in all (12 Devlok, 9
Greveyak, and 5 Anuttar Vimans) is the place where
the soul after attaining Samyaktva can revel in
abundant pleasure. Though the only drawback in
Urdhva Lok is that the soul does not possess the
quality of “Tyaag”, which apparently is possible only
in Madhya Loka (Middle cosmos) where human
beings reside.

The middle level which is the narrower portion
of Lok is the Madhya Lok which consists numerous
amount of islands and oceans but primarily we need
to emphasize only on 2.5 Dvips (Islands) on this
Madhya Lok where humans exists. They are, -
Jambudvip which is surrounded by Lavan Ocean(Salt
— ocean), Ghatki Khand Dvip which is surrounded
by the Kalodadhi ocean (Black sea), and the inner
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half of Pushkara Dvip which is surrounded by
Puskaroda (Lotus Ocean). Human beings reside only
on these 2.5 islands. The earth on which we dwell
at the moment is a very minute portion on
Jambudvip. Jambudvip can mainly be divided into
three primary Kshetras (regions). The top is Airavat
Kshetra where the 1-6 era of the time cycle goes
on. In the center is Mahavideh Kshetra where only
the fourth era of the time cycle goes on and is
always inhibited by Tirthankar Bhagwaan. This place
is always lived-in by a minimum of 20 Tirthankars
or a maximum of 170 Tirthankars. At the bottom is
Bharat Kshetra and here the 1-6 era of the time
cycle goes on. This is the place we exist at the
moment and also there exists 24 Tirthankars. The
earth we reside on is a very tiny portion of this
Bharat Kshetra. These kshetras are considered as
Karma bhumi where there are possibilities of
practicing austerities and spiritualities to seek
liberation. And that being said, we yet have a choice
and chance to choose a path that will take our soul
on the course of liberation and escape the cycle of
death and birth, escape sufferings.

In the structure of Lok, all the way at the bottom
is Adho Lok (lower cosmos) which consists of seven
hells. This place is dominated by Bhavanpati
demigods and hellish beings. Adho Lok pertains to
immense pain and suffering. In this universe, it might
surprise us to learn that our soul has taken infinite
times of births in all these Loks and this soul is
constantly transmigrating in these realms. Only when
this soul attains Samyaktva it would be eligible to
escape this cycle of birth and death and attain
Moksha.

Now that the structure of this universe is clearer,
it prevails the fact that it is time for us to contemplate
and decide where would we want our soul to be
directed to and dwell? | am sure noone wants to go
through the ongoing cycle of pain and suffering. As
practice makes a man perfect, contemplation and
interrogation lead the soul to the right path of
spirituality to seek liberation. Jain philosophy,
through Lokswaroop Bhavna, emphasizes the nature



of Lok and explains the fact that this universe, Lok,
which is made up of the substances (Pudgal) and
living beings (Jiv) are subject to the law of origin,
existence, and destruction. Thus this cosmos is
bound to modification and is transitory and hence
it is fatal to get attached to worldly substances and
materials which are frivolous. At the same time, it
is also the fact that there is no eternal supreme
power responsible for the existence of this universe
and this cosmos operates on its own laws of nature.
This universe is an uncreated and nondestructive
entity as a whole. It might be challenging for some
to accept this fact, as this universe has its own laws
of operation and the innocent human mind is bound
to understand that anything that is governed by set
rules and regulations, has to be created by someone,
leaving them in a dilemma to accept the fact that
no one is a creator or destroyer of this universe.
But at the same time, this human mind also accepts
the fact proposed by science, as per the law of
physics that energy cannot be created nor destroyed.
Hence it is a conceivable fact that this universe is
eternal, but the substances that are present in this
universe are bound to change and transform. Our
soul has to focus on the eternal universe and not
on transitory substances. Contemplation of
Lokswaroop Bhavna makes one realize the fact that
how vast is this entire universe and how infinitely

microscopic is our existence in this universe which
facilities our mind and soul to focus on eternal
bliss, attain samyaktva and seek absolute knowledge
as explained by Bhagwaan Mahavir to pertain
Moksha.

