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¢. oA : S. K. De, “History of Sanskrit Poetics” Vol. II, 'Calcutta, 1960, p. 84
“Dandin......practically foreshadows, if he does not theoratically develop the
rigid differentiation of the Gupa and the Alathkara of the Riti School.”
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Vagharis of Gujarat : An Ancient Tribe (Facing Crucial Change
and Anti-Historical Process)

J. M. Malkan*

Introduction

Human race was saved from extinction by the ancestors of Vagharis during the
neolithic village culture based on agriculture and hunting. But now Vagharis them-
selves need to be saved from further deterioration and extinction. They need to
liberate themselves from age-old customs and beliefs heading towards darkness, igno-
rance which are coming in the way of their development. But they are not in
position to abandon their customs. Their grip over the entire community is so tight
that any effort made to dislodge it, is fanatically opposed. Here an attempt has been
made to highlight the factors responsible for deteriorating the Vagharis and how
they are facing crucial change and undergoing an anti-historical process.
Hunters and Gatherers

In the past, this term was applied only to those people who lived entirely on
hunting and food gathering from forests.

The overwhelming part of cultured man’s existence has been spent in hunting and
gathering for over 20,00,000 years. That is why the men’s ‘natural biologicél and
psychological make-up is found more readily in foraging society than in agricultural
or industrialised one.! : .

In 10,000 B. C. the world’s population consisted solely of hunters, gatherers and
fishermen. By A.D. 250, with spread of pasturalism and agriculture, this total came
down to one percent, of the population. By A.D. 1900, it was a mere 0.001 per
cent. To-day hunters-gatherers include small, scattered groups in the Philippines,
Malasia and India, the Pygmies, bush men and Hadza of Africa and in traditional
life-style, the aboriginal inhabitants of Australia and Northern-North America. Full
time hunting and gathering is dying out. Of course, few groups are still found eng-
aged in part-time hunting and gathering.

The whqle community was divided into three classes of which the hunter%
lived on hunting, another on tending cattle, and the third on agricuiture. The hun-
ters depended chiefly on meat.2 ‘

* Retired as Joint-Director, Social Welfare; Ex~Secretary, Socially and Educationally
Backward Class Commission (Third), officiated for one year; Ex. Secretary-Gujarat
Minorities Board, Govt. of Gujarat (for Six years)
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During Vedic and post-Vedic periods hunters were known by different names in
different parts of the country, viz (1) Shikari, (f.i),g,[il), (2) Swaniyo, (%urﬂ;ll) hunters
of dogs, (3) Mrugaya, (3941) hunters of deer, (5) Vyadh (sy|4) hunters of tiger
and (5) Paradhi, (uI1Hl) bird catchers.

As per the Persian historian Al-Biruni, there were two categories of hunters :
(i) hunters of wild animals, and (ii) hunters of birds during 1030 A. D.

It is further observed throughout the world that the sex-wise division of labour
is the same, the men do the hunting and the women do most of the gathering. This
tendency is also reflected in Vaghari community of Gujarat whose ancestors were
hunters and lastly the bird catchers, now partially settled one.

Race

Racially they seem to be of Aryan origin but in fact it is not so. On the other
hand, no sign of Proto-Austroloid or Proto-Bravidian race is traced. Their dresses
and ornaments indicate nothing. No traditional cultural elements are found preserved.
In this respect they are totally aculturised. The only source is their primitive way
of worship of Goddesses and sexwise division of labour. No major change in their
belief in superstitions and animal sacrifice has taken place since ages.

Bardic-Records |
No ancestorial or genealogical record is found regularly maintainsd by bards.

Of course, it is learnt that a ‘Turi Barot’ at Gondal is assigned to maintain records
of ancestors of Dataniya Vagharis of Saurashtra area. Surprisingly, ‘Turi Barot’
belongs to Scheduled Caste and maiatains records of ancestors of Vankar and

Cham3ar communities since generations.

Historical Records
As per Al-Biruni’s history,

were falling under the higher category of Antyaja, he
villages but away from the Antyaja of lower categories engaged in dirty work.

3 these hunters were not treated as Sudras. They
living on the outskirt of the

Charcateristics
Some of the Vagharis were found involved in Anti-Social activities, like pocket

lifting, house-breaking, house-theft, crop-lifting, cattlelifting etc. during the British
rule. With a view to check their anti-social activities they were compelled to report to
the police station at mid-night. Further, as a reformative measure, some of them and
their children were admitted in the special settlement camps.

Their involvement in anti-social activities was partly because of their associations

with Criminal Tribes viz Baraiya, Dharalas, Sansias, Bagris, etc. They were also

sponsored by odd states to harass their neighbouring states in Saurashtra territory.
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it is further learnt that even to-day Vedava Vagharis of Saurashtra area believe that
it is imperative for them to lift the crops and cattle while returning home from
work, otherwise the Goddess would be displeased and her wrath would ruin their
families. Some catastrophy may come or unforeseen calamity may bestow on them.

Classification :

In the year 1952, they were notified as scheduled tribes by the then govt. of Kutch
and as other backward classes by the then govt. of Saurashtra and as denotified tribes
in the rest of the old Bombay state territory i.e. Gujarat territory.

At present they are classified as Scheduled Tribe in Kutch district and as Socially
and Educationally Backward Class in the rest of the district of Gujarat. They are also
classified as Denotified Tribes/Nomedic Tribes too. It is not understood why a person
belonging to one and the same community is treated differently within the territory
of the same state ? Why area restriction is not lifted only in this case. Elite class
of Vaghari community is shocked to learn this injustice and opposed for this
discrimination.

The ancestors of ‘Paraghi’ of Madhya Pradesh, the ancestors of Sansiyas and
Bagris of Rajasthan and Hariyana, the ancestors of Tekaris and Shikaries of Maharashtra
belong to the same ‘stock’ of hunters of pre-Vedic period. At present they are at
diflerent stages of development in different parts of India and classified according to
their charactaristic and status.

Interpretation of the word ‘Vaghari’ :

There are different views regarding the origin of ‘Vaghari’ community and the
meaning of the word ‘Vaghari’ :

(1) As per the gazetteer of Bombay Presidency they are also known as ‘Tekari’ and
the word ‘Tekari’ is also a synonymous of the word ‘Banta’ (See pages 359 and
399 of the Bombay Gazetteer.).

(2) The word ‘Vaghari’ is derived from ‘Vaghurs’ and ‘Vaghurs’ means a ‘net’. They
were using net for catching the birds and in trapping the wild animals for hunting.

(3) ‘Vagharis’ of Gujarat probably belong to ‘Bagari’ tribes inhabitant of the ‘Bagad’
or ‘Vagad’ area, a track between southern western borders of Hariyana and Sara
(Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. IX, Part 1, page 150).

(4) They have sprung from Sansiyas or Sansis, a well-known race of plunderer in
the Punjab and other states. Sansis claim] themselves to be of Rajput origin,
but they were degraded to a very low status.

5) The other interpretation is that the word ‘Vaghari’ is derived from ‘Vagh’ + ‘Ari’.
‘Vagh’ means tiger and ‘Ari’ means an enemy, i.e. an enemy of tiger. Once they
were the best hunters of wild animals.

6) The other meaning of the word ‘Vaghari’ in colloquial Gujarati language is
uncultured but it has nothing to do with ‘Vagharis’ or their culture. It shows
the hostile attitudes of higher division classes.
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6riginaﬂy the word “Vaghari’; seems to have been derived from the Sanskrit
word ‘Vyaghra® (a tiger). In Prakrit, its corrupt form was pronounced as ‘Vyadh’. Thus
the community engaged in hunting wild animals like tigers and birds was known as
‘Vyaghra’ or ‘Vyadh’ followed by the suffix ‘ri’ denoting the caste, i.e. ‘Vyaghra + r1’
or ‘Vyadh + r1’ = ‘Vyagharr or ‘Vyadhart’. -
Habitat :

The Vagharis are found scattered in both rural and urban areas of Gujarat. Their
largest concentration in urban area is the city of Ahmedabad, mainly in Shahpur,
Chamanpura, Chamunda, Asarva and Naroda areas. They have migrated from rural
areas of both Saurashtra and Patan of Mehsana district. They are broadly divided
into two major ethnic groups (1) Patani and (2) Datania or Gamecha Vagharis. Both
these divisions are further sub-divided into several other groups with identical names.
All these groups and sub-groups are endogamous. Their marriages are confined to
their own sub-groups. Regional and local “variations are observed in their customs
and traditions. But the source of iheir beliefs, faith, worship of Goddess, superstitions,
exorcism and behaviour pattern seems to be one and the same. Of course, whatever
differences and variations observed are of regional and local character.

Sub-Castes
Amongst the Vagharis of Saurashtra, particularly Dataniya Vagharis, it is said
that there are 282 villages having population of Vagharis and that is why they have
formed a new group known as ‘282 wala’. There are 34 ethnic groups among the
- Vagharis. All these groups are endogamous. The details are given in the separate
statement (on pp. 5 to 10).

