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The Principles of
a Global Ethic

Our world is experiencing a fundamental crisis:
A crisis in global economy, global ecology, and global
politics. The lack of a grand vision, the tang re of
unresolved problems, political paralysis, mcdu)uo
political leadership with little insight or foresight, and
in general too little sense for the commonweal are scer
everywhere: Too many old answers to new ch lenges™”
v

Hundreds of millions of human beings oix our
planet increasingly suffer from unomploymonl
poverty, hunger, and the destruction of their JTamilics
Hope for a lasting peace among nations slips-away
from us. There are tensions between the scxes and
generations. Children die, kill, and are killed. More
and more countries are shaken by corruption in
politics and business. Itis increasingly difficult to live
together peacefully in our cities because of social,
racial, and ethnic conflicts, the abuse of drugs,
organized crime, and even anarchy. Even ncighbors
often live in fear of one another. Our l'hmct continues
to be mlhlessly plundeled A collapse of tlle
ecosysterii threatens us.

Time and again we see leaders and members of W\
1chbxons incite ¢ ﬂ&,y cssion, fanaticism, hate, and
xenophobia—even inspire and legitimize violent and
bloody conflicts. Religion often is misused for purely
power-political goals, including war. We 'ne flllcd
with disgust.

‘
I

Ve condemn these blights and declare tflmt they
neced not be. An ethic already exists within the
religious teachings of the world which can counter the
global distress. Of course this ethic providés no direct
solution for all the immense problems of the world,
but it does supply the moral foundation for,a better
individual and global order: A vision wlnch ¢an lead

women and men away from despair, and soudy away
from chaos.
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- e that the realization k)fpencc, juslzi'cc, and the
protection of Earth depends on the insight and
readiness of men and women to act justly;

" * that action in favor of rights and [reedoins
presumes a consciousness of responsibility and duty,
and that therefore both the minds and hearts of woinen
and men must be addressed;

e that rights without morality cannot long endure,
and that there will be no better global order without a
global ethic. ’

- By a'global ethic we do not mean a global ideology
or.a single unified religion beyond all existing religions,
and certainly not the dpmination of one religion over
all.others: By a global ethic we mean a fundamental
consensus on binding values, irrevocable standards,
and personal attitudes.: Without such a fundamental
consensus-on‘an ethic, sooner or later every
community will be thieatzned by chaos or
dictatorship, and individuals will despair.

II. A fundamental demand: Lvery
human being must be treated humanely.
s tes U o Lo v e —— ST

We all are fallible, imperfect men and women
with limitations and defects. We know the reality of
evil. Precisely because of this, we feel compelled for
the sake of global wellare to express what the
fundamental elements of a global ethic should be-for,
individuals as well as for communities and
organizations, for states as well as for the religions
themsclves. We trust that our often millennia-old '
religious and ethical traditions provide an ethic which
_is convincing and practicable for all women and men
of good will, religious and non-religious.
.

At the same time we know that our various _
religious and ethical traditions often olfer very different
hases for what is helpful and what is unhelpful for men
and women, what is right and what is wrong, what is
good and what is evil. We do not wish to gloss over or
ignore the serious differences among the individual
religions. However, they should not hinder us from
proclaiming publicly those things which we already,

hold in common and which we jointly affivm, cach on
the basis of our own religious or ethical grounds. .

We know that religions cannot solve the
environmental, economic, political, and social
problems of Earth. However they can provide what
obviously cannot be attained by cconomic plans,
political programs, or legal regulations one: A
change in the inner orientation, the whole mentality,
the “hiearts” of people, and a conversion from a {alse
path to a new orientation for life. ITumankind urgently
needs social and ecological reforms, but it needs
spivitual renewal just as urgently. As velipgions or
spiritual persons we commit oursclves Lo this task, The
spiritual powers of the religions can offer a ‘
fundamental sense of trust, a ground of meaning, =~
ultimate standards, and a spiritual home. Of course
religions are credible bnly when they eliminate those
conflicts which spring from the religions themzelves,
dismantling mutual arrogance, mistrust, prejudice, and
even hostile images, and thus demonstrate respeet for
the traditions, holy places, feasts, and rituals of people
who believe differently. >