The true nature of the soul is right knowledge,
right faith, and right conduct. The soul so long as
it is subject to transmigration is undergoing
evolution & involution. - Virchand Gandhi

+ 4+
Contact: 49, wood ave, Edison,
N.J. 08820, U.S.A.
prachishah0809 @gmail.com
(+1-917-582-5643)

Note : These days as science evolves and as per
the research of many acharyas and scholars, there
might be a lot of contradictory opinions on the
structure of Lok. But with this article, | have just
tried to express some knowledge on the Universe
as proposed in Jain doctrines ( Aagams). Hence
with my sincere heart, | seek forgiveness “Michaami
Dukkadam” if by any means my words do not justify
anyone’s understandings & knowledge. Also, |
express my sincere kritagyosmi to Samani Dr.Amal
Pragyaji & Param Sambodhiji Mahasatiji for
bestowing me with the knowledge & explanation
on Jain Cosmology

[ Upadhyaya Yasovijayaji Maharaja - A Thinker ]

Dr. Kamini Gogri

He was born around V.S. 1675 in Kanoda
(Gujarat). His father’s name was Narayana &
mother’s Sobhagde. His first name was Jaswant. He
was given LaghuDiksa at Patan by Guru Nyayavijaya
who was also his Vidyaguru. He was named
Jasavijaya Muni. His PakkiDiksa also took place in
the same year, but Guru was Devasuri. He received
Ganipada in V.S. 1701 and was given the name
Yasovijayaji.In V.S. 1699, he performed Avadhana
before the Sangha. SravakaDhanaji was so impressed

UG D]

with the Avadhana that he donated money for
Muniji’s further study at Kasi.

In Kasi: He thoroughly mastered the rich
philosophical heritage of both the Digambaras and
the Svetambaras and became well-versed in all
contemporary systems of Indian philosophy like
Nyaya, Mimamsa, Vaiseika, Sankha, JaiminiSiddhanta
(PurvaMimamsa), Cintamani (Tattvacintamani of
Gangesa), Buddha Siddhanta, Vedanta etc. under
the teaching authority of AcaryaPrabhakara Bhatta,



also known as Kumaril Bhatta. In this respect he
can only be compared with Vidyananda of 9th Cent.
A.D. He was mainly known for his erudite
scholarship. Yasovijayaji was awarded the title of
‘Nyaya Visarada’ and ‘Tarkika’” when he defeated
one of the Sanyasis in disputation.

It is said that he had meditated on the mantra
on the bank of the river Ganga when Goddess
Saraswati gave him the boon of ‘Tarka Siddhi’ and
Kavya Siddhi’. ‘Sat-Grantha’, which contains 2 lakh
slokas with Mula and Tika, is attributed to him.

In Agra: From Varanasi, Yasovijayaji travelled to
Agra city where he studied for four years under the
authority of Nyayacandra and became a master in
TarkaSiddhanta’ and Pramana. His ‘Pothi’
composition was distributed among the school-going
children by Agra Sangha. He defeated, in disputation,
a famous poet of Agra, known as Banarasidasa, by
becoming a critic on his philosophical point view.
After that, the writings of both of them, seem to be
presented in a similar form in ‘Padyakriti’.

It is said that during Muniji’s travel from Agra to
Ahmedabad, many scholars were defeated by him
in disputation. This showed the multi-faceted
character of his intellectual personality.

In Ahmedabada: Muslim Minister
MohabbatakKhana was said to have eagerly awaited
the arrival of Muniji in the city. As soon as Muniji
arrived, he was invited to the palace where he
performed 18 ‘Avadhanas’ before the Minister and
his multisided philosophical genius won him the
degree of ‘Aksobha Pandit’ and was also graded as
‘Upadhyaya / Vacaka’ by his own Guru, Devasuri
Maharaja in V. S: 1718.