Surnames
Normally the surnames are derived from the name of the place, village, ancestors,
occupation, etc. or special achievements of their ancestors, namely, Dhaliyawala,
-means their ancestors were expert in preparing ‘Dhals’ (a shield). Similarly, the
.other surnames are like Gangariwal, Gandawala, Sheglawala, Shilajitya, Shikari, Sat
yavan, Chovisia, Khakhrodia, Halvadia, Buria, Saputia, Viragamicha, Gondliya,
- Zapadia,” Gamda, Bhojediya, Odhaniya, Shikari etc.
Occupation
In the past_they were hunters and food gatherers. In the course of time they
were taken to the settled tribal life for protecting the village and also adopted the
occupation of collecting the forest produce like gums. herbs used for medicines, honey,
_ catching the birds, hunting wild animals etc. It is learnt that they were experts in
_catching and domesticating ‘Patla Gho’ the salamander which was used for climbing
up the wall of the fort during war time, during middle age. '
~ They also used to sell birds like parrots, peacocks, sparrows, pigeons and such
other birds to the rich house-holders. Here it is reminded that in olden days till
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1935 it was customary to have such birds in the house as a symbol of status. It
was the monpoly of Vagharies to supply such birds. They were expert in catching
birds. The were acquainted with the nature and temparament of wild animals and birds.

Their role in rural life is that of the ‘Vasavaya’ community, monopolised in
supplying ‘Datan’ a stick of babul, used for brushing the teeth for which they are
remunerated in kind. Traditionally they are also drum beaters and employed during
various occasions by villagers. Moreover, they grow water-melons, musk-melons,
other vegetables, and fruits in river~bed areas during dry season. They get this
land on one year ( Ex-sali) lease from revenue department.

They also execute contract for collecting mangoes, berries, guava from trees
during harvest season.

The transformation has taken place in mode of occupations. Now-a-days, their
main occupation is growing and selling of fruits and vegetables and supplying of
Datan ( babul sticks for brushing the teeth), selling of crockery, old clothes and
vessels, wooden sticks, taming of he-buffalo for breeding purposes, some of the
groups are found employed in weaving, stone breaking, rope making and also in
selling of the bulls and calves.They keep few goats for mitk.

Though they are traders, they do not own their shops. They have remained
vendors only. Thus they are traders and merchants without shops.
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Culturul-heritage .

Culture is a way of life of a people and consists of conventional patterns of
thought and behaviour, including values, beliefs, rules of conducting economic activites,
etc. which survive from one generation to the next by leacning and not by biological

inberitance. It provides a set of principles for explaining and understanding human
behaviour.

Culturally Vagharis are non-Aryan inhabitants of India and they were moving in
groups for hunting all over the country during the neolithic age. In the course of time,
they were taken to a settled tribal life but their function was hunting and prote-
cting the rural and urban civilization from the attack of the wild animals coming
from the forest area and also to drive out the evil spirit coming from forest area

and thereby protect and save the rural people. On the other hand they being non-
Aryan they were considered as Sudras.

They were not authorised to worship the Gods and Goddesses mentioned in the
Vedic Shastras. At the same time, they were not incorporated with the other Sudras.
Thus they were not authorised to worship the Gods and Goddesses mentioned in
Puranas. They were allowed to worship their traditional Gods and Goddesses. Their
worship consists of animal sacrifice, invocation of spirit through constant beating of
the drums, performance of group dances, drinking of liquor and feasting’ of meat
which indicate the signs of ancieat religion of Pre-Aryan habitants of [ndia.

Vagaris have always tended to retain their beliefs which did not change during
last 300 years. The animal sacrifice is widely spread and practised.

Houses

Vagharis are never found residing in the midst of the village or in the vicinity of
higher division class. They have maintained their traditional identity by residing
separately on the out-skirt of villages since ages. Of course they prefer to stay near
the colonies of cattle rearing communities viz. Bharwads, and Rabaries. Reasons for
“which are obvious. All these communitigs are worshippers of Goddesses belonging to
the Jogani’s group.

They dwell in simple thatched huts, circular in shape in Kutch district whereas in
the rest of the rural area of Saurashtra and Gujarat, their houses are usually ‘Kachcha’.
Their design is that of the local type. Their colony is never found without a small
temple of their goddess.

" Dress
'Vagharis are used to follow the local existing dress style. No traditional dress
style is preserved except by old women folk of patani community. Their dress rese-
mbles to the dress of local cattle breeder’s women folk and also the women

folk of Kolies of Chorvad of Saurashtra. Surprisingly no traditional ornaments are
found preserved whereas Bharawad and Charanas have preserved. Reasons are pot
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known. Whereas no change is observed in the dress of the male members as weil as the
female members in rural areas of Saurashtra. But the new generation has started to
march with the time and try to adopt the current fashions of dress and also try to
imitate the youths of the higher society. Unfortunately, they cannot afford it
economically. As a result, they wear second-hand (old) clothes of modern style.
Further they cannot afford to wash and keep them neat, clean and press them pro-
perly. So it is difficult for them to maintain the etiquette of dressing and that is
why they can be immediately identified as the youth belonging to the Vaghari community.
However, some remarkable change is noticed amongst the Vagharis residing in the
cities like Ahmedabad, Mehsana, Palanpur, Patan and Baroda. It is further said that
“new fashion ends with the Vagharis.”” For instance, few years back, the youngsters all
over were moving with transistors in the market and other public places. The same
fashion was adopted by the Vaghari youths, by the time, it was out of vogue from
the youths of the higher class people. They have stopped by moviag with small
radio-transistor on their arm, but the Vaghari youths have continued to move with
the transistors as a status symbol even today. Similarly, latest Hair style is also
adopted by the Vaghari youths but they can be immediately identified. This indicates
that they want to march with the time and adopt the change but here they cannot
adopt the same in toto,. However they try to keep up with the modern trends.

Betrothal

For the settlement of the betrothal, as a custom the girl’s party does not come
to the boy’s party with the offer. It is customary for the boy’s party to go to the
girl’s party and ask for the engagement.

Wedding ceremony

Normally thc engagement takes place between the age of 14 to 20 years. The boy’s
party has to consult the girl’s party in rural area of Saurashtra. The boy’s party
has to pay Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 5,000 in cash tojthe bride’s, party at the time of marriage
and the failure of making such payments, the groom’s party has to return
back without the bride. Whereas in city areas of Saurashtra and Gujarat, the amount

~is very nominal. 1t varies from Rs. 100 to Rs. 500. The moment, the boy’s party
makes the payment in cash at the time of marriage, the matter ends with peace.
In marriage, the only procedure required is the wed-lock in which one end of a
‘panetar’ (a sari for wedding) is tied with the groom’s cloth _and during this
period some unknown peculiar words are chanted as Mantra by maternal uncles,
Sometime, they used to cali Brahmins for 'conducting the wedding ceremony. Of
course, there are few sub-groups among Vagharis where the Brahmi
called for the marriage ceremony, Particularly, Brahmins
and Maghia Vagharis of Kutch.

ns are invariably
are called in Vedu, Gamiya

- In some of the Vaghari communities of Saurashtra area,

or if the bride’s party is not
in a position to entertain the feast to the groom’s party,

the bride’s party sends Rs.
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4.50 in cash placed in'a dish to the groom’s party and in that case the entire expéd-
diture is borne by the groom’s - party.

Dowry :
There is no dowry system prevailing in the entire community. On the contrary,

groom’s party has to pay money in cash to the bride’s party before the marriage
ceremoney takes place. This amount varies with sub-castes.

It is interesting to note that a quarrel is a customary feature of their marriage
ceremony,. Before the commencement of the marriage ceremony, a quarrel is initiated
by either party on some trifle issue.

They start shouting against each other. At the same time dancing, drinking and
beating of the drums continue. Noisy atmosphere is found everywhere. At last after
the settlement of dispute, the actual marriage ceremony starts, This quarrel is known
as ‘Godadi no Zaghado.” Thus the quarrel is also one of the source of entertainment.
They rejoice it. There is a proverb in Gujarati in Than and Chotila area that there
cannot be any marriage without quarrel amongst Vagharis.

Brahmins are not employed by the most of the Vaghari groups in conducting
the marriage ceremony. This custom also. varies from place to place. In some of the
groups, this is being performed by maternal uncles of both the parties whereas in
some of the groups brother-in-law and sister-in-law of respective groups perform the
ceremony. Normally, they tie the ends of the clothes of brides with grooms and
there by marriage ceremony is treated as completed. It is learnt that marriage garbas
are mostly hired from the shops.

Local variation is observed in various customs and traditions. It varies from
place to place and community to community and so there is no uniformity.

Divorce is frequent, normally three times divorces are common. This situation has

adversely affected the children’s future. Marriage with deceased husband’s brother
is allowed. Widow remarrige is common.

Death :
Both burial and cremating customs are observed. The burial grounds of these
communities are known as 'Sonakhan’ and “Rupakhan.” In Ahmebad, their burial
ground was acquired by the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation for erecting. the
Sardar Patel Stadium. It was not opposed because they did not have any spokesm an
Burial system is prevalent among Gamiya or Madhi i C
PR S % R uya or Madhiya  Vagharis and D i
Vagharis of Ahmedabad city. Whereas, cremation is prevalent in Kanodia Vagh:g 1:31,:
Vedu Vagharis of Abhmedabad, fulmali of Baroda, Chunara and Sathwara Vagharis

Among the various groups of Vagharis, the Madakhzy (e
’ ater of corpse) j
most backward. After the death of a person it is customary to eat the ﬂzs;) ol: .tt]l:e
deceased person by bearer of the bier, who remove the corpse to the cremati e
ground. It is further learnt that a goat is sacrificed near the dead body and - its 21;01:
’ a

-
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is feasted even today in this era of advancement: This is a peculiar system, it has
made them condemned by the other groups of the Vagharis. They were treated as
untouchables amongst some sub-groups of Vaghari community. The reasons for this
custom of relishing meat of corpse are required to be investigated in future. Of
course, there are few qualified persons of this group, who have occupied high position
in government services. (Eating of corpse is found in Ahgor panth and Kapalika sect).
Religion ‘

.- -Elements of primitive cult of Shakti and primitive worship of Mother Goddess of
pre-Vedic period are found preserved in the religious rites, rituals, superstitious beliefs
and animal sacrifice accompanied by constant beating of the drums and dakla, dancing
and in the end feasting with wine and meat. Thus, the religion of Vagharis is an
off-shoot of primitive cult of shakti,

The idea of Shakti and its worship in the Jvarious forms of goddesses is as old
as human race. .

