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INTRODUCTION.

The present volume consists of six dramatical pieces from the pen of one
and the same author. In the whole range of Sanskrta literature, no author
excepting the famous dramatist Bhésa, is to be found whose so many dramas,
all of a diverse nature, are brought to light in this way, All the dramas are of
different varieties—Vydyoga, Bhdna, Dima, ihﬁmrga, Prahasana and Sama-
vakdra.! Vydyoga, Bhipa and Prahasana are types which are not
rare. But it will be noted that this collection publishes for the first time
iham;ga, Dima and Samavakira, which are known to Sanskrta readers only
through the definitions given in rhetorical and dramatical works.

The themes of the dramas—The author has taken the plots of his
dramas both from the Purdnas and real life. The Kirdtdtjuniya Vydyoga
(a Military spectacle) consisting of one act, has the same theme as that of the
famous Mahdkévya of the same name by Bhdravi i. e, the practice of penance
by Arjuna, the combat of Arjuna and Siva in the garb of a mountaineer and the
latter’s giving to Arjuna the great weapon (Mah4stra). Rukminiharana an tha-

1 These are defined as under:—
CFRARETg mieRaiE: | iRy Paeedre: |
aEAfer: SagdatEeE; | ke @t say aEst A
foda: GRAEIC ©T @ardl ffems: | Sermgatat dereh dRde, |
379 GRA A TS AN 9 T | AR iaim: |
TegFag: iAfaml: &FEa: | AR 9 e R |
AFRR FEEETERES: | aEEERa: St wuee |
Marianmey; afizafey g | /RweRed & I aeufE ] ||
OT: TSR FEAART, | GG SASTEA: HAY Sraess: |
Ty R a1 vyl a1 A & a1 Raf | swe SRk gt R e ()
IqeFd faly STEE W | gy el sEes e |
frr aRefERvATEERay, | dReead gEie I |
SRR ST | drresmg: S fea: |
IEFNREA RS | gUgte=ET: S Nen |
fer: SR AT Ama: | CHgHatE)! A1 ST, |
Rereigegm fam: afiT: | evroRaem gamEs: |
TS WA JurEw TORAT | SN @ afesresafa W@ |

AR 11



\'2

mrga in four acts treats of the abduction of Rukmini by Kpshna and the defeat
of Rukmi and Sisupala at the hands of Krishna, 7'he Tripuraddha is a Dima
in four acts. The plot is based on the Pauranic legend of the burning of the
capital of Tripurdsura by Siva with his bow. The Samudramathana, a Sama-
vak4ra in three acts, relates the churning of the ocean by gods and demons and
the marriage of Vishnu with Laxmi. The cue to the Tripuraddha and the
Samudramathana seems to have been taken from the Bharatanityasastra and
from a remark in the Dadarapa.! Out of the remaining two pieces Karpira-
charitra describes the revelry, gambling and love of a gambler with a courtezan .
The H4syachdimani—a farce in one act—holds up to ridicule an Acharya of
the Bhagavata School and his knowledge of Kevali Vidyid with which he
professes to trace lost articles and discover buried treasures.

The author and his style—The author of all these works is Vatsarija,
who calls himself a minister of Parmaradideva of Kélinjara. This Vatsarija
need not be confounded with the son of Mahidhara and minister of Kirtivar-
madeva, who erected a flight of steps in Samvat 1154 or with the grand-father
of Sallakshana, a minister of Paramardi, who erected a temple of Vishnu in
Samvat 1252, One verse? of Vatsarija is quoted in Jahlana’s Stktimuktivali
but like Siktis of many well-known poets quoted therein, it is not to be found
in any of the dramas collected here. The style of the author is easy, forcible
and graceful. It contains neither very long compounds nor jaw-breaking
words. The plots too are well-executed, The dramas make very pleasant
reading even in leisure hours.

The date of the author—The Kiritirjuniya was first represented on stage
under the order of king Trailokyavarmadeva and the other five under the order

1 g frgees fewin: i |
Bharata Nityagéastra,
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of his father Paramardideva.! The reign of Paramardideva extended from 1163
to 1203 A.p. while that of Trailokyavarmadeva seems to have lasted till
about the end of the first half of the thirteenth century.? Our author, therefore,

should have flourished between the second half of the twelth and the first
quarter of the thirteenth century a. p.