Muniji was a great copywriter. His own
composition ‘Nyayacakravrtti’, which contains 18,000
slokas in 309 pages with Mula& Tika, was written
within 15 days with the help of his disciples. This is
a historic record. It is said that his compositions
were all written down by himself.

The reasons for him not being graded as an Acarya
till his last days were; first, his Gacchadhipati was a
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powerful muni; second, he is said to have raised a
hue and cry against backbiters against the will of
his Guru; and last, he had very courageously pointed
out the wrong activities of his Gacchadhipati. He
had given a challenge to prove the same before the
Sangha with the help of scriptures. As a result,
some of the Sravakas became atheists and some of
the Munis became Yatis, which meant, Muniji had
committed a sin for which, he finally apologized in
writing.

As a Thinker:

1) He showed the insignificance of Kriyas and
put emphasis on knowledge.

2) He pointed out the evils prevailing in the
group.

3) He criticized the wicked ones.

4) He had a contact with Anadaghanji Maharaja,
who issaid to be excommunicated from his group..

5) He did not inspire the Sravakas to build
temples etc.

With the above, he historians say, that he made
more enemies than followers. Therefore, no one
preserved his vast literature. His literature contains
Stotras, Cauvisies, Sajjayas, Stavanas, Rasas,
KatharatnaKosa, Philosophical views, etc. in 173
books, mostly in Sanskrit, Hindi & Gujarati.

List of Yasovijayaji’sBooks :

01. AdyatmaPariksa

02. Adhyatma Sara

03. AdhyatmopanisatPrakarana

04. Adhyatmopanisat

05. AnekantaVyavasthaPrakarana

06. AnekantavadamahatmayaVimsika

07. Asprusyagativada

08. AstasahastriTatparyavivarana

09. Atmakhyati

10. Atmasaktiprakasa

11. AdyatmikamataKhandanaPrakarana

12. AdyatmamataPariksaVrtti

13. Aradhaka -
ViorodhakaCaturbhangiPrwakarana

14. UtpadasiddhiVivaranaVadamala



15. UpadesaRahasya

16. UpadesaRahasyaPrakarana

17. Sivsarmaurikaruta ‘Karma Prakrti’ (Malayagiri
Tika and Yasovijaya Tika)

18. KoopadrashantavisasiPrakarana

19. Jaina Tarkabhasa

20. JnanabinduPrawkarana (San.)

21. Jnanasara

22. DravyaGunaParyaya Rasa

23. Jambuswami Rasa

24. Godi Parsvanatha Stotra

25. Nyaya SiddhantaManjari

26. Anekantavada

27. Jaina TarkaParibhasa

28. Vicarabindu

29. Saptabhangi

30. Bara Bhavana

31. Sripala Rasa
Adyatmopanisatprakarana :

Adyatmopanisatprakarana is attributed to
MahamahopadhyayaYasovijayaji, an outstanding
Jaina saint. He flourished towards the end of 17th
Cent. A.D. - beginning of 18th Cent. A.D. Some Jaina
historians opine that he was the last great author,
with whom ended the history of Jaina philosophical
speculation. Gifted with multifaceted philosophical
genius, Yasovijayaji enriched the Jaina philosophical
thought with a number of original contributions.
His writings, large in number and most diverse in
contents, are a standing testimony to the
multifaceted character of his intellectual personality.
He has not given any new doctrine, but his originality
lies in making clear to us, the meaning of the cardinal
doctrines of old Jaina writers, often obscurely
worded and often mutually conflicting. Even his
independent writings are essentially an elaboration
of and an indication of the traditional Jaina doctrines.
However, the presentation of them is genuinely
independent. The mystical side of his sainthood
accompanied by philosophical height is not yet fully
explored by the learned world.

He was extremely reconciliatory of all the systems
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of Indian philosophy. An attempt, which was started
by SiddhasenaDivakara (Circa 5th Cent. A.D.) and
Samantabhadra to reconcile different philosophical
viewpoints, culminated in the writings of Yasovijaya.
History of Jaina logical literature tells us that the
texts belonging to this category are mostly devoted
to the vindication of Anekantavada and general
evaluation and reconciliation of non-Jaina
philosophical viewpoints. In this book also he tried
to uphold the same tradition. He does not stop
there, but goes beyond and speaks like a complete
mystic. This work is the product of the mature mind
of the author, who has tasted the ambrosia of
spiritual experience. In this matter, this work seems
to be a later work of die author.