The origin of shaktism was spontaneous evolving out of the pre-historic Mother
Goddess Cult symbolising the facts of primitive life, but its development was maaifold
and not developed through any particular channel.

‘Shakti’ as the word itself denotes female power, or ‘energy’. Creation is due to
Shakti can be realised through the different phenomenon of life itself. Intelligence
(Budhi), Pity (Daya), Grace (Krpa) etc: are the various forms of ‘Shakti’. Each one
is' power which is-a manifestation of supreme power, the ‘para-shakti’. Hence, the
multiplication of the Goddesses represent the different aspects of power, energy or
‘Shakti’, e.g. ‘Saraswat1’ represents the faculty of ‘learning’, ‘Laxmr’ is for ‘wealth’,
‘Durga’ manifests ‘benign’ aspect, ‘Kal1’ denotes ‘terrible’ aspect and so on. Of course,
Goddess Durga, Amba and Kali represent few other aspects of ‘Shakti.’

Each Goddess represents one or two aspects of ‘Shakti’. It is natural for the
human being to aspire to possess or acquire what he does not. So he is inclined to
worship the Goddess manifesting the respective energy, he needed to acquire or
develop and if required, he vows for the same. But it requires mental acumen, i.e.
faith in the particular Goddess. False belief or object can satisfy a man’s heart only
so long as the falsity of belief or object is not detected, it ceases to exist, it becomes
ineffective thereafter with the result that his devoted heart loses its support and faith
for ever. - '

‘From psychological point of view, worship with faith is a mental process of
acquiring energy. It consists of the substance of Auto-suggestions, concentration and
‘meditation. '

Goddesses

Goddess worship is an ancient faith. Its traces are found in neolithic age and

é;q_—Vedic period. It was- also prevalent during Vedic, Puranic and the subsequent
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periods. It was practised amongst Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, Sadras, Dravidians,
Non-Aryan Indians and aboriginal Tribes from time immemorial.

Besides the higher-grade deities, whose worship is enjoined and treated in the
Shastras and Purznas, numerous other minor deities, none of whom however, find a
place in the Scriptures, are worshipped by the lower classes.

The worship of Goddess had a strong grip all over India from 600 B. C. to 400
A. D. The Yajur-veda is full of hymns of Goddess worship. Worship of Goddess
‘Ambika’ is recommended in ‘Devi’ Purana and Markandeya Purana. Gayatr1-Pagh
and Chandi-Path are recommended everywhere. Of course the Goddess mentioned in
Vedas can be worshipped only by Brahmins and Goddess mentioned in Purznas can
be worshipped only by Kshatriyas and Vaishyas. Sadras and Non-Aryans have no
authority to worship these Goddesses. Other Goddess and particularly 64 Jognis and
other individual Goddess can be worshipped by them. But ultimately the worship of
Goddesses of all categories leads to “Shakta’ or ‘Shakti’ (energy) worship.

Joginis ,

The Jogints are the folk-goddesses. In the Skanda Purapa, we find two different
lists of the names of the Joginis, one consisting of 48 names while the other having
64 names. These all belong to the fearful forms of Devies and these goddesses are to
be worshipped with Bali. In Navaratra, its Yatra, also known as Jatar, among
Vagharis is also to be arranged for Devies. There after one becomes free from the
fear of the ghost, Bhiitas, witches, Pisachas, and the demons.4

These Joginis are sometimes represented as eight fairies or sorceresses created by
Durga and sometimes there are various forms of Goddesses. These sixty or sixty-four
Goddesses are capable of being multiplied to the number of ten millions. The Skanda
Purzpa describes that there are as many Jogints as there are Gotras (one for each
Gotra). Some of these are also designated as Kuladevatas (family gods).5 Or Kuldevis.

Generally, no human shape image is set up in the temple of these deities known as
‘Madh’. However, idol worship is obServed. A small silver idol of Clan-goddess is kept
with consorts in a holy copper-pot in a sacred place and only during Jatar, this idol is
taken out and worshipped. Thus idol as well as image worship is observed. In some
of the groups, only the image worship is prevalent. Their pictures are depicted on a
piece of cloth and it is being prepared by special class of this ,community. However,
the original deity is ‘Shakti’ the Goddess of energy or power. Its various aspects are
manifested through Joganis and local deities. They are worshipped. Further, Goddess

‘Amba’ is also worshipped amongst this community., Her picture is also found with
Trishal, Dakla and sword in her hands.

It is further learnt that among' some sub-groups idols of only those Goddesses
manifesting divine powers are installed in the ‘Madh’ whereas in the case of Goddesses
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manifesting both divine as well as evil powers or exclusively manifesting evil spirits,
their idols are not installed but only their depicted pictures are kept and worshipped.

Each and every family has got its own family Goddess, Their status also varies
amongst themselves by the hirearchical status of the Goddesses.

Normally the Vagharis do not worship any God or Goddesses installed in other’s
.Madhs but now a little bit change is observed and they go to worship or £0
for the Darshan of the other’s Gods and Goddesses which are not popular in their
. .communities, Of course, it does not mean that they have lost faith in their Goddesses.
_In. fact, their faith in theu' ‘Goddesses. has remained as strong as it was before.

Peity and tutelary deity

All the ethnic groups of Vagharis have their own ‘Madhs erected in their vxcnmty,
The details of the clan (kul) goddesses are as under :

Details regardinag the Kul-Devi (Family Deity)

Sr. Name of the Kul-Devi Other Gods and
No. Community \ Goddesses
1.  Kutchhi Ashapura ~ Haji-Pir
' Mza-Bhavan
Santosi~Ma
Amba
2.  Datania (Ahmedabad) Kalkz
Chamupda
Melada
Vihot
Datania (Rajpipla) _ Bigagiri
: Char Minar
Adya-Shakti
Bathijx
Datania (Saurashtra) Meladt M3z-Ma:
Khodiyar Chavand
Kalka Vachhara-Dada
Dagxi Mandavrai
Totad1 Bahucharzj1
Aanavals Shetrunji.
3+  Patani (Kutch) Meladr
’ Shakti
4,  Fulvadi Melads
Kalka
Khodiyar
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Vayani
Shikotar
Vihol
Talgiri
5. Marvadi (Kutch-Bhatti) , Kal-Bhairav
Solanki Kalka
Rathod . Malvai
Chauhan Sekhavat
Makodur Sodara
6. Junji (Kutch) Sagat Haji Pir
Vihot
Vedu (Katch) Vaoiya
Mambai
Kavariz
Payav
Mengt Vaiyer
Meladr-Shikotars
7. Sathvara (Kutch) Amba
Khodiyar
Ashapura
Bhadra Kali

Often these deities are closely identified with a specific tract of land, its soil and
the life it sustains. Sometimes they are worshipped only in a particular village, or
even by a section of.the village,

Ancesterial worship is not found in this community. So the erection of their statye
in the ‘Madh’ is not found. Of course, there is one exception at village, Lakhanka.
Temple of Goddess Lakhanki is built. It is said that Goddess Lakhanki originally
b:longed to Vaghari community. This village is situated near Sardhar, a few miles
away from Rajkot. -

Further nature of worship is broadly divided into two categories. The worship
of Divine power and Evil power or Asur: Shakti.

Most of the Goddesses worshipped by Sudras and non-Aryan groups were meant
for both divine as well as Asurt Shakti (Evil spirit). This ancient cult of Shakti had
shaped and moulded various religious sectors in different ways. This Shakti cult s
also a cult of devotion, but its base seems to have been transformed from spiri-
tuality to superstitions and from reality to illusion, it has resulted in increasin
ignorance instead of enlightenment. 3 . €

Goddess Melad1:
The maindeity of this Vaghari community is Goddess Melads.
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As per myths and legendary, the Rishis were disturbed and harassed continuo-
usly in performing ‘Yajias’ by ‘Rakshas’ (demon) Shankhasur. So they approached
Lord Krishpa for help. He advised the Rishis to continue the fight against the
demon Sankhasur. Meanwhile the Sankhasur took the form of a cow. As the cow being
holy and it’s killing was treated as a henious crime, no Rishi took the risk and informed
Lord Krishpa accordingly. Lord Krishna then created a statue of Goddess Melad:
from his dirt (Mel) to kill the cow. Bat Goddess Melad: also did not agree to
commit the crime by killing the cow. Therefore, Lord Krishpa assured her that she
would be worshipped both for evil as well as for good purposes. Thus, Goddess
Melad: is worshipped both for acquiring Asuri-Shakti and also for Suri-shakti,

Goddess Meladr at village Reshamia of Chotila Taluka and also at village Mov-
aiya of Rajkot district are worshipped by Bhavas on the [4th day of the dark half
of Ashvin. On that day, no ‘Madh’ of Goddess can be errected without offering
sacrifice or oblation of goat or a he-buffalo. Gn this occasion the meat is partaken
of in order to win the favour of the Goddess.

