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SOME ASPECTS OF THE RASA-THEORY AS READ IN
THE RASARNAVASUDHAKARA! OF SINGABHUPALA?

TAPASVI NANDI

Dr. S. K. De ( History of Sanskrit Poetics, Edn. 1960, Kolkata : Firma K. L.
Mukhopadhyay) writes (pp. 241, ibid) : : :

“The Rasarnava in three vilasas comprehends, with profuse illustrations,
practically all topics on Dramaturgy and Rasa.”

Vilasa I refers to Natyalaksana, rasa-laksana, qualities and classification of
Nayaka and Nayika; three ritis, four vrttis, pravrttis and Vilasa II sattvika-bhavas
covers details concerning 33 vyabhicarins, 8 sthayins, aspects of rati, Smgara and
other rasas, sankara (=commixture) and opposition (=virodha) concerning rasas,
Vilasa III rasabhasa, etc. covers different types of riipakas and all details
concerning the rupakas such as artha-prakrtis, avasthas, samdhis, etc.

For the present, we will concern ourselves only with the topics of the
nature of rasa, substratum etc., as discussed by Singabhiipdla in his Rasarnava-
sudhakara.

RS. II. 159-166a (pp. 172, 3, ibid). read as -

tad astav eva vijiieyah

sthayino muni-sammatah
sthayinostau trayas-trimsat
saficarinosta sattvikah - 11.159
evam ekona-paficasad

bhavah syur milita ime.

evam hi sthdyino bhavah
Singa-bhupatir abhyadhat - 1I. 160
athaisam rasa-rupatvam

ucyate Singa-bhubhuja,
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vidvanmanasa-hamsena
rasa-bhava-vivekina. 1I. 161

ete ca sthayinah svaih svair
vibhavair vyabhicaribhih,
sattvikair anubhavaisca
natabhinaya-yogatah. 11, 162
- saksatkaram iva’nitath =
prapitah svaduriipatam,”
samdjikanam manasi ,
prayanti rasa-riipatam. 1. 163
The sthdyins attain the status of rasa in the minds of the connoiesseurs
with the help of particular vibhava-s, vyabhicarins, sattvika-s, and anubhava-s, and
the acting of the actors, the sthayins are as it were directly experienced -
saksatkaram iva anitah - and raised to the status of taste in the minds of the
samdjikas. They are then termed rasa-s.
The illustration to explain this, is also drawn, from Bharata. RS. II. 164, 5
read as :—
dadhyadi vyarfijana-dravyais’
cifica”dibhir atha ausadhaih.
gudadi-madhura-dravyair
yathdyogam samanvitaih - II. 164
yadvat paka-visesena
sadavakhyo rasah parah,
nispadyate, vibhavadyaih
prayogena tatha rasah. II. 165
The nature of rasa is supreme bliss and it is experienced by men of taste.

so’yam ananda-sambhedo
bhavakair anubhityate. II. 166a. (pp. 173, ibid).
Singabhiipala then goes for some discussion in his vrtti- (pp. 173, ibid).

An objection is raised. It is that rasa-experience in case of a samadjika is
impractical. Rasa which is of the form of enhancement of sthdayin (sthayi-
prakarsa) staying in the hero, cannot be experienced by the simajika (where the
sthayin does not stay).

To this RS. replies, as follows : Yes, the objection is valid. But who accepts
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rasa with reference to the hero ? For, the particular ndyaka can be the substratum
of rasa only if he is physically seen, heard or imitated. He is not seen physically.
For in that case seeing the hero making love, one would experience shame,
disgust, etc. This cannot end in tasting. The second and third options are also not
tenable, for they are not present when the asraya is not there, the things (=rasa)
resting on the same cannot exist. Thus, ndyaka cannot be the substratum of rasa.

Even if it is accepted that rasa is located in the hero, it can not be a matter
of taste for the samajika. Again, rasa can be said to exist in nata, only on the
strength of anubhdva-s or by creation of bhavana i.e. sthayin in nata. If the first
alternative is accepted, we are likely to go astray, because anubhdva-s marked in
the nata could be born of his practice and not because of the feeling in his heart.
They are thus artificial. Again, if we take the actor as the substratum of rasa, we
do not believe rasa to exist in the samajika even if anubhava-s are located in the
latter. Thus existence of rasa anywhere on the strength of the presence of
anubhava-s stands vitiated -and not vindicated. - ’

If it is stated that rasa is believed to exist in the actor due to vibhava, then
the question to be answered is that whether rasa is located in nata due to the
character of Malavika which is enacted (anubavya), or by the lady who presents
i. e. if Malavika, and is nata’s wife herself ? If rasa-creation in nata is due to
anukdrya, Malavika is taken as a vibhava, then there is impropriety; for Malavika
can be a vibhava only for Agnimitra and never for the actor. If the beloved or wife
of the actor, playing the role of Malavika, is treated as vibhava, then no rasa-
experience will result, for in case of direct physical love-making at reality level
only vulgarity will result and not rasa.

Thus, rasa can neither reside in the anukarya (=original character of Rama
and the like) nor anukarta (i.e. actor). Sifigabhiipala asserts that rasa can be
believed to exist only in the samdjika, the cultured enjoyer. The objector may raise
a point that if rasa is believed to be located in the samdjika then the same
difficulties will arise. There is lack of propriety - anaucitya- in taking Malavika as
the vibhava for samdjika, ahd' there is vulgarity or ugliness if the wife or beloved
of the samajika is believed to replace Malavikd. To remove this crunch
Singabhiipala has resorted to the views of both the bhuktivadins and also the
abhivyaktivadins. He observes : (pp. 173, 174 - ibid) : “nanu malavikadi-vibhava-
visesasya anaucityad bhavasya a-sannihitatvdac-ca, samajikanam api natavad evam
rasasrayatvam prasajyata iti ced, atra kecana samadadhate.”

“vibhava’di-bhavanam anapeksita-bahya-sattvanam sabdopdadanad eva
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asadita-sadbhavanam dnukﬁlydpek._sayé nissadharananam api kavye natye ca
abhidhaparyayena sadharanikarandtmand bhdvand-vyapdrena sva-sambandhitaya
vibhavitanam saksad-bhavaka-cetasi vipari-vartamdnanam alambanatvady
avirodhad: anaucitya’di-viplava-rahitah sthayi nirbharananda-visranti-svabhavena
bhogena bhavakair bhujyate iti.”— :

The view of the Bhuktivadin-s (= we know them to be Bhattanayaka and
his followers) is that the vibhavadi-s take a generalised form with the help of
bhavana-vyapara which follows abhidhdvydpdfa._ These vibhavadi-s do not bother
about external objects and are present only through the agency of words. In poetry
and drama, these vibhavadi-s, though a-sadhdrana i.e. particular in nature (i.e.
though they are presented as individual Rama, Sita etc.), are realised as if in a
generalised form through bhavana-vyapara which follows the abhidha function.
Presented in a generalised form they get related to the samajika as if they are his
personal relations (sva-sambandhitaya vibhavitanam). Thus, there is no opposition
to these vibhavadi-s that operate in the heart of the bhavaka-s in the form of their
dlambana. Thus the bhavaka, through a vyapara or function called bhojakatva,
enjoys the supreme bliss which is of the form of repose of the sthayin, which is free
from all possible blemishes of impropriety etc.

"~ RS. then presents.the view of the abhivyakti-vadin-s almost in the words of
Abhinavagupta and Mammata. RS. observes (pp. 174, ibid) :

“anye tv anyatha samadhanam-ahuh - loke pramadadi-karanaih
sthayyanumane abhyasa-patavat, sahrdayanam kavye ndtye ca vibhavadi-pada-
vyapadesyaih a-sva-sambandhitvena ca sadharanyat pratitaih, abhivyaktibhiitah,
vasanatmakataya sthitah sthayt ratyadih, panaka-rasa-nydyena carvyapmano
lokottara-camatkari-paramanandam iva kandalayan rasa-ripa-tam apnoti.”—

The abhivyaktivadins suggest that it is the sthdyin of the sahrdaya that is
tasted as rasa. The sahrdaya reader or spectator of poetry or drama should be
adapt, at worldly level, in infering somebody else’s mental feelings through
external expressions. Such an expert spectator sees the vibhavadi-s present
through art-medium in a generalised and yet personally connected form. These
vibhavadi-s make for the manifestation of the sthayin and all these get combined
on the analogy of a beverage which is tasted and which causes extra-ordinary bliss
resulting in rasa-experience.

"RS. has not directly mentioned vyaiijana but $i. B. does not seem to oppose
it either. Singa-bhiipala observes that as the bhuktivadin-s and the abhivyaktivadins
" hold rasa to be rested in the samdjika and therefore he also has no objection to this
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view : (pp. 174, ibid).

“evafica bhukti-vyakti-paksayor ubhayor api samdajikanam rasasrayatvopa-
patter anyatara-paksa-parigraha’grahad udasmahe.”— As both bhuktivadin and
abhivyakrivadin accept rasa with reference to the samdjika, we (i.e. Singabhiipala)
do not feel like taking sides. This means both are acceptable to him so far as rasa-
experience is accepted by both to rest with the samdajika. Thus, RS. has avoided a
theoretical position concerning the process of rasa-nispatti but has accepted the
general agreement of both the views that rasa rests with the simdjika. This means
that he is not favourably inclined to the view of Lollata or Sri. Sankuka, the former
- “utpattivadin” preferring to locate rasa in anukadrya, the latter - “anumitivadin”
making rasa rest in “anukarta.” RS. makes the concluding observation (pp. 174,
175, ibid) favouring the view that the sthayin-s of the samajika-s are enjoyed as
rasa, with vikasa (flashing), vistara (expansion) viksobha (disturbance) and
viksepa (movement) as qualifying this experience of rasa. It may be noted that
these four citta-bhiimi-s are alluded to by Dhanaifijaya, but Bharata is not against
this. RS. observes : (pp. 174, 175 ibid) :

“prdyena bharatiya-mata’nusarinam prakriya tu loke karana-karya-
sahakari-rapatam upagata kavye ndtye va rasa-sukti-sudha-madhurt dhurinair
yathokta’bhinaya-sametair va, padarthatvena vibha’vanubhava-saficari-vyapadesam
ca prapitair nayika-nayaka candra-candrika-malayaniladi-bhruviksepa-
kataksapata-sveda-romancadi-nirveda-visadadi-ripair vasanatmakair atma-
sambandhitvena abhimatair bhavaih dharma-kirti-ratanam sad-anga-natya-
samaya-jiianam nana-desa-vesa-bhasa-vicaksanam nikhila-kala-kalapa-kovidanam
santyakta-matsarandm, sakala-siddhanta-vedinam rasabhava-viva-vecakanam
kavyarth-nihita-cetasam samajikanam manasi mudrd-mudrita-nydyena viparivartita
vasitas’ ca’bhivardhitah sthayino bhavah kavyarthatvena abhimatdh
bahyarthalambanatmakah santo, vikdsa-vistara-viksobha viksepatmakataya
vibhinnah, svariipena asvadyamanah paramananda-riipatdm dpnuvanti iti sakala-
sahrdaya-samvedana-siddhasya rasasya pramanantarend samsadhana-parisramah
Satrjana-citta-viksobhaya kevalam, na upayogdya iti prakrtam upasaramah.”

This is beautiful prose and makes excellent reading.

With this RS. embarks upon the varieties or number of rasa-s, which,
according to it, is eight such as $rngdra, hdasya, vira, adbhuta, raudra, karuna,
bibhatsa and bhayanaka. In these pairs of two each, the latter is derived from the
former : “esu uttaras tu purvasmat sambhiitat visamat samah—" (RS. II. 167, Pp-
175 ibid). :



6 TAPASVI NANDI SAMBODHI

RS. observes that as there is much to talk about srngara and as it pleases
all, srigara is taken up first for treatment (RS. II. 168, pp. 175, ibid). The varieties
sambhoga and vipralambha are accepted by RS. The latter is caused by many
reasons. RS. describes all sub-variéties due to various reasons. The word used is
“....adibhir vyajyate.” But this is not'RS.’s commitment to vyafijanda. Vyajyate’ here
may mean just “manifested.” RS. accepts karuna-vipralambha and refutes the
views of the Dasartipaka of Dhanaiijaya in this respect (RS. II. 218, 19 pp. 189,
ibid). Hasya is accepted as such. This follows accepted pattern. Vira has three
varieties such as dana-vira, yuddha vira and daya-vira (RS. II. 236, pp. 195, ibid).
RS. does not mention any varieties of either adbhuta or raudra or karuna though
Bharata has given three varieties of raudra and karuna. Bibhatsa is also ksobhaja,
$uddha and udvegi i.e. three-fold for Bharata and Dhanafijaya but RS. has not given
these varieties. Bhayanaka also is three-fold for Bharata such as vydja-janya,
aparadhajanya and vitrasitaka, but RS. has kept quiet over these varieties.

RS. has accepted ‘rasa-sarikara’ in its own way. When there is angangi-
bhava located with reference to two rasa-s, it is rasa-sarikara for RS. (II. 252, 253.
pp- 200 ibid). RS. has no faith in a rasa-sankara wherein two rasa-s of equal
prominence are juxta-posed. Sirigabhilpala says that this position is unacceptable
as there is no factor which decides in favour of one of the two to be tasted first:—

“kecit samanabalayor
anayoh sarnikaram viduh. 11 252b.
na partksaksamam idam
matam preksavatam bhavet,
tulyatve purvam asvadah
katarasyety aniscayat.”
But this argument seems primary. In a given illustration rasa is not to be
tasted one by one. As is the case of bhdva-sabalatd, so is the case of rasa-sankara

wherein the man of taste enjoys more than one rasa simultaneously in a given
illustration.

Rasa-virodha is treated in RS. following the lead of Anandavardhana (RS.
I 257-261, pp. 200, 201, ibid). Rasa’bhasa for RS. is subordination of the principal
rasa, or attaching greater importance to subordinate rasa is also rasa’bhdsa.
angena’ngt rasah svecchd-
vrtti-vardhita-sampada,
amatyena avinitena
svamiva-abhasatam vrajet.” (1. 263, pp. 202).
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Rasa”bhasa for RS. is four-fold such as a-raga, aneka-raga, tiryak-raga and
mleccha-raga. a-raga is lack of love aneka-raga is when one lady has affairs with
many heroes. Even a hero with equal love for many ladies gives rise to aneka-raga.
Tiryag-raga is expression of love among birds and beasts and mleccha-raga is love
for a lowly born. Meanwhile RS. refutes the view of Vidyadhara concerning tiryag-
raga. ,

We know that an-aucitya-pravrtti is said to be the cause of rasa-bhasa in
view of almost all predecessors of Singabhiipala. But $i. B. and Sa. have different
ideas about rasa’bhdsa where the pradhanya-apradhanya of angt and anga rasa-s
is taken into consideration, and this is throwing away tradition. But getting deeper
into the four varieties as suggested by the RS. perhaps we arrive at the acceptance
of tradition.

With this the consideration of some aspects of rasa and bhava in RS. ends.
The RS. has some fresh ideas and has remained open to the influence of both the
Kashmir and Malava schools of aesthetics in this respect.

Notes :

1. Abbreviated as RS.

2. Abbhreviated as Si. B.
*  All references are to the Ananthashayanam Edn., Trivendrum by T. Ganapati Shastri,
1916 A. D.

3. “§3” is $aradatanaya.

ooo



VISVEDEVAH!
S. S. GUPTA

While reading Rig Veda, I found that a large number of rsis have offered
many number of suktas and mantras to Vi$vedevah. Naturally, therefore, I
thought it desirable to find out who Vi§vedevah is ? What are his characteristics ?
What are his doings ? and what is his place in the galaxy of Devatis ?

I collected all the suktas and mantras that have been offered to
Visvedevah. They have been given in Appendix-1.

Appendix-1 shows that 53 rsis of Rigveda, i.e. 13.7%, have offered their full
suktas or mantras to Vi$vedevah. This is a good number in comparison with
suktas and mantras offered to other deities.

I started the study with the presumption that Vi§vedevah will also be a god
- like other deities — Aditi, Diti, Strya, Mitra, Usas, Savitd, Bhaga, Asvins, Akaga,
Prthivi, Vayu, Varuna, Indra etc., to name a few and so it will not be difficult to
know his virtues and field of activity. But this presumption proved to be wrong.
It appears, Vi$vedevah is no single god but hesrepresents all gods. This conclusion
has been made on several counts. First, most of the rsis do not even mention once
the name of Vi$vedevah in the sukta which they have offered to him. Instead,
several deities have been invited. Second, several rsis use word devagana or
devatas, which certainly are plural, denoting more than one deity or a collection
of gods. Third, rsi Vasistha calls all the thirty three deities (8. 28. 1) in place of
Visvedevah. Fourth, the Sanskrit word VISVE has two meanings — one pertaining
to world and second more than one’. Here, it is used in the second sense. Thus,
it can be concluded that Visvedevah represents all the deities of Rig Veda.