Adyatmopanisatprakarana is written in beautiful
melodious Sanskrit in 209 verses and contains four
chapters viz. Sastrayogasuddhi, Jnanayogasuddhi,
Kriyayogasuddhi and Samyayogasuddhi. This is a
very important work from the point of view Jaina
philosophy and religion.

The work appears to be a spontaneous expression
of a mystic mind in its attempt to realise the Supreme
Soul. The underlying current of this work is
UmaswatiVacaka’s statement viz., ‘Right Faith, Right
Knowledge and Right Action (Conduct) are the
means of liberation. He goes a step further and
describes the state of Liberation or Moksa (state of
Samata), which is a necessary consequence of
following the path of liberation.

The first chapter is devoted to show the
importance of Right Faith in the words of Jina; Right
Knowledge is glorified in second chapter; importance
of Action is described in third and the last chapter
is dedicated to describe the state of Samata
(Sameness), the undivided blissful state, which is
the result of Right Faith, Right Knowledge and Right
Action. These three gems together constitute one
path and are to be simultaneously pursued. If one
of them is absent, the faith of salvation is incomplete.
Right Faith is responsible for placing a person on
the right path. Right Knowledge illuminates the path



and Right Conduct leads to the goal. Thus, it is
emphatically maintained that all these aspects must
be present in a person if one is to reach his spiritual
goal. It seems that on the basis of the foundation
laid by Umaswati, Yasovijayaji has presented in such
an independent way, that it is very difficult to say
that he is propagating clearly. Let us make a chapter-
wise survey to understand the mind of Yasovijaya.

In the beginning of the first chapter, he explains
the correct meaning of the word Adhyatma.
Adhyatma has two meanings. Evambhuta point of
view (which declares that a thing bears a particular
name only while it performs Action or Kriya which
entitles it to bear that name, not always) means all
kinds of religious or moral activities of the individual
Jiva, which assist in the spiritual advancement of
one’s own Atman or Self. In the second case, Citta
or Antakarana, which is purified by the practice of
virtues in one’s life, such as, friendliness, compassion
etc., is entitled to be called as Adhyatma from the
point of view of Vyavahara and Rjusutra. The first
meaning is concerned with spiritual activity (Kriya)
and the second is with internal purification (Bhava).
But real meaning of Adhyatma is to be understood
on the basis of Anekantavada, which is free from
any kind of contradiction and reconciles different
viewpoint. From Anekanta point of view, Adhyatma
means combination of spiritual activities and the
purification of Citta (i.e. Kriya & Bhava). Then he
tells us that there are many things in the world that
are beyond our sense organs and mere reason,
which have to be understood with the help of
scriptures (Agamas ) utilising reasoning. To achieve
the highest goal, the knowledge of Sastra (authority)
is essential. The scripture; which is possessed of
the governing capacity and irreproachable power
of protection, is called real Sastra and the Sastra is
only the words of Omniscient and not any other:
Since an untruth cannot come out of the mouth of
passionless and desireless Jina, therefore, one must
have the Right Faith in the words of the Omniscient.
Untruth in his words is nothing but the exhibition
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of great ignorance. The Right Faith in his words is
so powerful that it brings attainment of all kinds of
Siddhis. In other words, the highest state can be
obtained by having film faith in the words of
Vitaraga, which is also called as eternal state,
permanent abode, and peaceful state.