There are no particular days prescribed for such worship, but Sundays and
Tuesdays would seem to be the most favoured. On such days, offerings are made
for the fulfilment of a vow.

Fourth category of worship

In almost all societies of the world gods and goddesses are worshipped., The
nature of worship is broadly classified into three categories. While the vagharis have
the fourth category of worship along with animal sacrifice.

For Self realization

(1) Realization of higher-self or inner self or to realize divinity or oneness with
eternity.

For the Grace

(2) Gods and Goddesses are worshipped to earn their grace for oneself as well as for
the well-being of the society. Whatever happiness or the prosperity they enjoy,
it is believed to be a bliss or grace of the Gods, and whatever the hardships or
calamities are faced are treated as the will of the Gods.

With Conditions

(3) The God is worshipped with some worldly expectations and prayed for the same,
viz. prognosis, healing from illness, etc. Thus the worship is dome with some
expectation, some vow is taken that on fulfilment of the desire, something would

be offered or some Pija will be performed or a pilgrimage will be carried out
to honour the Goddesses,
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o ‘ Pre-consent ‘ .
(4) Whereas amongsts Vagharis, the pre-consent of the Goddesses is required through
the media of their priests or Bhagats or Pajaris.

The worship of first and second categories are not in existence. The socio-reli-
gious life of Vaghari community is fabricated around the third and fourth categories
of worship, with animal sacrifice.

Seeking the consent of Goddess

No religious or other important social affairs are carried out without obtaining
the permission from Goddess. Pre-permission is imperative for occasions viz. for fixing
the date of Jatar ceremony, date of marriage ceremony and other religious ceremony
to be performed after the fulfilment of vow or Badha etc. The process of secking permi-
ssion is prescribed traditionally through the process of observation of grain corns.
Normally, it is conducted by Bhagat or Pajart belonging to Vaghari community.
Further he is consulted for good omen or ‘Muhirat’ for all purposes.

Augury

The corn is sifted, cleaned, pounded, and treated with frankincense, offered to
the goddess and lasily partaken of before sunset, and all these operations must be
performed om the same day for the offerings must not see lamplight. Girls are not
allowed to partake in these offerings. All ceremonies should be conducted with much
earnestness and reverence; otherwise the offerings will fail to prove acceptable to the
matas or devies or goddesses.t

Worship of Lord Krishna . ‘

As Lord Krishpa being a creator of Goddess Meladl, no puja or worship is
initiated without offering him oblation of molasses. Animal sacrifice is also offered -to
him, of course it is prohibited amongst few sub-groups.

Vow : .

In the observance of the vow, the devotee abstains from certain things, till the
period of the vow expires. When a vow is thus discharged or fulfilled the devotee
offers flowers, garlands, incense, food or drink according to the terms of his vow. The
dhiipa, i. e. burning incense of gugal (balsamodendron) is one of the commonest
methods of worship. Here amongst vagharis, vow of performing <Jatar’ is taken
invariably.
Jatar

Literally, the meaning of ‘Jatar’ is ‘yatra’-a pilgrimage, in which the entire family
(Kutumb) meets and celebrates at the ‘Madh’. of their Kuldevt (family deity). Of
course, Prior to this ceremony, Lord Krishpa is offered oblation which is known
as ‘Thakor-no-koliyo, (Thakor-Koli). Here the image of Lord Krishna is sym-
bolically erected from the wet flour of weat and by pushing two pins upward and
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two pins downward which indicates two hands and legs of Lord Krishna. Jatar is nor-
mally performed during various occasions, viz. marriage, birth of children, installation
of Magh, temple or housing colony and also in case of some settlements of quarrels.

At the time of performing various Jatar ceremony some Mantras are chanted

in peculiar tune. It has nothing to do with Sanskrit verses (Shlokas). It is handed
down from generation to generation.

Before offering a goat for sacrifice the members of the entire family and relatives
move in circular around the goat and each one has to touch the scape-goat with
dragger one by one. In some areas, they touch with palm. It is known as ‘Mati—no-
thapo’. Secondly, the moment the goat is slauttered, the blood coming out from the
main vein from the throat of the goat is supposed to be sucked up by Bhiva directly and
in some areas blood is collected in a dish containing an idol of Goddess and seven
draughts of blood along with wine are sucked by the Bhigvas. Simultaneously, the
toungue of the goat is detached and offered as homage to Goddess in altar of ‘Yajaa’.
Bhava is also given Ghee (purified butter) to drink and molasses to eat immedtatety
after drinking blood to avoid nausea, vomitting and other reactions, and then some
tilak is marked by this blood on the forehead of Goddess. Firstly, the body of the
dead goat is offered to the Goddess and then some of the portion is cooked, and
feasted with rice. The residue of the meat is distributed among their relatives. These
relatives used to cook at their own houses as ‘Prasad’.

During this ceremony of animal sacrifice Bhiiva is assisted by a person known
as ‘Paghiyar’ or ‘Padhar’ both in collecting flowing blood from the neck of the
scapegoat and also helping the Bhava to drink the same. This Padhiyar is either
selected by Bhiiva or appointed by the persons sponsoring of animal sacrifice.

Raval or Joshi is assisted and guided by a person known as

_ Saratiya (a(au1)
who decides the terms and conditions of the rituals.

They keep the drums beating very loudly and nbisy atmosphere is created so

that the killing of the goat cannot be heard outside and the tempo of dancing is
.maintained.

Wine is inevitable at the time of performing the ceremony and everybody has to
-drink and perform dance with the beating of drums. This ceremony
hours. It is learnt that even in Ahmedabad, this is performed on ev
Tuesday in their houses by rotation in their vicinity.

lasts for 4 to 5
ety Sunday or

During ‘Jatar,” in the initial stage Bhava is honoured and adorned with new
clothes and flowers. There after Clan-Goddess is worshipped, drums are beaten in a
peculiar way to call the spirit or invoke the spirit of Goddess in the body of Bhgvz
(the Exorciser). On hearing the discordant voice of the drums, the Bhiva’s
body starts shaking which is known as ‘convulsion fit." It indicates that the Goddess
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has penetrated into the body of Bhava and the Bhava is no more in  his body. His
whole body is possessed by the divine spirit of Goddess and whatever is uttered or
replies given to the questions asked is treated as the ‘will’ or ‘consent’ of Goddess.
Whatever reply is given is to be honoured scrupulously. But the Goddess Meladi
and other Goddesses are always found reluctant to give consent for adopting any new
change,

However, each and every Vaghari family has to perform some religious ceremonies
to propiciate Clan-Goddess at the intervals of every three or four years in which
one has to offer 8 to 20 he-goats and arrange feast for their caste-fellows. The cost
of the ceremony comes to the tune of Rs. 20 to 40 thousands. And if refused
to perform this ceremony, one would be ex-communicated. So every Vaghari family
has to meet the expenditure of Rs. 20 thousands at the intevals of three to four
years. This very religious eustom is to be followed invariably and thereby one is ruined
economically.

New Settlement

Whenever any new colony is to be established, it is compulsory to install g
temporary temple of their family deity in the vicinity and at that time Jatar festival
is observed in which the sacrifice of goats is offerred, After the competion of the
new colony, ‘Pakka’ temple is erected and the ceremony followed is know as ‘Paki

Jatar.” This Jatar literally means pilgrimage of the family to the place of temple of
their family Goddess.

After these ceremonies, every body is at liberty to build his own house within the
new settlement. When the houses are completed and ready for habitation, it is nece-
ssary to perform the ceremony of Jatar again for the propitiation of the Goddess,

The days for special worship are the ‘Navaratra’ holidays,

fo the second day of the
bright half of Ashadh, the ninth month of the Hindu Calendar, ‘Divasa’ or the last
day of Ashagh.?

‘Nag’ (Cobra) is not worshipped but the killing of Nag is prohibited and when-
ever it is seen, a glass of milk is placed near by a lamp of ghee.

The Bhiiva occupies a very high status in this community and commands much
respect. In the first place his position is that of middle-man between the Goddeses
on the one hand and human beings on the other. He is the interpreter of the will
of the goddesses.®

It is learnt that no reply is given to any question asked fo
unless he is brought uader convulsive fit. Only in this state of
-are given through intuition. It is interpreted that the body
and she is giving the replies to questions or the solutions
media of Bhava. This is a rustic traditional technique

r solution by Bhgvz
transcendence, replies
Is possessed by Goddess
of problems through the .
to drag the Bhava into
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transcendental state. Thus the replies are not given’ during conscious state but given
through the intuition, and it is interpreted as the replies given by the Goddess.

Further Bhava 1s believed to have power over the evil spirits which are visible to
the Bhiiva only, they cannot be seen by common man. He is the guardian of the
community. His duty is to protect the people from the malignant influence of the
evil spirits.

The devies are supposed to appear in specially favoured Bhivas and to endow
them with prophetic powers.

The Bhiva generally belongs to Vaghari tribe. One good qualification for becoming
a Bhuva, is to possess the inborn quality of throwing one’s self into ‘convulsive fits’
followed by a state of trance, especially on hearing the beating of dakla (drum). At
such a time, the spirit of mata or devi is supposed to penetrate into the body of the
Bhiva and to speak out her wishes on being questioned. Some Bhiivas are regularly
possessed by some devi or mata on every Sunday or Tuesday.

It appears that dancing often forms a part of the process of exorcism. Frequently,
dancing is accompanied by the beating of cymbals and drums. In other words, it
invokes intuitive mood or create intuitive stage which is the main objective of this
celebration.