A question can be asked : why wise rsis of Rig Veda decided to offer their
suktas and mantras collectively to all the devatas of Rig Veda ? What is the
rationale behind it ?

It is clear that wise rsis wanted to convey several important ideas by
creating Vi$vedevah as a representative of all the devatds’. Some of them are :
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1. All the devatas of Rig Veda are complimentary to each other, they
are not competitive. These wise rsis have called the five basic elements —Akasa,
Prthivi, Agni, Vayu and Varuna as devatas. These devatas are natural phenomena.
The rsis have further conveyed, in their own way, that the permutation and
combination of these five basic elements (Paficha-Tattva) creates all the material
things and also provide subsistence to them. Naturally, it means that these devatis
are complimentary to each other and not enemical to one another. None of them
has any conflict of interest with others. So, rsis in suktas, offered to Visvedevah,
have invited each and every devata to come and accept Soma and bless them. This
shows their mutual cordiality. From this it may be inferred : i

— that every one is allowed to select a god for himself. This selection, it
seems to imply, should be on the basis of the similarity of the characteristics of the
selected devata and the inborn traits, instincts, nature etc. of the worshipper. This
is likely to be more beneficial and peace-giver. Inmediately the wave lengths of the
two will become the same.

— That every one is allowed to pray, besides his principal deity, any other
deity or more than one deity. There is no conflict.

— That when the devatas are friends to each other, naturally, their
followers cannot be enemical to each other. There is no scope for crusades, or
fights between the followers of the different sects like Siya and Sunni. History of
Hindu Dharma bears it out.

2. All the devatas are equal. None of them is superior to others. The way
the rsis have invited the gods to come and accept Soma clearly demonstrates that
there is no order of preference or priority. All have been treated alike.

3. All devatas are merciful. Rsis invite them and request them to give
them wealth, cows, horses, other animals, houses, helath, good children and
anything and everything which they need. And these devatas, in their goodness
kindness and benevolence, oblige.

A question may be ventured here. Why these devatis are kind-hearted and
benevolent ? Do they get pleased only by the offerings of Soma and give what is
demanded ? Is there any other message which the rsis tried to convey ? Let us try
to understand.

Prayers imply that you admit that the Deity is superior and more powerful
than you and that you want to humour him and to win his blessings and favours.
This, indirectly also means that you will obey his rules, his guidelines, his dictates.
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You will always remain subordinate to him and his will. You will try to win his
blessings by working according to his wishes, i.e., in the codperation and will
never try to insult him, i.e., exploit him beyond a reasonable limit or pollute him.
When these rules of the game are observed strictly then the devata smiles on you
and gives you what you want. In other words, prayers teach us to be contented,
self-disciplined, work in codperation with the devata (i.e., a natural phenomenon,
which he is), never try to over exploit nature or polluté it. This is key to happiness.

Thus, it is clear that Visvedevah, is no devata. He is a representative of all
devatas —a unique charater created by rsis to give very useful messages to
humanity so that they can remain healthy, happy and contented.

Notes :

1. References from Rig Veda have been given in brackets. They have been taken from either
Hindi translations of Pt. Shri Ram Sharma, Bareilly, or Dayananda Sarasvati, Delhi and
English translations by H. H. Wilson, Delhi or Ralph T. H. Griffith, Delhi.

2. Editor, Jai Shankar Joshi, Haldyudha-Ko$a, Sarasvati Bhavan, Varanasi, 1879.

3. Rsis have some different ideas about Visnu, Rudra, Brahma etc. Probably they are not
represented by Visvedevah.

Appendix-1

VISVEDEVAH
S. No. Suktas Rsi '
1 1.14 Medhatithi Kanvah
2 1.89 Gotamah Rahiiganah
3 1.90 Gotamah Rahiiganah
4 1.105 Kutsa Angirasa
5 1.106 Kutsa Angirasa
6 1.107 Kutsa Angirasa
7 1.122 Kaksiuvdna Dairglatamas (Ausijah)
8 1186 Agastyah |
9 I1.29 Kurmah Gartsamadah ‘
10 11.31 Grtsamada Bhiargava Saunakah
11. I1.54 Prajapatih vacyah, Prajapatih vai$vamitrah
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12.
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22
23.
24.
25.

26
27
28

29.
30.
31
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

111.56
1I1.57
IV.55
V.41
V.43
V.44
V.45
V.47
V.48
V. 49
V.50
V. 51
VI1.49
VI.50
V151
V.52
VIL35
VIL36

VIL37

VIIL.39
VIL.42
VII.43
VIIL.27
VIII.28
VIIL.29
VIIL.30
VIII.83
X.31
X.32
X.35

VISVEDEVAH

Prajapatih vacyah, Prajapatih vai$vamitrah
Prajapatih vacyah, Prajapatih vai$vamitrah
Vamdevah
Atri Bhaumah
Atri Bhaumah
Avatsaro Kasyapah Rsayah Drstalingah
Sadaprna Atreyah
Pratiratha Atreyah
Pratibhanu Atreyah
Pratiprabha Atreyah
Swasti Atreyah
Swasti Atreyah
Rjisva Bharadvajah
Rjisva Bharadvajah
Rjisva Bharadvajah
Rjisva Bharadvajah
Vasisthah
Vasisthah
Vasisthah
Vasisthah
Vasisthah
Vasisthah
Manu Vaivasvata
Manu Vaivasvata
Manu Vaivasvata and Ka$yapa Maricah
Manu Vaivasvata
Kusidi Kanavah
Kavasa Ailtisah
Kavasa Ailusah
Lusla Dhanakah

11
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42.
43.
44.

45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
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X.36 Lusla Dhanakah

X.56 Vrhaduktho Vamadhevyah

X.57 Bandhuh Subandhu Srutabandhuh, Viprabandhuh
‘Ganpayanah ‘

X.61 Nabhanedisthah Manavah

X.64 Gaiyah Platah '

X.65 Vasukarnah Vasukrah

X.66 Vasukarnah Vasukrah

X.92 Saryatah Manavah

X.93 Tanvah Parthyah

X.101 Budhah Saumyah

X.109 Juhit Brahamajaya

X.114 Dharmah Tapasah

X.126 Anhomuk Vamdevayah

X.128 Vihavya Angirasah

X.137 Sapta Rsayah

X.141 Agni Tapash

X.157 Sadhano Bhauvanah

X.164  Prachetd Angirasah

X.181 Prathah Vasisthah

MANTRA

1.3.7-9 Madhucanda Vai$vamitrah

1.23.10-12 Medhatithih Kanvah

1.139.1 Parucepah Daivodasih

1.164.1-41  Dirghatamah Auchathyah

111.8.9-10 Vis$vamitrah Gathirnah

[11.20.1-5 Gathi Kausikah

V.26.9 Vasliyavah Atreyah

V.46.1-6 Pratiksatra Atreyah
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9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

VI.21.9-11
VIL.48.4
VIL.50.3
VIII1.25.10-12
VIIL.54.3-4
VIIL69.11
1X.67.27
X.33.1
X.62.1-6
X.63.1-14,17

VISVEDEVAH 13

Bharadvajah Barhaspatyah
Vasisthah

Vasisthah

Visvamana Vaiya$vah
Matrisva Kanvah
Priyamedha Angirasah
Vasisthah

Kavasa Ailiisah
Nabhanedisthah Manavah
Gaiyah Platah

oaoo



UPAVEDAS - ARTHASASTRA IN RAMAYANA
RAJALAKSHMI SRINIVASAN

Vedas deserve an outstanding place in the history of world scriptures.
Hindus consider the word of vedas as the word of God and believe that the Vedas
control their thinking and feelings. It is not only foremost in literature because of
its antiquity, but it is also not possible to understand the spiritual life and culture
of Indians without acquiring an insight into the vedic literature. The word ‘Veda’
means ‘knowledge’, knowledge pag excellence, sacred, secular and complete.

Vedas are considered to be the breath of the Almighty God. As God is
immortal, the breath of God, the Vedas are also immortal. They, in sound form
pervade the sky. Sound in its primal sense is not what we always understand it to
be in common parlance. All sounds need not necessarily be audible to human
perceptivity, for sounds, which though apparently inaudible, do still exist. It can be
very well illustrated by the playing of a wireless receiving set. The wireless set can
catch and transmit sound, which is otherwise not audible to the human ear.

Only the pure and perfect hearing organ can hear the vedic sounds. A mind
turned inwards in meditative quietitude is free and therefore, fearless. It has
restored to itself, its pristine capacity to see instantly, clearly, factually. Then there |
is no conflict between what an unprepared mind takes it to be, and what an
unrelenting memory wants it to be. Thus the great seers with their pure and
powerful hearing organs were able to grasp those sounds and they interpreted and
passed them on to the posterity. That is how it was passed on from one generation
to another orally. The vedic hymns composed of sounds and words have to be
pronounced in the same manner with high, medium and low pitch, technically
named udatta, anudatta and swarita or otherwise the meaning would change.

Now, the prevailing Vedas can be said to be mainly a collection of rules and
regulations to be followed in our life-span time. These are also named as
Dharmasastras. There are 18 Dharmasastras to be followed and they are, 4 Vedas,
4 Upavedas, 6 Vedangas, auxiliaries of Vedas, Puranas, Dharmasastras, Tarkasastras
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and Mimamsa.

Vedas - Rg., Yajur, Sama and Atharva

Upavedas - Ayurveda, Dhanurveda, Gandharva veda and Artha Sastra or Niti
Sastra.

Vedangas - Siksd, Vyakaranam, Chandas, Nirukta, Jyotisa and Kalpa.

Each one has many subdivisions and put together, collective name of all
these can be said to be Vedas - i.e. Knowledge. Normally any knowledge or any
deed is divided into two divisions - sacred and secular. Four essential aspects of the
vedic study are laid down, such as the study of the Rsis, the authors of the Vedas,
Chandas, the metres, Daivatas, the vedic mythology and Yoga, the ritualistic
application of the vedic literature. The sacred ones came to be known as Vedas
imparting the rela ultimate knowledge pertaining to the higher level and the
secular which are considered slightly lower than the Vedas but at the same time,
equally important and essential, came to be known as Upavedas.

The aim of life is to obtain the real truth or knowledge and the Vedas
specify certain codes of rules to achieve that. Adi Sankara in his ‘Sopana paficakarn’
said -

“Vedo nityamadhtyatam taduditam karma svanusthiyatam |

Tenesasya vidhiyatamapacitih kamye matirtyajyatam ||”

Vedas have to be studied ever. The deeds specified therein have to be
followed meticulously and diligently; and one has to follow these actions in one’s
life and one has to abandon the desires from one’s mind.” To follow th_eSe rules and
regulations, the essential instrument to be used is the human body, given by God.
It is impossible to achieve these pursuits, the goal of life, without a healthy body
and healthy mind. Kalidasa says in Raghuvamsa (canto 5) ‘Sariramddyam khalu
dharmasadhanam’ body is, indeed the main requirement to achieve these dharmas.
These four ‘Upavedas’ stress the importance of the maintenance of hale and
healthy body and give ways and means to keep it sound and fit.

As tradition goes, there were only three Vedas, ‘trayi’ i.e. Rg. yajur and sama
and later on with the addition of ‘atharvan’ it came to be known as ‘caturvedas’.
In the same way, in due course of time, these secular arts and sciences; having
divine touch and origin might have taken separate branches and came to be
known as ‘upavedas’. ‘Upa’ means ‘close’ ‘nearby’ i.e. very near to the ‘vedas’. To my
knowledge, there can be any number of .upavedas but tradition has prescribed only
four as Ayurveda, Dhanurveda, Gandharva veda and Arthasastra.
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Arthasastra really means science of wealth and it is connected with Atharva
veda. In true sense, it is Economics. It includes $astras like Nitisastra, the science
of Ethics, Rajyasastra, the science of Politics, Dharmasastra, Public Administration,
Taxation policies, law making, implementing, budget making, allotments of funds
for different projects, appointment of higher officials, labourers, special duty
officers during emergency such as war-time, protection of the kingdom and people
in all respects are all elaborated in this science. Dharmasastra deals with both
single person’s duties and responsibilities as well as that of the society as a whole.
So the connotation and subject matter of this is very vast and one can understand
the importance of this Sastra, as it is connected with wealth and economics which
are essential for day to day living. Because of its nature one can see its description
in the kavyas, Puranas, and other classical literatures in one form or other. The
original book for this §astra is the ‘arthasastra’ written by ‘Kautilya’. Peaceful and
comfortable life is needed to pursue knowledge and this science gives the way for
that, hence might have been included as a ‘Upaveda’. Unlike other upavedas which
are postfixed with the word veda, knowledge, this one is not posted with the word
of knowledge but of science.

In classical literatures this sdstra plays an important role. Bhatta Bana’s
‘Sukandsa upadesa’ is a concrete example which cannot be ignored at any point
of time no matter whichever region one may belong to. Dandi’s
o Dasakumaracaritam’ the expedition of ten princes and sharing of their experiences
is a unique description. In ‘Kalidasa’s’ creations we see the king’s responsibilities
and how they pursued it without any blemish is a wonderful depiction. The
characteristic qualities of the kings of Raghu race motivated him to compose
‘Raghuvamsam’. The kingly duties are well depicted and the taxation pohcy of
Dilipa is very famous and it has surpassed time and space.

Prajanam - bhutyarthameva tabhyo balimagrahit
- Sahasrgunamutsrustumadatte hi rasam ravih | Raghuvamsa 1-18

King Dilipa collected taxes only to provide beneficial comforts for his own
people. The sun sucks the water from the earth only to rain them back profusely.

Now let us see how this science has been dealt with in Ramayana.
Ramayana is the life history of Rama, son of King Dasaratha. Being the son of the
great emperor, and as monarchy prevailed at that time, the next heir apparent to
the throne after King Dasaratha was Rama, the eldest of the four sons. In this
context the close connection of this state-craft can be understood clearly. Society
is comprised of the ruler and the ruled. Both have to follow the rules and
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regulations with a proper code of conduct which will envisage peace and comfort
in society. Here, it is important to specify that the ruler should have a disciplined
life and should follow the ethical code of conduct and has to be a role model to
the people, as the saying goes, ‘yathd rdja tatha prajah.’ As is the king so are the
subjects.” In Ramayana the word used to rule over the country is itself a very
significant one. Normally the term ‘§as’ is used for ruling over the state. But
Valmiki uses the word ‘upasitva’ ruling over the country is ‘a dedicated worship.’
‘ramo rajyam updsitva’. This is the basic quality expected of a ruler. He should have
steady mind ‘sthiracittah. Valmiki describes Rama’s kingly personality. His
physique as having all ‘rajalaksana’ kingly symbols according to the ‘samudrika
sastra.’

‘Vipulamso mahabahuh kambugrivo mahahanuh

Mahorasko mahesvaso gudhajatrurarindamah

Ajanubahuh susirah sulalatah suvikramah subhalaksanah’ (VR, 1 - 12)

Having broad shoulders, long arms extending upto knee, big chin, broad
chest etc. and his mental capabilities as an ideal king. ‘dharmajiiah’ ‘satyasandhah’
‘prajanam  hiteratah’  ‘ripunisudanah’ ‘dharmasya  pariraksitah’
‘sarvalokapriyassadhuh’ ‘dhanurvede ca nisthitah’ ‘nitiman’ ‘aryah’
‘sadaikapriyadarsanah’ ‘kalagnisadrsah krodhe’ ‘priyadarsanah’ knower of dharma’,
‘strict follower of truth’, ‘protector of dharma’, ‘amicable to people’, ‘slater of
enemies,” etc. Dasaratha wanted to coronate Rama, a receptacle of all good
qualities, as a heir apparent to the throne as he was the fittest and more proper
heir to the throne. Dasaratha knew very well about Rama and also about the
people who love to have him as king. When it was announced, people were so
happy that they started to dance like peacocks seeing water bearing clouds.
‘vrstimantam mahamegham nardanta iva barhinah’. He was not only given training
prescribed for a warrior king but also got special training from sage Vi$vamitra.
With all that when King Dasaratha called Rdma to disclose the great news of
coronation, he gives an advise as to how he was to conduct himself as a king.

‘kamastvam prakrutyaiva nirnito gunavanasi
gunavatyapi tu snehdt putra vakshyami te hitam
bhuyo vinayamasthaya bhava nityam jitendriyah
kamakrodhasamuthitani tyajesva vyasandani ca
paroksaya vartamano vrttyd pratyaksaya tathd
amatyaprabhrtih sarvah prajascaiva anurafijaya
tasmdtputra tvamatmdanam niyamyaiva samacara.’
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O ! My Son, by nature itself you possess all good and pleasant qualities.
Though you are an ideal son, my love and affection for you make me talk like this,
so that you may be a better king. Be controlled, don’t allow desire and anger to
overpower you at anytime. Have a complete control over your senses and desires
and rule the kingdom in a praiseworthy manner so that people can be happy with

7

you.

