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INTRODUCTION.

The present volume consists of six dramatical pieces from the pen of one

and the same author, In the whole range of Sanskrta literature, mo author

excepting the famous dramatist Bhésa, is to be found whose so many dramas,

~ all of a diverse nature, are brought to light in this way. All the dramas are of

different varieties—Vydyoga, Bhina, Dima, ihz‘imrga, Prahasana and’ Sama-

vakira,! Vyiyoga, Bhina and Prahasana are types which are mnot

rare. But it will be noted that this collection publishes for the first time

ihamlgga, Dima and Samavakira, which are knmown to Sanskrta readers only
through the definitions given in rhetorical and dramatical works.

The themes of the dramas—The author has taken the plots of his
dramas both from the Purinas and real life. The Kiritdrjuniya Vyiyoga
(a Military spectacle) consisting of one act, has the same theme as that of the
famous Mah4kavya of the same name by Bhiravi i. e. the practice of penance
by Arjuna, the combat of Arjuna and Sivain the garb of a mountaineer and the
latter’s giving to Atjuna the great weapon (Mah4stra). Rukminihatana an fha-

1 These are defined as under:—
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EEAEE: ST aEr: | afkenhn & sqray dEs R |
e quEHG @ el i | SameEeaar dergt A )
o GIRA AR B T guF 90 | gt Rrim i |
wggwhTage: Al e | T T e R |
AERRATE FTETTIEE: | SR S we | |
Sersitared: efizafeey @ | TRFageEas oo T aeaiEy |
WOT: AT GG, | TR SAGREATR: MY Srwrgee®: |
@ BRY a1 ot o ded: e o Raft | SRR avREE 2f SR A |
g Sl RS T | el Averagit ages fE )
frar aefefmReaafie, | ReweRTd geRE e )
SRR STEs: | Jraeas: S fe |
SR IEMArEEEaIEd: | GUEERTEET: o1& qea aEE ||
Sara: T iR s | G gAE O SIRreatiE e, |
ReagRgegm Ffdame: afimm: | SRRRErRIE gRaAEs: |
SFTIST THET qeras TIRRT | S @ afagaasataat e |

R 11



vi

mrga in four acts treats of the abduction of Rukmini by Kx;shna and the defeat
of Rukmi and $igupala at the hands of Krishna, "L'he Tripuraddha is a Dima
in four acts. - The plot is based on the Pauranic legend of the burning of the
capital of Tripurdsura by Siva with his bow. The Samudramathana, a Sama-
vakira in three acts, relates the churning of the ocean by gods and demons and
the marriage of Vishnu with Laxmi. “ The cue to the ‘Pripuraddha and the
Samudramathana seems to have been taken from the Bharatanityasastra and
from a remark in the Dadaripa.l Out of the remaining two pieces Karphra~
charitra describes the revelry, gambling and love of a gambler with a courtezan.
The Hisyachiddmani—a farce in one act—holds up to ridicule an Acharya of
the Bhigavata School and his knowledge of Kevall VidyAd with which he
professes to trace lost articles and discover buried treasures.

The author and his style—The author of all these works is Vatsardja,
who calls himself a minister of Parmaradideva of Kélinjara. This Vatsarija
need not be confounded with the son of Mahidhara and minister of Kirtivar-
madeva, who erected a flight of steps in Samvat 1154 or with the grand-father
of Sallakshana, a minister of Paramardi, who erected a temple of Vishnu in
Samvat 1252, One verse? of Vatsarija is quoted in Jahlana’s Stktimuktivali
but like Siiktis of many well-known poets quoted therein, it is not to be found

in any of the dramas collected here. The style of the author is easy, forcible
and graceful. - It contains neither very long compounds nor jaw-breaking
words. The plots too are well-executed, The dramas make very pleasant
reading even in leisure hours,

The date of the author—The Kiratatjuniya was first represented on stage
under the order of king T'railokyavarmadeva and the other five under the order
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of his father Paramardideva.l 'The teign of Paramardideva extended from 1163
to 1203 A.p. while that of Trailokyavarmadeva seems to have lasted till
about the end of the first half of the thirteenth century.2 Our author, therefore,
should have flourished between the second half of the twelth and the first
(Quarter of the thirteenth century A. p.