This needs to make further psychological analysis to what extent, it contains
the substance of auto suggestion ‘hypnotism,” ‘mesmerism’ and ‘Tantric’ sadhanz in
rustic method. This needs deep study to ascertain how far it is true.

The great Ancient seer Patanjali avers the supersensous experienes on three
dimentions of human personality viz. (1) physical (2) mental and (3) spiritual. He
further explains, how with the constant practice of special forms of concentration and
meditation, extrasensory powers are acquired. Shri Ramkrigpa always warned all
his disciples to beware of such powers and advised them to set a side the use of
such powers, if they possess them. However, now-a-days hypnosis has been used

. successfully as an abjuctive tool in the treatment of a wvariety of psychiatric and
medical conditions, including the control of pain, anxiety and phobias, habits. When
used in treatment, the hypnotic state provides a receptive and attentive condition in
which the patient concentrates on a primary treatment strategy deigned to promote
greater mastery over the symptoms.

All Psychotherapies are composed of inter-personal intra-psychic components
which facilitate change. Hypnotic trance mobilizes focused concentration, demonstrates
the ability to change both psychological and somatic experience, and intensifies
receptivity to imput from others. This makes the hypnotic state-a natural tool-for
use in psychotherapy and fascinating psychobiological phenomenon.!0

All hypnosis is really self-hypnosis. Individual capable of experiencing some or
all of these changes associated with a shift into the hypontic trance state may learn
to employ them as tool in facilitating therapeutic change.
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Hypnosis is not a sleep but rather a shift in attention which can occur in a
matter of seconds, either with guidance or spontaneously. Highly hypnotizable indi-
viduals are measure-prone to intensely absorbing and self-altering experiences. All
hypnesis is really self hypnosis. Under guided condition, a hypnotizable individual
allows a therapist or other person to structure his own shift in gttcdtion. However,
not every one can be hypnotized, ' ’

So far as religious life is concerned, the role of Pijart, known as Bhagat, of
the community and the Bhava, the exorciser, is very great. For each and every
matter pertaining to a sacrifice, rituals, rites, paja and performance of Jatar ceremony,
these two persons are consulted. Both of them belong to Vaghari community and
initiated accordingly as Pajart or Bhava. Their functions differ from each other and
at the same time, suppliment each other. They control the whole religious and
social life of Vaghari community. Pajar: is also referred as ‘Joshi.” No date of any
religious or cultural ceremony or social function is fixed up without the consent of
Pajar1. He decides every thing through observing ‘Dana’-grain corn. Moreover, he
directs all functions whereas the ceremonies of worship is conducted and executed
by the Bhiivas only.

They also function as exorcisers and sorcerers. Both these Pajaris and Bhivas
are highly respected. Both of them can be identified from each other, A silver anklet
is found on the wrist of right hand of Pajari invariably. :

Cult of Bhava is preserved hereditary. It is handed down from one generation
to other generation since time immemorial. They are selected and initiated from
amongst the sons of Bhava having inherent qualities and aptitude for becoming a
Bhiava. It is done with the consent of Goddess. :

Bhiivas prepare themselves for their priestly role not by purification or scriptural
learning but by trance or possession, thus harking back to the intoxication sought by
early primitve priests from soma.

The Bhiiva distributes doras (magig threads) and anklets among the people. Such

things are coveted for their efficacy in warding off the influence of evil spirits and
are often sought after by people.1!

But although there may be some Bhuvas who profit by imposing upon the
credulity of the Vagharies. There are many Bhavas who do not work with the expe-
ctation of any reward, and are only actuated by benevolent motives. Many of them
honestly believe that at the time when they are thrown into a state of trance, th

LV} . - e
matas or deities actually enter their bodies and speak their wishes through them as

a medium.
Animal Sacrifice :
Sacrifice and transcdenence are closely related to each other, regardless of its

bewildering yariety and many questions it raises. The purpose of sacrifice is clear.
It mediates between the human being and the transcendent world.!2
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In religious terms, sacrifice is the offering to God of oneself or of something
valuable or precious, in order to express a joyful thanks giving, or to seek a blessing
or a favour. As maa’s most precious possession is life, in many communities and
periods of history, sacrifice has been associated with the killing of an animal or a
human being to give back life, represented by the blood, to the deity. Sometimes
an animal was entirely burnt as a total offering, sometimes parts were returned to
the worshipper for eating, to symbolize a meal shared with Goddess. Other gifts,
e.g., wine, fruit, or cereals were also used.

Even the godé become dependent upon the priests, who provided them by offer
ring sacrifices the “food” they required, and also with the Soma which gave them
long life of many years.

Religion includes worship which enriches culture. In fact, the origin and
growth of sacrifice is an important page in the history of the human mind. it is
very difficult to determine step by step the different stages of civilizations.13

The sacrificial system distinctly refers to different periods of civilization. Some
sacrifices, no doubt, belong to the pastoral stage of civilization; some to the agri-
cultural stage of civilization; some attest to the chivalrous character of the relevent
period.

Now sacrifice is indeed a conspicuous theme in Indian religious and social
thought. The Veda, the revealed knowledge, focuses almost exclusively on sacrifice,
while the universal order, the ‘dharma’ is said to rest on or even to be containéd
in the sacred lore of Vedic sacrifice.

Indeed, the sacrificial system was the soul of civilization.!3 During one period a
nation is found to be guided by one sole idea. So the Indo-Aryans of this period
were under the influence of one idea, and it was sacrifice.

Animal sacrifice is an established rite celebrated for the goddess. Even the
Puranic literature abounds in instances and prescribes Pasubali, though it follows
the Dakshinacharr system of worship. Generally this Pasubali was offered to the
goddess Chandika on Navamz tithi, especially in Navaratra days. The Devi Bhagavata
Purapa says that this is not Hinmsa and it justifices the killing of the animais if they
are offered to the goddess by saying that they will lead to heaven and no sin  will
be incurred by the killer. But the Purzna says that it is meant only for those, who
are habituated to take meat etc. The Kalika Purapa also makes a prohibition of
Pagubali by the Brahamanas. It is only the Kalika Purzapa which deals in details with
the process of Pagubali. This has been dealt during Navaratra ceremony,14

The Devi Purapa says that only those animals who are five years old, and
perfectly in good health should be offered to the goddess, in the midnight of Mahastam;
or Mahanavami. Still we find that this ‘Bali’ was offered generally to the “Ugra’ fbrms
of Devi and not to the Saumya forms of Satviki Goddesses. We find a list of animals
to be offered. This list of sacrificial animals enumerated in the Kazlikx Purapa is
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very wide viz. birds, tortoises, alligators, fish, nine species of wild animals, buffaloes,
bulls, he-goats, wild boars, rhinoceros, antelopes, iguanas, rein-deer, lions, and
tigers. Blood drawn from one’s own body may also be offered. Ordinarily, females
of all the animals are exempted from sacrifice,! but when mass sacrifices are offered,
the distinction between the male and female is not observed. The horses and the
elephants are not accepted by the goddess, they are meant only for special sacrifices
by the Kings. The Yogini Tantra enlarges the list and includes also monkey
amongst sacrificial animals. While worshipping the goddess on the cremation ground
only the buffaloes are sacrificed and spirituous liquor is a constant accompaniment
to the blood offering.16

Though this rite is very ancient prevailing in pre-Aryan stages, still it enjoys
vety important place in the Tantras, and the Purapnas also mention it but with a
hesitation. From time to tine the Puranas go on saying that this is Tamas1 worship and
this worship is meant for the kings only and this should not be performed by everyone.
All this goes to show that the Puragas were assimilating the practices of the Tantras
but with some precautions and modifications. Among Vagharis the animal sacrifice
is inevitable at the time of performing Jatar and other ceremonies in the ‘Madh’
of Goddess Melad1 and other goddesses but there are some temples where the animal
sacrifice is prohibited, particularly at village Nana Harania of Bhavnagar district,
where not only the animal sacrifice is prohibited but the red colour is prohibited at
the time of offering Naivedya. Even the rice cooked for such Naivedya must be
white in colour, if the rice catches red colour, it is discarded.

It is learnt that the animal sacrifice is common but the birds and animals which
are the vehicles of their Goddesses are not slauttered viz. the cock is not slauttered
because it is the vehicle of Goddess Bahuchar Mata. Similarly, camel is the vehicle
of Goddess Shakti, dog is the vehicle of Haddkh Mata. He-buffalo is the vehicle of
Vihat Mata, the crocodile is the vehicle of Khodiyar Mata. So these birds and
animals are not slauttered or offered as homage to respective Goddesses. Moreover,
the pigeons, peocock and female animals and female birds are not offered.

It is further imprest upon the minds of the people that even if animal sacrifice
is prevented or prohibited, it will not be effective. The Goddess manages the act of
sacrifice. This is narrated in a legend that in the past, animal sacrifice was prohibited
by Mah#jan of ‘chotila’ and no sacrifice was offered to Goddess Melad1 at Madh’ near
village Reshamia, but a goat came of its own accord at the time due for sacrifice and
started dashing its head near the Madh of Mata (goddess) and died on the spot.

Diseases
Some diseases are attributed to devils or some other, evil spirits.

The Bhiivas or exorcists are believed to have control over them, and are supposed
to be able to detect an illness caused by spirits. In such cases, the Bhavas drive
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away the evil spirits from the patients by magic incantations, or transfer them to
others by waving a certain number of grain seeds round the head of the patient.
By another process the Bhiavas can confine the evil spirit in a glass bottle, which
is burried underground.