Whenever Rama is described as a king he is described as
‘prajapalanasamyuktah’ totally dedicated in protecting the people,
‘ragopahatendriyah’ ‘not being attracted by the glamour of sense perception.’
Dasaratha says ‘purvakairmama rajendro ih sutavatparipalitam’ ‘the whole
kingdom was taken care of by my ancestors just like their own sons with love and
affection.” While describing the tender and loving qualities of Rama the people say

‘Ramah satpuruso lokesatyah satyapardyanah |

éakgddr&mddviniryrtto dharmascapi sriya saha’ || (VR II, 2-29)

The dharma rests in Rama. Rama is an embodiment of ‘satya’ and ‘dharma’
righteousness, truth along with prosperity rest in Rama.

‘prajasukhatve candrasya vasudhayah ksamagunai
bhuddhya brhaspatestulyo virye saksacchipateh’ (VR II. 2-30)

He is just like the moon in caring for the prosperity and welfare of the
people. ‘pourans vajanavannityam kusalam pariprcchati.’ After winning over the
enemies, when he returned with victory, mounted on elephant or chariot, Rima
used to enquire about the welfare of the people personally as though they were his
own kith and kin. He shared the sentiments and emotions of people and acted
accordingly. Dadaratha is described as ‘maharsikalpo rajarsih trisu lokesu visrutah.
He was like a sage and is called a ‘rajarsi’ ‘mitravan’ had lot of good friends
‘dirghadarst’ had the power to foresee ‘vijitendriyah’ had control over his senses.
The people in his kingdom were all very happy and satisfied with what they had,
they were not greedy, spoke the truth. It seems literacy was available to all. They
all were dedicated to the king and had full faith in’ him.

Valmiki dedicates one whole chapter to describe the ministers and their
personalities, duties and responsibilities in the court of Dasaratha. Almost all of
them were sages and hence never had any selfish motives to amass wealth for their
own sakes. They were ‘mantrajfiaih’ ‘had the knowledge of counselling’ ‘ingitajiiai’
‘understand just by gestures’ ‘Sucayah” ‘pure and holy’ they were impartial at the

rules of law ‘praptakalam tu te dandam patayeyuh sutesvapi’ ‘they used to give the



Vol. XXVIl, 2004 UPAVEDAS - ARTHASASTRA IN RAMAYANA 19

same punishment to their own son if he was accused.” ‘vidyavinitah’, ‘well
educated but humble’ ‘niyatendriyah’ ‘controlled their senses’, ‘rdajasastram
anusthitaih’ they used to follow the rules and regulations of the state craft. ‘yatha
vacanakarinah’ ‘they never go back on their words.” One more special mention is
made here by Valmiki which is a significant one ‘paraspara anuraktasca’ they used
to consult their collegues, the other ministers, after counseling. Through Rama’s
words Valmiki says that even if one such minister is there that is enough for the
state government. In ‘kaccit sarga’ Rama while adivising state-craft to the new
king Bharata says

‘ekopi amatyo medhavi siiro dakso vicaksanah rajanam rdjaputranam va
prapayen mahatim sriyam’ (VR. II - 100, 24). ,

Counselling is very important in the state affairs not only in ordinary
peaceful time but also in emergency periods like war etc., when the preparations
for war are on, on seeing the monkey chief and other Rama’s military troupe,
Ravana was perturbed and he called for an emergency session. There he said
‘mantramulam hi vijayam prahurdryah manasvinah’ (VR VI-6-5), it is only through
good counselling one can take a proper decision that will bring success. Here he
gives three types of counselling, the best, medium and the worst in very clear
manner.

‘trividhah purusah loke uttamadhamadhyamah

tesam tu samavetandm gunadosau vadamyaham

mantrastribhirhi samyukto samarthaimantranirnaye

mitrairvapi samanarthaibandhavairapi hitairapi

sahito mantrayitva yah karmarambhan pravartayet

daive ca kurute yatnam tamahuh purusottamam (VR VI-6, 7 & 8).

One has to take the counselling of those ministers who are efficient in
counselling, one’s own friends, equal status colleagues, with close relatives and
with the well-wishers and then one has to start the work, leaving the rest on fate
and that is the best way of taking successful decision. When one person, having
full faith in dharma takes the decision and does the work by oneself is the medium
way of counselling. Without really understanding the situation, the pros and cons
of the situation, abandoning the faith in dharma if one proceeds in his motive it
will lead one to total disaster and failure. So Ravana addressed his ministers that
they were all good in counselling and whatever decision they have taken in the
past were fruitful and never ever failed. ‘sarvakrtyani yusmabhih samarabdhani
sarvada | mantrakarmaniyuktani na jatu viphalani me.’ (VR VI 12-8).
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Decision taking is also very well depicted in the court scene of Ravana
where he requested his brother Kumbhakarna to help him to fight against his
enemies, Rama and his military forces. When Ravana requested him to give a
proper plan so that he did not give back Sita and also kill Rama and Laksamana.
‘adeya ca yatha Sita vadhyou dasaratatmajau’ (VR VI 2,25), he wanted to achieve
both fruits at one stroke. At that time kumbhakarna got angry and uttered:

‘O ! king if one does the work after a long and deep thought with proper
justice he will never regret the decision he has taken. But without knowing the
sequence of work one, who does wrong deeds in a haphazard way without
knowing the science of statecraft, would brood over his own decision and fail in
all his endeavours. Here, he hinted to his elder brother Ravana that he should have
asked his counselling even before he has abducted Sita. That is the proper way of
planning in decision making.

‘Nyayena rajakaryani yah karoti dasanana

Na sa santapyate pascanniscitartha matirnrpah

Yah pascat purvakaryani karmanyabhicikirsati

Pitrvam caparakdryani sa na veda nayanayau’ (VR VI- 12, 31 & 32)

The protection of the country is also described in a proper way. In science
of statecraft protection of the country from the enemies, preparation for war, are
also important subjects to be dealt with. Even at times of peace vigilant security
forces had to be maintained. A good king is always alert with military forces. In
Sundara Kanda when Haniimdan entered Lanki in secrecy, he was roaming around
the city and was watching the beauty and different features of Lanka the capital
of Ravana. There, he described how the city was protected with secret military
forces hiding in secret places. He used ‘guhdm dsivisairiva’ for Lanka, it was like’
a tunnel full of venomous serpants, ‘vapra prakdra jaghanam’ a moat adored the
city like a gridle, ‘sataghni’ guns, ‘iila’ spears and many kinds of weapons are
described and on seeing the city thus protected, Haniiman the greatest of warriors
lost his confidence and wonderstruck as how to enter into the city, find out Sita
and take revenge on Ravana. ‘kenopdyena pasyeyam maithilim janakatmajam’
Hanuman tells Rama ‘nddeyam parvatam vanyam krtrimam ca caturvidham’.
Lanka was protected in all possible ways like water, mountains, forests and the
artificial equipments like ‘rathagajaturagapadadi’ chariots, elephants, chivalry and
soldiers. Even while describing Ayodhya Valmiki says ‘sarvayantrayudhavatim’ the
city was filled with all types of ammunitions. ‘sataghnisatasankulam’ hundreds of
guns were there in that city, ‘durgagambhiraparikham durgamanyairdurdsadam’ it
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was having a strong fort and it was surrounded by a long and deep moat.

Administration of actions is also emphasised here. Valmiki candidly says
that ‘arthanrthantare bhuddhih niscitapi na sobhate.’ The idea or the solution for the
problems may be very apt and good, but it has to be put into action at the
appropriate time lest it be useless and waste. The ideal qualities of an emissary is
also very well brought out here. When Hanuman met Rama after meeting Sita, he
was praised for his efficiency thus -

‘yo hi bhrtyo niyuktah san bhartra karmani duskare
kuryat tadanuragena tamahuh purusottamam’ (VR VI, 1.7.)

‘He is the best servant, who after carry out the difficult task of his master
successfully, further got the news and information pertaining to that deed for
further action.” Hanuman’s mission was to meet Sita but he had not only met Sita
gave her the signet ring, pacified her, but also did certain other important useful
actions by which he came to know of the prowess of Ravana and his military
forces, which are very useful for Rama to pursue his mission of war. The essential
qualities for a ‘duta’ (emissary) are brought well in the character of Hanuman and
especially in ‘Sundrakandam’ when he met Ravana. Carrying out the emissary-
work needs a lot of diplomacy. Sita had not seen Hanuman and so also Hanuman.
Ravana being a demon could assume any form he liked, and the friendship
between the human beings and the monkey is also not a normally expected one.
Besides, Sita was also in total depressed form and was not in a position to think
and reciprocate to Hanuman’s talks. Hanuman again and again thought as to
how to convince her that he was an emissary sent by Rama so that she could have
full confidence in him. After a great deal of thought, he slowly got down from the
simsupa tree and with full of devotion and humility started to talk to her.

-‘esa doso mahan hi syanmama sitabhibhasane

pranatyagasca vaidehya bhavedanabhibhasane

bhutascartha virudhyanti desakalavirodhitah

viklavam diitamasadya tamah suryodaye yatha

arthanarthantare bhuddhih niscitapi na sobhate. (VR. V. 30. 36 & 37)

If the emissary is clever enough to understand the situation properly and
act in a diplomatic way it brings a lot of good and comfort to the master, his
worry is thrown away just as the darkness is eradicated at the time when sun
rises. But if an idea or plan however great and apt, is not handled in a proper way
and at proper time it becomes a waste and ruins the whole action. Diplomacy and
presence of mind to understand the situation is very important and that is
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emphasized in depicting the character of Hanuman as an emissary. Even in
Adhyatma Ramayana, the spiritual version of Ramayana the important qualities of
emissary are depicted nicely. -

‘karyarthamagato ditah svamikaryavirodhatah
anyakincittasampadya gaccatyadhama eva sah’ (AR VI 3 - 69).

‘A messenger who has been sent for one purpose, if he returns merely after
accomplishing his mission without doing something more in extension of it, is the
most inferior type of messenger.’

These are all the applications of statecraft which we saw in practice in
Ramayana. But there is also theoretical treatise about the politics and public
administration in Ayodhyakanda when Bharata came to Citrakiita to take back
Rama to Ayodhya. ‘kaccit sarga’ is famous chapter where Rama gives a detailed
description of statecraft, for Bharata to be a good statesman. There he asks
Bharata whether he has appointed people in the state affairs who have mastered
‘arthasastra’ ‘arthasastravisaradam.’ He also advised to pay proper salaries at
correct time so that it would not create problems. Here he advises as to how taxes
have to be levied and collected. The budget has to be prepared in such a way that
there should not be any deficit financing. ‘a@yaste vipulakkaccit kaccit alpataro
vyayah.” The treasury has to be in the responsibility of a worthy person ‘apatresu
na te kaccit koso gacchati Raghava’ (VR II - 100 - 54).

The much talked about and the controversial incident in Rdmayana is the
slaying of Vili. There if one takes the dharmasastra and niti§astra’ it is not difficult
to explain the just action of Rama. In Ridmayana, it is told that there are three
types of laws described, one is the city civilization in Kosala, with its capital
Ayodhya, second is the forest region seen in Guha’s and Vali’s gangetic and
Kishkindha region and the third is the civilization of demons in Lanka. Though the
differences and the nature of civilization are much talked about, it can be easily
seen that there are only two civilizations namely ‘dharmic’ and ‘adhdrmic’. In the
Vali episode, his physical form is an animal one, but in real he was the son of Indra
and had mastered all the Vedas and Dharmasastras. He is a valorous person and
even conquered Ravana. The latter not being to face him befriended him and
made a peace treaty. Perhaps that is what Rama had in his mind when he says

‘bhartas tu mahipalo vayam tvadesavartinah
tvam ca dharmadtikrantah katham s$akyamupeksitam
gururdharmavyatikrantam prajno dharmena palayan
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vayam tu bharatadesavadhim krtva harisvara
tvadvidhanbhinnamaryadan nigrahitum vyavasthitah.
(VR IV 18, 24 & 25).

‘Bharata is the king of Ayodhya and he is ruling the whole kingdom having
it as his capital. ‘We are all appointed by him to take care of the forest region and
it is my duty to establish dharma and enforce law and order, take care of the code
of conduct.’” So Vali has swerved from his dharma hence has to be punished, killed.

Code of laws for war was also prescribed and it was carried out. When an
enemy is tired and unarmoured, it is not proper to wage war with him. Here the
famous statement of Rama to Ravana is very significant. Rama asked Ravana to
go back from the battlefield and come fresh and re-equipped the next day to fight.

Krtam tvaya mahat karma subhimam
Hatapravirasca krtastrayaham

Tasmat parisranta iti vyavasya

na tvam saraimrtyuvasam nayami

prayahi janami randrditastvam....(VR VI 59, 142).

People were very well cared for. The king or the high officials never used
to trouble or disturb the people at any time. After hearing from Hanuman about
the situation in Lanka, Rama started collecting all the monkeys for their mission
of fighting. A large number of monkeys, bears and others were marching towards
the sea-shore. But to avoid disturbance to the people living in the city Rama gave
strict orders that this marching of army should not cause any disturbance to the
people. It was also carried out in strict discipline.

‘Ramasya $asanam jiatva bhimakopasya bhitavat

varjayn nagarabhyasan tatha janapadanapi’ (VR VI 4 -38).

‘Understanding the order of Rama, afraid of the wrath of Rama when his
orders were trespassed, the whole army marched towards the sea- -shore leaving the
cities and towns, without -any disturbance to the people.’

Like this there are several instances in Ramayana which bring out the
principles of Arthasastra and Nitisastra in a clear, simple and useful manner.
These advices and aphorisms are not only useful at that time when this treatise
was written but also for future times across centuries. Code of conduct and
personnel character are very essential for a good and harmonious society, so that
people can lead a peaceful and comfortable life and thus it leads one to enjoy
heavenly bliss, which is the ultimate aim of human life. Like this all the vedic and



24 RAJALAKSHMI SRINIVASAN SAMBODHI

upavedic principles are elaborated nicely in the epic Ramayana and the study of
Ramayana will be ever beneficial to mankind.
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MIRABAI IN GUJARATI TRADITION

YAJNESHWAR S. SHASTRI

Mirabai is one of the most popular saint-poets, that India has produced.
Divine love and longing for Lord Krsna, exclusively expressed in her beautiful
poems has been sung in Indian households for more than four hundred years. In
the history of Bhakti movement, Mirabai has left unimaginable impression on the
minds of common people of India. Inspite of the fact that she was a woman, the
sheer force of her spiritual realization made her a focus of great veneration. She
occupies a unique place in the line of great mystics of India.

Throughout the medieval period in the history of Hinduism, there arose a *
series of extraordinary saint-poets, who preached the gospel of divine love and
ecstasy. These saint-poets emerged as the reformers to steer the faith away from
distortions. They were concerned with the protection of the essence of the religion,
which is true devotion to God. They did their best to rid religion of unwanted
fringe elements that tampered with its true nature and practice. This reformation
was the need of the hour. At a time, when Muslim rule was being established over
most of India and the older classical orthodoxy was losing its hold upon the
people’s mind, the Bhakti movement once again, demonstrated the resilience of
Hinduism, its capacity to enable its followers to restate and reinterpret the eternal
variety in the light of changed circumstances. These saint-poets brought two
important changes in their way of preaching. First of all, to make the religion
common man friendly, they gave less importance to erudition and stressed the
importance of devotion (Bhakti) to god. The easiest way to realize God, they
pointed out, was just taking His name with unflinching faith. They just evoked the
god-loving nature inherent in people. They taught that, every act - physical, mental
or spiritual, vocal - is God-ordained and every right act is an act of worship. In this
way, these saints democratized religion by making it accessible to everybody.
Secondly, they used the native language of the people to teach the truths of
religion, through songs and simple poems. Previous teachings of Hinduism were
exclusively in Samskrt language, limited to the scholarly world. These saint-poets
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broke away from the age old tradition and used regional languages and dialects
to propogate their message. Because of their efforts, message of Hinduism reached
every corner of India. Mirabai belongs to this galaxy of reformers of India.

