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FOREWORD.

I am no scholar of Jain theology. The little
that I know of Jain philosophy is due to what I
have gathered from my contact with Jain Savants,
such as Jainacharya Buddhisagarji and- Muni shree
Hemendrasagarji, the learned desciple of the author
of this commentary.I hesitated at first to express
an opinion on such a subject of purely literary and
theological interest, but when I learned some of
the aspects of his work from Muni Shree Hemen-
drasagarji, I felt I should write a few words about
the author and his work.

“Jina Stuti Chatur Vimsatika ", a peem of 96
slokas is the most attractive and fascinating poem
of its kind. It is the masterpiece and the only
work of the great poet Sobhan, the brother of the
poet Dhanpal who was the personal friend of the
famous Raja Bhoj. Each verse. of this short poem
is a standing monument of the skill of the poet,
giving us a proof of his great versatilify and
talent. The jearned Jainacharya Ajitsagarji has
written a Sauskrit Sarla commentary on this
great poem with a lucid and highly commendable
Gujarati translation of the same in which the
spirit of the original work is so splendidly kept up.
Muni Shree Hemendrasagarji has very beautifully
traced the history of the poet Sobhan and thrown
considerable light on contemporaty Jain thought
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and literature. The poem is in this way a work
of great historical value and occupies a premier
position in the comtemparary Jain, Buddhist and
Hindu literature.

I should not omit making. mention of Nyaya-
kavyatirtha Himansuvijayji’s Gujarati preface
which is of first rate importance in connection with
this work.

Moreover, personally I am very pleased to find
an eulogistic Sanskrit pen picture in verse of 36
stanzas of my own state Mansa by the learned
Muni shree Hemendrasagarji associated with this
great poem of unequalled merit composed in the
rich, flowing style of the great Jainacharya Budd-
hisagarji of revered memory.

Scholars and others interested in the Eastern
languages and literature will find in this voem a_'
good deal to learn, admire and appreciate. The
importance of the poem can hardly be exaggerated.
To say the least about it, it reveals the progress
and advancement of Jain culture in the past.

Mé.n,sa, ‘YA,S_VANT'S‘ING o
Sth April 35. General: Adviser,-Mansa State..
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“ Sarala ” as the name suggests, is a very
lucid commentary on that highly scholastic
masterpiece ¢ Jin Stuti Chaturvinsatika ”’,
the prayers of twentyfour Tirthankars composed
by that learned author Sobhan. Gujarat is well
familiar with the name of Budhisagarsuriji, the
undaunted spiritual preceptor of Jains. This book
¢ Sarala ’ is the creation of his disciple, the late
Ajitsagarsuriji, who took great interest in Jain
poetical and research works as evidenced by the
present-writing and several other books written by
him. Unfortunate as it was, Ajitsagarsuriji did
not survive to see his own publication and so
Hamendrasagarmuni, the social and loving
disciple of the late Guru very willingly undertook
the trouble of publishing it.

The present Stuti, originally written by the
learned muni Sobhan is greatly appreciated even
by the western philosophers. Dr. Hermann Jacobi,
the renowned german philosopher, is certainly
right when he says ¢ Beside these Sobhan=stutis,
1 do not know of any other work of the same
author but these 'hymps are sufficient to .secute
for him for ever the name of a great versifier. U
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Every prayer is composed of four poems,
addressed to the prayed Tirthankar, to all 24
Tirthankars, to the Holy Scriptures and to the
particular goddess respectively. Kavi Sobhan has
paid a great deal of attention to forms and mnot
less than eighteen various types of forms of verses
are made "use of. Rhetorical figures and a variety
of meters enrich the composition. Illiteration
illuminates the versification, T'he arrangement of
Padas is masterly wonderful. Nay, even from the
grammatical view point, ‘‘ the stutis ” stand
matrvellously infallible.

Indeed, the author’s creation is the outcome of
his own thoughts. feelings and observation. Hence
the present day reader likes to know some thing
about the life or the environment of the author
before going through the book., But very little
was written in the past about the lives of the
authors either in their own writings or those of
their commentators, However, from the straypieces
of information that can be gathered from Tilak-
Manjari. Prabhavak-Charitra and other well-

known works of Dhanpal, the learned brother of
the learced author, and from the contemporary
literatare, it is ascertained beyond doubt, that the
name of the author of “ Stuti’ is Sobhan. In
bighly learned Brabmin family Sobhan was born
probably at Ujjain in Malva. HiE g:andfather
Devarshi, lived in the city of Sankashya in
United Provinces. Thereafter he came to stay at
Ujjain and thence to Dhata with his son Sarvadeva
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who was well=versed in all scriptures and was a
greatly favoured Pandit of- Bhoja.

The story of initiation or [¢at of Sobhan has a
romance by itselfs Sarvdev the father of Sobhan,
wanted to find the whereabouts of the wealth
buried by his deceased father Devarshi. He,
therefore once visited a Jain Muni Mahendrasuriji
and requested the latter to show where wealth
was lying. Mahendrasuriji, it is said, showed him
the place wherefrom Sarvdev found out wealth
valued at 40000 Tunkas. ( Goldmohurs ) To show
his gratitude, Sarvdev respectfully urged the Jaim
Muni to take half of the wealth, The muni
refused to take any thing as Jain Saints never
keep wealth, but when insisted, asked for one of
his sons to be his disciple. Sarvdev had two sons—
Dhanpal and Sobhan., Theelder brother Dhanpal,
strongly protested the demand. It was 'a painful
duty for Sarvdev to make out the way but Sobhan,
the younger son came to his father’s help and
showed his willingness to be initjated. This enraged
his brother Dhanpal who therefore moved King
Bhoj to issue a Farman prohibiting Jain Saints
to move in Malva. The Jain community was greatly
dissatisfied by such an order, but could not - do any-
thing for a long time. After a period of about
twelve years. Jain Sangha sent a deputation to
Muni Mahendrasuriji who was then in Gujrat and
requested him to show the way. Then, our author
Sobhan, under the orders of his preceptor went
to the place and successfully pursuaded the
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antagonists and his elder brother Dhaunpal by his
powerful eloquence, ‘versatile Lknowledge " and
resourceful intellect to withdraw the order.
Dhanpal was so much impressed that he became
a convert to Jainism and later on wrote good
many books on the tenets of Jain religion. This
is the short outline of the life and work of the
learned poet.

When one goes through the book, he cannot
but fezl that indeed, much of useful and
interesting Jain literature has not seen the day-
light because of the want of the research work.
Indeed, Jain public is highly thankful to Sri
Agmodaya Samiti for publishing * Stuti Chatur-
vinsatika ” in Sanskrit along with four scholastic
commentaries ably written by Jain Saints. Prof.
H. R. Kapadia has equally done a good service
for bringing ont the same in Gujarati,

In the end, I will conclude in the words of
the learmed Dr. Jacobi, * These hymns are
remarkable as a piece of art and interesting as an
excellent illustration of the direction taken by
the literature of the Jains who are poor in real
poetry and of the accomplishmznts of which it
was capable at its best. ”

Vadilal Mohanlal Shah.
B. A. LL, B,
Mausa. Nyayadhish Mansa State.

16 Dec. 1934.
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