There is also a belief that the sixty four Joganis, or their clan-Goddesses (kul-devies)
when they are desirous of victims, cause baneful epidemics among mankind, the
only remedy in such a case is the offering of a goat or a he-buffalo, or the observa-
tion of ‘Jatar’ or other ceremonies in their honour.

No physician can be consulted without the consent of the Goddess through the
media of Bhiava, who declares that Goddess would remain present in the form of
medicine to heal the patient. Of course, during serious illness or during emergency
doctors are consulted by enlightened and educated families, but they have to take the
post-facto sanction of the Goddess.

Rabies

In case of Rabies or the bite of the dog, or hydrophobia it is compulsory to take
the patient to Goddess ‘Haddakan.” Nobody is allowed to go to hospital or to the
Doctor. Here the vow of 1/4 month is taken before the Goddess and some black
string is tied over the upper portion of the elbow. If nothing happens to the patient,
the Jatar ceremony is performed and if the Rabies is diagnosed the patient is not
removed to the hospital but he is kept inside the temple of Goddess Haddakan along
with Bhiiva who has to face the patient and hold him for a pretty long time till he is
cured. If anybody seeks the help of a physician or a Doctor, he is supposed to pay
the penalty for performing the Jatar, or one is ex-communicated from the caste.

They have immense faith in Goddess ‘“Haddakan.” She is considered to be the
most powerful Goddess, so no Vaghari would dare to take any false oath in her name.

Madh of Goddess Haddakan situated in village Kothagam near Kalol, dist.
Mehsana and madh situated in village Indoli near Dholka, dist. Ahmedabad are
famous for occult powers and blessings.

The dog being the vehicle of Goddess Haddakan, it is never hurt by Vagharies,
otherwise it is apprehended that wrath of Goddess would ruin them.

The growth of science and technology has given rise to new thoughts and
concepts which challenge the very foundation of religious beliefs whereas on the other
hand, the traditionalists look upon faith as the final authority in deciding the validity
of the *will’ of goddess as final spiritual truth.

In any walk of life, reason follows faith. We perceive thing and then reason
about it. This is also a process in the realm of religion, that which is envisioned by

26 | [ Samipya : April, '92-September, 1992

For Private and Personal Use Only



Shri Mahavir Jain Aradhana Kendra www.kobatirth.org Acharya Shri Kailassagarsuri Gyanmandir

faith is systemized by reason as philosophy for the understanding of the average
mind. The godmen of different religions speak from faith. They are never guided by
reason. Vagharis’ Bhivas are guided by faith and not by reason.

Thus the arguments in support of faith and those in support of reason do not
establish the superiority of one on the other and therefore, do not resolve the
controversy. Under these circumstances the elite class of Vaghari ecommunity wants
to follow the reasons but they are not in a position to disregard their old faith
guided by Bhiivas. The only alternative for them is to come forward to substitute
the old illusive faith by introducing new spiritual faith without disturbing the tradi-
tional devotion. Whatever is found good should be preserved and rest of the harmful
rites, rituals and customs should be abandoned or substituted by suitable and pure
media with full understanding.

There is a faculty of faith in man, a power independent of sense and reason,
the primordial source of any religion, which enables him to apprehend the Infinite.
It is true, that Nature does not speak of itself, but of one who speaks by it. Nature
is great, but the soul of man is greater. Religion is a spontanecous sentiment, an
intuitive perception, in which the wmind unconsciously draws its breath and has its
being. It is not the product of reasoning. It is the hidden doubt of faith, which
gushes up within the man. Man in all the entireity of his complex nature cries but
for the Living God. Human reason cries out for God, as it needs because it cannot
rest on its onward march till it arrives at an intelligent first cause. Human thought
cries out for God, as it needs something permanent and unchangeable to lean upon.1?

In the first stage of thought, when the mind had not risen to the conception of
the unity of God, it was but natural that the principal forces and energies of nature
should at first draw the attention of man.

Health

Generaily, they are thin and lean with poor physique. It is bzcause of poverty,
half-starvation and under nourishment. Moreover, they are adicted to liquor.
Smoking is common including women from teenage. They easily fall prey to T. B.
typhoid, malaria, various phobias and Rabies. Die earlier before reaching sixty.

Education

Literacy percentage of education is very poor amongst these communities.

However, there is a slow and steady progress in the field of education. Some
of the students have reached the level of higher secondary level and a very few have
completed graduation and post graduation. Some of them have succeeded in securing
government jobs, but their strength is negligible.
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The Indian Constituion assures equality of opportunity and social justice to every
Indian child and citizen as fundamental rights. Education is open to every child and
article~45 has made it a compulsory requirement. Even after the four decades of the
constitution, pupils of this community are still facing the problem of hostile attitude
and caste prejudice, illiteracy, hunger and injustice. Further more the rigid customs
and social attitudes are not changed. The pupils of this community are coandemned
and they are looked down, by the pupils of other castes.

The pupils of this community cannot tolerate such insult. They do not like to
be dictated or condemned by others as ‘Vagharis ! They want to maintain self-respect
at any cost, so some of the pupils prefer to give up studies rather than to live in
hostile envionment. It weakens the moral fibre of the growing youth. Such hostile

and unfriendly atmosphere have despirated them. Consequently their patience has
worn thin,

Thus various factors are responsible for the deprivation of education.

Emotionally unorganised family structure is marked in this community. However,
the domination of women is very high and dectative. Their will is final in social as well
as economic affairs, and also because of frequent divorces infants and children are
deprived of emotional support which is very essential for the better growth. Social norms
and values are imbibed in childhood through the elders at home and unless a home
becomes a centre of social education, it is not possible to raise a new generation of people
with a new social awareness. This is lacking in this community. Of course, women
do have affection for their children but their role as an earning member of the family
does not allow them to perform their duties towards their children. So the infants
and younger children are looked after by the elder children in the house, who
wander together aimlessly, in then earing streets, like herds of some animals. As a result,
the younger children are also desprived of the benefit of modern education. Since
from their tender age they are burdened with adult’s duties, they usually follow their
family profession.

Even if they go to school, they cannot pull on any more in the hostile attitude
prevalent in the schools. Morever, the Jatar ceremony is observed during the months
of Chaitra and Asagh, ie. the period of examinations in the schools. Thus, they
cannot regularly attend the schools and large number of children are not inclined
to enhence their studies and they leave the school. In most of the families the children
are found employed in some trade or some occupation and they also become the
earning members of the family. Inspite of this, their economic condition
poor.

is very
Thus, their children do not seem to go through the phase of adolescent.

28] [ Samipya : April, ’92-September, 1992

For Private and Personal Use Only



Shri Mahavir Jain Aradhana Kendra www.kobatirth.org Acharya Shri Kailassagarsuri Gyanmandir

Youth

Hostile Environment

Surrounded by a complex, frustrating and hostile society, Vagharis of today
find their dreams shattered, their hopes unrealised, their aspirations uafulfilled. The
ameliorative measures carried out upto the beginning of the eighth plan have not
proved to be successful in bringing out a radical change, except the negligible impact
on education. Iy fact, whatever change is observed it is because of the time. Now
they seem to have realised to come forward but it is a pity that they do not find
any opening in their life for self-actualization. At the same time, the whole commu-
nity is not in position to get-rid of superstitions, beliefs, myths, etc. So socialization
from childhood, inclusive of character building, gainful employment, suitable develop-
ment of their spirit needs an integral strategy. Thus the most important problem
facing them now, is a social change, but it can not be achieved without abandoning
the old pattern of living and thinking.

Women’s Status

The shastras have enjoined the worship of certain higher-grade deities, and have
prescribed certain ceremonials for the purpose. But women are not authorised to
participate in these ceremonies. The reason is that the Shastras regard women as
inferior to men and do not grant them the priviledges given to the latter. They are
not allowed to learn the Vedas nor can the Gayatri-mantra be taught to them. The
result is that women are not qualified to perform the ceremonial worship of such
higher-grade deities as Vishnu, Shiva, Durga, Ganpati and Hanuman; similarly, the
sacrificial rites of Vishnuyag, Shaktiyag, Ashvamedha, Rajayajna, and Gayatri-purash-
charan can only be performed by men.

Even Amongst Vagharis women are treated as impure durihg the time of
menstruation and they are prohibited tp attend any religious ceremony.

However, it is noted that women do not get the convulsive fit, whereas in other
Hindu communities the ladies get the possession of such Godly spirit. Here it is believed
that the spirit of Goddess can penetrate into the body of the males only, whereas the
bodies of females are not very pure or worth to be penetrated. Of course in case of
ladies they get convulsive fit if they are found possessed by evil spirit, ghost or
witch otherwise they do not get this effect.

It is further noticed that the women’s status is very high and no incidence of
killing the married women is recorded so far.

The women are not at all submissive to the men, on the contrary their domina-
tion is higher in the family as well as in their society.
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In Gujarat, Vaghari women can do or undo to achieve their goals fulfilled in
the family. Their status is superior in the family. Their wish is final and found
more powerful in almost all respects. Their I. Q. level is higher. They cannot tolerate
any injustice caused by men. At any moment they can give divorce with the consent
of their Panch. Divorce is common. There is no problem of widow in this community
as the widow remarriage is common. It is known as ‘Ghargharana’ or Nataru.