There is a lot of controversy about Mirabai’s dates of birth, marriage and
death. Some think that she born in 1498 A. D. and died in 1573 A. D. Some others
say that, she was born in 1497 A. D. and died in 1547 A.D. (K. P. Bahadur, p. 11-
21). She was born in the royal family of Merta (Rajasthan) in the town Kudki
(Bajoli, according to some scholars). Her father was Raja Ratansingh. When Mira
was just two years old, she lost her mother and she grew up under the
guardianship of her grandfather - Rao Duda. Gujarati poet Dayaram says, “She
was unequal in her beauty and virtues, so she was named Mira (riipa guna
samovada kot nahi, mate riidu dharyu Mirabai nam) Mird’s grandfather was a
great devotee of Lord Krsna and holy men and saints were visiting his palace very
often. Mird grew up in a purely devotional atmosphere and her spiritual
tendencies developed from an early age. She became a staunch devotee of Lord
Krsna from her childhood and had dedicated her life to Him. She was married to
Prince Bana Bhoja, the eldest son of King Rana Sangram Singh of Mewar in 1516
A. D., when she was just eighteen years old. After her marriage, she continued to
devote her entire time to the worship of Lord Krsna, incurring the displeasure of
her relatives. She lost her husband at an early age. Prince Bhoja died in the battle
in 1525 A. D., about nine years after her marriage. Shortly after that, she lost her
father and father-in-law, who really cared for her well-being, in circa 1528 A. D.
and 1527 A. D. respectively. It must have been a great shock to Mira. After these
sudden fateful events, realizing the transient nature of the world, she dedicated
her life to worshipping and singing the praise of Lord Krsna. Her beautiful
compositions are among the most moving devotional songs of Hinduism. She, like
other saint-poets, gave a tremendous boost to popular Hinduism. Mira’s poems
have musical quality and number of her poems have been rendered on disks and
cassettes. ‘

Mirabai had composed poems in Marwdari (Rajasthani), Braja and Gujarati
languages. She belonged to Rajasthan, and so it is quiet natural that she had
composed most of her poems in the Marwari dialect. She had spent few years in
Vrindavana and spent her later years in Dwaraka (Gujarat), so, she has composed
some of her poems in Braja and Gujarati languages, as well. Scholars believe that,
she has composed 1312 poems in all. Some scholars came to the conclusion that,
among these, 400 poems are in Gujarati and some other think that, she has
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composed not more than 246 poems in Gujarati language. It is believed that,
unable to bear the harassment of her brother-in-law, Mira left Rajasthan, went to
Vrindavana and stayed there for a few years. After that, she came to Dwaraka in
Gujarat and spent the later years of her life there dedicating herself to Lord Krsna.
This view is-supported by Mird’s own poem, in which she says : ‘It is sin to drink
water, in the kingdom of Rana, saying thus, she leaves Mewar on the left, Mira
goes to the West.” (Ranajina deshma mare jala re piwane dosh, dabo melyo Mewar
re Mira gayi paschimamahya—Mirana shrestha pada, 4).

Mirabai’s influence on Gujarati tradition is multi-faceted. She occupies
unique place in the history of medieval Gujarati literature. She is considered as the
first woman poetess of Gujarat (Adi Kaviyitri). She is looked upon as one of the
greatest devotional poets of contemporary Gujarati literature. She is the
connecting link of love between Gujarat and Rajasthan (Gujarati ane Rajasthan ne
jodati premkadi). Narasi Mehta and Mirabai are called two jewels of Gujarati
literature. Scholars of Gujarati literature believe that, for the first time, poetic
flame is lit by these two poets in Gujarat. These two poets inspired several
devotional poets of Gujarat. Shri Govardhanram - well-known litterateur of
Gujarat, while writing on the medieval poets of Gujarat, says, “all over India new
era started, new lamps were lit and new lamps were lit in Gujarat by these two
poets, viz., Narasi Mehta and Mirabai” (A. B. Dhruva. P.). Influence of her poems
on Gujarat is so great that men and women, young and old alike, irrespective of
caste and creed, sing her songs at village and city temples, wedding ceremonies,
at village wells and in the streets, even today. Her songs are sung in the dramas
on the subject of devotion. Several dramas and novels depicting her life story, are
written in Gujarat. Several poems are composed highlighting her divine love and
devotion towards Lord Krsna by many poets of Gujarat. Programmes of singing of
her songs are arranged on special occasions and festivals like, Krsnastami
(birthday of Krsna) and Ramanavami (birthday of Rama). Professional groups of
singers sing her songs in temples and musical programmes. People in Gujarat like
to listen to her melodious compositions full of devotion, even today.

Mirabai’s poems are spontaneous outbursts of her emotions. She had
adopted local dialect to express her love and devotion towards Lord Krsna. Though
Mira has an all India context and significance, she has influenced peoples from all
walks of life in Gujarat. Like her Marwari poems, poems composed in Gujarati
language reflect intense love for Lord Krsna, obsession towards Krsna and
complete self-surrender. She followed the path of divine love with unflinching faith
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and dedication, inspite of public censure, persecution by her own family members
and even attempts on her life.

There are several ways to God-realization, such as path of knowledge
(Jhanayoga), path of action (Karmayoga), path of devotion or divine love
(Bhaktiyoga) and so on. Mirabai adopted the path of divine love to realize the God.
Bhaktiyoga - the path divine love - is considered as a potent source of spiritual
realization in Hindu tradition. In this path, there is a deep and emotional
relationship between the individual and the God. Narada Bhaktisiitra defines,
‘devotion as ardent love for God (Isware paramdapritih bhaktih).’ It involves the
turning of the emotions towards the Divine envisaged in human form, whether it
is Lord Krsna, Lord Rama or Lord Siva. It involves the passionate outpouring of the
emotions culminating in a spiritual rapture of union with the chosen divine form.
This path tells us that love for objects that are fleeting and perishing, is the cause
of misery, while love for God, who is eternal source of all things, makes for ever-
lasting happiness. The Hindu scriptures enumerate nine kinds of devotion towards
the Lord, such as : listening to the praises of the Lord; chanting name of God;
performing ritual worship; adoration by prostating onself before God; serving him
as a servant; considering God as a companion or friend and complete self-
surrender unto the God. All these characteristics of devotion are found in the
Mirabai’s poems. Again, Hindu scriptures mention that, one can love the God in
many forms : as father, as mother, as friend, as husband, as beloved and as child.
These emotional attitudes towards God are called Bhavas, which are of nineteen
kinds (Y. S. Shastri.). Among these, love of a wife towards her husband
(kantabhava) or romantic love of a lover and the beloved (madhuryabhava) are
considered as the highest kinds of bhavas. Mirabai worshipped Lord Krsna in the
Madhuryabhava and Kantabhava, in which love for God takes the nature of a lover-
beloved or a husband-wife kind of relationship. Not only this, many of her poems
depict the complete surrender of the individuality, which is the final act of love.
This kind of absolute surrender unto God is known as Sarandgati in Vaisnavism.

According to Hindu tradition, both the worship of God with form and of the
formless Cosmic Absolute, lead one to the Supreme Being. The latter path is
difficult to tread. Mirabai chose the first path, the easier way to God and
worshipped the Lord with the rapture of love and unswerving devotion. She
surrendered both, mind and heart to Lord Krsna.

Mirabai immersed herself in Krsna’s love and devotion and enjoyed
describing Krsna’s childhood, his youthful pranks, his dalliance with the Gopis
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(milkmaids) of Vrindavana, his magical feats, his resplendent personality,
epitomizing the divine lover, who summons the human souls to the golden notes
of his eternal flute. These are all parts of the great heritage of Hinduism.

Mird’s love and devotion for Krsna is variegated. She loved the Lord Krsna
as a beloved, as husband, as master, as friend, as the Lord of the universe and
imperishable Supreme Being. Her love towards the Lord is very pure, divine,
spontaneous and natural. Immersed in deep devotion and love, she had no use for
worldly riches and pleasures. In one of her poems, she says :

- “T am in love with your face,
Mohan dear, I am in love with your face.
When I saw your face,
The whole world became tasteless for me.
Such is the happiness of worldly ones,
Like' the water of mirage.
It should be discarded as worthless.
Worldly pleasures are fragile,
Marry and to be widowed.
why should I desire it ? (Mirana shreshtha pada = MSP 1)

In another poem she says, ‘my mind is pierced and my heart is stolen by the
Lord, what shall I do ?

People of the town blame me. But I do not care. I sing praise of the Lord.
An elephant strides through a crowded street, if a dog barks, how does it matter
to the elephant ! '

1 keep forgetting household chores, nor do I like the food. There 1s no sleep
in my eyes.” (MSP-6). :

Mira wept for Krsna, she spent sleepless nights tossing about in bed for a
sight of Him. Her heart ached for Him and His image was ever etched in it. She
tells, ‘how can I forget God,

How can I expel God from the heart’ (MSP-62).
She was struck with knife of divine love. She says,
“Of love, of love, yes, of love,

The knife of love has struck me.”
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(Premani premani premani re, mane lagi katari premant re. MSP - 106)

In another poems she says,

“I am pale with longing for love,

people think I am ill.” (MSP)

Like a beloved, she is eager to meet her lover. In one of her poems,
addressing a boatman, she says, “Boatman, set the sail, I would like to meet Him.

Ganga on this side and Jamuna on the other side,

Darling of Nanda stands in the middle.”

She is ready to give gold, silver and string of pearls to the boatman to take
her to her lover.” (MSP-48). ‘

Mira expresses her longing for the Lord and the pain of suffering in
another poem, ‘Kanudo (Krsna) does not know my suffering, sisters, I am virgin
since childhood.’

We had gone to fetch Jamuna water, Kanudo splashed water on us. Look
the spray of water.

Kanha, 1 am an ascetic after your name. Kanudo has struck me with an
arrow. Ah ! The arrow hurts. (MSP-101)

She believed that, ‘Krsna’s lotus feet are the ocean of happiness (Mira ke
Prabhii Giridhara Nagar, jena caranakamala sukha sagar re - MSP-115)

Some of her poems reflect her detached mood. She says, “What can I do
with.diamonds, rubies, pearl-strings, they are of no use. I have to cross the ocean
of life, with the help of garland of Holy Basil.” (sii re karavu che, Ranaji, su re
karavu che ?

_Hira.manek ne mare su re karavu che ?

Moti ni mala, Rana kama naht ave,

Tulasi ni malae mare taravu che.” MSP-20)

eras detachment is the result of absolute attachment to God. She is
attached to her beloved Krsna and she only thinks of Krsna, lives in Krsna and she
wants nothing but Krsna. Her devotion for Krsna was single-minded. She saw the
entire world as Krsna and severed all worldly ties. She surrendered herself to Krsna
in love. She says, ‘Govind is my life, I have no liking for the world’ (Govindo prana

amaru re, mane jaga lagyo kharo re ! MSP-4). She says, ‘for being with my beloved,
I am ready to drink poison. My beloved is greater than my life. If he is not there,
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there is no life for me. Only object of my life is to love Him and live in His love.
I do not want anything else in life. I have nothing to do with the people of the
world. I have no life apart from my beloved Krsna. He is my life, happiness and
everything. He is the master of my mind and heart. I belong to Him and Him only,
none else. In His love, I am so engrossed that, I cannot do any household work.
I do not like food and get no sleep.” (MSP-6,7).

Her love and devotion for Krsna was so intense that she danced in ecstasy
before the image of Krsna in temples and home. She would often wear anklets and
dance before the idol of Krsna, singing, ‘God has come, God has come. I go w1th
Him.’ S

“Tying anklets upon her feet, Mira dances in ecstasy.

Rana, people say, Mira has gone astray, she has gone mad.” (Ghughara
bandhine hu ndacu, Ranaji, Kot kahe Mira bhayi re bawart, kot kahe jogan madamati”
MSP-13, 11).

Mira was obsessed of Krsna (Hari). She was having a gopi-Bhava, i.e. Gopis
were mad in Krsna’s love. Besides, the Gopis of Bhagavata, Mird is the only
example of that kind of devotion. People said that Mira has gone made. Mad in
love of Krsna. Mad ? Yes, I am mad, replies Mira in one of her poems : “I am
obsessed, obsessed, obsessed by Hari, but I found virtue in this obsession or
madness. I have become mad due to merit of my previous birth. I have obtained
the true object of human birth through this obsessive madness. Evil-minded people
cannot understand the bliss of this madness. She says, “the bliss for which in vain,
even gods and goddesses pray, He has made us mad and made pure as well. Due
to love of past birth, Hari has held us in His arms.

(“ghela ame bhale thaya re, bai, mare ghelama guna ladhyo.” MSP-43, 44).
Devotees and lovers of the Lord are branded as mad by the worldly-minded
people. These devotees are absorbed in the Lord’s love and ordinary people cannot
comprehend their inner state of bliss. Mira says, ‘to attain such a deep love for the

God, is the object of human birth and if this is achieved, nothing else remains to
be achieved.’

Lord Krsna was everything to her and she fancied herself as wedded to Him.
She considers herself to be Krsna’s bride and used to weep for Him night and day,
till her eyes became red due to lack of sleep. She expresses this idea in several of
her poems : “If I marry, it will be to my beloved. He is my imperishable good
fortune. I have no fear of widowhood.” (paranun to pritam pyaro, akhanda
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saubhdgya mdro. MSP-1). “Friends, 1 have married to indestructible bridegroom”
(akhanda varane vari saheli, hu to akhanda varane vart- MSP-3). Again, in another
poem she says. “I have wedded to my beloved, I will not tie marriage thread to
anyone else” (hu to parani mdra pritamni sangath, bijana mindhal nahi re bandhu
MSP-7,9). She says, “the dark one is my husband” (Maro Samaliyo bharatar re -
MSP-36). At another place she proudly declares, “1 have put on His eternal bangles
and I will live as his eternal wife” (MSP-20). Love of Krsna was all Mirabai saught
and she firmly believed that He could free her from the world of sorrows (amane
par utaro Syam- MSP-33). Her sole support was Krsna (antarana adhar. MSP-18).
Krsna was her heart’s Lord and her companion, not only in her life-time, but in
past lives also (janam janam ki dasi- MSP-13). Mira’s love for Krsna was too subtle
and elevated to be understood by those with coarse mind. It was not worldly kind
of love, it was divine love. It was a kind of worship, for she had given her mind
and heart to her Giridhara. Sensual love and spiritual love are worlds apart. One
pampers the body and another soothes the soul. The person, who has reached the
topmost height of spirituality, sees God everywhere. To him or her, love becomes
kind of worship. Mird’s love for Krsna was all-encompassing type.

Mira had indeed, sold herself in the hands of Krsna, as she puts it in many
of her poems (hu to vechani chhu nath, tamare hath MSP-18). Meaning thereby that
she had surrendered herself completely to the Lord. Though she knew that, tongues
would be wagging and people would malign her, she never cared for what they
said (loka amari ninda kare, ame dhoko teno na dhariye MSP-10), and thus, goes
on praising virtues of Lord (giridhara guna gave MSP-12). Her attitude of love
towards Krsna was often misunderstood. Many in Mird’s own time, have looked
on the expression of her love for Krsna, as wrong one. Even her own family-
members branded her as a licentious woman and thought that her Giridhara was
some lover, who secretly visited her. But Mirabai did not care for such slander and
was courageous enough to stand up and face it.

Many poems of Mira reveal that she was directly in communion with
Krsna. True love is losing one’s own identity into that of the beloved becoming one
with him. Her expressions, such as, ‘Mira obtained Giridhara’ (Mirane Giridhara
malyo. MSP-5, 15), ‘we are yours and you are ours’ (ame to tamara, tame to amara
MSP). show her union with the Lord. In one of her poems, she says that, ‘she has
obtained the precious toy, that is Rama.’ She does not make any difference, any
distinction between Rama and Krsna, because, both are incarnation of Visnu. She
found this toy in the temple of her body. It cam dancing and singing. It is rare and
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priceless thing. The great sages and saints could not get it. It is beyond the heights
of nothingness. It is called unknowable and untreadable. (MSP-17). It means Mird
had become one with what other Vedantins described as invisible and unattainable.
This poem also clearly reflects the unity of the message of all mystics, who always
teach people to see the Lord within the temples of one’s own body.

Mira always enjoyed the company of saints and sages (sant sangata ma
mahasukha pami. MSP-3). She had great reverence for all holy men. She served
them, she heard their discourses and their devotional songs. She believed that all
the sacred places and holy rivers of the world were at the feet of real saints. She
had also extolled the benefits of the association with truly evolved souls (satsanga).
She says, ‘today I have been blessed by the company of saints, which is the fruit
of my merit (Aje mare sadhujanano sang re, Rana, mara bhagya phalya re-, adasath
tirth santone charane, koti kasi ne koti ganga re. MSP-22). But her own family-
members opposed it. Inspite of that, she was seeking the company of saints and
visited them very often. Greatly annoyed by this, Rana, her brother-in-law, started
tormenting her. So great was his anger, that he tried to kill her by various means.
On one occasion, he sent her a cup full of poison ordering her to drink it. She
drank it thinking it to be nectar. How can one harm a person, whose protector is
the Lord Himself. Mira herself says, ‘Rana sends a letter, puts it in Mird’s hand,
which says, leave the company of saints and come, live with us. Mira in her reply
asks Rana to leave his kingdom and live with the saints. She also says, Rana sent
a cup of poison, I drank it, thinking it to be the nectar (visano pyalo Ranae
mokalyo re, de je Mira ne hath, amrta jani Mira pt gayi, jene sahdya SrT Visva no
nath. MSP-4). Rana made another attempt on her life, sending a jewel box
containing deadly cobra inside. She was told that it is a gift of pearl necklace sent
by Rana. She did wear this around her neck in ecstasy and it turned into a string
of pearls, shining with brightness. (MSS-29). This incident is found in a Marwari
poem, but not in Gujarati compositions. Apart from Mira’s own poems, there are
references to Rana’s attempts to kill her in the works of various other poets, such
as Dhruvadasa, Priyaddsa, Nabhadasa and Dayabai. (K. P. Bahadur, p. 22). Mirabai
was firm in Krsna love and patiently endured the taunts of the people and cruelty
of king Rana. She had acquired an attitude of mind which was detached and
tolerant. Her unswerving devotion and complete faith in her Lord Krsna gave her
strength. Mira was soft-spoken, mild-mannered and kind-hearted devotee of the
Lord. Still, in one of her poems, she says, ‘those who criticize my association with
the saints, will go to hell, become blind and handicapped (ninda karase to te
narakakundama jase, Piyaji, thase andhald aparnga re. MSP-22). This kind of
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expression shows that, what taunts, scorns and torments Mira must have suffered
at the hands of her brother-in-law, sister-in-law and some common people of
Mewar, in her daily life. The harassment of Mira at the hands of Rand, must have
been so intense that, she finally decided to leave Mewar, by saying that, it is a
crime to drink water in the kingdom of Rana (Randaji na desh ma mare jala re
piwano dos. MSP-4). ,

Like other saints, Mira, too, emphasized the importance of spiritual teacher
(Guru) on the path of God-realization. She feels that the Guru is the gate-keeper
of the gates of God-realization. The true way to worship God can be obtained only
through Guru, one who is, himself adept in the ways of devotion. Guru is the only
revealer of mystic secrets (MSP-125).