Now as belore, women and men are treated
inbumanely all over the world. They are robbediol
their opportunities and their freedom; their hunmnn
vights e tramspled undefoot; their dipeity is
disregarded. But might does not make nghtl in the
face of all inhumanity our religious and ethical
convictions demand that every humean Lei
treated humanely!

st be

This means that every huinan being without
distinction of age, sex, race, skin color, physical or
mental ability, language, religion, political view, or
national or social origin possesses an inalienable and
untouchable dignity. and everyone, the individual as
well as the state, is therefore obliged to honor this
dignity and protect it. Humans must always be the
subjects of rights, must be ends, never mere means,
never objects of commercialization and
industrialization in economics, politics and media, in
research institutes, and industrial corporations. No
one stands “above good-and evil”-no human being, no
social class, no influential interest group, no cartel, no
police apparatus, no army, and no state. On the
contrary: Possessed of reason and conscience, every
human is obliged to behave in a genuinely human
fashion, to do good and avoid cvill
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o ' o Today we possess sufficient economic, cultural, and
We are persons who have committed oursclves to spiritual resources to introduce a better global ond er.
the precepts and practices ol the world’s religions. We But old and new ethnic, national, social, cconomic,
conlirm that there is already a consensus among the and religious tensions threaten the peaceful building of
religions which can be the basis for a global ethic-a a better world. We have experienced greater
minimal fundamental consensus concerning binding technological progress than ever belore, yet we sce hat
values, irrevocable standards, andﬁmclamcntal moral world-wide poverty, hunger, death of childyen,
n{{:(ml('v

unemployment, misery, and the destruction of nature
have not diminished but rather have.increased. Man Ny
peoples are threatened with economic ruin, social
disarray, political marginalization, ecolo 1<,al

L No new global order wzthout a new catastrophe, and national collapse.
;,lobal ethic! .

In such a dramatic global situation humamty necds

We - womcn 'md men of various lCllbl()nq and a vision of peoples living peucelully together, ofuhmc
;“gions of Emth Lhexcfme dddless all people, religious and ethical groupings and of religions Sh“““?» 1
diid non- 1(,111,10115., \Vctwlsh to cxpxcss the following responsibility for the care of Jarth. A vision rests on
(.onvrctlons whlch we hold i in common: | lLiopes, goals, ideals, standards. But all over the world

these have slipped from our hands. Yetwe are

K 'vVe all have '\ lesponsllnhty for a better global convinced that, despite their frequent abuses and |
oruer, - failures, it is the communities of faith who beara |

R ' responsibility o demonstrate that such hopes, ideals,

* Our involvement for the sake of human rights, and standards can be guarded, grounded, 1, and lived.
freedom, justice, peace, and the preservation of Barth This is especially true in the modern state. Guarantees
is absolutely ncccssary : of freedom of conscience and religion are necessary .

'i but they do not substitute for binding values,

o Ourdiffer ent 1011;,10119 and cultural traditions convictions, and norms which are valid for all an s
must not pxevent our common involvement in regardless of their social origin, sex, skin color,
oppmmg all fm ms ()fm]mm'\mty and \VOI]\)HE for angn.\gjc or religion. - -
greater humaneness ' .

R S A We are convinced of the fundamental nnity of the

. The pnncxples e\'pxessed in tlns Global Ethic can human family on Earth. We recall the 1948 Universal
he dffirmed by all persons with ethical convictions, ' Declaration of Human Rights ol the United Nations.
“wer ncther 1ehg10usly glounded or not : , What it formally proclaimed on the level of rights we

s i wish to confirm and deepen here from the perspective

* As religious and spmlu.\l pmSOllS we base our of an cthic: The full realization of the intrinsic dignity
' - s on-an Ultimate Reality, and draw spiritual power of the human person, the inalienable frecdom and
aoad hope'therelrom, in trust, in prayer or imeditation, equality in principle of all humans, and the nccessary
in word orsilence. We have a special responsibility solidarity and interdependence of all humans mt]\
for the wellire of all humanity and care for the planet each other. :

