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PREFACE.

The present edition of segww’s sHaT@Hw is chiefly
based on the two following MSS.

A—22 £ x 17 1. x 56 aksaras, dated Samvat 1960;
B—24 £. x 17 1 x 54 aksaras, dated Samvat 1954.

Both these MSS. are modern copies of older MSS. and
I have obtained them from private libraries in India
through Professor Dr. Jacobi, to whose kindness I am
indebted if I was enabled to undertake the edition of the work.
Indeed, as it seems, the MSS. of the gryrasmig are very rare
in India and the work itself, though quoted in the philosoph-
ical Jaina literature and enjoying a great consideration, has
not been edited till to-day and has been nearly unknown to
the modern Jainas. For instance, it is not quoted by H. L.
Jhaveri in his First principles of the Jain philosophy,
London 1910 (a treatise on the fundamental tenets of
Jainism ), though some chapters of the gRzgamw bear a
direct relation to subjects which have been dealt with in
the book of H., L. Jhaveri ( see chapt. II-IV on the ggargh ).

‘While the text was in the press, I received a transcript
(C)ofa MS. prepared for the Jain Dharma Prasaraka Sabha.
So far as I can judge comparing this transeript with the
two above mentioned copies A and B, I find that C agrees
almost entirely with B, so that I come to the conclusion
that both the MSS. of which B and C are the copies, derive
very probably from the same original. We have therefore
two different manuscript traditions, represented one by A
and the other by B and C; but the differences between them
are not of such a nature, as to make it difficult to establish
with certainty the form of the text.

The s¥graara is mentioned by qura at the end of the
chapter on Jwwr in his qgzstmag=ad@r (p. 265 of my
edition in the Bibliotheca Indica ), as a qdmey of the
Cvetambara Jainas. The book therefore must have enjoyed
much reputation even at the time of spurra, since this author
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in the short bibliographical review with which he -ends
each chapter of his work, mentions only the most important
texts of the various philosophical schools.

The giarasi is attributed to é-.;g-qw, in the second of
the opening verses and at the end of the text. This is the
only explicit hint, but such that we may safely trust it, I
cannot therefore accept the words of S. C. Vidyabhiishana
( Medioev. Logic, p. 46 ), “ He was the author......... possibly
also of the two logical treatises called the Prameyaratna
koca and Nyayavatara-vivrti.” Regarding the life of s,
the chief item is that given by ww@m and quoted by
Bhandarkar, Report 1883-84, p. 147. “In Rajasri’s
Karnaviraka there were four fellow-pupils, viz
Chandraprabha, Munichandra, Manadeva and Santi. In
Samvat 1149 Sridhara, a Jaina, wishing to set up at great
expense an idol of Jinendra, asked Chandraprabha the
elder to direct Munichandra the younger who was well
known to all to take part in the religious ceremonies,
Chandraprapbha being jealous said that a Sadhu could not
take part in the proceedings; laymen only could do so. This
ruling about SrAvakapratishthA was disregarded and failed
to draw any followers. So in Samvat 1159 Chandraprabha on
one occasion said he had a vision of Padmévati the previous
night and she had directed him to prove to his followers
the truth of the srivakapratishthd and the Plirnimépakshika
( the observation of the Pakshika, literally, on the full moon-
day but actually on the last days of both the halves of a
month ) and their existence from time immemorial. Thus
arose the Paurnamfiyapikshikas.” We can therefore lay
down with certainty the dateas Samvat 1159 or 1102 A. D.,
80 that we are entitled, without fear of mistake, to place
the life of our author between the end of the 11th century
and the beginning of the 12th. This is what we know for
certain. e was born according to S. C. Vidyébhishana
('p. 45) iu Guzerat. Bhandarkar says (p. 148 )
that “Tilakécharya the author of a Pratishthakalpa
was a follower of Chandraprabha’s sect”, and that *the
Pékshikasaptati was written by Munichandra for the
edification of Chandraprabha ”. Professor Peterson, Report
1886-92 p. XXVII, adds that he was “pupil of Jayasimhastiri
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and guru of Dbharmagosha......... author of the Darsa-
nas'uddhi.” He must have been very famous, if we may
entrust a verse of the gxrAwr¥HEAwT quoted in Peterson’s
5th. Report and given .by S. C. Vidy&bhfishana (p. 46
note 3. ) w=gway, beside the giw®, wrote a work called gate-
gy, a commentary on which was made by fyngufor & pupil