- Mira stresses the fact that, God does not reside in holy places, temples and
forests. He is within the body and only by looking within can He be found. He also
dwells in the hearts of true devotees : “Hari dwells in the devotees of Lord, what
you will do by going to forests, going to Kasi and taking bath in Ganga. You will
not obtain God there. He is also not in sacrifices (hdn re ! Hari vase Harinda janama.
MSP-133).

Mira, in many of her poems, depicts her complete self-surrender to Krsna.
She speaks of being his servant and slave, life after life (janama janama ki dasi).
It was her desire that, she should serve Him as a servant life long. She says, ‘Oh!
my beloved Krsna, keep me as your servant. I will plant your garden and look after
it. I will be your obedient servant. Your sight will be my wages, and my reward
will be your love and devotion. I will serve you day after day (cakar rakho ji, Syam,
cakar rakho ji...MSP-57).

In the cultural life of India in general, and Gujarat in particular, Mird has
remained- a shining star through the past more than 400 years, a star with ever-
increasing brilliance. She is not merely a poetess, or a singer, but she is one of the
great heroins of Rajasthan. Persecuted by her brother-in-law, after her husband’s
demise, Mira flinches not an inch in her devotion for Lord Krsna. She is full of
Rajaputa spirit of heroic resistence to injustice and oppression. In a way, she was
among the earliest of Indian women to stand up against male chauvinism.
Breaking the barrier of seclusion, she moved in the company of saints. In those
days, women of royal family were completely confined to their palaces. Ancient
lawmakers proclaimed that, husband is the real god to woman. Mira revolted
against this law and showed the world that there is no real husband for women,
except the God. Mird’s songs have remained in popular imagination, a powerful
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expression of courage and devotion and have been a source of strength to women,
who struggle against pressures of family and society.

The world of today seems to be engulfed in violence and hatred and unrest.
Sex and sensuality have hypnotized people. Morality has no place in the society.i
Male chauvinism is not completely wiped from the face of earth. Even today, we
see, various atrocities perpetuated on women. In such critical hour, the study of
Mird’s life and poems may provide some sort of solution to such despicable trends.
She has shown how the sword of God-devotion is enough to slay the minotaur of
lasciviousness.

Mira’s poetry is the spontaneous outpouring of powerful feelings. Her
poems come so naturally from her heart as leaves to a tree. Her Gujarati poems
are pre-dominantly expressions of her oneness with Lord Krsna and generally end
with the words, “Bai Mird’s lord is the Giridhara” (Bai Mira ke prabhu Giridhar
Nagar.) The profoundity of her expression and amazing simplicity are penetrating
and inspiring. Her poems became very popular on account of the depth of their
feeling, their delicacy of expression and for the intensity of their effect.

It is believed that, she had merged in Krsna’s image in Dwaraka. She was
at last united with Him. She died peacefully with the image of Krsna in her heart
and His name on her lips. As lord Krsna says in the Gita : He, who relinquishes the
body remembering me, without doubt comes to me” (Gitd). But, really speaking,
such kind of mystic poets never die, they live in the hearts of the people in the form
of their devotional songs.
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(E) UTOPTIA AND (E)UCHRONIA IN
TRISASTI-SALAKA-PURUSA-CARITRA

RAMKRISHNA BHATTACHARYA

Uttarakuru is often found represented in Brahminical and Buddhist
literature as the (E)utopia of ancient India. The legend of a happy land, free from
exploitation, class-division, and aggression was first mentioned in the Aitareya
Brahmana (aroung 100 BC.).! It was already considered to be a land of the gods
(devaksetram, 8.23), consecrated to glorious rule (vairdjyam). References to a land
near Mount Meru in the northern-most limit of India are found in the Ramayana,
Mahabharata and sevaral puranas as well as in the Buddhist Atanatiya Sutta
(Dighanikaya). Hower, the accounts of the features of this land are not all alike.
The legend in fact combines within it several motifs and themes that must have
emerged at different times and at different stages in India. What is to be noted is
that Uttarakuru continued to be cherished as the land of heart's desire through the
ages. Though inaccessible to poor mortals, it was believed to be a land that really
existed somewhere in northern India. Varahamihira (b. 505 AD) situates it within
India alongwith a kingdom belonging exclusively to women (Strirajya) in his
Brhatsamhita, 14.6. (unfortunately we are not told whether the residents of
Strirdjya (14.22) wrer in any akin to the Amazons of Greek mythology).

In contrast to the Brahminical and Buddhist traditions Uttarakuru is
conspicuous by its relative rarity in Jain literature. The index of Prakrt proper
names offers little in regard to either the supposed location of Uttarakuru or the
mode of existence of its citizens.> The land is described as a sub-region in the
‘Mahavideha region of Jambudvipa, at the north of the mount Mandara. It is
crescent-shaped and axtends from east to west (the measures are mythical). The
people grow up into adults in forty-nine days only and perpetually enjoy the best
era known as susama-susama. Uttarakuru is also the name of the presiding deity
of this region, as well of a lake, a summit of two mountains and a garden outside
the city of Sageya (Saketa).



38 RAMKRISHNA BHATTACHARYA SAMBODHI

It would, however, be wrong to think that the jains remained unaffected by
the legendary tradition of a happy land though lost to man today, Hemacandra
(1089-1173 AD) in his Lives of Sixty-three famous men (Trisasti-Salaka-
purusacaritra) mentions the fate of a pious king called Dhana as follows :

As a result of his gift to the munis he (sc. Dhana) became a twin in the
Uttarakurus, that have the peroid of pure happiness present, on the north bank of
the river Sita, to the east of the Jumbu tree. There, people wish to eat at the end
of the fourth day, and have two hundred fifty-six ribs. They are born as twins, are
three Gavyitis tall, live for three palyas, bear children toward the end of their lives,
have slight passions, and are free from self-interest. After they have reared their
twinoffspring for forty-nine day they die; and are reborn among the gods. Among
the Uttarakurus the land is naturally beautiful, with sand as sweet as sugar and
waters resembling autumn-moonlight. Ten kinds of wishfulfilling-trees,
Madyaangas etc. always give to the people whatever they desire without effort on
their part. Among those the Madyangas give wine, Bhrngah give dishes, hand the
Turyangakas yield choice musical instruments with various tunes. The Dipasikhas
and Jyotiskas give a wonderful light, the Citrangas furnish wreaths, and the
Citrarasas, in turn, give food. Madyangas furnish ornaments, the Gehakaras the
houses, the Anangas give various kinds of divine apparels. These give definite
objects, and also indefinite ones, and the other wishfulfilling-trees, there, give all
things desired. There, the Jiva (soul) of Dhana, like a wishfulfilling-tree in heaven,
had everytinhg desired and enjoyed pleasures of the senses as a twin.?

Several characteristics of this accont are worth noting. Hemacandra
reserves Uttarakuru for the post-mortem existence of pious men, comparable to the
Isles of the Blest or the Elysean Field of classical Greeek mytholohy.* Like the
Hyperboreans (‘Beyond-the north-wind men’) describbed in Megasthenes's Indika,’
the Uttarakurus in Hemacandra's account also live a thousand years. But, as to the
chief and recurring motifs of the Uttarakuru legend, namely,

a) ansence of private property, and
b) ansence of the custom of marriage,

which enables women to choose their mates as they please,® Hemacandra is
absolutely silent. He does mention very succinctly that the Uttarakurus are free
from selfishness-interest. But that is where the portrayal of social life ends. It is not
amplified further.
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One of the features of the Uttarakurus --- that they are born as twins ----
is also found in the Mahabharata.” Hemacandra's love for hyperbole makes the
people appear as enormously tall. The representation in fact is too exaggerated to
be credible.

One motif of the Uttarakuru legend, however, is worked out to the full.
That is the motif of spontaneous productivity.® The Uttarakurus, as described by
Hemacandra, do not have to work either for their food or for their habitation or
even for their costumes, ornaments and entertainment. The Atandtiya Sutta waxes
eloquent on this theme :

No seed they scalter, nor in furrows led

Are ploughshares : of itself the ripened corn
Stands without toil of tilth for men to enjoy.
This rice purged of red powder and of of husk,
Sweet scented, boiling on hot oven-stones :
Thus they (untoiling find and) eat their food.®

This kind of ‘spontaneous fertility’ is a well-know aspect of the Noble
Savage motif and a significant feature of chronological (soft) primitivism.!° we
shall have occasion to come back to this point again.

Does Hemacandra draw on any exclusive Jain sources or on the pan-Indian
tradition ralating to the happy state of mankind ? It is not possible to identify any
single source, for the Uttarakuru legend itself was composed of several mutually
exclusive but loosely related motifs. Hemacandra's reference to the twin-offspring
requiring nourishment only for forty-nine days, is taken from a Jain source (found
nowhere else),11 so are the references to the wishfulfilling trees. All in all, the
account is anything but puritanical. Hemcandra mentions wine, food, choice
musical instruments, ornaments, etc. The only Jain touch one finds is that the
Uttarakurus “have slight passions.” But then the Buddist account too suggests so
(Same parallels to the Mahabharata account have also been pointed out earlier.

The prortrayal of a happy state of man, free from all toil and turnmoil, is
also encountered in Classical European mythology and literature. A few examples
may be cited to show the parallels concerning the motif of spontaneous fertility.
Hesiod (800 BC ? -- 700 BC ?) speaks of the Golden age thus :

And when they (sc. the golden race of mortal men) died, it was as though
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they were given over to sleep. And all good things were theirs. For the fruitful earth
sponataneously bore them abandoned fruit without Slint.'?

Ovid (43 BC -- 17-18 AD) wrote in a simialr vein. e. Earth herself,
unburdened and utouched by the hoe and unwounded by the plough-share, gave
all things freely and content with food produced without constraint they gathered
the fruit of the arbute tree and mountain berries......!3

Dicaearchus (late fouth century BC) was a materialist philosopher and
hence had no faith in the varacity of traditional mythological accounts. However,
he explained the myth of the Golden Age ‘as probably a “non-natural” versoin of
historic fact.’'* He writes :

For all things then presumably grew spontaneously, since the men of that
kind themselves produced nothing, having invented neither agriculture nor any
other art. It was for this reason that they lived a life of leisure, without care or toil,
and also -- if the doctrine of the most eminent medical men is to be accepted --
without disease.!®

It is a very rational interpretation, based on common sense.

Besides Uttarakuru, Hemacandra also writes of a (E)uchrunia,® similar in
almost all respects to the European myth of the Golden Age followed by an account
of the origin of private property and the state somewhat rem..iniscent of the legend
found in the Cakkavatti-sihanada and Aggafifia Suttas (Dighanikaya).?” It tells the
story of the progressive degeneration of human nature and birth of evil, all
originating from greed.

The account of (E)uchronia is a typical example of what has been called
chronological primitivism. Very much like. Hesiod and Ovid, Hemacandra speaks
of a time when everyone was happy and everything was in order. But time does not
stand still. The Jains conceive time in terms of aeons and the course of history is
thought to be cyclical. The progressive degeneration of natural order, and
consequently of human condition, is viewed as “the law of time” :

In the five Bharata- and Airavata-zone the twele-spoked wheel of time is the
basis of the law of time. Time is two-fold from the division into avasarpini, and
utsarpini. There are six spokes in avasarpini, beginning with Ekantasusama (Pure
Bliss). Of these Ekantasusama lasts for four crores of crores of sigaras, and
Susama (Bliss) for three; Susama-duhsamia (Bliss-Sorrow) for two,
Duhsamasusama Sorrow-Bliss) for one crore of crores of sigaropamas minus
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forty two thousand years; Duhsama (Sorrow) lasts for twenty one thousand years,
and Ekantaduhsama (Pure Sorrow) for the same number of years. The spokes
which are in avasarpini, these have been described. They are the same in utsarpini,
but in reverse order. So in avasarpini and utsarpini together there are twenty
crores of crores of sagaropamas.!®

Hemacandra then describes the first (Golden) Age which is, for all practical
purposes, identical to the life of the Uttarakurus and reminiseent of the Satya-yuga
as deseribed in the Puranas: In the first of these spokes, human beings live for three
palyas, are six miles tall, and eat every fourth day. They have symmetrical bodies
marked with all the good marks, with joints firmly knit as if with mortise, collar
and pin, always healthy. They are free fron anger, conceit, deceit and greed, by
their very nature shunning unrighteousness on all occasions. In it, ten
wishfulfilling-trees, Madyangas, etc. just as in the Uttarakurus, grant their desires
day and night. The Madyangas give sweet wines, as soon as asked; Bhrngas give
dishes, etc. like keepers of store houses. Tiiryangas distribute musical instruments
producing concerts. Dipasikhas and Jyotiéikhés also give unequalled light. The
Sucitrangas produce variegated wreaths; Citrarasas, like cooks, produce many
kinds of food. Manyangas bestow ornaments at will; Gehakaras yield fine houses,
instantly, like in a city of the Gandharvas. With uninterrupted desite the Anangnas
give clothes. Each of thesse also give many other objects as well. Then the ground
in sweet like sugar, and the waters in the rivers, etc. are unexcelled by the
sweetness of nectar. As that spoke passes, the joints, etc., and the powers of the
Kalpatrees deteriorate very, very slowly.?

The Silver Age, so to say, witnesses gradual decrease of nature’s bounty as
well as of man’s height and longevity:

In the second spoke, mortals live for two palyas, are four miles tall, and eat
every third day. The powers of the wishfulfilling-trees are somewhat less; the
waters and the ground sugar are somewhat deficient in sweetness. In this spoke
too, in course fo time, as in the former one, abundance gradually decreases, like
the size of an elephant’s trunk. In the third spoke, men live for one palya, are two
miles tall, and eat every second day. And in this spoke, as before, body, age,
sweetness of the ground, and power of the wishfulfilling trees become still less. In
the fourth spoke lacking former power, men live for a crore of pirvas, are five
hundred bows tall. In the fifth spoke, they live for one hundred years and are ten
and a half feet tall; but in the sixth they live for sixteen years and are one foot and
a half high, and live a life filled with pure sorrow. In utsarpini also man must be
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known to be such (as in avasarpini) in the six $pokes but in the reverse order.

But already in the third spoke some radical changes in the social system are
observed. Sagara meets a snow-white elephant. This elephant is none but the
reincarnation of Sagara’s friend, Asokadatta, who practised deceit on him in his
former birth and hence was reborn as an elephant. However, the elephant made
Sagara, even though unwillingly, mount his shoulder.

The other twins, their eyes wide-open with astonishment, saw him, like
Indra, mounted on a four-tusked elephant. Then the twins called him by the name
‘Vimalavahana’ (The Whitevehicled), becaues he is seated on an elephant white as
the conch, Jasmine and moon. Kmowing ethics (niti) from recollections of former
births, having the white elephant as a vehicle, naturally handsome, he became the
head of all the people.

This is how the first ‘head of the people’ came into being, almost as a
miracle. No god ordained so (as the account in the Mahabharata describes)? nor
was the king chosen by the people themselves (as described in the Aggafifia Sutta).
The condition of the people, however, continued to worsen. The power of the
wishfulfilling-trees steadily diminished. The wine given by the Madyangas became
tasteless, scanty and slow. The Bhriigas, when asked, gave dishes reluctantly. And
so was it with all the other wishfulfilling-trees. Because of this growing scarcity the
evil of private property rose its head :

As a consequence of such a time, the twins (sc. the inhabitants) developed
a sense of ownership in the wishfulfilling trees, as if in their own bodies. when one
of them approached a wishfulfilling-tree considered his own by another, it was a
great insult to the one having first claim to ownership. Then unable to endure the
mutual injuries, they made Vimalavahana their chief, with authority as lord.
Knowing niti from recollections of former births, he divided the wishfulfilling-trees
and gave them to the twins, as an old man divides property among members of his
family. He promulgated the law of Hakara for the punishment of any one who
crossed the boundary from desire for another's wishfulfilling-tree. As a result of his
punishment with the words, “Ha : you did that wickedly,” the twins did not exceed
the boundaries, as waters do not exceed the bank of the ocean. In regard to the
Ha-punishment the twins thought, “Better a corporal punishment, etc. than the
disgrace of the Ha.”