Earth. We do not consider ourselves better than other . , f
women and men, But we trust that the ancient wisdom On the basis of personal experiences and the-
of ourireligions can point the way for the future. . burdensome history of our planct we have la,mnc.d
R ML * that a better global order cannot be cxcalc(l or
SEREE R o , enforced by laws, pxescnptlons, and conventions:
Alter two world wars and the end of the cold alone;

war, the collapse of fascism and nazism, the shaking to
the foundations of communism and colonialism, '

humanity has entered a new phase of its history.
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S dgrar e ‘ ‘ ‘ rafficking and or&ahized crime, often cquippe I with
s Itds, the intention o['lhls Global LEthic to clarily - new lechnienl possmlhuvs, has reached glolad
" wht this means. In it we wish to recall irrevocable, . proportions.” Many places still are ruled )» Slevior
unéondmon'll cthical norms. :These should not be “[rom above;” d;ct«ﬂoxs oppress their own i,ga:;;i:’.:, and
bonds and chains, but llclps and supports for people to fi‘] institutional violende is widespread. Fyven in some
. find and realize once again'their lives” direction, Py “countries wheic laws exist to protect ir fvidual
: fvwlues oncntatlons, and mcamng . [reedoms, prisoners are tortured, men and wonen are
’ s Conegn i ' ~ mutilated, hostages are killed.

e IR Gt S a) Inthe great ancient religious and ethical
i .'lhexe isa pnnmple Wthh is found and bas traclitions of humankind we find the divective: You .
persisted in’ many religious and cthical traditions of ¢+ shall not killl Or in positive terms: Ilave respect for

_ Jhumankind for thousands of years: What you do not lifel .Let us reflect anew on the consec juences of l(his
wish, done to yourself, do not do to others. Or in : ancient directive: All people have a right to life, sa fety,

© pasitive térms: What you wish done to your: self, doto, and the free development of personality insofar as they
~thers! - This should be the irrevocable, unconditional do not injure the riglits of others. No one has the right

Al rin I'(;or qll areas ofhfc, for f'umhcs and communitics, - physically or psychically to torture, injure, much ]pqs

fol‘J Con kill, any other human being. And no people, no stale,

no race, no religion has the n;:,ht to hate, to f
discriminate ag'\mst to “cleanse,” to exile, much less ; to
liquidate a “foreign” minority which is different in

S Tvengd ofm ofegoxsm sllould be 1ejectcd All :_;,.”
seaishnes whethcx individual or, &ollectwe whether. .

in thc {orm of class thinking, racisty, nationalisin, or. ' behavior or holds clnffcxcnl belics. o
sc“;.m“we condemn these becausé they prevent .. " [
hum'\ﬁ%lom being authentically human. . Self- , b). Of course, whexever there are humans there|
deta mm:monxand sell-realization, ahc, thoroughly o " will be conflicts.,.Such conflicts, however, mo uld be
legitimgte 'so long:,r as thcy are not scf)dl:lted from . resolved without violence within a [ramework of
h“"’"‘“k“]fl'f“lm”’“]“m)’ and [J"bﬂ] responsibility, 1 justice. This is true for states as well as {or individuals.
that is, from responsxblhly fox Iellow humans and for Persons who bold political power st work within
- lho P]‘"wt J-"“th 2 R : the frainework of'djust order and commit thamsclves

to the most non-violent, peaceful solutions possible.