The question that arises is that there are many
systems (and their Sastras) and on what basis can
we consider that only the Jaina Sastras are the real
Sastras? Is it not a narrow-mindedness to say that
ours is the only right system? The answer of
Yasovijayaji is that the statement i.e., ‘Jina-Sasana
is the real Sasana”, is not made on the basis of
sectarian approach, but on the basis of examination,
purity and truthfulness of words of all the different
systems (Sastras). Just as gold is tested on touch-
stone by rubbing, cutting and heating, similarly,
genuineness of Sastra is to be determined by Kasa,
Cheda and Tapa. JinaSiisana alone can get through
this severe method of examination. In Kasa-Suddhi,
we have to see whether prescribed injunctions and
prohibitions for one and the same act are non-
contradictory or not! If these are non-contradictory,
then it is real Sastra. For example, Jainism prescribes
injunctions and prohibitions in the case of self-
restraint (Samyama). In this case, injunction is to
observe carefulness in walking, speaking, talking,
food, keeping & receiving things and evacuating
bowels etc. and control of psycho-physical activities
of mind, speech and body, which are known as
Samitis and Guptis respectively. Prohibition is to
avoid injury to all living beings, speaking untruth,
stealing, acquisition and so on. Here injunctions
and prohibitions are for the protection of Samyama,
and not contradictory in nature. Throughout
JinaSasana, the same method is followed. In other
words, JinaSasana prescribes the means of liberation
and obstacles in the path of liberation are prohibited.
This is not the case with other systems (Sastras)
where Artha and Kama are dominant factors and
Moksa is secondary. Secondly, in Jainism, non-
contradictory injunctions and prohibitions are



prescribed to protect particular religious action while
in other systems, injunctions are found contradictory.
Statements like ‘No living being can be injured and
injury done for sacrifices, is not injury’ make that
nature very clear. Such kind of Sastra cannot be
purified by Cheda method. All other Sastras hold
only one-sided view and Anekanta alone reconciles
different view-points giving all-sided meaning of
reality, thus, JinaSasana, which upholds Anekanta
alone is real Sastra. According to it, Atman is one
from the point of view of sub tance and many from
the point of view of modifications. To judge things
from all sides, Anekanta is the only alternative.

Anekantavada is a systematic reconciliation of
different kinds of Nayas. Naya is a partial viewpoint
about reality. It cannot give a complete picture of
a thing. It is right in its own way. But when only one
aspect is taken to be real, then it becomes fallacious,
because reality has many aspects. There is no
contradiction involved and no violation of law of
contradiction in applying opposite predicates to the
same thing in different capacities because they are
applied to its aspects such as matter, state, space
and time. It is seen that mutually contradictory
elements can exist in one and the same thing in
different capacities because they are applied to its
different capacity, such as, the same man is a father
to his son, son to his father, husband to his wife and
So on.

In fact, positive and negative aspects must both
belong to everything. If only positive aspects belong
to it, there would be nothing to distinguish it from
another and all things would become ‘Sat’. If instead,
only the negative aspects belong to a thing, it would
have no intrinsic value. So, production, destruction
and permanence is the nature of Reality and this
many-sided characteristic of reality is the basis of
Anekantavada.

Anekantavada combines all viewpoints and this
is the only way to know the real nature of a thing.
By saying Anekanta is a real method we are not
emphasising Anekantavada in the form of Anekanta,

because, in this, on the basis of context and intention
of the speakers particular viewpoint becomes
dominant and other viewpoint becomes
subordinate. Anekanta is not a single doctrine; it is
a combination of many Nayas and does not uphold
particular viewpoint. Thus, it cannot be said that, it
is also Ekantavada. This is a doctrine of reconciliation
and acceptable to almost all the systems of Indian
philosophy. It harmonises all the conflicting views
and sees unity in diversity.