Sagara (Vimalavahana) thus established the first moral code, and his son,
Caksusmat could also maintain order and preserve the boundaries of the citizens
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by the law of the Ha punishment alone. Although Hemacandra does not mention
it explicitly, it is evident that lordship had already become hereditary. Yasasvin, the
son of Caksusmat, continued with the Ha punishment. But it did not suffice.

Then gradually the Hakara was disregarded by the twins, like the elephant-
goad by elephants whose internal-ichor is appearing. Yasasvin made the Makara
punishment to curb them. In a disease that cannot be subdued by one remedy,
another remedy must certainly be applied. He, having great judgement, used the
first law for a small offense, the second one for a moderate offense; and both in
a serious offense.

Degeneration, however, could not be checked. Abhicandra, the son of
Yasasvin, could manage with the two laws of Hi- and Ma-kara-s, but not his son,
prasenajit :

Then the twins gradually transgressed the Hakaralaw and the Makara-law,
as those afflicted by love transgress modsty and the bounds of good behavior.
Prasenajit made another law of Dhikka, resembling a charm for terrifying the great
ghost of transgression. Clever in their administration, by these three laws he ruled
all the people like an elephant is ruled by the three yatas [prongs, viz., voice, foot
and good]. ’

Hemacandra tantalizes the readers by stopping at the promulgation of the
third law, Dhikka. The story then moves on to the birth of Rsabha. After several
hudred lines Hemacandra re-opens the account (lines 924 ff) when the
wishfulfilling tress have already become extinct. We now come to the fourth stage
in the “history” of continuous degeneration. Rsabha is now the king, 'The first king
of kings'. He appoints ministers and able policemen for guarding against theft, etc,
creates an army of elephant-riders, charioteers and foot-soldiers. He also appoints
army commanders and “collected oxen, camels, baffaloes, mules”, presumably as
beasts of burden.?!

But the wishfulfilling trees, as we have already noted, were by then extinct.
How would these people, both civilians and soldiers, survive ? The account runs as
follows :

At that time the people ate bulbs, roots, fruits, etc. They ate herbs also, rice,
wheat, chick peas, beans, etc., grown up of their own accord like grass, uncooked.
Being told by them, “This food does not digest,” the Lord said, “Crush and skin them
with your hans. then eat.” They obeyed the advice of the Lord of the world, but the
food did not digest from the hardness of the herbs. Agains told by them, the Master
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said, “Crush with your hands, wet with water, put in a leaf cup and eat.” They did -
just so. In that case too the Lord of the World, told again by them about the pain -
from undigested food, instructed them again : “Follow the former procedure, put
the herbs in your hands and put them in the heat under the arms, then eat them
with pleasure.”

Suddenly an accidental discovery led to a change in the life of the people:

While the people were weak from food undisgested in that case also, a fire
started from the rubbing together of branches in a group of trees. It burned grass,
wood, etc. From the mistaken idea that it was a shining jewel, the people ran and
began to take it with outstreched hands. Burned by the fire, terrified, they went to
the Lord and said, “Some wonderful new thing has happened.”

Rsabha found it to be a blessing in disguise :

The Master said, “The fire started from the fault of the period of time that
is both good and bad. It does not exist in the period that is entirely bad nor in the
one that is entirely good. Standing at the side of the fire, take away all adjacent
grass etc., and then take is afterwards. Then having prepared the food according
to the method told to you earlier, throw the herbs in the flame, cook, and then eat.”

The first experiment proved to be disastrous. Ignorant of the art of cooking
the twins threw the herb in the flame which were naturally burned by the fire.

They went to the Master again and said, “O Master ! this greedy (fire) gives
us nothing. Like a glutton he alone devours completely the herbs thrown in.” At
that time the Lord was seated on an elephant's shoulder, and had them bring a
lump of wet clay. Placing the clay on the protuberance on the elephant's forehead
(Kumbha) and spreading it with his hand, the Lord made a vessel having its (the
Kumbha's) shape ---- the first of the arts.

Hemacandra then goes on to describe how Rsabha appointed carpenters for
building houses for the people and painters for painting them. He appointed
weavers for making people’s clothes, appointed barbers for the people who were
much annoyed by the growth of hairs and nails. He then established grass-
gathering, woodcarrying, ploughing and trade for the sake of his subjects'
livelihood. He further established the four-fold means : conciliation, bribery,
dissension and force. He taught Bharata, his eldest son, all the seventy-two arts and
Bharata, in his turn, taught all these to his brothers.

The account of Hemacandra now proceeds to the establishment of the
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measures of bulk, weight, linear measures and jewllers' weight in objects; boats;
and gems, etc.,

At that time was istituted count-procedure plaintiff and defendant with
king, magistrate, court-house, and witnesses. Worship of elephants, etc., archezy,
medicine, attendance on kings, etc., battle, science of politics, binding, beatihg,
killing, and organizations arose then.

With so much of trade and commerce and litigation, the sense of private
property extended to families as well. Extreme selfishness of the people, saying
“that is my father, mother, brother, wife, son, house, money,” and things like that,
commenced from that time. The twins having seen the master decorated and
ornmented at the wedding, followed his example. This also led to the introduction
of the custom of marriage. Instead of twin marriage, the girls were given to their
half-brothers. “Then also began tonsure and initiation, battlecries, and enquiries.”
Rsabha introduced all this even though he knew them to be censorable.

Last but not the least, there came caste divisions:

Then, as the stage director of the play of the order of the world, he made
the people into four divisions : Ugras, Bhogas, Rajanyas, and Ksatras. The Ugras
were th guardsmen, appointed to give cruel punishments; the Bhogas were the
ministers, etc., of the Lord, like the Trayastrinsas of Hari. The Rajanyas were the
companions of the Lord, and other people were Ksatriyas by name.

The omision of Brahmana, vaiSya and Siidras as castes is worth noting.

The task of Rsabha was over. The “Iron Age” is marked by the loss of
innocence, niggardliness of nature and vices originating from private property. The
state came into being with its iron laws. Hemacandra apparently approves of the
‘new order of customs and law' promulgated by Rsabha. He ends the account of
progressive degenefation in the following way :

The son of Nabhi (sc. Rsabha) prescribed a punishment according to the
crime for those deserving punishment, just as a doctor prescribes a medicine for
the sick according to the disease. Terrified of punishment, the people did not
commit theft, etc. at all. Verily the law of punishment alone is a snakecharmer for
the serpent of all crime. No one crossed the boundary of anyone else's fields,
gardens. houses. etc., as the people, well-taught, did not transgress the Lord's
command. At the proper time the coulds rained for the maturity of the grain as if
praising the Lord of the World's law under the pretext of thundering. The
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countries, filled with fields of grain, plantations of cane, herds of cattle, indicated
by their wealth the Master's lack of greed. The Lord made Bharata-zone in like
videha-zone in general by the people being made to know discrement about what
was to be accepted and what rejected. From the time of his coronation of king, the
son of Nabhi passed sixty-three lacks of plirvas directing the affairs of his kingdom

We have already noted that Hamacandra was following some age-old
legendray traditions which are not specification Jain in origin. But much of his
account is taken from Jain cononical works, For example, the idea of the
wishfulfilling tree, although found lesewhere also, occurs in detail in the
jambudvipa-prajafiapti and pravacana-sirodhdra. The account of the origin of
customs it mostly drawn from Avasyakasiitra. As to the seventy-two arts, (instead
of the traditional sixty-four found in Brahminical sources), Samavayangasiitra.
Antakrddasa, and Rdjaprasniyasiitra, etc., have been mentioned.?? All the accounts
in earlier sources, however, do not tally. The origin of alphabet and their numbers
vary from source to source. The Avasyakasiitra, Anuyogadvara, Sthanangasiitra, but
most importantly the first one, provided Hemacandra with necessary information
about several stages of continous degeneration. He was not sighing for the lost
Golden Age. Nor was he personally sorry to see how things deteriorated in course
of time. He simply goes on recording what has been traditionally regarded as the
(E)uchronia of the past. It will be futile to search in this account for the chronology
of the rise of the arts and crafts that mankind must have mastered slowly throught
the ages. The arrangement of the itroduction of different customs is neither logical
(the appearance of the king with his cabinet ministers and army before man learnt
the art of cooking is literally preposturous) nor empirically valid. But what
fascinates the reader is the striking similarity of the very idea of the Golden Age,
and its degeneration as found in ancient Europe and Asia.

This kind of primitivism, “technological primitivism,” accords well with the
soft variety rather than with the hard one. The legend of the Hyperboreans as
described by Diodorus Siculus similarly hints at the natural fertility and all
productiveness of the land beyoungd the North Wind. Mela (first century AD)
writes, “The narrow land is sponteneously fertile. The inhabitant are very just and
live longer than any other mortals and more happily. In fact always happy with
festive leisure they know neither wars nor altercation.’?

Lastly, we may metion Solinus (third century AD) and Martianus Capella
(firth century AD) who also emphasize how the trees (though not wishfulfilling
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trees) provide the Hyperboreans with food from day to day, how they live without
discord for a very long time.?*

Hemacandra was not a starry-eyed idealist or a social reformer. The
purpose behind the evocation of Uttarakuru and the supposed happy carefree
existence at the dawn of human history was anything but a trope decrying the fate
of man, or for glorifying the Noble Savage. What is worth noting, however, is the
fact that in spite of all exagerration in the story of the progressive degeneration of
man's estate, Hemacandra does not fail to pinpoint the scarcity of resources and
consequent rise of theft as the root of all customs that control the society. The
Puranic account of the successive decay from the Satya-yuga down to the Kali
eschews these very apsects. Everything seems to happen as a matter of course.
Despite many limitations and fantastic exaggerations, Hemacandra's account is
fascinating, all the more so because of its affinity with the Buddhist legends
(mentioned above) of the origin of private property and the king.

There are certain differences in the accounts too. But they are of little
consequence. The basic difference, however, is that the Buddhist account eschews
everything supernatural (for example, the wishfulfilling-trees) and consistantly
emphasizes the interrelationship between scarcity, poverty and moral degradation;
it represents the origin of the state as the outcome of social contract. The Jain
legend, on the other hand, focuses on the supernatural selection of the king and
his omniscience. Neither the redactor/s of the Dighanikaya nor Hemacandra were
conducting an arthropological field-study. Their interests were far from acadamic.
Yet the fact remains that they have succeeded in presenting the course of human
development from savagery of civilization in their own ways.

Notes :

For details see Bhattacharya (2000/2001)

Mehta and chandra, Vol 1, p. 116.

TSPC, 1. 226-37. Trans. Helen M. Johnson, pp. 29-30.
See Lovejoy and Boas, pp. 90-303.

McCrinle, p. 77.s

See the Atanatiyastitta (Dighanikdya), Part 3. p. 153; Mbh. Adiparvan, Critical Edition,
113, 4-8 (Vulgate Edition, 122, 4-8); Anus$asanaparvan, Crit. Ed., 105. 25-28 (vul. Ed.,
112. 25-28).

7. Mbh. Bhismaparvan, Crit. Ed. 8.8-9, (vul. Ed. 7.8-9).
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See Lovejoy and Boas, pp. 27-28, 43, 47, 95, 220, 290-93, 304-05, 308, 310, 314.
See also the Atanatiysutta, DN, Part 3, p. 153 Trans. T.W. Rhys Davids, Vol. 3, p. 193.
10. See Lovejoy and Boas, pp. 1-11 for exposition and examples.
11. Samavayamgasiitra, 49, See Mehta and Chandra, Vol. 1, p. 116n4. See also n22 below.
12. See Lovejoy and Boas, p.28.
13. Ibid., p.46.
14. Ibid., p.93.
15. Ibid., p.95.

16. The tem was first coined by Charless Renouvier in Uchronie : L'Utopie dans l'histoire
- (Paris, 1901), Harry Levin takes up this hint and employs Uchronia or Euchronia “to
signify either never or the good time” (p.7).

17.  Dighanikaya, Part, pp.44ff and 63ff.
18. TSPC, 1.111 ff.; Johnson, pp. 93-94.
19. TSPC, 1.118 ff.; Johnson, pp. 94-95
The accounts that follow continue upto line 206 (Johnson, p.100).
20. Mbh. Santiparvan, Chs. 59 and 67 (both in the Crit.Ed.and
Vulgate).
21. TSPC, 1. 924 ff.; Johnson, pp. 150-51.
The accounts continue upto line 984.
22. For details see Johnson, notes on pp. 30, 152-54.
23. Lovejoy and Boas, p. 311.
24. Ibid., p. 314.
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THE VICTORS AND THE VANQUISHED

DS BAYA ‘SREYAS’

The Victors And The Vanquished -

Life, miniscule or mammoth, is a continuous battle, both - within and
without. Most people are aware of the external battle, the struggle for existence
that a creature has to fight to survive as it is evident and noticeable at the level
of our sensory perceptions of touch, taste, hearing, sight and smell. It is the inner
battle that remains un-noticed by most but the enlightened seers. It is this inner
battle that interests us, the spiritually inclined, who wish and strive for spiritual
emancipation.

It is this inner battle, which can be compared with a pit full of crabs in
which all are trying to climb out but only a few succeed. Most fall back or are
dragged back to the bottom of the pit. We can surmise that the few crabs that
make it out of the pit can be called the victors and the ones that fall back or are
dragged back as the vanquished.

In the spiritual parlance, too, the ultimate aim of all the living beings is to
rise to the ultimate destination of spiritual liberty from where one may not return
to the worldly transmigration and its attendant pain and misery. It goes without
saying that in this struggle for spiritual emancipation and thence to spiritual
liberation, too, only a few make it out of the worldly pit but most keep falling back
for one reason or the other. Needless to say that those who rise to the ultimate
destination of spiritual liberty are said to be the spiritual victors and those who fail
to achieve this ultimate accomplishment as the vanquished-spiritually speaking.

This essay aims at briefly outlining the parameters of the spirit’s battle
against its inner enemies and the means at its command that may render it the
victor.

The Enemies Of The Spirit —

When we talk at the spiritual level, the enemjes that bar the spirit’s rise to
the ultimate height of spiritual emancipation and liberation are not clearly in sight
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but one has to seek them out by continuous reflection and then defeat them in
order ro rise spiritually.

The question may be asked as to what is the need for seeking out these
enemies that are not even perceived by our senses ? The reason why we have to
do that is because these spiritual enemies may not be visible but their harmful
effects in the form of physical and mental misery, psychic disorders and the like,
are very much in evidence. Liberation from such continuous misery is a very
attractive goal and one has to seek out and defeat these foes of the spirit to attain
that goal.

Who Are These Enemies ? A little reflection may reveal that the passions
(kasaya) like anger, conceit, deceit and greed do disturb our mental equilibrium
and force us to act in a manner we would not like to act when good sense
prevails. It is also quite evident that our actions performed under the influence of
these undesirable traits only create complications for us and make our lives
miserable not only here but also hereafter. These are, then, the first set of enemies
of the living beings, which are comparatively easily noticeable when compared to
the other set that needs deeper reflection to identify, seek, segregate and then to
defeat.

A deeper reflection focuses our attention on this other set. We can, then,
appreciate that the delusion wrought by attachment and aversion (raga and dvesa)
clouds our judgement and disables our discretionary faculty to distinguish
between the wrong and the right. Under the deluded judgement we take the
falsehood to be the truth and do all wrong things. It is essential to overcome thls
delusion, which is at the base of all the spiritual ills.

The Battle Of Passions -

As we have mentioned, the passions - anger, conceit, deceit and.greed
disturb our mental equilibrium and force us to enact untoward acts. Generally, .
there are found mentioned in this order but for a better understanding of the
cause and effect relationship between them we shall deal with them in the reverse
order i.e.