And they should work for this within an internationa!
order of peace which itself has need of protection and
defense against perpetrators of violence. Armmnent is
a mistaken path; disarmament is the conmandibes 1t of

“This plmmplo implies vex)' concrete stancards to
wluch we humans should hold firn. ‘From it arise
four bload, ancient Emddmcs for human behavior
;hlch : found in most of the‘whyons of the woxld

% .;:}%pv‘ “the times., Let no’one be deccived: Thare is no LY
g ‘&‘;d L %s’}:m al for hl mamty mthout v)oba' peacel x S
S Q‘ ' c) Yo un& peonle must ]cnn at home and in' a
y - [ U school that violence may not be a means of »(\uhmf ‘
f;COﬁ’lE\ltnlellt to ?‘ Cuvture I,\IOH-VIOILHCC and differences;vith others. Only thus can a (‘ullmo j!
Respect for Lifc.s, ' o ﬁ o non-v 1olcncc be crcatcd o
g S iy ' - _ ’ :
: g Numberless v worrien “”d men “r“” |u_1()m \ ' d) A human pcu.on is m.xmtcl) precious and must
"“d lellgmns strive to lead lives not determined by be unconditionally protected. But likewise the livas ol
‘eggoism but by commitient to their fellow himans and animals‘and plants which inhibit this planet with us

-to the, wm]d ar ound them: Nevertheless, all over the
world weilind endless haired, cnvy, Jealousy, and

violence, not only between individuals but also
between social and ethnic g groups, hetween classes,
races, nahons, and religions. The use of violence, dm&

(]C?(‘I\’(ADIO{&,CUOH plescwatlon, and care. Limitloss

' e\ploxmgion of thc natural foundations o! ‘1!(:, ruthless

. destruction of the bxosphexc, and militarization of 1he
o cosinos are all ontmgcs As human beingg we haver a
spccml 1csponsxbxht)-cspccmlly with a view to fature

1.
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generations—for Earth and the cosmos, for the air,
waler, and soil.” We are all intertwined together in this

cosSmos “and we are all dependent on each other. Each

- oné of us'depends on the wellare ol all. Therefore the
dominance of humanity over nature and the cosmos
must not be encouraged. Instead we must cultivate
living in hmmony with nature and the cosmos.

e) To be authentically human in the spirit of our
great religious and ethical traditions means that in
public as well as in private life we must be concerned
for others and ready to help. 'We must never be
rathless and brutal, tvery people, every race, every
religion must show tolerance and respect-indeed high
.\ppu,ci.\tion-for every other. Minorities néed

_protection and support whethex they be racial, ethmc

.

Lor rehgxous P

'

2. Commltmcnt to a Culture of Solidarity and a
]usl Economic Order.

‘Numberless men and women of all regions
and’ rC]l&,lOnS strive to live their lives in solidarity with
one another and to work for authentic fulfillment of
lhcn voeutions.” Nevertheless, all over the world we

“find ‘éndless hunger, deficiecy, and need.  Not only

"111L]1W(111n1<; but especially unjust institutions and
structures are responsible for these tragedies. Millions
of pcople are without work; millions are exploited by
p001 wages, forced to the edges of society, with their

, possxbllxtles for the future destroyed. In many lands

the gap between the poor and the rich, between the -

powerful and the powulcss is immense. We live ina
world in which totalitarian state socialism as well as
unbridled capitalism have hollowed out and destroyed

‘many cthical and spiritual values. A materialistic

mcnlahly breeds greed for unlimited profit and a

grasping for endless plunder. These demands claim

1more and more of the commmuty s resources without

.. obliging the individual to contribute more. The
. cancerous socml evil of corruption thrives in the

dc‘vclopmg conntnes 'md in thc developed countries

ahl\e. -

n) In thc great anmcnt religious and ethical
“traditions of humankind we find the directive: You
shall not steal! Ov in positive terms: Deal honestly and
fairlyl Let us reflect anew on the consequences of this

, nnucnt directive: "\To one has the right'to rob or

dispossess in any w'ly whatsocver any other pc:son or
the commonweal. ‘Further, no one has the right to use
her or his possessions without concern for the needs of
society and Earth.