Yasovijaya beautifully describes how no system
of Indian philosophy can reject Anekantavada.
Samkhya system cannot reject Anekamtavada
because it upholds the view that mutually
contradictory attributes can exist in one and the
same thing by stating that Prakrti consists of Sattva,
Rajas and Tamas. Anekantavada is not unacceptable
to Vijnanavadi Buddhist because he claims - that
Vijnana is one but takes different forms. That means
Vijnana is one and many. Again, Nyayayikas cannot
reject Anekanta because according to them, through
the conglomeration of several mutually exclusive
Rupas belong to a single substance (citrarupa), and
its knowledge is authentic; it is one and many. In
other words, according to Nyaya-Vaisesikas,
Citrarupas can exist in one and the same substance.
PrabhakaraMimamsakas will not object because
they hold that, though knowledge is one, still indirect
knowledge is different from direct knowledge.
Kumaril Bhatta, who claims that reality is both
universal and particular, identity-cum-difference,
upholds the Anekantavada. Even AdvaitaVedantists
cannot refute Anekanta because, for them, Atman
is bound as well as unbound. From the phenomenal
point of view, Atman is bound and Atman is
unbound, ever free, from the transcendental point
of view. The Vedas, upholding the different meanings
of Mantras, would not have any complaint against
Anekantavada. In this way, Yasovijaya tries to show
all pervasiveness of Anekanta doctrine. He mentions
that Materiatist’s (Carvakas) approval or disapproval
of Anekanta is not worth considering because they
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are too ignorant about metaphysical problems.

Yasovijaya points out that both absolute
eternalism and absolute non-eternalism are
unalterable because of their one-sidedness. If Atman
is exclusively eternal, the experience of happiness
and misery will thereby be rendered impossible.
Eternal, (Nitya) means unchangeable. Unless Atman
could pass from one state to another, there cannot
be an experience of happiness and misery, one after
another. Every injury and non-injury, merit and
demerit etc. is not possible, if Atman is taken as
absolutely eternal. Similarly, if Atman is absolutely
non-eternal (Anitya), then merits and demerits,
bondage and liberation become meaningless.
Absolute non- eternity means an end of the law of
retribution, which requires personal identity of the
doer and the enjoyer. So, both these views suffer
from one-sidedness and the truth is that Atman is
neither absolutely real nor absolutely unreal or
changing, but real as well as unreal, eternal as well
as non-eternal. Atman is eternal, never changing.
Atman is eternal, never changing from the point of
view of substance and it is ever changing, non-
eternal from the point of view of modifications.
Viewed from the transcendental standpoint, it is
unchained, but viewed from the phenomenal point
of view, it is chained. It is one from the point of
view of Atmatva, it is many from the point of view
of Sarhsara. This is a proper approach to everything,
which gives correct picture of reality. This approach
is called Anekantavada. The peculiarity of this
doctrine is that it treats all the different viewpoints
(Nayas) impartially like a father. It has no special
affection towards any single Naya. Ignorant of this
fact many others cli.ticise it as a method of doubt
and so on. Really speaking, one who is aspirant of
liberation, must have, not only emdite scholarship
of this Jaina Sastra, but have firm faith in it.
Jnana Yoga Suddhi :

The second chapter deals with the importance
of knowledge and the consequences of its practical
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aspects. Mere knowledge of Sastras cannot lead to
the highest goal. The main aim of Sastras is to give
a dear idea about the reality and to show the path
to realise it. But, on its own, it does not bestow the
realisation of Atman. Realisation is a result of
practice of those principles taught by the Siistras. It
is a matter of personal experience. This highest
goal is achieved by thinking that everything is a
play of matter like magical figures produced by
magicians and meditating on qualities of the Atman.
The Muni who is engrossed in the knowledge of
the Atman, cannot have attachment towards worldly
objects. Atman is self-luminous and realisation of
Atman is real happiness. To attain this highest
happiness is in one's own hand. Running after
worldly things means invitation to misery. Thus,
realisation of self-luminous Atman is a state supreme
happiness, which cannot be described in words and
cannot be compared with any mundane pleasure,
such as embracing one's beloved or anointment of
body with sandalwood.