Conceit

Greed — Deceit 2

\v Anger
The most complicated and complex passion is greed. When it affects a
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person’s psyche, he is inclined to gain material and other subtle gains, like name
and fame etc., by depriving the others of their rightful gains. This can be achieved
by adopting devious means only and a greedy person, per force, becomes deceitful.
The greed gives rise to deceit. If the devious means adopted by the greedy succeed
and he is able to secure his desired gains at the others’ expense, he thinks no end
of himself, feels puffed up, proud and conceited. Thus, successful deceit gives rise
to conceit. If, for some reason, his devious means f@il and he is deprived of his
desired (though unrightfully) gains in spite of all the machinations, he becomes
furious. He hees, he haws and he fumes and burns within and wishes to set
everything around him on fire. The failed deceit gives rise to anger. There is, thus,
a chain reaction from greed to anger, which can be easily understood by the
following illustration that presents this chain graphically :—

Successful
machinations puff
— | up the deceitful | PRIDE

GREED
person and he
A greedy person becomes
resorts to devious CONCEITED

machinations to
seek his undue
gains by depriving

— | DECEIT

others of their
rightful ones. Unsuccessful
machinations
|| irritate him and ANGER
he becomes
ANGRY

Illustrations : THE PASSIONAL CHAIN FROM GREED TO ANGER

We can see that there is a cause and effect relationship between the four
passions and that the most potent catalyst for starting the chain reaction is GREED.
We have to address our thoughts to this greatest passions (Mahakasdya, as these
four are referred to in the Jaina scriptures) if we wish to do anything about breaking
free of their vicious dragnet. We shall come to that later in this essay.
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Levels Of Passionate Behaviour -

These passions, o1 great passions for that matter, operate at four levels and
affect a person’s mind in increasing order of passionare behaviour. These four
levels are as follows :—

1. Transient Passions (Sanjvalana Kasaya) - At this level a person does
get affected by various forms of one or more passions but only for a very short
period of time. The religious lore cites the example of a line drawn on the surface
of water that disappears sooner than it is drawn. Soon he realises the
incorrectness of his passionate behaviour and not only overcomes it but also
atones for it by lamenting his behaviour under their influence by repenting and
making good the harm suffered by the others due to such behaviour. For example,
he begs others’ pardon for the hurt he might have caused them by his angered
behaviour. Practically, the measure of passions at this level is that if a defaulting
person realises and atones for his passionate behaviour by the time of the
fortnightly retractory session (Paksika Pratikramana), he is said to be under the
influence of ‘Transient Passions.’ His is a simple case of passionate behaviour.

2. Persistent Passions That Hinder Complete Renunciation
(Pratyakhyanavarana Kasdya) — Passions of this category are more persitent and
last longer. The person under their influence does not realise his wrong and carries
- on for quite some time. However, later, he realises and atones for his passionate
behaviour. The example cited is that of a line drawn on sand that remains there
for some time till the sand is blown away by wind. Practically, if the defaulter
realises and atones for his wrong by the time of the seasonal (four-monthly)
retractory session (Caturmasik Pratikramana), he is said to be under the influence
of this category of passions. Such a person is able to practice partial renunciation
of the householders’ conduct but is not inclined towards the monastic conduct of
total renunciation. His is a complex case of passionate behaviour.

3. More Persistent Passions That Hinder Even Part Renunciation
(Apratyakhyani Kasdya) — At this level, the passions, persist for a much longer
duration and the person under their influence takes almost a year to realise his
faults and make amends. The holy texts cite the example of a line drawn on clay that
lasts for quite some time till it is deliberately obliterated or till the earth is washed
away by the rain-water. Practically, if a person realises the wrong in his passionate
behaviour and atones for them even by the time of yearly retractory session
(Samvatsarik Pratikramana), he is said to be under the influence of this category of
passions. Such a person is not inclined towards the practice of even the partial
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renunciation of the householders’ conduct but he has the right vision to follow the
right path. His is the more complex but corrigible case of passionate behaviour.

4. Most Persistent Infinitely Bonding Passions (Anantanubandhi
Kasaya) — These are the most persistent, almost permanent, forms of passions.
The person under the influence of this category of passions exhibits passionate
behaviour almost all the time. Even when he does not show passion, he is not
dispassionate as it lies dormant like the ambers covered with ash that keep
simmering only to come alive as the ash is blown away. Such a person becomes
livid even at slightest provocation. He never realises his faults and there is,
therefore, no question of his atoning for his passionate behaviour. This condition
has been compared with a line etched on stone that remains there for ever.
Practically, a person who is unable to realise his wrongs and atone for them even
by the yearly retractory session is said to be under the influence of ‘Infinitely
Bonding Passions.” His is the most complicated case of passionate behaviour.

On the scale of spiritual accomplishments, persons under the influence of
transient passions may embrace complete renunciation of the monastic conduct
and rise up to the tenth level of ‘Sitksma Samparaya’ where only the minor traces
of greed passions remain to be overcome. Those under the influence of persistent
passions may rise to the fifth level of ‘Desavirati (part restraint)’. The persons in
the grip of more persistent passions can rise up to the forth level of ‘Avirat
Samyagdrsti (un-renounced but endowed with right-vision).” Those beset with the
most persistent form of passions are the false-visioned non-starters who are at the
bottom of the worldly pit and remain there. They are the greatest losers.

To Win The Battle Of Passions -

The sccriptures prescribe the winning formula that enables a desiring
person to overcome the passions. “Slay the anger by resorting to subsidence; win
the pride by being humble; slay the guile by resorting to simplicity and
straightforwardness and overcome the greed by being content'.” they say.

The Battle Of Delusion -

Attachment and Aversion (Raga and Dvesa) are the two mighty lieutenants
of delusion (Moha), which is at the apex of all the causes that perpetuate worldly
transmigration and the attendant misery for any living being. '

The delusion wrought by attachment towards the pleasant and aversion for
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the unpleasant clouds one’s vision and one loses the discretion for false and the
true. Mostly, he takes the false to be the true, the wrong to be the right and falters
from the path of virtue, which is straight and narrow. Thus, delusion produces
false-vision, wrong inclination, wrong attitude and misplaced view-point. The
falseness of vision results in wrong-doings and consequent karmic bondage that
forces the soul into the quagmire of worldly transmigration and misery.

It is, therefore, important that we know the causes of delusion and
endeavour to overcome them to have our vision right.

Who Are The Losers ?

I have indicated, earlier in this essay, that the ones that cannot overcome
their passions and their delusions and succumb to them are said to be the
vanquished or the losers.

It needs some elaboration. Those who are unable to realise the wrong in
following a persistent passionate course, those who keep treading on others’ toes
in utter disregard of their feelings and harms caused to them, feel no necessity for
repentance or making amends for their misdeeds and blunder on regardless of the
others, are the ones who have been referred to as being in the grip of ‘Infinitely
Bonding Passions.” They are the losers in the battle against the abominable
passionate quartet of anger, conceit, deceit and greed.

CItis plain that those who are given to the physicality of sensual pleasures,
those who love luxury at any cost, those who think not of the means employed to
secure their comforts and luxuries for themselves and theirs cannot rise above the
attachment for the pleasurable and aversion for the painful. They will consider
anything or any being, how-so-ever honest or innocent, who is inimical to their
perceived interests as their enemies and those who help them in their selfish wrong
or right pursuits as their friends. It is not difficult to guess that they will be
attached to those whom they consider their friends and averted to those whom
they consider their foes. They never rise above attachment-aversion induced
delusion. They are the losers.

How To Be A Victor ?

To be a loser is not a very good feeling. One wants to win. So, in the
spiritual parlance also our seers, who were victors (Jina) themselves, laid down
a victorious path for all those who would heed them and follow it. One can
become a victor- by following this path propounded by the victors called Jina.
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All our Prophet-propounders or Tirthankaras (ford-makers) were such seers.
Bhagvan Mahavira was the last of twenty-four such seers in our times. He said
that in our embodied existences all our physical vocal and mental acitivities
(Yoga) produce vibrations in the environment and attract fine karma-particles
(karma pudgala paramanu) towards our soul-fields but they do not stick to our
souls in the absence of passions like the dry sand would not stick to a smooth
wall. Thus, dispassionate action binds no karma. The state of dispassion can
be achieved by having right-vision, right knowledge and, thereby, doing right
things. Right-vision can be gained by overcoming delusion, which is, in turn,
wrought by attachment and aversion. Attachment and aversion are the direct
outcomes of our lust for physical pleasure by any fair or foul means. This
physicality is at the base of this pyramid that culminates in passions. This will
be clear from the following illustrations :—

Jainism believes that
the soul is an independent
entity responsible for its
actions, performed through

PASSIONS the medium of the body that

' envelops it as long as it stays

/ FALSEHOOD \ in its worldly corporeal

Z DELUSION \ f:xis.t\‘ence, .anf:l their
inevitable retribution - good

ATTACHMENT- or bad, pleasurable or
AVERSION painful - in accordance2 with

the quality of its actions". The

LUST FOR PHYSICAL PLEASURES ‘Jaina Doctrine of Karma®,

developed on the basis of our
Prophet’s teachings, says,
“everyone receives the

The Pyramid Of Passions

inevitable retribtitions of-ene’s-own actions; in painful and pleasurable experiences
s e oo T L 3
the others are only agencies and not the principal causes’.”
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An appreciation of this under-lying principle of karma and its fruition,
one can have a balanced, right outlook and may not consider the others that
give them pleasurable or painful experiences as their friends or foes. This js the
potent potion for the ills of attachment and aversion and so for that of
delusion. The destruction or subsidence (ksaya or upasama) of delusion is the
dawn of right-vision (Samyagdarsana) in whose light all information translates
itself into right-knowledge (Samyagjfidna) and which, in turn, paves the way
for right-conduct (Samyakcaritra), which also includes the soul-purifying
penance (Samyaktapa). There, it is also said that there is no (right) knowledge
in the absence of (right) vision; without the right-knowledge the virtuous
conduct is impossible; in the absence of virtuous conduct there is no freedom
from karma and without karmic freedom there is no spiritual liberation
(nirvdna)4. This quartet of four rights is the liberating formula as the right-
vision yields a firm belief in the teachings of the Jina-seers, which is nothing
but all revealing right-knowledge. The right restrained conduct or samyama
blocks the way for fresh karmic influx or bondage and penance purifies the
soul of its earlier bonded karma-mire’. All karmic adjunct, thus, having been
shed, the purified soul attains mok.sa6 and rises to its ultimate destination of
the abode of perfect souls or Siddhaloka at the top of the universe beyond
which there is nowhere to go and from where there is no coming back. This
marks the end of the soul’s journey to its final destination where, endowed
with the infinite quartet of infinite vision, infinite knowledge, infinite bliss and
infinite spiritual prowess, it lives, eternally, in perfect harmony with infiniti
others of its own kind.

Conclusion -

It is this appreciation of the passions and delusion as the hindrances in the
path of liberation that can firmly put us on the right liberating path. By treading
which we can shed our attachment, aversion, delusion, and false-vision and
overcome our passions. Becoming dispassionate we stop bonding fresh karma-
matter and only have to shed the karmic baggage gathered in our repeated worldly
journeys from one life to the other. This is dome by either experiencing its fruition
or by undertaking penance. i
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foRivar 3 fo STt senell  wieet 1w PR W @@ R, S wer @ o ¥
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A AR YRS U qdHmEr enfy e weil frmE vear @ 1w wwen @
g ‘ol W w1 o g o A s ‘u! Wi % onie ol RA & Q) wRm
FA, (R) TMRR, (3) Haded, (¥) AfGHR, (W) =M, () Hfifd, (9) frdt srfa
U % Fafad STER A1 fhammme, (¢) a%g &1 TUgH a1 @E, (R) 9Sr=aw,
(20) TG % o a9 T, (2) §A* TN | 3/ M. GUGE THA HO R
ed ¢ T womae § 39 v & e R seaa W R 1 Rt (R) W ¥
AR, Hded T KO qAT () YT F TH G % w9 °H, W (3) fEdt w
‘g’ & s & ®Y T qU () oA B YR F fHd F Ag W FAfEE w9
Y frdt ot o & GERW W wEd W Cad” kR RN TE a® EER gHwE
% i el 0l A e sl ® A T s 3
sRfgsn &% wwferor &1 frewwr fear w0

gaferor % 39 freww | w ‘fem (Law) @1 ‘i (Duty)'%ﬁmﬁ
dq ‘BN’ (conduct) % ¥4 H HAAON FH & TAN FHed AMfeC-sHH fauE e
g 1 o "amh ¥ g # Maugdyy wd agEfa w1 9 s 2 SR enyfre
@ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁu@h@@%%&mﬁ%7wﬁwm@w
N w1 AT § |

?

TIEfd % 3P JAA™ H TN & FN RURHNE fToae ¢ TR F Fo_R
Fr F1 FrET fFm T R | =eRR FE o S w Al ¥ e A e
fagH o A ¥ SR T o A g0 FIgH W o SR el € | ¥ W
HOEGHE H1 S Wieh ST ® SHEl Hided g el § TR -
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[YT a7 7 YA, awed a1 HRHEd |
e fagam, awsfr @ wafa fearfeomt ¢ - (uefa: ¢-23)

= e § A et ¥ gu wweE (= fgw Sam e SN @ -
I wF T @ B ST & Ao T - AW wder warn § 1 SR wme # W W
B w, A e Ser W & e o ww ¥ 1 e W o T § e g
D “aef wAW @ wE AR - Y W v % YUW R § F@ WY 9 wew
oy § S TF o ¥ 1 afed desR ety see wgh faen gu wed § fF
_ R ¥ WA W @ - o qer-are el @ o eifuer @ T =fee e
Ty ¥ TR ST ¥ TE @@ Q0 SER g TR # wgl fred @ -

Trawaar IgE: Wog: | (R 4 g, 23-9)

Eed W O |/: 1 (N9 Y, 23-9)

Hofq ol @ T rovEs W A S9fem T AW & W S ah
et F - T [ A § 9w qE dor wife | WY Wel W P IR W
EF T fe T@ O | Ak 9 9@ T s € A o Qe awa ¥ T
SRR 3 SRR § WAl # 6 Sa g¢ e € e aereen,
T 1 (N 4 g, 3-¢) T Ao B HA @AW T SR STE WO H HA
T ¥ | 3 Gk @, AT § ww fawr fR omn § 0 feee wop @
o € -

AT gEa wigh, o g add |
o wd fE awed, wdauly wifafa: 0 - wgEfa (o)
geEE” A wEl o O § a4 ud w5 efvgfs At ®
fau gt ool & wikd ® g @ S =@ty |
?

79 9@ El-ye ¥ wEnh % AN B Th hded & w9 H AT "
T % W TR wHwetd frdl w wdee § sweaw s few ot feei wedt
3 fr 3o TE-a T ougd T aTER T % o ofm fEe T €S
fir qafe favd ¥ & ‘wgefa Y w@ g R -

yz-for-gr-fagmont amatet wag aw: |

T awea g, dafg warg fafyremm 0 - wgEla: (¢-jow)
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‘IRl WA (Ul W) e WOYE, 3vE, &g 9 S % a9y @ 9Ed
2, e W el W orEe s =y o ¥ wEE § fea T W e
¥ ot TgE T "

W 7@ AR T qEe aed § sma e W ermfa o & % 1wy
‘aqaaﬁraja'ér%’Wmaﬁ%ﬁmmﬁ@@;ﬁw‘m%wmé
T TNy % fau yafim w9 1 faum st fea € wel w fenim S|
M A T F - F Hdart w1 W w0k, hod TakE % s o ¥ ewmw
IR % SN q G fa Gondt € ? @ SOeEit w1 TN w1 Sl safw
F WO FH W FA W T BES ? W 8 NASE 91 & fF s aw @ o
T o e A ft fE ® ) (SN - ofosei ge-3s, aeaeREi R-¢3,
fospded ¢-gu) 1| WY FE it wEfE At @ @ owem R - (R) e
IR ¥ AR, gt fed f e wH Y qfe @ fra @ § 1w
() <t AfE H1 S Ao F TEE W@ 39w ¥ T ¥ AwmR
Ih Wg FE ¢ B - o w5 qEle aqefa @ weRwafd (SHEUER)
sEeRT ¥ fow @ ¥ wg W Afe e awifiE e wX W e
S fF - ghueR WA A, soF e ¥ @ smearht w1 oW s @ T
=MEY 1¥ ITH! TURGT HA, Ik W @ TRW w1 g ofe @ ¥ | pEw
qgd S e e ¥ e qu “wedgs’ § frei vew & 1 S fr -

TAYAE A, Sia AEe Y 1 - o9 g, 93-j9
T g udEEr e 0 - M 9 g, 13-34. |

“orpeEa 4 3w @ @, ARt Sted (@ wn) S§ sTwmE W OfeR @ @
T FI T Afe ST FH F A aw sy w sty T @
TR 1" T Tanad % SW wers § fommn € fF - o urd (R wnedt
& IFE FYT W) Sifad ® IH & 9 o ARk wwwd § @ @ w@yeen @ sk
WA w4 F@ @ T Y, T A ww @ S wfew ¢ ageker 3 fed ¥
T E W F A A FoSvE W@ g Wy W a[ iR Y el
8, iR SFER FeHt THew % w9 4 S 3, sww freow wgEfy 4 yeey
4T R T ¥ WA H R D aqmf ¥ swaee % o ek @ faae
2 o Mamedgs # SR - 9 g Ui StEe (13-]) v @ CeTEr @
fean
Er

Iqare’ T T AT H A R o wemmh ¥ owm @ Peww S oo
fer € 9% s@ ok s W ¥
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3