b) Where extreme poverty reigns, helplessness and
despair spread, and thelt occurs again and again for the
sake of survival. Where power and wealth are
accumulated ruthlessly, feelings of envy, vesentinent,
and deadly hatred and rebellion inevitably well up in
the disadvantaged and marginalized. This leads to a

vicious circle of violence and counter-violence. Let no

one be deceived: There is no global pencc wilhout
global justicel

c) Young people must learn at home and in
school that property, limited though it may be, carries
with it an obligation, and that its uses should at the
same time serve the common good. Only thus can -
just economic order be built up. :

d) Ifthe plight of the poorest billions of humans
on this planet, particularly women and children, is to
be improved, the world economy must be structured
more justly. Individual good deeds, and assistance
projccts, .ndxspensdh!e thougn they be, are insufficient.
The pariicipation of all states and the authority of
international organizations are needed to Luild] just
vgcon,omic institutions.

A solution which can be supported by all sides
must be sought for the debt crisis and the poverty of

o~

wd

the dissolving second world, and even more the thivd

world. Ofcou‘se conflicts of interest are unavoidable.
In the developed countries , a distinetion must be

. made between necessary and limitless consumptior
. bebween socially beneficial and non-beneficial uses o

property, between justified and ouuculu,d uges of
natural resources, and between a profit-only and a
socially benelicial and ccoloblcaﬂy oriented market
economy. Even the developing nations must search
their natxonal consciences.

Wherever those ruling threaten to repress those
ruled, wherever institutions threaten persons, and
wherever might oppresses right, we arc obligated to
resist—whenever possible non-violently.
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# lo bo uuthenhc.ally human in thc spirit of our
‘eat] 1el,1510us 'md ethical tmdxtxons means the

.. * We.must utilize cconomxc and political power
for servicexto hum'\mly instead of misusing it in
rithles: '\ttlcsvfm dominalion. We must develop a
spirit Pf compﬁssxon with those who sulfer, with  §
spcu.\l care for the clnldxcn the aged, the poor, the
dls'\bled the 1efu;:,ees ‘and the 1oncly

.0 We must culnv tte mutual lCSpC(.l' and

cmmciu.ltmn 6 as 1o reach a reasonable balance of

interests, instead of thinking only of unlimited power
,and unavondable competitive str uggles.

o

. \Ve must v"«lue a s'énsé of moderation and
modcsty instead of an unquenchable greed for money,
pr- x:e and’ (.onsumphon. In glced humans lose their
“su ., their freedom, their composure, their inner
peace, and llmx that which makes them hauman.

0 L , T
3. Comnulmu)l l() a. Culluu. of 10]1,1.111(.0 and 1
Life of I‘x ulhfuluess. .

-7 Numberless wbmcn and men of all regions
'md religions strive to lead lives of honestly and
truthfulness. Nevertheless, all over the world we find
endless lics and deceit, swindling and hypocrisy,
ideology and demagoguery:

i

‘e Politicians 'xnd busmcss pcople who use ]u,s as a
qncans to sncu.,ss- e RS
u' oo y,,‘ . . . [
1o Mass medid wlmh spread 1dcoloycal
pmp.\ganda instead of accuiate reporting, © i)
mxsm(onnalxon insteagl of information, c.ymcal
commencml mtmest‘ms‘teﬂd of]oy'ﬂty to the tmth

.

over to morally questionable ideological or political -
Pl()&,l ams or to CCO“OI“]C interest &\ O\'Ir)q or \VI)O
justily 1ese‘uch wluch wolates fundamenta.l etlnml

-

* Scientists and researchers who give themselves

- this ancient directive:

s Representatives of religions who distisy othess
religions as of little value and who preach fanaticism
and intolerance instead of respect and understanding,

a)  In the great ancient religious and ethical
traditions of hinnankind we [ind e divective: You
shall not lic! Or in positive tenns: Speak and vt
truthfully! Let us reflect anew on the conseqiicnces ol
NO woman or mmnan, no
institution, no state or church or religious comunmity
has the right to speak lies to other humans.

b) This is especially true

e for those who work in the mass media, to whom
we entrust the freedom to report for the suke of truth
and to whom we thus grant the office ol guardian.

