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| A9g STA%T gH HATT g9 T I1f3A fh seh awe,
fagre st sgrard oF v sifa faara w¢ @ s are
97 faslt casy &Y Yo @ @Y | A gwIAAT w5 &Y SO
WAl 3 WA ft feeg aadAve gru awrfE
aeqa ftard ot fefigrz nafaad ag geas s¢ Rar
% f g1 areaid TgdFT3 “aurEm” aega: S wmaw ¥ | g
BWTHH 1T, WEA-TGA AT ATAT-Rr=e, @+ Fae a8
ATEH & At &Y Wrar 9T &2 oy srar® 2 ¥ Sm
S AE 1 ¥ S v, dioge; fagyn, gefea, e,
TAATE, IEATA, TFIT, AT A1FF S qur sHRars
3% o fweld aft go ¥ | aafT 3 S ara: ored areafas
EATIHT S T §, R o or9n FeraATER Y gu wEc
faufag Wit 8 | ud HaF GFEead ¥ ATX FSTIATC AT
WIATH qTeaTa F I9Ta% & | sad afys sva 7€t T |
a AT fHEl @ra an W5 SN T ] 1 g9, gi, a8 Say
& ot @Y B atg WA AN AT § Fesakgaw sin
| § @t foacfaft #Y arar @ strtar 5@ ¥ 98 3@
ar%aﬁgaa‘f@aaa*ﬁsg%laaé}ﬁﬁwm
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ut % frefiftal arsm s g% a7 fee ¥ o s
7 %7 | adY T gt % o e gfigar® s e
forem areAy SEwe §1R TT ATAT ART A Y fyaw S
9T | &7 SWIHT qeaT ( SHAETR ) ATfsa ofte Sy wred
T, U 1 HaAB BN 1T FE} B BIS ATIHI JAAHT F1H
& gt sitfret fratest aaw <@ AT ¥ 13 S de wak
gf & & st ud fagm wrfly faei a@ gud &k
STueft WeuARTIa® BT TEATH ¥ | FIS TeEd FT FIA
Y o Qo Wt safts T A aET T S ge
arfaa gATEY ST TS 3t ¥ 5@ aTaH! 9T 719 B A E
f% 3 ored oI eraw @eafat® st at wifa® @y shaw
sudia T § | ST HEH R A g9 AT B YSH 6 3 S @
¥, %€ et ofima g ot w6t Reg s 3 SN
agt a% 5 BB & w1ed A g7 3 qweEn I ¥ 1oty
fam sgrEiE! 3@Ad rad afas WY doa w€f @ srary
s 3 Sia_ ¥ ofie dagf avia @ amraor ( fraw
S aF 3 B wo ALY ) ¥ @ TR AR
o

T g2 9L S0 & wrmw % mfEd & aw K a
qiﬁﬁwﬁﬁaﬁm’iﬁ fagie seadl & Yo 4y W
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" Reference is made elsewhere to a ‘peculiar
people bearing the name of Sarak ( variously
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spelt ) of whom the district still contains a
considerable number. These people are obviously
Jains by origin and their own traditions as
well as those of their neighbours, the Bhumij,
make i:hem the descendent of a race which
was in the district when the Bhumij arrived ;
their ancestors are also credited with building
the temples at Para, Chharra, Bhoram and
other places in these pre-_Bhﬁmij days. They
are now, and the credited with having always
been, a peaceable raee living on the best of
the terms with the Bhumij.

aufa— g fo2d o ¥Rt wrfa foare sty v
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The Saraks are an archaic Community of
whom MR. Gait gives the followmg account in
the Bengal Census report of 1901.. The word
Savak is doubtless derived from Srawak, the
Sanskrit words for “a hearer” amongst the Jains
the term was used to indicate ‘the laymen or
persons who engaged in secular pursuits as distin-
guished from the jatis, the monks or ascetics ; and
it still survives as the name of a group which is
rapidly becoming a regular caéte of the usual
type. The Buddhists used the same words to
designate the second class of monks, who mainly
ocdupied’ the .monesteri'es‘; ‘the highest class of
Arhats usually lived solitary lives as hermits
while the great majority of the Bhikshus or
Lowest class of monks, led a vagrant ’]if“e of
mendlcancy, only resortmg to the monasterles
in times of difficulty or ‘distress. In course
of time, the saraks appear to have taken to

weaving as a maans of livelihood and this is
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the occupation of the .Orissa Saraks, who are
often known as Saraki tanti. There are four
main settlements in Orissa, viz ; in the Tigiria
~and Barmba States, in the Banki thana in
Cuttack and in Pipli thana in Puri. The Puri
saraks have lost all connection "with the others
and do not intermarry with them. Though they
are not served by Brahmans, they call them-
selves Hindus. They have no traditions xe-
garding their origin, but like other Saraks are
strict vegeturians. 'I'he Suruks assemble once a
year ((on the Magh Saptawi ) at™ the celebrated
cave temples of Khandagiri to offer homage to

the idols there and to confer on religious matters,

St —aTs 0% 9 arflw swfaaid & & ey
geaead fito Az @9 1809 &0 #Y gFTS Aeaw RASH =63
T—ag farea & B qurs osg sooff wiras gy @
fa®T st degm wTaTd CgadaTer” G1aT & SR s
sA%l w5 & s afd T glaat & faea §, wuta ggea ¥
TEH A A A TUH W LU T TR aTHT T 21 A1) shifymr
frate® o7 %98 oy gad &7 ¥ s w1a & aua aid
FEOTA § | @TawT 3 S gt ( s har ) angfifaar sy,
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Reference to the ‘Sarak’ or ‘Sarawak’ can be had in the following
books and Journals :—

1. A Statistical Account of Bengal Vo. XVII
(Tributary States & Manbhum)
by W. W. Hunter. Published in London 1877.
See Pages 291, 293 and 301-2.
2.. Archsological Survey of India Reports Vol VIII
) Bengal Province by Cunningham 1878.
See Tour through the Bengal Province in 1872-73
. ., by J. D: Begler. .
3. Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal Vol XXXV 1866.
Part I. Page 186, Notes on a tour in Manbhum iu 1864-65
by Lieutenant Colonel E. T. Dalton
. Chief” Commissioner of Chota Nagpur.
.Pa.%g;i II. Page 164. Do
4! Proceedings of the Asiatic Society for June 1869
“Page 170. On the Ancient Copper Miners of Singhbum.
- by V. Ball Geological Survey of India.
5. ~The people of India by Sir Herbert Risley K. C. L. E,
""CLE. 1908 Page 77.
6. Bengal District Gazetteer 1911. Vo. XX VII-Manbhum
" Pages 48.52, 83-85 and 263-289.
7. Bengal District Gazetteer 1910 Vo XX. Singhbhum
Page 25. ' i
-8. Puri (Orissa) Gazetteer 1908.
Tribes & Castes of Bengal by H. M. Risley Vol II
Ethnographic Glossery 1891.
10. Gait’s Census Reports of 1911. No. 455 pages 209
No. 457
11. Ethnology of Bengal by Dalton.
12. Archzological Survey 1911 by *Nagendra Nath Basn.
13. Asiatic Researches Vol IX by Prof. Wilson.
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