of gy and therefore gfyyrey of s=gmw (see Peterson’s
Report 1886-92 p. XXVIII, Report 1882-83, p. 41; Weber’s

Verzeichn. p. 843 n. 1). In R. S. Bhandarkar’s Catalgoue
of MSS. in the Deccan College, p. 325 (Collection A of
1882-83, No. 276 ), we see a gayagfgg®eor in prakrit. An-
other gxlagfga®wtor was composed by gfiwg and a pupil of
his made an abstract of it with the title gaamaiigreTs.
Professor Weber ( No. 1938 ) informs us of a commentary
on this work written by fyg@agR , who gives his spiritual
genealogy in this order: gaww, wISafgE, aSwME, T,

FEEAN, WHA, ASqag, saag ( Weber, p. 851). According
to Weber, the commentary of frg@&s was composed Samvat

1243 or 1186 A. D.; =gy therefore, who appears as the
fourth in the spiritual genealogy of fyg&=, must have been
already advanced in years in 1102 A. D., when he founded
the Plrnimégaccha. S. C. Vidyabhushana ( Medioev. logic
p. 46. note 2 and introduction to his edition of the mrrraat
p V.) attributes to s=gssr also the mrrmami@gf,. but he
is not very positive on this subject and aknowledges that
the authorship of this work ¢ must, however, for the
present, remain an open question. ”

To conclude: no work which could with certainty be
attributed to gegysy had been published till to-day and
therefore we may hope that the generality of scholars will
give a friendly welcome to this edition of the sF=ra®iar
which enables us to know an author of no small importance
in the history of Jainism.

The sriravasiar has not _however a purely confessional
or religicus interest, but it is of a general philosophical
importance. One could describe it as a series of monographs
about the ehief point which distinguish Jaina philosophy
from the other Indian systems, The book therefore was to
have a twofold character, expositive and polemic: the second
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prevails on the first. Indeed after having refufed the the- -
ory of the existence of God and demonstrated the necessity of
an omniscient being who must be the Jina, the author
propounds and demonstrates-the gerre®t and the ARFAATE,
which are the chief characteristics of Jaina philosophy. In
the following chapters he discusses the most relevant points
by which Jainism is distingueshed from the other philosophi-
cal systems of India and he finds, therefore, an opportunity
for refuting Samkhya, Miménsaka, Bauddha, Naiydyika
and Vaiceshika, On this account the book is a remarkable
contribution to the history of Indian philosophy and helps
us to establish the exact standpoint taken by Jainism in
regard to many general questions discussed by the various
Indian schools. It is interesting also on account of the style
which is of that analytic and dialectic, I should say scholastic,
character which properly belongs to an advanced stage of
philosophical evolution. The exposition is always clear and
the method rigorously logical.

I have been able to read the proofs only once and the
Jain Dharma Prasaraka Sabh4 have taken upon themselves
to oversee and control the corrections. But some mistakes
have remained, especially in what I shall call the exterior
part, with which the editor has not meddled. I mean to
say in the composition of the title page and head line, In
these places the readers are requested to correct g ( which
I did not write ) into sigr. It is true that the form with g is
permitted (see Apte's Dictionary and Wackernagel's
Altindische Grammatik, p, 225 ); but the form with gris
more correct and, in any way, it is in this form that the
word appears in the title of the work as it is in the MSS.

Pavia,
June 1912, } L. SUALL
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