The women’s position is not low as it is in caste society. A reason for this is
their continuing role in gathering-which is a part of forest economy, It is now very
remunerative. Ia the course of time, the hunting of animals was transformed into a
bird catcher and subsequently, taken to the nomadic way of life, It was also trans-
formed into a seitled trubul life in rural area. Consequently, the women’s role of
gathering forest produce was transformed in selling of fruits, vegetables in rural areas
and lastly, women’s role was transformed into petty traders. Thus, in one way or the
other the role of women as an earning member has continued and the status
has remained higher in their society, though illiterate, they can compete in any trades.
There is no discrimination against women in distribution of food and consumption
of drinks and smoking. There is little restriction in terms of pre-marital sex, post-
marital sex is not allowed because of the need to maintain the integrity of the family.

They are found quarrelling only amongst themselves. They quarrel for petty
causes. They do not maintain any modesty or decency at the time of such quarrels.
They do noi hesitate to use any valgar words. Sometimes quarrels within the women
circle of the community become uncontrollable. They fight physically and try to drag
and pull each other by holding hairs, knots and clothes. Nobody can dare to inter-
vene. They occassionally show theit hatredness towards their opponent by throwing
urine on the faces of their enemies and by abusing their family members as well as
their Goddesses.

The women folk of Vaghari community do not adopt new change. They have
continued to have their traditional dresses of respective sub -community in the respective
area. They are not prepare to accept any change without knowing the will of
local deity, and the deity is always found reluctant to give consent for any change.

Furthermore, the women observe parda or veil, with the animals or birds used as
vehicles of the Goddesses, This is just with a view to respect the Goddesses, viz. in
Palitana area, women observe Parda with the elephant, because the elephant is the
riding vehicle for their local Goddess. Similarly women, follower of Shakti (Shakat)
Mata observe Parda with camel and so on. It is further learnt that the status of
women is equal or higher. Prior to the introduction of parda system in this
community. They observe Parda with the father-in-law and other elders of the hus-
band’s group. Of course the observance of the Parda does not come in the way of
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their day-to-day affairs and trading occupation. Suppose the daughter-in-law is
carrying the hand lorry of fruits and vegetables and her father-in-law happens to
come there, either of them take tura and thereby honour elders. Elders, too, manage
somehow not to come in their way or come face to face.

Further it is learnt that the son-in-law has to observe the strict rules of dis-
cipline in the house of his father-in-law. Even if the fathsr-in-law is illiterate and
the son-in-law is highly qualified and of higher status he is supposed to stand before
his father-in-law. He is not supposed to take seat on chair of his oun accord unless
he is asked to do so by his father-in-law.

Further all family customs are observed by the women.

The commonest characteristic of their family structure is ‘disorganized one or
Mismanagement and foresight of suving money is lacking for which there must be
some unknown reasons which need to be investigated.

Tradition of frequent divorces adversely affects both the family life as well as the
future of the children.

Social Status

Vagharis have no cordial relations with any community either belong to the
lower caste or the higher caste except those of the cattle breeders viz. Bharwad,
Rabaris, Charans. It is only because that all these commaunities are the worshippers
of various Goddesses (deities) know as 64 Jognis. These Jognis except two or three
do not fall under the deiuties prescribed in the Vedas and Puranas.

Vagharis are traditionally ‘drum beaters and ‘dakla’ beaters at the time of
worshipping those Goddesses, at the time of offering animal sacrifice and performing
other religious rituals. This is one of the reasons why there is some harmony and
cordial relations maintained amongst all these communities. Whereas in the rest of
the fields they do not intenmingle with one another. On the contrary, Vagharis are
condemned by almost all the categories of higher as well as lower castes since ages.
It is not known why this hatredness his developed against this community. The
‘Vaghari,” the vary word creates the concept of uncultured and uncivilized person.
That if why it is used to condemn the persons and also, for abusing or pulling down
others. In fact, now, it has become a colloquail word used to degrade others
socially. Thus the social status of Vagharis is very deteriorative as compared to
the lower caste people, though they are not treated as untouchables. There is no
objection in carrying out any deal or trade with them. They are not discarded by
any customs by any class or caste of Gujarat.
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Vagharis of Kutch are very backward as compared to those of Saurashtra region.

They were given houses in the year 1956 and thereby Government intended to
amelirute their conditions. So many houses were constructed but none came forward
to stay in those houses. On inquiry, it was learnt that the Goddess did not give
consent and to disregard her ‘will’ may provocute Goddess and her wrath would
invite catastrophy for them. Thus the whole scheme met with failure. However, in
the year 1986 Vagharis came forward to get the housing aid and they have started
occupying new houses. Thus, there is some slow and steady change amongst the
Vagharis of Kutch. They have also started sending their children to schools and
colleges but the progress is very negligible.

Vagharis of Gujarat mostly the Patnis are also not in a position to abandon
their ageold customs. But a few persons have occupied higher positions in the
government service though the number is negligible a sign of steady progress is
marked recently. h

Vagharis of Saurashtra have made a little progress but it cannot be said as a
social change. This is just a beginning with a slow speed.

New Trends

It is surprising to note that the I. Q. level of the people of this community is
highcr than that of the advanced communities. Still they are backward. It is believed
that the Vaghari vendor will never fail to give less quantity to the customers, parti-
cularly the vegetable vendors. They always weigh little less in quantity by showing
the incorrect weight. They are experts like other traders in adopting such tactics in
such trades. On the other hand, their role as a vendor is very important in supplying
vegetables in the street. Their service as a vendor is a boon to society, particularly

to house-~wives.

Characteristics

It is learnt that the Vagharis are not only the best drum beaters but also singers
and dancers and some of them have cultivated these hobbies to suit the present days’
demand. Some of the Rang-mandalies have come forth to stage their dances and
dramas. Initially they were encouraged by other advanced communities four decades back
when no forward class people were coming forth for dancing in Gujarat. It is learnt
that some of them have also visited foreign countries, like France, U.S.A., UK.,
etc. to perform dances. Of course undue advantages are taken by so-called dancing
groups of non-Vaghari association for arranging foreign trips for their relatives under
the pretext of Vaghari dancers.
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 Unity

Number of incidents are recorded that they become one and united'during cala-
" mities. For instance, in the year 1946 a wedding procession was harassed and
prevented by some miscreants in Nagoriwad area. To a great surprise the entire
Vaghari community was gathered in no time on receiving the signal through beating
of drums. Thus, they have maintained tradition of giving signals through beating of
drums to alert the people against the threat, death and unite together for dancing
and worshipping whenever required.

They maintain harmonious relations and do not come in conflict with their
neighbours, particularly Bharwads, Charans and other cattle breeding communities.

Generally, Vagharis are never accommodated by higher division classes, but they
are found accommodated by cattle rearing communities in rural as well as urban
areas because some of their deities are common and they are identified as ‘Devi
Putras’ (sons of goddesses) in some remote frural areas. It is believed that there are
I3 such communities known as ‘Devi Putras’ in Saurashtra. They are also known as
communities of ‘Ter Tansaii’ ( thirteen bowls ) and ‘Charan’ is identified as first son
of Devi or goddess. Thus the harmony is maintained amongst the followers of
common goddesses. Now in most of the areas vagharies are not considered under ‘Ter
Tansali’ communities. Further incidences of atrocities to the Vagharis are found in rural
areas. In urban areas, most of the Vagharis are put up in the slum areas and
employed in petty trades. The Goonda elements and the vested interest in slum area
do try to harass them and they compel them to vacate the huts and also through
indirect means they start harassing the Vaghari communities of that area. No proper
attention is paid to their voice at any level. Of course, some of the social organisations
and social institutions of this community have come forth and convinced the highest
authorities to take actions against atrocities caused to Vagharies.

Migration

During the natural calamities and famines particularly during the ‘Chhappania,’
about 150 years back, most of the Vaghari families have migrated from Patan t’o
Ahmedabad and taken to various trades but they did not try to purchase houses and were
not inclined to settle in Ahmedabad, though they could have very well purchased the
houses at cheaper rates in those days. Now the situation has changed. Now they
desire to settle in Ahmedabad, but it is not possible for them to purchase the
houses at a reasonable price. Nearly 40% of these people are found residing in slum
areas and huts in Ahmedabad city.

Some of the people who migrated to Bomay have developed a Separate caste-group
known as ‘Shikari’ and *Satyavan’. They rarely disclose themselves as Vaghari and have
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developed a separate identity. They are earning enough and have progressed well. They
have abandoned the old traditional customs degrading Vaghari community. Similarly,
those Vagharis who have gone to Delhi have developed a separte identity and they
are identified as Gujarati in Rajendranagar and other areas, a few of them own shops
in Palika Market (Delhi) but they do not disclose themselves as Vaghari. They have
got rid of few ridiculous customs.,

Temperament

On investigation, vast difference is observed in their temperaments of both Patni
group and the rest of the Vagharis. The Vagharis of Patni groups are found com-
paratively more aggressive while the rest of the Vagharis, particularly, in rural areas
are more mild and amicable. They can tolerate insult, to some extent but in no case,
they tolerate any insult directed to their religious sentiments or their Goddesses. In
the past, some of the elements prevented them bgating the drums. But now-a-~days the
position is reverse and nobody can dare to face Vaghari communities. Communalists of
nearby areas have realised the defensive as well as aggressive nature and other daring
capacities of Vagharis. Thus, the Vagharis are no more remained as a suppressed
community in maintaining self-respect. Thus, a change has taken place during the last 40
years. However, Vagharis in rural areas of Saurashtra are still simple, mild, unassuming
and are being suppressed by the local communities. They are exploited and offer
very poor wages for agricultural work. Whereas in City areas, the situation is totally
different. Of course, some of the unemployed youths are engaged in anti-socjal
activities like pick—-pocketing, minor thefts, housebreaking, etc. But it cannot be
generalised and the entire Vaghari community cannot be blamed as pick-pocketer.
In fact, Vaghari youths have acquired skill in maay fields viz. white-washing of

building, pipe-fitting, fitting of glass windows and other jobs. They have acquired
mastery in various technical jobs of this type of works.