Parmaradideva, the author’s master—Paramardideva was the immediate
successor of Madanavarma, who was defeated by Siddharija, king of Gujarat.3

1 AesraaameraannRly fergamiief e e Wiy smoy swRa

Ffym <o fRed qragemft AW ggw sfidtgmivaty wdd |
Hisyachfidimani p. 118.

RTINS FoaUIaRFaaies: &haeeeRd froagAe ast
saTmfiagmiad |
Kirdtarjuniya p. 1.

I e NeTeaEHrRIETE R TR SIS A S aemT-

Karpfiracharitra p. 23.
2 1. A, vol. XXXVII 121-124,
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Madanavarma appears to have been a very luxurious king. Parmardi, too,
according to the Prabandhachintdmani led a luxurious life and daily killed one
cook at the time of serving and consequently got the title of Kopak4l4nala,?l

aify sitag R frand ol saifn gaimsia | TR T St wfE eaEw: | aEa
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He is well known as Paramaéla to the readers of the Chanda R4si. ( Mahobi
Samaya). The defeat of Paramardideva at the hands of Prthvirdja is confirmed
by the short inscriptions recorded by the order of Prthvirija at Madanapura
in 1183 A. D. Later on he was attacked and defeated by Kutb-ud-din Ibak in
1203 A.p. Shortly after this defeat he died a natural death. KAlinjara seems
to have been soon recovered by the Chandels as Trailokyavarma is also called,
like his father, Kailinjaridhipati (lord of KAlinjara). Paramardideva was
liberal.! That he was a man of letters and a poet too is testified by his
comiposition of a long Prasasti to éiva,2 which, however, seems to have been
composed by Vatsaridja, as it contains the verse (zmys¢) found in the
Karparacharitra,

The Manuscript material —The present edition of Vatsarija’s dramas
is based on two palm-leaf mss. of the works hitherto known. The first
consisting of 183 leaves contaius (1) Hisyachtiddmani 1-51, (2) Tripuradiha
52-103, (3) Kiritidrjuniya 104-130, and (4) Samudramathana 131-183,
while the other contains Karparacharitra 1-18 and Rukminiharana 1-39.
Both of these measure 14”x11” and contain 3 to 4 lines containing
about 50 letters each and are written in the same hand. These mss. bear

genfxfa: ghify: sEwafa cogemgaE | @ 7 aTeewtafmfen  steefioes
qT aFEaae: TRORwAiaes: @8 i it srfy far et e &1-
SRR | 9 a8 NiseEmafaadass FAfiwsa: sefiueusmmi: o %
294 gead qfeqt FRrasiifaify afmisasefa seafcansi |
AL HETHOTIIREET 7 FOTH
e IRgfemfiadtamiay =@ fragae: |
e 7; ERAT gAE SR
TETTSAITET T g Jaae g9 ||
gfa fraRafEaser |
gRafamERT pp, 229-300
1 SFRARFTEIURi TRy Fifag! | Rerfa acgdfa sed gg:acmm: it i)
Tripuradiha I. 4.
geTiriTda sdwmrfiey | q@Eaa) a1 @ga) a1 fverany ||
FRATEE AR AT AARIRT 4 T@Red 07 JRAOANAARE:  §5a

wftrefy |
Samudramathana p. 150.

2 J. A. S. B. vol. XVII p. 313,

of. also @7 sfwwfigaffdafiafafid amfiRsar s gamaaAmm |
HisyachGdamani I. 4.
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numerical figures on both the sides of the leaves and not letters on the right
as in most of the palm-leaf mss. of Gujarat. They are not dated, but from
the script, they appear to have been transcribed about the end of the
thirteenth century A. p. None of these contain the chhiyi of the Prikrta
passages occurring in the texts. The Deccan College paper ms. of Vatsarija’s
Hisyachidimani, appears to have been copied by a Jain Vati about 250
years ago, directly or indirectly from the present palm-leaf ms. OQur thanks
are due to Sheth Gabharuchand Vastachand keeper of the Bhandar of palm-
leaf mss. in the Khetarwasi’s Pada, Pattan for lending us these rare mss.
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