WY 3 FeEEoh % T % ou<d ¥ ‘ol 9w iy s efvuy
S B | KOG % wHoeR § #r wet af femm O ¥, @ suerd A ¥ A
U omts =R § gafel e 9@ 2 @ T B e ot § e
T ® e -

sty @y fhelr faasarar: |

Afg<wrad: A& yUAAY e 1 - wEERn (¢-308))

Ffi-yaefl & " F foag 3o AN W ok 39 S ¥ Wi Ak wiE wah
T2, A W A Wy e WO F ST w Y wheR wed
fh e gas % fag ot g wou 7w 9@ s wfew | wifE gen wmy ol
T =fE wehd § ARG WH wRa § R o W § oo § o

Yo 1 a9 T4 g I AW Y, Ae @, A Y, W Y, B9V, o@H
¥ sE g § 3@ s W W Ay fe ¥ e difge
Feued (39 376) fem mn d ? o W fafay vER ¥ v w1 faum o =R
fm 2 1 (3 ¢3¢, 2], 2o, RWY)

T, S R o wTReR fR ot fawa ¥ auieer @ fafufaae w9
¥ 9%, yaeed ff fefed w4 9@, 7E W (e F e W
fafers srqame w1 feqw @ T 1 Y Fed € RE -

FfuAY faamey war wad g |

SEIUTU & Y99 TRA WeeRy 1| - WEIta: (¢-22R)

Folq - aguEET B W HEel % Wy, faewewag §, Mwaw ¥ fawad
T U W IUE W kU qen SR ¥ weg § gwr wug o A
T UGE T oA g

o Sfted § qHeROEE & FHIEEE s e | T Stad § 0 s
yog off oM ¥, foed, aqw B we-ufem B SRR a1 s e =i | o
W] e ¢ fF - wfwhel % Wy ormR w0 v @ fewk ¥ vag ¥ gu ww
g o o wwA ¥ | H@ifE SE el W wft T ¥ Sfew § myd e
& fou ew-vfem #t omavasa ¢ | W@ am Wi w1 ¥ T AE € e
WA W el S §



Vol. XXVII, 2004 gUieRoT T U&h TG - |egaruit 89

Fafy dmaday #§ o fraei Toy § oFd WO A FOER $B e
w1 Few ¢ W @ e @ W e § f sme Ao @ W W e §
7 - foaargRgrmid: WY oWy THSTAE | (M. 9. Y, 33-30) Foramewmar #
Sd HAMGSE 1 9 & STHA 1 U Bl §; AYF qOg U UEgere gH W
1 H-uferd w@ g W w0 e gEnEnd S sraqyl ae we o §
- 9% oo TE @ UMW wfaga omerE oM W ¥ | W Tew @ U@ weer #
f ol w1 wned T W@ ®

e 57 emerl 3 sacEy ¥ faawfe yagt ¥ so-ufem SQ fRfn Rgsi
& foau srmemll &1 wim 7= fF R, 37 omEmEl Y 59 ek % emAR @ o+f
freqo fFm & 1 3 wed § aﬁgbsidl—ulgmmaﬂimﬁaimﬂﬁlm-
gferare ot sTaeEmet S YA AE R e (1 )

4

‘TgEfa’ § St it geien S gU TH IRl Wl 9daid ¢ S $9 el
T ¥ 9% ot caae ¥ | it gogaolt % wAm W afe et wa wE A fea
SR A R i AT GErh w1 YA € AR RO | 3T: UTSfaRR Soerh
T 3R welwed #d gy forad € fE -

T el gaq it @M eifd Ysher |

3¢ ST Wi AN U FEgRAr 0 - Agef oo

e w8 ¥ Al U g Aod € A Y@ wieh SohY Wi &l WiE &
¢ 3R 38 gfudicir # ot sum @ifd o wed € | A wEEh w1 eH-gEE-
@Rt ageE SR § FwE € | Mengdgy § o we @ e - wdudea wha: wigaars
wEaed GeEde T || - TaRaHEEE, (23-3) C“SIeRre # Witgeas % geE
TEad A @ 4o wfe § sufey wsft udl § weiepy w0 T R " W wq=
H TA T A MY 7 T YA H GHYH 4 g TEE AT A (¢-¢w H) wE
%R T @ omem Wt wisht @ | wgs W Aifey fF o9 oo oem @Y eTemEEI-
ST T HY, Fifw TN U @ ww A = weh 2| o AW ¥ fF R
FE @A G T Y, W Y K IR AGH A QA SER UNEH H @R
& T 1 o W AIeR H GUH FRU W A ¥ R SR st @ srawedn o) st
T HL |

SEEEAEN A FSTAEAG (3. §-4) A AHAETadAs RIS
TEfH W S S A @el § 98 Al a1 wEm X gedl § | U
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e FEAINE H faH, TRY d 06 e9 uia gaml &1 @ wam s 3
I U ¥ @ SR w1 waly ¥ g wErem § wwEh ¥ wEm @
& TUey A w1 Tve faam ¥ e oRom wey svd wm fee @ e 2
S FEel F WA ¥ @} we: w9 ¥ Awwgue’ & owd f fog o ¥

T W A -t % faw wer siemn yr: w6 e | wite
arfas Sfe d 98w wegs w1 ReR o @ W €1 Tw St 9@
G T g A A, g, B, wm, F, one @ aeTE ¥ 3 @ 9
THAR A SIearell % faw st s g ¥ e @ faum feen ¥ (g
ATEA- ¢/R8¢-2RR) A S AT AR-9R G T A I pedeh 3 2, Iq%
fo w1 wrifes Qe @1 o faum R @ 1 T <vefem w1 wEnE @ wu
T wE ® -

TATTg: Shiewred Wb I0SH Wl |

rETefremdY sttt ' 0 - A c-9k3

qr R e S R, T a1 fraw R o 9% safae 98 qvshaee
o w1 ¥ | fsTeda § e dfiew Y D oww ¥ fr -

ufemoTa wrgA e W e |

yiERTTTat daa gt i 0 (T w-¢)

“Wﬁaﬁ%ﬁw%maﬂwﬁaﬁww%fmﬁmgﬂ
H SRR W E 1" W, A e @ u gTeR o evefm ¥ g
ﬁm%umﬁwﬁuﬂwﬁﬁmmvﬁﬁmﬁ@nwwwﬁ%m&
TS Jed fF € 9w @ e @ Wy sed w® A ® e
WY HOTR Reheih § e w1 wewdw @ awtewr 51 e s g
wifea T T % SeH quefauE W ot W yEeE fRn ¥ 9@ ww ke o0
S o ® yegaa fog s ¢

o umor werenfufed T

v quEuTgu] ety w3y -‘éwam‘rqﬁﬂ{(tra—&)

“TEEIR FY o U ¥ W W O oH g &, ¥ T | see @
a,m%wmmwaﬁ%whmﬁ"—ﬁmgﬁwémmaﬁ
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(N

T o F e Fowam T R R e F o o R TH A W
ol ‘wh ¢ ol g e ‘wemm, wgdw U@ off R 1 ‘Iwfd ¥ swmm s
#, wafiveo % g ¥ S oot w9 gHteR SqrEn T R, 96l Sl w1 W
w wdea-gd ¥ w7 H IUE ¥ 1 T woE©h § § deugue’ w9 owd f6g
A & ok urelfees frdeg w A yw B T 0 AR et % ougd sem
F off gt ¥ wEm F T § U U ogd Yol o gen ¥ | faed -

pelcuic@reieeic i eicicrnieL

frog Ard @ T o WA 0 (3-33¢)

FE T T | TR W Gt F A # e a6’ % w9 ¥ S srenfaa
fFn TN €, WE @ ‘WE a4 ®U gd’ w1 wWEy ¢ | R W WY FH A WER
FY TOEOT F YA § eAE 6, AVET F fafg o ¥

R 39 YE H ST Th g HE § | IEmh ¥ WA F 9N H T
e # A gEA ¥ -

(R) ¥ M, T8 s |

() T A g AT |

(3) forg =mE s3I

T F o AHER ¢ I uel F TR "= S §:-Rerfafy &
Ha - (%) G s@, o I | 39 yum o H @ Rl o B § @ A
2| s ¥ fau wge e 9 g € 3 TR W Ted ‘W
@ Y W@ fRar T ® | W YUW 9 W en ‘Frmas’ w0 | o R B o
N TEy A @ ‘fedig fafe’ wa@ T ) SR FOEY H J@ W - JEEITER
Ifs o= A A & a el (=) % ofemife Tl @ A HER N A THH
U TR § - AE HE S T G ¢ R IR SR OTI gem §, A w fam
a1 e af ww B W umy § Sa o fF - R SR ! oY % R T W
W gI ® I

(@) A6 (8-23¢) Toih & fgdia = & &g w0 € 6 - 7 9@ e
Afg 1 @el W Aarfafy wd FEw onfe demn & Ad ‘e’ we ‘wem W
fador & 1| o “fm @ W W T S wifen” wEosredwe dm oo ‘el
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T’ 1 [EW TG0 L T Fed & 6 - "SR | ow=n Y it s Y g
e W Al, i W F PR T e =fer | sl W wRn @ S yew oy
HEATE B, IW A F H FE A | Y VG RO FA G DAY F g
FRF - 9 WA N AR | R o @ T et 9 ¥
T e = 1®

() s Tl (8.23¢) F T w0 F - ‘freg Td o - B @
e ft T e =’ - Tw we T ¥ A WA R v, s @
foRroor & @ A T ¥ 1w v @R W s, 9w ufeot T @ & e wen
i@ B4 gu o o B F FR0 T e =iy | el 39 AW T § e
w1 f Ry fer ¥

W AE AHER w e W W A 39S dH o eTed WY W o
T T dEmd ¥ ol % ufde § 5% voiw @ stdued 9 € 9w W
g § 1 3R g I (7 A e ) ¥ gl § W AW wd % g
A T R 9T gdw W@ T S Hdl & | T adWA e ¥ g o 92 =
T o [ e F T anfwe i o ¥ 1 wmen -

e W I T T AW A ¢ R W o I 81 AR §9 e
e & WA A Al off wgiar T we WY ) @ w w1 SR 9 R
I ? 39 faw ¥ faag @ g @ 1 W 5 - dwmr dafafs Y s € 5 wem
w0 # wed yEe, e g 6, vem g ‘fEm yer W a2, ok e
w© ‘g (fFarmR) &1 wdeRs ¢ 1 qw fdw o § v 9 w5 el @i
T otlq ‘T W ‘gEn o @ frafam ¥ | e W @ fre @R
T g W T T @ e =iy, ofwa i o gw 9 @ e =R )

I g = H, T AN g ey Wl W dwmn 3 W wrd R
¢ 98 fommeerg ot ¥ ot smm o ¥ | deER Y W W ‘ufe W= W ue
w1 (FHERE F) fo@wor A ® 1 SR A smEr, e ¥ At s | S Ser
R, U R H AN © R T e R w G R # SR (3)
d R WY IH ed W oagel W EW w5 P Yste @ Weikste de
Afe FR R B s I W Frem = wE, e T T T R et
T drEt 0 7 & ol e foF oy et g S @ Rl @ ' 9w awtew
FE WAM ? TR F fAu @ o@ vmteer s o € R oaw ofim @ A st ww
& T | o AT WA F T FEN - qg B GEEW ®9 G0 T Hed |
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W TE FFERN ¥ UG B SRS AN gY o fR A I@ 9" W TRU W ¥
fiF W @1 SEIST BN AIMEY 39 Y@ WA F WY afth o W T we
afee) T a8 D §EA £ 5 U W THAeW Y fFw W@ ? sW: 3 OqW
o F ST FQ IHE dFR AU ¥ g9 W ¢ R yumew § SR e
weg @ FrafaRia fan T €, 9Q Tw fdim v # o ‘el @ ot R
T ) (ot T W A o 3@ e ¥ T Ao e 1) FFER FdF A
Y wa ¥ 5 - ‘7 q@N,.... s sfRemeeE 1Y (ATEfE, €. 9% 99, 9 8oR)
sl vom R # S 9@ oeaq@ ¥ F W ¥, w9\ g 9w # A qu
A sl IR ¥ 1 srufq vem = f sreTg@ @ w0 R fE - Y W@ we
=fen, AfF R ot 3@ @@ ¥ Few T I SR T W[ g W # AfReTE
AR E - ww W (@ wew ey, Afe) I O W a® § W oFE
<afeq il

&

‘g TR qE 39 qEE W W arefsed ot st am W R R f -
‘' W W e W feldmu fern S 2 @ 7 ogE feeae w fRafaeee
forn wm ? WA ¥ AeeR @ EE ¥ W g =@ H R e = e
F fRvT @ ¥ | TR AWe Th ISR Y IHE [/ W g @ € fF
_ ‘gfrd s T yEw | st et aifmad w1 ¥ Ty Swe fee @
1 ifpde ¥ yag § o S € U@ S s’ st @ e =few )
s 3 AR WO A e yeEw w1 FRg fE om0

ofz ‘firi’ @ ‘ergd’ w1 feRmw F weR ‘A gE w fhefadm foan S
A ‘ora F B aw ¥ o T o afer - e sefaed wT A | o ugl
9 B fF ore H fim ae QPR ron o ¥ 2 @ wwe § weit el fperedf
T H T H GRS gafR S eredt o g S #1 oTW w R
9l -

AT & 3T VIR TRPER T |

FIEHITAE AT B HIX IGA 1IRY - WEWGE R0 (3. 2%0-4y)

78 W g P F aHuy § Fo o oo ¥, ok Aguw ¥ swem ad ¥
o; TTHRER F8 € fF omm W g ol @ aw § oft sl fyerfl wewm

w05 N 7 S e | a8 T gt ged ok &- wiheE wEa ¢ fF Fei
F N AHAR TN T qE SAHHAR T L, TE A AR F wAW Forw ¢ !
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q AR @ w @, g ow - a9 wY A emfen i B oo 3w oaw 9 S
W W R U ufffs ¥ e v wWE w9 @ wed ¢ fF - o 9 7 fnd sEn
S e 9 R, W GER 9@ § SUH Q1 afth gg@ @, @ Wifdek w9 4 o @
T AMfeT, dfch wg ¥ Hg Uil § WY a1 Sl R A AR | T8 AR
gd A gha € |

o T fgdta o 4 e @ e v B frafaden % w9 8 on
¥ YA W@ ¥ | 3 Wewd % fem w1 afuen @ g g9 it wwo § s Ry
1 forafadoo & w9 # O 98 U wd gHg wEl AW | W a6 SATE
TRl Bl e F R W@ qu e (¥-23¢) s &, T6E e fear @
aft g e a9 Wl ® | WReR 99 Qa0 # 6eRR €9 99 #
(FT ) 1 UF WEY FEd ¢ 99 Y 1 IR & Bl § 37pfad @ aeu |
TE gAY 9 B Wehd ¢ | T qoEE & @y fed o 9@ w1 wne T w9
g TS F fR S 2" T @ faen 39 % fow wate s # R
o v # frafaRe % w9 # oy R e €1 0@ wee v aH ¥
Tfarem | sedd w1 e fifim ¥ it s § ‘o’ W wefem F9 g o
i A TE ¥ T F @ g HW H R T
Frogoft
* wEa favm, s A wre faufames, SR % gR et ey g § i
- Sy fawas ufiga @it (20-21 Feb. 2004) # wega fFm mar whywd |
T3 AIHASI AT Wi JYuEEe | - e (R0-20-34)
wyd v Ja: Wl yaEe: | - fiueTeda (3-34)
HeTagonsel ol | - gEEmEREy g-2-3
. Hopa-fedl diw, | 9 frawm e, A wselter, R, k¢ (3.8eR)

- The foregoing discussion establishes how the word dharma passed through several
transitions of meaning and how ultimately its most prominent significance came to
be the privileges, duties and obligations of a man, his standard of conduct as a
member of the Aryan community, as a member of one of the castes, as a person in
a particular stage of life. — History of Dharmasastra (Vol. 1. Part-1), by P. V.
Kane, Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute. Pune, 1968, (p. 3).

& wYEfe:  (Aufafasremeega) T SwRdE, §. wgEuE AR, wer, 3%9R, (T, 63E)
b, FHYANTNOT 9 eRReyAETaet: g | e W o 7 yarefd | sraRRedfE
7 yfaaedta gd: | - Aafafa: (3. &28)

¢. - iyawedgay (ERMERA), Ed. L. Shrinivasacharya, A, 1230, (J. R28).
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8.
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.

LER
R%.

aeifa § waws # wHE & fA -y, Wy, ¢f, ¢, ¢3 U @EEET 9 U9 # S«
T & AU WIF ¢-¢], R0, R3-%E, 0% U %03 ¥ |

T Sy TSR TR |

sFyaeTERTE gaton fresfa e 1

- gwmeaify gag gawa qufafy |

IFT A AT THRTE AN - AR (C-%0%, o)
W&t s wewEe i fe@r ® & - It is strange that the dharmasastra works should

permit perjury to save a culprit from being sentenced to death. - See : History of
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