They do not stand above morality but have the
obligation to respect human dignity, huian rights, s
fundamental values. They are duty-bhound to
objectivity, fairness, and the preservation of hian
dignity. They have no right to intrude inte individuals’
private spheres, to manipulate public opinicn, or to
distort reality;

s {or artists, wrilers, and scientists, to whou we'
enlrust artistic and academic [recdom. They ave not
exempt [rom general ethical standards and must seive
the truthy;

» [or the leaders of cauntries, politicians,
political parties, to whom we entiust onr own
freedoms. When they lie in the faces of their people,

when they manipulate the truth, orwhen they are,

guilty of venality or mthlessm.ss in domestic or foveign
alfairs, they forsake their cr edll)\hly and deserve to l(mf
their offices and their voters.: Conversely, pr blic

" opinion should support those politicians who dare to

speak the truth to the people at all times;

¢ finally, for representatives of vcligion. When thiy
stir up prejudice, hatred, and enmity towards those of
diflerent belicf, or even incite or I-gitimize religious
wars. they deserve the condemmation of humankind
and the loss of their adherents. -

Let no one be deceived: There is no global justi
without truthfulness and humaneness|
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c) Yomu’ pcnp]c must ](Vun at home and in’
'schlool to think, speak, and act tmthfully They have a
right to information and education to be able to make
the decisions that will form their lives. Without an
cthica] formation they will hardly be able to distinguish
the i poxt'mt from the unimportant. In the daily {lood
of information, cthical shmd.uds will help them
discern when opinions are portrayed as [acts, interests
veiled, tendencics exaggerated, and facts twisted.

- d) To be authentically human in the spirit of our 1
great religious and ethical traditions means the
lollowmg

;f ¢ We must not ‘confuse freedom with arbitrariness

ralism w1th mdxffcxcnce to truth
R "‘}11 ~ P s

s
B

. VVc must cu]tw\tc truthfulness in all our
re]ahonships mstead of dlshonesty, dxssemblmg, and
oDPortumsm AR

* We must constant]y seek tmth and incorruptible

sincerity instead of spreading 1deoloblcal or partisan
half-tmths :

* We must courageously serve the truth and we

must remain constant and trustworthy, instead of
yweldmg to opportumstxo accommodation to life.

4. Commitment to a Culture of Equal Rights and

3 I"\rtncrshlp Between \Ien nnd VVomcn

Numbcxlcss men 'md \vomen ofa]l regions

“and religions : stnve to 11\'e their lives in a spirit of

partnership and lcsponsxl)le action in the arcas of love,
sexuality, and family. Nevertheless, all over the world

" there are condemnable forms of patriarchy, ;

,‘doqu’\tmn ofono sex over fhe other, exploitation of

women, sexual misuse of children, and forced

© prostitution. 'loo fxcquuﬂly, socml inequities force ’

‘women and ‘even children into ‘prostitution as a means’
of survival-particularly in less dwclopcd countries.

a) In the great '\nmcnt 1chblous and ethical

. tr'\dntxons of humankind we find the directive: You
;'shall not commit sexual immorality! Or in positive

‘terms: Hespect and loce one another!  Let us rellect -

]

ancw on the consequences of this ancient divective:
No onc has the nbht to degrade otliers (o mere sox
objects, to lead them into or hold them in sexual
dependency.

b). We condemn sexual exploitation and sexual
discrimination as one of the worst forms of human

»dcgmdalionf We have the duty to resist wherever the

domination of one sex over the other is preached-even
in the name of religious conviction; wherever sexual
exploitation is tolerated, wherever pmctimtiov is
fostered or children are misused. Let no one be
deceived: There is no authentic humaucness without o
living together in partnership!

c) Young people must learn at home and in P
school that sexuality is not a negative, destructive, ov
exploitative force, but creative and affirmative.
Sexuality as a life-alfirming shaper of community can
only be effective when partners accept the
responsibilities of caring for one another’s happiness.