In describing the nature of Atman, Yasovijay
follows the Upanisadic path. He even quotes
Upaniadas. Atman is pure consciousness and this
characteristic demarcates Atman from other objects.
Atman is really indescribable, beyond thought and
words and independent from all kinds of objects.
This Atman is pure Brahman and it cannot be known
through even thousands of arguments of Sastra. It
can only be realised by direct, pure experience.
This non-dual experience of Brahman cannot be
gained either by scriptures or mind or intellect. It is
indescribable, undivided experience. It is the highest
state - Turyavastha, which is beyond the states of
waking, dreaming and deep sleep. Existence of
Atman cannot be logically demonstrated but it is
felt within. Realisation of Atman is called Svasamaya
(Transcendental State). Atman is pure consciousness
by nature, free from all kinds off blemishes. This so
called impurity is superimposed on Atman by Karmic
matter. When the conception of duality about



Brahman (such as pure and impure Atman) vanishes,
then there remains a non-dual / pure Atman. Here
our author speaks like Advaitin by stating that
Brahman is the highest universal in which all divisions
born out of different view-points merge, like waves
of ocean produced by ghastly winds, which
ultimately merge in the ocean. This highest universal
touches all the six substances on account of
substantiality. But from the phenomenal point of
view, particulars are accepted for practical purpose.
Finally, Yasovijaya wants to say that nature of Atman
is ‘Existence’, Consciousness & Bliss”. It is non-
contradicted by any kind of reasoning because it
transcends all reasoning. It is a matter of yogic
perception. Just as a small girl cannot understand
the pleasure derived from the husband, similarly,
the bliss, which is produced by yogic method, cannot
be known by ordinary people.

In this chapter itself, Yasovijaya says that, in the
beginning aspirants of liberation must follow self-
restraint, celibacy etc. when they become really
competent, then only the real nature of Atman and
everything is Brahman etc. must be taught. To teach
‘Everything is Brahman’ from the very beginning is
dangerous because an incompetent cannot
understand such a high levelthought and it may
lead him to self-destruction. Thus, Guru must be
careful in imparting his knowledge.

Kriya Yoga Suddhi :

Third chapter is devoted to explain the
importance of action. Yasovijaya sometimes speaks
in terms of Bhagvadgita. He states that even after
the realisation of the Self, the realised person
perfonns actions, but he is unaffected by those
actions. He performs actions for the benefit of
others. His actions are ideals for the society. He
who wants to achieve the highest goal, must follow
the religious and moral duties. Without action,
without practice, having just the knowledge is futile.
Without walking, just by standing at one place, no
one can reach his destination. So, without conduct,
knowledge cannot lead us to our destination. Actions
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are to be performed to develop spiritual qualities
and to keep Sarilyama. Following the code of
conduct only, one attains a state of Sthitaprajna.
Wrong knowledge is destroyed by both the Right
Knowledge and the Right Action. So, both have to
be simultaneously pursued. There are some
hypocrites in the world who claim that knowledge
alone is enough to lead us to self-realisation and
action is not necessary. Really speaking, they are
neither Jnanis nor men of action. Equal respect is
to be shown to both knowledge and action.

SamyayogaSuddhi :

In the fourth chapter, Yasovijaya describes the
state attained by the Yogi. An aspirant of moksa
riding on the chariot of sameness along with
knowledge and action, reaches the transcendental
state. It is the state of desirelessness and equanimity.
He is unmoved by any kind of worldly attraction.
This state itself is like blissful ocean. In this state all
kinds of illusions vanish. Reaching this state, one
enjoys only bliss, nothing else. To reach the state of
sameness (Samatva) one has to give up ‘mine’ness
(mamatva). In this state Atman shines in its pristine
purity. In this state of permanent bliss, neither
worldly pain nor pleasures exist. It is a state of
liberation. Yasovijaya tells us that for common
people Samata is a means to achieve liberation,
but for the liberated, it is a state of liberation itself.

This work of the author is undoubtedly, an
outcome of profound knowledge and experience.
He originally can be seen to be presenting the same
old ideal presented by Umaswati in a different and
convincing manner. He tries to reconcile different
philosophical viewpoints on the basis of
Anekantavada. Yasovijaya’s speciality here is, like
Upanisada sages, he describes his mystical
experience in similar terms. This book of the learned
author is a very important contribution to philosophy
and deserves more attention of the scholars of
comparative religion and philosophy.
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