Parmaradidev4, the author’s mastér—Paramardideva was the immediate
successor of Madanavarma, who was defeated by Siddharija, king of Gujarat.3
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Madanavarma appears to have been a very luxurious king. Parmardi, too,
according to the Prabandhachintdmani led a luxurious life and daily killed one
cook at the time of serving and consequently got the title of Kopakalinala.l
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Jinamandana’s Kumirapilaprabandba.
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He is well known as Paraméla to the readets of the Chanda Rasd. ( Mahoba
Samaya) . The defeat of Paramardideva at the hands of Prthvirdja is confirmed
by the short inscriptions recorded by the order of Prthvirija at Madanapura
in 1183 A. ». Later on he was attacked and defeated by Kutb-ud-din Ibak in
, 1203 A.p. Shortly after this defeat he died a natural death. Kélinjara seems
to have been soon fecovered by the Chandels as Trailokyavarma is also called,
like his father, Kalinjaridhipati (lord of K4linjara). Paramardideva was
liberal.l ‘That he was a man of letters and a poet too is testified by his
composition of a long Prasasti to Siva,? which, however, seems to have been

composed by Vatsarfja, as it contains the verse (qmyst) found in the
Karptiracharitra, '

The Manuscript material —The present edition of Vatsarfja’s dramas
is based on two palm-leaf mss. of the works hitherto known. The first
consisting of 183 leaves contaius (1) Hésyachtiddmani 1-51, (2) Tripuraddha
52-103, (3) KirAtArjuniya 104-130, and (4) Samudramathana 131-183,
while the other contains Karpfiracharitra 1-18 and Rukminiharana 1-39.
Both of these measure 14”x1}” and contain 3 to 4 lines containing
about 50 letters each and are written in the same hand. These mss. bear

gepfafi: @iy sEamin TorgeagaE | § 9 SuRedtaiufer  sireee
¥z AR SRRAlES: G iia #ifats: FEl e T eEwR: &3-
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' SRR pp. 229-300
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Samudramathana p. 150.
2 J. A, S. B, vol. XVII p. 313.
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numerical figures on both the sides of the leaves and not letters on the right
as in most of the palm-leaf mss. of Gujarat. They are not dated, but from
the script, they appear to have been transcribed about the end of the
thirteenth century A. 0. None of these contain the chhiy4 of the Prikrta
passages occurring in the texts. The Deccan College paper ms. of Vatsarja’s
Hasyachaddmani, appears to have been copied by a Jain Yati about 250
years ago, directly or.indirectly from the present palm-leaf ms. Our thanks
are due to Sheth Gabharuchand Vastachand keeper of the Bhandar of palm-
leaf mss. in the Khetarwasi’s Pada, Pattan for lending us these rare mss.
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WORKS IN THE “GAEKWAD'S ORIENIAL SERIE:

| {
, ATLREADY OUT. ﬁ
) Rs. ¢
: 1. Kavyamiménsd of Rajasekhara a2
' 2. Naranirdyandnanda of Vastupila - . 1
3. Tarkasangraha of Ananda-Jndna 2
4, Parthapardkrama of Prahladanadeva -0 ¢
esfi’. Réshtra 1dhavsnéa Mahdkivya of Rudrakavi ... e LG
6. LingAnuédsana VAmana with his own Vrtti Pt
7. XKarptracharitra and other five d-amas of V. atsarﬁj;. 2 d
I 020

g Ganakanka of Bhisarvajfia.
WORKS IN THE PRESS.

Hammiramadamardana of Jayasinha Siri

. 1.
2. PrAchina-Gurjara-kdvya-sangraha

3. Panchmikahi of Dhanapila (Apabhramé$a.)
4, KumArapilapratibodha of Somaprabhacharya
5. Mohapardjaya of Yasahpila
6. Vasantavildsa of Bilachandra Suri
7  Mahavidyd and Mahavidydvidambana with commentaries.
8.© Lekhapanchi§ika

WORKS IN PREPARATION.

Tatvasangraha of ééntamkShita with the commentary of Kamalaéila

Para$urdmakalpasitra with Umananda’s Paddhati

A Descriptive Catalogue of all the 658 palm-leaf Mss.
paper Mss. in the Bhandar at Pattan

_ 4. A Descriptive Catalogue of the palm-leaf Mss. in the Bhaundar at.

and important

W o H@

Jaisalmere
A Descriptive Catalogue of Mss. in the Central Iibrary, Baroda.

MAnavakalpasutra with Jaradgava’s Bhashya
WORKS UNDERTAKEN.

1. 'Tarangalola

2. Udayasundari Kathd of Sotthala

3. Aparajitapricchd (Architecture).
‘4, Samaringana (Architecture) by King Bhoja.

52 Erahn1251ddh1 by Sureévaracharya.

{5 ’.g‘ : " ~"umv&lx by Somarija Pratihara.

7. Sy ,5,11tarthachmtamar_u by the Chilukya King Some§varadeva.

8. Ny a'yapravc‘aéa of Dignaga with Haribhadrastiri’s vrtti and Par§vadeva's

Panjika,
Hiranyake§ rmasutra

¥e)
.

-

WorL; in this se ies can be had at the Ceutral ber'lry, Baroda.
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