Panchayat

The traditional panchayat has played a great role in moulding the social life.
The decision arrived at by their Panchayat is final and binding to all, and its non-
compliance leads to ex-communication. Of course, there is some provision to re-enter
into the community by undergoing specific punishment and by paying some amount of
money as penalty fixed by the Panchayat. Here, the Panchayat is found more power-
ful than any court of law. Of course, under the law of the land no corporal punish-

ment can be imposed on any person. But here there is no ban on this traditional
Panch which do impose such penalties.

‘ The Nature of offences referred to the Panch are largely of both civil as well as
cflmmal nature pertaining to petty quarrels, illicit relations with women, widow, for-
cible marriage, kidnapping of girls, love affairs of boys and girls, thefts within the
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community, dispute regarding the marriage ceremony, beating the pregnant womer,
divorce, etc,

In case of theft or crime, within their community the priest (Joshi) is consulted to
ascertain and detect the person and decide the gravity of offence through observing
grain corns and if the culprit so detected does not confess, he has to undergo a
test. A black string is tied up on his legs and the culprit is asked to walk upto a
prescribed distance. If the black string is broken during that time, it is believéd that
the culprit is innocent. Sometimes the culprit is also asked to take out the ‘piiry’
from the boiling oil with his bare hand. If the hand is not burnt, it is decided that
the culprit is innocent.

Thus, Vaghari Panch takes every care to maintain the standard of intra~tribal
morality. However, the standard of extra-tribal immorality is overlooked in the
interest of solidarity of society. Thus, Panch has an enormous influence over the
people. Consequently, it has become one of the greatest unifying factors of their
social life. At the same time, the tradition of ex-communication has hampered
their progress.

It is needless to say that ex-communication violets the provision in the Constity-
tion of India. Here when a Panch of Vaghari community ex-communicates a person,
it deprives of the fundamental rights of a member of the caste iguaranted to him in

the Constitution.

The Constitution of India does not sanction excommunication passed by any
caste, religious denomination, sub-caste or even a sect ‘does not deprive a member
of the organization concerned of any of his rights and privileges which he enjoys
under the caste organization and under the Constitution of India. Inspite of this,
members of Vaghari communities who are reformers and revolt against evil customs
or who abandon such customs are excommunicated. This action compels them to
surrender themselves to the decision of Panchayat and they pray to readmit them-
selves into their fold by undergoing punishment imposed for the same. It is a great
challenge to the enlightened Vaghari educated youths and officers to overcome
this situation and lead their society towards prosperity.

The Inner Conflict of Tradition

In fact successful implementation of modern idea does not mean supresession
of tradition or the suprim-position on it of a different order. It means that the
inner conflict of tradition is now fought within the confines of an expanded . reality
that transcends the limits of the “little kingdom™ so as to include ultimate authority
and legitimation themselves. Authority and legitimation are no longer transcendent
and safe in an ultramundane sphere but part of reality and therefore constantly
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called into question. In contradiction to tradition, modernity mast valorize changé
because the authority of its code of abstract rules and principles no longer transcends
reality. Modernity has not solved the inner conflict of tradition, nor can it ever do

so. But it has fundamentally changad it by carrying it over into the sphere of a
single explosive reality.18

Social change is a continuous process. It should not be leading towards illusion
and ignorance it needs to be channelised and directed towards knowledge and reality.
Vagharis want to adopt modernity without abandoning the rigid customs of super-
stitions and faith in evil spirit and animal sacrifice. This is an aati-historic process.
This clumsy trend has created cultural deterioration and social crisis. They are dragged
into the imperfect stage of ‘Ardhadagdh’ (214°49%) which means halfhearted or incomp-
knowledge. It is a pitiable complex state of miad for both vaghari individuals and
their society. Their future leads to nowhere. This i one of the reasons why in this
era, they are still in the midst of 16th century, that is lagging behind by 300 years.

Further, po substancial change is observed on studying the superstitions, beliefs,

animal sacrifice, rites, rituals and customs published a century age by A.M.T. Jackson
and R. E. Enthoven in the book Folklore of Gujarat.

As the reformative measures introduced by Arya Samaj had enlightened and
changed the outlook of the Indian people. They were relieved from the grip of
superstitions, beliefs and illusion. The scientific outlook had developed and most of
the educated people started abandoning old customs but the lower communities could
not get rid of superstitions. Any effort made to abandon were opposed. Rigorously
and as stated earlier, such persons were ex-communicated from the society. Even
today the enlightened Vaghari persons cannot get rid of these situation.

It is worth noting that some of the Vaghari educated persons have started re-
- formative measures amongst this community under the guidance of Pandurang
- Shastriji. Few of them have given up the habit of drinking.

It is learnt that none of them have taken to Islam or Christianity. Of course

some of them do go to Goddess known ~as ‘Mughalaini Der1,” but they have not
embrabed Islam.

Conclusion

It is much easier to attain the psychic power but the hands of u
the spiritual endeavour may degenerate and lead them to deep wate
various gestures of their Bhavas exhibited during the worship of thej
to be studied scientifically and ascertained as to what extent it is illusive or super-
stitious. Is there any substance of medtation or tapping hidden so

urces of psychic
energy ? whether it controls the mental automisms and enables the higher-self

nworthy people,
r. In this context
r Godesses need
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énérgy out of the unconscious stream of iife, whether it dischargcs any psyciﬁc
energy of it is an extension of the individual will towards the divine ‘will’ in the
depth of consciousness. Is there any indication of extra-sensory perception or claria-
udiance or clarivoyance ? Of course, we do not want to disturb the faith of Vagharis.
The proverb says that the ‘faith is very near to God’. or faith is the abode of God
So none has any right to question. Every man in this world has some faith which
to others may appear false, but at the same time it is equally true that only through
the purity of heart, one can realise the highest truth. Otherwise one would become
hypocrite disguised in the form of spiritual leader.

The other alternative solution is that the elite class and reformers should come
forth with moral courage to combat against the superstitions, and if required, revoit
against the same unitedly. Even in the case of ex-communication, they should come
out from their old fold and emerge into a new group, evading the consequences of
individual isolation. There they should throw out the yoke of the servitude of
religious denomination of Bhava. It is learnt that some of the groups in Bombay,
Delhi and Burma have already thrown away the yoke of their caste and have emerged
into a new group as dancers, shikaris, satyavan, etc. Most of them have earned
international reputation as famous dancers. They have crossed the border line of
poverty. Some of them are making frequent visits to foreign countries like France,
Germany, USSR, England and USA. A few of them have become millionaires having
premises in Bombay in the areas like Paddar Road. They do not introduce or identify
themselves as Vagharis. In fact, few of them have lost or changed their identity as
Vagharis and they have adopted new suitable names of their choice for their gr;oup,
Some of the Vagharis have succeeded in adopting new change and modernity. They have
dislodged the orthodox traditions and developed their inherent art of dancing,
singing and gained international reputation, but their number is negligible.

The best in them is their intelligence. From their teenage, they are taken to
petty business of their family and conte in touch with various types of customers. They
face all sorts of troubles and hostile attitude and thereby gain varieties of experiences
from the childhood. This has resulted in raising their I. Q. level. So, it is not desj-
‘rable to doubt or dilute the faith of this community. Their faith needs to be chana-
liscd in proper direction preserving the best in them and relieving them from the
expensive ceremony of Jatar, animal sacrifice and tradition of ex-communication.

Footnotes

1. Adam Kuper and Jessica Kuper (Ed.), Social Science Encyclopedia, ( London )
2. Ramchandra Ghosha, History of Hindu Civilization
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3. After the Sadra follow the people called Antyaja, who render various kinds of
services, who are not reckoned amongst any caste, but only as members of a
certain craft or profession. There are eight classes of them, who freely intermarry
with each other, except the fuller, shoemaker, and weaver, for no others would
condescend to have anything to do with them. These eight guilds are the fuller,
shoemaker, juggler, the basket and shield maker, the sailor, fisherman, the hun-
ters of wild animals and birds, and the weaver. The four castes do not live
together with them in one and the same place. These guilds live near the villages
and towns of the four castes, but outside them. (Al Biruni, ‘India,’ ed. by
geyeemuddin Ahmed, p. 46). '

N. M. Bhattacharyya, The Indian Mother Goddess, p. 67

Puspendra Kumar, Sakti cult in Ancient India, p. 236

A. M. T. Jackson & R. E. Enthoven, Folklore of Gujarat.

. ITbid.

Ramchandra Ghosha, op. eir.

A. M. T. Jackson, R. E. Enthoven, op, cit.

Adam Kuper and Jessica Kuper, Social Science Encyclopedia (London), p. 373
11. A.M.T. Jackson, R. E. Enthoven, op. cir.

12. Puspendra Kumar, op. cit., p. 202

13. Ramchadra Ghosha, op. cir.

14. A. M. T. Jackson, R. E. Enthoven, op. cit.

15. N. M. Bhattacharya, op. cit., p. 67

16. Pushpendra Kumar, op. cit., p. 203

17. Ramchandran Ghosha, op cit.,

18. J. C. Heesterma, The Inner-Conflict of Tradition-Eassays in Indian Ritual Kinshi
and Society.
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