X . . »
d) The relationship between women and men
should be characterized not by patronizing bahavior or
exploitation, but by love, partnership, and

- trustworthiness. Human {ulfillment is net identioal

with sexual pleasure. Sexuality shounld express: andd

reinforce a loving relationship lived by equal partiers

Some religious traditions know the ideal of a
voluntary renunciation of the full use ot sexnnlity.
Vohmtdry renunciation also can be an CHP ression of
identity and meaningful fulfillment.

e) The social institution of marriage, despite all its
cultural and religious variety, is charncterized by Jove,
loyalty, and permanence. It aims al and should
guarantee security and mutual support (o hushand,
wile, and child. It should secure the richis o
members.

AR
i Ly
.

All lands and cultures should dmw‘i:.p ceonoic
and social relationships which will enable maninge
and family life worthy of human beings, especia 15\' for
older people. Children have a right ol ac
education. Parents should not ¢ <p]os( chitdven, nor
children pzuents. Their relationships should rflect
mutual respect, appreciation, and coneem.
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) To be authentically human in the spiit of our
great religious and cthcal traditions means the
following:

. ® We need mutual respect, partnership, and
understanding, instead of patriarchal domination and
degradation, which are expressions of violenee and
engcndex counter-violence.

* We need mutual concern, tolerance, readiness
for reconciliation, and love, instead of any form ol
Y
possessive lust or sexual misuse.

Only what has alveady heen experienced in
;nersonal and familial relationships can be practiced on
\\M: lcvol ol nations and religions.

. A Transformation of Consciousness!

Historical experience demonstrates the
following: Earth cannot be changed for the betler
unless we achieve a transformation in the
consciousness of individuals and in public life. The
possibilities for transformation have already been
glimpsed in areas such as war and peace, economy,
and ceology, where in recent decades fundamental

e ch(mgscs have taken place. Ihis transformation must
also be achieved in the area of cthics and values!

Every individual has intrinsic dignity and
. halienable rights, and each also has an inescapable

\c:ponsﬂ)\hty for what she or he does and does not do.

A“ our decisions and deeds, even our omissions and
" lures, have consequences.

I\oopmg this sense ol responsibility alive,

deepening it and passing it on to [uture generations, is
the spvu al task ol religiens.

We .u ¢'re: 1hst1c about what we have achicved
in this consensus, and so we urge that the following be
obscwed

1. A universal consensus on many disputed
-ethical questions (from bio- and sexual cthics through
mass media and scientific ethics to economic and

political ethics) will be diflicult to attain. Nevertheless,

even for many controyersial questions, svitabke
solutions should be atfainable in the spivit of the
fundamental principles we have joiutly developed
here.

2. In many areas of life @ new consciousness of
cthical responsibility has already wisen. Tl
would be pleased if as many professions as possible,
such as those of physicians, scientists, business pe cn)‘
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+journalists, and politicians, would develop up-to- (..-.'.o

codes of ethics which would pxovmc speeific
guidelines for the vexing questions of these patic nl ar
professions.

3. Above all, we urge the various comunmitios of
faith to formulate their very specific ethics: What doas
cach faith tradition have to say, for ex: mnp!t about the
meaning of life and death, the enduring of selfering
and the forgiveness of guilt, about scli ]cx\ mwn‘u ¢ .m‘l
the necessity of renunciation, about compussion and
joy. These will deepen, and make more specific, the
already discernible global ethic.

. .

In conclusion, we appeal to all the inhabitants
ol this planet. Earth cannot be changed (or the better
unless the consciousness of individuals is changed. Ve
pledge to work for such transformation in indi v.\\n 1
and collective consciousness, {or the awakening ol o
spiritual powers thougl: reflection, me mt.mu 1oy,
or pom(n(‘ thin ‘\mt_) for a conversion of the heat
lmjcthm we can move mountains! Withont
willingness to take risks and a readiness (o saerifice
there can be no fundamental change in our situaiion!
Therelore we commit ourselves to a cominon slobul
cthic, to better mutual understanding, as well as Lo
socially beneficial, peace-fostcring, and Tarth-liiendly
ways of life.

-

We invite all men and wemen,
whether religious or not, to do the same.
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